250 Newth Prdimrose Avernue

"The Daks"

M

This imposing mansion was buillt 18841885 Ffor William M. Morwos, after
winom the cibty of Moreovia is named. The architect, Solon I. Haas, also
designed the Los fArgeless City Hall. Moynroe served on the Los RAngeles City
Cowne i l,  and vo doubt becams acguainted withh the architect while the ity hall
was being constructed. Finished entively in redwosod with five fiveplaces and
thirtesn high-ceiling rooms, the house was one of the principal show places of
the San Gabriel Valley, arnd a testament to the wealth and peosition of its
CRTIET , It originally stood in the midst of an orchard and park which cone-
tained many rare brees aad shrobs, A large lawn, complete with granite foune
tain, stretohed out in Front of the house in its original southern orienta-

t i

I 18920, fouw vears after the Ffounding of Movwrovia, the house and grounds
wers purchased by E.F. Sperce and J.D. Ricknell, co-founders with Moroeoe, who
plarmed to open a "Young ladies College" associated with the University of
Southern California. Altough the school was established, it closed after
eightesn monthe of operat ion. I the years since, the survounding ovchard and
park have bDeen subdivided arnd the area immediately south of the hoose sold For
development as well. T ospite of this, the mansion still retains much of its
former architectural glory and is being lovingly restored by its present
CIWTIE, S,

"The Oaks" is an elaborately decorated Gueen Aone style mansion with
Fast lakse detailing. Eastlake was a popular style of ormnamentat ioon named Foe
Charles L. Eastlake, arn English interior desipgrer. It was freguently added to
Fmerican homes in the Qusen Arme style during the 1870s and 1880=. The long
vertical windows, exposed decorative roof brackets, elaborvate friese below the
oot Line, rectangular corner tower and fancy gable decoration are all characo-
teristic of the Eastlake styla. Buesy Arme style feabtuwres of the home are its
asymmatrical plarn, ornate second storvy poech, multi-gable roof, and corbeled
chimrnsys., T the second story porchy, now enclosed, tThe present owners haove
added periond stained glass windows. In the sarlier days of fthis century, 1t

e

was possible to see Catalina Island from that porch on a olear day.

Doubile doors with Eastlake detailing lead from the veranda inbo the lavrges
@ty hall and stairway. Large pocket doors oon the left and right, decorated
with a fan oo suabuwrst mobif, enabled the fromt parlors sand tThe entry hall o
be throws into one large arvea Tor entertaining. There is anobther pacloe in
the rear and a large dining ecoom on the vight. A single story wing of the
frouse contains the kitchewn, panmtry, two bathrooms, an of fice, aod service
. The upstairs hall gives access to the guest bedroom, children’s ro
bathroom, master bedroon, of Fice, and sewing roaon.

M

" The Oaks! has been placed on the Naticmal Register of Historic FPlaces
becanse of its excellent architectural design and because of the important
role 1t has played in the history of Momeovias
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CRENERAL: The 0Oaks as it wae originally known, was

built circa 1883-1885 by filliam Newton Monroe, the founder

of the town of Monrovia. TIts archilect was 30lon T. Hoazs, Qigﬁké>

t-

who also designed the Los &ngeles City . Hall. It i1s approxi-
mately 5,000 sguare feet in area, with % pavlours, 5 bed-
rooms, 3 vaths, kitchen, dining room, service porch, ani a
butler's pantry. Constructed entirely of local redvinod,

it has redwood faced fireplaces in 5 of its 1B rooms. -The
redwood woodwork as well as the fireplaces are hand carved.

The home is an elaborately decorated Quzen Anne style man-

sion with Bastlake detailing, so called for the English

O

&=

Tastlake who ponularized it,

interior desisner, Charles
This styling was often added to American Victorian and Queen
Anne houses during the 1870's and 1530's. fThe eitcrior is
decorated with exposed carved wood roof brackets, sawn wood
panels, rectangular wooden corner tower, and faacy sable
ends, all characteristics of the Wastlake style. It is how-
ever, basically & Queen Aﬁne structure, with an asvmmetrical

