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Recording of Interview with Yr. Raymond Knight

Identification of Interviewee p.4i,..4 principal of Tulsa ¥1ll Hogers High School,

Subject (8) of diacuasion Cherokee Nation; Education in Oklahoma; Governor Bill Murray;
Tulsa and 1t's leaders; Will Rogers and the Will Rogers Memorial; and Oklahoma
Bue Cross and Blue Shield, .

Name of Interviewer Pen Woods

~

Date and place of Interview Oklahoma Christian College

February 10, 1971

Brief synopgis of Interview

‘ Discussion of Knight's background and his grandmother who was a Cherokee;
Discussion of the School szt Hominy and the leaders of Hominy Oklahoma; Discussion
of the Will Rogers Memorial and his acquaintance with Will Hogers; Discusslon of
A1falfa Bill Murray and his campafne for Governorp Dj scussion of the schools in
Tulsa and some of his former students; Discussion in great length of Will “ogers
High School and its activities and horors; Discussion of being President of OEA;

- and Discussion of the establishment and framework of the Oklahoma Ylue Cross and

‘% Blue Shield .

Catalog file No. 166

Tulsa Historical Society & Museum



£
p

-
e ST LT e o
—— Gl Q\/

Interview Subject and Castalog No. 166 Ravmond Knizht Side 1 Ppaze 1

o~ MEASURE

~/ 209

A

g

| SUBJECT MATTER

DRAMATIC QUOTES _ (Xey by Number)

Discusses his background-- date of birth, parents
and early education,

Discusses the presentstion and celebration of his
50th year from graduating from Hish Schcol at the
szmexEgkm¥ school,

=

226 Discussz2g college work,
228 Discusses cominz to Cklzhora and living -t Hominy.'
229 Discusses coming to Tulsz and enterinz the Tulsa S GV -
school system, -
235 Discusses his Grgndmother‘and her experiences in
Oklshcma,
257 Discusses her thourhts of the Civil War,
266 Tells Grandmother's name was Crutchet and havéng f7f0’ﬂfJ6 '
Cherckee bloed in her,
272 Discusses not being interested in being of Tndian
blood, .
278 IHscusses having 2 book about his time in schools
of Oklshoma and a pieture of his Grandmcther in it,
287 Discucsaes his Grandmother ha ving Indian land on th
cnerokes nstdon
290 Discusses his CGrandfather being killed accidently.
295 Discusses his grandfather participating in travel ’
elections.
. 303 Diséusses his Grandmother marrying again and he
disposing of her properly withcut her consent.
304

niseusses TR A0 fetstorics] Bocie

ty & Museum
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__ MEASIRE | SUBJECT MATTER (Key by Number)
308 Discusses how she got the land something avout 34
acres, *
314 Discusses the hazardous time of living in 0K when
she first c:ome here.
322 Piscusses his Swud Grandnarents first living in
a sod house,
230 Describes hés Grandmother as being a suiet woman.
343 Iiscusses his father making the run kk= into CK,
somewhere around Arkansas City, Kansais. :
348 Deseribes his father making the run in a2 covered
wzgon with his brother. :
353 Discusses his father staking a cln1m but not follow}ng
through on it.
357 Discusses the Sooners. ‘ N
362 Discusses his father not st>yins long encurh to
keep his claim,
372 Description of the tyﬁe of people zt the run.
- 392 Discusses comine to Tulss durine the race riot.
. 21or
394 Describes the rade riot, flP(’@ ‘
237 Discusses coming to Hominy in 1925 and what brought
him there.
T 454 Described ¥x¥m Homily when he came down in 1825,
a2 Discusses addressing z Poifow in 1926 or 27.
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Interview Subject and Catalog No, D:ea 3
DRAMATIC QUOTES  (Key by Number)
—— MEASURE | SUBJECT MATTER
498 Discusses receiving 2 indian blanks for spezking.
505 Discusses Paul Pitts being the last Osage Chief he N
personally knew,
510 Names some of the leaders in Hominy at that time.
(John Abbott, Shucamol,, Drummons, Carl Matthews,
Harry Madless, Ray Mulindorf, Cremmer, J,A. PreSbuqy)
521 Talks about Ray Mulindorf and his family,
538 Discusses the Petets and Crowes being prominent
in the work of Indians.
548 Discusses his book "Toward Excellence", .
558 Compliments Okl-:homa Christian Collere an the work
WLLM SLUAEnLSe
572 Discusses going to Princton Univ, for Scholarship
Board,
583 Describes the school at Hominy.
611 Discusses one of his companions and assitant
prineipals became Pres. of J.C. Penny's.
- 622 Continues to discuss the school.
635 Discusses some of the visitors to Hom: ny HL. School |
(alfaIfa Bill Marray)
629 Discusses A1f51fs Bill Murray spesking to the studadts. A

{when he was ruaning for Governor.) (also his visit
with him)

Tulsa Historical Soc'ielty & Museum
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DRAMATIG QuOTES  (Rey by Number)

Discusses His indian friends at Hominy.
{just names the names)

Names some men promenent in Hominy.

