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was mortally wounded and became Snickersville’s first Civil War casualty. The second

was John Murphy of the 1 7™ Vi irginia Infantrv, who was also killed at Balls Bluft.

Invasion and occupation by Union forces had threatened Loudoun County since
the opening days of the War, In December 1861, Brigadier General D.E. Hill, Stonewa i

Jackson’s brother-in-law, became commander of the Confederate forces in the County.
In February 1862, Colonel John W. Geary and his 28%® Permsylvania Infantry crossed the
Potomac into Virginia at Harpers Ferry and established his headquarters at Lovetisville.
General McCellan then started moving his Union Army from Washington south toward
Richmond, and General Joseph E. Johmson, in cherge of Confederate forces in Northern
Virginia, withdrew from Manessas to meet this threat. Accordingly, on § March 1862,
General Hill was ordered to withdraw his forces, leaving only cavalry to impeds . pursuit

by Geary. On 7 March, Geary’s forces moved t

i'

to Leesburg, taking possessicn ¢ ot

Johnston and changing ite r 1o Fort Geary. Leaving a provost-marshal in Leesburg,
Geary ved west to Snickervilie and reconnoitersd that section of the Blue Ridge

Mountains. 1% Lieutenant George E. Plaster was captured on 14 March in an action neer
Upperville and was sent to the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, DC. He was later
exchanged on 1 August 1862. The Federals oceupied Upperville on 15 Warch,
then moved into Fauguier County only to return to Londoun, at Aldse, a few &
From there they moved to Snickersville again, where they were joined by the detachment

that had been left at Leesburg. Thus, for the first time, Loudoun was entirely in the hands

of Federal troops.




On 9 October 1862 began what was to be known as Stuart’s Chambersburg
a plan conceived by Cavalry General J.E.B. Stuart to dameage Union General George
McClelian’s communications in Pennsylvan.a. Having plundered Chambersburg, Stuart
continued clockwise around the entire Union Army and crossed back in
County at White’s Ford. He brought with him about 1200 horses, man
prisoners, and an “immense” amount of clothing and shoes. On 12 October 1862 Stuart’s
cavairy together with this booty passed through Snickers Gap on its w ack to the
Valley. There were skirmishes near Snickersville on 21, 22 and 27 October.

On 29 October 1862, the Army of Northern Virginia began its return (¢ “midale

2 &

Virginia” to counter General McClellan's crossing the Potomac into Loudoun County

during the period 26 to 3 0 October. Stuart began his engagement plan by leading Major

5

General Fitz Lze’s horsemen and six of Captzia John Peiham’s guns through the Blus

Ridge via Snickers Gap. The initial clush occurred on the last day of Octobsr, and the

=

4.

antagonists maintained viclent contact for the next week. Most of the fighting tock plac:

(.«

in the wedge of land between the Snickersville and Ashby’s Gap Tumpikes in and arcund
Union (now Unison). The Confederates got off to a “rousing start” on the morning of the
ﬂ“.l. ~first as Stuart with the 3™ and 9" Virginia ranged east from Snicksrville along the
Turnpike to Mountville, surprising 2 100-man detachment of the 1% Rhode Ieland Cavalry
and capturing mary.

On the 2™ and 3" of November 1862, the 91% Pennsylvaniz Brigade of the Union
5™ Corps was bivouacked near Snickers Gap. One of the Union soldiers shot a hog,

which they had for supper. On the 3™ of November, the 21% was ordered “to the top of

the mounizin,” where they observed Confederate infantry going through the Gap,




apparently for reconnaissance. When joined by the 2 2™ Corps on 4 November, they

succeeged in driving the Confederates from the Gap. However, on 7 November, 2

Yankee cavalryman was g¢aptured at the Gap. On 12 November, after the Uaison forces
had moved south to near Warrenton, two troopers left camp to recover some company

papers that had been left behind at Snickers Gap. On 13 November they arrived at
e T - M [} ~ih L2
Snicicersville, where they were captured by Major Elijali V. White’s 357 Battalion.
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In June 1863, Union Cavalry General Alfrec Pleascnton, fresh from his marginal

viciory et Brandy Station, was ordered by Genera! Hooker to determine where Lee’s
Lrmy was in the Shenandoah Valley. Lee had just recaptured Winchester and was
preparing to move north, eventuzlly to Gettysburg. On 1 June, General Piclett’s Divivion

had moved through Snickers Gap to join Lee. The first battle of the Cavalry Battles oi