plan, ornate upper story porch cut into the southwest side,

and a picturesque roofline featuring gables, dormers, cocr-

15

belied chimneys and pointed tower. It was originally sitaa-
ted in the midst of a nark aﬁd nrchard which contained rare
trees and shrubs as well as haviﬂg an extensive léwn with
gsranite fountain and ponl in front of the house,(sguth side).
At omeg time, in $he year 1896, the house &nd grounds wexe

purchased by . P. Svence and J. 0. iiicknell, co-founders of
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Menrovia along with Monroe, who intended to operate a "Young
Iadies College" under the auspices of the University of 3South-
ern California. G5Some changes were made at this time, however,
after only 18 montbhs thé venture failed. Gubseguently, the
house passed through a number of ownexrs and the land was sold
off for other homes. At one time, it was used as a bhoarding
house. A number of reoms were_fitted out with kitchenettes
for the convenience of the tenants. The mansion maintains
much of its orginal glory and is being painstakingly rgstored’-
by its current owners, George and Sheila Dragan. It is list-
ed on the National Register of Historic Places,

PARTICULARS: The current owners who purchased it in

1977, found the house wallpapered and woodwork painted white
and gold throughout, and filled with trash. They have bna-
tiently stripped woodwork, repaired 1t, and removed wallpaﬁer,:
as well as mut up new ceilings in—etrl—bat-one—reom. The walls
throughout are 12 feet high, There are a total of five stain-
ed glass windows in "the. house, none of which are original to
the home.

HATI: The double entry doors have a loung transom light

T a
above. The Hall itself measvres 39' X ¥'. Anaglypta or em-

bossed ceiling panels are not orignal to the structure and
were installed by the preseﬁt owners (5Seors—predoet). The
fireplace is original with shelves above aﬁd oﬁ the sides for
display use. Woodwork in the hall, as well as the upper hall,

ining m and nt pe ur is somew mor rate n
dining room and front parlour is somewhat more elaborate tha

what is found throughout the rest of the house.. Note the ad-

-
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difional flourishes above the bullseye molding in the corners
above door frames and windows.,

FRONT PARTOUR: "o left as you enter is the Green Room,

the pocket doors are 9 feet *tall and carved with a fan shape
or sunburst design and trimmed with elaborate bullseye mold-
ing. The bay windows are on the first floor of the tower
(southwest facing). The fireplace has half spindles, brick,
and iron: Note the fanciful -wicker—furaibure anéﬁcolor scheme
of pink and green which give the room a light, a@ry feeling.

In the ékﬁﬁggi a working Victrola (cabinet styvle) can also

be seen. |

BACK PARTOUR: This room is currently in the process

of restoration and ds—wet—available—Ffor viewine, It does .

however, featnre—wall &fencilinr—dons hy Pattiand—FeffRoek-

kin, which ths professionally., A dressing-area and small

bathroom are adjacent to this room.

STATRWAY: PFeatures a gspindle gallery, turned posts,
two pendants, and a baluster with stickwork. The posts at»
the foot of the stairs presented aquite a challenge, they
had been 'antiqued" by a previous ownef who used white and gold
paint. In this area, as yoﬁ ascend ané descend the stairs; |
take note of the wall paper which has been‘épplied in one
continvous strip from haseboard to ceiling. Abhove %he north
facing end of the house,'over.thé landing,'thefe'is a coved
ceiling and another of the stained glass windows, which lends

‘1light and interest to this area.

KITCHEN: Originally food was cooked in a.cook house
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building and brought to the kitchen. There is a food pass:
through in the pantry for conveunience in transfering foed
from kitchen to dining room. The present owners insfalled
the cabinets which are old, and they chose and executed the
frosting design themselves. There is wainscotting and the
bullseye molding here is more simple than elsewhere in the
house. The owners also installed the Ren Franklin stove
which is_both attractive and functiomal. Through a french
door at the back of the kitchen tan be seen an attractive
_stained glass panel window which was made by one of their
daughters. In.the area bedween—the—dinivp—room-and—kitchen

