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P l u e i i i o n t , known f o r moiT- than a c e n t u r y , r e a c h i n g back f r o m the y e a r 
, ,\s o n i c k e r s v i l l e , a l i t t l e h a m l e t of some f o r t y - f i v e d w e l l i n g s , t h e 

ict-minus- .1 the 0. D. B r a n c h o f t h e S o u t h e r n R a i l w a y , i s l o c a t e d a t t h e 
e a s t e r n en(i o f t h a t n o t e d p a s s of the B l u e R i d g e Mountain - S n i c k e r s ' Gap. 
O c c u p y i n g e l e v a t i o r i o f 1,000 f e e t above t i d e - w a t e r , i t e n j o y s t h e 
d i s t i K i t i o n of s t a n d i u f v , i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r , a head and s h o u l d e r s h i g h e r 
than any o t h e r v i l l a n e o r town i n Loudoun c o u n t y . 

The p e r i o d o f f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t a t t h i s p o i n t i s s h r o u d e d i n t h e 
i m p e n e t r a b l e shaoow of t h e dead p a s t . L o c a l t r a d i t i o n does n o t e x t e n d so 
t a r , and no r e c o r d known t o the w r i t e r , e x j ^ s t s t o d e c l a r e i t s b i r t h d a y . 
The p e c u l i a i l o c a t i o n o f t h e v i l l a g e would seem t o j u s t i f y the b e l i e f t h a t , 
long b e f o r e t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f 1776, t h e p i o n e e r s e t t l e r had b u i l t h i s l o g 
;abin b e s i d e t h e t r a i l , t r o d d e n by I n d i a n and deer, l e a d i n g t h r o u g h the 
i ^ r c a t p a s s f r o m our b e a u t i f u l Loudoun V a l l e y to the g r e a t v a l l e y o f t h e 
Shonandoah. 

I n r e l a t i o n to the l a n d on w h i c h t h i s v i l l a g e standsy--we l e a r n , f rom t h 
i-ecords o t h e County C l e r k ' s O f f i c e , t h e L o r d F a i r f a x , who, i t i s 
u e n e r a i l y known, was a t one t i m e the L o r d l y P r o p r i e t o r o f t h e v a s t t e r r i t o r y 
l y i n g between t h e Rappahannock and Potomac r i v e r s , g r a n t e d t o Geo. C a r t e r 
^941 a c r e s o f l a n d l y i n g a l o n g t h e E a s t e r n s i d i ^ of t h e B l u e R i d g e . Geo. 
C a r t e r t r a n s f e r r e d t h i s p a t e n t t o John A u g u s t i n e Washington, who by deed d a t 
J u l y 2 6 t h , 1769, conveyed 624 a c r e s of t h i s t r a c t to Edward S n i c k e r s . T h i s 
624-B.cre t r a . ; t i s d e s c r i b e d a s l y i n g a t t h e f o o t of t h e B l u e R i d g e , on t h e 
viain road from W i n c h e s t e r t o W ashington, and bounded on t h e s o u t h by t h e 
n o r t h e r n l i n e o f "The Manor o f L e e d s . " \

A n d a n o t h e r f a c t i s , by t h i s l a n g u a g e , made a p p a r e n t , v i z : t h a t 
S n i c k e r s ' Gap had, a t t h i s t i m e , become an i m p o r t a n t t h o r o u g h f a r e ; and from 
t h i s we r e a c h t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e f i r s t s e t t l e r ' s c a b i n a t t h e f o o t o f 
the p a s s iiad n e i g h b o r s and t h e n a t a l day o f the v i l l a g e had come and gOne 
p r i o r t o J u l y 26, 1769. Edward S n i c k e r s , by deed d a t e d J u n e 5, 1777, 
conveyed t h i s 624 a c r e s t o R i c h a r d W i s t a r , of P h i l a d e l p h i a , and by Dr. 
C a s p a r V / i s t a r s o l d i t t o W i l l i a m C l a y t o n . 

