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OMENA -HILLCREST CEMETERY  

MEMORIAL GUIDE  
 

 

The Omena Cemetery, also later known as the Hillcrest Cemetery, is located in Omena on Kalchik 

Road north of East Tatch Road (County Road 622) in Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, 

Michigan. The cemetery came into existence on April 18, 1898, when Lizzie D. Buckworth, nee 

Dorland, sold a three acre parcel of land to the Leelanau Township Board of Health with the 

provision that "the same to be used as a township cemetery." The Board of Health members were: 

Steiner Garthe, Superintendent; William B. Johnson, Clerk and E. F. Dame and George E. Dame, 

Justices. The entire cemetery measured 416.62 by 313.5 feet and contained forty-nine ñlots,ò each 

measuring 33 square feet. 

 

While the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery is not located within the Omena National Historic District, 

it is an integral component of Omenaôs history and social heritage. The eastern edge of the 

cemetery borders the western boundary of the Omena Historic District which was entered into the 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic 

Places, on January 17, 2017. 

 

The Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery Memorial Guide came about quite by chance in July 2019 when 

my brother, Joseph W. Thomas (Joe), and I visited Carol McMachen and Rodney Groesser at their 

home to see Carolôs collection of more than 1,770 salt and pepper shakers and Rodneyôs large 

collection of historic tractors and farm implements. Carol visited our home in Mattawan on 

weekends while attending nursing school in Kalamazoo in 1958 and she suggested that we visit 

the Omena Historical Society Museum to see a display of ñPainted Memoryò paintings of the 

Omena area by her sister Sharon V. McMachen Kalchik. Sharonôs ñPainted Memoryò paintings 

consist of colorful folk art paintings recalling her childhood and other life events in Omena and 

Leelanau County that she supplemented with narrative descriptions of the graphic scenes she 

captured in her paintings. We were interested in seeing the paintings because our ancestry and 

many of our life experiences overlapped with the McMachen family. Joe and I had fond memories 

of visiting the Donovan and Carrie Craker McMachen family in the 1950s at the McMachen family 

farm, Carol and Sharonôs childhood home. The McMachen farm, now gone, was located north of 

Omena at the intersection of M-22 and Overlook Road.  

 

Our ancestral family tree links us to numerous Bohemian families in the Gills Pier, Omena and 

Leelanau County area including the Kovariks, Kolariks, Korsons, Sedlaceks, Kalchiks, Jelineks 

Novotnys, Reichas, Alpers and others. My brothers Joseph Wencel and Robert John Thomas and 

my sisters Kay Ann and Mary Joy McMachen and I are children of Anastasia Kovarik Thomas 

McMachen and grandsons of Victoria Kolarik and Wencel P. Kovarik, who were born and raised 

in the Gills Pier area. In addition, my brothers and I were step-sons of Walter A. McMachen and 

step-grandsons of Adelbert and Ida Egeler McMachen, who had lived in the McMachen family 

farm north of Omena before retiring in Northport. Kay Ann and Mary Joy are the children of 

Anastasia and Walter McMachen. 

 

During our visit to the Omena Historical Society Museum, I met Charlotte Read, a museum docent 

and member of the Omena Historical Society (OHS). Charlotte asked where my brother and I were 

from and inquired about our interest in the history of Omena. I told her that I was retired and living 
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in Stuart, Florida. I also told her about our frequent visits to Omena and Leelanau County in the 

1950s and mentioned that I had been preparing family trees for more than thirty years for the 

numerous ancestral families in Leelanau County who we related to, as well as compiling several 

gravestone memorial booklets to complement the family trees. Charlotte asked if I had ever 

prepared a memorial booklet for a cemeteryðI had not. Within a month, the OHS inquired if I 

would be interested in preparing a gravestone memorial booklet for the Omena Cemetery. I agreed 

since I had already collated numerous on-line photographs of the gravestones of my relatives and 

ancestors interred in the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery, as well as for those in the Leelanau Township 

Cemetery in Northport and the Saint Wenceslas Cemetery in Leland Township. 

 

During the fall and winters of 2019-2020 and 2020-2021, I compiled memorial pages for all those 

interred in the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery. I was able to do this because of the incredible on-line 

resources available to genealogical researchers in the past 10 years including Find A Grave, L.D.S 

Family Search, Ancestry.com, WikiTree.com, the Central Michigan University digital collection 

of historic Michigan newspapers, U.S. Census records, U.S. Military Records, Social Security 

records, Internment.com, and others. I supplemented this information with personal photographs, 

genealogical information from the family trees that I had complied during the past 40 years and 

other genealogical sources.  

 

In addition to photographs of gravestones, the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery Memorial Guide 

includes obituaries, ñNewspaper Snippetsò from historic newspapers, excerpts from ñOmena: A 

Place In Time, a History of Omenaò by Amanda Holmes published by the OHS in 2003 and 

excerpts from ñOmena Timelinesò, a newsletter published periodically by the Historical Society. 

The obituaries, historical records and ñnewspaper snippetsò provide an unusual and interesting 

historical insight about the lives and times of the people who are interred in the Omena-Hillcrest 

Cemetery beginning with three Native Americans who were born in the Michigan Territory before 

Michigan became the 26th State on January 26, 1837. The Guide identifies Native Americans and 

persons who served in the Civil War, Spanish American War, WW I, WW II, the Korean War and 

the Viet Nam War. Two poems about the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery capture the essence of the 

Cemetery ñcommunityò of hundreds of persons who are interred there and the setting of the 

Cemetery itself. 

 

The Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery Memorial Guide entries were compiled alphabetically and indexed 

for gravestones and for unmarked grave sites based on the surnames of the persons and maiden 

names of spouses interred in the cemetery. Each memorial page includes a reference for the source 

of the gravestone photograph and memorial information including Find A Grave and other on-line 

information. Wherever possible the name, birth and death dates of parents are provided to assist 

those who may be interested in doing further genealogical family research. 

 

The Omena-Hillcrest Memorial Guide was compiled digitally in Word and saved in a PDF format 

which permits easy digital searches for names, events, professions and other items of interest. The 

digital format also provides the Historical Society with a computerized document that can be 

updated and revised and for adding new memorial pages. 

 

The Omena Historical Society welcomes input from families and persons interested in the Omena-

Hillcrest Cemetery. Suggested additions, revisions and photographs (preferably in a digital format) 
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of persons included in the Memorial Guide can be submitted to the Omena Historical Society, P.O. 

Box 75, Omena, Michigan 49674 or omenahistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

 

The Omena Historical Society is pleased to provide the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery Guide as a 

reference tool for learning about former Omena community area residents and through newspaper 

snippets insight how the Omena area evolved from a Native American settlement area to a farming 

and nationally renowned 20th Century cherry, vineyard and winery area to the current 21st Century 

community of permanent, part-time and resort residents. 
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WHAT IS A CEMETERY?  
 

The etymology of the word ñcemeteryò is derived originally from the Greek əɞɘɛɖŰɐɟɘɞɜ (koimeterion) 

meaning "sleeping place" or ñsleeping chamberò which implies that the land is specifically designated 

as a burial ground. The Roman Empire utilized the Latin term ñcoemeteriumò, followed by the Anglo-

French term ñcimiterieò and the Middle English term ñcimiteryò from which the current term 

ñcemeteryò was derived.  

 

The term ñcemeteryò is often used interchangeably with the term ñgraveyardò but historically the term 

ñgraveyardò refers primarily to a burial ground within a churchyard. The Omena Presbyterian 

Cemetery would be an example of a ñgraveyardò. 

 

It is customary in Western nations for visitors to cemeteries to leave cut flowers (or now plastic 

flowers) at gravesites to commemorate loved ones especially during major holidays, on birthdays and 

relevant anniversaries.  In European countries it is a historical custom to leave small rocks or stones 

on the top of a loved oneôs gravestone as a show of respect and to show that the love, honor, memories, 

and soul of the loved one are as eternal as stones. The custom of leaving ñvisitor stonesò is widely 

practiced today in Jewish cemeteries.  As one walks through the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery, one can 

see examples of flowers and stones placed on gravestones and at gravesites. 

 

GRAVESTONE INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS  
 

Websites that provide memorials and photographs of gravestones in cemeteries throughout the United 

States and the world include Find A Grave and Billion Graves. The Find A Grave website is free. 

Billion Graves may charge a membership fee.  

 

Find A Grave is an on-line resource that has undertaken a worldwide program of photographing 

gravestones in color, locating them precisely with GPS (Global Positioning System) coordinates and 

indexing them by the name(s) of the descendant(s) and by the cemetery in which the gravestones are 

located. Supplemental genealogical information may include marriage dates, names of spouses and in 

some cases the names of children of the deceased. Personal photographs supplement the Find A Grave 

photographs. Find A Grave was created by Jim Tipton, a Salt Lake City resident born in Alma, 

Michigan, who had a hobby of visiting and photographing the burial sites of famous celebrities. In 

1995 he opened an online forum named Find A Grave that permitted persons all over the world to add 

photographs and memorial information about the deceased. Find A Grave was launched as a 

commercial entity in 1998, first as a trade name and then incorporated in 2000. The site later expanded 

to include graves of non-celebrities, in order to allow online visitors to pay respect to their deceased 

relatives and friends. By 2017 Find A Grave contained over 165 million burial records and seventy-

five million photos.  Find A Grave can be found on the web at: https://www.findagrave.com 

 

Bill ion Graves was developed by Brian Moncur in 2010 and today is the world's largest resource for 

searchable GPS cemetery data. Volunteers collect headstone images from cemeteries and then 

transcribe the personal information found on the images. The mission of Bill ion Graves is to provide 

accurate gravestone data with both images and with GPS (Global Positioning System) locations. GPS 

locations are essential when locating headstones in large cemeteries and works in a similar manner as 

GPS programs to locate addresses for homes, businesses and other geographic sites. Billion Graves 

can be found on the web at: https://billiongraves.com 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/
https://billiongraves.com/
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The Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery 
By Sharon Jean Baatz 

  

Entering the small historical Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery 

On the westward side of Omena 

In Leelanau County, Michigan 

One comes upon a wide assortment of memorials and gravestones 

Of early settlers and also of Native American Chippewas and Ottawas. 

Chief Ahgosa and Chief Waukazoo and their kin roamed these parts and  

Made their homes in Ahgosa Town, Waukazooville*  and nearby Peshawbestown. 

Now Omena is a quiet little community 

With the Omena-Hillcrest Cemetery to help preserve its past. 

Old and new tombstones are set amid the ancient trees and shrubs, 

Over the hill from Omena without a sentry to guard them day or night. 

The Cemetery forms a small, silent community of many, 

With varying personalities, histories and families 

Sharing a revered place and a silent space in time. 

Here there is always old and young, 

With many different dreams and views of the world; 

Farmers, Soldiers, Doctors and Wives, 

Carpenters, Merchants, Teachers and Students, 

Even tiny precious Babies. 

But even with such an assortment of the human race, 

There are no arguments or disagreements 

About beliefs, nationalities or class, 

For now they all get along in 

Their peaceful community underground. 

They arrived from many corners of the world 

All with dreams of success and happiness 

And settled in this historic settlement of Omena. 

So many memories, hopes, dreams and 

Secrets now forgotten, 

Laid to rest to be remembered only by family and friends. 

Amid tall grass swaying in the breeze, 

With bouquets of sweet flowers and little stones left behind, 

The scent of nearby cherry orchards and the Omena Bay 

Swept in on the westerly and easterly winds. 

Facing westward over the crest of the historic settlement of Omena 

Forever peaceful, 

Within sacred ground. 

 
* Renamed Northport in 1854. 

© Sharon Jean Baatz, Maple City, Michigan, March 10, 2021  
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WALDO MACK ABBOT, Jr.  and NEVA GRAY PINGLEY  
 

Waldo Mack Abbot, Jr., Captain, U.S. Army, WW II  
Birth  30 Dec 1916 Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County, Michigan 

Death 24 May 2001 (aged 84) Rockville, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Waldo Mack Abbot, Sr., (1888-1964) and Emily E. Ely (1888-1976) 
 

Married  16 Jan 1946 in Elkins, Randolph County, West Virginia 

 

Neva Gray ñPingò Pingley, Lieutenant, U.S. Army Nurses Corps, WW II 
Birth  16 Jan 1920 Valley Bend, Randolph County, West Virginia 

Death 28 Aug 2012 (aged 92) Rockville, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents John Nelson Pingley (1877-1951) and Margaret Elizabeth Caplinger (1889-1977) 

 

Find A Grave, Memorial Nos. 21412667 and 116717463 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Captain Waldo Mack Abbot, Jr (30 Dec 1916ï24 May 2001) U.S. Army, WWII, and 1st Lieutenant 

Neva Gray Pingley Abbot (16 Jan 1920ï28 Aug 2012) U.S. Army, World War II Nurse Corps, citing Omena 

Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 

46844300). Photo by J. F. Witkowski. 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Omena a Place in Time, page 109. ñNeva Gray Pingley, known as "Ping," met Waldo Abbot in 1942 while serving as a nurse at 

the 120th General Hospital in Balsam, India. Waldo was still overseas in the Quartermaster Corps when Ping ventured north alone 
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to meet Waldo's family in the summer of 1945. It seems that no one in the family gave her clear instructions on how to get to 

Omena, so she depended on the kindness of strangers. She flew to Detroit, where someone suggested that she take a train to Grayling 

and try to catch a ride west. Once she reached Grayling a milkman offered her a ride to Traverse City, which she accepted. "I 

arrived in Traverse City," she recalled, "at five o'clock in the morning, with the milkman, and checked into the Park Place [Hotel]." 

In these days, the cottages did not have telephones, so Ping called Anderson's General Store to alert the family of her arrival and 

was told she would have to wait until the store opened before they could convey her message to the Abbot cottage. She used her 

time to recover from the journey and put on a fresh uniform - required attire because she was still in the Army - and patiently waited 

for Waldo's parents to drive to Traverse City to pick her up. What unnerved even this world traveler, however, was the spectacle 

of Waldo's entire family - and all the neighbors - waiting on the porch in Omena to meet her. Lestra Saxton's first question to the 

travel-worn young woman was, ñWhen did she and Waldo expect to get married?" Of course," said Ping, "Waldo's mother stopped 

dead still to see what I was going to answer." The answer must have been as soon as Waldo returned from oversees. Six months 

later Waldo made the long journey back to the United States and in January 1946, the couple married in Ping's hometown of Elkins, 

West Virginia.ò 

Omena a Place in Time, page 136. As a child Waldo Abbot made frequent trips to the resort for meals, because his family seldom 

prepared food at their cottage. 

Omena a Place in Time, page 153. The Second Oak Inn. Theresa and Charles Cordray had met such success as the managers of 

The Oaks hotel, on Omena Point, that in the early 1930s they decided to buy their own resort hotel. Everyone in Omena knew 

Theresa as ñSweetieò, a name befitting both her deposition and her fame as a cook. Waldo Abbot summed up what must have been 

many childrenôs view of the couple. é.One of peopleôs fondest memories was of her sticky caramel rolls that seldom had a chance 

to cool when she baked them on Thursday and Sunday mornings. 

Omena a Place in Time, page 215. Gull Island became a favorite destination, and many children staged overnight camps on the 

island, using flashlights to signal back across the water. é.. As Waldo Abbot recalled, in the early 1930s he, his sisters, and some 

other friends made a pleasure jaunt to Gull Island in September, shortly before the end of their summer stay. Planning to play a 

little poker, they returned with a dozen chairs from the house, placing them in the Carmichael's boat-house, which they all used as 

a clubhouse. They forgot to play that game of poker, and soon forgot about the chairs, too."  

The next spring, though, Waldo's father received a call to bring him immediately to the sheriff's office in Leland. When they arrived, 

Charlie Carmichael and his own father were already there. The boys had been reported as stealing the chairs from the island, they 

were told with severity, "and we're going to hang you if you're guilty." The fathers hired a lawyer from Traverse City. Waldo, 

because he was still a juvenile, soon had his charges dropped, but Charlie, who was eighteen, was not quite so lucky. The case had 

begun with a grudge against his father, when a yacht captain, recently dismissed for abusing alcohol, thought the reward would 

prove quite handy. Eventually charges against Charlie were also dismissed when it came to light that Dr. Ustick had improperly 

entered the boathouse in search of the chairs, but the young man's reputation had been tarnished. Gull Island's cottage had suffered 

already, and would soon suffer much greater indignities, and much of this mischief would unfairly be attributed to Charlie 

Carmichael. 

Boys in summer, as happy as they were with the woods and swimming, were particularly attracted to cars and motorboats - and 

spent much of their time either watching the cars and boats of others, or trying to procure such conveyances.  

Everyone had rowboats and canoes, for they were standard summer waterfront fare. It was the lucky ones, remembered Joan 

DeVore Roth, who had the motorboats. "I remember Waldo Abbot's The Damn Thing," said Joan. "He'd come around the point 

[into Ingalls Bay] and speed up and down. The Damn Thing, oh yes, it was shocking." 

Omena a Place in Time, page 221. Playing with automobiles, on the other hand, often provided an exercise in ingenuity rather than 

endurance. Getting a motor to work expanded the horizons for boys eager to leave the confines of the cottages and their families. 

"I had a friend staying with me one summer who was a genius as far as an engineer is concerned, an electrician," said Waldo Abbot. 

"The fishermen (Schram and Bauer) had an old truck out in back of their place, a 1902 International. It was rotting out there in 

back of those fishermen for twenty years. Nobody had touched it I guess. Welt maybe ten years or something. "We asked 'em and 

they said, 'Sure, you fellows can have it,ò Waldo continued. "So Vincent, myself, my friend and two or three others pushed it out - 

pushed it home here to the driveway and hooked up a Ford magneto and our friend worked on it. And my gosh, the next thing you 

knew we had the darn thing running and it would go eight or ten miles an hour. We would take trips to Suttons Bay and then 

Northport, and all the kids on the Point rode on that darned thing."  

Leelanau County Times 31 July 1947. Waldo Abbot Jr. and his wife are having a house party of August tenth with four other 

couples from Ann Arbor, Michigan.  

Leelanau County Times 7 August 1947. Waldo Abbot, Jr., and his wife were visiting Mr. Abbotôs family on the Pointe last week 

end. Dr. and Mrs. Howard Jackson left Sunday for Kalamazoo. Mrs. Jackson is the former Marie Abbot. Waldo Abbot, Sr., arrived 

from Ann Arbor Friday for a weekôs stay. 

Saline Observer, 29 January 1953. Manual of U-M Radio Shows Now Available. A teacherôs manual giving advance information 

on University of Michigan Broadcasting Service programs available for use throughout- the state is now available. According to 

Waldo Abbot, Broadcasting Service Director, teachers may obtain the manual for use in briefing their students concerning 

forthcoming programs from the university or their county school superintendents. 
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ALBERT AGOSA  and EMMA ROSELLA MANITOWASH  
 

Albert Agosa, Private, Native American*, U.S. Army, Infantry, W.W. II **  

Birth   29 May 1917 Ahgosatown, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 30 Apr 1984 (aged 66) Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan 

Burial   Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot  Back Section 
Parents John Agosa (1867-1951) and Mary Shocko (1889-1920) 

** Admission Date: Sep 1944 Discharge Date: Nov. 1944. Injured in line of duty, battle; causative agent: 

Artillery shell, fragments, a foot or unspecified. Draft Card: Scar from nose to cheek on left side of face. 

 

Married  
 

Emma Rosella Manitowash*, Native American 
Birth  31 Jan 1926 Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 3 Jan 1997 (aged 70)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, MI 
 Parents: John Manitowash (1901ï1971) and Delia Jessie Hall (1905ï1959) 
 

Emma R. Manitowash: Daughter of John and Delia 

Home Owned or Rented: Rented $5 

John Manitowash 29 Mich. farmer/Fruit Farm 

Delia (Hall) Manitowash 24 Mich. 

Emma Manitowash 4y 3m Mich. 

Joe Manitowish 1 Mich.  
Esther Cewark 30 Mich. sister 

Mable Cewark 14 Mich. Niece 

*All full blooded Native American Ottawas 
U.S. Census-1930 
 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 21275378 and 21278451 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Pvt. Albert Agosa (29 May 1917ï30 Apr 1984) and Emma Rosella Manitowash Agosa (31 Jan 

1926ï3 Jan 1997) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA ; Maintained by and Photos by 

Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). 
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Traverse City Record-Eagle 2 July 1945. Indians Have Busy Weekend. Liquor Is Involved In All Local Arrests. An 

Indian uprising took place in the City over the weekend with George J. Anewishki of Northport, Albert Agosa of 

Traverse City and Clifford John Hinman of Williamsburg being arrested for drunk and disorderly conduct by City 

police. The three offenders were placed in the County Jail and this morning Judge James Fitzpatrick assessed them 

each fines of $5.00 and costs. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 19 September 1945. Discharged From The Army. Included in the list of Michigan soldiers 

discharged from the Sheridan Separation Center between noon 11 September and 15 September according to Brigadier 

General John T. Perce, Fort Sheridan Commanding General, were Pvt. Cobby W. Burden, 1050 Washington Street, 

Pvt. Otto Macholde 431 North Cedar Street, Cpl. Paul McCutcheon, 536 West Tenth Street, T/5 Weldon H. Hannin 

of Kalkaska and Pvt. Albert Agosa of Northport. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 31 May 1955. Court News. Albert Agosa of Northport was ordered to pay $15 and $11 

costs of serve five days on a State Police charge of being drunk and disorderly. 
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ANTHONY ALBERT AGOSA  
 

Anthony Albert Agosa, Native American 

Birth  28 Apr 1975 Tawas City, Iosco County, Michigan 

Death 1 Jan 2014 (aged 38) Peshawbestown, Leelanau County, MI 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Wayne Allen Agosa (1947-   ) and Shalda Marie Pinder Pettit (1950-   ) 
 

Find A Grave, Memorial No. 123172322 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 

2019), memorial page for Anthony Albert Agosa (28 Apr 1975ï1 Jan 2014) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, 

Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Renee Schneider (contributor 47824576). 

 

Anthony Albert Agosa, Peshawbestown. Anthony Albert Agosa, 38, of Peshawbestown, passed away unexpectedly 

on Jan. 1, 2014 at his home. Tony was born on April 28, 1975 in Tawas, the son of Wayne Allen Agosa and Shalda 

(Pinder) Pettit. Tony loved to fish and hunt and spending time alone in peacefulness. He loved his children dearly as 

they were his greatest accomplishment in his life. Tony worked at Kal Excavating and loved to build as long as it was 

outside work. Tony was known for his joking personality and his huge smile. He was loved and will be greatly missed 

by his family and friends. Tony is survived by his father, Wayne (Linda) Agosa; mother, Shalda (William) Pettit; four 

children, Autumn Gray Sky Agosa, Skylar Rain Agosa, Anthony Jake Agosa, Jordan Marie Rahl; siblings, Ronald 

(Ruthann) Agosa, Michael (Kristi) Agosa, Marcus Agosa, Angela Agosa; and many nieces and nephews with whom 

he loved to spend time with. Visitation was held on Sunday, Jan. 5, 2014 from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Martinson Funeral 

Home of Suttons Bay. The funeral service was held on Monday, Jan. 6, 2014 at 1 p.m. at Northport Indian Mission 

Church. Burial was held in the spring at Omena Hillcrest Cemetery. The Reverend Tom John will officiate.  

Source: www.martinson.info. 
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DONALD PATRICK AGOSA  and MARIE H. 

CHRISTOPHER 

 
Donald Patrick Agosa, Native American, U.S. Navy, WW II 
Birth  17 Mar 1908 Omena Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 7 Feb 1988 (aged 79) Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Paul Agosa (1876-1954) and Marian Fisher (1875- 1952) 
 

Married  6 Nov 1948 Saint Louis, Saint Louis County, Missouri 
 

Marie H. Christopher Kuhlman 
Born  19 Mar 1901 Saint Louis, Saint Louis County, Missouri  

Death 19 Sept 1970 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  

Parents Ernest Kuhlman (1874-   ) and Emma Holtzen (1885-    ) 

 

Marie H. Agosa, Traverse City Record-Eagle. 21 

September 1970. Long Time Resident of Northport 

Dies. Mrs. Donald Agosa, 69 of Northport, died 

Saturday evening at Leelanau Memorial Hospital, 

Northport, after five days of illness. A funeral mass 

will be performing at 10 AM Friday at Saint 

Margaretôs Church, St. Louis, Missouri, with 

burial in Calvary Cemetery there. The rosary will 

be recited at 8 oôclock this evening at Ray 

Martinson Funeral Home, Suttons Bay. A resident 

of Northport for 25 years, Mrs. Agosa owned and 

operated a beauty parlor there for 20 years retiring 

in 1965. The former Marie H. Christopher, she was 

born March 19, 1901 at St. Louis Missouri and was 

a member of Saint Margaretôs Church there and 

Saint Gertrudeôs Church, Northport. In 1945 at St. 

Louis she was married to Mr. Agosa who survives. 

Also surviving are: her sister, Mrs. Angeline 

Gendron of St. Louis Missouri; two brothers, 

George Christopher of Northport and Vincent 

Christopher of St. Louis, Missouri and several 

nieces and nephews.  

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 63557912, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), memorial page for 

Donald Patrick Agosa (17 Mar 1908ï7 Feb 1988), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). Photos by Honoring our Ancestors and Tresho. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

Leelanau County Times 11 November 1948. Northport. The marriage of Miss Marie H. Kuhlman of St. Louis, to Don 

Agosa, Northport business man, was solemnized Saturday, November 6 at the Church of St. Margaret of Scotland, in 

St. Louis They are now on a honeymoon trip through the Ozarks and upon their return will reside at the Agosa home 

west of Northport. The bride has been operator of a beauty parlor in St Louis. She and her sister were guests in the 
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Agosa home last summer. The groom is son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Agosa. He attended Northport high school and 

during the war served three years in the Navy. He is proprietor of Don's Paint Store here. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 22 May 1953. Munson Hospital. Admissions: Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 8 June 1953. Munson Hospital. Dismissals: Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 16 September 1960. Leelanau Credit Union Elects. Lake Leelanau. Marion Yoder, 

Suttons Bay Attorney, has been elected president of the Leelanau County Catholic Credit Union which was recently 

organized here. Other officers are John Laskey of Cedar, vice-president; John Korson of Lake Leelanau clerk; Anne 

Korson of Lake Leelanau treasurer; and Don Agosa Northport, Don Taghon of Empire, Donald Plamondon of Lake 

Leelanau and Leonard Armstrong of Maple City, directors. The credit committee, which approves all loans and meets 

as often as necessary, is composed of William Bunek of Lake Leelanau, and Norman Hope of Lake Leelanau. Mary 

Louise Belanger of Lake Leelanau, Glen Lawson of Maple City, and Theresa Rosinski of Cedar compose the 

supervisory committee which will audit the books every three months. The credit union office is presently located at 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Korson in Lake Leelanau. Office hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays, and from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturdays. The telephone is CL 6-5481 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 27 January, 1962. L.L. Credit Union Annual Meeting. Lake Leelanau. A three percent 

dividend was paid to shareholders for 1961, it was announced at a recent meeting of the Leelanau Catholic Credit 

Union at St. Maryôs auditorium. Total assets are now $23,317 of which $17,063 was loaned out to members. Reelected 

to the board of directors for three-year terms were John Korson and Joseph Pleva of Lake Leelanau, and Leonard 

Armstrong of Maple City. Other directors are John Laskey of Cedar, John Agosa of Northport, and Don Plamondon, 

David Couturier, Daniel Belanger, and John Korson, all of Lake Leelanau. John Laskey was re-elected as president; 

Leonard Armstrong, vice-president; and John Korson, secretary. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 23 January 1964. Lake Leelanau. A 3 ½ percent dividend was paid to the shareholders 

of the Leelanau Catholic Credit Union, it was reported by John Laskey of Cedar, president of the group at its annual 

meeting held Sunday afternoon at St. Maryôs school. A 5 percent interest refund was made to borrowers. Norman 

Hope, reporting for the credit committee, said that 73 loans were granted during the year. Mrs. John Korson, treasurer, 

reported total assets of $59, 806.71. Directors, whose terms had expired and who were re-elected were Don Agosa of 

Northport and Don Belanger and Mrs. Korson, both of Lake Leelanau. Mrs. Gerald Fifarek of Traverse City resigned 

from the advisory committee and was replaced by Mrs. Richard Popp of Suttons Bay, will complete the unexpired 

term of Glendon Lawson of Maple City, who has also let the field of membership. Norman Hope was re-elected to 

the credit committee. Lawrence Weber of Traverse City, chairman of the Paul Bunyan Chapter of Credit Unions, was 

the guest speaker. Door prizes of $5.00 cash were awarded to Mrs. Lawrence Cauthier, Mrs. Emory LaBonte and Miss 

Sandra Pleva. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 3 February 1965. Leelanau Credit Union Elects. John Laskey of Cedar, present of the 

Leelanau Catholic Credit Union, announced a dividend of three and one-half percent and an interest rebate of six 

percent at the annual meeting of the organization held recently at St. Maryôs School. The treasurer, Mrs. John Korson 

reported assets of $82,279.46 indicating a large growth during 1964. In addition Mrs. Korson also reported for the 

board of directors; Norman Hope for the credit committee; and Mrs. Leonard McNeil for the supervisory committee. 