Alcie, Middieburg and Upperville took place on the Snickersville Turn ke on 17 J
northwest of Aldie. A 1% Maine cavalryman, captured toward the end of the bzttle spent

night near Snickersville along with the Massachusetts and New Yorl: Feagerzals

the ©
captured at Aldie. The next day they headed for Winchester to join those caprured during
lager observed, “Their horses and

the rout of General Milroy there. Ope Snickersville

equipmenis will do mouch to malke our cavalry more efficient.”

o : 4
concermng vae

arned nothing of value

On the 18™ General Pleasontor, having learned
iocation of Lee’s infantry, sent Colonel Gregg’s brigade toward Ashby’s Gzp by way of
Middleburg and Colonel William Gamble’s brigade toward Snickers Gap. Confederate

General Thomas Munford’s pickets were content to harass and delay Gamble and did not

4.




atterpt to make a stand uptil afterncon. Ther, with Lis brigade up from near the town of
Union (Unison), Munford drew them up in a line of battle near Snickersville. Gamble’s
forces came within two miles of Snickers Gap before realizing that they were &t least ten
miles ahead of any support and turned back, arriving in Aldie abut @ pm that evening.

n 19 June, the brigades of Gamble and Major Samuel Starr made a long,
generally fruitless march in an attempt to clear 2 path through Snickers Gap, and both
encountered moderate fighting. This was because General Stuart had orderec General
Munford to extend his line north to Snickersville, from which he could cover Snickers

Gap. General Longstreet’s infantry had also moved into the Gap from the Shenandoeh

ley t0 augment the Confederate cavalry.
Senerzl Pleasonton decided to withdraw his Cavalry Corps on 21 June. General

Buford’s First Division moved back to near Aldie. However, Colonel Devin's Brigade

Vo)

wag sent out to reconnoiter toward Snickersville. But they had only gotien as iar as
Carter’s Bridge at Goose Creek on the Turnpike when they were attacked by Colonel

Thomas Rosser’s 5™ Virginia, coming down from Snickersville. The skirmish ended
near midnight. Onthe2 23" General Stuart ordered General William E. (“Gumble”™) Jones
to move his brigade, along with Captain Roger Preston Chew’s battery, to Snickersvilie
where they remained on picket until the 29 Stuart had succeeded in keeping the Unic:
cavalry from achieving both Ashby’s Gep and Snickers Gap to determine the location
znd movement gf Lee’s Army north up the Shenandoah Valley toward, ultimately,
Gettysburg.

After Gettysburg, General Meade, now in command of the Army of the Potomac,

returned his army to Loudoun. The 1% and 11® Corps, after crossing on 17 through 19




t

T T8AT ot Beritey (e = o 22 ie tlasemri i W ot mrtars T
Tuly 1863 at Berlin (now Brunswick) on pontoons, came south through Waterford to

-y sy ~ti 3 LI .3, H
Hamilton; the 5™ and 6% Corps moved from Berlin through Purcellville to Unison. The

~nd

5™ 3™ and 12% Corps crossed at Harpers Ferry and followed east of the Blue Ridge

through Hillsboro, Woodgrovz (now Round Hill) ancd Snickersville, continuing on south

-

into Fauquier County. Once again, as in 1862, a large army had crossed the County twice
in less than two months, sorely pressing the people and their property.

