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Brief synopsis of Interview 

Discussion of Knight's background and his grandmother who was a Cherokee; 
Discussion of the School at Hominy and the leaders of Hominy Oklahoma; Discussion 
of the Will Rogers Memorial and his acquaintance with Will Rogers; Discussion of 
Alfalfa Bill Murray and his campafene for GovernoriJ ''̂ iscussion of the schools In 
Tulsa and some of his former students; Discussion in great length of Will ̂ ogers 
High School and its activitias and honors; discussion of being, i'resident of OEA; 
and Discussion of the establishment and framework of the Oklahoma "lue Cross and 
Blue Shield 
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yntervlev Sublect and Catalog No. 166 R3ymor!d Kni?bt side 1 p-̂ ê 1 

K J 

MEASURE SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QVoyEg (Key by Number) 

Discusses h i s background— date of b i r t h , parents 
and early education. 

Discusses the presentation and celebration of his 
50th year from graduating from Kig-h School at the 
ssmsxs^^Wx school. 

226 

228 

229 

235 

357 

Discusses college work. 

Discusses coming to Oklahof'a and l iv ing r t Hominy.'' 

Discusses coining to Tulsa and entering the Tuls3 
school system. 

Discusses h i s Grandmother and her experiences in 
OklahcTTta. 

Discusses her thoughts'of the Civil '//ar. 

^CAhO^"^ 

266 

272 

278 

287 

290 

295 

303 

304 

Tells Grandmother's name was Crutchet and having 
Cherokee blood in her . 

Discusses not being in teres ted in being of Indian 
blood. 

Discusses having a book about h i s time in schools 
of Oklahona and a picture of his Grandmother in i t . 

Discusses h i s Grandmother ha ving Indian land on tht 
r'nprokf^e n a t i o n . 

•yo'tOf-"^ ' 

Discusses his Grandfather being killed accidently. 

Discusses his grandfather participating in travel 
elections. 

Discusses his Grandmother marrying again and he 
disposing of her properly without her consent. 

Discusses an effort to ̂ et the land back which 
was around BlueJacket, Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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Interview Sublect and Catalog No. 16S Raymond Knlrh t g i d e 1 pg-q 2 
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MEASURE 

306 

314 

322 

330-

343 

348 

'353 

357 

362 

372 

392 

394 

437 

- 454 

4 ^ 

SUBJECT MAITER 

Discusses how she got the land something about 34 
acres. 

I^scusses the hazardous time of living in OK when 
she first crme here. 

Discusses his 8r«t Grandparents first living'- in 
a sod house. 

^escribes hfes Grandmother as being a n̂ uiet woman. 

Discusses his father making the run ita into CK, 
somewhere around Arkansas City, Kansjs. 

Describes his father making the run in a covered 
wagon >7ith his brother. 

Discusses his father staking a claim but not follow 
through on it. 

Discusses the Sooners. ..-X 

Discusses his father not staying long enough to 
keep his claim. 

Description of the type of people at the run. 

Discusses comlnp- to Tulsa d'jrine the race riot. 

Describes the race riot. 

Discusses coming to Hominy in 1925 and what brought 
him there. 

Described Hxxs Homiby when he came dô-jn in 1925. 

Discusses addressing a Por-f.-Jow in 1926 or 27. 

DRAMATIC OUOTES 

ng 

^p^6 i^'^> 

' 

(Key by Number) 
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In te rv iew Sublect a 

MEASURE 

498 

505 

510 

521 

538 

548 

559 

572 

583 

611 

- 622 

635 

629 

nd Cata log No. T.Sfi p.ovT^mrl Kni •^ht <̂ i H^ T r^-.̂ ^ 3 

SUBJECT MATTER 

Discusses r e c e i v i n g 2 i n d i a n b lanks for speaking. 

Discusses Paul P i t t s b e i n g the l a s t Osage Chief he 
pe r sona l l y knew. 

Names some of the l e a d e r s i n Hominy a t t h a i t ime . 

(John Abbot t , Shucamol,^, Drummons, Carl I 'btthews, 
Harty Madless, Ray I'lulindorf, Crommer, J .A. Prest)u: 

Talks about Ray Hi l indor f and h i s f ami ly . 

Discusses ' the P e t e t s and Crowes be ing prominent 
i n the work of I n d i a n s , 

Discusses h i s book "Toward Exce l l ence" . 

Compliments Oklahoma C h r i s t i a n College on the work 
wiLQ sx-uaents. 

Discusses going t o P r i n c t o n Univ, f o r Scholarship 
Board. 

Describes t h e school a t HomJ.T^, 

Discusses one of h i s companions and a s s i t a n t 
p r i n c i p a l s became P r e s . of J .C , P e n n y ' s . 

Continues t o d i s c u s s t h e schoo l . 

^ s c u s s e s some of t h e v i s i t o r s t o Hom'.ny HI. School 
( a l f a l f a B i l l l-!urray) 

Discusses Alfa l fa B i l l Murray speaking t o the studer 
(when he was running fo r Governor.) ( a l s o h i s v i s i t 

vrith him) 

DRAMATIC OUOTES (Key by Number) 

' 

-

y ) 

/ 

\ 

t s . \ 
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In te rv iew Sublect and Cata log Ko. l'-.6 R,c.yTr.o>̂ d Kni^hv .si r̂ q 2 pa era/-

O 

MEASURE pUBJECT MATTER PRAMATIC OUOTES (Key b y Number) 

000 

, 4 

^ , 014 
i6 

Discusses His ind ian f r i e n d s a t Hominy, 
( j u s t names the names) 

Names some men promenent i n Hominy. 

I ^ scusses t each ing only t h i n g s f o r College bound s t i d e n t s . 

^ 021 

025 

031 

058 

Discusses problems of adequate ly f inanc ing schoo l s . 

Discusses p e o j l e i n Hominy be ing very i n t e r e s t e d i n 
the school system. 