Discusses teaching only things for College bound sti

dents.

A

Discusses problems of adejustely financing schools.

025 Discusses peosle in Héminy being very interested in
the scheool system.
o~ r@«[t/b) ¢
031 Discusses knowing Will Rogers. Uju/L,ﬁLb
058 Discusses Will RHogers just falling into the
writing of articles.
064 Discusses meeting him again just z short time beford
his Alasksn Trip. C
o7 Discusses being Chairman of the Board of Will Rogers
Memorial,
074 Discusses being in the process of making a book out
of his (Will Rogers) writings. (probably be 15 voludes.)
086 Discusses moving to Tulsa in about 1930.
089 Discusses the Fire Bell Measures, of Bill Mirray.
. /7
097 B4 scusses being in Bill Mhrfay's office during Gov,
101 Discusses foming to Tulsa, and knowing Henry Gowenﬁ. -
123 Describes the Tulss Schools in 1930's, (tudget Proﬂlem)
139

ty & Museum
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Interview Subject and Catalog No. 156 Raymond Knicht 8ide 2 Pae= 5
_ MEASURE | SURJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Rey by Number)
139 Discusses Anita Bryant Green being one of his studgnts.
168 Discusses Buddy Fallus being a student at Will Rogqrs.
172 Dj scusses the Will Rogers High School being a good -
school. - G(‘,&DULQ/[/{LL on(;é,Lﬁ nro
184 Discusses once a week assomblies put on by the stuqents. _
189 Discusses having graduates being all over the xemmx® U.S.
and various professions.
154 Dj scusses the formation of Will Rogers High in 193941840
school year.
196 Discusses bekng principal in 1950 to 1969,
198 Discusses having a prodical at every asserbhly,
{using the pledge allerence to the f£xx {lzg and
the American Creed as part of the ceremony)
209 Describes i1l Rogers Hi as having a very high currjculum,
215 Discusses Will Rogers Winni-g the Bellomy Award.
(which promoted citizenship)
230 Discusses Dr. Zacharius from MIT ssking ¥Will Rogers]High
to be one of 50 experimental schools in the Physica}l
science Department,
246 Discusses the Philosophy of schools and trying to hhve a highly
selective curriculum.
© 371 Discusses his definition of Tduecation as being a pufly
modification of behavior,
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Interview Su%*]ect and Catalog No., 165 Fovmond Khicht Side =% Poge 5
e MEASURE [ SUBJECT MATTER c (Rey by Number)
277 Discusses not ever having 3 drug problem gnd mostly
having students who are ver cooperative.
289 Discusses being the [irst President elect of CEA
and Presidentz of the OEA 1864-65,
301 Discusses loosing teachers because of poor pay.
317 Discusses as belng President of OEA meeting many
times with the Gov. and Legislature to get
. better school legistatiom.
334 Discusses the state édopting 3 saying "o new t=xes
. for any muzx=® purpose." -
344 Discusses invoking sanctions on Qklahonma.
357 Discusses the background of the Tulsa County Historjcal a.
Society.,
370 Discusses future hopes of the Tul sa Society. , o
382 Discusses some of the actions of the Will Roger Memprial L (gp@éﬂs e ot
Commission. m%éu’.fﬂﬁ/ wie
P .
395 Tells that ¥ill Rogers Memoriagl is the 2nd biggest
Shrine in the US as far as visitors are concereed.
makineg a bock =
404 Discuss:ss again the process pf the life story of
Will Rogers and his Works,
420 Tells of some special guests to the Memorial.
(Bob Maculloh, Joel McCray, Bob Hope) i
429 Discusses Will Rogers being a free Shekine.
438 Discusses the Budgetlof the Memorial.
457 Dlscusqe

Shleldo»ﬁjl;g‘ﬁggﬁﬁgstpﬂc@t§00|epty & Museum
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477 Discusses the teachers policy in Bluex Cross and
Blue Shield,

509 Discusses the formation of Blue Cross and Blue
Shield in Oklahoma,

545 Discusses his noayt in Bine Crnee and RIne Shiald
in the Education part.

582 Di scusses the departments of the Blue Cross znd
Blue Shieid,

595 Discusses the connection with the National Blue
Cross and Blue 3Shield.

620 Dj scusses the two boards Blue Cross Board znd
Blue Shield Board (SHeld is made of doctors)

646 4 seusses becoming Computerized.

663 Piscusses the purpose and aim of the Blue Cross

and Blus Shield.