On 14 September the Loudoun Rangers, & Union company organized by
Waterford Quakers, were known to be in the Snickersvilie area. Their mission may have

been unrelated to the Unign scouting expedition sent out on 15 September to determine

what Confederate forces were in the area. Union General George A. Chapman started

with 400 men from brigade headqguarters in the Vzlley, end early on the 16" crossed the
Shenandoah at a ford near Snickers Gap. There a detachment of 55 men under Captain

Compson was sext up the river to Ashby’s Gap and then to return to Snickers Gap.
Chapman, himself, with the remaining men, cressed over Snickers Gap, and moved along
the base of the Ridge to Paris, and returned to Snickersville about 2 pm.

Chapman’s report cn 17 September stated “The men being much fatigued, 1

3

ordered an hour’s halt, sending forward one squadron of the Eighth New York, Captain

Eliss commending, into the Gap. Captain Compson was also in the Gap, having crossed
from Ashby’s 1o Snickers Gap by a road on the mountain ridge. About an hour had
elapsed and the men had mostly fallen asleep, when they were suddenly chiarged upon by
a force of from 50 o 80 of the enemy, and being stampeded by the surprise, a number

were killed, wounded, and captured before I reached the scene of the encounter with the

main body.”




The Confederates were led by Captain William Chapman who
40 men, reached Upperville some hours after the Federels had left and, cutting across the
mountains, sttacked the party in the Gap, killing and wounding a number, recapturing all
the prisoners and most of the horses, and also capturing 18 prisoners and forty horses
from the enemy.” He lost one man killed and three wounded and one horse kilied.

In October 1863, Robert Marshall, a Srzickarsviﬁe. carpenter who had joined
Compsany A of the 6' ® Virginia Cavairy in October 1862, came Lome on furlough. On the
north side of the Snickersville Turnpike east of Clayton Hall, there were only a2 few

kouses — William Brown's with its saddle and harness shop, John Hesser’s (no longer

standing), Marshall’s Victorian, Mrs. Hodgson's (where the Community Center now is)

4

ond Jozh Oshturn’s. Thomas Osburn, Joab’s 15-year-old son, witnessed the “Sunday

morning fight” In 1923, he wrote “I had witnessed the movements of the Confederates

through the hills above the village, and the beginnings of the fight from the kitchen stoop
of v home. I then ran to the back of the garden, where I had a view of the fields, and

fa 3

7 that part of the fight. Before the smoke and dust had cleared away, [ ran up through
the Hesser Orchard, where I was joined by Bob Marshall. On the knoll near where the

RP

LR, now sitands (no longer standing), we came to a Federal soldier, lying face down,

to

sresumally dead. Bob tumed him over on his back, when he threw up his hands and said
‘I surrender.’ He wes not hurt. He had simply fallen off his horse. We conducted him:
over to the Brown residence, where other prisoners were being held [ will aiso state,
incidentally, that the only Federal Soldier I actually saw killed, fell near a large tree cn a

line between the Townsend Osbumn (now Plaster) and Hill (Whitehall) lands. He was

-3




very young, not much

e than a boy, fair complexion, freckled, with red or sandy
hair”
Herbert Oshurn, 19-year-old brother

Wivi

of Thomas and Flav

us, who was killed at
Bzlis Bluff. was taken prisoner in October 1863 and spent eleven months at Point
Loskout, and seven months at Elmir

ira, NY

NY. He never quite recovered from the effec
his imprisonment. James Osburn, another brother, enlisted when he was zbot
same Comy

< of

ut 18 in

~th
6" Virginia Cavalry and was captured three days before
under hi

!

864

e-witness account by

5 or 16 year-old Thomas Osbum
ht in Saickersville” that took place on 6 March 1864.
Twenty-three First New York cavalrymen were surprised by fifteen 6" Virginia

czvelryimen under Lt. Joseph A. Gibson and including Fleet James of Snickersville
resulting in twenty of the Union horsemen being either killed, wounded, o captured
Sergeant Alfred Caine had been ordered by his Union captain in Hilisboro to take 4
corporals and 18 privates to meet at Purcellville a larger band pursuing a Confederate
force near Waterford. However, his group lost

through what is now |

noted

t their way and, as they were moving
ow Round Hill toward Snickersvill

(PER S TS
pS Ub

placed in

111 the Snickersvill

pei

t. J.E. Copelend, then a boy,

Their wounded w

Lo
/6re Car

yrses except for one, who rode a brown. The Union dead were
church, that evening to be retrieved by men from {
czred for