M.scusses knowing VJill Rogers . 

Discusses -.^11 Rogers j u s t f a l l i n g i n t o t h e 
w r i t i n g of a r t i c l e s . 

\^\{X fUXf^^ 
h * 

064 

071 

074 

086 

Discusses meeting him again j u s t a s h o r t time b e f o r 
h i s Alaskan T r i p , 

Discusses be ing Chairman of the Board of T'fi.ll Roger; 
tfemorial• 

Discusses be ing i n t h e process of making a book out 
of h i s ( W i l l Rogers) Twi t i ngs . (probably be 15 volui 

Discusses moving t o Tulsa i n about 1930, 

es . ) 

089 

097 

101 

123 

139 

l^iscusses t h e F i r e B e l l Measures* of B i l l I-Iurray, 

^ s c u s s e s be ing in B i l l I'&irray's o f f i c e dur ing Gov, 

Discusses doming t o T u l s a , and knoi-dng Henry Goran; 

Descr ibes the Tulsa Schools i n 1 9 3 0 ' s . (budget Prottem) 

Names some of h i s s t u d e n t s who have made fame Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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In te rv iew Sublect and Catalog No. lo6 Raymond Knight Side 2 Face 5 

MEASURE SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC OUOTES (Key by Number) 

139 

168 

172 

Discusses Anita Bryant Green being one of his students. 

Discusses Buddy Fallus being a student at '.-'ill Rogers. 

Discusses the V-ill Rogers High School being a good 
school. a^ai^fu/VJ^ fdoG^^"^ ^'^ ' 

184 

189 

194 

196 

Discusses once a week assembl ies put on by the s t u c e n t s , 

Discusses having g r a d u a t e s being a l l over t h e ytfVT?nĉ  U.S. 
and v a r i o u s p r o f e s s i o n s . 

^ s c u s s e s t h e formation of ' .-ail Rogers High in 1939-|1940 
school y e a r . 

Discusses be ing p r i n c i p a l i n 1950 to 1969, 

198 

209 

215 

230 

Discusses having a p r o d i c a l a t every assembly, 
(us ing t h e pledge alle<"ence t o the fcxi f l a g and 

the American Ci^ed a s p a r t of the ceremony) 

Describes *v7ill Rogers Hi as having a very high c u r r culum. 

Discusses ••Jill Rogers vn.nni-ig the Bellony Award. 
(which promoted c i t i z e n s h i p ) 

Discusses Dr. Zachar ius from IW! asking V/ill Rogers High 

246 

271 

t o be one of 50 exper imental schools i n the Physica 
science Department, 

Discusses t h e Philosophy of schools and t r y i n g t o h 
s e l e c t i v e cu r r i cu lum. 

Discusses h i s d e f i n i t i o n of Education a s be ing a pu 
modif ica t ion of b e h a v i o r . 

ive a h ighly 

l y 
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t • . „- . . . - . . . . . - , . ; . . . , . . - / - . - r -vr o- o 
yptervjew Subject and Catalog No. l.'jB T̂ -̂ vmonH Kni'^^ht '^ide ^ p-.^e 8 

mtssM. 
277 

289 

301 

SUBJECT MATTER 

Discusses not ever having a drug problem §nd mostly 
having students who are ver cooperative. 

Discusses being the first President elect of OEA 
and PresldeY\ts of the 0E& 1964-65. 

Discusses loosing teachers because of poor pay. 

DRAMATIC QUOTES ( ^ 7 by Number) 

317 

334 

344 

357 

Discusses as being P r e s i d e n t of OSA meeting many 
t imes i-rith t h e Gov. and L e g i s l a t u r e t o ge t 
b e t t e r school l e g i s l a t i o n . 

Discusses t h e s t a t e adop t ing a saying "No new t^xes 
for ary mfy r̂wy purpose ." 

Discusses invoking s a n c t i o n s on Oklahoma. 

Discusses the background of the Tulsa County H i s t o r i c a l 
Soc i e ty , 

370 

382 

395 

404 

Discusses f u t u r e hopes of the Tulsa S o c i e t y . 

Discusses some of the a c t i o n s of the Tf^ll Roger 
CommAssion. 

I'̂ m' irial •/no^^i^W vyx^^^^ '^^^ 
r r - & ^ o i i * ^ ^ 

Tells that VJill Rogers Memorial is the 2nd biggest 
Shrine in the US as far as visitors are concereed, 

making a book E 
Discusses again the process^f the life story of . 
Will Rogers and his Works, 

420 

429 

438 

457 

T e l l s of some s p e c i a l g u e s t s t o the Jfemorial 
(Bob J ^ c u l l o h , Joe l tfcCray, Bob Hope) 

Discusses ' /Ji l l Rogers be ing a f r e e Shb ine . 

Discusses the Budget of t h e Jfemorial. 

Discusses the Oklahoma Blue Cross and Blue 
S h i e l d ' ^ f f l e e r s Ralph B e t h e l and N, B . Helen Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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interview Subject and Catalog No. l66fi R-ymond Knirht side ?, Pq--e 7 

J 

MEASURE SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number) 

477 

509 

546 

Discusses the teachers policy in Blues Cross and 
Blue Shield. 

Discusses the formation of Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield in Oklahoma. 

D i s c u s s e r b i g " ^ ^ t i ^ ftTt7° C-rn'^^ o-̂ -̂  'Pino q^-! al H 

582 

595 

620 

in the Education part, 

^scusses the departments of the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shieid. 

Discusses the connection with the National Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield. 

%scusses the two boards Blue Gross Board and 
Blue Shield Board (Slield is made of doctors) 

646 

663 

^ s c u s s e s becoming Computerized. 

Discusses the purpose and aim of the Blue Cross 
and Blue S h i e l d . 