In election of officers, Urban Dorsey of Lake Leelanau replaces Leonard Armstrong of Maple City, who has served 

as a member since the organization was formed. Emil Bunek of Lake Leelanau was re-elected to the credit committee 

and Mrs. Noah Plamondon will serve on the supervisory committee, replacing Mrs. McNeil. The board of directors 

now consists of Mr. Laskey, president; Joseph Pleva, vice-president; Mrs. Jon Korson, treasurer; john Korson, 

secretary; and Don Plamondon, David Couturier, Daniel Belanger, Urban Bussey and Donald Agosa, board members. 

More than 100 persons attended. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 5 May 1965. Munson Hospital. Admissions: Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 10 December 1965. Osteopathic Hospital. Admissions: Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 22 January 1967. Leelanau Credit Union Meets. Lake Leelanau. More than 100 people 

attended the Leelanau Catholic Credit Unionôs annual meeting, held recently at the St. Maryôs school cafeteria. 

President John Laskey of Cedar was in charge of the meeting. Members voted to pass amendments to the by-laws 

which now allows officers under certain limitations to borrow from their own credit unions. Daniel Belanger and Mrs. 

John Korson, both of Lake Leelanau, and Donald Agosa of Northport were re-elected to the supervisory committee 

and Norman Hope of Lake Leelanau to the credit committee. A treasureôs report was made by Mrs. Korson. William 

Bonek of Suttons Bay reported on the work of the credit committee, and Mrs. Noah R. Plamondon discussed the work 
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of the credit union supervisors. Information was given regarding life insurance provided to members on their savings 

in the credit union. Lawrence Weber, manager of the East Traverse Catholic Federal Credit Union and chairman of 

the Paul Union and chairman of the Paul Bunyan Chapter of credit unions, presented a talk on the many benefits of 

the credit union to its members. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 18 January 1968. Osteopathic Hospital. Admissions: Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport. 

Traverse City Rcord Eagle 31 January 1968. Osteopathic Hospital Dismissals. Mrs. Donald Agosa, Northport. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 12 February 1970. Leelanau Catholic Credit Union Elects. A four percent dividend and 

a ten percent interest refund for 1969 were announced by John Laskey of Cedar, chairman of the Leelanau Catholic 

Credit Union, at its annual meeting at St. Maryôs School cafeteria. Laskey also reported on activities of the board of 

directors and described insurance programs now available to members. Mrs. Ann Korson, treasurer, stated that assets 

now total $199, 427.49. She said that the Credit Union began less than 10 years ago with 33 members and $575. There 

are now 407 members. Mrs. Lucille Flohe of Lake Leelanau gave the supervisory committee report and William Bonek 

of Suttons Bay gave the credit committee report. Wallen Belanger of Lake Leelanau, Donald Agosa of Northport, and 

Mrs. Ann Korson of Lake Leelanau were re-elected as directors. Norman Hope of Lake Leelanau was reelected to the 

credit committee and Mrs. Doris Walter of Suttons Bay was re-elected to the supervisory committee. 
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ROBERT D. AGOSA and SUSAN OUNER 
 

Robert D. Agosa-Native American 
Birth  1862 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 29 Nov1945 (aged 69ï70) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents David Ahgosa (1832-1908) and Mary Waukazoo (1836-1904) 

 

Married  1 Sept 1902 Charlevoix, Charlevoix County, Michigan 

 

Susan Ouner 
Birth  30 Mar1872 Charlevoix, Charlevoix County, Michigan 

Death  28 June 1964 South Arm Township, Charlevoix County, MI 

Burial  Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, MI  
Parents Samuel Ouner (c. 1846-??) and Mary Ouner (c. 1855-??) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 17266593 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), memorial page for 

Robert Agosa (1875ï1945), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Tom 

Ghering (contributor 46787966) and Find a Grave Memorial No. 144448167 memorial page for Susan Ahgosa (1872ï

28 Jun 1964) accessed 25 June 2021) citing Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained by Jack Franke (contributor 46877368). 

 

Robert D. Agosa. The Leelanau Enterprise 06-Dec. 1945. Robert Agosa of Northport [Leelanau County], an aged 

Indian of around 80 years of age, passed away at this home south of the village on November 29 1945. He was a son 

of Albert Agosa, who again was the son of the old Chief Agosa of Omena. He had lived his entire life at or near Omena 

and, at the time of his death, was living by himself. Funeral services were held at the Omena Cemetery with The 

Reverend Cermak conducting. 

 

Susan Ahgosa. Traverse City Record-Eagle 30 June 1964. Susan Ahgosa, 92, of Charlevoix, widow of an Ottawa 

Indian Chief and former prominent Traverse City resident, died Sunday at Charlevoix after an extended illness. She 

was the widow of Chief Robert Agosa and for many years was prominent in the community and Methodist Church 

affairs in Traverse City before moving to Charlevoix about 24 years ago. She was born March 30, 1872 in Hayes 

Township, Charlevoix County, the daughter of Samuel and June [Mary?]  Ouner, and with her husband operated a 

tailor and cleaning shop for many years in Traverse City. Mr. died in 1926. Survivors include a niece, Mrs. Ronald 

blinks OK I Williamsburg, and a nephew in Charlevoix. Funeral services or to be held at 1 PM today at Winchester 

Funeral Home, Charlevoix, The Reverend George Majors office sharing with graveside service is at 3 PM today at 

Oakwood Cemetery in Traverse City, The Reverend Fred McNeil of Asbury Methodist Church officiating. 
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Newspaper Snippets 
 

Haskell Institute Laurence Kansas. Education: 1890-94 Å Robert Agosa chose to attend the Haskell Institute, beginning 

in September 1990. He finished in 1894, but had been overseeing the tailor shop in the school, which was an unusual 

responsibility for a student at the time. He remained in this role longer. 

Haskell Institute, Helping Hand p. 140 1895. Robert D. Agosa describes his training and now teaching-training at 

Haskell Institute. ñAside from farming, gardening, and care of stock, a variety of other industries are carried on. For 

the present fiscal year there have been made eighty wagons, which are substantially like the standard Studebaker 

wagons. There is also a tailor shop, in which all the clothing for the boys is made. On the day of my visit there were 

at work three Indian girls and fourteen Indian boys, all under the supervision of Robert D. Agosa, an Indian from 

Northport, Michigan, who entered the school as a pupil September 17, 1890, and who for nearly two years has had 

charge of the shop. He knew nothing of the business until he commenced to learn it at Haskell. He informed me with 

considerable pride that last year the shop turned out twelve hundred pairs of pants, coats, and vests. There is a shoe 

shop in which last year were made fifteen hundred pairs, while two thousand were repaired. In the sewing-room three 

thousand garments of various kinds were made. There were ten girls at work by hand and at the sewing machines on 

the day of my visit. The quality of the work done in the harness shop is excellent. It is all done by hand and it would 

be difficult to surpass it in a city shop. They made during the last fiscal year about two hundred set of different styles, 

some being fine driving harness, while others were heavy but finely finished farm harness. All of the repairing of 

wood work about the institution is done by Indian boys under the direction of the carpenter. During the last year, in 

addition to the repairs, which in such a large institution must necessarily be extensive, there has been built a band 

stand, a wagon house, and two barns, bedsides fitting up an abandoned ice-house into a two tenement house. 

Hoyeôs City Directory of Lawrence Kansas 1896. Robert D. Agosa, Occupation-Tailor, Haskell Institute. (Robert and 

Susan both attended the Haskell Institute for Native Americans. Susan was a milliner).  

Robert Agosa 1896-1897. Working in Indian School (Government) Pierre, Hughes, South Dakota. He was a tailor in 

this school. 

Detroit Free Press, Detroit Michigan, 22 March 1908. Chippewa and Ottawa Indians, Dreaming of Gold, Refuse to 

Work Until Government Claim is Satisfied. Representative McLaughlin Sends Back Glad News That Congress Will 

Grant Grand Traverse Red Menôs Demands. Old Chiefs Tell of Threats of Violence Made at Washington to Secure 

Their Signatures to Treaty Made in 1836. Traverse City, Michigan, March 21.  

For 20 years the Indians of northern Michigan have been dreaming of an immense amount of government gold that 

was coming to them because of a treaty made years ago. Time after time, certain of their people have told them that 

the money would be paid ñthis year sureñ, and each time the Indian has dropped whatever occupation he was engaged 

in, gone home, and together with his family, has made plans to spend his fortune when it arrived. There was always 

an awakening and hunger was generally the alarm clock that set them off to the common task of chopping wood and 

digging in the ground or wrestling freight on the steamboats while their wives made baskets to sell to the summer 

tourists. But with all of the disappointments, they are wise and Chippewas have remained sanguine, so that when this 

winter the old story went out that the government was about to make a long-deferred settlement, the Indians came 

home in droves, and since then they have rested in their huts smoking much cheap tobacco and making extravagant 

plans for spending the wealth of surly was to come. Now it appears the faith was founded on something more 

substantial than the songs of the forest birds, as a telegram received a short time ago from Congressman McLaughlin, 

of the Ninth District stated the claim had been allowed. It is believed that the sum involved is $131,188.94, and the 

number of Ottawa is Chippewas and Michigan is estimated at about 5000. The money involved is the outcome of a 

treaty made with the Indians on March 28, 1836. This treaty was made by the United States government with the 

Ottawa and Chippewa tribes of Michigan through their representatives and delegates.  

Old Indians Strange Stories. Many of the elder Indians remember the stories told by their chiefs upon their return from 

Washington, the chiefs declaring that they had not signed the treaty until they had been forced to do so in order that 

they might be permitted to return to their families, who are suffering in their absence. Many and exciting were the 

stories told by these chiefs concerning their experiences in Washington and wild and improbable as they were, their 

people believe them implicitly and still relate to them when talking of the treaty. The chiefs averred that they had not 

been willing to sign away their hunting rights even for a consideration and wish to retain lands bounded as follows: 

from the Boardman River south to Grand River, thence to Muskegon, and then north to Elk Rapids. The chiefs told 

their people that they were threatened with exile unless they signed this treaty, and they, their families and their tribes 
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would be sent west of the Mississippi River, and when these threats did not move them, the chiefs declared that they 

were told that their thumbs will be tied to oxen, their right thumb to one ox and their left to another, and the oxen 

would be driven in opposite directions.  

Sign the Treaty. This threat, and others of a like nature, moved even the stoical Indians, so they affixed their signatures, 

the treaty stipulating that the Indians could reserve ñone tract of land, 50,000 acres, on Grand Traverse Bay; one tract, 

20,000 acres, on the north shore of Grand Traverse Bay; one track, 70,000 acres, north of the Pere Marquette River; 

1000 acres to be located by Chief Chirgasanoo or Big Sail on the Cheboygan; one tract, 1000 acres to be located by 

Mujkeewis, on Thunder Bayò. This treaty was signed March 28, 1836, and three days later, it is alleged, several clauses 

were inserted, limiting the period of the Indians holding the reservation longer than five years from the date of the 

ratification of the treaty, unless the United States would grant them a longer period. The Indians alleged that these 

clauses were inserted without their knowledge, their belief being that the reservations were given them indefinitely. 

In 1855, President Pierce sent word to the Indians that they must give up hunting and go to farming or else be 

transferred west of the Mississippi. Chief Ahgosa, grandfather of Robert Ahgosa, an Indian tailor of this city, and one 

of the best educated and highly regarded Indians in the state, and in company with other chiefs went to Washington 

to see what could be done for their people. A meeting with representatives of the government was arranged to take 

place in Detroit, the Indians, through ignorance and alleged misrepresentation of the treaty, signing away all the rights 

granted them by the treaty of 1836. The Indians averred that they did not understand the terms of this treaty and when 

they signed it they were under the impression that, instead of giving up their rights, they were further protecting them. 

They were under the impression that they were to have a tract of land where Peshabatown is now located, one at 

Menomineesville, about five miles from Northport on the shores of Lake Michigan, and a tract at Omena. They were 

told, they say, to each take 80 acres and clear the land and go to farming. Their sons were to take 40 acres each and 

do likewise. If there were any white people located on the land, they were to remain undisturbed, but no whites were 

to be allowed to locate on these lands after the ratification of the treaty. That was the Indian idea of the treaty, and a 

glance at the phraseology shows the radical difference between what they thought they signed and what they actually 

signed. ñSix months after thatò, ñsend Robert Ahgosa, ñwhite people took possession of our reservation and have 

remained on it ever since. ñOn March 3, 1905, Congress passed legislation enabling representatives from the Indians 

to go into the court of claims and establish their interest in the property is held by the government in trust which is the 

sum that had been held tantalizingly before their eyes for the last 20 years and causing the Indians to be idle when he 

should be working.  

Build Air Castles. Feeling that with a lot of money coming from the government, work was unnecessary, their farm 

grew the weeds and grasses and while their white neighbors were industriously laying up store for the winter, the 

Indians were lying in the sun building air castles with this money for the foundation. In the winter they suffered, 

silently hoping for better luck next time. This winter has been no exception to the previous ones. Encouraged by the 

report sent out from Washington by their attorney, Chester Howe, and some of their own people, almost every Indian 

in this region had jumped his job and come to his cabin or his village. The money from ñMr. Governmentò is the one 

topic of their conversation, and ñwhen the money comes we wonôt do a stroke of work until it is all spentò, they say 

to one another. Even if the money is actually paid, there wonôt be a fortune in it for any one of them, and it will be 

many long months before the claim is finally adjusted. 

Christian Workers Magazine (Moody Bible Institute) Feb 1916. Mentions Robert Agosa having given a presentation 

the year before (1915). D. L Moodyôs World-Wide Influence. (The Moody Bible Institute always observes Founderôs 

Day (February 5). Last year one feature was a social supper, after which students from different parts of the world 

were called upon, impromptu, to speak of D. L. Moodyôs influence on their lives. The following are some of their 

testimonies. Editor.) 

Chippewa Indian. Speaker, Robert D. Agosa. òSome years ago, a word came in our county that there was a giant 

somewhere in the United States and that with his long arms he could reach many thousands of people. My grandmother 

used to tell us about the giants. But the way she told it, it seemed a dreadful thing to have them around. I was told that 

there was a great preacher named Mr. Moody, who was like a giant and with his powerful lips in preaching the Word 

of God he could bring many thousands of people into the hands of our Savior, Jesus Christ. In one of my travels out 

west, going to Grand Junction, Colorado, an agent came to me with an armful of books, and I noticed one of the books 

the name D. l. Moody. This brought to my mind once more this giant, so I bought the book and have been reading it 

through and through. This book contains his life, and his sermons, and it is the book that I cannot get along without, 

and it brought me to the Institute. The Mexican people in general are ignorant as to who Mr. Moody was, and yet they 

heartily say to the young theological students. óBe a moody, a Spurgeon, or a Wesley,ô for these three servants of God 

loved by the people though unknown to their minds. In our class in homiletics in Mexico, the most lively student or 
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the one who succeeded in bringing the message as our teacher wanted it, was called for the next few days a Moody or 

a Spurgeon. This showed no disrespect, but indicated that to Theological students in Mexico, Mr. Moody and Mr. 

Spurgeon are the symbols of Active, consecrated and efficient servants of the lord. However, the necessity is felt, as 

far as I can understand, of more of the works of Mr. Moody, and a short biographical sketch of his life, translated into 

Spanish. This, if I am not mistaken would be a great blessing to the native pastors and preachers, in the methods of 

Bible exposition; to the people, in giving for their reading and meditation the works that have been a blessing to those 

who can read the English language; and t Theological students in giving them the fire and consecration or the great 

man who founded our beloved Moody Bible Institute. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 26 February 1923. Ill At Home. Robert Agosa of 211 1-2 East Front Street is confined 

to his home by illness. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 12 April 1923. Indians Talk. The Womanôs Club held its fort-nightly council meeting on 

Tuesday at the Ladies Library Building with a large number of members in attendance. After the potluck luncheon, 

Miss Edna Shane, Red Cross County Nurse, gave a report on her work, telling of the various fields in which she works. 

In conjunction with Mrs. Russell, City Nurse, the school children attending the public schools in the city are 

systematically examined for physical defects. She also goes into the country, and told of the great need of a County 

Nurse in the outlying districts. Miss Shane said that in the immediate future a baby welfare center would be established 

by the local Red Cross and asked the members of the Womenôs Club to cooperate in this work. Mrs. A.W. Parmalee, 

chairman of Americanization Department, then introduced Mr. Robert Aghosa who addressed the ladies on the ñNeeds 

of the Indiansò. He first gave a sketch of his early life in this region, then telling of his opportunity to attend school of 

which he availed himself and went to Kansas where he gained an education and also learned a trade. Mr. Agosa said 

there were about 30 Indians living in Traverse City and that they belong to the Ottawa, Ojibway and Pottawattamie 

tribes. These Indians are in dire need of a hall or some sort of a place where they could congregate, making a sort of 

club room for them and where the white people might go and sometimes entertain them. Mrs. Agosa also spoke, and 

she emphasized the need of such a meeting place for the Indians where they might have wholesome recreation, 

especially the older ones. She said often in families, where the children have attended the public school, and could 

talk fluently with the white people, the parents were unable to exercise much parental discipline. If the older Indians 

could be given some kind of schooling and women helped to improve themselves along the lines of domestic science, 

what a blessing it would be to them. Mrs. Alice Maro of Leland, a member of the Womenôs Club, spoke of a club 

somewhat of the nature of which Mr. and Mrs. Agosa had suggested. This club which Mrs. Maro is familiar with, is 

connected with Hull House, Chicago, and is called ñThe Friendly Clubò. As a result of the interesting talks by Mr. and 

Mrs. Agosa, the club voted to turn matters of Indian welfare work over to the Americanization Committee under 

leadership of Miss Mrs. L Parmalee, for them to carry out some of the suggested plans. The following ladies were in 

charge of the luncheon arrangements: Mesdames A.W. Peck, E. Whitney, G. Springstein, T.W. Thirlby and B.G. Bain. 

Suttons Bay Courier 30 July 1925. O K S H-A H S / O K E Z H I K (Greensky) Indian Camp Meeting. Grand Traverse 

District Methodist Episcopal Church. 32nd Annual Camp August 20th to 30th, 1925. Our most ideal, wooded Camp 

Ground, is located about a mile south of Northport, near Grand Traverse Bay. Spacious grounds for tenting. Good 

water. Large tabernacle. M. & N. E. Railroad trains stop at the grounds. This year we charge no gate fee. Believing 

that the blessing that comes with free-will giving for the support of the preaching of the Gospel will be appreciated by 

all, we are trusting to free-will offerings for support of this Camp. Store and lunch stand on the ground. Store will be 

closed on Sundays, but lunches and dinners served. 

 Officers: Bishop Thomas Nicholson, LL. D., Detroit, Mich. The Reverend F. L. Blewfield, Dist. Supt., Traverse 

City, Mich. The Reverend L. H. Wheeler, Pastor, Northport, Mich. The Reverend J. C. Matthews, Pastor, Elk Rapids, 

Mich. The Reverend H. R. E. Quant, Pastor, Charlevoix, Mich. The Reverend Miss Olive Knapp, Pastor, Brethren, 

Mich. The Reverend Wm. Petoskey, Charlevoix, Mich. Mrs. Ed. Hall, Communion Steward, Northport, Mich. 

Trustees : Mrs. Robert Agosa, Chairman, Traverse City, Mich. George Peters, Secretary, Northport, Mich. George 

Fisher, Treasurer, Northport, Mich. John Redbird, Northport, Mich. Jake Pabo, Northport, Mich. 

 Committees: Grounds and Roads: Geo. Peters, Ed. Hall, James Shawandace, Oscar Williams, Northport; Program: 

The Reverend F. L. Bluefield, The Reverend L. H. Wheeler, Mrs. Robert Agosa, The Reverend Samson Nada. Music: 

George Greensky, Bay Shore; Simon Peter, Charlevoix; John Cobb, Northport. Business: The Reverend L. H. 

Wheeler, Chairman; Jake Pabo, Northport; Peter White, Kewadin; Isaiah Wasaquam, Bay Shore. Treasurer of 

Campground Association: The Reverend L. H. Wheeler, Northport. 

Suttons Bay Courier 25 August 1949. State of Michigan. The Probate Court for the County of Leelanau. At a session 

of said Court, held at the Probate Office, in the Village of Leland, in said County, on the 3rd day of August, 1949. 
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Present, Hon. Fred A. Dechow, Judge of Probate. In the Matter of the Estate of Robert Agosa, (Ahgosa), Deceased. 

Verlin Steele, Administrator, having filed in said Court his petition, praying for license to sell the interest of said estate 

in certain real estate therein described. It Is Ordered, That the 6th day of September, A. D. 1949, at two o'clock in the 

afternoon, at said Probate Office, be and is hereby appointed for hearing said petition, and that all persons interested 

in said estate appear before said Court, at said time and place, to show cause why a license to sell the interest of said 

estate in said real estate should not be granted ; It Is Further Ordered, That public notice thereof be given by publication 

of a copy of this order, for three successive weeks, previous to said day of hearing, in the Suttons Bay Courier a 

newspaper printed and circulated in said County. Fred A. Dechow, Judge of Probate. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 2 September 1952. Central Methodist Cornerstone Opened. After being enclosed in the 

corner stone of the Central Methodist Church for 40 years, a box containing many articles enclosed when it was put 

in place on August 23, 1912, was opened Saturday. Repair and maintenance work on the Church made it necessary to 

remove the corner stone, so the box was removed and opened. Included in the many items disclosed was a Holy Bible, 

a copy of the Church Discipline, an American Flag, a copy of the Epworth  League Program, the Epworth Herald, The 

Christian Advocate, copies of the Traverse City Record-Eagle, the Grand Traverse Herald, the Methodist Hymnal, the 

Womenôs Missionary Friend, a picture of the original church in the 400 block on Washington Street, a picture of The 

Reverend Wilber W. McKee, the church pastor, a picture of Gladys Hendrick, daughter of the district superintendent, 

minutes of the Seventy sixth Conference held in Kalamazoo in 1911, many other church publications and the Sunday 

School and Church rosters. The Church Bad then consisted of William Kellogg, H.B. Hull, A.J. Maynard, George W. 

Lardie, C. S. Vader, W.H. Herbert, and George Downs, Stewards were Roland Douglas, D.F. Wilson, L. Roscoe, Dr. 

G.A. Holliday, Dr. E.B. Minor, Edwin Wells, I.D. Hobbs, Homer Howard, J.W. Jackson, J.H. Phillips, C.A. Switzer, 

C.D. Kelly, Robert Downs, Charles Dye, B.F. Sayre, C.C. Manns, Alex Robertson, G.A. Johnson and E.F. Allen. 

Local preachers were listed as: L. Whittemore and Robert Agosa. G.A. Curtis was head of the Brotherhood. Mrs. J.W. 

Jackson was president of the Ladies Aid Society and Mrs. Leo Downs was vice-president. L. Roscoe was Sunday 

school superintendent, Miss Luna Paris was secretary, and C.B. Dye was treasurer. Sunday School teachers included 

the Misses Bessie Cook, Lucile Holliday, Calista Dunbar, Etta Minor, Annette Lardie, Lois Carns, Clarabell Murchie, 

Gertrude Grant, Idah Campbell, Mrs. McFarren, Mrs. L. Turnbull, Mrs. D.F Wilson, Prof. G.H. Curtis, C.E. Knowlton, 

Jesse Kilpatrick and Mrs. E. Griffen. These mementoes will be placed in the box along with current data, and resealed 

when the cornerstone is re-laid. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 25 March 1956. The Observer. This is a tribute to a grand lady, Mrs. Robert Ahgosa. 

Next Friday is Mrs. Ahgosaôs birthday. We donôt know which one but she has had a lot of them. Mrs. Ahgosaôs is the 

widow of Robert Ahgosa, and a finer man never lived. Robert was an Indian school graduate, a minister and a skillful 

tailor. He used to have his tailor shop and living quarters upstairs in the 200 block on East Front Street., and we have 

spent many a pleasant hour with them, listening to their stories of Indian lore and pioneer. Mr. and Mrs. Ahgosa were 

people of great integrity, of great Christian faith and great kindliness. They also liked to laugh and were great 

companions and great friends. Mrs. Ahgosa has lost her eyesight and is living at 220 Mason Street, Charlevoix, but 

her heart is still with her Traverse City friends. It would be nice if many of her old acquaintances here would drop her 

a birthday note. Mrs. Ahgosa and her husband were proud of their race and worked incessantly to help the Indians of 

the region. Their home was headquarters for visiting Indian families and they always stood ready to be of assistance 

to any one of them when help was needed. They both were sorely disappointed when the Methodist Church decided 

to abandon the Indian Camp Meetings at Northport and we visited with them many times about having similar 

meetings in Traverse City, but they never received the support necessary from the church. Mr. Ahgosa died a number 

of years ago and since then Mrs. Ahgosa has made frequent visits to old friends here, but in recent years her failing 

eyesight has confined to her Charlevoix home. There never were finer people than Mr. and Mrs. Ahgosa in any race. 

Wouldnôt it be nice to drop her a birthday letter? Itôs Friday of this week.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 20 October 1967. Editor Record-Eagle: Many people who have recently moved to the 

Traverse City area have asked us why the neighborhood in and adjacent to the City between US 31 North and East 

Bay is known as Ahgosa. Robert Ahgosa was a direct descendant of Chief Ahgosa, chief of the Indians of this area. 

Both Robert and his wife Susan were graduates of Carlisle Institute for Indiana, and both were highly skilled custom 

tailors who conducted their business in Traverse City for many years. They were very intelligent and most interesting 

people who were dedicated to the betterment of all the Indians of this region. For years after Robert Ahgosa died his 

wife Susan carried on the menôs tailor business on Front Street above Millikenôs. In her later years she moved to her 

girlhood home near Charlevoix where we often visited her. She died in her nineties a few years ago, and both she is 

buried here in Oakwood Cemetery. The area along East Bay beginning at the foot of East Eighth Street and extending 

just beyond the City limits has always been officially designated on the plats as ñAhgosaò in memory of the Ahgosas. 
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We have lived in Ahgosa for 24 years. The late Jay Smith of the Record-Eagle was a close friend of Mr. and Mrs. 

Ahgosa and often mentioned in his much- loved column, ñThe Observer.ò I think there must be many new residents 

in and around Traverse City who might be interested in knowing why this little oasis of beauty at the edge of the City 

is known as ñAhgosaò. Sincerely, Mrs. Helen Morgan, 623 Ahgosa Trail 

Old Indian Treaties Are Shown Here. (Source and Date?) Historic Pacts Cover Leelanau Indian Lands. Photostatic 

copies of two important treaties of 1836 and 1855, between the Indians of Leelanau County and the United States of 

America, have been received by Paul C. Mork, chairman of the committee now making plans for the centennial 

celebration at Peshawbestown during the coming summer. The treaties, which embrace lands from Grand River to the 

Cheboygan (Cheboigan) and also the Upper Peninsula, purport to cover the rights of all Ottawa and Chippewa 

tribesmen in the area. They were obtained from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by the aide of Congressman Albert 

Engel. The first is a general treaty, adopted March 28, 1936. It mentions the land rights ceded to the government by 

the tribesmen in return for certain cash settlements and the continued support by the government of certain educational 

facilities such as schools, blacksmith shops, farm instruction, etc., and also the aid given to missionary movements 

within the territory. The treaty was signed for the government by Henry Schoolcraft, Indian agent; John Hulburt, 

secretary of state; and for the Indians of this region by Aish-quay-go-nabee, Akosa and Oshaw-wun-epanay-see, all 

chiefs. By the treaty of 1855, signed at Northport July 5, 1856, and proclaimed in September of the same year, earlier 

treaty provisions were cancelled and in consideration of certain payments and rights offered by the government, the 

reservation in Leelanau County was dissolved. Each family and each single man was given the right to claim certain 

lands and each person, including half-breeds was given outright grants in money, some continuing over several years. 

The Indians signing these treaties, from the Grand Traverse group, were: Chiefs Aish-qiay-go-nay-be, Ah-koss, Kay-

quay-to-nay, O-naw-maw-nince and Shaw-bwaw-sung; and headmen Louis Mick-saw-bay, Mick-saw-bay and Me-

naw-quot. Spelling given here are as they appear on the treaties themselves, and in each case the signatory made his 

mark which was properly witnessed. Mr. Mork plans to preserve the treaty copies for reference here by filing with the 

register of deeds and perhaps placing the Photostats in some local library or the proposed county museum. 
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JAMES AGOSA AHKA  and LUCY PEQUONGA 
 

James Agosa Ahka, Native American 
Birth  1824 Elk Rapids, Antrim County, Michigan 

Death 14 Apr 1900 (aged 92ï93), Agosatown, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Addison Ahka (1790-1881) and Elizabeth Unduhwahbushe (Bf. 1800-1845) 

 

Married  29 Sep 1855 Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

 

Lucy Pequonga 
Birth  1838 Muskegon, Muskegon County, Michigan 

Death 29 Nov 1868 Å Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  
Parents 

 
Find a Grave Memorial No. 126414193 (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 10 November 2020), memorial page 

for James Ahka (1807ï14 Apr 1900), Find a Grave Memorial no. 126414193, citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, 

Leelanau County, Michigan, USA ; Maintained by Celeste (contributor 46927489) . 