!
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INTERVIEW SUBJECT AND CATALOG NO. DR. RAYMOND KnIchHT  SIDE NO. OF TAPE Tape 5, Side 1 Ieft, Side 2 Ieft PAGE 1 of 17

WEASURE  SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number}

l P
260 Born Fort Scott, Kansas 1-4-1903. Moved to Columbus Kansas, entered high school. Moved

'} 24 miles north to Gerard, Kansas, completed school and graduated in 1920 A year ago I
was invited back to recognize my 50th year graduation from high school I was the
speaker of the evening at our reunion to approx. 20 of my former classmafes of 1920. Tt
was shocking realization to find it had been 50 years since I had graduaged. (Laugh) Went
to Kansas State Teachers College at Pittsburg, graduated with an 2B degree in 1925. Came
to Oklahoma as high school principal at Hominy, Oklahoma until Fall 1929] Came to Tulsa
in the fall of 1929 as elementary school principal for 3 years. i 17 years. at
elementary - junior high: In 1950 moved to Will Rogers High School as pJincipal until 1970.

303 - -] I visited my grandmother, of Cherokee heritage, when I was in high schoof in Gerard. I asked

about her early experiences in Oklahoma. She was 92 in 1919, She told she came to Oklahama

in 1848 from Kingston, Tennesee with her husband and family, settled at luejacket, Oklahoma

and remained there a great many years. She gave birth to 18 children, a]l but 3 lived to . .
maturity. My father had 11 brothers and 3 sisters. T was interested infthe Civil War and -
asked her what she remembered. She related some of the skirmishes involving the indians and

either one army or the other; mostly the indians, particulary on the sidé¢ of the south. She

said this shocking thing to me "do you realize my mother lived during the time of Washington?" .

Well, I didn't even realize this was a possibility, but when she related}it and she was born )

sometime in the early quarter of the 18th century, sometime around 1830, |she related this about

her mother and living. They wére on the east coast at that time along ig Georgia, I believe.

My grandmother's name was Crochit and she was Cherckee. I never was particularly interested :

in that phase of my ancestry because, not that I was ashamed to ask, butfit appeared to me that

a great many people of questionable character, morals and reputation oftgntimes claimed to

be part indian when in reality they would be a disgrace if it were true.| In all my years of

experience I never did any research to see how many in our family were of indian blood. I :

like to think of indians as being good Americans and in fact, the first 100% Americans. She

was a great woman and looked her indian heritage. Her picture and a litdle story on her

early life in Georgia and Tennessee and Oklahoma is in a little book whi¢h was edited and

published about my life in the schools of Oklahama. '

S .
I had a great many relatives in Oklahoma, a lot of whom I'd never met,
come to Cklahoma, and some later dispersed, but they all raised large fajilies. After
Grandfather Knight, a full blooded Englishman, died an untimely death (h¢ had been shot - but
not seriously enough to kill him, and his horse dragged him home, mangled and dead, because he
i ’ i i elections and he
participated to some extent and these were hot affairs in Tndian Territogyy.

She married another'r j g il i . melr'nonsent
There was some dfo_mdmmcmpﬁmgm& 1d have an Indian

allotment, it wasn't a lot of land, by that I mean when they made an all t under the Dawes
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1EASURE

Cormuission these parcels of land were sized in terms of the amount of Irflian blood you
had. I think she had 30-40 acres. They tried to repossess it because if became mineral
land. There was coal and later same ore, ' '

405 She used to tell me of hazardous times they had living in Oklahoma, not pnly to gain a
livelihood but wild animals that attacked people in this early day; panthers,for example.
It was dangerous for children. She lived in a sod house, later develo a hanestead. My
father participated in the Oklazhoma Run but she didn't. She was a quiet waman and not
filled with descriptive words. I admired her because of the principles t guided her
life, respect for integrity, truthfulness.

Father made the run near Arkansas City, Kansas. He was in a covered wai n, had a brother,

Henry, with him, who lived in Perry. Father staked a claim but didn't fbllow through. Many
participated as a lark. Many sooners staked out the claims before the rjin. There was a lot

‘of claim jumping, alsoc. All types and descriptions of people,particulanly men with no principles
who were selling water. You ocould buy whiskey cheaper than water.

502 Came to Tulsa after the race riot, saw evidence of it. I think the firg incident occurred
at-the Tulsa Hotel. % of loss of life was mostly negro. I was just out] of high school, made
the journey with a friend in a 1916 Model T, didn’t hit any pavement frgm Pittsburg, Kansas
until we hit Tulsa city limits, where Peoria crossed the RR tracks. Andther fella came with
me and we saw evidence of the riot, were cautioned by the police not to finvolve ocurselves in
this and we were shied away from the area where incidents could have oc ed. A lot of
curiosity seekers were present, along with myself, coming to Tulsa. That} was my first view of
Tulsa and I will say at that time it wasn't very impressive. There was pane pavement at lst
and Peoria, rest was dirt road clear up through Skiatook and the Kansas [line, If it rained

, a little you had the hazard of getting stuck and sameone having to pull out. That didn’t
happen to us on that trip, We were just a couwple of young fellas out fof a lark on a weekend
to see what was happening in Tulsa. There were a lot of quntoters and a Jlot of men shooting
people on sight and with no provocation other than maybe they were identfified as a particular
race and they fired at will. I couldn't say how much life was lost at t time but it was
considerable because I was not a resident of Tulsa, just & curiosity s » SO0 I don’t know exactly.