Tulsa Historical Society & Museum



2-10-71 

INTERVIEW SUBJECT AND CATALOG NO. DR. RAYMOND KNIGHT SIDE NO. OF TAPE Tape 5, Side 1 Left, Side 2 Left PAGE 1 of n 

SUBJECT MAHER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number) 

260 

303 

Bom Fort Scott, Kansas 1-4-1903. ̂  Moved to Columbus Kansas, entered big L school. M^ved 
24 miles north to Gerard, Kansas, ccnpleted school and graduated in 1920 A year aao I 
was anvited back to recognize my 50th year graduaUon frcm high school a d I was the 
speaker of the evening at our reunion to approx, 20 of my former classma es of 1920. It 
was shockiijg realization to find it had been 50 years since I had gradua' ,ed. (Laugh) Went 
to Kansas State Teachers (Allege at Pittsburg, graduated with an il̂ degr e in S C ^ 
to Oklahana as high school principal at Honiny, Oklahana until Fall 1929 Came to Tulsa 
in the tall of 1929 as elementary school principal for 3 years. Reraaine 17 years at 
elementary - junior high.- In 1950 moved to Will Rogers High School as p incipal until 1970, 

^Jnf"^^^ ""̂  grandmother, of Cherokee heritage, vtei I was in high schoo , in Gerard. I asked 
?f V L ^ r ^ i ^ ^ 2 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Oklahana, She was 92 in 1919. She told m : she came to Oklah^ 
in 1848 from Kingston, Tennesee with her husband and family, settled at slueiacket Oklahoii 
and r e ^ e d there a great many years, Ste gave birth to Is childrenfa 1 S ? 3 l i v S ^ S ^ 

^vS^^^' 5 / ^ ? ^ ^ ^ J - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 3 ̂ i ^^^' I ̂ ^ interested in the Civil w S Sd 
^ S w ^ ' ' "^^ ^^ reriembered. She related sane of the skirmishes involv ng the indians and 
« I ^ h ? ^ ^ ° ' ' S ^ °^^' ^^^^^ ̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ ' P^tiaalary on the sid: of the south. She 
w^? ^ s shocking thing to me "do you realize my irother lived during th . time of Washington-:>" 
^ ; ^ i I^ even realize this was- a possibility, to Oien she related it and she waston 
sonetmie m the early quarter of the 18th century, sanetime around 1830, she related this about 
T " ^ ^ . f ̂ /^^^^- ^ ^ ^ ^ °^ ̂ ^ ^^^^ .^^t ^t that time along i . Georgia, I S i e " 
My granctother's name v^s Crochit and she wasCherokee. I never was par^aalarly InteSstS 
m that phase of my ancestry because, not that I was ashamed to ask, butiit appeared to me that 
a great n^y people of ĉ estionable character, morals and reputatioA oftLtim^rSSnS to 
b^part Indian Oien m reality they v̂ uld be a disgrace if it were tnae.rin all my^Sr^of ' 

iixe to think of mdians as being good JSnericans and in fact, the first 00% Americans She 
.^s a great_^n and look«i her indian heritage. Her picture a^ a lit le s S S ^ h ; r 
n^iLi^^ ̂  Georgia and Tennessee and Oklahana is in a little book vM|h was edited and 
published about ny life in the schools of Oklahana. ^ < = ^ r ^ 

mtist 

f ai dlies 

I had a great many relatives in Oklahoma, a lot of whĉ n I'd never met 
cane to Oklahana, and sane later dispersed, but they all raised large'__ 
Grandfather Knight, a full blooded Englishman, .died an untimely death (hi 
not seriously enough.to kill him, and his horse dragged him home, manglet 
had gotten has foot caught in the stirrup) and this was during the triba • 
participated to seme eictent and these were hot affairs in Indian Tferrito y 

of my uncles had 
After 

had been shot - but 
and dead, because he 
elections and he 

She married another'man and he disposed, of her proj^ty against her will „.^^., , ^ .u.^^nr. 
There W5S scsne effort to repossess the land it was around Blueiacket so she did h;,vo ^r, T ^ ^ = „ 
allotment, it v^^^t a lot of land, by tl^t I mean *en they m d f l S ' a f ^ & t ^ ' ' t S S ^ f 

- without her consent, Tulsa Historical Society & Museum



:NTERVIEW SUBJECT AND CATALOG NO. 
n r . R^^7nY^nr^ Ti•r.-igĤ - SIDE NO. OF TAPE PAGE 2 of 11 

SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number) 

405 

502 

552 

Ocmmission these parcels of land were sized in terms of the amount of 
had. I think she had 30-40 acres. They tried to repossess it because 
land. There was coal and later sane ore. 

Ir iian blood you 
: became mineral 

3nly to gain a She used to tell me of hazardous times they had living in Oklahana, not ̂ .^y ^ yc^. a 
livelihood but m i d animals that attacked people in this early day; pantJiers,for example. 
It was dangerous for children. She lived in a sod h^use, later developdi a honestead. My 
father participated in the Oklahana Run but she didn't. She was a quiet wonan and not 
tilled with descriptive wrds. I admired her because of the principles bhat guided her 
life, respect for integrity, truthfulness. 

wac Dn Father made the run near Arkansas City, Kansas. He was in a covered 
Henry, with him, v*io lived in Perry. Father staked a claim but didn't 
participated as a lark. Many sooners staked out the claims before the _ 
of claim junping; also. All types and descriptions of people,particularly 
whb were selling water. You could buy whiskey cheaper than water. 

