
^MCKERSVRLE DURJl-JG T H E C I V I L W A R 

In 1 b'5G Snickersville was the traning center for the area fknierE. It was where 

ibc;' \'Oted cnc got their mail. There vjsrt two stores of general merchandise and two 

ta^'ems. There wer-e ss^'eral doctors and their apprentices srd a lawyer to draw their 

deeds and wills and sue their debtors. A nen" churci: liad been built, and the 1S25 school 

was still educating the children, three blacksmiths, two saddlers and a whesl'wright took 
• I 1 v . . 

care on the horses and carnages. There were four carpenters, tn-e shoemakers, three 

tailors and iwo fkmilies of seamstresses. 

( M y a few of the farmers around Snickers-^dlle owned any large number of slaves, 

and acts of raaautnis^oii were firequent. About half of the village's population had its 

heritege from the north, aind the local econorm' was not one nnich depended piimarirv on 

sla^'c labor. Vmenme CivL Wax began in April 1861 and at the 23 May 1861 Virginia 

secession reierendum, 114 in the Snickers\'ilie precinct voted for it and 3 voted againsT. 

In. tliO village iiself, only Edward Davis, die Welsh tailor, -voted against. 

: i ^ 1S61 

On 24 July 1861, Dr. George B, Plaster^ a Snickersville resident and physician, 

jokisd Co^mpan}'- A of the 6*" Viiginia Ca^^alr;', knowr a; die Loudoun Ersgccns, which 

and Colonel Richard Dulany ccfounded, and deparied Weibco.nae in ••onnnacm cf the 

Company the next day. It was at the Battle cf Balls Bluff outside Le-sburg on 21 

Octobe) 1861 d)av 21 wear-old Fi;-vious C'Stormer'; Osburn of tlte 8' Virginia mfentr,' 



r'as mortally wounded and beoame Snickersviile's first C h i l War casualt)'. dhe second 

was John Murph)" of the 17''' Virginia Infantr}', who was also killed at Bails Bluff. 

1862 

Invasion and occuijation by Union forces had threatened Loudoun Count}' since 

the opening days of die War. In December 1861, Brigadier General D.K. K i l l Stonewall 

Jackson's brother-in-lew, became commander of the Confederate forces in the County. 

In Februar)' 1S62, Colonel John W. Gear)- and his 2g"' Pennsyh^ania Infantry' crossed die 

Potomac into Virginia at Harpers Ferry and established his heaaquartcrs st Lovettsxdlle. 

General McC'ellan then started moving his Union Annu' from VJashington soutii tcv '̂ard 

Richmond, and General Joseph E . Johnson, in charge of Confederate forces utNoithem 

Virginia, withdrev,̂  from Manassas to meet this threat. Accordingly, cn 5 hfarch 1862, 

General K i l l was ordered to withdraw his forces, lea\'Lng only cavahn' to impedê  1 pursuit 

by Gear]/. On 7 K^arch, Geary's forces moved to Leesburg, tairing possession of Fort 

Johnston and changing hs name to Fort Geary. Leaving a pro\'ost-marshal in Leesburg, 

Gear}' turned v/est to Snickerville aad reconnoitered that section of die Blue Ridge 

Mountains. 1*" Lieutenant George E . Piaster v̂ 'us captured on 14 March in an action near 

Upperviile and v/as sent to the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, DC. He was later 

exchanged on 1 August 1862. The Federals occupied Upper\dlle on 15 Ivlarch. They 

then moved into Fauquier Coumy only to return to Loudoun, at Aldie, a few days later. 