Edward S n i c k e r s had p r e v i o u s l y become t h e owner o f 1045 a c r e s o f 
uoudoun l a n d , l y i n g on t h e s o u t h f o r k o f Beaverdam c r e e k , t l i r e e o r f o u r 
l i l i e s s o u t h o f S n i c k e r s ' Gap, and bounded on t h e w e s t by "The Manor o f 
L e e d s . " T h i s was o n e - h a l f o f t h e C o l . B e n j . G r a y s o n p a t e n t o f 2090 a c r e s , 
dated August 5 t h , 1712. Edward S n i c k e r s ' deed i s to 17V0. S n c i k e r s 
a f t e r w a r d c o n v e y e d t l i i s same l a h d t o B e n j . G r a y s o n 3 r d , son o f B e n j . G r a y s o n 
2nd. G r a y s o n 3 r d and h i s w i f e , Nancy, c o n v e y e d t h e same l a n d to W i l l i a m 
o n i c k o i s , October 18, \7S3. By the way, t r a d i t i o n c r e d i t s t h i s same B i l l y 
S n i c k e r s w i t h c o n v e y i n g , t h e f i r s t b u s h e l of v/heat a c r o s s t h e B l u e R i d g e . 
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1 have c i t e d t h e s e f a c t s i n c i d e n t t o t h e S n i c k e r s f a m i l y t o make 
; l a i n the r e a s o n f o r c h r i s t e n i n g our v i l l a g e S n i c k e r s v i l l e , A somewhat 
neuphon J L O U S name, w h i c h d e s p i t e t h e s n e e r s o f s t r a n g e r s , c l u n g t o i t 
hrou^h good and e v i l r e p o r t s f o r more t h a n a hundred y e a r s . The p r o m i n e n c e 
>£ the S n i c k e r s f a m i l y i n t h e Shenandoah V a l l e y e n a b l e d them t o stamp t h e name 
n\, gap, and v i l l a g e . Though modern s e n t i m e n t has d e s p o i l e d them o f 
) a r t of the honor, c h a n g i n g S n i c k e r s ' F e r r y t o C a s t l e m a n ' s F e r r y , and 
S n i c k e r s v i l l e to B luemont, I t r u s t , i n j u s t i c e t o t h e s e g a l l a n t o l d p i o n e e r s , 
-he rugged gap i n t h e B l u e R i d g e w i l l c a r r y t h e name p r o u d l y down t h r o u g h t h e 
;oraing a g e s . 

W i l l i a m C l a y t o n , a n o t h e r p e r s o n a g e whose f a m i l y was p r o m i n e n t l y c o n n e c t e d 
/ i t h t h e h i s t o r y o f o u r v i l l a g e , a c q u i r e d t h e S n i c k e r s l a n d p r e s u m a b l y a b o u t t h e 
l o s e of the R e v o l u t i o n a r y War. T h i s p r e s u m p t i o n i s s t r e n g t h e n e d , i f we 
r e d i t t h e s t o r y o f t e n r e p e a t e d i n t h i s l o c a l i t y , v i z : t h a t Wm. C l a y t o n 
emained l o y a l to K i n g George when t h e C o l o n i e s b r o k e away - i n o t h e r w o r d s , was 
. T o r y , and, a s s u c h , was i n g r e a t measure r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e m a s s a c r e o f t h e 
roops of Gen. Wavne a t P a o l i , P e n n s y l v a n i a . IJnder t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t i s 
n o b a b l e P e n n s y l v a n i a was made r a t h e r hot f o r him and he b e a t a h a s t y r e t r e a t 
o t h e then w i l d s e c t i o n o f V i r g i n i a . Here he b u i l t a d w e l l i n g house n e a r a 

J i n e s p r i n g , known f o r many y e a r s a s C l a y t o n ' s s p r i n g . T h i s s p r i n g ' s 
o c a i i t y i s between t h e s t o n e c h u r c h and p u b l i c s c h o o l house on t h e s o u t h 
l i e of S n i c k e r s ' Gap and A l e x a n d r i a T u r n p i k e . The t u r n p i k e was d o u b t l e s s 
i o c a t e d y e a r s a f t e r t h e house was b u i l t , and r u n s between t h e house and s p r i n g , 
'he o l d house s t o o d o p p o s i t e t h e s c h o o l house and was o c c u p i e d up t o about t e n 
•ears ago; and a p o r t i o n of t h e b u i l d i n g y e t r e m a i n s . From C l a y t o n ' s coming 
i n t i l n e a r t h e end o f t h e E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y n o t h i n g i s known a s t o the 
ievelopment of t h e v i l l a g e . 

