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you with my friena viltan Conserva-
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Barnadetta Schmifz,  Freeda Hardng, Dhadley
Gardan,

SECOND BOW: Zalda Wilkinsom, Pauline Fust-

tan, G. E. Mayer, Edith Hill, Myrile Triztex,

i=te ﬁ: {“ ,,_1.';5' =

7

SUESISTEMCE, VETERINARY & RAILROAD TRAMS-

PORTATION SECTIONS
FIRST BOW: 1st Lt H. L Tayles, O.M.-Fea.; Mildred
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Camp Mercer S-79, Manitowish, Wisconsin, the
heme of 660th Company O, was frst sot up on
Tuns 16,1933, and received iis first enrolless four
days later. The werk projects of this camp have
been under the supersision of the Wisconsin Con-
gervation Depariment.  Major projects have been
fira fighting, tree planting, building truck trails,
fimber stand improvement, lake and stream develop-
ment, Jire hazard prevention, and telephons line
constrwctlon.

Prezsibly the mostimportant singls project hae bean
fira fighting. During the seasen when forest fires coour
mast [reguently, sach work crew has gene aboul
their usual work with their iee fighting equipment
wilhy fhem in the truck, and 2 man stationed at the
noarest balephone to receive smergensy fire calls.
Calls from the District Banger Station are thus passed
on with small waste of timg.  During the past six
veare, - this camp has planted .1ppr~:‘mci:'mate]ﬁlr EEVEN
and ona heli million trees,  principally Jack Pine,
Norway Pire, white Pine, and white Spruce.

The iast year has seen the construction af twao
Clazs A teuek trails by Camp Mercer. When com-
pleted these tralls will be twenty foel wide and aravel
surfaced. Each iz approximately elght miles from
eme end 1o the othar, and they run through stande of
timber which are regarded as extremsly vulnerakble
o fires. Camp Mercer has dene considerable
fimber stand impgrovemnent in the past §ix yoars
This werk consists in cutting oot dead and dying
peplar in the pine plantations to enable the youndg
pine irees o ]?cl:w: a better chance to graw higher

HpbAAAHY

and develop into mors merchantable trees

Lake improvements have besn completed In
twenty lakes of Iron and Vilas Counties. Brush cut
from the lake shores is canstructed into fish refugas,
minnew spawners, and log tangles, and is then
weighted wifh sand bags and dropped o boliom of
the lakes, whers it serves as a hiding placa far small
figh. Bguatic bugs bresd in these brush selugss,
anel are in turn eaten by the fish, Mere than one
hundred miles of lelephone lines have been con
structed and maintained by Camp Mercer, and have
contributed substantially to the fize conirol prograrm.

1 word ar two cencerning the Camp Staif might
not be amiss.  Lisutenant Ellis, of the regular army
waz the first commanding officer, and sst up the
early camp. Other company commanders in order
were:  Caplain Merritt H. Henry, FA-Res., 1et Lisut,
Balph 1. Johansen, EngrFes, let Lieut. Eobert A,
Frmentrout, FA-Fes, Isf Lt Everott J. Eauschen-
barger, Sia-Res., 2nd Lisut. Goodlett 1. Glager, FA-
Res., Captain Frank X, Crutkshank, InfRes., and
Caplain Quintin 3, Lander, Inf-Fez. Captain Lander,
the present commanding officer, has servid wikh
B0 th Company sinces Tune 19, 1938, and has com:
manded eince November 10, 1938, The first projact
superintendent was Mr. V. A. Meon, who sarved T
that capacity for six monihe and was then gromoted
b be District Forest Banger.  He was succesded by
Fred Haage, and the latter held that position until
July 1, 1935, when he wa3 mucomeded by William
A. Summers, the present project superintendent.
Oither members of the camp stefi at present includs
1at Lisut, Ernest W, Mercier, Inf-Res., junicr offizer,
lat Lt. Shaldon Eoll, Mad Res,, Camp Surgeon, and
Paul B. Laitch, sducaticnal adriser.

Shpmn In gtegraph, FIRST ROW: O dbl, L. B e,
., Tuur‘_‘“w. e earing 0. B, Faflad, &, &, Cinttl, L, F. Hiuliag
o T. Folosioey, 5. 8. Liowice, H, M. il . riszmachar.
P. 1, Biasd, X

rComD oW M. P, Kiauk H. T Maslowekd, a1, Laie, . A
Tszec. ¥. Poisnal, M. P Chapiesies, F. A Tpckard, 17, 5. Ishoeeek,
T ¥, Hodhnke, W, Baroyokowall, R 15, Ghorsiss. 9, W oloennski,
.1, Warzeniht, W. Molchak, 8 F, Jnblonsli, J. 5. Cardinal. H, W,

SAlzomen, ¥. W, Coopar, AT, ¥ GO0
howekl, L. J. Captrall, B W. Osclis,
b, Carding, B, L. Waklusky, W, F.