  



 

 

Page 17 

 

ANNA NAISH-KA -ZE ALLEN  and MOSES NAISH-KA -

ZE 
 

Anna Naish Ka Ze Allen, Native American, U.S. Army*, Civil War  
Birth  1814 Michigan Territory 

Death 23 Apr 1899 (aged 84ï85) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents 

* Union Army, Private, 2nd Regiment, Michigan Cavalry, Company E (aka John Moses Allen) 

 

Married  

 

Moses Naish-Ka-Ze, Native American 
Birth  1825 Michigan Territory 

Death 1890 

Burial  
Parents Isaac Sha-waw-naw-she (Unk-1897) 
 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 126063283 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), memorial page 

for Anna Allen (1814ï23 Apr 1899), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained 

by Celeste (contributor 46927489). 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

 
Leelanau Enterprise 27 June 1895. The following is a list of cases disposed of in the circuit court last week: Moses 

Allen et al. vs. J. W. Bingham, bill to remove cloud to title. 

 
Leelanau Enterprise 13 October 1898. The following is a list of the cases that have been noticed for trial in Circuit 

Court on Monday next: Moses Allen vs. J. W. Bingham, to reform title. 
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HERSCHEL LEE ALLEN  and MARGARET J. JOYNT  

 

Herschel Lee Allen, Seaman First Class, U.S. Navy 
Birth  23 Oct 1927 Amarillo, Potter County, Texas 

Death 20 Jun 2001 (aged 73) Amarillo, Randall County, Texas  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Frank Monroe Allen (1900-1989) and Beula Mae Dodson (1903-1977) 
                                            Photo-West Texas State College 1948 

 

Married  11 Sep 1954 Cadillac, Wexford County, Michigan 

 

Margaret Jane Joynt 
Birth  7 Oct 1930 Peninsula, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Death 16 Dec 2013 (aged 83) Dayton, Perry, Ohio 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Adelbert H Joynt (1908-1977) and Praxedes M (Sadie) Brzezinski (1912-1983) 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find 

A 

Grave Memorial No. 153348897 and 153348906, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), 

memorial page for Herschel L. Allen (23 Oct 1927ï20 Jun 2001) and Margaret J. Allen (7 Oct 1930ï16 Dec 2013) 

citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors 

(contributor 46844300) Photo by J. F. Witkowski. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Amarillo Globe 23 February 1937. Six new students enrolled last week in San Jocino School, according to Mss Stella 

Adkins of the school faculty. They are: Donald Wayne Kiser, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Kiser, who moved from Las 

Cruces, N.M. to 510 Florida Street; Bobby and Claude Hale, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Hale, who moved to 3716 
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West Fourth Avenue from Bristow, Oklahoma; Herschel Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. S.M Allen, who have moved here 

from Los Angeles, to 606 Maryland Steet; Bobby Gene Rue, son of Mr and Mrs. R.S. Rue, 507 Prospect Street, who 

formerly lived in Dalhart; and Billly Colville, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Colville, of 507 Maryland Street, formerly 

of Floydadn. 

Amarillo Daily News 28 May 1940. Brick Donors. These persons have contributed one or more bricks toward the 

Panhandle-Plains Historical Society Brick Fund. San Jacinto School: Herschel Allen. 

Amarillo Daily News 25 June 1941.Summer Concert Tomorrow Night. The 50-piece Sam Huston Summer Band will 

formally open the unitôs summer concert season tomorrow night with a specially selected 12-part program. The 

program will start at 7:30 oôclock in the Sam Houston Junior High School Auditorium. Three concerts were presented 

last year in the first summer series scheduled by the band. While they were presented in San Jacinto Park, the series 

will be held in the school because of inclement weather. The band itself has shown rapid progress in the few weeks of 

summer school, Mr. S.M. Bagwell, Band Director, said, and is an unusually adept organization. Band members include 

Marlyn Kelly, flute; Jane Holt, oboe; Austin Williams, Bobby Dilday, Mary Beth Brady and Jacquelyn Wood, first 

clarinets; Naomi Ruth Gilbreath, Norma Jean Ellis, Charles Jeffress, Herschel Allen and Jim Ellidge, second clarinets. 

Amarillo Globe 17 January 1945. Tack Letters. Clarinet Lost. Dear Tack; Friday afternoon after school Jan. 5, I left 

a bass clarinet at the corner of Tyler and Seventh Street. It is a very valuable instrument and I would like to get any 

information about it. The clarinet belongs to the Sandie Ban. If anyone knows where it is. I shall appreciate their 

calling 5764 or notifying the band director at the Amarillo Senior High School. Herschel Allen. 

Amarillo Daily News 1 December 1943. Names of Ken Klub Pledges Announced. Initiation time of the Ken Klub, 

honorary scholastic society of Amarillo High School, brings up the names of 58 students who have met the 

requirements for membership: To become a Ken Klub member requires the attending of Amarillo High School for at 

least one semester, during which scholastic average of 90 or above is held, along with a good citizenship record. This 

yearôs pledges, listed alphabetically include: Herschel Allen. 

Amarillo Daily News 16 December 1944. AHS Honor Society Names 25 Pledges. Pledges for the National Honor 

Societyôs Amarillo High School chapter have been announced by Miss Louise Russell, club sponsor, with nine mid-

term graduates and 16 low seniors winning the coveted scholastic recognition. The newly-elected members, who will 

graduate either in the spring or at the end of the summer term are: Herschel Allen. 

Amarillo Globe 31 December 1943. On To Victory New Year. Globe News Family. Carriers: Hershel Allen. 

Amarillo Globe 22 February 1945. Pulse Feeler. ñWhat do you think of Byrnesô ómidnightô curfew on entertainment?ò 

Herschel Allen, High School Student: ñItôs okay to close the night clubs at midnight I guess but I think theaters should 

go on after that for people who get off work late and want a place to go or rest. 

Amarillo Globe 11 May 1945. The Curse of a Bleating Heart. The goat who was once true to Ruby Bynum, the cop, 

is fickle. The Tin-Can-Eaterôs new heartthrobs are two daily newspaper boys. Every morning at 5:20 oôclock when 

Parker Farly 203 Prospect and Herschel Allen, 807 Maryland, pick up their papers at Sixth and Georgia, Billy the 

Goat is there to meet them. From there on the delivery boys go nuts from goat-love. As though itôs not bad enough for 

the can crusher to follow them over their entire route, the goat has a way of expressing blue feelings, feelings which 

make a girl in a port sobbing over an outgoing sailor sound like a babe with happy hysterias. Yesterday morning, 

Herschel tried to ditch the hefty, brown-eyed rubbish Romeo. He (Herschel, of course) dodged slyly behind a hedge. 

The goat gazed mournfully about but he didnôt see his dream boy. Did Billy turn and slowly trudge away, weighing 

the advantages of suicide à la My Love is Lostò? No he just let out several noises which closely resembled the volume 

of Marshall Stalinós recent 30 salvo 1000 gun Victory Salute. Herschel was on the scene in a flash. And so, every 

morning as the rosy-fingered Texas sun dawns, youôll see Herschel Allen delivering his papers, happy in the 

knowledge that his customers will not ever be unduly awakened by strange animal noises. And on Herschelôs heels, 

bleating Shakespearean sonnet passages, youôll find Hershelôs greatest admirer: Billy the Goat. 

Amarillo Globe 17 May 1945. Honor Society Ritual Tonight. Thirty-four Amarillo High School students, chosen for 

qualities of scholarship, leadership, character and service will be introduced into the National Honor Society tonight. 

Initiates will be presented by Monte Craig, president of the Amarillo Chapter. Members of the society include: 

Herschel Allen.  

Amarillo Globe. 20 Jul 1945. Winding Trails. Herschel Allen, 807 Maryland, and Elden Golden, 108 North Florida, 

left today to spend the weekend in Questa, New Mexico. 

Amarillo Globe 14 August 1945. Herschel Allen in Navy Boot Training at San Diego. Herschel Allen, hospital 

apprentice second class, is now receiving boot training at San Diego, California. He was attending Amarillo High 
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School where he was a member of the Ken Klub, Student Congress, National Honor Society, Sandie Band and Hi-Y, 

when he enlisted in the Navy August 3. He will receive his diploma with the summer graduating class. Before entering 

the service, Hospital Apprentice Allen was employed as a carrier for the Globe-News. For outstanding service he was 

given a Certificate of Merit, the twenty-second to be presented since November 1929. Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

Allen, 807 Maryland, he volunteered for service in the Hospital Corps and went to Dallas, August 6. He was sent to 

San Diego August 10. 

Amarillo Globe 5 November 1945. Time Out. Charles Hall and Herschel Allen are hoe for a few days from San Diego, 

where they finished boot camp. Herschel is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Allen, 807 Maryland  

Amarillo Daily News 19 February 1946. Spends Leave At Home: Herschel Allen, Seaman First Class, is spending a 

weekôs leave with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Allen, 807 Maryland. Allen has been in the U.S. Naval Hospital, 

Oakland, California. 

Amarillo Globe 19 August 1947. School Bells Ring Out Across The Land for Amarillo Pupils. Sophomore Herschel 

Allen is heading again for West Texas State at Canyon. Herschel lives at 807 Maryland and is majoring in pre-med. 

Amarillo Daily News. 26 October 1948. Fifteen at WTSC Join Alpha Chi. Canyon, Oct. 25 (WTNS) Fifteen juniors 

were elected to Alpha Chi membership at West Texas State College this fall. Five members were promoted to senior 

membership in the national honorary scholastic fraternity. New members were installed at Cousins Hall recently were: 

Mary Alice Foster, Wayside; Lorraine Davidson and Joyce Crowley, Canyon; Jackie Wright, Hereford; Jean 

McManigal, Happy; Sue Smith McMahon, Clarendon; Lyle Green, Cedar Springs, Mich.; Charles Hall and Frances 

Townes, Amarillo; Homer Paul, Friona; Herschel Allen, Plainview; Frances Findley, Quanah; Mary E. Phillips, 

Shamrock; Charles Younger, Maple and Evelyn Ridley, Conlen. 

Amarillo Daily News 14 February 1949. Registrar Lists WT Honor Roll. Canyon, Feb. 13 (WTNS) Names of students 

who achieved the honor roll for the fall semester was released by the registrar at West Texas State College. Those 

topping the list with six Aôs are: Herschel Allen, Plainview junior; Edwin Davidson, Channing sophomore; Thelma 

Mercer Fulton, Canyon senior; Martin McMurray, Canyon freshman; Ellen Sanders, Canyon senior and Earlene 

Eustace Walton, McLean senior. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 15 September 1954. To Reside In Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Lee Allen (Margaret 

Jane Joynt) whose marriage took place in an afternoon ceremony at the First Congregational Church Cadillac Saturday 

will make their home in Chicago following a wedding trip to northern Wisconsin. The bride is the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. A.M. Joynt of Cadillac, formerly of Traverse City, and Mr. Allen is the son of Frank M. Allen of Amarillo, 

Texas. Both are social workers. Mrs. Allen is a graduate of Cadillac High School and MacMurray College for Women. 

The bridegroom graduated from West Texas State College and has done graduate work at the University of Chicago. 

Iowa City Press Citizen (Iowa City, Iowa) 16 May 1955. Couple Will Make Home in Teheran. Dr. John J. Craig 

officiated at the wedding of Miss Miriam Lois Miller and Mr. Ezatoll Negahban, Saturday afternoon in the 

Congreational Church. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Miller and the groom is the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Rogheih Negahban and the late Mr. Abdol Amir Negahban of Teheran, Iran. Ring bearer was Mark Miller, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Miller. Mr. Herschel Allen, Chicago, Illinois, was best man, and the ushers were brothers of the 

bride, Mssrs. Leslie H. Miller, Lyle W. Miller and Richard R. Miller. A wedding luncheon was held at the Ox Yoke 

Inn, Amana. Mr. and Mrs. Negahban will sail on the Ile de France in July for a three month tour of Europe before 

going to Teheran, November 1, to make their home. The bride is a graduate of Iowa City High School and a graduate 

student at the University of Chicago. Her husband, a graduate of the University of Teheran, received his M.A. in 

Archaeology from the University of Chicago in 1954. 

Amarillo Globe-Times 12 June 1957. Sponsors of Club Are Entertained. Bluebonnet Mother-In-Law Club entertained 

the sponsor, the Carrie Cunningham Mother-In-Law Club, and other guests at a recent tea in the reception room of the 

First State Bank Building. Mrs. M.D. Quaries and Mrs. I.W. Upton were hostesses for the occasion. The club president, 

Mrs. W.T. Goodson, welcomed the guests. Besides members of the sponsor club, other guests were Mesdames C.C. 

Cunningham, W.P. Reed, M.J. Sanderson, J.D. McLaughlin, T.H. Rogers and Toni Farris. Out-of-town guests were 

Mrs. Hula Story of El Reno, Oklahoma, and Mrs. Herschel Allen of Rockfort, Illinois. Canasta was played following 

the afternoon tea. 

The Daily Herald (Chicago) 12 September 1963. New Stage Agency Sees Foster Homes. Recent legislation in Illinois 

provides for a new state child care program which will be known as the State of Illinois Children and Family Service. 

Dr. Donald Brieland is the first director of the new code department. Herschel Allen of Park Forest is the director of 

the Chicago Region, 160 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, which covers the counties of Cook, Lake, DuPage, McHenry, 
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Kane, Kendall, Grundy and Will. Many more children will be served by the state agency because the law removes the 

limitation of care to veteranôs children only. Therefore, all children not under the care of another agency may be 

eligible, if they need child welfare services. It is expected that this change will mean the agency will assume 

responsibility for a growing number of homeless, dependent children who must have foster homes or specialized types 

of placements. Allen said the agency is doing everything possible to be ready for the expanding program. He says 

ñOur agency must find many additional foster homes for boys and girls of all ages. Many of these youngsters have 

reached school age by the time they are referred to the agencyò. He pointed out that a few of these children have 

emotional needs that can best be treated by placement in specialized foster homes geared to work very closely with 

the casework staff and psychiatric consultants. The specialized foster home, Allen explained, is a family home with 

space for three or four children. The foster parents are paid an on-going subsidy rate as compensation for the 

specialized type of care they are offering. In addition, regular board, medical, clothing and allowances are paid for 

each child. These foster parents attend monthly conferences with the agency staff and maintain a close working 

relationship with the supervisor of the specialized homes. Allen said there is a great need for three or four more such 

homes. Couples who feel they would like to look into the possibilities of becoming specialized foster parents are urged 

to contact the home finding unit of the agency at FI 6-2000 Ext. 644. 

Edwardsville Intelligencer (Edwardsville, Illinois) 11 January 1975. Sex Ring Involving State Wards Stopped. 

Rockford. Police have broken up what they described as a sex ring involving prostitution by four girls who, they said, 

are wards of the state. Three women and a man were seized Friday as operators of the ring. The girls used as prostitutes 

ranged in age from 14 to 18 and were wards of the Rockford Childrenôs Home, authorities said. ñThey were enticed 

into prostitution by sweet talk and drugsò, said Lt. Herald Peterson of the police. Herschel Allen, director of the home, 

said he had been aware of the investigation and that the facilityôs adult supervision policy will have to be reviewed. 

Authorities said the girls left the home at night, saying they had babysitting jobs. The girls cooperated in the 

investigation and were not charged, authorities added. The investigation started last month when a fifteen year old girl 

was picked up as a runaway in New York and told authorities how she had worked as a prostitute in Rockford, police 

said. 
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ISAAC ALLEN -BIG JOEand ANNA MEONGABY  
Isaac Allen-Big Joe, Native American, Private, U.S. Army, WW I 
Birth  24 Mar 1890 Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 28 Jan 1928 Saint Ignace, Mackinac County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents George Allen (1858-1923) and Elizabeth Manitowash (1871-1917) 

 

Married  24 Jan 1914 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

 

Anna Meongaby, Native American 
Born Jun 1896 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 18 Oct 1960 Grand Rapids Kent County Michigan 

Burial  
Parents Peter Meongaby and Sarah Agosa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 21275401 

(https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial page for Pvt. Isaac Allen (unknownï28 Jan 

1928), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau 

County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring 

our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). Photo by J. F. 

Witkowski. 
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Newspaper Snippets 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 16 February 1928. The remains of Isaac Allen were brought from near Petoskey last week for 

burial at Peshawbestown. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 9 February 1928. In the Matter of the Estate of Isaac Allen, Deceased. Rosa Shocko having filed 

in said Court her petition praying that the administration of said estate be granted to Glen S. Whitmore or to some 

ether suitable person, It is Ordered, That the 5th day of March A. D. 1928, at ten oôclock in the forenoon, at said 

Probate Office, be and is hereby appointed for examining and allowing said account; It is Further Ordered, That public 

notice thereof be given by publication of a copy of this order, for three successive weeks previous to said day of 

hearing, in the Suttons Bay Courier a newspaper printed and circulated in said county. Adelbert Lewis, Judge of 

Probate. A true copy. Adelbert Lewis, Judge of Probate. 
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JONATHAN H. ALLEN  and GEORGIA K AY KALCHIK  
 

Jonathan Hugh ñJonò Allen 
Birth  20 Aug 1961 

Death  

Burial  
 

Married  
 

Georgia Kay Kalchik  
Birth  1 May 1956 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 24 Mar 2009 (aged 52) West Bloomfield, Oakland County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Louis Ludwig Kalchik (1900-1978) and Helen Margaret Nemeskal (1914-1981) 
 

 
 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 63581335, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 07 October 2019), memorial page for 

Jonathan H. Allen (1961) and Georgia K. Kalchik Allen (1 May 1956ï24 Mar 2009), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, 

Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photo by J. F. 

Witkowski. 

 

Georgia K. Kalchik, The Traverse City Record Mar. 31, 2009. Georgia K. Kalchik, daughter of Louis and Helen 

(Nemeskal) Kalchik, spent her childhood years in Omena and attended Northport Public School. Georgia was married 

to Jonathan H. Allen, her soul mate, and they lived in West Bloomfield. Mrs. Allen was an avid gardener, and she 

loved animals and nature. She also loved riding with Jon on his motorcycle and heading "up north." In addition to her 

husband, Mrs. Allen is survived by her brothers, Victor (Shirley) Kalchik of Horseshoe Bend, Ark., Francis (Carol) 

Kalchik and Albion (Dianne) Kalchik of Ludington; sisters, Delores (Raymond) Riggle of Byars, Okla., Jean Kalchik 

of Martinsburg, W. Va., Cynthia (Dick) Gilliand of Interlochen; sister-in-law, Donna Kalchik of Omena; aunt, Vicky 

Nemeskal of Maple City; and many nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. Mrs. Allen was predeceased by her 

parents; brothers, Walter Kalchik and Harold Kalchik; and nephews, Andy Kalchik and Tom Kalchik. 
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MOSES ALLEN 
 

Moses Allen, Native American 
Birth  15 Dec 1865 Milton, Antrim County, Michigan 

Death 21 Mar 1901 (aged 35) Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Peter Mark Allen (1830-1926) and Mary Ann Allen (1843-1868) 

 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 126777941 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), memorial page 

for Moses Allen (15 Dec 1865ï21 Mar 1901) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Celeste (contributor 46927489). 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Leelanau Enterprise 27 June 1895. The following is a list of cases disposed of in the circuit court last week: ñMoses 

Allen et al. vs. J. W. Bingham, bill to remove cloud to titleò. 

 

Leelanau Enterprise 13 October 1898. The following is a list of the cases that have been noticed for trial in the circuit 

court on Monday next: ñMoses Allen vs. J. W. Bingham, to reform titleò. 
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ROBIN KAYE DENNY  and JODDY D. ALLEN  
 

Robin Kaye Denny  
Birth  14 Apr 1954 Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan 

Death 9 Nov 2017 (aged 63) Garfield Township, Grand Traverse County, MI  

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Parents John C. Denny and Kathryn A. Craker (1932-   ) 

 

Married  6 Feb 1988 Pinellas County, Florida 

 

Joddy D. Allen 
Birth  16 May 1954 Ohio  

Death 

Burial  

Parents 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 185141715, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), memorial page 

for Robin Kaye Denny Allen (14 Apr 1954ï9 Nov 2017), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, 

Michigan, USA; Maintained by Dana (contributor 48267158). 

 

Robin Kay Allen, 63, of Traverse City, passed away Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017 at Culver Meadows Senior Living Center 

in Garfield Twp. in Grand Traverse County. Her loving family was at her side. Robin was born April 14, 1954 in 

Grand Rapids, the daughter of John C. Denny and Kathryn A. (Craker) Denny. On Feb. 6, 1988 she married her loving 

and devoted husband of 29 years, Joddy D. Allen, who survives. Robin is survived by her husband, Joddy; her mother, 

Kathryn; her two daughters, Jennifer and Samantha Allen; her brother, Greg; a nephew, Sean; and a niece, Cahlee. 

She was preceded in death by her father, John Denny; and her sister, Colleen Georgiana Gendron. Visitation will be 

held on Monday, Nov. 13, from 10 a.m. until the start of the funeral service at noon, at the Martinson Funeral Home 

of Suttons Bay. After the service a procession to and burial in Omena Hillcrest Cemetery will follow. The Reverend 

Dr. Homer Nye will officiate. Memorials may be directed to The Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration; 

www.theaftd.org. 
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CARL ROBERT ALPERS  and GEORGIA KAY KIERSEY  
 

Carl Robert Alpers, PFC, U.S. Army World War II  
Birth  5 Sep 1929 Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Death 30 Nov 2002 (aged 73) Royal, Garland County, Arkansas 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Walter Joseph Belanger (1907-1961) and Bernice Mary Elizabeth Stites (1908-1998) 

Adopted by his Aunt and Uncle Henry Karl Alpers (1902-1978) and Lucy Mary Belanger (1910-1997) 

 

Married  13 Mar 1954 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

 

Georgia Kay Kiersey 
Birth  3 Dec 1935 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 23 May 2017 (aged 71) Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Donald Flavius Kiersey (1903-1985) and Eleanor C. Erickson (1905-1987) 

 

 
 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 21412613 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), memorial page for 

PFC Carl Robert Alpers (5 Sep 1929ï30 Nov 2002), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) 

 

Carl Robert Alpers, Traverse City Record-Eagle Dec. 3, 2002. Carl Robert Alpers died at his home in Royal, Ark. He 

was born to Walter J Belanger and Bernice Mary Elizabeth Stites. He was adopted by his Uncle Henry and Aunt Lucy 

(Belanger) Alpers in 1934. In Northport on March 13, 1954, Carl married Georgia Kiersey of Omena. Carl served in 

the U.S. Army at Fort Knox, Ky. He moved to Petoskey in 1954, where he was the original owner/operator of the 

Radio City Village Trailer Park. He also worked as engineer on the ship John Galster, shipping cement from Penn 

Dixie Corporation, and for Alger Trucking, and as a heavy equipment operator for the City of Petoskey before retiring 

to Royal. Carl loved to fish and camp. He was a member of the Studebaker Drivers Club and the First United Methodist 

Church. He is survived by his wife Georgia; his son, Robert Alpers of Petoskey; three daughters, Brenda (Robert) 

Johns and Marcia (Randy) Fosmore of Petoskey, and Debra (Philip) Boeve of Fort Atkinson, Wis.; a sister, Maxine 

McLeod of Florida; two stepbrothers, Kneale Alpers of Muskegon and James (Shirley) Alpers of Suttons Bay; many 

grandchildren and one great-grandson. Carl was preceded in death by both his natural and adoptive parents. 

 

 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
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Suttons Bay Courier 17 January 1935. Suttons Bay Rural Agricultural School, Suttons Bay Township District. 

Primary Room. Mrs. Lather and Mrs. Satterbo visited the room Monday afternoon. John Rude and Carl Alpers are 

absent from school for a few days on account of illness. The Primary room pupils are learning a new song called, 

ñCoasting Songò. 

Suttons Bay Courier 5 March 1936. Primary Room. Nancy Whitmore has been absent from school. She hurt her left 

hand when she caught it in the wringer of a washing machine. Those neither absent nor tardy during the entire month 

of February are: Marvel Send, Carl Alpers, Della Mae Beaver, Raymond Behm, Marilyn Garthe, Mary Gronseth, 

Allan Larson, Phyllis Nelson, and James Beuerle. 

Suttons Bay Courier 5 February 1942. Suttons Bay Rural Agricultural School, Suttons Bay Township District.  

6th & 7th Grades: ñMr. Torrey got a letter", I wonder from where. Our Christmas present has arrived. It was the 

Current Events and My Weekly Reader, and we like them very much. Some of our members are ill with the mumps. 

Mr. Torrey has bought some pictures to post on the bulletin board. We have the following Monitors for Library duty: 

Bette Lou Livingston, Carl Alpers, Raymond Behm and Cleo Gain. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 3 October 1946. Munson Hospital Dismissals: Mrs. Carl Alpers and infant son of Empire. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 10 October 1946. Mrs. Carl Alpers and children of Lake Leelanau left Saturday for their 

home after spending several days at the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Alpers of Silver Lake. 

Leelanau County Times 22 May 1947. Carl Alpers has returned home from the hospital. Mrs. Alpers reports he is 

much improved. 

Leelanau County Times 8 January 1948. Carl Alpers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Alpers of Suttons Bay, returned to 

the village to spend the winter with his parents. Carl has been working on a car ferry out of Ludington. 

Suttons Bay Courier 4 March 1948. Fort Knox, Ky., Private Carl R. Alpers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry K. Alpers of 

R 2, has been assigned as a trainee in the third cycle of the Universal Military Training Unit. After preliminary 

processing, he has arrived at Ft. Knox to receive six months training in the Army Ground Forces U.M.T. Battalion 

which has brought about nationwide comment since its inauguration. Prior to enlisting in the Regular Army on January 

the 3rd, Private Alpers attended Suttons Bay High School and worked on his fatherôs farm. This unit, to which Trainee 

Alpers has been assigned, was established with Regular Army personnel with the intent of finding the best methods 

to train 18-year-old boys in the event that the Universal Military Training program becomes a law. The proposed 

program, combining civilian and military methods, marks a departure from wartime training in that it places greater 

emphasis on raising the moral, physical, and mental fiber of the young men participating. 

Leelanau County Times 10 June 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Herman Alpers, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Alpers and son Jerry 

and Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Weiler and daughters spent Sunday afternoon with the Carl Alpers family of Empire. 

Leelanau County Times 30 September 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Alpers and son Jerry spent Sunday afternoon 

with the Carl Alpers family in Empire. 

Leelanau County Times 7 October 1948. Pfc. Carl Alpers of Fort Knox, Ky., is visiting at the home of his parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Henry Alpers, route 1. 

Leelanau County Times 21 October 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Alpers and family of Empire spent Sunday with Mr. and 

Mrs. Herman Alpers. 

Leelanau County Times 20 January 1949. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Egeler and Marvin were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 

Alpers and family at Empire on Sunday. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 7 March 1949. Miss Betty Alpers of Chmôs Corners is spending several days visiting her 

brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Alpers of Lake Leelanau. 

Leelanau County Times 24 March 1949. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Alpers are the parents of a daughter born March 11th at 

Munson hospital. The baby has been named Cynthia Sue. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 14 May 1949. Empire. Under the direction of Supt. Carl Alpers, the road men are 

resurfacing and preparing for black top, the portion of the County Line Road from Salisbury Corners west to meet the 

black top from Empire which extends six miles east of the village. Later the County Line Road will receive the same 

treatment east to meet the highway coming west from Traverse City.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 2 1953. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Egeler and son, Marvin, were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 

Alpers at Empire Sunday. 
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Traverse City Record-Eagle 25 October 1957. Alpers-Reinhart Nuptials at Rectory. Saint Francis Rectory was the 

scene of a pretty wedding Saturday, October 19, at 2:00p.m., when Miss Barbara Ann Alpers and Ivan Reinhart 

exchanged marriage vows in the presence of the immediate families. The Reverend Harold Feltman performed the 

nuptial service. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Alpers of this City and the bridegroomôs parents are 

Mr. and Mrs. Taimi Reinhart of Indianapolis, Ind. The maid of honor was Miss Betty Alpers, aunt of the bride. The 

bridegroom asked his brother, Joseph Reinhart of Indianapolis to be his best man. Following the ceremony, 75 friends 

were greeted by the couple at ñThe Country Houseò, home of the brideôs uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Alpers 

on Long Lake Road. A four-tiered cake and lighted tapers centered the brieôs table, where places were marked for 10. 

A buffet supper was served by the brideôs aunts, Mrs. Lewis Alpers and Mrs. Marie Davis. Miss Patricia Folkersma 

of Grand Rapids was in charge of the guest book. The couple will reside in the city while Mr. Reinhart is stationed at 

the Empire Air Base. 
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ANDREW F. ANDERSON and MARY M. HEUSER 
 

Andrew Frederick Anderson, U.S. Army WW II 
Birth  15 Jun 1930 Bay City, Bay County, Michigan 

Death 22 Jun 2000 (aged 70) Essexville, Bay County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Oscar Martin Anderson (1892-1974) and Florence B. Presley (1893-1974) 
 

Married  1 Mar 1958 Bay City, Bay County, Michigan 
 

Mary Margaret Heuser 

Birth  18 Aug 1932 Chicago Heights, Cook County, Illinois 

Death 21 May 2019 (aged 86) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Harold Henry Heuser (1902-1975) and Margaret Adelle Moore (1907-1984) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 63711267 and 199336750 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial page for Andrew F. Anderson (15 Jun 1930ï22 Jun 2000 and Mary Heuser Anderson (18 Aug 1932ï21 

May 2019) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos added by John T. 

