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Historical Context: Back in 1955 at the
young age of 24 my grandfather Nhia
Yia was recruited to join The United
States Central Intelligence Agency
secret army in Laos.
He was a spy undercover to gather
intelligence on the enemy and to
report back to base. Risking his life
everyday for the beneﬁt of the US, he
did as told for his family and freedom.
My grandfather is the bottom right

● When the US withdrew from the conﬂict
in 1974 and left Saigon in 1975, my
grandfather and his family were left
behind with his children (one of them
being my mother.) Forced to make a
dangerous journey across the Mekong
river to reach Thailand, my grandfather
escaped.
● Going in groups, Nhia Yia and 40 others
as young as newborns made it across.
● Not everyone survived but they tried
with immense eﬀort.

April 30, 1975 - the Fall of
Saigon

After the War...
● In the late 1970s, Nhia Yia applied to immigrate into America and was
accepted. In the winter of 1978 he moved to Pennsylvania with his
family.
● After most of his kids moving out, my grandparents moved to Owosso,
MI. My family moved up to Leelanau County and carry my
grandfather’s memory with us.
● Living here for the rest of his life, he never really minded staying on a
farm, which was what he enjoyed. I remembered playing games on the
TV and he would walk in and out of pure respect my cousins and I
would turn it oﬀ and let him watch TV.
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