~
]

552 Hominy 1925 - an opportunity to try my wings at teaching. I had heard t teaching opportunities
in Oklahoma. Pawhuska was my first stop and I talked to the superintendbnt there and he was
interested in me but said he'd let me know so I went on down to Hominy ahd met A, W. Beavers,
superintendent of schools, and I wasn't with him 30 minutes and he had & contract ready for me

to sign sO I stayed 4 years and got acquainted with a great many indiand as well as whites and

e et = THg S Historical Society & Museum
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ORAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number)

1EASURE  SUBJECT MATTER

Came tO Tulsa in 1929. Hominy had some paved streets in 1925, one east
north-south. There were a great many Osage indians living in Hominy on
basis. They were receiving something like $4000 each quarter for every pead right. An awful
lot of money. They had struck oil in the Oszge arnd these were restrictefl indians, each had a
guardian. I made some lasting friendships. I had the privilege of add bssing a pow wow
there at the insistence of Chief Bacon Rind and John Abbott, the Tulsa cpunterpart of the
Osage leadership in Hominy. So it was on John Abbott's pPlace that I addfessed this pow wow on
Feb. 22, 1925 or possibly 1926-or 1927. Don't remember for sure,

pil royalty head right

and they came to the .
the group. I asked
member of the board
try 'em, we want you."
was short notice. I
Indian friends from
at now meets in Gallup.

593 Pow wow was quite a large group - 3 to 400 indian men, with some women
high school and John Abbott, a full blood Osage, asked me to come addres
him why don't you ask the president of the bank (Ray Mullendore) or some
of education or secretary of the chamber of comrerce and he said "alread)
They wanted me to speak the next day, George Washington'’s birthday, whid
told him I'd be happy to do anythjngheaskedmetoarﬁmethisgmupo
New Mexico, Wyoming, Oklahoma, Colorado, west segment of the population

There were 3~400 stoic faces as T looked ocut at the crowd, I tried to
the thing about the experience is that I never knew when I was turning
I had an interpreter standing by my side and T had a microphone with me
ny interpreter would take one sentence to say what it took me 5 minutes fo say ard then T would
start out and maybe say one sentence and he would Stop me by laying hisfhand on my arm and

then he'd talk for 5 minutes on what I'd said in one sentence. This wasla most unusual experience
and I shall always remember it. They were very kind and appreciated my pcoeptance., The next

day John Abbott brought me two new indian blankets which T still have as}a memento of that
occasion. I have a host of friends in Hominy and this has been a long thne ago. I frequently got
a visit fram Paul Pitts, the last Osage chief I was personally acquaintefl with., He died about '
a year ago. :

dp a patriotic job but
yone on or off period, ¢
pnd I'd talk 5 minutes and

ed as guardians were
J. A. Presberry, the

642 Prominent Indians: Shunkamola,John Abbott, and prominent businessmen who
the Drummonds, Carl Matthews, Harry Matliss, Ray Mullendore, Mr. Kromer,
Petitts, and the Crows. . ~ :

655 Ray Mullendore was related to Mullendores in Cleveland and the ones on the ranch. A conservative
family, made wise investments in land and real estate of various forms. |Highly regarded by the
citizens of Hominy. ' They were outstanding leaders and big property own s, especially those
from Cleveland who were also in the banking business and cattle businesgt

T T R S BT SodiB . B S .
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700

713

862

The title of the book is TOWARD EXCELIENCE. I don't remember if their p

ure is in it or not.

These words, TOWARD EXCELLENCE, kind of defined me because I was constanfly seeking ways to

improve things at Will Rogers High School and make it one of America's
pretty well succeeded. We are known in every major educational institu
Washington D.C. to California and our graduates are scattered all around

I go to Princeton once a year for national scholarship board. This is my

st and I think we
on in the U.8. from
the globe.

last year. We

award $175,000 - 200,000 a year to mostly freshmen, same 4 year, but rros1 1y 1 year

Hominy - the high school was relatively new, 3 story, 600 students were fhere at the beginning

of the depression. But there was a recession before the 1929 crash., We
economics and shops, phys education, as an economy because they were not
college. My recormmendation was not to close that, but we kept Spanish, ]
the academic subjects.