 

Andrew Frederick Anderson. Andrew Frederick Anderson passed away Thursday at Bay Medical Center Essexville 

(Bay County Michigan) following a short illness. He was born in Bay City on June 15, 1930, to the late Oscar M. and 

Florence (Presley) Anderson. Andy was a graduate of Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill. and was a member of 

Delta Tau Delta Fraternity. He served in the U.S. Army Occupation Forces following World War II. He was a member 

and elder of First Presbyterian Church and was a former Session member. Additional memberships include the 

Saginaw Club and the Rotary He is survived by his wife, the former Mary Heuser, whom he married March 1, 1958. 

He also leaves four children, Bruce F. (Cheryl M.) Anderson of Saginaw, Eric A. (Shelley) Anderson of Okemos, 

Ashley C. Anderson of Bay City and Susan L. Anderson of Saginaw; four grandchildren, Andrew F. Anderson III, 

Abigail Anderson, Margaret Anderson and Cooper Anderson; as well as a sister, Annette (Gilbert) Deibel of Omena. 

Friends may call from 2 to 6 p.m. today at the Penzien & Steele Funeral Home in Bay City. Funeral services will be 

held at 2 p.m. Sunday at First Presbyterian Church with Dr. Jeffrey Weenink officiating. He will lie in state at the 

church from 1 p.m. Sunday until the time of service. The committal service will be held at noon Monday at the Omena 
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Hillcrest Cemetery in Omena. Memorial tributes may be made to the First Presbyterian Church Memorial Fund or a 

charity of the donor's choice. (Michigan Obituaries, 1820-2006 Herrick Public Library) 

Mary (Heuser) Anderson. Mary (Heuser) Anderson, 86, formerly of Bay City, passed away Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

at Northport Highlands surrounded by her loving family. Mary was born Aug. 18, 1932, in Chicago, Illinois, the 

daughter of Harold and Margaret (Moore) Heuser. On March 1, 1958 in Bay City, she married Andrew F. Anderson, 

who preceded her in death on June 22, 2000. Mary graduated from Bay City Central High School and later graduated 

with an honorary Doctorate of Music from the University of Louisville. She met her sweetheart, Andy, at Linwood 

Beach in Bay City where their parents would summer. Together, they carried on the legacy of Anderson Orchards in 

Omena. A gifted musician, Mary played for 50 years in the Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra. She shared her talent 

by teaching the flute at Delta College and Saginaw Valley State University. While at Delta College, she formed the 

Delta College Flute Choir, which still performs today. She was also a member of the National Flute Association. 

Outside of music, Mary loved golden retrievers and to summer in Omena. She enjoyed winter skiing and even tried 

water skiing. In the warmer months, she liked to play tennis. Mary was a member of the Bay City Garden Club, the 

First Presbyterian Church, as well as the Omena Traverse Yacht Club. Mary is survived by her children, Bruce 

(Cheryl) Anderson, Eric (Julie) Anderson, Ashley Anderson, and Susan (Gina Harder) Anderson; her grandchildren, 

Andrew Anderson, Abigail, Margaret, and Cooper Anderson; four step-grandchildren, Michael, Kelsey, Hayley and 

Matthew; her brother, Robert (Nancy) Heuser; her sister-in-law, Annette Deibel; and many loving nieces and nephews. 

Mary was preceded in death by her husband, and her parents. 

 

  



 

 

Page 32 

 

ANDERS ñANDREWò F. ANDERSON and MARET 

ESTENDATTER BAHLE  

 

Anders (Andrew) Fredrik Anderson  
Birth  3 Oct 1857 Blekinge, Sweden (Immigration 1872) 

Death 23 Nov 1930 (aged 73) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents John Anderson (1827 -1903) and Celia Anderson (1818-1906) 
 

Married  28 Jul 1883 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 
 

Maret Estendatter Bahle 
Birth  1 Jan 1857 Kristiansund, Stangvik, Møre og Romsdal, Norway 

Death 2 May 1950 (aged 93) Traverse City, Grand Traverse, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Esten Larsen Bahle (1819-  ) and Marit Larsen Beaverfjord (1816-1897)  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711181 and 63711350 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Andrew Fred Anderson (3 Oct 1857ï23 Nov 1930) and Maret Estensel Bahle Anderson (1 Jan 

1857ï2 May 1950) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by John T. 

 

A. F. Anderson. Suttons Bay Courier 27 November 1930. Omena Pioneer Dies. A. F. Anderson died at his home on 

Sunday evening, Nov. 23, after a short illness. Andrew F. Anderson was born in Blekinge, Sweden, Oct. 3, 1857. He 

came to America all alone in 1869 and landed in Castle Garden, New York, without funds. He succeeded in getting 

to Galesburg, Ill., where he had relatives, and started work immediately as water boy to construction crews on the C. 
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B. & Q. Railroad, which was then being built between Galesburg and Burlington. He was the first news boy on the 

trains on this branch, among his famous customers was the noted divine Henry Ward Beecher. He went to Chicago to 

find a sister whom he had never seen; while there the great fire of 1873 occurred and he was never able to find her. 

All alone, a Swedish immigrant boy in a great city, he was hardly able to eke out a living. His persistence won him 

recognition. He secured steady employment in a coffee roasting house. His father, John Anderson, was in the 

mercantile business at Omena. He secured employment from him with W. S. Johnson of Suttons Bay in 1879. By the 

exercise of the strictest economy he saved enough of his earnings to build a store at Omena in 1883. During this year 

he married Maret Bahle of Suttons Bay and lived over the store at Omena, which still bears his name. Five sons, Louis 

E., George C., Frank J., Oscar M., and Carl F., besides the widow, survive him. Mr. Anderson has taken an active 

interest in public affairs, having served as Supervisor of Leelanau Township and State Representative in the Leelanau 

- Benzie District during the sessions of 1915 and 1917. During late years he has left the mercantile interest to his son 

Louis, while he engaged in the cultivation of his farm and orchard. Mr. Anderson was affiliated with the I. O. O. F., 

and Masonic Lodges, and until recent years, kept up a lively interest in fraternal affairs. Early in 1926 he was presented 

with a life membership in Northport Lodge No. 265 and took a great deal of pride in the fact that he was almost 45 

years a Master Mason, and at the time of his death, was the only life member of Northport Lodge.  
 

Northport Leader. Funeral services were held in Omena Presbyterian Church Wednesday for A. F. Anderson under 

the auspices of the F. & A. M. Lodge, The Reverend C. F. Badder officiating. He was laid to rest in the Omena 

Cemetery.  

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Leelanau Enterprise 29 March 1894. The Township Ticket for Leelanau Township are as follows: Republican: For 

Supervisor, Steiner Garthe; Town Clerk, Robert A. Campbell; Treasurer, Thomas Copp; Commissioner of Highways, 

Jacob Wagbo; Justice of the Peace, George E. Dame; School Inspector, Wilbur F Steele; Member Board of Review, 

George A. Craker; Drain Commissioner, Peter E. Gustaff; Constables, Gilman M. Dame, Morris D. Lesley, Henry 

Spinneken and Andrew F. Anderson.  

Leelanau Enterprise 18 November 1897. Mortgage sale. Default having been made in the conditions of a certain 

mortgage dated May 22nd, A. D. Ib95, executed by John Newhouse, of Suttons Bay Township. Leelanau County, 

Michigan, to John Blanchard of Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan, and recorded in the office of the 

Register of Deeds for Leelanau County. Michigan, on the 4th day of June A. D. 1895, in liber 10 of mortgages on 

page 404, which said mortgage was duly assigned by said John Blanchard to Andrew F. Anderson of Leelanau 

Township, Leelanau County, Michigan, by a deed of assignment dated December ninth 1895, and recorded in the 

office of said Register of Deeds in liber 11 of mortgages on page 159, and which said mortgage was further duly 

assigned by said Andrew F. Anderson to L. K. Bahle of Suttons Bay Township, Leelanau County, Michigan, by deed 

of assignment dated March 11th, 1897, and recorded in the office of said Register of Deeds in liber 11 of mortgages 

on page 188, on which said mortgage there is now due and unpaid seventy three dollars, and no suit or proceedings at 

law having been instituted to recover the debt secured by said mortgage or any part thereof; Notice is hereby given 

that by virtue of the power contained in said mortgage, there will be sold at public vendue to the highest bidder on 

Monday, the 18th day of October. 1897 at 10 o'clock in the forenoon at the front door of the Court House in the Village 

of Leland. Leelanau County. Michigan, that being the place of holding the Circuit Court for said County, the premises 

described in said mortgage, or so much thereof as may be necessary to satisfy the amount then due including the 

principal, interest, and the costs of such foreclosure and sale including an attorney fee of fifteen dollars provided by 

law as follows, to-wit: Lot number one, of Section Twenty-three. Town Thirty North Range 11 West, containing 

fifteen acres more or less, the same being in Leelanau County, Michigan, dated July 20th, 1897. I. E. Bahle, Assignee 

of Mortgage. A. A. Sessions, Attorney for Assignee. The above sale is adjourned until Wednesday the 1st day of 

December A. D. 1897, at 11 oôclock in the forenoon. Martin Brown, Under Sheriff. 

Saline Observer, 3 December 1914. Letter from the State Capitol: Complete Roster of the Next Senate and House of 

Representatives. Representatives: Leelanau District-Benzie, Leelanau: Andrew F. Anderson, Omena, Republican.  

Leelanau Enterprise 12 June 1919. State Of Michigan. County of Leelanau. At a session of said court, held at the 

Probate Office in the village of Leland in said county, on the 22nd, day of May A. D. 1919. Present: Hon. Martin 

Brown, Judge of Probate, In re matter of the estate of John Jacobson, deceased. Jacob M. Jacobson having filed in 

said court his petition praying that the administration of said estate be granted to Andrew F. Anderson or to some other 

suitable person. It is Ordered, that the 16th, day of June A. D, 1919 at ten o'clock in the forenoon, at said probate 
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office, be and is hereby appointed for hearing said petition. It is further ordered, that public notice thereof be given by 

publication of a copy of this order, for three successive weeks previous to said day of hearing, in the Leelanau 

Enterprise a newspaper printed and circulated in said county. A true copy. Martin Brown. Judge of Probate. 

Leelanau Enterprise 26 July 1923. Leelanau County: The following cases appear on the Circuit Court Calendar for 

the July Term: Andrew F. Anderson, Guardian, vs. Jennie F. Smitsseth. For a Reconveyance. 

Leelanau Enterprise 2 August 1923. Andrew F. Anderson, Guardian, vs Jennie F Smitsseth. For a Reconveyance. 

Decree in favor of the Plaintiff. 

Leelanau Enterprise 22 October 1925. State Of Michigan. County of Leelanau. At a Session of said court, held at the 

probate office in the village of Leland, in said county on the 14th day of October A. D. 1925. Present, Hon. Adelbert 

Lewis, Judge of Probate, In the matter of the estate of the Matter of the Estate of Aaron-Sar-gon-quo-to, deceased. 

Andrew F, Anderson having filed in said court his petition praying that said court adjudicate and determine who were 

at the time of the death the legitimate heirs of said deceased and entitled to inherit the real estate of which said deceased 

died seized. It is ordered, that the 19th day of October A. D. 1925, at ten oôclock in the forenoon at said probate office, 

be and is hereby appointed for the furthering of said petition. It is Further Ordered that public notice thereof be given 

by publication of a copy of this order, for three successive weeks previous to said day of hearing, in the Leelanau 

Enterprise a newspaper printed and circulated in said county. A true copy. Adelbert Lewis, Judge of Probate, State of 

Michigan Probate Court for the County of Leelanau. 

Bahle Family Historical Sketch by Merit Garth 1936. The year 1868 marks the first Bahle migration, when Lars E. 

and Maria Bahle left their native Norway for America. Lars and Maria, together with Christen Garth and children 

Ildri, Ingre, Steiner and Merit came over in the old sailing vessel ñJonasò which made its last voyage on this trip. It 

had taken them exactly 13 weeks to a day from the time they left Namsas near Christianund until they landed in 

Northport harbor at Campbellôs Dock near the front of Main Street. We can still see a few of the old piles of this dock 

today. Of these 13 weeks of travel, 10 were spent on the old ñJonasò. It had been a very stormy crossing and there 

were times when they doubted if the old ship would ever make port. Every family brought their own provisions and 

what had to be cooked was cooked on stoves fastened to the masts. All was well enough as long as the sea didnôt wash 

over the decks and put out the fires, which happened many of time. The old ñJonasò carried 300 Norwegian passengers 

aboard and, during the crossing, 11 died. And strange as it may seem, there were 11 births. The ship landed at Quebec, 

its valedictory voyage done. There all disembarked and many so no more of each other, having various destinations 

in mind. To avoid Niagara Falls, our group took a wood-burning train to Sarnia. Their first train journey was not a 

happy trip for they had to board a dirty box car with wooden benches and it smelled strongly of cattle. Two nights and 

the better part of three days were required to make the short, miserable trip. At Sarnia they waited a week for the 

wood-burning steamer that took them to Northport Harbor. Isaac and Annie (Jacobson) Garth had come over two 

years before and were there to welcome them. Mali, Lizabeth and Merit Bahle came with her parents, Eston L. And 

Merit B. Bahle two years later in1870. They fared better, coming on one of the Ellen Line steamers to Quebec. Their 

journey on the ocean had taken only 13 days. Among the passengers were the Nels Hagans, an uncle of the Bahles 

who moved on to Minnesota. Lars and Maria were here to meet their family and a house rented for them at Northport. 

They lived there about a year only, and then moved to Suttons Bay. They located a farm near the Cemetery, which 

they bought. They lived there for some time, possibly until 1883-84, when they moved nearer the village and bought 

the present small farm just west of Suttons Bay. Lars worked with wood in the winter and in the summer in a shipyard 

in Wisconsin. He built the vessel ñO.M. Nelsonò, and he and Mr. Nelson carried on traffic in potatoes, wood and bark 

to Milwaukee. Later he and his partner, Mr. Porter (now of East Jordan) began dealing in wood and bark. Gradually 

he drifted into the store business with Fred Smiseth, Sr. as partner. This partnership was severed later and each man 

went into business for himself. Lars was also postmaster for many years. Maria worked for H.O. Rose of Northport 

and later for him in Traverse City. Then she went to Minnesota to marry Andres Bahle whom she had known in 

Norway. After his death in 1885, she moved back to Suttons Bay and lived and cared for her parents until their deaths. 

Mali worked for Dr. Nelson at Northport, then for Mrs. Pratt in Traverse City. She went to Chicago and became cook 

for the Ogden Armours. Ole Lund was coachman, and they were married in Nebraska. There they took up a homestead 

and endured any hardship of the pioneer. One year grasshoppers ate up the entire crop, everything, and the family at 

Suttons Bay were able to send a little help. Lizbeth worked at DeGollierôs boarding house (the Little Hotel) near the 

creek for a time. Also at Perry Hannahôs in Traverse City for some time. Then she went to Chicago and was ñsecond 

girlò at the Armour home. Later she came home. Maret could go to Chicago and take her place at the Armour home 

while she studied for confirmation. Maret was confirmed in Chicago. All the others had been confirmed in Norway. 

After her confirmation, she returned to Suttons Bay and worked for Mr. Ballard who lived in Omena where the Omena 

Inn now stands. A.F. Anderson had the post office at Omena at this time. Later she worked at the Chicago Club 
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(between the Manse and the Inn) in the summer and went to Chicago with them in the winter. A.F. Anderson went to 

Chicago on the same boat. When he came back he worked for Johnson (the telegraph operator) at Suttons Bay and 

Auntie worked for the Chicago Club until her marriage. (Source: Ancestry .com under Merit Bahle) 
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BETTY LORRAINE WAYASHE ANDERSON  and JOHN 

ANDERSON 
 

Betty Lorraine Wayashe Anderson, Native American 
Birth  10 Jul 1928 Michigan 

Death 20 Jan 2000 (aged 71) Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Charles Wayashe (1901-Unknown) and Charlotte Paul (1910-1988) 

 

Mar ried 6 May 1948 Leland, Michigan. Divorced 14 Mar 1950 Antrim, Michigan. 

 

John Anderson 
Birth  30 May 1925 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 23 June 2000 Elk Rapids Township, Antrim County, Michigan 

Burial  Kewadin Indian Mission Cemetery, Antrim County, Michigan 
Parents Thomas Anderson (1904-   ) and Delia V. James (1902   ) 
 

 
 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 63557878 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), memorial page for 

Betty Lorraine Wayasbe Anderson (10 Jul 1928ï20 Jan 2000), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, 

Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). Photo by J. F. Witkowski. 

 

Betty L. Anderson. Traverse City Record-Eagle Saturday, January 20, 2000. Betty L. Anderson, 71, of Grand Rapids, 

passed on Thursday to be with the Lord and join her beloved family of grandmother, Lucy Paul; mother, Charlotte 

Wayasbe; uncle, Clifford Paul; brother, Charles Wayasbe; son, Benny; and niece, Carlotta Anewishki, who preceded 

her in death. Left to cherish her precious memory are her 5 children; brother, Anthony; sister, Geri; ten grandchildren; 

23 great-grandchildren; nieces, nephews and extended family; and many friends. As was her wish, cremation has taken 

place. Interment took place at the Omena Cemetery at a later date. 
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DOUGLAS B. ANDERSON 
 

Douglas B. Anderson  
Birth  Jan 1959 Michigan 

Death 1 Jun 1961 (Age 15 months) Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Lot 31 #21 
Parents Adrian G. (Pete) Anderson (1915-1977) and Mary R. Anderson (1921-1984) 

 
Find A Grave Memorial no. 134211121 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), memorial page for 

Douglas B. Anderson (unknownï1 Jun 1961), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan. 

Maintained by John T (contributor 47302717). 
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FRANK JOHN ANDERSON and LAURA GWENDOLYN GRAHAM  
 

Frank John Anderson  
Birth  27 May 1890 Omena, Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, MI  

Death 28 Jun 1960 (aged 70) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Andrew F. Anderson (1857-1930) and Maret Estensdatter Bahle (1857ï1950) 
 

 

Married  21 Oct 1914 Croswell, Sanilac County, Michigan 

 

Laura Gwendolyn ñNennieò Graham 
Birth  30 Jul 1888 Elk, Sanilac County, Michigan 

Death 4 Feb 1974 (aged 85) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA  
Parents Alvin B. Graham (1862-1931) and Carolyn Farewell (1862-1937) 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711383 and 63711258 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial page for Frank John Anderson (27 May 1890ï28 Jun 1960) and Laura Gwendolyn ñGwendolynò Graham 

Anderson (30 Jul 1888ï4 Feb 1974) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained 

by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by John T.  

 

Frank J. Anderson. Jun. 29, 1960 Suttons Bay. Frank J. Anderson, Omena, and one of the founders of Northwestern  

Michigan College, died Tuesday at Munson Hospital, Traverse City.  Mr. Anderson had been a widely known 

insurance agent more than 25 years. He was born in Omena, attended schools in Traverse City, and. later attended 

Alma College and the University of Oklahoma. He was past president and charter member of the Suttons Bay Rotary 

Club and a member of the Prospectors Club of Leelanau County. He was also a life member of the Northport Masonic 

Lodge No. 265, F &AM and was a member of the board of directors of Munson Hospital. Surviving are his wife, 

Gwendolen; a daughter, Mrs. Walter Froehlich of Berea, Ohio; a son Adrian of Northport; two brothers, Oscar of Bay 

City, and Carl of Traverse City and nine grandchildren. Funeral services were be held at 2:30 Thursday in the 

Martinson, & Son funeral home and burial will be in the Omena Cemetery. 



 

 

Page 39 

 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Leelanau County Times 6 March 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson are heading south, but not far enough to escape 

the winter weather. They are off for a visit with their daughter, Mrs. W. A. Froehlich in Berea, Ohio. 

Leelanau County Times 20 March 1947. Ill. Two Omena residents are on the sick list. Evelyn Putnam is ill with a cold 

which has settled in her back. The other victim is Frank Anderson, in bed with the flu. We hope to see them up and 

around soon.  

Leelanau County Times 20 March 1947. April Cancer Drive Planned. Announcement of a Leelanau County campaign 

during April for the American Cancer Society, Michigan Division, was made Monday evening at the Suttons Bay 

Chamber of Commerce banquet by Robert Rufli, general chairman. At the same time, names of committee members 

to assist in the drive were announced. They are: Mrs. Gerald Selby, Mrs. Elmer Dalton, Mrs. Fred Hahnenberg, Mrs. 

Chester F. Salisbury, Mrs. Glen Nash, Mrs. Delbert Russell, Jr., Frank Anderson, Dr. E. J. Bolan, Dr. Claude Ellis and 

Mrs. Bruce E. Nelson. April has been set aside as cancer control month by act of Congress and the American Cancer 

Society and its affiliates conduct their campaign for funds in April only.  

Leelanau County Times 27 March 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Will Sollie celebrated their wedding anniversary in Traverse 

City with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson' of Omena. 

Leelanau County Times 17 April 1947. To Grand Rapids. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson left Saturday for Grand Rapids 

on a combination visit and business trip.  

Entertains At Tea. Nancy Jo Wheeler entertained at her home Thursday afternoon. The guests included Mrs. Frank 

Anderson, Mrs. Will Solle, Mrs. H. M. Carmichael, and Mrs. Homer Fouts, her grandmother. Nancy Jo returned to 

school at the University of Michigan Sunday. 

Rotary Gets Meat Cutting Lesson Today Å In one of the most unusual programs of the year, William Gauthier will 

present an exhibition of meat cutting for Suttons Bay Rotarians in their regular meeting at Byram's Bayside Inn this 

noon. Mr. Gauthier has promised to bring a quarter of beef to the meeting to demonstrate the art of cutting it to greatest 

advantage. Reg Wolfe, new resident of Suttons Bay, was the principal speaker at the club meeting, April 10, telling 

of his adventures as his family homesteaded in western Canada. He was introduced by Henry Meloche, program 

chairman. Nominated for president of the Suttons Bay club in a primary election held Thursday were Gerald Selby 

and Frank Anderson. The new president will succeed Kenneth Hoyt, who has served for a year and a half since the 

club was founded. 

Leelanau County Times 15 May 1947. Recipe of the Week. By Mrs. Frank Anderson, Omena, Mich. Mrs. Frank 

Anderson of Omena contributes this weekôs recipe and it is guaranteed to win the cold heart of a wooden cigar store 

Indian. We have this information from none other than Frank, her husband, who is no mean trencherman himself. 

Baked Spicy Peach Dumplings. Serves Four People 4 pie pastry squares. 8 halves of canned peaches, 2 tablespoons 

butter, 1/2 teaspoon ginger, dash of cloves, place one half peach in center of pastry squares, mix butter with spices, 

put one teaspoon of spice and butter mixture in each half of peach. Place another half peach on top of mixture. Bring 

corners of pastry up over peaches and pinch together. Bake in a moderate oven for 40 minutes. Can be served with the 

following sauce or with whipped cream. 1 tablespoon corn starch. 1 tablespoon honey or sugar 1 tablespoon butter. 1 

cup of juice from peaches. 1 tablespoon lemon juice. Mrs. Anderson said she likes to add 1/4 teaspoon of almond 

extract to the sauce mixture because it brings out the flavor of the peaches. Combine and cook mixture until clear. 

Serve the squares warm with the sauce poured over them. The Andersons are gracious hosts and she likes this recipe, 

easy to prepare for a night snack when the guests drop in. No sugar is needed, just the can of peaches and perhaps a 

package of pie-mix in the cupboard. 

Leelanau County Times 15 May 1947. Honor Bride To Be. Mrs. Joy Lasch Valsko recently entertained at an afternoon 

tea honoring Miss Mary Foster of Suttons Bay whose wedding will take place Saturday at "Elmknollò in Suttons Bay. 

Guests were Mrs. A. McIntyre, Mrs. A. W. Bruce, Mrs. Ralph Bauer and Mrs. E. R. Chapman of Traverse City, Mrs. 

Cloys Rader and Mrs. William Peppier of Glen Arbor, Mrs. Frank Anderson. Mrs. W. R. Solle and Mrs. Thearl Smith 

of Omena. Mrs. E. J. Bolan, Mrs. C. Finn and Mrs. J. B. Hendryx of Suttons Bay. 

Leelanau County Times 12 June 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gain, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Bahle and Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

Anderson left today for Milwaukee to attend the National Barber Shop Quartet Convention. They will return Monday. 

Leelanau County Times 10 July 1947. Suttons Bay. Gerald Selby took over the presidency of the Suttons Bay Rotary 

Club Thursday from Kenneth Hoyt, announcing as he did so that a project of community interest will come before the 
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club at todayôs meeting. James Rumsey, chief sanitary engineer with the Michigan Stream Control Commission, will 

be here to discuss pollution of public waters and sewage disposal. Suttons Bay had some adverse publicity, along with 

numerous other Michigan communities, in a series of articles on pollution in the Detroit Free Press. Although the 

Village is the only one in Leelanau County to attempt any treatment of its public wastes, it was criticized for permitting 

the effluent from an allegedly overloaded septic tank system to flow into the Bay. Rumsey is here to discuss the 

problem with Village officials and to address the Rotarians on the subject. President Selby announced a few of his 

committees last week. Chairmen of the four important divisions are: international service, Conrad Gronseth; 

community service, Owen Bahle; vocational service, Marion H. Yoder; club service, Robert Rufli. Subcommittee 

chairmen named are: Publicity, Fred Dickinson; Bulletin Editor, Gordon Solle; Sergeant at Arms, William Bonek; 

Program Chairman, Frank Anderson. 

Leelanau County Times 21 August 1947. Visiting the Frank Anderson family are Mr. and Mrs. George Burland of 

Galesburg, Ill. 

Leelanau County Times 28 August 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson will leave Friday for Mackinac Island to spend 

the week end at an insurance meeting. 

Leelanau County Times 18 September 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Oscar M. Anderson of Bay City spent several days visiting 

the Frank Anderson family of Omena. 

Leelanau County Times 11 December 1947. Chairmen of Sugar Loaf Drive Listed Names of district chairmen for a 

Sugar Loaf Winter Sports fund raising drive were announced today by Horace Wheeler of Omena, general chairman 

of the drive. Wheeler was named chairman of the drive at a banquet meeting recently where Arthur Huey, president 

of Sugar Loaf, revealed that the organization would give away two new cars and 32 other gifts February 29, 1948. 

District chairmen named by Wheeler are Everett C. DeLong, Northport; Frank Anderson, Omena; Owen Bahle, 

Suttons Bay; Albert Kelch, Lake Leelanau; Ralph Cordes, Leland; Elmer Billman, Cedar; Charles J. Bloom, Maple 

City; Leo Koniescka, Glen Arbor; Paul Poulin, Burdickville. John Bacon, Empire; Edward C. Killian, Frankfort; Earl 

Plamondon, Cherry Bend; John Koon, Elmwood; Asa Case, Beulah and Benzonia. 

Leelanau County Times 19 February 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson of Omens and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Smith of 

Northport spent last week end in Grand Rapids 

Leelanau County Times 6 May 1948. Reelect Red Cross Heads. Completion of a successful year of operation was 

observed by the Leelanau County Chapter, American Red Cross, on Friday. At the same time all the officers were 

reelected and committees were named to carry on the work for another twelve months period. The officers returned 

to office are: chairman Otto L. Bahle; vice chairman, Frank Anderson; secretary, Mrs. Herbert Brehmer; and treasurer, 

Mrs. Robert S. Gain. Committee chairmen appointed are: first aid and water safety, Ted Hanson; home nursing, Mrs. 

Etelka Dunklow; roll call, Horace Wheeler; home service, Mrs. Valsko; public information and junior Red Cross, to 

be named later; finance committee, Frank Anderson, Ted Hanson and Horace Wheeler. Mr. Wheeler reported that the 

total amount collected was $2,162.16, of which $1,062.81 remains to be added to the local treasury. This gives a 

balance of $4,170.81 now available for the local budget program. 

Leelanau County Times 29 July 1948. Omenaôs quaint old Presbyterian Mission church was the scene Saturday of a 

charming wedding when Miss Pauline Egeler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Egeler became the bride of Alfred 

Richard Collett of Buffalo, before 100 relatives and friends. The ceremony was performed at 8:00 o'clock by candle-

light before a backdrop of ferns, evergreens and white gladioli, The Reverend W. S. Collins, summer guest pastor of 

the church, officiating at a double ring service. The bride's father gave his daughter in marriage. Bridesmaids were 

Mrs. Marjorie Smith, sister of the bride, and Mrs. Charles Van Pelt. Best man was Edward Egeler. Jr., the brideôs 

brother, and Charles Van Pelt was usher. Mrs. Ralph Bauer and Frank Anderson sang a duet, ñI Love You Truly.ò and 

Miss Anna Bahle of Suttons Bay played traditional wedding music at the piano. The bride wore a gown of white 

marquisette with hoopskirt and her head-dress was a halo of illusion lace. She also wore a fingertip veil and carried a 

colonial bouquet of pink and white rose buds. Her bridesmaids wore matching gowns also with hoopskirts, one in 

yellow and the other in blue, with wreaths of flowers in their hair. They also wore elbow length nets. Mrs. Frank 

Manchester of Buffalo, aunt of the groom, who with Mr. Manchester, came for the wedding, wore a black and white 

print afternoon dress, as did Mrs. Egeler the bride's mother. Their flowers were pink and white roses. Following the 

ceremony a reception was held at the Egeler home in Omena. Mrs. Frank Anderson and Mrs. Thearl Smith presided 

at the refreshment table, assisted by Mrs. Frank Wick and Mrs. Gordon Solle of Omena. Mrs. Stanley Garthe and Miss 

Marilyn Garthe both of Suttons Bay. Mrs. Edward Egeler, JrĂ assisted at the punch bowl. Mr. and Mrs. Collett spent 

a brief honeymoon in Traverse City. They plan to make their home in Chicago, where the groom is a student in the 

American School of Television. 
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Leelanau County Times 2 September 1948. Paul Smith Heads Munson Hospital Bd. Paul Smith, Northport-Empire 

banker, heads the Munson hospital regional board of directors who will guide an $850,000 expansion program 

beginning next spring. He was elected Monday by the counties. He will serve with Douglas Linder, vice-president; 

Paul Willson, treasurer; A. Kent Schafer, secretary. Frank Anderson of Omena is a member of the board. 