In 1797 Amos C l a y t o n ( s o n of W i l l i a m C l a y t o n ) b u i l t t h e l a r g e s t o n e 
l o u s G w h i c h s t a n d s a t t h e j u n c t i o n of t h e L e e s b u r g r o a d w i t h t h e t u r n p i k e , 
\ow owned and o c c u p i e d by t h e h e i r s o f t h e l a t e Townsend M. Osburn. About 
h i s t i m e the o l d l o g s c h o o l house was b u i l t on l a n d donated f o r t h e p u r p o s e 
)y Amos C l a y t o n and was used a s s u c h u n t i l 1872 when i t was s u p e r s e d e d by 
-he e x i s t i n g p u b l i c s c h o o l house. However, i t i s s t i l l w e l l p r e s e r v e d , and i s 
occupied a s a t e n a n t house on the T.M. Osburn f a r m . I have no i n f o r m a t i o n a s 
.o the t i m e o f Wm. C l a y t o n ' s d e a t h . The l a n d seems t o have p a s s e d i n t o t h e 
j o s s e s s i o n o f h i s c h i l d r e n p r i o r t o 1797, though t h e r e c o r d s show t h a t i t was 
:onveyed by R i c h a r d H. Henderson, Adm'r o f W i l l i a m C l a y t o n , d e c e a s e d , t o h i s 
l e i r s , Amos, I s r a e l , W i l l i a m and Martha C l a y t o n , and o t h e r s , by deed d a t e d 
l a n u a i y 10, 1820. The n e x t s t o n e house (now owned and o c c u p i e d by t h e h e i r s 
)f A s h f o r d -Veadon) was b u i l t by Timothy C a r r i n g t o n , i n 1807 o r 17. The d a t e 
l a r k e d on t l i e g a b l e i s p a r t i a l l y o b l i t e r a t e d , l e a v i n g o n l y f i r s t , s e c o n d and 
a s t f i g u r e s , 18-7. 

I n th<.> c^ a r l y y e a r s o f t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y t h e v i l l a g e had grown t o an 
a c t i v e l i t t l e b u s i n e s s p l a c e , w i t h t a v e r n , s t o r e s , b l a c k s m i t h , w h e e l w r i g h t 

irid o t h e r shops o f a r t i s a n s , s u c h a s a t t h a t day were needed t o s u p p l y t h e 
v a n t s of t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f the p r o d u c t s o f t h e 
Shenandoah V a l l e y , t h r o u g h S n i c k e r s ' Gap, had grown to s u c h p r o p o r t i o n s 
ham may Loudoun .'.'armors employed t h e i r teams i n t h i s b u s i n e s s . T h i s was 



(jay oi Lhe famous teams of " H a m i l t o n and P e l t e r " o f w h i c h I have h e a r d 
many s t o r i e s f r o m c o n t e m p o r a r y g e n e r a t i o n o f o l d wagoners. F i f t y - f i v e 
b a r r e l s of f l o u r were l i a u l e d by H a m i l t o n a t a s i n g l e s i x - h o i ' s e l o a d , from 
Vail': m i l l s to A l e x a n d r i a , a g g r e g a t i n g w i t h n e c e s s a r y f e e d f o r h o r s e s , 
s i s t o n s . I I 

To ac'.;oiiiiiir>dato t h i s t r a f f i c came the n e c e s s i t y f o i - a b e t t e r r o a d and 
wh.ilo Lhe n i ne tt^'.nth. c e n t u r y was i n hoi' t e e n s , t h e t u r n p i k e f r o m S n i c k e i v s ' 
F e r r y to A l d i e was c o n s t r u c t e d . A P o s t O f f i c e had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1806. 
Thi: f i r s t P o s t M a s t e r v/as L e w i s S t e v e n s , who s e r v e d u n t i l O c t o b e r 1 , 1813 
ax.c v>a;- s u j ^ o o c i e d by N o t l e y C. ' V i l l i a r a s , t h e n d o i n g b u s i n e s s a s a m e r c h a n t . 