From tliete the)' moved to Snickers\'ille again, where they v> ere joined b)= the detachment 

that had been left at Leesburg. Thus, for the first time, Loudoun was emirely in the hands 

of Federal troops. I ; 



On 9 October 1862 began what was to be known, as Stuart's Chambersburg Ra id 

a plan conceived by Cavalry General J .E .B . Stuart to damage Union General George 

h'icCleilan's communicatijons in Pennsjivana. Ha'cing plundered Chamibersburg, Stnait 

continued ciocmvise around the entire Union Army and crossed back into Loudoun 

Count)' at Whhe's Ford. He brought v>'ith hhn about 1209 horses, many civil and militar>' 

prisoners, and an "immense" amount of clothing and shoes. On 12 October 1862 Stuart's 

cavalr)' together with this booty passed through Snickers Gap on its way back to the 

Valley. There were skirmishes near Sruckersville on 21, 22 and 27 October. 

On 29 October 1 £-62, the Army of Nordiem Virginia began its return to "middle 

Virginia" to counter General McClellan's crossing the Potomac into Loudoun County 

during the period 26 to 30 October. Stuart began his engagement plan by leading Pdajor 

Genera! Fitz Lee's horsemen and six of Captain John Pelham's guns through the Blue 

Ridge via Snickers Gap. The initial clash occurred on the last day of October, and the 

antagonists maintained violent contact for the next week. Most of the fighting took place 

in the wedge of land betv '̂een the Snickers\dile and Ashby's Gap Turnpikes in and around 

Union (now Unison). The Confederates got off to a "rousing start" on the morning of the 

thirtj'-first as Stuart with die 3'^ and 9''' Virginia ranged east from Snickervilis along the 

Turnpike to Mountville, surprising a 100-man detachment of the l"" Rhode Island C&vtuiy 

and capturing many. 

On the 2"'̂  and 3'^ of November 1S62, the 91'^ Pennsylvania Brigade of the Union 

5*" Corps was bi^?oiiacked near Snickers Gsp. One of the Union soldiers sliot a hog, 

which thev had for supper. On the 3™ of November, the 91^ was ordered "to the top of 
i • : i 

the mountain," where they observed Confederate infantry going through the Gap, 



apparently for reconnaissance. VvTien joined by the 2"° Corps on 4 November, they 

succeeded in dri^'hig the Confederates from the Gap. However, on 7 November, a 

Yanlcee cavalrj^msn "i&s captured at the Gap. On 12 ffevember, after the Unison ibrces 

had moved south to near Warrenton, two troopers left, camp to recover some company 

papers that had been l&ft behind at Snickers Gap. On 13 November they arri\'ed at 

Smckersville, where ihsy were captured by Major Eihah V. ^ndte's 35" Battahon. 

1863 

In June 1863, Union Cavalry General Alfred Pleasonton, fresh from his marginal 

victor)' at Brandy Station, was ordered by General Hooker to determine ^̂ diere Lee's 

Army was in the Shenandoah Valley. Lee had just recaptured Winchester and was 

preparing to mo've north, eventually to GeUysburg. On I June, General Pickett's Divi':ion 

had mo\̂ ed thi-ough Snickers Gap to jom Lee. The first battle of 1:he Cavalr)' Battles of 

AMic, Middlebui-g and Upper-'ille took place on the Snickersville Turn,, ike on 17 June 

northwest of Aldie. A 1**̂  Maine cavalr)'man, captured toward the end of the battle spent 

die night near Snickersville along with die Massachusetts and Nevv York Federals 

captured at Adie. The next day they headed ibr VTnchester to join those capmred during 

the rout of General Milroy there. One Snickersville villager observed, "Their horses and 

equipments wil l do much to make oar cavalry more efiici^mt." 

On the 18'̂  General Pleasonton, ha\ing learned nothing of value concerning the 

location of Lee's infantr)', sent Colonel Gregg's brigade toward Ashby's Gap b)' wa)' of 

Middleburg and Colonel William Gamble's brigade toward Snickers Gap. Confederate 

General Thomas Munford's pickets were coment to harass and delay Gamble and did not 



attempt to make a stand until afternoon. Them vdth his brigade up from near tlie to-wn of 

Union (Unison), hiunfbrd drew them tip in a line of battle near Snickersville. Gamble's 

forces came within two miles of Snickers Gap before realizkig that they t̂ 'ere at least ten 

miles ahead of any support and turned back, arriving in Aldie abut 9 pm that evening. 