had a brother, 
^^llow through. Many 

. There was a lot 
men with no principles 

1 an, 

^ J ^ r ? ? - ^ ^ ^ ^ f " * ^ ^ " ^ ''^°^' ^ ^ evidence of it, I think the firs : incident occurred 
of high school, made at-the Tulsa Hotel. % of loss of life was mostly- negro. I was just outJ ̂ . .^y.. :,^^x, u.ac 

the journey with a friend in a 1916 Model T, didn't hit any pavement fr^ n Pittsburg, Kansas 
until we hit Tulsa city limits, where Peoria crossed the RR tracks. Anc -Jher fella came with 
me 3nd we saw evidence of the riot, were cautioned by the police not to Involve ourselves in 
r!iL!??..^ were shied away from the area v̂ iere incidents could have occjarred. A lot of 

was ray first view of 
jane pavement at 1st 
Line, If it rained 
/CH2 o u t . That didn't 

, , ^ — — ^^ L-w-n^u «-"%-'\Aj.ij lu^vt:; '-A^k. 

curiosity seekers were present, along with myself, coming to Tulsa. That 
Tulsa and. I will say at that time it wasn't very inpressive. There was 
and Peoria, rest was dirt road clear up through Skiatook and the Kansas 
a little you had the hazard of gettii^ stuck and someor^s having to pull 
h^pen to us on that trip. _ We were just a couple of young fellas out fc: a lark on a weekend 

Lot of men shooting to see vtotwas happening in Tulsa. There were a lot of guntoters and a ».̂ . w. . ^ , x̂iuucxiiu 
people on sight and with no provocation other than maybe they were ident Lfied as a particular 
race and .they fired at wall. I couldn't say how much life was lost at t mt tine but it was 
considerable because I was not a resident of OUTsa, just a curiosity see cer, so I don't know exactly 

Hcnuny 1925 - an opportunity to try ray wings at teaching, I had heard 
m Oklahoma, PaOruska was my first stop and I talked to the superintei 
interested in rae but said he'd let me know so I went on down to Hcminy 
superintendent of schools, and I wasn't with him 30 minutes and he had < 
to sign so I stayed 4 years and got acquainted with a great many indian-
had 4 profitable years in Haniny. 

superintenc snt 
a id 

c Dout teaching opportunities 
there and he was 

met A, W. Beavers, 
contract ready for me 
as well as whites and 

Tulsa Historical Society & Museum



[NTERVIEW SUBJECT AND CATALOG NO. D̂ - R A M ) N D KNIGHT siDE NO. OF TAPE PAGE 3 of 11 

SUBJECT MATTER DRAMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number) 

593 

642 

655 

673 

east- ;est Came to IMlsa in 1929, Homtny had sane paved streets in 1925, one _ 
north-south. There were a great many Osage indians livir^ in Hominy on 
basis. They were receiving sanething like $4000 each quarter for every 
lot Oi. money. They had struck oil in the Osage and these were restricte i 
guardian, I made sane lasting friendships, I had the privilege of addressing 
there at the insistence of Chief Bacon Rind and John Abbott, the Tulsa 
Osage leadership in Honiny. So it was on John Abbott's place that I addressed 
Feb. 22, 1925 or possibly 1926 or 1927. Don't remonber for sure. 

and 1 
>il royalty head right 
lead right. An awful 
indians, each had a 

a pow wDw 
c|junterpart of the 

t h i s pow wow on 

h ? l T J S f " ^ T ; ^ ^ 2 ? group - 3 t o 400 indian men, with seme women a id they came t o the 
high school and John Abbott, a fu l l blood Osage, asked me to cane addres s the grx>up. I asked 
him why don t you ask the president of the bank (Ray Mulleadore) or sane member of the board 
^ f ^ ^ ^ " ° ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t a r y ^ ° f the chamber of o^nerce and he said "alread. t ry -an, we want vou." 
^ ^ ^ ^ f t J Z ^ ^ ' ^ " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 9 e Washington's birthday, vAic i m s short notice I 
to ld him I d be happy to do anything he asked me t o and meet h i s group o : Indian friends fron 
New ftecico, Wyani^g, Oklahona, Colorado, v^st s«jitent of the pojnilation Jiat now m e e S ^ S S u p . 

S ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ t T l ^ ^ " ^^"^^ ^ ^ ^ ° ° ^ ^ °"^ * ^ ^ ' ' ^ ' ^ - I t r i ed to d > a p a t r i o t i c job but 
the thing about the experience i s tha t I never knew v t e i I was turning a lyone on or off period r 
I had an in te rpre te r standuig by my side and I had a microphone with me ffld I ' d t a lk 5 mimtes 'and 
my in te rpre te r «.uld take one senteice t o say v*at i t book ire 5 minutes :o say and toT™ 
t S f h»M f ^ J T .^^^ ° f ^ t ^ ° ^ ^<5. ̂  " ^ ^ stop me by laying his hand on my arm and 
S ^ T ^ h f i ? ^ minutes on v to t I ' d said in one s ^ t e n c e . Ih i s was a most unusual experience 
and I shal l always raienber i t . They were very kind and appreciated my icceptance. The n e S 

a memento of t ha t day John Abbott brought me t w new indian blankets lihich I s t i l l have as „ „^,:^.. 
occasion I have a host of friends in Honiny and t h i s has been a long t me ago. i frequenUy got 
a w S i r " ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ""^^^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ " E^sona l ly a o j u a ^ t ^ ^ with. He d i S ^ S 
a yeax ago. 

Prominent Indians: Shunkamola,John Abbott, and praninent businessmen \^o := 
the Drummonds, Carl Matthews, Harry Matliss, Ray Mullendore, Mr. Kroner 
P e t i t t s , and the Crows. . "-- • 

served as guardians were 
J . A. Presberry, the 

Ray Mullendore was re la ted to Mullendores in Cleveland and the ones on the 
-Lamily, nade wise investments in land and real e s t a t e of various forms, 
c i t i zens of Hominy. " They were outstanding leaders and big property owne 
from Cleveland v ^ were a lso in the banking business and c a t t l e business 

Fred Petty was the only other v^iito man a t the pow wow. I have a 
Osages tha t Jnngs in my study a t hone. Mr. Abbott delivered the picture 

carple :e 

ranch, A conservative 
Highly regarded by the 
s, especially those 

picture of these 
along with the blankets. Tulsa Historical Society & Museum



INTERVIEW SUBJECT AND CATALOG NO. I^^MOND KNIGHT SIDE NO. OF TAPE PAGE 4 of 11 

MEASURE SUBJECT MATTER DRMATIC QUOTES (Key by Number) 

700 

713 

862 

The title of the book is TCWARD EXCELLEĴ CE, I don't ronaiaber if their p 
These vrords, TOWARD EXCELLENCE, kind of defined me because I was constan-lly 
iirprove things at Will Rogers High School and make it one of Anerica's b st 
pretty well succeeded. We are known in every major educational institution 
Washington D.C, to California and our graduates are scattered all around 

cture is in it or not 
seeking ways to 
and I think we 
in the U.S. fron 

t±ie globe. 

