Official Report
Of The Fifty-Seventh

The following pages contain a copy of the hand-written official report by
Clement R. Fontaine, written just six days after Pickett’s Charge. Fontaine joined
the Twentieth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, which later became part of the Fifty-
Seventh Virginia Infantry as a First Lieutenant on May 29, 1861. He rose to captain

the following year, major on February 14, (863 and Colonef on July 5, 1863, two
days after Pickett’s Charge.

Fontaine survived the war, apparently being captured in the final days near
Appomattox. Records show that he was paroled by the Union’s Provost Marshall at
Columbia, VA on May 5, 1863. Columbia is located in Fluvanna County at the
confluence of the Rivanna River and the James River. Today, its population is 83,
an increase from 49 in 2000 when it was the smallest incorporated town in Virginia.

The Fifty-Seventh edition of the Virginia Regimental Historical Series
provides Fontaine’s final evaluation of the unit:

“For devotion to a just and righteous cause, no regiment.....is more deserving
of commendation that the Fifty-Seventh of Virginia. No set of men....underwent
more hardships, or endured more for their country. The history of the brigade will
show that besides regular battles participated in, that it performed more detached
service than any of its (sister) regiments...Whether on the march, on bivouac, on the

battlefield or in camp, it was ever up to its duty and accomplished all that (was)
expected of 1t.”

At the end, only eight officers and seventy-nine men of the Fifty-Seventh
marched with General Lee to the surrender on April 9, 1865.

A copy of Colonel Fontaine’s original report in his handwriting is provided
FREE to all purchasers of “Who Were Those Other Heroes With Armistead at the
Guns.”

carlsell. wordpress.com sellcarl@aol.com
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