Leelanau County Times 20 January 1949. Child Study Club Offers Prize In Northport Event.  Scores of cherry pies 

will be baked in Leelanau County schools during the next two weeks as the young cooks of the county compete in the 

preliminaries for the selection of the Countyôs pie baking champion. Northport, Leland, Suttons Bay and Lake 

Leelanau schools already have contests arranged and others may be staged before the county contest on Friday, 

February 4. To date, Northport has scheduled the most elaborate program. The Child Study club is sponsoring the 

contest which will be held in the high school Tuesday afternoon at 2:30. Cash prizes amounting to nearly $40 will be 

awarded to the -winners in a program during the evening, and tentative plans are that a pie sale may be held in 

connection with the evening meeting. The quality of the pies baked will be judged by Frank Anderson, The Reverend 

G. Russell Parker, and Mrs. Ida Dame. Mrs. Bruce Nelson, home economics teacher, will supervise the contest. At 

least nine girls will compete for the honor of representing Suttons Bay in the preliminary contest to be held Friday 

afternoon, January 28, at 1 oôclock. Girls who already have stated they will take part are Muriel Rockwell, Erma 

Schaub, Betty Larson, Rose Marie Herman, Janet Lancaster, Margaret Forton, Jane Belcher, Kathryn Walter and Ruth 

Ann Gill. 

Leelanau County Times 10 February 1949. Smith Heads Cancer Drive Clifford Smith of Omena has been named by 

President Frank Anderson of the Leelanau County Cancer society to head the spring drive for funds. The campaign 

will be in April. 

Leelanau County Times 24 March 1949. Selby Addresses Rotarians Today. Forty Suttons Bay Rotarians tried to act 

and sound like Irishmen as they observed St. Patrickôs Day last week with the singing of all the Irish songs in their 

songbook. The vocalizing was under direction of Frank Anderson, to music played by Roy Rorobacher of Traverse 

City. Pictures showing the American Red Cross in action in peacetime were then cast upon the screen. Horace Wheeler 

arranged the program. Gerald Selby will present the program this noon. The nominating committee, consisting of 

Kenneth Hoyt, Gerald Selby, Frank Kalchik, Wilbur Sutcliffe and Robert Gain will submit its report. A proposed 

amendment to the clubôs by-laws will also be presented. 

Leelanau County Times 31 March 1949. Suttons Bay. Would Renew Honor Roll. Replacement of the wooden honor 

roll board on the lawn of the County Garage with a more permanent type of memorial, was discussed by the Rotary 

Club at its meeting last Thursday, but no definite action was taken. The subject arose when Gerald Selby called 

attention to the rundown condition of the present honor roll and its need for re-painting. A proposal was made that the 

club should contact American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars members to stimulate plans for a permanent 

memorial. A nominating committee appointed by President Marion H. Yoder made its report, as follows: President 

Bion Rockwell and Conrad Gronseth: vice-president, Marion H. Yoder; secretary-treasurer, Arch Protiva and Robert 

Rufli: trustees, Frank Kalchik, Owen Rahle. Arthur Reincke, Sheldon Voice. Frank Anderson. Paul C. Mork. Clifford 

Smith and Ben L. Taylor. The ejection is expected to take place today. 

Leelanau County Times 14 April 1949. Bion Rockwell Heads Rotary. Bion Rockwell, local theatre man, was elected 

president of the Suttons Bay Rotary club last Thursday. He will take office July 1, succeeding Marion H. Yoder. Other 

officers elected were: Vice President, Marion H. Yoder; secretary, treasurer, Robert Rufli; directors, Frank Anderson, 

Owen Bahle, Frank Kalchik and Ben L. Taylor. 
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GEORGE CRAKER ANDERSON and MARIETTE EURANIA 

KELSEY  
 

George Craker Anderson  
Birth  14 Dec 1886 Leelanau County, Michigan  

Death 4 Dec 1957 (aged 70) Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  

Plot Back Section  
Parents Anders Fredrik Anderson (1857-1930) and Mary Estensdatter Bahle (1857-1950). 
 

Married  8 Apr 1914 Ashtabula, Ashtabula County, Ohio 
 

Mariette Eurania ñEtta Kelsey 

Birth  10 Mar 1891 Rome, Green Township, Adams County, Ohio  

Death 30 Mar 1957 (aged 66) Dade County, Florida 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Augustus Oakley Kelsey (1845-1896) and Edna Angeline Peck (1860-1931) 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711374 and 63711197 (https://www.findagrave.com accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for George Craker Anderson (14 Dec 1886ï4 Dec 1957) and  Etta Kelsey Anderson (10 Mar 1891ï

30 Mar 1957) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by John T. 
 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Leelanau Enterprise 26 February 1920. Coast Guards; John Basch, Martin Anderson, George Anderson and the 

mail carrier left yesterday for North Manitou Island making the trip on the ice by foot. They figure it will take seven 

hours. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 11 May 1922. Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson are with us again after having spent a delightful 

winter in the south. 
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Suttons Bay Courier 27 January 1927. Grand Rapids, Mich., Jan. 19, ô27. Robert L. Power, Cashier of the Leelanau 

County Savings Bank at Suttons Bay, has been named director of the Development League of Western Michigan for 

Leelanau County, Col. John G. Emery, President of the League and former National Commander of the American 

Legion, announced here today. The Development League is to devote its attention to interesting the outside world in 

Western Michigan through all possible newspaper and magazine stories and in attracting people of the great industrial 

cities to become regular summer residents of the state thereby. It is taking special interest in everything relating to 

resort development, such as providing proper recreational facilities, highways, and safety provisions for summer 

visitors, organizing of summer home financing firms and similar helps. The League is seeking particularly to bring 

people to the Michigan vacation land as summer home owners because such people come back year after year and 

therefore take part in the community life and effort, not merely passing through one summer, as the average tourist 

does. All counties on the Lake Michigan shore between and including Ottawa and Emmett, along with Kent and 

Wexford inland, are in the organization. Mr. Power was selected as director because of his responsible position in one 

of the largest communities on the Leelanau Peninsula and will have the assistance in his work of such good boosters 

as Mr. George Anderson of Omena and Mr. David H. Day of Glen Lake, as well as many others actively engaged in 

advancing the interests of the county. Leelanau County has as much Lake Michigan frontage as any county in West 

Michigan, if not more than any other, with correspondingly great resort possibilities, and its leading citizens have 

evidenced a desire to promote its advancement as rapidly as possible. The League is interested in agricultural, 

horticultural and industrial development as well as resort and will undoubtedly benefit the county in those fields also. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 27 October 1927, The Reverend Timothy Kroboth addressed the Traverse City Rotary Club on 

Tuesday afternoon. It was a Leelanau program arranged for the Club by the Messrs. George Anderson and George 

Heimforth. The Reverend Kroboth spoke on ñLeelanau Countyôô, and the Misses Wiegand, nieces of Mr. Heimforth, 

sang. Prosecuting Attorney Thomas was also a guest at this meeting. The Club presented to The Reverend Demas 

Cochlin a beautiful traveling bag and an honorary membership with dues paid up for life. The Reverend Cochlin is 

going to Arizona with Mrs. Cochlin and two daughters for an indefinite stay. All three ladies are afflicted with 

tuberculosis. The Reverend Cochlin has been in Traverse City for forty years' and pastor of the same church. He is 

one of the organizers of the Rotary Club and prominent in religious and civic affairs. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 1 December 1927. Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson left on Monday to spend the winter in Florida. 

They contemplate operating a hotel in Miami. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 25 September 1930. Omena Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson are spending a few days at the Soo. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 18 December 1930. Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson, Carl Anderson and his mother and niece, 

Virginia, left Thursday for Miami, Florida. They will meet Louie Anderson Jr. at Cleveland, where he joins them to 

spend his vacation in Florida, also. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 26 February 1931. Mr. George Anderson has accepted the position of manager of the Park Place 

Hotel in Traverse City. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 3 January 1935. Miss Hattie Joynt and Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson of the Park Place Hotel, 

were guests at a dinner party given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Einerson of Hoquiam, Washington, Friday evening. 

Those present were: Mrs. A. F. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Egeler, Mr. and Mrs. 

Edward Putnam of Omena, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Anderson of Northport, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Bahle. Mr. Peter Bahle, 

the Misses Maret and Anna Bahle, of Suttons Bay. 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 25 May 1944. Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson of Miami, Florida, called on relatives and friends 

here on Monday last. 
 

Leelanau County Times 8 May 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Anderson of Bay City visited the Frank Andersons of Omena 

last week end. 
 

Omena A Place in Time page 56. Alfred F. Anderson ñgot to know the family of Maret Bahle, whom he married in 

1883, the same year he built the store in in Omena. They lived above the store for several years before moving into a 

house east of the store, where they raised five sons, Louis E., George C., Frank J., Oscar M. and Carl F. Anderson. 
 

Omena A Place in Time page 68. Alfred F. and Maret Anderson had boys: Louis, George, Frank, Oscar, and Carl. 

Chris Verdery was a boy in the early 1950s when the Anderson ñboysò were all older men. Chris particularly 
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remembered Frank, whom he admired for ñhis overall character. Frank just had a renaissance personality.ò (Interview 

with Chris Verdery July 29, 2000) 
 

Omena A Place in Time pages 57-58. The entirety of northern Michigan was filled with recent immigrant, many from 

the eastern states, but a large percentage harkened straight from England and northern Europe. In 1881 Leelanau 

Township had residents from Germany, Switzerland, Canada, Norway, England, Ireland, Bohemia, Denmark and 

Sweden. As recent arrivals from Sweden, the Andersons attracted the local Swedish clientele and obviously 

understood the Swedish rituals of shopping. George Anders, Andrewôs grandson, recalled hearing about how the 

family contended with the Swedish custom of haggling on the prices of merchandise. The Swedish families would 

always shop at certain times and the Andersons made ready for them. 
 

Omena A Place in Time pages 57-58. One of the earliest recollections of the inside of Anderson's store comes from 

Ernestine Freeland Johnson. éé Ernestine also provides a colorful recollection of Mrs. Anderson. While her name 

was not blazoned on the store's sign, she was the one who oversaw raising her five sons to be responsible young men. 

"I happened to know George Anderson's grandparents," said Ernestine, who was born in 1912. "His grandmother was 

a sweet little white-haired old lady. We had an Omena Women's Club at that time, and they used to talk about 

household hints and rearing children and somebody said, 'Well, Mrs. Anderson, your boys are all so pretty, so good, 

so obedient, how do you do that?' She said, 'Well, we happen to have a rain barrel out by the kitchen door. The first 

time anyone was ever impertinent I'd pick them up by the heels and douse them in.' and she said, 'Do you know some 

of the younger ones I never even had to do that to. The word got around.' 
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JOHN A. ANDERSON and CELIA LUNDGREN 
 

John A. Anderson  
Birth  10 Dec 1827 Marieberg, Örebro, Blekinge County, Sweden  

Death 11 Jun 1903 (aged 75) Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Anders Hansson Rundqvist (1803-1829) and Anna Akesdr (1807-1883) 

 Naturalized: New York City 19 October 1868 

 

Married   

 

Celia Lundgren 
Birth  4 Mar 1818 Sweden 

Death 25 Oct 1906 (aged 88) Kasson Township, Leelanau County, MI  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents 

 

[ 

 
Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711209 and 63711419 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for John A. Anderson (10 Dec 1827ï11 Jun 1903) and Celia Anderson (4 Mar 1818ï25 Oct 1906), 

citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors 

(contributor 46844300) Photos by John T. 
 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Omena A Place in Time pages -56 and 57. As with so much about the history of some of the Omena settlers, the details 

of certain events connected to the origins of the store are muddled. It does, however, involve a tale of two Andersons, 

father and son. John Anderson came to the Omena area sometime in the 1860s, journeying with his second wife from 
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Blekinge, Sweden. They left behind John's son, Andrew, who had been born to his first wife on October 3, 1857. 

Andrew Anderson would not voyage to America until 1869, when he was twelve years old. Even then he did not 

immediately join his father. Although no available histories mention any more formal business connection between 

Andrew Anderson and his father, John, there likely was one. The Grand Traverse Herald announced in December 

1886, "John Anderson is building a new Dock east of his old one." The new dock extended from land owned by 

Leonard H. Wheeler+ who during this time was far from Omena promoting the Wheeler family's Eclipse Windmill 

business throughout the Midwest and New England. Whatever the arrangements between the two men, the Anderson 

dock remained an active part of Omena's success as a small commercial center. The broken pilings of the Anderson 

dock remain in Omena Bay, in front of the swimming beach. John, who died in 1903, has faded from memory as 

people recall the more loquacious Andrew Anderson and his offspring. 
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KARAN LOUISE AN DERSON and GERALD JAY KIERSEY  

 

Karan Louise Anderson 
Birth  24 Dec 1942 Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 

Death 29 Jan 2018 (aged 75) Canadian Lakes, Mecosta County, MI  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Adrian Graham (Pete) Anderson (195-1977) and Mary Evelyn Rolens (1921-1984) 

 

Married  23 Oct 1963 Grandville, Kent County, Michigan 

 

Gerald Jay Kiersey, Seaman, U.S. Navy 
Born 25 May 1937 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan  

Death 

Burial   
Parents Donald Flavious Kiersey (1903-1985) and Eleanor C. Erickson (1905-1987) 

 

Find a Grave Memorial No. 209534289 (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 15 June 2020), memorial 

page for Karan L. Kiersey (24 Dec 1942ï29 Jan 2018), , citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau 

County, Michigan, USA ; Maintained and photo by Jim Ellickson (contributor 47541192) . 
 

Karan Louise (Anderson) Kiersey. Traverse City Record-Eagle. February 4, 2018. Karan Louise (Anderson) 

Kiersey, age 75, of Canadian Lakes, formerly of Grand Rapids and Traverse City, passed away Jan. 29, 2018 with her 

loving family, including her husband, Gerald, and sons, Douglas and Joseph, by her side. Visitation with the family 

was on Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 8890 Tamarack Road, Lakeview, where memorial 

services were be held at 1 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to either the Mecosta County 

Senior Center, Alzheimer's Association or a charity of your choice. Arrangements were entrusted to Christiansen 

Cremation & Funeral Care, Greenville.  

Christiansen Cremation & Funeral Care, Greenville, Michigan. Karan Louise Kiersey, age 75, of Canadian Lakes, 

formerly of Grand Rapids and Traverse City, passed away early Monday morning, January 29, 2018 at her home with 

her loving family by her side after a brief illness. Karan was born December 24, 1942 in Detroit, Michigan to Adrian 

and Mary Anderson. Karan traveled and lived in multiple cities while her father proudly served in the United States 

Army. Karan grew up in Northport where she met her love, Gerald Kiersey.  Karan and Gerald were married October 

23, 1963 in Grandville.  They moved to Hastings, where they started their family, a son Douglas and a son Joseph. 

Karan and her family moved to Traverse City in 1972 where she dedicated her life as wife and mother. Karan loved 

time with her family, baking, reading a good novel, traveling, watching her favorite football team the Pittsburgh 

Steelers, and an occasional NASCAR race. Karan worked at W.W. Grainger and retired in 2003. Her yearly highlight 

was every December when she, her sisters, and nieces had ñGirls Weekendò where the weekend was dedicated to 

baking, storytelling, and spending time together. She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Laura Currel; and 

brother, Douglas.  Surviving are her loving and dedicated husband of 54 years, Gerald; two sons, Douglas of Canadian 

Lakes, and Joseph and his partner Andre Williams of Chicago, Illinois; two sisters, Gwen (Jerry) Hampel of Grand 

Rapids, Cathy (Ron) Stowitts of Leslie; two brothers, Mike (Barb) Anderson of Traverse City, and Don Anderson of 

Traverse City; along with several nieces and nephews who she loved and cared for as one of her own. Visitation with 

the family is from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 8890 Tamarack 

Road, Lakeview, where memorial services will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 10th, 2018.  Pastor Alex 

Sabol will officiate and private interment will take place at Omena Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 

memorial contributions can be made to the Mecosta County Senior Center, Alzheimerôs Association, or a charity of 

your choice. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 9 November 1957. Ends Recruit Training. Gerald J. Kiersey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 

F. Kiersey of Northport, graduated from recruit training November 2 at the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, 

Illinois. 
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Traverse City Record-Eagle 14 Jan 1958. Gerald J. Kiersey, seaman apprentice, USN, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 

Kiersey of Northport is serving at the Naval Station, Newport, R.I.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 4 February 1958. At Naval Station. Gerald J. Kiersey, seaman apprentice, USN, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Kiersey of Northport, is serving at the Naval Air Station, Quonset Point, Rhode Island. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 3 Aug 1959. On Carrier USS Essex. Gerald J. Kiersey, seaman, USN, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Donald Kiersey of Northport, was serving on the attack aircraft carrier USS Essex in late July when the 50,00th 

aircraft landing was made on her deck while the ship was conducting operations off the east coast.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 2 March 1960. With Sixth Fleet. Seaman Gerald J. Kiersey, USN, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Donald E. Kiersey of Northport returned to Mayport, Florida February 26, aboard the carrier USS Essex after a seven 

month tour of duty in the Mediterranean with the Sixth Fleet. Following conversion to an anti-submarine warfare 

carrier, the Essexôs new home port will be Quonset Point, R.I. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 7 April 1961. At Quonset Point. Gerald J. Kiersey, storekeeper third class, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Donald Kiersey of Northport, is serving aboard the anti-submarine warfare support aircraft carrier USS Essex 

operating out of Quonset Point, R.I. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 19 Oct 1962. Class Reunion Held at Northport. Thirteen of the 21 members of Northport 

High School Class of 1957 attended the first reunion of the class recently at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Popp 

in Traverse City with dinner at Shields. Attending the reunion were: Scott Russell and Miss Shirley Rosenow of 

Custer; Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kock (Gayle Southwell); Mr. and Mrs. Norman Wollenweber of Detroit; Miss Realpha 

Hagan of Evanston Illinois; Miss Carol Johnson, of Three Rivers; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Potczak (Sue Densmore) of 

Whitney Point, New York; Gerald Kiersey of Hastings, Mrs. Glenn Brown (Sandra Larson) of Traverse City; Mrs. 

Marvin Miller (Mary Theodore); Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Mork (Betty Lou Klumpp), Ralph Korson and Henry Theodore 

of Northport. Gerald Dechow, Class Advisor and Mrs. Dechow were guests. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 28 Jan 1970. Gerald Kiersey, 733 East 8th Street, failed to stop in assured clear distance, 

accident; find and cost $17.00. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 8 June 1971. Munson Hospital Admissions. Mrs. Gerald Kiersey 733 East Eight Street, 

Traverse City. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 16 Aug 1971. Recovery Inc. to Sponsor a Training Conference Here. A three day 

leadership training conference for medical practitioners, those employed in the area of mental health and the clergy 

will be held at the Holiday Inn August 19-21. Sponsored by Current Recovery, Inc. and the Association of nervous 

and former mental patients, Mrs. Gerald (Karen) Kiersey is group leader of the Traverse City Branch of the 

organization whose headquarters for Northern Michigan in Ludington. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 7 Dec 1972. Door Prize Winners at Traverse Harbor West Bay Shore Drive, Traverse 

City Moto Ski Promotion. Gerald Kiersey, R.4 Box 12, T.C. 
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LOUIS EDWIN ANDERSON, SR. and ELIZABETH HOLTON  
 

Louis Edwin Anderson, Sr. 
Birth  18 Sep 1884 Michigan       

Death 9 Sep 1954 (aged 69)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Andrew Fred Anderson (1857ï1930) and Maret Estensel Bahle (1857ï1950) 
 

Married  9 Oct 1912 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 
           

Elizabeth Holton  

Birth  10 Nov 1890 Michigan 

Death 7 Feb 1922 (aged 31) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  
Parents John Nilson Holton (1856ï1932) and Guri Einarsdotter Hommelstad  (1857ï1951) 
 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711393 and 63711251 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Louis Edwin Anderson, Sr. (18 Sep 1884ï9 Sep 1954) and Elizabeth Holton Anderson (10 Nov 

1890ï7 Feb 1922) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300). Photos by John T. 
 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Omena A Place in Time. In 1911 Louis and his brother Frank built the Omena Pavilion to serve as a focal point for 

the resort cottages and for area residents and operated it and sold it during the Depression. In 1948-1949 the Pavilion 

was converted the Omena Yacht Club. 

Omena A Place in Time. In 1928 or 1929 A. F. Anderson sold the Anderson General Store that he had he and his wife 

Mary Bahle had built in 1883 to his son Louis. Louis also became the Omena Postmaster in 1929 taking over from his 

father who served as Postmaster from 1914-1929. A couple of years later he opened a second store in Northport and 

moved there. Louis served as a long member of the Michigan House of Representatives. The Anderson General Store 

was purchased in 1976 by Sally and David Viskochil artists and converted into the Tamarack Gallery.  
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Suttons Bay Courier 26 May 1932. Louis Edwin Anderson Of Omena Elected Grand Master of Michigan Masons at 

Saginaw Meeting. The eighty-eight annual communication of Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Michigan 

was held at Saginaw May 23, 24 and 25, and Louis E. Anderson of Omena was elected Grand Master for the coming 

year. Mr. Anderson has spent his entire life in his home town, being the owner of a modem Mercantile Establishment 

and is a member of the House of Representatives at Lansing from the Leelanau-Charlevoix District. He is married and 

has four children, is a graduate of Alma College and the University of Wisconsin, a charter member of his Kiwanis 

Club, Northport Blue Lodge No. 265. Manistique Chapter R. A. M. No. 127, Traverse City Council No. 51, Traverse 

City Commander K. TĂ DeWitt Clinton Consistory and Saladin Temple Mystic Shrine of Grand Rapids. Mr. Anderson 

was elected to Grand Lodge office in 1926, and for two years served his home lodge at Northport as its Worshipful 

Master, and also served the same Lodge as its Secretary for six years. He is particularly fitted for the duties and honor 

of his high office in Masonry, and will apply himself to the many requirements that will be made of him throughout 

the state. 

Suttons Bay Courier 28 December 1944. Leelanau County Veterans' Organization. A group of Leelanau County 

citizens met at the Public Library in Suttons Bay on Thursday, Dec. 14, at 8:30 P. M,, tor the purpose of organizing a 

Leelanau County Veteransô Counsel. Mir. Lyle H. Marling, State Field Service man, for Veteransô Affairs, was present 

and explained the organization and work of such county organization. The following officers were elected: Chairman, 

Louis Anderson, Northport; Vice Chairman, Conrad Gronseth, Suttons Bay: Treasurer, Everett C. De Long, Northport; 

Secretary, Gerald Selby, Suttons Bay. Executive Committee: Paul C. Mork, Suttons Bay; Paul Smith, Northport; 

Howard Relncke, Suttons Bay; Fred Roth, Leland; Robert White, Leland. Counsellor: Albert A. Soheck, Leland. 

Leelanau County Times 1 January 1948. George Anderson of Alma College and Eloise Anderson of Milwaukee 

Downer are spending Christmas vacation with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Anderson. 

Leelanau County Times 5 February 1948. Visiting Mr. and Mrs. Louis Anderson over the week end were their 

daughter Eloise and guest of Milwaukee Downer College and George Anderson of Alma College. 

Leelanau County Times 17 June 1948. George Anderson, who attended the University of Michigan this year, is home 

to spend the summer with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Anderson. 
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LOUIS EDWIN ANDERSON, JR. and GLENNA 

VANETTE  SMITH  
 

Louis Edwin Anderson, Jr  
Birth  29 Jul 1913 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 15 Mar 1990 (aged 76) Miami, Dade County, Florida 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Louis Edwin Anderson (1884-1954) and Elizabeth Holten (1890-1920) 
 

Married  5 Jul 1942 Ridgeland, Jasper County, South Carolina 
 

Glenna Vanette Smith 
Birth  25 Nov 1913 Gardiner, Colfax County, New Mexico 

Death 26 Apr 1986 (aged 72) Lake Worth, Palm Beach County, Florida 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents  Robert Emmett Smith (1882-1943) and Olive Harriet Smith (1889-1921)  
 

 
Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711226 and 63711294 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Louis Edwin Anderson, Jr (29 

Jul 1913ï15 Mar 1990) and Glenna S. Smith 

Anderson (25 Nov 1913ï26 Apr 1986) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by John T. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Suttons Bay Courier 29 December 1932. Miss Sophia Smarey entertained the following at a dinner Monday evening: 

Miss Virginia Anderson, of Chicago; Anna OôHandley, of East Leland; and Louis Anderson Jr., of Galesburg, Ill.  

Suttons Bay Courier 24 May 1934. Louis Anderson Jr. Whenever anyone of this district does something worthwhile, 

we take pleasure in announcing the fact. The young man mentioned here is well known here. Three important honors 
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at Knox College at Galesburg, Ill., this week have been awarded to Louis Anderson of Northport Point, Michigan, 

who completes his junior year in June. Mr. Anderson has been selected as business manager of the ñKnox Student", 

the undergraduate weekly newspaper. He has also been made one of the voting members of the Athletic Board of 

Control. This Board has charge of finances, schedule, award of letters, election of student managers of teams, and 

various other matters. The other three members of the board are appointed by the President of the college; one trustee, 

one faculty member, and one alumnus. The Business Manager of the college is ex-officio Secretary -Treasurer of the 

Beard without a vote. In addition to these offices, Mr. Anderson is one of eight men elected to Friars, the Knox 

honorary society for senior men. Friars are selected not for excellence in any particular branch of college activity, but 

rather for all around ability and fellowship. Election of members is upon the basis of general qualities, personal traits, 

leadership, loyalty and devotion to the college. Only those men who have full junior standing in the college are eligible 

to election. 

Suttons Bay Courier 14 June 1934. Mr. Louis Anderson Jr., returned to his home at Omena from Galesburg, Ill., where 

he attended college. 

Suttons Bay Courier 2 January 1936. Mr. Louis Anderson Jr., of Grand Rapids visited at the Smarey home last 

Thursday. The January thaw is a little early this year and we are enjoying balmy weather. 

Suttons Bay Courier 15 October 1936. Mr. Louis Anderson Jr., delightfully entertained the following at the G. 

Anderson cottage on Northport Point, on Wednesday evening: Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hanson, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph 

Jacobson, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Bourdo, and Miss Sophia Smarey. The usual Thursday night dances in the Rufli Hall 

are discontinued for the season. 

Suttons Bay Courier 17 December 1942. We hear that Louis Anderson Jr. arrived safely at his foreign military 

destination. 

Leelanau County Times 25 March 1948. Northport. No assurance was given the people of Northport by Gen. Ralph 

Royce that the state will inaugurate automobile ferry service between this village and Manistique, but he did promise 

that Northportôs bid will be given full and fair consideration when and if the Economic Planning Commission gets 

around to make a study of the proposed project. Representing Gov. Sigler at a mass meeting arranged by the Chamber 

of Commerce, the general public listened attentively to every good and valid reason the people of the county could 

think of why such a link between the two peninsulas of Michigan should be established, and why Northport should be 

its Lower Peninsula terminus. The meeting was attended by about 150 persons, including representatives from nearly 

every township and all of the villages. Representative Louis Anderson told of previous efforts to get legislative action 

for such a ferry line that fell by the wayside when the War started. He also told of the old ferry line which operated 

out of Northport some 40 years ago. Henry Parsons, chairman of the special committee working on the project, 

presided until the arrival of Gen. Royce. 

Clare Sentinel 17 May 1972. A program was presented by Mrs. Louis Anderson, formerly a Girl Guide in Burma, is 

now a teacher in the Montessori School in Midland. 
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OSCAR MARTIN ANDERSON  and FLORENCE A. 

PRESLEY 
 

Oscar Martin Anderson  
Birth  13 Jun 1892 Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 30 Nov 1974 (aged 81) Saginaw, Saginaw County, MI 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  

Plot Back Section 
Parents Andrew F. Anderson (1857-1930) and  

 Maret Estensel Bahle (1857ï1950) 
 

Married  25 Nov 1922 Bay City, Bay County, Michigan 
 

Florence A. Presley 
Birth  22 Oct 1894 Bay City, Bay County, Michigan  

Death 15 Jul 1987 (aged 92) Bay City, Bay County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents William M Presley (1863ï1956) and Anne C Campbell (1865ï1936) 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711281 and 63711430 (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Oscar Martin Anderson (13 Jun 1893ï30 Nov 1974) and  Florence B. Presley Anderson (22 Oct 

1894ï15 Jul 1987) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by John T. 