I go to Princeton once a year for national scholarship board. This is m* 
award $175,000 - 200,000 a year to mostly freshmen, sane 4 year, but mos ly 

Hcminy - the high school was relatively new, 3 story, 600 students were here at the beginning 
of the depression. But there was a recession before the 1929 crash. We 
economics and shops, phys education, as an econony because they were not 
college. My recomendation was not to close that, but we kept Spanish, french, and Latin and 
the academic subjects. 

last year. Vie 
1 year. 

closed our hone 
necessary to enter 

One of my asst principals later became president of J, C. Penney in New ' 
We were a team. He was in"charge.>of the junior high. Shops, junior and 
the same grounds. 

brk - Ray Jordan, 
senior high were on 

Qne of our visitors was Alfalfa Bill Murray who spoke to the student bod;' on his return frcm ^ 
Bolivia, he was seeking election as governor, I thought he wouldn't be sleeted. He looked 
axound my anall office as he had a chewof tobacoo in his mouth and said *^re's a spittoon. 
I said, Mr, Murray, I'm sorry but the school board doesn't furnish that. Just open that 
window and you can expectorate out the window. He did, it was a windy d ly and it blew back 
against the florentine glass and before the rain washed that gob of juic ; off n^ window he 
was in. the governor's chair. He had a wonderful voice and made a fine presentation on Bolivia. 
Before he left, he asked me if I'd maJce a small contribution to his canp d.gn and I asked him 
v^at do you want, Mr. Murray. And he said just enough bus fare to get t > Pa\diuska and I said, 
Mr. Murray, you lave it and my good wishes. I still didn't think he cou .d get elected but 
I was in error, I visited him at the state capitol after the election. He was a great character 
and had a great deal of wisdom and a fine delivery as a speechmaker, I fcontributed a vdiole 
$2.00, 

Bulrkhardts, I had a good many indian friends in Haniny, Walter Maytoh,Shunkamola^ 
and Cecil Drurnnond, Carl Matthews, Mr. Ogleby, J, A, Presbery, I4r, Krone : 
Harry Matliss, Sam Gordon, who later moved to Norman with drygoods 
an agricultural and oil canmunity I thought we should have saved hone 
because only 30% \ient on to college and 70% would have profited fron 

busir 3SSS 

hat 2 

In Pittsburg, JCansas one time I visited in the hone pf the potentate of the mystic shrine. 

Whites, Fred 
, Ray Mullendore, 

Being mainly 
ec^oonomics and shop 

econonics and shop. 

Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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c 1 I knew'him personally because he had a son my age. He told me one day 
shrine was going to have a special guest on their Saturday night banquet 
going to speak. Mr-., Pingrey asked me if I'd like to meet Will Rogers 
said he'll .be at my house in the middle of the afternoon. Drop by and 
My wife-to-be was o n e o f Mr. Pingrey's secretaries. 

the street that the 
and Will Rogers was 
I said yes. He 

^ u can meet hira. 
an i 

I met Mr. Rogers and I was still in college. Mr. Rogers-asked me v*iat dwas taking and \>*iat I 
intended;- to-be"and i said well, it looks like I'm going to be a school :eacher and he kind 
of ducked his head, and said "well you know, I had a niece that was just pying to "be a teacher" 
and then he put his finger up oyer his nose, looked over, his glasses at 
darn' near did." and then he further responded "starved to death" - thi 
humor. He saw funny things in everyday living; every waking monent. He 
among people that were conical. This affair had highballs served but IJid. Rogers didn't 
participate and didn't sioke. Fron the correspondence and writing of hi 3 I've read since, 
he inibibed occasionally in his younger days vdien he was a covjtooy in Tex^, South America and 
South Africa, he had,.joined several'wild west shows, rodeo'circuits and 
shows and got started iii'show business through,Zack ̂ !blhall, 

me, and he said "she. 
is typical- of Rogers 
just saw relationships 

I met him again in tulsa in the Tulsa Wbrld of f ice with- Norris Henthorne 
he died ahd I was on a park board with Mr, Henthorne, ̂  - -

I talked to Mr, J-ijrray one time arxi I said yoii are in a peculiar, precadii 
governor of OklalTona, Aren't you afraid you'll be one of the guys they' LI 
he said in a deep voice."if-they ever do it'll be like a bunch of rabbitjs 
and he meant it. 

I k n ^ Johnston Murray even better than Bill but I. was in Bill's office 
he ronffribered fondly the trip to Hcminy. 

m ^ I came to Tulsa as a result of a oonveition I went to in Dallas and I 
director of the Tulsa Public Schools in Dallas at the Kiwanis Conventior 
have an application on file in Tulsa, and I said no sir, -I don't and he 
else does, I don't know v*iy you shouldn't. I asked if he was recormend^ng 
and he said he'd welcome an ^plication fron rae. Ife said he couldn't 
inmediately but he said he wouldn't forget me. I filed an ^plication 
desk I don't know how long and vrtienever I was in Tulsa I'd go by and see 
he said I'm going to surprise you. I don't think you believe we'll hirt 
something for yDu this fall. 