About Llie l a t t e i - end of t h e 3 r d decade of t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , the r o a d l e a d i n g 
ttom t.lic- D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , t h r o u g h L e e s b u r g was c o m p l e t e d t o t h i s p l a c e , 
and a s t a g e r o u t e e s t a b l i s h e d w h i c h c a r r i e d m a i l and p a s s e n g e r s t h r o u g h 
i n both d i r e c t i o r s , ^ d a i l y from Washington to W i n c h e s t e r , p a s s i n g o f c o u r s e 
thvought. S n i c k e r s v i l l e . Our m a i l y f a c i l i t i e s were t h u s r e n d e r e d about e q u a l 
CO any p l a c e i n t h e c o u n t r y a t t h i s t i m e and, f o r many y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s , 
i )^,^ ng no P o s t O f f i c e a t Round H i l l , S i l c o t t S p r i n g s and P a x s o n , added 
much to the l i f e and i m p o r t a n c e of t h e p l a c e . I | 

A l t e r the B a l t i m o r e and Ohio R a i l r o a d and t h e Chesapeake and Ohio c a n a l 
r e a c h e d H a r p e r s F e r r y , most o f the t r a f f i c t h r o u g h t h e gap, was d i r e c t e d t o 
t h a t c h a n n e l and i n d e e d much o f t h e wheat grown i n t h i s r e g i o n found a m a r k e t 
a t S m a r t ' s m i l l on the Potomac, t h e n c e t o t h e c a n a l . The v i l l a g e , however, 
tru d g e d a l o n g , as most v i l l a g e s do t h a t h a v e n ' t e n t e r p r i s e , s t i m u l a t e d by 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y f a v o r a b l e l o c a t i o n s , c o m m u n i c a t i n g r e a d i l y w i t h t h e g r e a t 
c e n t e r s of t r a d e . Many i n d i v i d u a l s from v i l l a g e and a d j a c e n t c o u n t r y j o i n e d 
the g r e a t c a r a v a n s of e m i g r a n t s to t h e m i d d l e Western S t a t e s f r o m 1830 to 
1845 and t l i u s r e t a r d e d growth and p o p u l a t i o n . 

The w r i t O x ' s e t t l e d h e r e m 1852. At t h i s t i m e t h e r e were two t a v e r n s o r 
h o t e l s , k e p t ; - e s p e c t i v e l y by J o a n Osburn and A. Mason Moore; two s t o r e s o f 
genc.^ra] m e r c h a n d i s e , S i l c o t t & C h a m b l i n , and T.V. B. & T.M. Osburn were t h e 
s r v i e s of t h e s e r e s p e c t i v e f i r m s , and a t h r i v i n g b u s i n e s s was done by e a c h . 

The c h a i a c t e r ot t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e v i l l a g e and s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y 
was r a t h r - r u r i i q u e . Those o f t h e Piedmont r e g i o n were m o s t l y s t u r d y , 
i n d e p e n d e n t i a i m e r s , p o s s e s s o r s of broad a c r e s and an abunaance o f good c h e e r ; 
'-:ociaJlv i r i ' l m e t ! , g i v e n t o d a n c i n g , and f r e e and e a s y e n j o y m e n t o f th e goods 
•.i.e g o G K hr.J ;..ivea them g e n e r a l l y . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o j a t o there a s a 
p r o r e s s f d l y r - c l i g i o u s community. The p e o p l e o f t h e m o u n t a i n were p r i m i t i v e 
i n m a n n e r t nr-:- modes of l i v i n g , f u l l o f f u n , f r o l i c and l i g h t , and o f t e n 
w h i s k e y . 'I'ncy woie- wont, on f r e q u e n t o c c a s i o n s , t o p a i n t t h e town a v i v i d r e d . 
T h i s c o n d i t i o n of t h i n g s was not d i s c o u r a g e d by t h e two open b a r s a t t h e two 
t a v e r n s t h a t d i s p e n s e d i n t o x i c a n t s to a l l comers. I n 1849 o r 50, t h e p e o p l e 
of t h e viria<.',"' a n d n e i g n l i o r h o o d b u i l t a c h u r c h , t h e f i r s t and o n l y one i n t h e 
v i l l a g e . T h i s i s v/hat i s c a l l e d a f r e e c h u r c h , b e l o n g i n g t o no C h r i s t i a n 
i^non: ; Lr.ns. But o n e d e n o m i n a t i o n , t l i e M e t h o d i s t , has liad r e g u l a r s t a t e d 
s e ^ ' v i c e horo s i n r . e t h e i.li\i7'ch was o u i l t . They have had f o r t h e l a s t f i f t y 
j c a - s , 1.-. r s e ' - v i c o h e r e on a l t f ; r n a t e Sundays, t h r o u g h o u t t l i e y e a r . As I 