On 19 June, the brigades of Gamble and Major Samuel Starr made a long, 

generally ihiitless march in an attempt to clear a path through Snickers Gap, and both 

encountered m.oderate fighting. This was because General Stuart had ordered General 

Munford to extend his Ihie north to Snickersville. fi-om v/hich he could cover Snickers 

Gap. General Longstreet's irifantry had also moved into die Gsp from the Shenandoah 

"̂ •Jalley to augmem the Confederate cavalry. 

General Pleasonton decided to withdraw his Cavalry Corps on 21 June. General 

Buford's Fnst Division moved back to near Aldie. However, Colonel Devin's Brigade 

was sent out lo reconnoiter toward Snickersville. But the)' had omy gotten as far as 

Carter's Bridge at Goose Creelr on the Turnpike when tiiey wsrz attacked by Colonel 

Thomas Rosser's 5̂ " Virginia, coming down &om Snickersviile. The skirmish ended 

near midnight. On die 23'\l Stuart ordered General William E . ("Gumble") Jones 

to move his brigade, along with Captain Roger Preston Chew's batter)\o Snickersville 

where they remahied on picket until die 29*. Stuart had succeeded in keeping the Union 

cavalry from achieving both Ashby's Gap and Snickers Gap to determine the location 

and mo '̂ement of Lee's Army north up the Shenandoah Valley fovvard, ultimately, 

Gettysburg. 

After Gettysburg, General Meade, no^v in command of the Army of the Potomac, 

returned his anny to Loudoun. Tne T ' and 11"'' Coips, after crosshig on 17 through 19 



M y 1863 at Berlin (now Bronswick) on pontoons, came south through Watedbrd to 

Hamilton: the 5'" and 6"'" Corps moved ixom Berlin through Purcellville to Unison. The 

2"", 3'- and 12*̂  Corps crossed at Harpers ¥erry and followed east of me Blue Ridge 

through Hillsboro, Woodgrove (now Round Hill) and Snickersville, continuing on south 

into Fauquier Cotmty. Once again, as in 1862, a large army had crossed the County t\'v'ice 

fo less than two months, sorely pressing the people and their property'. 

On 14- September the Loudo^m Rangers, a Union company organized by 

Waterford Quakers, were knovm to be in the Snickersville area. Their mission may have 

been unrelated to the Union scotmng Kipedition sent out on 15 September to determine 

what Confederate forces were in the area. Union Gei^ral George A. Chapman started 

widr 4QQ men from brigade headquarters hi die Valley, and early on die 16'" crossed die 

Shenajidoah at a ford near Snickers Gap. There a detachment of 55 men under Captain 

Compson was sent up the river to Ashby's Gap and then to return to Snickers Gap. 

Chapman, himself, vdth the remaining men, crcssed over Snickers Gap, and moved along 

the base of the Ridge to Paris, and returned to Srdckers^dlie about 2 pm. 

Chapman's report on 17 September stated "The men being much fatigued, I 

ordered an hour's halt, sending forward one sqimdron of the Eighth New York, Captain 

Bliss com,raasding, info the Gap. Captain Compson was also in the Gap, having crossed 

horn Ashby's lo Snickers Gap by a road on the moimtain ridge. About an hour had 

elapsed and tlie men had mostly fallen asleep, v.-hen they were suddenly charged npon by 

a force of fiom 50 to 80 of the enemy, and being stampeded by the surprise, a number 

were killed, wotmded, and captured before I reached the scene of the encounter -̂ vith the 

main body." 



Tiie I Confederates were led by Captain William Chapman who "colleoting aboth 

40 men, reached Upperviile some hoiirs after the Federals had left and, cutting across the 

mountains, ad^oked the part)' in the Gap, Idiling and wounding a ntunber, recaptoring all 

the prisoners and most of the horses, aad also capturing 18 prisoners and fbny horses 

from the enem)'.'' He lost one man killed and three wotmded and one horse killed. 