 

Oscar M. Anderson. Traverse City Record-Eagle 2 December 1974. Oscar M. Anderson, 81, Gaertner Court, Bay 

City, died Nov. 30 at Saginaw General Hospital after a short illness. Born at Omena on June 13, 1893, Mr. Anderson 

had lived in Bay City since 1918. He married the former Florence Presley on November 25, 1922. Mr. Anderson was 

past chairman and member of the Board of the Delta College Board of Trustees; former director of the Peoples 

National Bank and Trust Company, Bay City; chairman of the board of Northern Supply Company, Bay City; and 

owner of Anderson Orchard at Omena. He survived by his wife Florence; a son, Andrew F. of Essexville, a daughter, 
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Mrs. Gilbert (Annette) Deibel of Saginaw; and seven grandchildren. Funeral services were scheduled for 2:30 p.m. at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Bay City, with The Reverend David R. Castrodale officiating. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

Leelanau County Times 8 May 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Anderson of Bay City visited the Frank Andersons of Omena 

last week end. 

Omena A Place in Time page 56. Alfred F. Anderson ñgot to know the family of Maret Bahle, whom he married in 

1883, the same year he built the store in in Omena. They lived above the store for several years before moving into a 

house east of the store, where they raised five sons, Louis E., George C., Frank J., Oscar M. and Carl F. Anderson. 

Omena A Place in Time page 68. Alfred F. and Maret Anderson had boys: Louis, George, Frank, Oscar, and Carl. 

Chris Verdery was a boy in the early 1950s when the Anderson ñboysò were all older men. Chris particularly 

remembered Frank, whom he admired for ñhis overall character. Frank just had a renaissance personality.ò  

(Interview with Chris Verdery July 29, 2000) 

  



 

 

Page 55 

 

CHARLES ANEWISHKE  (1) EMMA ROBINSON  (2) 

SUSAN MARKS 
 

Charles Anewishke, Native American, Private, U.S. Army WW I *  
Birth  21 May 1890 Suttons Bay, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 24 April 1948 (aged 58)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Joseph Anewishke and Lisa Newhouse 

* Army. Unit: Co. "B" 16Th Inf. 1St. Div. Enlistment Date: 27 May 1918 Discharge Date: 26 Aug 1919 
 

Married  19 June 1911 Honor, Benzie County, Michigan 
 

(1) Emma Robinson, Native American 
Birth  1889 

Death 

Burial  
Parents John Robinson 
 

Married  1914 
 

(2) Susan Marks, Native American 
Birth  8 Jan 1889 Kewadin, Antrim County, Michigan 

Death 24 Apr 1935 (aged 46) Acme, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Burial  Kewadin Indian Mission Cemetery Antrim County, Michigan 
Parents Peter Marks and Anna Shawdare 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Charles Anewishke, Pvt. Co B 16 1 Inf. Division, WW I 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63579748 and154587715 

(https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 
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memorial pages for Pvt. Charles Anewishke (21 May 1890ï24 May 1948) and Susan Marks Anewishki (8 Jan 1889ï

24 Apr 1935) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300). 

 

Charles Anewishki. Funeral at Omena ï The funeral of Charles Anewishki, a well-known resident of Northport, 

whose death occurred at his home Friday, was held Tuesday afternoon at the Omena Presbyterian church, The 

Reverend Amos Kagee, of Petoskey officiating. Burial followed in the Omena Cemetery. 

 

WW I Registration Card, June 16, 1917, Solon Township, Leelanau County, Michigan. He ñsaid he did not know he 

had to register, cannot read and was told after registration day that he could not registerò. 

 

Sixteen Little Indians. Sixteen little Indian children from the Omena reservation passed through the city on their 

way to the Indian school at Mt. Pleasant. Some of them had been home on a vacation, but a number were taking their 

first trip away from the place where they had passed their entire lives, and home-sickness struggled with the Indian 

stoicism depicted on their faces. Daily Record 
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CHARLOTTE L. PAUL  and CHARLES WAYASHE  

Charlotte L. Paul, Native American*  
Birth  4 May 1910 Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 14 Oct 1988 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Louis Paul (1885-   ) and Lucy Sands (1890-   ) 
 * Ottawa 

 

Married  5 Nov 1929 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

 

Charles Wayashe, Native American 
Birth  1901 Michigan 

Death 

Burial  
Parents Dan Wayashe and Martha Sha-wan-da-sa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a Grave Memorial No. 63557974, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 25 March 2021), memorial page for 

Charlotte L. Wayashe (4 Mar 1910ï14 Oct 1988), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA. 

Maintained by Honoring Our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). 

Charlotte L. Wayashe. Northport, Charlotte L. Wayashe, 78, died Friday night, October 14th, at Leelanau Memorial 

Hospital Long Term Care in Northport. She was a homemaker and member of the Indian Mission Church in Northport. 

Born March 4, 1910 in Omena, she was the daughter of Louis and Lucy (Sands) Paul. She married Charles Wayashe, 

who precede her in death. She was also preceded in death by a son, Charles Wayashe, and two brothers. Surviving are 

her mother, Lucy Paul of Northport, two daughters, Betty Anderson and Geraldine Conway, both of Grand Rapids; a 

son Tony Wayashe of Chicago, Illinois; a brother, Clifford Paul of Northport; 12 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren 

and three great-grandchildren. Funeral services will be held at 2 PM Monday at the Indian Mission Church Northport. 

The Reverend Alan John will officiate. Burial will be in Omena Hillcrest Cemetery. 

Suttons Bay Courier 15 December 1938. All of which is respectfully submitted. To the Honorable Board of 

Supervisors, Leelanau County, Michigan. Gentlemen: I hereby submit my report in my district for the year ending 

September 30, 1938, as follows: Charles Wayashe $9.00 Medical, Ambulance, Hospital.  
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CARLOTTA SUZAN ANEWISHKI and CHARLES 

WAYASHE, JR. 
 

Carlotta Suzan Anewishki, Native American 
Birth  11 Sep 1959 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 19 Feb 1996 (aged 36) Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Parents Michael Steven Conway (1941  ) and Geraldine Lucy Conway (1942-2013) 

 

Married     

 

Charles Wayashe, Native American 
Birth  1942 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 

Burial  

Parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 63557963 and 63557974, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial page for Carlotta Suzan Anewishki (11 Sep 1959ï19 Feb 1996) and Charlotte L. Wayashe (4 Mar 1910ï14 

Oct 1988) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors 

(contributor 46844300) Photo by J. F. Witkowski. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

Leelanau County Times 4 March 1948. C, D, District Cage Tourney Opened Wed. St. Mary, Isadore, Leland, 

Northport In Opening Games. Northportôs Class C district champions faced off against the Golden Gladiators of St. 

Francis at Traverse City at 9:20, in the final game of the evening. Northportôs cagers expected to see action are Junior 

Flees, Dick Stowe, Harry McSauby, Norman Peterson, Dale Brown, Don Blacken, Raymond Popp, Dick Hansen, 

Charles Wayashe, Henry Ennis, Wayne Kelcherman, Duane Probst, Don Rubele, Clifford Ennis, Ronnie Steele and 

Jerome Dalzell. 

Leelanau County Times 11 March 1948. Northport High School PTA. A free will offering was taken to assist a student. 

Charles Wayashe, whose hand was injured on a saw during a manual training class. 
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Suttons Bay Courier 31 March 1949. The Northport Junior play entitled, óóThreeôs A Crowd", will be presented on 

April 21 and 22, at the Northport school auditorium. It is a farce comedy, set in a fashionable section of a resort town. 

Directed by Mrs. Courtade, the English instructor; assistant director is Janet Hawley, and the cast consists of Charles 

Nelson, Marilyn Peterson, Clara Baumberger, Gerald Putnam, Joan Pulaski, Gerry Popp, Charles Wayashe, Rufus 

Kehl, Charles Husby, Betty Kalchik and Mary Jean Peck. The play is on continuous laugh from beginning to end. 

Come over and see us some time. 
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NORMAN E ARL  ARMSTRONG and ELIZABETH C. 

CRAKER  
 

Norman Earl  Armstrong U.S. Army WW II*  
Birth  20 Jun 1911 Evanston Vanderburg County, Indiana 

Death 21 Apr 1972 (aged 60) Tucson, Pima County 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  
Parents James Henry Armstrong (1869-1926) and Lizabeth W Sugg (1877- ) 
Enlistment Date: 1924 & 25 Mar 1942. Discharge; 3 Sep 1945 Branch Immaterial - Warrant Officers 
 

Married  1943 Santa Barbara, California 
 

Elizabeth ñBettyò C. Craker  
Birth  15 Dec 1919 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 3 Feb 2012 (aged 92) Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Row 4, Grave 3 
Parents George Leonard Craker (1889-1970) and Anna Jane Baxter (1888-1982) 

 

 
Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711455 and 116717914 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 08 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Norman E. Armstrong (20 Jun 1911ïApr 1972) and  Elizabeth Craker Armstrong (15 Dec 1919ï

3 Feb 2012) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photos by J. F. Witkowski. 

 

Norman E. Armstrong. Traverse City Record-Eagle 26 April 1972. Norman E. Armstrong, age 60, of Omena passed 

away Friday [April 21] in Tucson Arizona after a short illness. Surviving are his wife Elizabeth Craker Armstrong; 

two daughters, Diana Armstrong of San Francisco and Mrs. Barbara Du Pasquier of Marseilles, France; two brothers, 

Edward of Texas and James of Ohio; three sisters, Mrs. Milton Benson of Ohio, Mrs. Jess Harden of Texas and Mrs. 

Franklin Meyers of Wisconsin; and two grandchildren. Mr. Armstrong was born June 20, 1911 in Evanston Indiana, 

the son of Mr. And Mrs. James Armstrong. In 1943 he was married in Santa Barbara, California, to Elizabeth Craker. 

Mr. Armstrong was a member of the Omena Presbyterian Church, the Madison Wisconsin Elks Lodge and the West 

Side Business Club. He was a veteran of World War II and served in the U.S. Army European Theatre. He was a 

resident of Madison, Wisconsin for 30 years and had lived in Omena for two years. He was owner and operator of a 

restaurant and formerly was with the Howard Johnson chain. Funeral services were held today at the Martinson 
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Funeral Home in Traverse City with The Reverend Donald Ferguson officiating. Interment will be in the Omena 

Cemetery. 

 

Newspaper Snippets  
 

Leelanau County Times 26 August 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Norman Armstrong (Betty Craker) and family of Brownsville, 

Texas are spending several weeks with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Craker of Omena. 
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MARY HELEN ñMHò AYARS and JOHN HENRY RAY  
 

Mary Helen ñMHò Ayars  
Birth  18 Nov 1936 Evanston, Cook County, Illinois 

Death 23 Sep 2017 (aged 80) Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Stewart Vowell Ayars (1894-1961) and Ruth Alice Marshall (1897-?)  
 

Married  4 Dec 1959 Evanston, Cook County, Illinois 
 

John Henry Ray, Jr. 

Birth  

Death 

Burial  

Parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave 

Memorial No. 184053420 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 22 November 2019) memorial page for Mary Helen 

ñMHò Ayars Ray (18 Nov 1936ï23 Sep 2017) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Renee Schneider (contributor 47824576) Photos by Mark Smith. 

 

Mary Helen Ayars Ray. Chicago Tribune 5 October 2017. Mary Helen Ayars Ray ("MH" to close friends and 

family), 80, of Wilmette, IL and Omena, MI passed away Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017 at Butterworth Hospital in Grand 

Rapids from complications due to a stroke. Mary Helen was born Nov. 18, 1936 in Evanston, IL, the daughter of 

Stewart Vowell Ayars and Ruth (Marshall) Ayars. She spent every summer of her life in her favorite place on earth, 

Omena, MI at their family cottage. As a child, she enjoyed racing Penguin sailboats on Omena Bay and playing 

amongst the cherry orchards with friends who remained dear to her throughout her life. She attended Roycemore 

School (K-12) in Evanston, IL and was valedictorian of her high school class. Mary Helen graduated from Denison 

University in Granville, OH in 1958. At Denison, she earned the honor of Mortar Board and was a member of Kappa 

Alpha Theta Fraternity, remaining strongly involved her entire life. On Dec. 19, 1959 in Evanston, IL she married her 

loving husband, John Henry Ray, who survives. John and Mary Helen met at the Harris Bank in Chicago where she 

worked in trust investments. After marriage, she taught fifth grade in Lake Forest, IL. They were loving, involved 

parents of three children. Mary Helen volunteered her time to her children's schools and activities, never missing a 

child's recital, Boy Scout event or performance. She devoted her life to her children, always encouraging them to reach 
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their full potential, while providing an excellent example of a loving marriage. Mary Helen had a gift for reaching out 

to others, always including those who may have fallen on difficult times. She loved her family and always wanted to 

be a "fly on the wall" at every event, never missing a chance to make a new friend. Preservation of the woods she 

loved so much in Omena, MI was her legacy. She was one of a small group who created the Omena Woods 

Association, which has protected 135 acres of land from future development insuring this unique and beautiful place 

will remain unspoiled for generations to come. Mary Helen is survived by her devoted husband of fifty-seven years, 

John; her three children, Kevin Stewart (Karis) Ray, Michael John (Samantha) Ray, Linda Ruth (Mike) McKenzie; 

her grandchildren, Meghan, Elizabeth and Hannah Ray, Tatum Ray, Jack, Emily, Owen and Henry McKenzie; and 

her niece, Nancy Linn Goodman. She was preceded in death by her parents, by her sister Alice Ayars (John) Linn, 

and her nephew, Jeffrey Linn. Family graveside services at the Omena Hillcrest Cemetery, Omena, MI have been 

held. A celebration of Mary Helen's life will be held in Wilmette, IL on Saturday, November 4th at 3PM at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Wilmette. Another celebration in Omena, MI in July 2018 will be announced at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the Omena Woods Association, P.O. Box 55, Omena, MI 49674. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

 

Leelanau County Times 31 July 1947. Miss Judy Barnes, a guest of Miss Mary Helen Ayars will be on Omena Pointe 

for several weeks. The two girls are classmates at Roycemore School in Evanston. Miss Veva Jane Hegrew arrived 

Monday night for a short vacation as the guest of Miss Alice Ayars. 

Omena A Place In Time, 2003, page 66-67. The Ayars family shopped most of the time at [Paul R.] Barthôs [General 

Merchandise] store when they were at their cottage in the summer, and Mary Helen remembered his many kindnesses 

to people during World War II. ñMy mother would be surprised when she got home to find a bag of sugar or a Hershey 

bar or something like that in her groceries that she hadnôt orderedò. 

Omena A Place In Time, 2003, page 112. For Mary Marshall Ayars, it took becoming a mother herself to realize the 

lengths that her own mother, Ruth Marshall Ayars, went just to spend a few more days in the north. ñWe always got 

our school clothes up here in Millikens, and our shoes at Gronsethôs,ò said Mary Helen. This happened every year, 

ñbasically because my mother didnôt want to go back to the city until the very last minute.  I look back on it now and 

I realize that I pull the same stunts on my children.ò (Interview with Mary Helen Ayars Ray, July 1999) 

Omena A Place In Time, 2003, page 229. Many of the summer activities which cottagers of the 1920s and 1930s 

remember ceased during World War II, mostly for the simple reason that there were fewer people around to inhabit 

each cottage cluster. ñThe war had a tremendous effect on the areaò, remembered Mary Helen Ayres Ray, one of the 

few children whose family ventured north during those quiet years both before and during the war. ñAs youngsters 

we would go for walksò, she said ñand we would see all those empty closed up houses.ò Her own family ñscrimped 

all year long and coasted down hills to save gas so that we could make that one trip. Then my father could go back 

and forth on the train to Traverse City. It was just all very exciting.ò (Interview with Mary Helen Ayars Ray, July 

1999) 

Omena Timelines 2018 Edition page 25. Mary Helen Ayars Ray.1936 ï 2017. Mary Helen, known to many as "MH", 

came to Omena as an infant when her parents purchased a historic home in 1937. She returned with her family every 

summer and enjoyed the activities of the Omena Traverse Yacht Club, the Omena Woods Association and the Omena 

Historical Society. She was central to the development and expansion of all three organizations until her unexpected 

death on September 23, 2017. Her marriage in 1959 to John Ray was one focused on Omena and a mutual love of 

family, friends and travel. Between them, they had three children and eight grandchildren. 
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WILLIAM EDWARD BADER   
 

William Edward Bader, Specialist First Class, US Army, Vietnam 

Dfc Bsm Arcom  
Birth  13 Nov 1946 Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Death 24 Jun 1968 (aged 21) Vietnam* 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Earl W. Bader (1925ï2007) and Marjorie Olene Egeler (1919ï1997) 

*Killed in helicopter crash near Hue, South Vietnam after it was shot down during 

combat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a Grave Memorial No. 21275407 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 17 September 2020) memorial page 

for William Edward Bader (13 Nov 1946ï24 Jun 1968), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, 

Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). Photos by J. F Witkowski. 

 

William E. Bader. Traverse City Record-Eagle 3 July 1968. Rites Friday for Soldier. Funeral services for SP/5 

William E. Bader, who was killed in action June 25 in Vietnam, will be held Friday at 2 p.m. at the Omena Presbyterian 

Church with The Reverend Lloyd Brasure officiating. Military graveside services will be held at the Omena Cemetery. 

Bader was born November 13, 1946 in Traverse City and attended schools in Suttons Bay. He volunteered for the 

Armyôs 101st Airborne Division and had served in Vietnam since December. Surviving are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Earl Bader, former Suttons Bay residents now living in Grand Rapids; one sister, Mrs. Williams Marjorie (Lee) Gilbert 

of Denver Colorado; one brother, Robert Bader of Grand Rapids; grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Egeler, Sr. of 

Omena, Mr. and Mrs. William Bader of Carney, and Mr. and Mrs. Emory Smith of Grand Rapids; two nieces; and 

several aunts, uncles and cousins. The body was accompanied from Vietnam by Corporal Perry Best of Suttons Bay. 

An honorary guard from Fort Benjamin Harrison will be at the Ray Martinson Funeral Home in Suttons Bay Thursday 

evening. The body will be at the funeral home until Friday noon. 

The Virtual Wall, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington D.C. William Edward Bader, Specialist Five, Suttons 

Bay, Michigan, November 13, 1946 to June 24, 1968.HHB, DIV ARTY, 101ST ABN DIV, USARV, Army of the 

United States Wall Panel W55, Line 25. 

Omena A Place in Time page 88. Claude and Norma Craker cared for the church buildings for many years with Bob 

Craker's help. Norma supplied flowers each Sunday from her garden. Some years Claude had assistance with mowing 

and trimming the grounds, including that of a grandson of Ed Egeler, Billy Bader, who later died serving in the 

Vietnam War.  
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ALVINA RUBY COBB  and ANTON BAILEY  
 

Alvina Ruby Cobb, Native American 
Birth  24 May 1937 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 14 Jan 2010 (aged 72) Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents:  James J. Cobb (1884-1941) and Carrie S. Frank (1899-) 

 

Married  30 July 1955 

 

Anton Bailey, Native American* 
Birth  17 Apr 1919 Michigan 

Death 5 Nov 1983 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Unknown 
Parents Robert C. Bailey (1886-1979) and Catherine Madagame (1886-1960) 
*Great grandson of Chief John Waukazoo of Waukazooville (now Northport) 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 65976963 (https://www.findagrave.com accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page for 

Alvina Ruby Cobb Bailey (24 May 1937ï14 Jan 2010) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained by Sharon Cartwright (contributor 47085562) 

 

Alvina Cobb Bailey loved going to the casino, playing bingo, euchre and slots. She also loved dancing and going to 

garage sales. She loved 50's & 60's country music and NASCAR. She was active in the Grand Traverse Band of 

Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, going to eldersô dinners, Pow Wows, and serving many years on the Elders Advisory 

Board. She is survived by her fiancé Richard Harp; daughters, Donna (Bob) Day, Peggy Van Fraley, Sandra (Bill) 

Turner, Lori Bailey and adopted daughter Connie Two Crow and sister Frieda Chippewa. She was also preceded in 

death by her siblings Mary Ann, Ruben, Isabelle, Ivan, Willard and Melvin and. parents: James and Carrie (Mathias) 

Cobb. 
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HENRY BAILEY  
 

Henry Bailey  
Birth  1897  

Death 2 Sep 1899 (aged 1ï2)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents: James Bailey (1866-1928) and Ella Ostia (1864-1917) 

Henry was only 18 months when he passed from diarrhea. His brother John passed Sept 9, 1899. 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 103705380 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page 

for Henry Bailey (1897ï2 Sep 1899), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained 

by Trish (contributor 47108961) 
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JOHN BAILEY  
 

John Bailey, Native American 
Birth  1899  

Death 9 Sep 1899 (aged lessïthan 1 year)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents: James Baily (1866-1928) and Ella Ostia (1864-1917) 

John was only 9 months old when he passed from dysentery. His brother, Henry, passed on 2 Sept 1899 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 103705273 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page 

for John Bailey (1899ï9 Sep 1899) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained 

by Trish (contributor 47108961). 
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JAMES CLIFFORD BALDWIN  and DONNA MAE KNORR  
 

James Clifford ñSonnyò Baldwin  
Birth  13 Aug 1933 Walnut Ridge, Lawrence County, Arkansas 

Death 28 Jan 2013 (aged 79) South Carolina 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents William J. Baldwin? 

Note James Clifford Baldwin is also shown on a gravestone with Donna Mae Knorr Baldwin in the Suttons 

 Bay Township Cemetery (see below) 

 

Married   1959 
 

Donna Mae Knorr 
Birth  20 Oct 1932 Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 

Death 11 Nov 2013 (aged 81) Leland, Leelanau County, Michigan  

Burial  Suttons Bay Township Cemetery, Suttons Bay, Leelanau County, MI  

Parents George E. Knorr (1906-1992) and Elizabeth Welker (1903-1967) 

 

 
MARRIED FOR 54 YEARS 

WE ARE WITH JESUS WHO ART IN HEAVEN 

SAVED BY GRACE, THROUGH FAITH, NOT OF OURSELVES  

MATTHEW 6: 9-12  EPHESIANS 2: 8 

KEEP THE FAITH BABY 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 184182832 and 120467016 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019) 

memorial pages for James Clifford ñJimò Baldwin (1933ï2013) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, 
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Michigan and Donna Mae Knorr Baldwin (20 Oct 1932ï11 Nov 2013). Maintained by Honoring Our Ancestors 

(contributor 46844300). Photo by Jim Ellickson Sept. 2020. 

 

James C. Baldwin. James C. Baldwin (Sonny) was born in Walnut Ridge, Ark., on Aug. 13, 1933, went home to be 

with our heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, on Jan. 28, 2013. Jim moved to the Detroit area as a young man and 

established himself as an honest and forthright builder and developer in Rochester for over 40 years. He also managed 

the familyôs medicine company, Knorrôs Green Drops, for many years. He served as president of the Republican Club 

of Oakland County, chairman of the Board of Review for Avon Township and held many other leadership positions 

throughout his career. The friendships that he made with other businessmen in the Rochester area were very important 

to him and gave him many great memories and joy. The most important leadership position Jim held was for his 

family. He was a good provider and teacher who loved The Lord. He continually emphasized the importance of being 

honest and having what he called ñsticktuitivnessò with his children and grandchildren. Jim will be remembered as a 

man of his word. He helped many people throughout his life. He blessed everyone he met with his humor and jokes 

and shared Christôs love with so many. Jim was a Michigan Wolverines fan and he will be remembered by many for 

his wit and banter with rival sports fans. Jim was preceded in death by his daughter, Susan (Baldwin) Gillett and her 

husband, Curt Gillett. Jim is survived by the love of his life for 54 years, Donna Mae (Knorr) Baldwin; daughter, Lisa 

Baldwin and her son, Naji Baldwin-Shahin; son, Richard Baldwin and his wife, Michelle (Atkinson) Baldwin and 

their children, Kyle, Davis and Lucy Baldwin; Calvin and Jamie Gillett, sons of Susan and Curt Gillett; and sister, 

Betty Hill. A graveside service was held on Saturday, May 18, 2013, at noon, at Omena Hillcrest Cemetery, followed 

by a celebration of Jimôs life with family and friends. (Bio contributed by Reena Parkey King-Ancestry.com) 

 

Donna Mae Baldwin.Traverse City Record-Eagle. Donna Mae Baldwin (nicknamed Sweetie Pie) born in Detroit, 

MI, on October 20, 1932; went home to be with our heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, and her dear husband, 

James Baldwin, on November 11, 2013. Donna was born and raised in Michigan and lived a good part of her life in 

the same Rochester neighborhood where her husband and she raised their children. She and Jim retired in South 

Carolina and Florida. She was a school teacher prior to having children, and then she was a stay home mom. She 

received her education at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI and the University of Miami in Miami, FL. 

She loved to teach children, especially her own. She especially loved the English language and once wrote a letter to 

the editor expressing the correct definition of "kids." She commented that "kids," as defined in the dictionary, are baby 

goats, not children. The beautiful characteristics of Donna were her love and affection for her family and her zest for 

adventure. She loved to swim, sail, ride horses, travel, read, plant flowers, and much more. Her sense of humor enabled 

her through the hard times of life and she blessed her family and friends with her cute expressions, such as, "Keep the 

faith, baby!" She kept the faith herself even into her last days on this earth. Although she struggled with her illness, 

she lovingly would care for others and would ask, "Are you okay? Keep the faith, baby." Donna will be remembered 

by the love and affectionate she gave through all the good and hard times of life. She loved Jesus and God and looked 

forward to being with Him and her husband, Jim. They were married 54 years. She now rests in peace there. Donna 

was preceded in death by her husband, James Baldwin; and daughter, Susan (Baldwin) Gillett; and her husband, Curt 

Gillett. Donna is survived by her daughter, Lisa Baldwin and her son, Naji Baldwin-Shahin; son, Richard Baldwin 

and his wife, Michelle (Atkinson) Baldwin and their children, Kyle, Davis and Lucy Baldwin; Calvin and Jamie 

Gillett, sons of Susan and Curt Gillett; and brother, Ed Knorr. A Memorial Service was held on November 17, 2013 

and Burial took place at the Suttons Bay Township Cemetery. (Contributed by Reena Parkey King)  
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CLARIBEL RUFLI  and STANLEY M. BANONIS 
 

Claribel Rufli  
Birth  6 Nov 1917 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 3 May 2011 (aged 93) Utica, Macomb County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  

Plot Back Section 
Parents Royal Howard Rufli (1890ï1970) and Mary J. Mooney (1890ï1988) 
 

Married  20 Sep 1947 Redford Township, Wayne County, Michigan 
 

Stanley Mathews Banonis 
Born 1 Feb 1914 Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 

Death 27 Oct 1986 Sterling Heights, Macomb County, Michigan 

Burial  
Parents Steven Banonis (1874-1949) and Agatha Budrevicius (1875-1946) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 69865958, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 24 November 2019), memorial page 

for Claribel Rufli Banonis (6 Nov 1917ï3 May 2011), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained by Sharon Cartwright (contributor 47085562). Photo by J. F. Witkowski.   
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MARY E. BARTLETT  (1) FRANK REXFORD  (2) JOSEPHUS F. 

KIERSEY  
 

Mary Elvira Bartlett  
Birth   7 Aug 1861 Altona, Clinton County, New York 

Death  20 Dec 1934 (aged 73) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial   Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Alphonsus Bartlett (1823-1908) and Emily Elvira Barxter (1836-1902)  
 

(1) Married  June 14, 1885 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 
 

Dr. Frank Rexford  
Birth  1857 Michigan 

Death 11 Nov 1896* (aged 38ï39) Leelanau Twp., Leelanau County, MI 

Burial   Burial details unknown 
Parents William Henry Rexford (1831-  ) and  Burtheya Rexford (1833-   )  
*Died due to appendicitis. He was a veterinary surgeon. 

 

(2) Married  25 Dec 1897 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
 

Josephus Flavius Kiersey 
Birth  17 Apr 1852 Mahaska County, Iowa 

Death 5 Jan 1932 (aged 79) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial   Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Francis Bartholomew Kiersey (1798-1887) and Mary Ann Rice (1824-1923) 

   

 
 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63581744, 191281819 and 63581738 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 27 

October 2019), memorial pages for Mary E. Bartlett Kiersey (7 Aug 1861ï20 Dec 1934), Dr. Frank Rexford (1857ï

11 Nov 1896) and Josephus Flavius Kiersey (17 Apr 1852ï5 Jan 1932) Maintained and photo by Celeste (contributor 

46927489)  

 

Flavius Josephus Kiersey. Suttons Bay Courier 7 January 1932. Omena Pioneer Called. ñIt is all over, all over, Thee 

conflict is past. The struggle so long, is ended at last.ò Flavius Josephus Kiersey was born in Clinton County, Iowa, 

April 17, 1852. Northport Leader 1932. Coming to Omena, Michigan, Nov. 1881, making his home here since that 

time. On Dec. 25, 1897, he was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary Bartlett Rexford. After a long illness he passed away 
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at his home Jan. 5, 1932, leaving to mourn his wife, two sons, Lawrence Kiersey, Lansing, Mich., Donald Kiersey, 

Omena, Michigan, one step-daughter, Mrs. Maude Sweet, Lansing, Michigan, four grandchildren, Denver, Donald 

Jr., Hugh and Robert Kiersey, and three sisters, Mrs. Amanda Wilson, Baker, Oregon, Mrs. Anna Sprague, Portland, 

Oregon, and Mrs. Emily Holcome, New Bridge, Oregon. Funeral services were held Thursday in the Omena 

Congregational Church, The Reverend C. F. Badder officiated, and interment was in the Omena Cemetery. 