Mr. Perry Gowens was also a great character. He served under Merl Priniy as the director of 

liian^ionship roping 

shortly before 

-oiis position as 
try to inpeach and 
treeing a wildcat" 

as governor, and 

the personnel 
He said, do you 

said well about everyone 
I file an application 

anything 
it stayed on his 

him. The last time 
you but I've got 

pi anise 
c nd 
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1069 

1114 

1248 

1306 

personnel and later became superintendeit of schools ai^ also business n anager and 
he had a fine 9 year term as superintendent, very human sort of siroerint indent. He wasn't 
n^fnS v l ^ ^ i ^ eaucation practices as perhaps he should have been but he understooi human 
n f ^ r . ^ ^ than any man I ever met. He had an insight into charactei and understandi^ 
of people and their acts of behavior and he read than just about right4^ery time. "^ 

1930 - harrowing times to meet the budget. Good staff, in the process 
off a lot of teachers. Budget for the vdTOle system a year then wouldn' 
Schools for one month now. Our physical property had all run down, our 
was run on a shoe string, they couldn't even fix a leak in the roof 

cf 

becc ise 

retrenchment. Laid 
carry the Tulsa Public 
tiaintenance department 

we didn't have any nroney, 

^v^= ^ S ^ Gre^ has 4 children, ste was a vronderful person, has rel-i jious background. 
loves to attend religious conferences and made 14 appearances at the Whi.= n^a=e aiunq • 
was an excell^t student at Will Rogers. Participated in all school acti/iUes, excellent 
acadanic record, member of music department,soloist in assarblies, and it was in the a cappella 
f Z r r , . t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ she got the inspiration for sirring the Battle H^m of S e ^ p ^ l i ^ ' 
^ h / ^ n ^ i f f ™ ^ " ^ spinetearmg the Battle Bymi fron the A Capella Choir. ihiVis wh.. 
she smgs a lot in national hook ups now. She r^lly believes in the Ur Lted States of J t o i ^ 
I*ny people her age today l«ve mixed feelirgs airi. d o ^ s today but she i . S y tofla^th^ 
America. • 

te House along. She 

Buddy Fallis, District Attorney of Tulsa,was a Rogers student 
program against the use of drugs. He is Cc crying on an effective 

We had lots of student teacher planning at Will Rogers and were -
high schools in America. Vfe had loyalty and accountability for tiiiir^d 
All assemblies were produced by the students, not the teachers or 
on stage vas when they invited me. I usually sat in the audience 

Viii ̂ ^f^s.High School opened in the Fall of 1939, graduated first clai 
1950, I finished in 1969. 

frequentf-y rated in the top 10 
effort fron our students, 

princit^l and only time I was 

in 1940, I came in 

Frances Bellamy, a Boston patriot, wrote the Pledge of Allegiance and we 
protocol to begin the assonbly with the pledge and then the Americans Q Bed 
IS more uipressive than the pledge. Most of our visitors didn't know it 
by William Tyler Page at Annapolis, Maryland and the original • • American 
m bronze in an institution across from the Naval Academy in the Annapol L 

I've always been proud of having a progressive school curriculum. 

We received the Bellamy Award by a national organization listing Will 
rv,T-^•,r^^^^T-^v rrrvV! in r!p«.7^1nni na H+-i-7.p.r,5̂ bi n nrocrrams in iqS7. Thev onl\J 

used a certain 
vrtiich I think 
It was written 

s Creed is encased 
s State House, 

Rcfeers High School as 
Dicked one school every 
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1345 

01 

12 

50 years. The next will be 2007. We tried to carry out the spirit tha 
^̂ nerica - respect for our nation, our flag, institutions, and our young 
most when they had this type of attitude aid feeling about their school 
better job in class. The teachers responded and were treated with resp :ct 

ra Dr. zacharias fron MIT met me in Tulsa one time at the Mayo and asked 
participate in a physical science study program sponsored by the Presxu 
(Eisenhour) this was \>dTen Sputnik went up and all high schools were fai 
and math. This was a new program in physics and we'd be one of 50 
pilot schools for that program.. We were rated highly also by the North 
college and university vdiere we sent students. 

Presid mt 

scho )ls 

BEGENNH-JG OF TAPE S, side 2 Left 

Most high school students have an excellent attitude and record, as it 
student is important and worthy of a teachers time. Nobody is put in a 
because of limitations of experience or maybe his aptitude for knowledg 
provide a program that each could live i:5> to his potenUal and his 
himself and move toward excellence to the, extent of his ability. 

: we think made 
people benefited 
They did a 

if I'd like to 
of the U.S. 

ing in science 
that would be 

Central and every 

iTK^""^^^^^^ f ^ ^ °^ the OEA in 1963-1964 and became president in 19 15, Durii^ my tenure 

s KDuld be. Every 
:ategori2ed groiip 

Vie try to 
attitudes to irtprove 

from Will Rogers H.S, a great deal,) I was ijiposed on to respond to the 
at a low ebb as far as financing schools in Oklahona and the legislature 
to want to make any big strides of irrprovonent. Then we had a chame of 
state -house so not only the legislature was having difficulty in finding . 
the governor was limited in vdiat he thought oould be financed in Oklahon L 

call because we were 
didn't seem inclined 
politics in the 
the' money but also 

^ J ^ sc dissatisfied with the low salaries and our better teachers go ng to California or 
wherever they could get a de<^t livii^ wage, vMch we were ix>t paying, « we had a rough ?Le-
lor a ̂ ^le in Tulsa. We got replacement teachers fron pecple ̂ o were lot as well qualified 
personally or professionally. In my opinion w e ^ v e never" caught i?> to ̂  fere we shoSd be 
so I think the new governor is assessing the situation just about right. We ought to be 