{heir unit.
by Snickersville women in their homes




There is today 2 monument on the north side of Route 7 just west of Route 601

r, “It. Airy fight June 15, 1864 Mosby — US (unreadable).” No other
information regarding the fight or “IMt. Airy” is available.

orces in the Shenandoah
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Vailey, crossed the Potomac River into Maryland on 5 July 1864. At the Battle of

+

5 July, he fought against Union General Lew Wallace (later to become

L

femous as the awchor of the novel “Ben Hur™). Early then pushed on to the outskirts of
Washingion, then withdrew and on 14 July crossed the Potomac at White’s Ferry with

prisoners and a cannon captared at Monocacy, Maryiand livestock and $200,000 of

LT AT
T ‘1,.‘4“ St

s tzken from citizens in Hagerstown and Frederick. Afier resting in

Lessburg for two days and writing a report ebout his “successful” raid upon the Union
Capital, his main forces headed west toward Snickers Gap. Union troops under General
George Crook, following in hot pursuit, engaged the rear of Early’s wagon train at
Purcsliville, destroying a few wagons. On 17 July, Confederate forces under Major
Adolphus “Dolly”™ Richards raided an advance detachment of Federals at Snickersville.
Then, on 18 July, 2 Union cavalry force under General Alfred Duffie chased Early’s men
tarough the Gap, only o find that Early had already crossed the Shenandoah at Snickers
Ferrv. On 20 July, L. Colonel Mosby, with Companies A and D, atiempted to raid a
Urion wegon train encamped naar Snickersville. Attacks and counterattacks followed, in
inn

which Barly reported between 200 and 200 men lost. Union casualties were listed at 422.

Suickersville’s . tone church was reportedly used as a hospital, with the church grounds

(’7

erving as temporary burial grounds during and after the battle.




1 early Augast 1864, General Grant sent General Sheridan to Harpers Ferry to

»

prepare a force of 40,000 soldiers and 4,600 cavalrymen to destroy General Early’s

Army. Lt. Colonel Johm Moshy’'s Rangers had been continually harassing Union forces

P

on both s the Blue Ridge. The Rangers moved through Snickers Gap with 250 men

and two howitzers and made an embarrassing attack on Sheridan’s wagen train in
Rerryvilic on 13 August. Captain Alfred Glascock, son of Alfred and Margaret Chew
Glascock of Snickersville, was the head of Company D of the Rangers. Two days later,
50 to 80 of Mochv's men, commanded by Ceptain Wiiliam Chapman, attacked about the
same number of Union troopers who were resting at Snickers Gap. Some of these were
8% Wew Yark cavalrymen who had spent the day riding up the Shenandoah to Paris and
back elong the Ridge in search of wagon-raiding Rangers. General George H. Chapman

with the main body of his men were resting in Saickersville after spending the day in a

sirciler search e2st of the mountzins, riding to Paris and then to Upperville and back.

Chepman stated that “z number were killed, wounded and captured
24 the scene of the encounter.”™ He then chased the Rangers fer about two
1iles Wefore retuming, due to exhaustion of the men and darkness, to his camp in the

Valley.

3 September, Gzorge Callzhan of Snickersville, while home on leave, was out

for a stroll with Thomes Osbura and Squire Mount. They had gotten as far as the

»-f»,

of the mountain when they met members of General
Sheridan’s forces. George was taken captive, but the old man and the young boy were
left unhurt. Coptain Roger Chew of Snickersville had recruited this 26-year-old Irishman

for service in his Battery in 1862, He had reenlisted in April 1864 for the duration.