 

Mary Bartlett Rexford Kiersey.  Suttons Bay Courier 27 December 1934. Mrs. Mary Kiersey. Mrs. Mary Bartlett 

Rexford Kiersey was born at Altona, New York, Aug. 7. 1861. She came to Northport when about nine years of age. 

She was married to Mr. Frank Rexford June 14, 1883, who passed away on Nov. 11, 1895. To that union was born 

one daughter. On Dec. 25, 1897, she was married to Mr. Flavius J. Kiersey, who preceded her in death Jan. 5, 1932. 

She passed away at the home of her son, Dec. 20, 1934, leaving to mourn, one daughter, Mrs. Maude Sweet of Lansing; 

two sons, Mr. Lawrence Kiersey of Lansing, and Mr. Donald Kiersey of Omena; eight grandchildren; one great 

grandchild; two sisters; and two brothers. Services were held in the First Congregational Church at Northport, The 

Reverend C. W. Punter, officiating. Interment was in the Omena Cemetery. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

Leelanau Enterprise 18 June 1885. Dr. Rexford and Miss Mary Bartlett of Northport, were married at that place on 

Sunday, last, by The Reverend S. Steele. 

Leelanau Enterprise 28 August 1890. I hear that society at Omena is considerably torn up over the action of a 

prominent farmer who excommunicated a daughter from the family circle because she accompanied a certain young 

gentleman to the Fourth of July dance. The ruckus being a family affair would find no place in these columns were it 

not for the fact that the father made the matter notoriously public by the course he took to bring the girl to time. Since 

her expulsion from home she has been at work at the Omena resort. As the story goes, her mother notified her a short 

time ago that she could have her clothing if she would go after it. Accordingly she drove to the family residence one 

evening after finishing her work, in company with a young gentleman. She found the house open, and the folks all 

abed and asleep. Not wishing to disturb them she took her clothes quietly and returned to the hotel. The next day the 

irate father is said to have visited Squire McLean for the purpose of procuring a warrant for the arrest of the young 

lady on a charge of larceny, she being accused of stealing her own clothing. Josephus Kiersey, Constable and Drain 

Commissioner, was delegated the unpleasant task of notifying the young lady to return the clothes, and return them 

she did. 

Suttons Bay Courier 22 June 1922. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Tatch, Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Joynt and Mr. and Mrs. Kiersey 

were guests of Mr. Chas. Joyntôs Sunday. 

Suttons Bay Courier 13 August 1931. Mr. and Mrs. Perry Smith and sons Arthur and Loren, and four children of 

Pontiac were visitors at the Kiersey home last Friday and Saturday. They returned to Pontiac Sunday, stopping at 

Traverse City to visit Mrs. Smith's sisters. Mesdames Anna and Mattie Litney. 

Suttons Bay Courier 3 December 1931. Mr. Joseph Kiersey is on the sick list again. 

Suttons Bay Courier 24 September 1931. Mr. Joe Kiersey is under the doctor's care, having a slight stroke of paralysis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Swanson of Good Harbor called on Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kiersey last Saturday. 

Suttons Bay Courier 14 January 1932. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kiersey and Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Sweet of Lansing 

returned to their home Sunday after attending the funeral of their father, F. J. Kiersey, which was held at Omena last 

Thursday. 

Omena A Place in Time page 84. The Congregational Church's decline proved steady, and its ministry ceased in 

1931. The last Sunday worship service was March 28, 1931. The final service, held in the church on January 9, 

1932, was a funeral for Josephus Kiersey, a charter member. 

The former Congregational Church still stands east of the Presbyterian Church at the corner of Isthmus Road and 

Lake Street. It later became a part of the Omena Inn, then served for several years as an assisted living home, called 

Omena House.  
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LOREN B. BENSLEY, Jr. and JOAN P. COWELL  
 

Loren Bernard ñLarryò Bensley, Jr.  
Birth  6 Apr 1935 Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan  

Death 21 Nov 2016 (aged 81) Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Loren Benard Bensley (1900ï1969) and Dorothy H. Holliday (1898ï1969) 
 

Married  9 Aug 1958 Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 
 

Joan ñJoeyò Porter Cowell 
Birth  14 Aug 1939 Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County, Michigan 

Death 

Burial  
Parents Wayne Galloway Cowell (1906-1981) and Geraldine Lucille Porter (1907-2004) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 173092633 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 06 November 2019), memorial page 

for Loren B. Bensley (6 Apr 1935ï21 Nov 2016) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Craig W. Lidtke (contributor 46857104). Additions by Thomas A. Thomas (contributor 48692085) 

2019. 

 

Loren B. Bensley, Jr.  Loren B. Bensley, 81, of Omena, passed away Monday, Nov. 21, 2016, at his home surrounded 

by his loving family. Loren was born in Traverse City on April 6, 1935 to Loren and Dorothy Holliday Bensley. The 

most important part of Loren's life was his immediate family. He took great pride in the successes and 

accomplishments of his children and grandchildren and he and his wife supported them in all their endeavors. Loren's 

greatest wish in life was to be a good husband, father and teacher. The major influence in his life was his wife and 

best friend, Joey, whom he married in 1958. Her understanding, encouragement and love played a major role in who 

he was and what he accomplished. Loren graduated from Traverse City Central High School and Central Michigan 

University. He went on to receive a Master of Science from Southern Illinois University and a Doctor of Education 

from Boston University. He began his career as a high school teacher and track coach in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

After three years, he returned to Michigan and became a faculty member at Central Michigan University where he 

taught Health Education and Health Science for 33 years. During that time, he was a recipient of the University's 

prestigious Teaching Excellence Award. He was also a consultant to the Netherlands, where he helped establish a 

program for health care providers. In addition, he conducted research in England and Scotland. In 1976, the family 

lived in Germany and Crete, where he taught college courses to military personnel as part of a master's degree program 

offered by Ball State University. Loren took a genuine interest in others and loved family gatherings and being with 

friends. He was also an avid reader of local and World War II history. His favorite hobby was spending time in their 

barn working with wood. He and his wife spent many wonderful times restoring the Craker farm, one of the oldest 

houses in Omena. He was a kind person and was appreciative for all God had provided for him throughout his life. 

Loren is survived by his wife, Joan "Joey" Cowell Bensley; his four children, Jim (Mary Kay) Bensley, Bob (Kathy) 
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Bensley, Karie Bensley (Rich) Roman, and Bill (Monique Berry) Bensley; his 11 grandchildren; sister, Jane Linden; 

and his dog, Duke. Loren was preceded in death by his parents; and his siblings, Jack Bensley and Nancy Sleder. 

Funeral services were held on Saturday, Nov. 26, at 10:30 a.m. at the Omena Presbyterian Church. Burial took place 

at the Omena Hillcrest Cemetery. 

 

Newspaper Snippets  

 
Traverse City Record-Eagle 4 June 1948. Contestants For Cherry Queenôs Crown. Five girls who will compete for 

the title of Miss Traverse City and Northportôs entry in the regional finals contest to select the queen of the 1948 

National Cherry Festival are pictured above. In the top row, from left to right, are Doris Moore of R.3, a Central High 

School graduate who is now employed at the Traverse City State Bank; Pat Foote, 18-year-old daughter of Mr. And 

Mrs. Ray Smith of 318 Fifth, 1948 graduate of Central High School who has accepted a position in the school 

superintendentôs office; Nancy Bensley, 18, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Loren Bensley of 501 Seventh, a 1948 graduate 

of Central High School who is being sponsored by the Child Study Club. Bottom Row. Left to right, are Karen 

Domarus, brunette 17-year-old daughter of Mrs. Florence Domarus of 213 Franklin, who graduated from Central High 

School this week and who is now employed at the Michigan Bell Telephone Company; Jeanne Eltniear, 19, daughter 

of Mr. And Mrs. Clinton Eltniear of West Bay Road, a Central graduate in 1946 who is employed at Michigan Bell; 

and Kay Craker, blonde 17-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Craker, who is Northportôs representative of 

the queenôs event. Miss Craker, who graduated from Northport High School this year, is being sponsored in the finals 

contest by the Northport Chamber of Commerce. 

Clare Sentinel 25 June 1954. Athlete List Keeps Growing. Ten more outstanding Michigan High School athletes have 

made application for admission to Central Michigan College. Among those making application are: Dick Kautz and 

Tony Fonte, Detroit; Jim Brussow, and Dick Graft, Saginaw; Glen Albrant, Flint; Loren Bensley, Traverse City;- 

Lewis Fenton, Pinconning; Blaine Timmer, Holland; Bill Dalton, Mancelona; and Ron Finkbinder, Sebewaing.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 31 March 1956. CMC Students Vacation. On Vacation from their studies at Central 

Michigan College, Mount Pleasant are: Loren Bensley. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 3 February 1959. The Traverse City Commission accepted with ñregretò the resignation 

of Loren Bensley from the Board of Review. Bensley, referring to his recent appointment as business director of Grand 

Traverse Medical Care Facility, said in his resignation, ñThe duties I have assumed will need my full attentionò. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 10 July 1962. Munson, Region In The News. Munson Hospital and the Grand Traverse 

Region made headlines in medical and hospital publications during May, June and July. A feature article with pictures 

in the July issue of Hospital Topics described the program of rehabilitation and home-care and the cooperation between 

Munson Hospital and Grand Traverse County Medical Facility. The article contained interviews and comments from 

Dr. F. G. Swartz, medical care facility medical director; Loren B. Bensley, medical care facility business administrator; 

and A. Kent Schafer, Munson Hospital administrator. 

Shepherd Argus 25 March 1964. Safety Council To Sponsor Safety Pictures. Once again the Isabella County Safety 

Council in cooperation with Radio Station WCEN and Giant Super Market is sponsoring a Safety Picture Contest. 

The contest is open to all boys and girls of the Central Michigan area, of elementary school age-kindergarten through 

sixth grade. Safety pictures with an appropriate safety slogan, may be done in crayons, paints, pencil, etc. A committee 

of judges chosen by Mr. Loren Bensley an Instructor in the Health and Safety Department of Central Michigan 

University, will select the winning pictures. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 22 May 1964. WSCS Hears Singers. The Castro Singers of Uruguay presented a program 

of native music and dances at the annual luncheon meeting of the Womenôs Society of Christian Service of Central 

Methodist Church held Thursday at 12:30. The singers, who have been appearing in Traverse City under the 

sponsorship of the Council of Churchôs Youth Understanding Program, were featured. At the business portion of the 

meeting Circle Chairmen installed were: Martha, Mrs. Glen MacEachran; Esther, Mrs. Ormond Dan ford; Ruth, Mrs. 

Loren Bensley; Service, Mrs. Walt Thompson; Mary (formerly Nursery), Mrs. Frank Hagerty; and Wesleyan Service 

Guild, Mrs. Ed Grassa. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 12 November 1964. Local Officials to Welfare Conference. Detroit. The moral 

implications of poverty in the midst of Michiganôs present prosperous economic condition will be the first subject for 

discussion when the three-day annual Conference of the Michigan Welfare League opens next Wednesday. Those 

attending will include Loren Bensley, business administrator at the Medical Care Facility. 
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Osceola County Herald, 18 January 1968. Registration Scheduled For Tuesday At RCHS. Registration is scheduled 

for Tuesday, January 2.7, at 7:00 p.m. in the Reed City High School for two university credit courses offered by the 

Central Michigan University Off Campus Education office. Education 427, Reading in the Elementary School, will 

be taught by Mrs. Donna Denslow of Evart. A graduate course, Health Education 529, Safety Education, will be taught 

by Loren Bensley, CMU Assistant Professor Health Education. The course earns two hours graduate credit and 

emphasizes for teachers and administrators the importance of safety in the school and at home.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 8 September 1968. Trverse City Kiwanis Cub Membership List. Loren Bensley. Meets 

at 12:10 Mondays at Shields 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 25 March 1970. Rotary Hears Dr. Bensley. Sex education for the young should come 

from the home, the church and the schools, Rotary Cub members were told here Tuesday by a Traverse City native 

who is now a professor at Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant. Dr. Loren Bensley, Jr., asissant professor 

of health education at CMu, offered his views in candid fashion in a talk on the topic ñSex Educationò at the service 

clubôs luncheon meeting at the Park Place Motor Inn. Dr. Bensley, a Traverse City Central High School graduate who 

did his undergraduate work at CMU, received his Masterôs Degree at tSouthern Illinois University and last year his 

doctorate at Boston University, reviewed what he termed antiquated educational and teaching methods, discussed the 

new morality, and then suggested that ñto develop sexual attitudes of the young, the responsibility rests with the 

schools.ò He urged consideration be given a K-12 program, with particular emphsis at the 8th and 10th grade levels, 

and that the program be set up to ñprovide youth with frank answers to frank questions.ò He concluded his talk with 

a plea to parents to consider such programs and support them in the schools. Bill Kildee served as program chairman. 

Clare Sentinel 14 October 1970. CMU Homecoming Set For October 17. Mt. Pleasant. The spotlight will be on the; 

graduating classes of 1956, 1958 and 1961 during the Central Michigan University homecoming weekend October 

16-18. The homecoming game will pit the CMU Chippewas against the Leathernecks of Western. Illinois University 

with game time at 2 p.m. Class members will join other alumni at a post-game 5th Quarter Happy Hour at the Hotel 

Chieftain. The alumni reunion committee for the classes of 1956, 1958 and 1961 is comprised of graduates making 

their homes in the Mt. Pleasant area. Arrangements are being handled by: Beverly (Elson) Feight, L. Robert Bannett, 

Sam Pishos, Loren Bensley, Jr., Dean Kreiner, Marilyn (Burkhardt) Barry, Sam Brannan, Robert Lippert, William 

Odykirk, Nan (Cronin) Allen, Joe Epple, Kent Gray, Kay (Bredienstein) Harris, Jack Harkins and Al Sommerville.  

Traverse City Record-Eagle 10 December 1974. Contributions to College Accepted. The Northwestern Michigan 

College Board of Trustees, in a regular session Monday night accepted contributions to the College totaling $634.50. 

The gifts were designated for library memorials for Dorothy C. Hall and Lila Wilkenson. Donors included Mr. and 

Mrs. Loren B. Bensley, Jr. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle18 June 1977. Rolling Back The Clock. For the Week of June 18-24 30 Years Ago. 

Gordon Parr turned in the low gross score for the day (71) in the bogey tournament at Traverse City Golf and Country 

Club. Winners in tourney play were Bud Hicks, Herman Gustley, Loren Bensley, Bill Kleis, Dutch Spierling, Bill 

Smith, Bob Hockstad, Leroy Robins, and Dr. Sam Laubach. 

Clare Sentinel 10 November 1982. Parents Without Partners are holding their meeting November 19 at 7:45 p.m. 

upstairs at the Moose Lodge in Mt. Pleasant. At 8:15 p.m. Dr. Loren Bensley of CMU will speak on ñCoping With 

the Loss of a Loved Oneò. Orientation and afterglow following. Open to all single parents.  

Marquis Who's Who, 1982. Loren B. Bensley, Jr.: Leaders in Education. Fifth edition. New York: R.R. Bowker, 1974, 

Who's Who in the Midwest. 18th edition, 1982-1983. Wilmette, IL. 

OHS Timelines Å FALL, 2007. Omena Breakfast Society - Six Years Old! By Dick Kennedy. Who are those guys who 

gather each Friday morning at the Village Inn and meet behind closed doors? Despite their attempts to stay below the 

radar, we have learned that these questionable characters are members of the Omena Breakfast Society (OBS), 

gathering for their weekly meeting to review, and maybe resolve, some of the worldôs weightiest problems. The group 

was started in 2000 by five restless Omena residents who felt they needed a venue for some serious early morning 

discussion. When Richard Roberts, the Village Inn owner, invited them to use his private dining room and install their 

Larry Bensley-made mug cabinet, the venue decision was easy. Mugs bear each memberôs name plus the 

organizationôs symbolic logo - a relaxed bull, leaning on a fence, sipping his morning coffee.  

This is not just any group who meet to eat. Prospects are carefully screened to meet rigorous admission criteria. There 

is a carefully crafted Mission Statement, and discussion topics must meet rigid standards. We're told that a prominent 

State official once attempted to solicit the groupôs endorsement for re-election. He was shown to the door by Sergeant 

of Arms, Dale Blount, and told ñNever use our meeting as a bully pulpit for "a special cause." The five Founding 
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Fathers consisted of Larry Bensley, Fred Holtz, Dick Kennedy, Stu Mulligan and Gary Silverman. Since then, the 

OBS group has grown to thirty-three, with greatest attendance in the summer months. Donna Hughes, Village Inn 

waitress and the group's official "mother," knows everyoneôs favorite dish and sees to it that dietary restrictions are 

carefully monitored. ñI donôt want any of my boys in the E unit." While it may be difficult, if not impossible, to 

measure the contributions this group has made to our community, we have a reasonably good idea what they are doing 

every Friday morning: OBS-ing! Ẇ 

Omena Historical Society Timelines 2008. Loren Bensley was a co-founder of the Omena Breakfast Society at the 

Village Inn in 2000.  
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ALFRED BIGJOE  and ROSE KATHERIN E PONTIAC  
 

Alfred Bigjoe, Native American 
Birth  27 May 1910 Gills Pier, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 25 Aug 1993 (aged 83) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents John Bigjoe Chawagoshkum (1859-1923) and Elizabeth Manitowash 
 

Married  29 Feb 1940 Missaukee County, Michigan  
 

Rose Katherine Pontiac, Native American 

Birth  26 Aug 1922 Garfield Township, Kalkaska County, Michigan 

Death 30 Apr 1997 Wexford County, Michigan 

Burial  Washington Park Memorial Gardens, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan 
Parents James W. Pontiac (1850-1963) and Mary M. Pontiac (1881-1924) 
 

 
 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 21275395, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page for 

Alfred Bigjoe (27 May 1910ï25 Aug 1993) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA and 

Rose Katherine Pontiac Bigjoe (26 Aug 1922ï30 Apr 1997), Find A Grave Memorial No. 19085686, citing 

Washington Park Memorial Gardens, Grand Rapids, Kent County. Maintained by Andrew Jackson Powell (contributor 

48421289). Photo by Honoring Our Ancestors. 

 

Rose K. Bigjoe.  Mrs. Rose K. Bigjoe, aged, 74, passed away unexpectedly Wednesday, April 30, 1997. Surviving 

are eight children. Stanley Bigjoe, Willard Bigjoe, Barbara (Richard) John, Bill Christianson, Ramona, Douglas Mc 

Keever, Lyle Pontiac, Patricia, John, Rusilkowski; 24 grandchildren; many great grandchildren; two sisters, Thelma 

Pontiac, Amelia Rapp; many nieces and nephews. She was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa tribe. The funeral 

service was conducted Monday at 11 AM at the funeral home. Interment was at Washington Park Memorial Gardens. 
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Suttons Bay Courier 30 April 1942. Alfred Bigjoe, Northport, was drafted on April 27, 1942 at the Kalamazoo 

Induction Station.  

 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 8 May 1958. Munson Hospital. Dismissals: Mrs. Alfred Bigjoe of Elk Rapids. 
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JOHN BIGJOE CHAWAGUSK UM  (1) ELIZABETH 

KOKUSH  and (2) ELIZA MANITOWASH  
 

John Bigjoe Chawaguskum, Native American 
Birth  1884 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 23 Mar 1923 (aged 38ï39) Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents John Bigjoe Chawagoshkum (1859-1923) and Elizabeth Manitowash (1871-1917) 

 

Married   

 

(1) Elizabeth Kokush, Native American 

Birth   Abt. 1852 Michigan 

Death  22 Dec 1880 Leelanau, Leelanau, Michigan 

Burial  
Parents George Kokosh and Caroline Kokosh 

 

Married  07 Sep 18 Å Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 
 

(2) Eliza Manitowash, Native American 
Birth  7 Sep 1890 Kewadin, Antrim County, Michigan 

Death 7 May 1917 Leelanau Township, Leelanau, Michigan 

Burial  
Parents 

 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 146811842, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019) memorial page 

for John Bigjoe (1884ï23 Mar 1923) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained 

by Celeste (contributor 46927489) 

 

Newspaper Snippets 

 
Leelanau Enterprise 27 November 1890. John Kalchik has appealed the case wherein John Bigjoe was granted a 

judgment for $75 by a jury in few days ago. Someone shot and killed one of Bigjoeôs ponies, and he thought it was 

Kalchik, and the jury seemed to share his opinion.  

Leelanau Enterprise 12 February 1891. Joe Kalchik, who was arrested on a charge of the larceny of a pair of hand 

bob sleighs from John Bigjoe, was discharged on Monday, it appearing that he procured them from his brother.  

Leelanau Enterprise 31 December 1896. Leelanau Locals. The case of W. F Gill vs John Bigjoe, which was called 

for trial in Justice Nelsonôs court on Monday, was certified to the Circuit Court by the defendant John Bigjoe. 

Leelanau Enterprise 26 July 1923. State of Michigan, County of Leelanau. At a session of said court, held at the 

probate office in the village of Leelanau in said County, on the 8th day at May A. D. 1923. Present. Hon. Martin 

Brown. Judge of Probate, in the matter of the estate of John Bigjoe deceased. Martin Martinson having filed in said 

court his petition, praying that the administration of said estate be granted to Carson Warner or to some other suitable 

person. It is ordered that the 28th day of May A. D. 1323, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon at said probate office, he and 

is hereby appointed for hearing said petition; It is Further Ordered, that public notice thereof be given by publication 

of a copy of this order, for three successive weeks previous to said day of hearing, in Leelanau Enterprise a newspaper 

printed and circulated in said county. A true copy. Martin Brown, Judge of Probate. 
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JOSEPHINE BIGJOE 
 

Josephine Bigjoe, Native American 
Birth  1890 Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 5 Aug 1898 (aged 7ï8) Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents John Bigjoe Chawagoshkum (1863-1923) and Nancy Allen  

 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 125272347 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page 

for Josephine Bigjoe (1890ï5 Aug 1898), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Celeste (contributor 46927489). 
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BRYAN RICHARD BIRD  
 

Bryan Richard Bird  
Birth  20 Nov 1971 Metairie, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

Death 26 Nov 2010 (aged 39) Springfield, Livingston Parish, Louisiana 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Richard S. Bird and Nancy N. Heuser 

 

 
 
Find A Grave Memorial no. 153590254 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page for 

Bryan Richard Bird (20 Nov 1971ï26 Nov 2010), citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) 
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JAMES BOND 
 

James Bond  
Birth  18 Aug 1839  

Death 18 Oct 1899 (aged 60)*  Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial   Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents  
*James Bond died a pauper per the certification by George A. Craker, Superintendent of the Poor, on Leelanau 

Township Death Certificate. 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 125847965, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page 

for James Bond (18 Aug 1839ï18 Oct 1899) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Celeste (contributor 46927489). 

 

Newspaper Snippet 

 
Leelanau Enterprise 28 October 1897. The following persons living in the Townships of Leelanau. Suttons Bay, 

Bingham and Elmwood have been assisted out of the poor funds of the county by Geo. A. Craker: James Bond $150.40. 
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DAVID ALLEN BONER  
 

David Allen Boner, Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Birth  20 Jul 1940 Franklin Venango County, Pennsylvania 

Death 11 Sep 1999 (aged 59) Sutton, Clay County, Nebraska  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Joseph Albert Boner, Jr. (1918ï1963) and Dorothy Louise Peters Boner Webster 

 (1920ï2013) 

 

 
 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 63556505, (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page for 

Captain David Allen Boner (20 Jul 1940ï11 Sep 1999) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, 

USA; Maintained and Photo by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300). 
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BARBARA JOAN ROTH and H. WAYNE BOSWELL  
 

Barbara Joan Roth  
Birth  20 Feb 1948 Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 

Death 3 Aug 2007 (aged 59) Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

 

Married  16 Jun 1973 Hamilton County, Ohio 

 

H. Wayne Boswell 
Birth  12 Aug 1946 

Death 

Burial  
Parents Hugh D. Boswell  

 

 
 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 153298060 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019) memorial page for 

Barbara Joan Boswell (20 Feb 1948ï3 Aug 2007) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Honoring our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photo by J. F. Witkowski.  
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BENNETT ñBENò BOURSAW 
 

Bennett ñBenò Boursaw, Native American, Private, U.S. Army, WW I 
Birth  29 Oct 1891 Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 8 Oct 1918 (aged 26) Camp Custer, Charleston Township, Kalamazoo County, MI 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Back Section 
Parents Peter Boursaw (1865-1936) and Sarah Bird (1864-   ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 21275426 

(https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page for Bennett ñBenò Boursaw (29 Oct 1891ï

8 Oct 1918) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained by Honoring our 

Ancestors (contributor 46844300) Photo by J. F. Witkowski. 
 

Leelanau Enterprise 19 July 1917. Local Board: Leelanau County, Michigan, Leland: List of Names of Persons Whose 

Registration Cards are in the Possesseion of This Local Board: 537, Ben Boursaw, Omena,Michigan.   
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MARY BOURSAW  
 

Mary Boursaw, Native American 
Birth  17 Feb 1904 Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 2 Jul 1914 (aged 10) Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan  
Parents William Boursaw (1855ï1933) and Mary Ogemahgdeo (1865ï1928) 

 

Find A Grave Memorial No. 135018375 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019) memorial page for 

Mary Boursaw (17 Feb 1904ï2 Jul 1914) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; 

Maintained by Celeste (contributor 46927489). 
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JENNETTE SARAH BRAMAN  (1) HIRAM N. BALLARD  

(2) SIDNEY A. KEYES 
 

Jennette Sarah ñNettieò Braman  
Birth   25 Apr 1845 Elyria, Lorain County, Ohio 

Death 3 Apr 1926 (aged 80ï81) U.S. District of Columbia 

Burial   Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents  Anson Braham (1811-1845) and Emeline Vincent (1818-1892) 
 

Married   28 Aug 1872 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 
 

(1) Hiram Nelson Ballard 
Birth  4 Jul 1826 Georgia, Franklin County, Vermont 

Death  20 May 1883 (aged 56) Evanston, Cook County, Illinois 

Burial   Rosehill Cemetery and Mausoleum, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 
Parents Orrin Ballard (1797-1835) and Catherine Grout (1799-1871) 
 

Married  25 Dec 1889 Pawtucket, Providence County, Connecticut 
 

(2) Sidney A. Keyes 
Birth  13 Nov 1839 Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan 

Death 18 Nov 1917 (aged 78) Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents William Keyes (1798-1880) and Semantha Hutchinson (1800-1885) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 13391696, 166434716 and 13391677 https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 26 October 

2019), memorial pages for Jennette Sarah Braman Keyes (May 1845ï1926) and (2) Sidney A. Keyes (13 Nov 1839ï

18 Nov 1917) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan and (1) Hiram N. Ballard (4 Jul 1826ï20 

May 1883) citing Rosehill Cemetery and Mausoleum, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois USA. Maintained and photos 

by Jimmy Sweet (contributor 46814341). 

 

Sidney A. Keyes. Sidney A. Keyes, a merchant and farmer, of Leelanau Township, Leelanau County, was born in 

Branch County, Michigan, in 1839 and brought up a farmer.  In 1847 his parents moved to Iowa where he remained 

twenty one years.  In 1868 he came with his father, William Keyes, to Mission Farm, which they operated one year.  

He then went to Northport, where he was employed as clerk by William Gill.  Then was in the employ of H. O. Rose.  

He then came to his present location in Section 35, Town 3, Range 11 west. He has here eighty acres and other tracts 

in the vicinity, amounting to about 400 acres.  In 1876 he commenced dealing in general merchandise.  Deals also in 
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wood, ties, cedar posts, etc.  His father died Sep. 5, 1880.  His mother resides with him.  Mr. Keyes is postmaster of 

the Omena office. 

 

Newspaper Snippets 
 

Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865: Sidney A Keys, Single. 

Leelanau Enterprise 11 November 1880. A. H. Petrie of Bingham was in town Wednesday and made us a pleasant 

call. Mr. Petrie has about closed out his business in this County. He has sold his steamboat to Messrs. Dexter and 

Noble, and his dock to Sidney A. Keyes of Omena. 

Leelanau Enterprise 5 May 1881. S. A. Keyes called on us Tuesday. He informs us the dock at New Mission is being 

rebuilt. Capt. Helmerôs schooner was the first vessel loaded in the Bay since navigation opened. S. A. Keyes loaded 

her Monday. 

Leelanau Enterprise 8 September 1881. There was a very pleasant hop at the town hall last evening with S. A. Keyes 

and William Borseau furnishing the music. 

Leelanau Enterprise 20 October 1881. New goods for S. A. Keyes of Omen a have already commenced to arrive, and 

he will shortly display as fine a stock of general goods as can be found in the county. 

Leelanau Enterprise 1 December 1881. The schooner J. P. De Coudres which brought in a load of supplies for S. A. 

Keyes of Omena last week, and tics, went to the bottom while lying at the New Mission Dock Friday. A stiff south 

wind had prevailed all day causing a very heavy sea which brought the vessel in contact with the dock, the concussion 

badly demoralizing the latter, and tipping the schooner over on her aide so that her spars lay horizontally along the 

surface of the water. The schooner, though in a badly crippled condition, can probably be righted and repaired. Her 

value is estimated at $4000, and she is uninsured. Mr. S. A. Keyes sustains a very serious loss through this accident, 

having had some 15 cords of bark swept off the dock, besides losing 14 barrels of pork, some 50 cords of wood and a 

considerable quantity of oats. Mr. Keys had just opened what promised to be a prosperous winterôs trade, and the loss 

of his winter supplies, just at the close of navigation, will seriously interfere with his plans. 