One of my asst prlnmpals later became president of J. C. Penney in New
We were a team. He was in charge.of the junior high. Shops, junior and
the same grounds,

One of our visitors was Alfa_fa Bill M:urray who spoke to the student bodj
Bolivia, he was seeking election as governor. I thought he wouldn't be
around ny smail office as he had a chewof tobacco in his mouth and said
I said, Mr. Murray, I'm sorry but the school board doesn't furnish that.
window and you can expectorate out the window. He did, it was a windy 4
agamst the florentine glass and before the rain washed that gob of juicg
was in the governor's chair. He had a wonderful voice and made a-fine p
Before he left, he asked me if I'd make a small contribution to his camp
what do you want, Mr. Murray. And he said just enough bus fare to get H
Mr. Murray, you have it and my good wishes. I still didn't think he ooy
I was in error. I visited him at the state capltol after the election.
and had a great deal of wisdom and a fine delivery as a speecl'maker. I
$2.00.

closed our hame
necessary to enter
french, and Latin and

York - Ray Jordan.
senior high were on

¢ on his return from

plected. He looked

bhere's a spittoon.

Just open that

by and it blew back

e off my window he

esentation on Bolivia.
ign and I asked him

p Pawhuska and I said,

|d get elected but

He was a dreat character

pontributed a whole

I had a good many indian friends in Hominy, Walter Maytoh, Shunkamola,
and Cecil Drummond, Carl Matthews, Mr, Ogleby, J. A. Presbery, Mr. Kram
Harry Matliss, Sam Gordon, who later moved to Norman with drygoods busi
an agricultural and oil community I thought we should have saved home
because only 30% went on to college and 70% would have profited from h

In Pittsburg, Kansas pyq gz iSO I*@‘allx‘%ﬂeﬂl @’W‘t&

khardts, Whites, Fred
» Ray Mullendore,
sss. Being mainly
namics and shop
economics and shop.

SELFrine.
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o988

. 1010

1020

3

I knew him personally because he had g son my age. He told me cne day 9
shrine was going to have a special guest on their Saturday night banquet
going to speak. M., Pingrey asked me if I'd like to meet Will Rogers an
said he'll be at my house in the middle of the afternoon. Drop by and ¢
My wife-to-be was-one of Mr. Pingrey's secretaries. o

I met Mr. Fogers and I was still in college. Mr. Rogers-asked me what T
intendedi: to.be ‘and I said well, it looks like I'm gomg to be a school
of ducked his head and said Mwell you know, I had a niece that was just
and then he put hi$ finger up over his nose, looked over his glasses at
darn near did." and then he further responded- "starved to death" =~ this
huor. He saw funny things in everyday living,every waking moment. He
among people that were comical. This affair had highballs served birt: }
participate and didn’t smoke. From the correspondence and wri'ting of
he imbibed occasionally in his younger days when he was a-cowboy in Tex
South Africa, he had, jomed several wild west shows, rodeo circuits and
shows and got started in sl'nw busaness through Zack Mulhall. -

I met him. aga.m 1n Tulsa in the 'I‘ulsa World office with Norrls Henthorne
he dled and I was on a park boarc: w1th Mr. Hesnthorne. . B -

I talked to Mr. Murray one time and I said you are in a peculiar, pre
governor of Cklahoma. Aren't you afraid you'll be one of the guys they
he said in a deep voice. "J.f they ever do it'll be like a bunch of rabbif
and he meant it. .

I knew Johnston Murray even better than Bill but I was in Bill's officqg
he remembered fondly the trip to Hominy, .

I caime to Tulsa as a result of a convention I went to in Dallas and I md

director of the Tulsa Public Schools in Dallas at the Kiwanis Conventior.

else does, I don't know why you shouldn't. I asked if he was recommend

h the street that the
ard Will Rogers was
i I said yes. He

bu can meet him,

was taking and what I
beacher and he kind
Hying to be a teacher"
e, ard he said "she.
is typical- of Rogers
just saw relationships
. Rogers didn't

I've read since,

, South America and
championship roping

shortly before .- ¢

icus position as
1 try to impeach and
s treeing a wildcat"

as governor, and
it the personnel

He said, do you

I file an application

have an application on file in Tulsa, and I said no sir, -I don't and he !said well about everyone

and he said he'd welcame an application from me. He said he couldn't p
J_medlately but he said he wouldn't forget me., I filed an application

desk I don't know how long and whenever I was in Tulsa I'd go by and seq
he said I'm going to surprise you. I don't think you believe we'll hire
samething for you this fall. :

ise anything

dnd it stayed on his
him. The last time
you but I've got

. verry covens el S ErHlistoriCal Society-SeMuseum: o
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AEASURE  SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number)
| personnel and later became superintendent of schools and also business
he had a fine 9 year temm as superintendent, very human sort of superin
as well versed in education practices as perhaps he should have been bu
nature better than any man I ever met. He had an insight into chara
of people and their acts of behavior and he read them just about right

he understood human
and understanding
ery time,

retrenchment. Laid

carry the Tulsa Public
intenance department

se we didn't have any money.