LAY




On 15 Sepiember, from “Mosby’s Memeirs, “So when the troops (400 of General
s cavalry who had captured several of Mosby’s men) reached Snickers Gep, all

lay down in the shade and wen: {0 sleep. Captzin Chapman soon came plunging down

the mountainside ke en aveienche and was firing ameng the men before they were

a'JJ.s_i:e. They had not expected an enemy to come like a bolt from the sky, and the attack
caused a general stampade. All the prisoners were recaptured, and many of the enemy
were killed, wounded and captured.”
During the earty hours of 14 October, a detachment of Rangers riding under the
direct commend of Mosby held up a U.S. military {rain on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
.

wez: of Draffield Station north of Berrvvillie. “We crossed the Shenandosh and Blue

Ridge {at Snickers Gap) before noon and found Grogan’s party waiting for us at the

-
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sppointed niace (Bloomifield’s Ebenezer Church) in Loudoun County.” The captured
$173,000 was eveniy distributed among Mosby’s men, giving each of them §2,160.
In Angust, Major General Sheridan had received the foilowing order from

Generai Grant: “If you can p:~:,srb"f spare z divisien of Cavelry, send them through

Loudoun County to dastrey and carry off the crops, animals, negroes and all men under
ffty years of age capzble of bearing arms. In this way you will get many of Mosby’s

1 oA = 2 .t 2 -
men. All mzle citizens under fifty can fairly be held as prisoners of war, and not as

citizen prisoners. 1f not aiready soldiers, they will be made so the moment the rebel army
fate Teinhd sl e 99
o tS OG0 OF Laein.,

Eut Sherid ¢ timee was far too busy with his campaign in the Shenandoah

Valley immediately o comply. It was not until after his victory over General Early in

{

Cetober at Cedar Creek that he felt he could act. On 26 November he sent the following




—~

welegrem to General-in-Chief Henry Ha

AP

i

alleck: “I will soon commence work on Mosby.
Now t is going to be an intense katred of him in that portion of the (Loudoun) valley
which is nearly 2 desert. I will soon commence on Loudoun County, and let them know
there is & God in Israel. Mosby has anncyed me considerably.”

o

On 27 November, Sheridan issuad the following orders to Major General Wesley

Werritt in command of the 1st Cavalry Division: “You are directed to proceed, tomorrow
morning at 7 o' clock, with two brigades of your division now in carp, to the east side of
tha Blue Ridge via Ashby’s Gap... you will consume 2nd destroy all forage and

i miils and their cortents and drive off all stock in the

Ex
o
é
B
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subsistence, bu
: N . 4 c
ragion... Tha rsserve brigade of your division will move to Snickersville on the 29",

! be your point of concentration and the point frorn which you should

ng toward the Potomac... You will return to your present camp, via

ilie, on the fiftk day.”
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t’s men separaied at Paris into three groups. One went south torough
T

Rectortown and Salem (pow Fwarsh_n}, , another sast to Aldie and then along the

Snickersville Tumnpike to Snickersville, and the third headed north to the Potomac. All

met 2t Snickersviile with the livestock captursd, encamped we“mc‘n‘r and refurned via

Cialrmpe [Lar v ha Vol 2l ott P e . De 5
Sniclrers Geap w0 the Valley, arriving there on the morning of 3 December. General

J head of sheep,

The reserve brigade reported they had

burned 230 barss, § mills, 1 distllery, 10,000 tons of hay and 25,000 bushels of grain.




1865
The guerilla warfare was not siopped by Merritt’s raid, and Snickersville
continned to be subject to raids and skirmishes for the lasi few months of the war. Robert
Marshell, Corepany 4, 6™ Virginia Cavalry, died on 4 March in the Elmira, New York
srison. John A. Chew was wounded at Hamilton during the 20 to 22 March movement of

Union troops to Snickersville. Maior George E. Plaster, M.D. 4* Virginia Cavalry was
r i

o

T

captured on 1 April at the Battle of Five Forks (west of Petersburg). He signed his oath

of allegiznce on 19 June end walked back to Snickersviile from the Johnson Isiand prison

in Ohio. On 5 April, James M. Osbomn, Company A, 6th Virginia Cavalry, was captured.
Generzl Robart E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox on 8 April. Of the 29 men from

Snickersvili= who Tought in the Civil Wear, 6 were kilied, one disd of wounds received in

Herry G. Plaster
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