T f ' ^ J ^ ^ ^ u ' ^ ' ^ "^ ^ ^ ^^^- ^ ^ is ̂ °t an enviable position a d the only way to 
get better teachers and to iirprove your educational program is to-provid : more money - not 
3ust to pay teacl:^s salaries. You can always attract better teachers w ̂  you have got 
a better salary schedule, better pr^ared teachers and better in perform ince, better in their 
o? nPA i ^ S f f ^ ^ "? leading children in tte right direction, so. when : b e c ^ president 
t L ? ^ . S "^T f ̂  l^^flature and the governor and I don't taiov ow ireny tin^s I had 
that experience a m I frequently appeared before the legislature as well as before the governor Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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55 

69 

83 

that session, 
far as we wanted 
bordering states 

conpare ourselves 
and this isn't 

made during his term 

trying to defend the legislative program that we hoped to inplement durir j 
We did make some progress and Gov. Bellmon reluctantly I would say x-jent a s 
hira to go. He did make sane inprovanent bat we weren't keeping up with c or 
and we haven't to date. Vfe keep getting farther and farther behind as we 
with surrounding states. I think the present legislature and the govemoi -elect 
discounting t-lr. Bartlett's effort, because a great deal of iirproveraent Wt s 

uncoipleted thought. 

When I was president of OEA I was the spokeanan for the beacliers an3. I wt nt about the state in 
every county of the state meeting school people and patrons trying to gei thsn to put pressure 
on the legislature to find more money for education but this has always 1: een a hard thing to 
do because we adopted a philosophy during Roy Turner's administration am 
until this year of no new taxes for any purpose and this had a bad effeci 
because certainly you could justify spending money on education if it is 
and their opportunities for the future'. 

I spent most of -my time during that year and it was a long year for me, 
people that they should see the way toward exercising their influence on 
the governor to raise more money to have better schools and to give thei: 
better opportunity. 

we never laid it aside 
on the school system 
going to iirprove youth 

1 rying to convince 
the legislature and 
cwn children a 

We made seme progress but not as much as-1 would have liked to see, a i ^ • here have been 
considerable inproverents since 1964-1965. We did invoke sanctions, we ( idn't go all the way. 
We didn't blackball Oklahona as we were accused of doing. But it was pre ty well known across, 
Oklahana and Ar:ierica that Oklahona teachers v^re not going to stand stil about this matter of 
increasing revenues for education - WQ did make sane progress as a resul . 
and we kept everybody out of OklahoTB until conditions did improve and a y teacher who came into 
this state looking for a job was under sanctions and could be blackballe I, couldn't even join 
the association if they had attempted to do so. This had a pretty drast -- • 
legislature as we l l as the governor and we began to look for money. 

.c effect upon the 

Tulsa County Historical Society has been in existence for sane timfe but nactive in the 
last several years. It is organized and regulated by purposes and bylaw j as trying to 
perpetuate a record of people. I've been real pleased at the response o ': our former members 
in renewing their memberships and we have onployed an executive secretar ' and he's a very 

on our way toward 
ire going to see that 

knowledgeable fella and really has been working at this thing and we are 
rejuvenating an organization that has a purpose but lacks money ard we 
that is provided. That is going to be one of ray raajor jobs. To see that it is adequately 
financed and we can do some of the things t t B t are described in our objectives ahd in our 
by-laws. We have interested members and I predict tfet in a very short 
announce a program that will gain greater support than ever. 

ome we are going to 
Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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107 

138 

175 

Will Rogers Mororial COrmision - annually we recognize his birthday on Nô  onber 4th. We 
bring to Oklahoma outstanding personalities who were friends of Will Roge s. Wfe have a 
very fine gathering of people interested in Will Rogers and the memorial. Durit^ my 
tenure on the board we had a number of projects to inprove the moTDrial. We have air 
conditioned it, rebuilt the vault, rebuilt the caretakers hone (and I ref r to the manager 
as the caretaker). The manager and the curator are Mr. and Mrs. Bob Love They do an 
excellent job. It might be of seme interest that this is the second bigg !st shrine in 
America so far as the number of visitors are concerned, Mt. Vernon is #1 Will Rogers 
Manorial is #2. We exceed 900,000 every year and sometimes it exceeds on : million visitors 
a year. The memorial is open 7 days a week from 9-5. Full staff. Bob a id Paula, their name 
is love, denonstrate their love for that institution. At the present tim ; our biggest 
project involves OSU trying to set up ways and means of financing and pub .ishing and editing 
of his life story, or I shoiild say the works of Will Rogers (the papers h ; had written), Will 
Rogers works are going to be published in 14 or 15 volumes aid the first volume will cane off 
sonetime in the month of February, this,, month, ard made available to lihr uries across ftnerica. 

All of the visitors we've had have^had their speeches taped. Our speaker 
Bob McCullough, the international president of Lions International, he Ii 
made a very fine presentetion. We've had all the movie stars of recent y ;ars, Joel McCray, Bob 
Hope, etc. These t^es are at the manorial. 

last November was 
^s in Tulsa and he 

The legislature has been very considerate of us, they have never rejected a Will Rogers budget, 
it is the only free shrine of this kind in î merica and that is the reason we've had all these 
visitors - its open and we don't sell a thing there except good will. Th; cost of the operation 
has gone 1:5) because we are on a 40 hour week with our enployees and time ind a half or double 
time, so this has hurt our cperational procedure because we have to keep ip. Ihe budget is 
close to $50,000 v*uch isn't much of a budget. That includes utilities, clerical, janitorial, its 
a pretty limited budget. We get' our top help at a very reasonable fee ai^ the rest goes for 
©iployees. It isn't an adequate budget. 