1114 | Anita Bryant Green, has 4 children, she was a worderful person, has relibious background,

loves to attend religious conferences and made 14 appearanced at the Whijte House along. She

‘was an excellent student at Will Rogers. Participated in all school acti ities, excellent

acacenic record, member of music department,soloist in assemblies, and i was in the a cappella Y
i i i of the Republic.

Choir, This is what

ited States of America.

ally has faith in 3

1069 1930 - harrowing times to meet the budget. Good staff, in the process
off a lot of teachers. Budget for the whole system a year then wouldn’
Schools for one month now, Our physical property had all run down, our
was run on a shoe string, they couldn't even fix a leak in the roof

she sings a lot in national hook ups now. She really believes in the
Many people her age today have mixed feelings and doubts today but she
Anerica. : '

Buddy Fallis, District Attorney of Tulsa,was a Rogers student. He is
program against the use of drugs. i

ing on an effective

We had lots of student teacher planning at Will Rogers and were frequentfly rated in the top 10

high schools in America. We had loyalty and accountability for time and effort from our students.
All assemblies were produced by the students » NOt the teachers or principal and only time I was
on stage was when they invited me. I usually sat in the audience.

1248 Will Rogers High School oOpened in the Fall of 1938, graduated first clags in 1940, I came in
1950, I finished in 1969. :

L . .
Frances Bellamy, a Boston patriot, wrote the Pledge of Allegiance and wdq used a certain
protocol to begin the assembly with the pledge and then the Mrericans Creed which I think
is more impressive than the pledge. Most of our visitors didn't know i), It was written
by William Tyler Page at Annapolis, Maryland and the original' - Mmericar|'s Creed is encased
in bronze in an institution across frem the Naval Academy in the Annapolfis State House.

I've always been proud of having a progressive schog CurriCUI_Em

1306 We received the Bell;;%cayyljxl§.ltc9'£lcgggnliz QQ:!QUX §& elszSHighusmol as

mnartirnilariv ond in Asveloning ~itizenshio oroarams in 1957. Thev only picked one school every
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50 years., The next will be 2007. We tried to carry out the spirit thap we think made
fmerica - respect far our nation, our flag, institutions, and our young|people benefited
most when they had this type of attitude ard feeling about their school They did a
better job in class. The teachers responded and were treated with re

and math, This was a new program in physics and we'd be one of 50 s
pilot schools for that program. We were rated highly also by the North]Central and every
ollege and university where we sent students. '

BEGINNING OF TAPE 5, Side 2 left

Most high school students have an excellent attitude and record, as it s,lould be. Every
student is important and worthy of a teachers time. Nobody is put in a fategorized group
because of limitations of éxperience or maybe his aptitude for knowledgg. We try to
provide a program that each could live up to his potential and his a]Ptitudes to improve
himself and move toward excellence to the extent of his ability. ‘

I was president elect of the OEA in 1963~1964 and became president in 19 5.  During my tenure
(and- by the way I really didn't want to accept that job because I knew if would take me away
from Will Rogers H.S. a great deal.) I was imposed on to respond to thefcall because we were
at a low ebb as far as financing schools in Oklahoma and the legislaturejdidn't seem inclined
to want to make any big strides of improvement. Then we had a change offpolitics in the
state house so not only the legislature was having difficulty in finding{the money but also
the governor was limited in what he thought could be financed in Oklahomé .

We were sc 'dissatisfied with the low salaries and our better teachers golng to California or
wherever they could get a decent living wage, which we were not paying, we had a rough time
for a while in Tulsa. We got replacement teachers from pecple who were fot as well qualified
personally or professicnally. In my opinion we have never caught up to yhere we should be

so I think the new governor is assessing the situation Just about right.} We ought to be
average in the U.S. and we are 45th., This is not an enviable position afd the only way to

get better teachers and to improve your educational program is to providg more money - not
just to pay teachers salaries. You can always attract better teachers you have got

a better salary schedule, better prepared teachers and better in performgnce, better in their
role of leadership in leading children in the right direction, so, when | became president

of OFA we had to nmee e legisl . It i I had
that experience and I|f y Iagﬂ% %‘)ﬁg@ﬁi@ a m governor
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trying to defend the legislative program that we hoped to implement durirfy that session.

We did make some progress and Gov. Bellmon reluctantly I would say went far as we wanted

him to go. He did make some improvement but we weren't keeping up with bordering states

and we haven't to date. We keep getting farther and farther behind as compare ocutrselves

with surrounding states.” I think the present legislature and the governof-elect, and this isn't

discounting Mr. Bartlett's effort, because a great deal of improvement wds made during his term
uncompleted thought .