Hahl.

THIRD ROW: W, Flelds,
plos, J. D, Eubanks, T. S
R, A :-u,:u{. }:? A. Foorans,
Sarlin. B ‘wanri.
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W M. Poebert, . dianeal, I, D, Atovens, W, . wastnk, T. Boyos,
o Fudes, s W, Janick, K. J, Heson, M. 0. Hennlox, E, A
Handrickson., W, A Hispeete, Ho A, Schosel, BT Williams.

TN T ROW: w. E. iramss, O, M. Hopers, B W T'mtovits,
R T, Taller, ¥. L. Barr, L. X Orobar, G §ypel, E, I8 Pgnwar,
. I1. 1 matan, . Ib. Srevesa, 1, L, Geiges, O 1, Savarion. O. J. Bobs-
hic. L. €, Qebarg, B, §. Wiedrwitokl, . J. Woge, 1. B, Fnowli,
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WHAT YOUR DISTRICT IS AND DOES. ..

The Sparta CCC District was organized April 1st,
1935, At its frst inception it ook in all the territacy
in Wisconsin noeth of a line running east and west
through Baraboo, [t included the old 10th, 12th, 13th
and 14th Foresiry Districts.  District Headguariers
wasz originally located at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin,
It wae moved to its present location during the fall of
1935, Major David L. Rullner, Field Artillery (0. O L)
cormmanded the disirict sincs May, 1936, He was
relieved Aug. Sth, 1939, by Lt Col. George 5.
Clarke, Infantry (0. Q. L.} and will leave shortly for the
Command and General Staff Schocl, Fort Leaven-
worlh, Kansas.  Major Frank L. Derouin, Infantry
(0. . L), at present Exscutive CHficer, came io
the district in February, 18932,

When Headgquartsrs Sixth Corps Area decided
to aliminate the Fort Sheridan Disteict in Jannary,
1938, Sparta took ocwer the northern group of itz
camps: The district now exlends south to Chicago
on the east side and fo the Rock River in llincds.
With thie new acguisition of camps the disteict now
has actually fifty-four (54} work companies in opera-
ticn housed in fifty {500 camps.

The district is crganized on a plan much similar
lo that of an Army division. It has an Adjutant’s
office headed by Capdain Kennath W, Mocher, Air
Reserve who has bean in that positlon continuously
Irom the beginning except for & short perioc.

The largest section of the District Headguariers
ig the District Cuartermaster. At the present time
headed by Captain Arthur H. Arenz.  Infantry
Eeserve, the Cuartermaster section contains & num-
ber of subdivisions, namely, Property with Captain
E. M. Burne, Infaniry Beserve, i charge; Subsistence
with ‘1st Lt. H. |. Taylor, QOuartermaster Rezerve, in
charge; Construction & Maintenance under Captain
I. F. Phelan, Infantry Beserve; Purchasing and Cen-
traciting under 1at Lt J. C. Conine, Intantry Begsrve,
Salvage 8 havedled by Captain A&, H. Kopp, MA-
Reserve: 1st Lt, 5, 3. Blencos, Signal Besarve, heads
the Signal and Crdnance Section, which includes
radio, telepheone, telegraph and the issue of crdnance
eguipment.

The Quartermaster i charged with the lssuing of

clothing and equipment, the contracting for all
supplies including food and construction and main-
fenance of the camps. This task will be visualized
samewhat when one reallzes that neacly 90,000
pounds of fresh beel, 9.000 pounds of fresh brasd
and aver 100,000 pinte of frash milk, nearly 200,000
pounds o potatoss and 20,000 pounds of butter are
required per manth be supply these items alone to
the camps,

The Transpariation Department under the Quarter-
master with Captain E. E. Porter, Afir Eeserve, in
charge, maintains the motors and wutiliies necessary
to keap tha whesls of supply moving.

The next largest sectlon in Disteict Headauarkers
e the Finance Department. Here, Captain I H.
Paszell, Finance Reserve, haz been n charge since
the inception of the distriet. This department checks
the pay molls end issues the checks fo the company
commanders for the paying of the cash allowances
fo enrollees. It also writes and mails each saparate
allotment check every month to the allottess. It
paya all kills that have besn incurred by the pur-
chasing offleer for the camps in tha district.