Leelanau Enterprise 8 December 1881. We beg to call the attention of our readers to the fact that our merchants now 

have in stock a choice and seasonable selection of new goods suitable to the forthcoming holiday trade. Messrs. 

William Gill, W. H. Nelson, N. C. Morgan, A. Wilbur, and Mrs. E. F. Dame and Ella Hazel have each choice selections 

in their respective lines, which will bear the candid inspection of would-be purchasers. At Leland L. J. Grobben, the 

Leland Iron Co., Jno. E. Lederle and W. W. Barton have ample stocks of general goods with which to supply the wants 

of their customers. While Sidney A. Keyes, at Omena, Deuster Bros, and Geo. Steimel Jr. of Suttons Bay are 

displaying a fresh and choice assortment of goods that will tickle the fancy and suit the purse of the most fastidious 

buyer. 

Leelanau Enterprise 15 December 1881. The Christmas dance will surely come off on Friday evening Dec. 23d. S. 

A. Keyes, Will and Fred Greene and Bill Borseau will furnish excellent music, and the bill, including supper, will be 

$1.50. An excellent time is anticipated. 

Leelanau Enterprise 2 March 1882. S. A. Keyes and S. Williams of Omena made us a pleasant call yesterday; Mr. 

Williams informs us that the Mission dock will be rebuilt this spring. 

Leelanau Enterprise 20 April 1882. The schooner Ironsides loaded with wood for S. A. Keyes Tuesday, bound for 

Chicago. 

Leelanau Enterprise 14 September 1882. Sidney A. Keyes Esq. returned with his aged mother from Iowa last Monday. 

Business Cards: S A. Keyes. Dealer in dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, etc., Omena, Mich. 

Leelanau Enterprise 26 October 1882. Wanted. Ten teams to haul cord wood; good wages and steady employment. 

S. A. Keyes, Omena. 

Leelanau Enterprise 15 March 1883. Answer to the 2 ½ cords of wood. (Copy). I Andrew Larson do hereby make this 

statement in regard to a conversation I had with Mr. Heuss on the 5th day of March 1883 in reference to a transaction 

arising through the smallpox epidemic of December, 1881. The conversation was by me introduced in a general way, 

and Mr. Heuss related that he made $165 out of the town of Bingham by the small-pox scourge; and upon the question 

be me: How much did you get out of Mr. Johnson for helping his bill through the board, he said he received $75, so 

he, Mr. Johnson, got his pay first and he added, this was done when I was a member of the board. Thereupon Mr. 

Heuss said that this winter he has to work, 'while last winter he made his living out of the small pox sickness. Now, I 
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will state in reference to the $48 for 2 ½ cords of wood, that Mr. Heuss said to me last spring before election, that if I 

would vote for him, and help to re-elect him to the Board of Supervisors he would then help me to get my pay for the 

wood consumed by the Indians in Pashabatown. It must also be stated that Mr. Heuss gave a general order to the 

Indians to take all the wood they needed. Heuss had also given permit to Mr. Wm. Keyes to take wood, but this Mr. 

Heuss denied, however, when he was brought face to face with Mr. Keyes, he owned up and had to confess the truth. 

It does seem that this visitation of smallpox upon the Indians of Pashabatown, turned out as a golden harvest for Mr. 

Heuss, and if I had only assisted him in getting reelected to the Board of Supervisors, which he so much longed for, it 

would been all right, and the public could had the benefit still of Mr. Heussô disinterested devotion.  

Truly Yours, Andrew Larson. 

Omena A Place in Time page 54. Although there were other activities [in the 1850-1870s elsewhere on the [Omena] 

Bay, such as Sidney Keyesôs store a mile or so down the road on the west side of the bay and Aaron Pageôs boarding 

house with the Post Office to the west on a hill overlooking the harbor, the activities of the [Indian Mission] still 

dictated the ebb and flow of life with [The Reverend Peter] Doughertyôs manse at the center. 

Post Office Appointment 1881 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan; Sidney A. Keys. 

Leelanau Enterprise 6 October 1881. Sidney A. Keyes Esq., started for Chicago yesterday morning where he will 

purchase a choice assortment of winter goods. 

Leelanau Enterprise 12 January 1882. State of Michigan, County or Leelanau. At a session of the Probate Court for 

said County, held at the Probate office, in the village of Northport on the fifth day of January in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and eighty-two. Present, Charles W. Williams, Judge of Probate, In the Matter of the Estate of J. B. 

Kewegskum deceased. On reading and filing the petition, duly verified, of Sidney A. Keyes praying among other 

things that administration of said estate may be granted to George A. Craker of Northport Michigan. Thereupon it is 

ordered, that Thursday, the second day of February next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, be assigned for the hearing of 

said petition, and that the heirs at law of the deceased, and all other persons interested in said estate, are required to 

appear at a session of said Court, then to be holden in the Probate office, in the village of Northport and show cause, 

if any there be, why the prayer of petitioner should not be granted. And it is further ordered, that said petitioner give 

notice to the several persons interested in said estate, of the pendency of said petition, and the hearing thereof, by 

causing a copy of this order to be published in the Leelanau Enterprise a newspaper printed and circulated in said 

County, four successive weeks previous to said day of hearing. Charles W. Williams, Judge of Probate. (A true copy.) 

Source: "The Traverse Region," published 1884 by H. R. Page & Co., Chicago, Ill. Page 234.  

Leelanau Enterprise 19 January 1882. State of Michigan, County of Leelanau At a session of the Probate Court said 

County, held at the-Probate office, in the village of Northport on the fift h day of January in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and eighty-two. Present, Charles W. Williams, Judge of Probate, in the Matter of the Estate of J. B. 

Kewegskum deceased. On reading and filing the petition, duly verified, of Sidney A. Keyes praying among other 

things that administration of raid estate may be granted to George A. Craker of Northport Michigan. Thereupon it is 

ordered, that Thursday, the second day of February next, at ten oôclock in the forenoon, be assigned for the hearing of 

said petition, and that the heirs at law of said deceased, and all other persons interested in said estate, are required to 

appear at a session of said Court, then to be holden in the Probate Office, in the village of Northport and show cause, 

if any there be, why the prayer of petitioner should not be granted : And it is further ordered, that said petitioner give 

notice to the several persons interested in said estate, to be published in the Leelanau Enterprise a newspaper printed 

and circulated in said county, four successive weeks previous to said day of hearing. Charles W. Williams, Judge of 

Probate. (A true copy.) 

Leelanau Enterprise 27 April 1882. S. A. Keyes Esq., accompanied by his mother and sister, Mrs. Richardson, left on 

the Faxton, enroute for Chicago, Wednesday. Mrs. Keyes will accompany her daughter to Iowa where she will spend 

the summer. 

Leelanau Enterprise 7 September 1882. The rumor of the death of Mrs. Keyes, mother of S. A. Keyes, of Suttons Bay 

Township proved to ho a canard. The old lady suffered from a severe stroke of paralysis while in Iowa visiting her 

children, but will accompany her son Sidney home this month. 

Leelanau Enterprise 6 December 1883. Stray Notice! Came into the enclosure of S. A. Keyes, at Omena, Leelanau 

County, Michigan, on or about Sept. 20th 1883, one bay horse with two white hind feet, a small white spot on his nose 

and another on right shoulder done by collar; weighs about 1100 lbs. Owner will come forward, identify property and 

take same away, otherwise it will be disposed of as the law directs. S. A. Keyes. November 29, 1883. 
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Leelanau Enterprise 30 April 1885. S. A. Keyes, Henry Litney and Mr. Anderson, of Omena, are preparing to build 

a store at that place. 

Omena A Place in Time page 119.  The Hotel Leelanau; The View From the Mission House is Magnificent. The resort 

opened for business in July 1885. In 1889 the Omena Hotel Association was formed and within days of purchasing 

the resort the Association announced that S.A. Keys, ña genial whole souled gentlemanò was to superintend the 

ñCincinnati Resort. 

Leelanau Enterprise 2 December 1886. It is understood that S. A. Keyes of Omena contemplates locating near Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa next spring. 

Leelanau Enterprise 16 December 1886. Dissolution of Partnership. Notice is hereby given, that the partnership lately 

consisting between S. A. Keyes and C. H. Litney, under the firm of name of Keyes and Litney was dissolved on the 

10th day of November 10, 1886. S. A. Keyes and C. H. Litney. Omena, Michigan. 

Leelanau Enterprise 3 February 1887. S. A. Keyes, a former resident of this county, but now of Iowa, is spending a 

few weeks at his old home, Omena. Your scribe interviewed him on the subject of his recent marriage and according 

to his report of the affair, he still enjoys single blessedness. 

Leelanau Enterprise 5 May 1887. Mr. R. J. Thatch has bought out the balance of Messrs. Keyes and Litneyôs dry 

goods and crockery and thinks he can make a living easier than farming. 

Leelanau Enterprise 6 June 1889. The Omena Resort. No section of the United States presents more or greater 

attractions to the summer visitor than the Grand Traverse region. Each year the number of resorts increases, and tens 

of thousands of tourists now annually visit these and the towns and villages of northern Michigan. Among the more 

recently organized resort organized resort associations that are attracting attention, no one is more beautiful in its 

location and natural surroundings than that at New Mission. This point was selected nearly fifty years ago, for an 

Indian Mission, and the removal made at that time from Old Mission on the peninsula. This property has passed 

through several hands during the last few years, since its abandonment as a mission, and this spring the Omena Resort 

Association, (limited) was organized by a few wealthy and prominent citizens of Cincinnati. The officers are: Joseph 

L. Hall, president; J. M. Potter, vice president; John H. Fry, secretary; Lewis Voight, treasurer; S. A. Keyes, 

superintendent. This resort is located 25 miles front Traverse City, and fronts directly on Grand Traverse Bay, and is 

reached by sail boats and stage lines. The large hotel building is named the Leelanau Hotel. Great improvements have 

been made this year a fine drive has been built around the curve of the bay which is one of the finest on the shore, and 

a handsome drive 60 feet wide runs up from the shore to the hotel. An easy flight of steps also connects the hotel with 

the beach. Walks and drives have been laid out all through the grounds. One cottage has already been built this spring 

and five more are planned for this season. The whole tract has been planted in large lots and opened for sale to 

cottagers. An annex is now being built to the hotel, and an amusement building is being erected to contain billiard 

room ten-pin alley, ball room etc. Messiers Voight, Fry, McLean and one or two others have also bought the Ballard 

place, 120 acres, adjoining the resort grounds, and will hold this to be used in connection with the resort when needed. 

This place will be occupied this season. We predict this resort will soon become one of the most popular in this 

region.ðHerald. 

Leelanau Enterprise 4 July 1889. The Leelanau Hotel is filling with guests and landlord Keyes is accordingly pleased. 

Leelanau Enterprise 8 August 1889. S. A. Keyes and the Misses Myrta and Gertie Rose, of Omena, were down and 

attended the Elephant party at the residence of William Gill, last Thursday night. The sloop yacht Gypsy is to be 

disposed of by a lottery scheme, fifty chances at a dollar a chance. The lucky man will get a nice little boat for a dollar. 

Leelanau Enterprise 15 August 1889. The Business Menôs Association of Traverse City, will give a basket picnic at 

the Omena Resort grounds, on Tues. Aug. 20th, and an invitation is extended to the good people of Leland and vicinity, 

to come with well filled baskets and enjoy a holiday with them. There will be amusements of all kinds to amuse the 

people. A brass band and a string band from Traverse will furnish the music. They have secured the use of the bowling 

alley, dance hall, tennis grounds and ball grounds. There will be a game of ball played between Suttons Bay, Omena 

and Traverse City. Also a game between the fat men and the lean men. An invitation has been given to Suttons Bay, 

Northport, Elk Rapids and all other small towns in the vicinity. Dinner may be had at the hotel, by notifying Mr. S. A. 

Keyes. 

Leelanau Enterprise 10 April 1890. S. A. Keyes has returned from his outing. Mrs. Keyes is still in Chicago. 

Leelanau Enterprise 22 May 1890. Notice. Grayling, Mich., April 1st 1890. Complaint having been entered at this 

office by Daniel Chepeway against Sidney A. Keyes for abandoning his Homestead Entry No. 8541, dated July 27th, 

1883, upon the sw¼ of and nw¼ of sw¼ Section 3 township 30 North Range 11 west, in Leelanau County. Mich., 
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with a view to the cancellation of said entry: the said parties are hereby summoned to appear at this office on the 20th 

day of May 1890, at 1 o'clock p. m. to respond and furnish testimony concerning said alleged abandonment. James K. 

Wright, Register. E. N. Fitch, Receiver. 

Leelanau Enterprise 4 July 1895. Distinguished Catholics Have Located at Omena for the Season. Some time ago the 

large cottage and grounds of S. A. Keyes were leased for the season, by the order of the Society of Jesus, Jesuits, who 

desire to fix upon a permanent summer resort for the priests, professors and students of the several colleges throughout 

the country. Omena and its rare attractions were selected. Those who have already arrived are: The Reverend A. J. 

Burrows, S. J., president of St. Xavier College; The Reverend M. J. McMenamy, Superior at Villa; Professors T. C. 

McKeogh. A. H. Deters, W. Whelan. T. Nolan, John T.-Shannon, A. J. Garvey, B. J. Goesse, S. J. Ryan; St. Ignatius 

College, Chicago Professors W. H. Robinson, J. M. Neewan, W. S. Stanton, H. J. Heitcamp, J. M. OôConnor, J. W. 

Newell, Teach F. Neewan; Marquette College, Milwaukee Professors W. H. Doran, J. M. Cunningham, G. R. Kister, 

F. J. Hatke, J. M. Lodenkamper; Detroit College, Detroit W. Harrington, G. Leahy, W. Talbot, F. Treautman; St. Louis 

University, St. Louis P.J. OôDonnell, E. J. Dickhams, E. Bergin, R. S. Slevin, T. F. Conox, H. R. Gilbert. 

Leelanau Enterprise 15 October 1896. The case of the People vs. John VanHoldt, Edward LaBare and Sidney Keyes, 

on Monday and Tuesday resulted in a verdict of guilty. The case has been appealed. 

Leelanau Enterprise 4 February 1897. Proceeding Of The Circuit Court. In the case of the People vs. John VanHoldt, 

Edward LaBare and Sidney Keyes, an assault and battery case the defendants were all found guilty. The court fined 

John Van Holdt $10 and $23.40 costs and the same punishment upon Edward LaBare. Sentence was suspended as to 

Sidney Keyes. The complaining witness in this case was Swan Nelson. Attorney Dayton conducted the prosecution 

and attorney John Tweddle for the defense. 

Omena A Place in Time page 132-133. The Clovers (1898): A Comfortable Home Like Placeò. In 1898 Sydney A. 

Keyes opened The Clovers resort just over a mile from the village of Omena. The road leading from the Clovers to 

Omena was winding, narrow, and of packed dirt, yet not too far or rough for summer resorters to bike or walk as part 

of a dayôs leisurely activities. There, on a gentle slope up from Omena Bay, stood a cluster of Victorian cottages on 

75 acres. In the memories of those who visited the resort, the air always seemed to be perfumed. In spring, Siberian 

crab apple blossoms dominated the senses, and in summer the faint aura of clovers themselves hovered over the place, 

encapsulating it with scent. The Clovers and Sunset Lodge shared a similar history. The two proprietors ventured to 

Leelanau Township in 1868, Sydney Keyes at the age of 28 and Leonard H. Wheeler when 26, with his wife Rhoda 

Spicer Wheeler. Exactly 30 years later both Wheeler and Keyes opened their cottage-style resorts in Omena, each 

famous for fresh produce growing on-site, as well as poultry and dairy in the homelike atmosphere such surroundings 

inspired. Both men grew up as able farmers, but had other talents that helped them earn a livelihood before starting 

their respective resorts, Keyes as a lumberman and merchant, and Wheeler as an engineer and salesman. Sidney Keyes, 

however, did not come to Leelanau County alone. He came to northern Michigan with his parents, William and 

Samantha, as well as his brother William Jr. and his brotherôs young motherless family. According to a History of 

Leelanau Township, when William, Samantha and Sidney first came to Omena they operated the Mission Farm on 

Omena Heights for a year. William Jr. was 11 years Sidneyôs senior, but it seems that Sidney is the one who ventured 

more in business, perhaps because he did not have the responsibility of a growing family.  

Omena A Place in Time page 133-134. Despite the obvious setbacks, trials and rejuvenations of his family life, by 

1881, both Sidney Keyes and his brother owned considerable land in Leelanau Township, south of Omena,  William 

Jr. with 40 acres and Sidney with at least 110 acres in Sections 34 and 35, including the future home of The Clovers. 

The 1870 and 1880 censuses listed Sidney Keyesôs occupation as, respectively, as ñWood merchant ñand ñFarmerò. 

Both of these titles were accurate. Mary Foltz, who stayed at The Clovers as a girl and was later a neighbor to the 

Keyes, recalled seeing clear traces of a long dark in the deep water off the shore from the resort, and that some of the 

pilings were still visible in 1980. There Keyes oversaw the sale and shipment of Leelanau County lumber, and 

according to Mary, he ñmade his fortune in lumberò He probably found it a natural extension of his lumber trade to 

add to his growing operations on Omena Bay a store, which some sources have said was more of a trading post. In 

1881 he also became the Omena Postmaster and operated the Post Office out of either his store or residence from 1881 

until 1887. A retired merchant himself, Sidneyôs own father, William, Sr, likely helped him in business, a job easily 

done since Sidney and his parents lived together. 

Omena A Place in Time page 134. In the mid-1880s, however, something happened to give Sydney wanderlust. The 

Grand Traverse Harold announced in 1886 that ñS.A. Keys contemplates leaving Omena,ò and in November he 

departed for southern Iowa. His parents were 80 and 82 in 1880, so perhaps they had both died and he no longer felt 

tied to their care. His brother, however, remained in the Omena area. By 1889 Sydney Keyes returned home again, 
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apparently tempted by the offer to superintend the Hotel Leelanau. ñThe many friends of S.A. Keyes will be glad to 

welcome him back again,ò reported the Herald. ñAll will be pleased to know that he has determined to once more 

make this his homeò. A further inducement to remain in Omena may have been a budding relationship with a widowed 

Mrs. Jeanette Ballard. In 1889, at the age of 49, S.A. Keyes decided to get married. Mrs. Ballardôs first husband had 

apparently been an ambitious lumberman in the Omena area. In 1881 Mr. Ballard had owned at least 770 acres in 

Leelanau Township in and around Omena, including extensive lands around Bass Lake., Mougey Lake (at one time 

known as Ballard Lake) , along the shore about a mile south of Northport, and adjoining the Keyes property on Omena 

Bay. Whatever his previous business experience may have been, operating the Hotel Leelanau with the assistance of 

his new wife must have convinced Keyes that he had a knack for resort management. The whole Grand Traverse area 

was fast becoming a summer destination, and Keyes must have felt that he knew what his potential patrons were 

looking for: not a large hotel with lots of rooms off a long, narrow hallways, but a cluster of houses in a farm-like 

setting where city people could experience fresh air and eat food growing on the premises. He offered an orchard of 

75 acres for his guests to explore, where they could find apples, cherries, pears, plums and ñsmall fruits in abundanceò. 

From the garden came fresh vegetables, all grown under the care, at least in 1903, of ñan expert gardener from New 

York. ñ The combination of what The Clovers offered, he felt, was ideal for a summer resort, ñas the fresh air and 

pure atmosphere is sure to furnish the health and a good appetite.ò  

Keyes decided to make his resort a showcase of Victorian Queen Anne architecture. His buildings were not the most 

elaborate of the period, but they were definitely high style when he built them in the mid-1890s.  

Omena A Place in Time page 135. Sidney Keys ran the resort until 1911, when he sold it to William Wilburforce and 

Eliza M. Foltz, who in 1926 turned it over to their son, Benjamin, and his wife Hazel Dell Foltz. The Clovers remained 

in operation as a resort in the Foltz family until 1936, when it was sold to A. Stein, who later sold it to Leo lesser. In 

1962, according to the May Omena Traverse Breeze, The Clovers was owned by Dr. Joseph Erman. 

Omena A Place in Time page 137. In the winter of 1980 The Clovers met its end. Ruth and Fred Gorman reported the 

final chapter of the resort in the Omena-Traverse Breeze. ñOld timers will regret,ò they wrote, ñthat during the winter 

all of the buildings at the óCloversô were burned [intentionally] to the ground.ò The pile of debris was then 

unceremoniously bulldozed into a pit and given a final cover of dirt. ñIt is a passing of an era,ò the Gormans concluded. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle Monday, 19 November 1917. Death Calls Banker - Sydney A. Keyes Northport banker, 

died suddenly yesterday of neuralgia of the heart.  The funeral will be held at the Congregational Church, Northport, 

at one o'clock Wednesday afternoon.  Mr. Keyes had been a business man of Leelanau County for many years, and in 

that time had accumulated a large circle of friends and business associates who were staunch admirers of the man's 

unalterable integrity. 

Provemont Courier, 22 November 1917. Announcement by the Bank of Provident. It is with the deepest regret and 

sorrow that we announce the death, on Sunday morning, November 18th, of our friend and associate in business. Mr. 

Sidney A. Keyes, at his home in Northport. Mr. Keyes was 76 years of age, and has been actively connected with the 

management of this bank for over five years, or since it was opened, in August, 1912. All of us who were in any way 

connected with the deceased, will always have pleasant memories of such relations, and will realize that in his passing 

we have lost a staunch friend and a valuable business associate. 

Leelanau Enterprise 19 October 1922. Mortgage Sale. Default having: been made in the conditions of a certain 

mortgage made by Daniel Tapahscaffeshig single man to the Leelanau County Bank, Mathews and Keyes, Bankers 

dated the 27th day of June A. D. 1917, and recorded in the office of the Register of Deed for the county of Leelanau 

and State of Michigan, on the29th day of June A D. 1917., in Liber 26 of mortgages, on page 214, and the said 

Leelanau County Bank, Mathews and Keyes, Bankers; was a partnership consisting of Sidney A. Keyes and John F. 

Mathews and the interest of Sidney a. Keyes in said mortgage was assigned by John E Matthews, Administrator of 

the estate of said Sidney A- Keyes to John F. Mathews, by a deed of assignment dated June, 18th, 1918 and recorded 

in the office of Register of Deeds of Leelanau County Michigan in Liber 27 of mortgages on page 440 and which 

mortgage was thereafter assigned by said John F. Mathew to the Leelanau County Savings Bank by a proper deed of 

assignment dated July 11th, 1918 and recorded in the said office of Register of Deeds in liber 27 of mortgages on page 

449 on July 16tb. 1918 and said mortgage was by the said Leelanau County Savings Bank assigned to James 

Wonegeshik by a deed of assignment dated January 8th, 1921 and on the 13th day of January 1921 recorded in the 

said office of Register of Deeds of said County in liber 27 of mortgages on page 697. on which mortgage there is 

claimed to be due at the date of this notice, for principal and interest, the sum of one hundred nineteen dollars, and an 

attorneyôs fee of fifteen dollars, as provided for in said mortgage, and no suit or proceedings at law having been 

instituted to recover the moneys secured by said mortgage, or any part thereof. Notice is hereby given, that by virtue 
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of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, and the statute in such case made and provided, on Friday the 22nd, 

day of December, A. D. 1922, at two o clock in the afternoon, the undersigned will at the north front door of the Court 

House in the village of Leland. in Leelanau County, Mich, said court house being the place where the Circuit Court 

for the county of Leelanau is held, sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, the premises described in said mortgage, 

or so much thereof as may be necessary to pay the amount so as aforesaid due on said mortgage, with 7 per cent 

interest, and all legal costs, together with said attorneys fee to wit: Land lying on the east side of Government Lot one 

(1) bounded on the south and west by land owned by Alfred Johnson the north by land owned by Mrs. Peter Olson 

and on the east by quarter section line and containing nineteen acres of land, more or less: and also. land lying on the 

west side of the north-west Fractional .Quarter of the north-east Fractional Quarter of Section Five (5) bounded on the 

north, cast and south by land owned by Thomas Antoine Nayteshing and on the west by land owned by Daniel 

Tahpahseageshig and containing three acres of land. All the above described lands and premises being in section Five 

(5) Township Thirty-one (31) Range Eleven(11) west in the Township of Leelanau, Leelanau County, Michigan.  

Dated Sept. 27th, 1922. James Wonegeshik, Assignee Mortgagee and C. L Dayton, Attorney for Assignee. 

Traverse City Record-Eagle 27 June 1927.  Many Return Every Season. Guests of the Clovers Have Grown to Love 

this Omena Resort. Some forty years ago Sidney Keyes was paddling his canoe down the west shore of Grand Traverse 

Bay on a summer afternoon. If had not sighted a small hillside a short distance back from the water as he rounded the 

bend just below Omena and pronounced the hillside the most beautiful spot he had laid eyes upon, the Clovers would 

probably not be standing today. But, Sidney Keyes, one of Leelanau Countyôs earliest settlers, promptly pulled his 

canoe onto the beach and examined the place. He procured title to the property, set carpenters to work, and before 

long the Clovers stood on the hillside commanding its just view over the Bay. For some years it was Mr. Keyes home 

and also housed the general store and post office. Then it became a summer hotel. It was in 1911 that the Clovers 

came into possession by Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Feltz. Mrs. Feltz and her son, Ben, now own and operate it. They have 

altered the buildings slightly and refurnished them - it was in the corner of the parlor where the grand piano now stands 

that the settlers of the community used to get their mail - and have gone to great pains to beautify the grounds. Four 

cottages now stand on the property besides one for employees, and the Clovers is able to care for 60 guests. It is not 

an unusual time when it is filled to capacity. Many of the guests come year after year without fail and several are 

elderly people who for years have considered the Clovers their home during the summer months. The hotel maintains 

several boats and takes pride in the bathing beach that lies in front of the grounds. The water is clean and the beach is 

safe. For fishing the guests usually hike themselves to Bass Lake, three miles distant. 

Aaron Hutchinson 1767-1833 Hutchinson Family Tree Extract. Compiled by Clara J. McCabe, Schurr Road, 

Clarence, N.Y. dated 1957. Sidney A. Keyes: He was a banker of Northport, Michigan, was postmaster in Omena in 

the 1870s. Think Mrs. Jeanette S. Braman Ballard was the widow of his partner. The Bramans came to Northport in 

1972 but later returned East. Mrs. Florence B. Cutcheon, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, is a niece of Mrs. Keyes. 

  



 

 

Page 95 

 

ALFRED RAYMOND BRON SON 
 

Alfred Raymond Bronson  
Birth  23 Oct 1906 Burdickville, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 14 Jun 1908 (aged 1 ½ *) Empire, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA 

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 
Parents Frank Bronson (1869-1960) and Maude M. Tunwell (1888-1962) 
*Alfred was 20 months and 23 days old when he passed due to ñauto infectionò. 

 
Find A Grave Memorial No. 122986922 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), memorial page 

for Alfred Raymond Bronson (23 Oct 1906ï14 Jun 1908) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, 

Michigan, USA; Maintained by Trish (contributor 47108961) 
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CHATHAM HERBERT  BROWN and ANNA MARY 

MARESH 
 

Chatham Herbert Brown  
Birth  21 Nov 1911 Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death Mar 1968 (aged 56)  

Burial  Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Lot 26 #26 (Back Section) 
Parents Henry Brown (18886-1935) and Martha Telegard (1884-1949) 

 

Married  March 10, 1934 Traverse City, Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

 

Anna Mary Maresh  
Birth  26 Jan 1912 Northport, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Death 17 Jun 2003 (aged 91) Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Burial  Omena Cemetery Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Plot Lot 26 #26 (Back Section) 
Parents Anthony J. Maresh (1872-1957) and Mary J. Maresh (1873-1973) 

  

 
 

Find A Grave Memorial Nos. 63711563 and 154743343 (https://www.findagrave.com: accessed 10 October 2019), 

memorial pages for Chatham H. Brown (21 Nov 1911ïMar 1968) and Anna Mary Maresh Brown (26 Jan 1912ï17 

Jun 2003) citing Omena Cemetery, Omena, Leelanau County, Michigan, USA; Maintained and photos by Honoring 

our Ancestors (contributor 46844300) 

 

Chatham Brown. Traverse City Record-Eagle 19 March 1968. Chatham Brown of Omena Dies. Chatham H. Brown, 

56, a lifelong resident here, died unexpectedly Monday afternoon at his home. He was born November 21, 1911, the 

son of Henry and Martha Brown. He married Anna Maresh in 1934 in Traverse City. Surviving are his wife; two sons, 

Glenn of Mt. Pleasant and Greg of Ferris State College, Big Rapids; four daughters, Mrs. Myron (Maone) Steele of 

Livonia, Mrs. Jerry (Glenna) Pennell of Holland, Mrs. Carl (Arden) Hagestrom of Swartz Creek, and Mrs. Bruce 

(Marcia) Blakkan of Saint Louis, Missouri; two brothers, Henry of Traverse City and George of Lansing; two sisters, 

Mrs. Reinhold Kaapke of Omena and Mrs. Victor Heil of Lansing and 17 grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 

his brother, Carl. Funeral arrangements were provided by Ray Martinson Funeral Home, Suttons Bay. Services were 

held on Thursday at 2:30 PM with The Reverend Gordon Mitchenson of Trinity Church, Northport, officiating. Burial 

will be in the Omena Cemetery. 
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