55 When I was president of OEA I was the spokesman for the teachers and I t about the state in
every county of the state meeting school people and patrons trying to gef] them to put pressure
on the legislature to find more money for education but this has always a hard thing to
do because we adopted a philosophy during Roy Turner's administration we never laid it aside
until this year of no new taxes for any purpose and this had a bad effec§ on the school system
because certainly you could justify spending money on education if it isjgoing to improve youth
and their Opportunltles for the future.

I spent most of .my time durmg that vear and it was a long year for me, ﬁrying to convince
pecple that they should see the way toward exercising their influence onlthe legislature and
the governor to raise more money to have better schools and to give theif own children a v
better cpportunity.

69 We made some progress but not as much as-T would have liked to see, and §here have been
considersble improvements since 1964-1965, We did invoke sanctions, we ¢idn't go all the way.
We didn't blackball Oklahoma as we were accused of domg But it was pregty well known across.
Oklahoma and America that Oklahoma teachers were not going to stand stil] about this matter of
increasing revenues for education - we did make scme progress as a resulg of imposing sanctions |
and we kept everybody out of Oklahoma until corditions did improve and afy teacher who came into
this state locking for a job was under sanctions ard could be blackballed, couldn't even join
the association if they had attempted to do so. ‘This had a pretty drast]c effect upcn the
legislature as well as the governor and we began to look for money.

83 Tulsa Opunty Historical Society has been in existence for same time but }nactive in the
last several years. It is organized and regulatéd by purposes and bylawf as trying to
perpetuate a record of people. I've been real pleased at the response of our former members
in renewing their memberships and we have employed an executive secretary and he's a very
knowledgeable fella and really has been working at this thing and we arejon our way toward

" rejuvenating an organization that has a purpose but lacks money and we hre going to see that
“that is provided. That is geing to be one of my major jobs. To see thaf it is adequately
o Benhulsa istericat Sty s Musetm.
by-laws. We have in ]y ing to
announce a program that will gain greater support than ever,
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107 Will Rogers Memorial Commision - annually we recognize his birthday on Nogember 4th. We
bring to Oklahoma outstanding personalities who were friends of Will Rogefs. We have a

very fine gathering of people interested in Will Rogers and the memorial,| During my

tenure on the board we had a number of projects to inprove the memorial. [We have air
conditioned it, rebuilt the vault, rebuilt the caretakers hame (and I refgr to the manager

as the caretaker). The manager and the curator are Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lovel They do an
excellent job., It might be of same interest that this is the second bigggst shrine in
Mmerica so far as the mmber of visitors are concerned, Mt. Vernon is #1] Will Rogers
Memorial is #2. We exceed 900,000 every year and sometimes it exceeds ong million visitors

a year. The memorial is open 7 days a week from 9-5. Full staff. Bob Paula, their name
is Love, demonstrate their love for that institution. At the present our biggest
project involves OSU trying to set up ways and means of financing and publishing and editing

| of his life story, or I should say the works of Will Rogers (the papers he had written). Will
Rogers works are going to be published in 14 or 15 volumes arnd the first polume will came >ff
sometime in the month of February, this month, and made available to librpries across America. g .

All of the visitors we've had have-had their speeches taped. Our speaker| last November was
Bob McCullough, the international president of Lions International, he lifres in Tulsa and he

138

175

made a very fine presentation.
Hope, etc. These tapes are at the memorial.

The legislature has been very considerate of us, they have never reje

it is the only free shrine of this kind in America and that is the reaso
visitors - its open and we don't sell a thing there except good will.

has gone up because we are on a 40 hour week with our employees and time
time, so this has hurt our operational procedure because we have to keep
close t6 $50,000 which isn't much of a budget. That includes utilities,
a pretty limited budget.
anployees. It isn't an adequate budget.

We've had all the movie stars of recent vpars, Joel McCray, Bob .

a Will Rogers budget,
we've had all these
cost of the operation

hnd a half or double
D,
clerical, janitorial, its:
We get  our top help at a very reasonable fee anfl the rest goes for

The budget is

Oklahoma Blue Cross and Blue Shield - I'm affiliated with them. Mr. Ralph Bethel, the president

and I've known him all of the years he's been affiliated with Blue Cross

pPredecessor, M. B. Helen, who first organized the Oklahama Blue Cross Bluye
part of my time I'm the
program for its employees,

of 1939. By 1946 we had got going. I've considered many things but for
educational oonsultant for BCBS that carries on a continuous educational
455 employees in Tulsa. We have a divisional headquarters at Oklahama Ci
Muskogee, Enid and ore more, I joined BCBS because of the great need fo
teaching profession. It is non-profit, excellent management. We are

the rising cost of

price and this makes tﬁeg‘%ﬂ}ﬁ?gg I;;aéa? ii?@hgyszicl i;{?‘ggg i

hrxl Blue Shield, and his

Shield in the fall

v, lawton, Chickasha,
health care within the
rtunate in that both
S, are also going up iy

erSeuis
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membership for their entire family at OEA but OEA is fortunate in having p master

plan for all teachers and their families and the rate is intensely low,

doesn't even

meet the needs and there is going to have to be sane adjustmnt I'm surefas the contract
is renewed but teachers and adninistrators are health conscious and they jutilize their
pre-paid health program to the extent that no money is made on OEA group fas a profession.
Because we usually have a deficit at the end of the year and this year if is around