•.\vc jncJi .;at.':'cl, oni j k i ; f s v I l i e i n .I'ormei- y e a r s was by no means a g r e a t r e l i g i o u s 
• i)\:'r. T I P - j j r c a c h e r s i ' l o m H i i l s b o r o c i r c u i t had a s o r t , o f M i s s i o n l i c r o , 
1 ) '1 t o I'm: Ijii • i c l i n g o f t h e C hurch, and h e l d s e r v i c e s i n t h e o l d l o g s c h o o l 
ouse an>; ; oaclied t o a l i t t l e s o c i e t y of l e s s t h a n a . dozen members, and 
u i h oilii'js :\s v.'ere i n c l i n e d to a t t e n d . The B a p t i s t c h u r c h e s a t E b e n e z e r and 
h o r t H i l l s s e e m to have been t h e c e n t e r o f i n t e r e s t , t o o u r Piedmont c i t i z e n s . 
u t t h e p r e s e n t day w i t n e s s e s a somewhat m o d i f i e d c o n d i t i o n i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 
h o m e m b e r s h i p o f the M e t h o d i s t w o r s h i p p i n g h e r e has gone up t o o v e r a 
u n d r e d m e m b e r s , a n d draws l a r g e , i n t e r e s t e d and i n t e l l i g e n t c o n g r e g a t i o n s . 

B u V 1 must ask t h e r e a d e r t o go back a g a i n t o t h e H a l c y o n d a y s o f " B e f o ' 
e w a h " - t o S n i c k e r s v i l l e , o f t h e s t a g e c o a c h and h o r s e - b a c k r i d i n g - the 
a y s w h e n T a d e l y ' s s p l e n d i d teams of f o u r and s i x h o r s e s w ere wont t o dash 
n t o o u r v i l l a g e e v e r y a f t e r n o o n , d r a w i n g t h e g r e a t l u m b e r i n g Concord c o a c h , 
w i n g i n g o n i t s m a n y - p i l e d l e a t h e r s p r i n g s , l o a d e d o f t e n w i t h p a s s e n g e r s , 
a s i d e , o u t s i d e , and on t o p , to t h e number of f i f t e e n to t w e n t y , and t h e 
a s h i n g l o n . u a i l . T h e a r r i v a l o f t h e m a i l c o a c h c a u s e d more o f e x c i t e m e n t 
m o n g t h e s c o r e s o f . h o r s e s and horsemen l i n i n g t h e s t r e e t s , a s w e l l a s among 
lie v i l l a g e r s , than t h e w h i s t l i n g and r o a r i n g a p p r o a c h o f the r a i l w a y t r a i n 
f thi? p r e s e n t d a y . Horsemen, g a l o r e , from a l l p a r t s of the w i d e d i s t r i c t 
o c o i v i r i g m a i l a t , t h i s p o i n t were on hand t o g r e e t t h e i n c o m i n g s t a g e s . With 
h a t p l e a s u i - f j the w r i t e r r e c a l l s t h o s e s c e n e s . The s p i r i t e d s t e e d s , t h e 
l o w i a g l a c e s . D i s t i n g u i s h e d among them I remember D o c t o i s Grady and G i b s o n 
; t h e (-Ider norsemen - b o t h s p l e n d i d r i d e r s - a,nd knowing a h o r s e from f o r e t o p 
0 f e t l o c k , a n d t h e i r boys, and J n o . L e v i n P o w e l l s , a t r i o f r o m e a c h house, 
v o r y o a e a thorough horseman, and s c o r e s o f o t h e r s . Our s e c t i o n was e s s e n t i a l l y 
s o c t i o j i o f f i n e s a d c i l e h o r s e s and s p l e n d i d r i d e r s . 