In October lS63, Robert Marshall, a Snickersville carpent;er -̂ d̂io had joined 

Company A of the 6"" Virginia Ca'valr)/ m October 1862, came homie on furlough. On the 

north side of the Snickersville Turnpike east of Clayton Hall, there were only a few 

houses - William Brown's with its saddle and harness shop. John Hesssr's (no longer 
I 

standing), Marshall's Victorian, Mrs. Hodgson's (where the Community Center now is) 

and Joab Osbum's. Thomas Osburn, Joab's IS-year-old son, wimessed the "Stmday 
i 

morning fight." hi 1923, he wrote " I had witnessed the movements of the Confederates 

ilirough the hills above the village, and the beginrdngs of dne fight fromi the idtchen stoop 

of my home. I then ran to the back of the garden, vdiere I had a view of the fields, and 

saw that part of the fight. Before the smoke and dust had cleared away, I ran up through 

the Hesser Orehaj'd, where I v̂ 'as joined by Bob Majsiiall. On the tooll near where the 

R.R. now atands (no longer standing), we came to a Federal soldier, lying face down, 

presumaldy dead. Bob turned him over on his back, when he threw up his hands and said 

' I surrender.' He was not hurt. He had simply fallen off his horse. We conducted him 

over to the Brovi'n residence, v,diere other prisoners were being held I will also sdate, 

hicidentally, that the only Federal Soldier I actuallj' saw killed, fell near a large tree on a 

line betw êen the Tov.'nsend Osburn (now Plaster) and Hill (Whitehall) lands. He was 



very youag, not much more th.au a hoy, feir complexion, freckled, widi red or sandy 

hair/-

Herbert Osburn, 19-year-oid brother of Thomas and Flavious, who was lulled at 

Balls Bluff was taken prisoner in October 1863 and spent eleven months at Point 

Lookout, and seven months at Elmira, N Y . He never quite recovered firom the effects of 

bis imprisonment. James Osburn, another brother, enlisted when he was about 1? in 

IS64 in the same Company A, 6^ Vhrginia Cavalry and was captured three days before 

AppomaUox, his horse being killed under him. 

1864 

Attached is a detailed, eye-wimess accoum by 15 or 16 year-old Thomas Osburn 

of " A Sunday Morning Fight m Snickersviile" that took place on 6 March 1864. 

Twenty-three First New York, cavalrymen we-e surprised by fifteen 6* Virginia 

cavalr)'men under Lt. Joseph A . Gibson and including Fleet James of Snickersville 

resulting in twa^jy of the Union horsemen being either killed, wounded, or captm-ed. 

Sergeant Alfred Caine had been ordered by his Union captain in Hillsboro to take 4 

corporals and 13 privatec to meet at Purcellville a larger band pursuing a Confederate 

force near TVaterford. However, his group lost their way and, as they were moving 

through nhtat is now Round Hill toward Snickersville, Br . J E . Copeland, then a boy, 

noted that: alt rode grey horses except for one, w^o rode a brown. The Union dead were 

placed in the Snickers\'ille church, that evening to be retriex'ed by men from Lheh tmit. 

Their wounded were cai-ed for by Sruckersville women in tirieir homes. 



There is today z. monument on the north side of Route 7 just west of Route 601 

uddt die inscription 'Mt. Air) ' fight June 15, 1864 Mosby - US (umeadable)T No odier 

information regarding the fight or "Kit. Airy" is a^'ailabie. 