Oklahcma Blue Cross and Blue Shield - I'm affiliated with than. Mr. 
and I've known him all of the years he's been affiliated with Blue Cross 
predecessor, M. B. Helen, vh^ first organized tl^ Oklahona Blue Cross Blife 
of 1939, By 1946 we had got going. I've considered many things but for 
educational consultant for BCBS that carries on a continuous educational 
455 anployees in Tulsa. We have a divisional headquarters at Oklahoma 
Muskogee, Enid and one more, I joined BCBS because of the great need foi 
teaching profession. It is non-profit, excellent managenent. We are 
the rising cost of hospitalization and medical care, physician's attenticjns 
price and this makes it a real heavy load on a family^to c a r r y the burder 

Ralf 1 Bethel, the president 
and Blue Shield, and his 
Shield in the fall 

part of my time I'm the 
urogram for ite enployees, 

Cijty, lawton, Chickasha, 
health care within the 

un4>rtunate in that both 
, are also going up i^ 

of Blue Cross Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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monbership for their entire family at OEA but OEA is fortunate in having a master 
plan for all teachers and their families and the rate is intensely low, : t doesn't even 
meet the needs and there is going to have to be some adjustnnnt I'm sure 
is renewed but teachers and administrators are health conscious and they 
pre-paid health program to the extent that no money is made on OEA groip 
Because we usually have a deficit at the aid of the year aid this year ii 
$160,000. I have a brother in Chanute, Kansas that has a family plan the 
a month and in Oklahona at the present time it is $25.85 \rfiich is a realjreasonable family 
rate and we've had that for two years and $10.85 for an individual and ;$3'.95 for a student 
in college so these are attractive rates that we l^ve had through BCBS, i 

as the contract 
utilize their 
as a profession. 
is around 

t costs him $51.00 

lecAi When Mr. ffelen came to Tulsa in the fall of 1939 there had been a predecessor fron Texas, 
BCBS started in Texas by a groî ) of schoolteachers. Mr. Bee came to Tul: a to start the program 
in Oklahona and he stayed a relatively short time until Mr. Helen came dt wn from Wisconsin 
and took over leadership and he had been building it for about 30 years. He's deceased now and 
Mr, Ralph Bethel was his first assistant and succeeded him at his death. But health care is 
essential to everyone and they must have some resources. It used to be •• Omost in^ssible 
to get into a hospitel but with the BC cards you can get in the easiest (>f anything I know 
of.. But a person v±30 doesn't have EC almost has to sign his life away b i get any consideration 
to get tn a hospital. It is true that niany get in who can't pay and th s makes the coste ' 
higher as the hospital has to absorb the costs of non-laying patients ant I guess they don't 
pay the doctor either, I didn't want to sell .anything, but a service, t i people and I'm 
dedicated to that goal. I've been involved two years this coning Septan )er. I've been 
involved closely. 

The people wto process .the claims l^ve to know a lot about human anatoty 
bills sutmitted for payment on Blue ; Ctoss-Hbspitalization; and Blue Shi 
that they are not in error - so-they are in the process of education all 
the human anatony and also to understand the tecminology that the doctor 
might try to use Blue Cross to make false claims which means they are 
their fellow manbers vrfien they do this, Wecheck this out carefully but 
happen. 

to check all the 
;ld-doctor, to see 
the time - studying 
uses. Some people 

really cheating against 
occasionally this does 

We aren't an insurance ocmpany, we aren't in this to make any profit wha isoever, but we do want 
to provide the facilities necessary to render the service that the tealt i care program, must 
have in order to do business and I think we have that in the 12 story bu ilding in Tulsa, a 
fine property and vrorth much more than the Blue Cross members paid for i: and it is cheaper 
than renting a tuilding. Its built and paid for, so it doesn't cost ani' Jiing but ad valoron 
taxes, vrfiich we pay. We don't have to pay, but we think it is only righ : to taxpayers that we 
should pay the ad valorem taxes wherever we reside and we've done that t it I'ra proud of all the Tulsa Historical Society & Museum
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310 

341 

divisions and the professional work that we do. They have a cormunity dipartment, claims department, 
educational orientetiai department, non group department, Champis (takes(care of those in the 
armed services), ̂ fedicare ($50 million a year, a service they do for the gove 
any profit, just idnat it costs to process medicare claims for the hospitals). 
last'year was $117 million for Oklahona. 

Vfe belong to a national association of individual plans in education of 
states, but in each state they have their own independent organization , 
with a national organization vdiich was created by the executives of the 
the nation and we pay dues to the national organization to keep the 
is a coordinating office and they render a lot of services. As you know 
are in the IMited States, Europe or anyvAiere in the world, they will 
and there is communication that has to go through the national office to 
benefits and see tfet you are taken care of vdierever you are. 

nati nal 

adm t 

govemrrient without 
pur budget for 

ur respective 
they do affiliate ' 

arious state plans across 
office open. It 

no matter where you 
you to a hospital 

coordinate your 

(ma It There are two boards, the. Blue Cross board and the Blue Shield board 
they furnish the information thatyhelps write the contracts that each 
services. These boards meet annually or more often if necessary and the 
of .their time plus serving on conmittees that function all year long, 
dedicated people, high caliber. 

me iber 

T ley 

When ocmputerizing, it took a vd^le to set up. to handle 650,000 claims, 
5-6 weeks to pay off a claim. A little bit long and now we've got it dolTn 
day after we receive the claim, due to the canputerization. 

I would like to see us make a living legend on the story of Blue Cross B .ue Shield in Oklahona, 
I think there is a story that should be told to the people so they would better understand the 
organization of vAiich they are a part. We are not conpeting with insura ice carpanies and they 
should know this and why. There are sone people who drop the BCBS ard r ̂gret it later because 
the profit making organizations cannot handle the health care part af tl 3 coverage that you 
would like to have in the manner that, we can handle it, because we just -. • . ' . ̂  

e up of doctors) and 
has provided these 

se men give a full day 
are conscientious . 

before that it took 
to less than a 

in ma]ung a profit - it just isn't possible, 
of ̂ ftiiich we are organized. 

are not interested 
We want to run a good orga lization for the purposes 
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