Durin.^ the y e a r s 1850 t o 1860 t h e v i l l a g e saw p e r h a p s i t s most p r o s p e r o u s 
a y s . S t e a d i l y improvements were b e i n g made i n d w e l l i n g s and p e o p l e . Then 
;ie w a r c l o u d b u r s t o v e r our heads; f o r f o u r y e a r s we were t o r n and b e a t e n 
/ the p i t i l e s s s t o r m . At t h e end t h e w r e c k was a p p a l l i n g . The f a r m s a d j a c e n t 
M-e s t r i p p e d o f f e n c e s , b a r n s were b u r n t , i a l l l i v e s t o c k d r i v e n o f f , and 
-•ans f o r i j r o v i d i n g f o r f u t u r e wants e x h a u s t e d , F o r m i l e s a r o u n d e x t e n d e d a 
j n c e l e s s , p r a i r i e - l i k e p l a i n . The p e c u l i a r l o c a t i o n o f t h i s v i l l a g e s u b j e c t e d 
L t o u r iustjal s p o l i a t i o n . T w i c e the v a s t h o r d e s of t h e N o r t h e r n army, swieeping 
L o n g the e a s t e r n s i d e o f t h e B l u e R i d g e , camped h e r e . E a c h t i m e f o r man;y d a y s , 
) i c e s wore r e t a i n e d a t t h i s p o i n t to g u a r d t h e g r e a t p a s s , f o r L e e t a r r i u d i n 
n e v a l l e y o p p o s i t e , and much s k i r m i s h i n g and some rough f i g h t i n g took p l a c e 
etween t h e o p p o s i t e f o r c e s . I n 1862, a f t e r A n t i e t a m , Hood's D i v i s i o n was 
irown a c r o s s , and e s t a b l i s h e d and h e l d f o r some days a l i n e on t h e e a s t e r n 
lope o f the m o u n t a i n , t h u s c o v e r i n g S n i c k e r s ' Gap. A monument o f h i s p r e s e n c e 
1 t h e shape of a l i g h t b r e a s t w o r k o f s t o n e s , e x t e n d i n g f o r p e r h a p s a m i l e 
1 e i t h e i ' s i d e o f t h e t u r n p i k e , r e m a i n s t o t h i s day. I n and a r ound the v i l l a ' . g e 
my engagements between ''Vhite's, Mosby's, and o t h e r s m a l l b o d i e s o f 
) n f e d e r a t e s were had w i t h Mead's men and s c o u t i n g p a r t i e s o f o t h e r Union 
) r c e s . P i l l a g e o f i n h a b i t a n t s , o f c o u r s e , accompanied t h e s e i n c u r s i o n s . The 
id came i n 1865. The w e a r i e d and t a t t e r e d s o l d i e r s came back t o t h e i r 
i s o l a t e d homes to t a k e pu a g a i n o c c u p a t i o n s h u r r i e d l y f o r s a k e n f o u r y e a r s 
' f o r e . With i n d o m i t a b l e w i l l t h e work of r e s t o r a t i o n was resumed and i n a 
w y e a r s most marks o f t h e war wer o b l i t e r a t e d , and o u r v i l l a g e was 
o s p e r i n g a s n e v e r b e f o r e . 
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The A l e x a n d i ' i a , Loudoun and Hampshire R a i l r o a d was b e i n g pushed f o r w a r d 
and we e x p e c t e d soon t o have t h e mountain t u n n e l e d and r a i l r o a d c o n n e c t i o n s 
v i t h t l i e g r e a t o u t s i d e w o r l d . B u t a f t e r c o m p l e t i n g t h e g r a d i n g t o w i t h i n 
one m i l e o f u s , work on i t was s t o p p e d s h o r t by the f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e s o f 
1873. Y e t , a f t e r t h e l a p s e o f some y e a r s , t h e r a i l r o a d r e a c h e d Round H i l l , 
f o u r m i l e s s h o r t o f u s , and w h i l e p r o v i n g o f much b e n e f i t t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
c o u n t r y , to t h e v i l l a g e p r o p e r i t was s i m p l y d i s a s t - r o u s . T r a d e and b u s i n e s s 
vere drawn away, and t h e v i l l a g e l e f t s t r a n d e d i n a m o t i o n l e s s eddy, w h i l e 
the s p a r k l i n g c u r r e n t swept r i p p l i n g by. However, c i t y p e o p l e who f o l l o w e d 
up t h e r a i l r o a d , s e e k i n g r e n e w a l o f h e a l t h and e n e r g y , i n t h e h i g h l a n d s o f 
upper Loudoun. R e a c h i n g t h e m o u n t a i n a t S n i c k e r s v i l l e , t h e m o u n t a i n i t s e l f 
was e x p l o r e d , and many s o u g h t and o b t a i n e d Summer boa r d a t c o t t a g e s on t h e 
summit i t s e l f . P r o f . J o s e p h K a s p a r , o f Washington, became s o enamored w i t h 
the grand s c e n e r y and e x h i l a r a t i n g atmosphere o f t h e r e g i o n n e a r t h e famous 
" B e a r Den R o c k s " t h a he d e t e r m i n e d t o have a Summer home t h e r e . O t h e r s 
f o l l o w e d . A f i n e h o t e l was e r e c t e d n e a r t h e Gap f o r t h e accommodation o f 
Summer v i s i t o r s , and hund r e d s o f p e o p l e s o u g h t board i n our v i l l a g e and 
n e i ghborliood y e a r l y . T h i s s t a t e o f t h i n g s a t t r a c t e d t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e ; 
S o u t h e r n R a i l w a y p e o p l e and m e a s u r e s were p ut on f o o t by them t o e x t e n d t h e 
W. & 0. D. B l a n c h t o t h e base o f t h e moun t a i n . S n i c k e r s v i l l e and v i c i n i t y 
r a i s e u some $5,000.00 t o s e c u r e t h e r i g h t o f way, e t c . , and t h e R a i l w a y ' 
Company b u i l t the r o a d to t h a t p o i n t . The f i r s t t r a i n o f c a r s r e a c h e d h e r e 
J u l y 4 t h , 1900. • I 