General Jvbcl Early, Commander of Confederate Forces in the Shenandoah 

Valle)', crossed the Potomac River imo h'iar)dand on 5 July 1S64. At the Badle of 

Mcnocacy on 9 Jul)', he tbttght against Union General Lew Wallace (later to become 

famous as the atnnor of the not-el "Een Hut")- Early then pushed on to the outskirts of 

Washington, dien -^ddtdrew and on 14 July crossed the Potomac at White's Ferry v̂ ddi 

prisoners and a cannon captured at Monocac)', Marvdand li^'estock and $200,000 of 

Unicn currency taken irom cidzens in Hagerstown and Frederick. Aher resting in 

Leesburg for t:,vo da)'s and VvTi tmg a report about his "successful" raid upon the Union 

Capital, his mcin forces beaded west toward Snickers Gap. Union troops under General 

George Crook, fbllo-;ving in hot pursuit, engaged the rear of Early's wagon train at 

PurccLviEe, destrcying a few wagons. On 17 Jul)', Confederate forces mder Major 

Adolphus "Dolly" Richards raided an adi'ance detachment of Federals at Snickersville. 

Then, oo IS July, a Union cavalry force under General Alfred Duffle chased Early's men 

through the Gap, only xo find that Early had already crossed the Shenandoah at Snickers 

Fern'. On 20 Jidy, I t . Colonel Rfosby, vvith Companies A and D, attempted to raid a 

Union wagon train encamped near Snickersville. Attacks and counterattacks followed, in 

which Earl)' reported between 200 and 200 men lost. Union casualties were listed at 422. 

Srdckersville's .tone church was reportedl)' used as a hospital, with the church grounds 

serving as temporar)' burial grounds during and after the battle. 



Iri early August 1864, General Grant sent General Sheridan to Harpers Ferry to 

prepare a force of 40,000 soldiers and 4,600 cavalrymen to destroy General Early's 

Army. Lt. Colonel John Mosby's Hangers had been continualiy harassing Union forces 

on bodi side of the Blue Ridge. The Rangers moved through Snickers Gap vvid^ 250 men 

and two hov '̂itzers and made an embarrassing attack on Sheridan's w-agon train in 

Berryyiile on 13 August. Captain Aimed Glascock, son of Alfred and Margaret Chew 

Glascock of Snickersville, was the head of Company D of the Rangers. Two days later, 

50 to 80 of Mosby^s men, commanded by Captain William Chapman, attacked about the 

same number of Union troopers who -w&rt resting at Snickers Gap. Some of these were 

8*" New York cavalrymen who had spent the day riding up the Shenandoah to Paris and 

back along the Ridge in search of wagon-raiding Rangers. General George H. Chapman 

vidth the main body of his men were resting in Snickersville after spending the day in a 

similar search east of the mounimns, riding to Paris and then to Upper\dlle and back. 

After the action, Chapman stated that "a number were killed, wounded and captured 

before I reached the scene of die encounter." He then chased the Rangers for about two 

miles before returning, due to exhaustion of the men and darkness, to his camp in the 

Valley. 

On 3 September, George Callahan of Snickersville, v^ddle home on leave, was out 

for a stroll with Thomas Osburn and Squire Kiount They had gotten as far as the 

horseshoe cur\'& on the other side of the mouotani vdien they met members of General 

Sheridan's forces. George vras taken captive, but the old man and the young boy were 

led; unhurt. C^ptuin Roger Chew of Snickersville had recruited this 26-year-old Irishman 

for ssr\dce in his Battery in 1862. He had reenlisted in April 1864 for the duration. 



On 15 September, from "Mosbj-'s KAemoirs, "So Vvhenthe troops (400 of Geaeral 

Sheridan's cavahn' vmo had captiired several of ldosb3''s men) reached Snickers Gap, all 

lay down in the shade and wsaz to sleep. Captain Chapman soon came plunging dovm 

the mountainside like an avalanche and was firing among the men before they were 

av̂ 'ake. They had not e:;mected an enemy to come like a boh from the sk)', and the attack 

caused a general stampede. AH the prisoners were recaptured, and many of the enemy 

Vi'ere killed, wounded and captured." 