$160,000. I have a brother in Chanute, Kansas that has a farnlly plan

t costs him $51.00

a month and in Oklahoma at the present time it is $25.85 which is a real lreasonable family
rate and we've had that for two years and $10.85 for an individual and $3 95 for a student

in college so these are attractlve rates that we have had through BCBS,

When Mr. Helen came to Tulsa in the fall of 1939 there had been a prede
BCBS started in Texas by a group of schoolteachers. Mr. Bee came 0o Tul
in Cklahoma and he stayed a relatively short time until Mr. Helen came d
and took over leadership and he had been building it for about 30 years.
Mr, Ralph Bethel was his first assistant and succeeded him at his death.
essential to everyone and they must have some resources. It used to be-

to get into a hospital but with the BC cards you can get in the easiest

of.. But a person who doesn't have BC almost has to sign his life away t
to get in a hospital. It is true that many get in who can't pay and th
higher as the hospital has to absorb the costs of non—paying patients
pay the doctor either. I didn't want to sell.anything, but a service, t
dedicated to that goal.
involved closely.

The people who process the claims have to know a lot about luman anatamy
bills sutmitted for payment on Blue : Cross—l'nspltallzatlon, and Rlue Shi
that they are not in error - so-they are in the process of education all
the human anatamy and also to understand the terminology that the doctor
might try to use Blue Cross to make false claims which means they are re
their fellow members when they do this, We'check this out carefully but

happen.

We aren't an insurance campany, we aren't in this to make any profit wha

I've been involved two years this coming Septemper.,

ssor from Texas,

a to start the program
from Wiscaonsin

He's deceased now and
But health care is
st impossible

f anything I know

get any consideration
s makes the costs ¢
I guess they don't
pecple and I'm

I've been

to check all the
pld—doctor, to see )
the time - studying

uses, Some people

811y cheating against
occasionally this does

~ o

Fsoever, but we do want
h care program rust

fine property and worth much more than the Blue Cross members paid for i
than renting a building, Tts built and paid for, so it doesn't cost an
taxes, which we pay. i

We don't have to pay, but we it is onl
“Ferlsas Hhistoricale §%ke

should pay the ad W

l@ding in Tulsa, a

and it is cheaper

ing but ad valorem
to taxpayers that we

USELHYE all the
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divisions and the professiocnal work that we do. They have a commmnity dclparment, claims department,
educational orientation department, non group department, Chempis (takes]care of those in the

armed services), Medicare ($50 million a year, a service they do for the|government without

any profit, just what it costs to process medicare claims for the hospitq.ls) . Our budget for

Jast’ year was $117 million for Oklahoma.

296 We belong to a national association of individual plans in education of ur respective

states, but in each state they have their own independent organization add they do affiliate !
with a national organization which was created by the executives of the ¥arious state plans across
the nation and we pay dues to the national organization to keep the natignal office open. It

is a coordinating office and they render a lot of services. As you know} no matter where you

are in the United States, Europe or anywhere in the world, they will admjt you to a hospital

and there is commnication that has to go through the national office to coordinate your

benefits and see that you are taken care of wherever you are.

310 There are two boards, the Blue Cross board and the Blue Shield board (magle up of doctors) and
they furnish the information that.helps write the contracts that each m r has provided these
sexvices, These boards meet annually. or more often if necessary and thepe men give a full day
of their time plus serving on committees that function all year long. They are conscientious
dedicated people, high caliber. ' '
When computerizing, it took a while to set up-to handle 650,000 claims, pefore that it took
5-6 weeks to pay Off a claim. A little bit long and now we've got it dojm to less than a
day after we receive the claim, due to the camputerization.

341 I 'would like to see us make a living legend on the story of Blue Cross ue Shield in Cklahoma.

: I think there is a story that should be told to the people so they wo better understand the ;
organization of which they are a part. We are not competing with insurshce companies and they
should know this and why, There are same people who drop the BCBS ard ret it later because

the profit making organizations cannot handle the health care part of coverage that you

would like to have in the manner that we can handle it, because we just pre not interested

in making a profit - it just isn't possible. We want to run a good orgahization for the purposes
of which we are organized.

‘Tulsa Historical Society & I\*useum