T h i s d a t e marks an epoch i n our h i s t o r y . The q u a i n t l i t t l e v i l l a g e 
becomes a r a i l w a y town. The r a i l r o a d p e o p l e named t h e s t a t i o n Bluemont. 
The g e n e r a l p o s t - o f f i c e a u t h o r i t i e s changed t h e name o f t h e p o s t - o f f i c e 
to Bluemont. Thus, a f t e r a c e n t u r y - a n d - a - h a l f ' s e x i s t e n c e , a r e - c h r i s t e n i n g . . 
Hence we c l o s e t h e 1 9 t h , and commence t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y a s BLUEMONT. Under 
s u s p i c i o u s c o n d i t i o n s we s t a r t on a new c a r e e r . An e x t e n s i v e s e c t i o n o f l a n d 
a d j a c e n t t o t h e R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n has been l a i d out i n l o t s and s t r e e t s -
The Loudoun House, "two d w e l l i n g h o u s e s , a commodious s t o r e h o u s e , and a l a r g e 
warehouse and e l e v a t o r , have been b u i l t and a r e now o c c u p i e d . S i n c e t h e 
b u i l d i n g of t h e h o t e l i n t h e Gap, e i g h t new h o u s e s have been b u i l t on t h e 
summit o f t h e m o u n t a i n , i n t h e immediate v i c i n i t y o f t h e v i l l a g e , and f o u r 
nore a r e now i n t h e c o u r s e o f e r e c t i o n . We have now i n t h e , v H l f t g e t h r e e 
w e l l - e q u i p p e d s t o r e s , s e l l i n g g e n e r a l m e r c h a n d i s e , one m i l l i n e r y e s t a b l i s h m e n t , 
one c o n c e i n a t the e l e v a t o r , d e a l i n g i n wheat, c o r n , f e r t i l i z e r s , f l o u r , 
meal, f e e d , g r a s s s s e e d s , e t c . , a l i v e r y s t a b l e and t h r e e h o t e l s , a l l d o i n g 
a l i v e l y b u s i n e s s , and s e e m i n g l y p r o s p e r i n g . A l s o b l a c k s m i t h s , w h e e l w r i g h t s , 
c a r p e n t e r s and h a r n e s s shop. Two p h y s i c i a n s and a d e n t i s t a r e p r e p a r e d t o do 
deeded r e p a i i ' s to t h e human machine. 

T h i s , Mr. E d i t o r , brixq^t. o u r h i s t o r y up" to" d a t e , and t h e end. 

Resp'y. 

George E. P l a s t e r , M.D. 
F a t h e r o f Dr. Henry G. P l a s t e r , 
and Mrs. A.P. Osborne 

,lay 12, 1902. 