The Medizal Saction iz under the supstvision af
the Disirict Surgeon, Major 5. M. Ecberls, Medical
Reserve. This section has cherge of the hospitaliza-
tion of the sick and wounded., It keeps & complate
{ile of medizal cecords, Few realize the importance
of this department until they are sick or have an
accident or seek fo put in a claim for compensation,
Another important functicn of the medical depari-
memnt ia the inspection of all freeh meats and allied
food stuffe. Captain B. 5. Law, Veterlnary Fesarve,
is charged with this fask.

One of the meet impeetant features af the Clviliag
Conservation Corps has been the apportunity for
continuing edusational pursuits, The Sparta Dis-
trick has had an envisble record in this feld. The
District . Educational Department has besn ably
pilated by Mr. 1. K, Marshall, District Educaticszl
Advigar, FEduzation in the COC has consisted o
programs looking to the completion of the sight
gracles and high schocl. It has included vocational
fraining, avocations and job iraining, Each camp




has been provided with an atractive library, well
eupplind with hundreds of volumes of good reading
matter &3 well as a well fillad magazine rack, Thess
libraries oive the enrolles that valued ocpportuntty
af browsing about amang many authars, baoth old
and new. Many of the books deal directly with
vocations and cooupations, thue providing the seeker
with a chance to investigate this field to his heart's
content.

The district hae not besn unmindiul of ite charge
in the field of religlon and welfare, Eeligious services
are held in every camp practically otce a week.
Chaplains and contract clergyimen have dillgently
vialted the field, sought cut the enrclles and aided
him in solving many of hiz problems.

The Sparta District iz justly prowd of ite achiswe-
ments in athlefics, Paseball, basketball and sther
sparts are encoursged and a well organized all-
roupd program is maintained, District charmnpion-
ship awarde hang in the recrealion rocns of many
a prowd camp. A number of Sparta athletes have
gone forth to enter the professional world.

Sinee the taking over of the Fort Sheridan campe,
the: Sparta District has been charged with the task
of demobilizing Sixth Corps Area enrollees returmineg
from the west coast, as well as providing replace.
ments. Lhe first Conditioning Camp in 1938 was a
large tent camp at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, than
{ollowed three conditicning periods at Camp Skokie
Valley. Eealizing the necessity for adequate equip-
ment to efficiently care for these boys and speedily
get them on their way either hame ot lo 2 camp in
the west, & large permanent camp hes besn built
at Camp McCoy for this purpoee.  This camp ocon-
sists of twenty-five (25} barracks and a suitable
number of messhalls. In connection with this Con-
ditioning Camp, the Sixth Comps Avea Coaoks’ and
Baker's School has been established in regent wesks,
Here enrcllees from every company within the
boundariea of the Sixth Corps Area will study cook-
ing and baking and mess management for a period
af weeks affer which they will eatiurn fo their eom-
panies as graduate cooks and bakars.

Sinca its inception the district has been called
upon to meet grave emergensies in fire and flood.
When the drought of 1936 threatened the existence
ef the stapding timber in the northwest and local
fire fighling resgurces were enfirely inadedquate,
practically the enties district was mobilized. What
in years gone by would have proven an irreparakle
disnster was localized by hard work and long hours
ef flee fighting. The district poured forth its man
power and transporfation resources in the winier of
1937 for flocd relisf work., Battalions of enrolless
like solciers rushed fo the frant in time of war poured
through Sparta and Camp MeCoy on their way to
the Ohie and Mississippi Valley.

These stisring atforts into which distriot personnal
plunged with enthusioem demonstrate that the day
of high adventure 1z not past at lsast for the COC
when emergency calls.

Last bt not least we could not close this dissertas
tion on districk doings withaut menticning the routine
of distriet inepection. The constant check and re-
check by area and district inspecions 12 a factor that
looms large in mainfaining a high morale and
efficient administration and a safe camp [ka.

A COC camp iz a community in Stself. It has ife
own water werks, It elther has ifs own eleclric
light plant or buays it from a nearby source of supgly,
and it has lts own sewage dispesal system. Thus, it
will ba geen that practically all the prebleme of a
city ara {0 be found in a camp in mindabere.

Justice is administerad by the company com-
mander. Fire protection and regulations provide
for the setfing up of an efficlent fire fighting force
on am instant’s notice.  The local camp exchange
contitutes an opportunity for the retailing of the
small necessitios of life to the enrolless. Thiz with
the carmp theater forms a cooperative project wherein
the encolloes receive the benefit of the profits that
accrue therafrom.

Iry closing we would remind everyone of the fradi-
tions which has been created and maintained by
oar Distriet Commander, namely, that the district
and every member of the district staff and perscnnsl
exist for only one purpose, that of supplylng and
maintaining efficient, comfortable work camps.