During the earl}' hours of 14 October, a detachment of Rangers riding under the 

direct comnaa îd of Mosby held up a U.S. military train on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 

west of Duffield Station nordi of Eenyodlle. "We crossed the Shenandoah and Blue 

Ridge (at Snickers Gap) before noon and found Grogan's parby waiting for us at the 

appointed place (Bioomseld's Ebeaezer Church) in Loudoun Count}'." The capuired 

$173,000 was evenly distributed among Mosby's men, giving each of them $2,160. 

in August, hdajor General Sheridan had received the following order firom 

General Grant: " I f you can possibly spare a di^dsicn of Cavalr}', send tiiem through 

Loudoun County to destroy and carry off the crops, animals, negroes and all men under 

fifty years of age capable of bearing arms. In this way you Tvill get many of Mosby's 

men. Al l rnale citizens under fifty can fairly be held as prisoners of war, and not as 

citizen prisoners. I f not already' soldiers, the}' will be made so the moment the rebel army 

gets hold of mem." 

But Sheridan at that time Vv'as far too busy with his campaign in the Shenandoah 

Valley immediately to comply. It was not uMil after his victory over General Early in 

October at Cedar Creek that he felt he could act. On 26 November he sent the following 



tdegrsm to General-in-Chief Henry Ealleck: " I -.vill soon commence work on Mosby. 

Now there is going to be an intense hatred of him in that pordon of the (Loudoun) valley 

vmkh is nearly a desert:. I will soon commence on Loudoun Cotmtv, and let them Imow 
j 

there is a God in Israel, hdosb)" has aimeyed me considerably." 

On 27 November, Sheridan issued die K)ilowlng orders to Major General Wesley 

hferritt in command of the 1st Cavat;^ Division: "d'ou are directed to proceed, tomorrow 

morning at 7 o'clock, with t̂ vo brigades of your division nov̂ ' in camp, to the east side of 

the Blue Ridge xda Ashb3''s Gap... you will consume and destroy all forage and 

subsistence, bum all bams and mills and then coniems and drive off all stock in the 

reg: :3n.... The resen^e brigade of }'our divisio"_ will move to Snickersville on the 29*. 

Snicfcersville shouid be your point of concentration and the point from which you should 

cperste in destro^dng to-ward the Potomac... Yen vdll return to your present camp, via 

Snickersville, on me fifth day." 

Merrld's men separated at Paris imo three gioitos. One went south through 
I 

Kectortcwn and Salem (now Ivlarshali),, another east to Aldie and then along the 

Snickersville Turnpike to Srdckersville, and the third headed north to the Potomac. A l l 

met at SniCicersville witii the livestock captured, encamped overnight and rettimed via 

Sxdckers Gap to the d^alley, arriving there on the morning of 3 December. General 

Merritt reported driving off or destroying 6,000 head of cattle, 4,000 head of sheep, 

nearly 1,030 fatted hogs, and 500 to 700 horses. The reserve brigade reported they had 

burned 230 bams, S mills, 1 distiller)', 10,000 tons of ha^' and 25,000 bushels of grain. 



1865 

The guerilla warfare was not stopped by Merritt"s raid, and Snickersville 

continued to be subject to raids and skirmishes for the last few months of the wsx. Robert 

tlarshall, Compan}' A, e '*" VTrginia Cavalr)', died on 4 March in die Emiira, New Yodr 

prison. John A. Chew was v/oimded at Hamilton during the 20 to 22 March movement of 

Union troops to Snickersvnle. hiajor George E . Fiaster, M.D., b''* Virginia Cavalry w'as 

captured on 1 April at the Battle of Five Forks (west of Petersburg). He signed his oath 

of allegiance on 19 June and walked back to Snickersville from the Johnson Island prison 

in Ohio. On 5 April, James M. Osbom, Company A, 6th Virginia Cavalry, was captured. 

General Robert E . Lee surrendered at Appomattox on 8 April. Of the 39 men from 

Snickersville who fought in the C:\di War, 6 were idlled, one died of wouiids received in 

batrie, and one died in prison. 
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