be—sure t0 note the "Hoosier Cupboard" and its self contained

flour bin aad sifter. ,Ki)téﬂrﬂchbmﬂﬁakn Ao A,

NDinines Hoom: The double-doored china cupboard is ori-

ginalf it now contains some of Mrs, Dragan's favorite pieces
includinr—e—porealain -set-wannfaetvred—in-lzechoslovakias
Here too is seen anather of the five carved and decorated
redwood fireplaces. The trim here is also redwood and echées
the motif found throughout the house. The color choices are
the Dragan's own, and compleément the French Inaltera wall-
paper (wh&fﬁrjﬁTﬁﬁ?ﬁH‘fsmﬁvuieﬁgep~ava%iahiﬁvﬁ Here again is
the“builseye motif in the molding around doors and windows.
Mr. Monroe had buttons installed under the table wi£h which
he could summon a servant simply by stepping on it. At the
presen£ time, a carpet covers this area so they are not visi-
ble. (Note the'carved cherﬁb seated abtove—the—bnuffet, his

O - Mw%(iﬁ—/
name is Patrick.)

A AT YN YR ST T G 4 e L

fn



The Qaks - 5

FAINW PARIOUR: To the right as you enter the downstairs

hall is the 35 by @gﬂ%oot main @arlour, whieh—hkas recently
been redone. It is actually a double room with a door at

each end euntering onto the main hallway. It has large pocket
doors facing the Gfeen Roowm. These doore are also decorated
with a fan shape or sunburst motif with the bulleye molding
detail above. This area containq a4 handsome large fireplace

at ifs north end. The wallpaperlng was selected by the Dragans
and the Jjob itself completed by ¥r. Dragan. This parlour con-

tains an eclectic mix of furniture in styles representative

of the era, in both large and small scalﬁ;Y_EEEE‘E¥EE§*£§¥E\\

—

w',_,—_———_._-—..‘_\______-_-____-__.__-__________,,..-—----—"_—“—'-——--.___
entimental attachments for the owners, such as the marble

topped coffee table in froumt of the sofa. It originally be- \
|
longed to Mrs. Dragan's family and was modified by her father‘ﬂ//
f |
e —————

from a taller piece. : B
. e st

-_,««f”7 '
///’ﬁicﬂ TORCH: OQriginally was open. Hote pendant of

\
L
stairs when passing back into main hall. ) ngﬁﬂxﬁq;;ﬁ

— A : 2V
SECOND FLOOR @J@Q P O/&ngt "N )b&t'efv‘”& k/ @V «,Mf‘"" ;
GUEST BEDROOMN : Contalns some handsome oak furnltul 0@4
of which ope piece is known as a highboy. Ef s k”
gan's collection 5 sware and melfled\Oll 1amp ac+
cent ,ﬁh&‘drf?ser/ thgrﬁ\/%f\ke stv?e table i rs 1ﬂadj p*;
ing into adjoining Children's room, -is a unlque trdvellnr '( bwy&/

u}/

tollstte case, é’g&
- CHIIDRIN'S ROOW¥: This room contains the upper wlndow %}a

1 oL 3 . . .
of the tower (southwest faCLng) which was orlglnally open v 0’ ”

but- was closed in by a previous owner. This room contains

¥rs. Dragan's antigue children's furnituvre collection.
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BATHROOM: The house at one time (during Wi TI) was
nsed by boarders. The bedrooms had sinks and kitchennettes
fbr the use of the tenants. The clawfooted tub was initially
under the windows, but the current owners moved it into an

alcove borrowed by using closet space from the adjoining

e

S

room and installed fretwork ahove. ©The staned glass window
is 1 of 4 identical windows installed by the nresent owners,

only oxn Fh ! &85, 1ne wainscotting here is

partially original and partially supvlemented by duplicated
pieces by the current owners, The gas stove is both attrac-
tive and functional. The vanity is an adaptation of a small

dresser, a—erever—tdea. The double medicine cabinet above

RICLtAN

!

is original. WNote—here—the -eochalt—hlrne—cotteetion-of medicine
hottles i

HASTER EDROCH: A large roow, it measur®s approxi.-

mately 16 by 20 feet. Zhis room contains several attractive
oak pieces, including a swall-desk—with-piseonholes and weiting
vretform ideal for housekeeping records.—

/0FFICGR: Some very nice ##k pieces here,

includings larse roll top desk and chair. TUnusual feature is
the double doorway aboe the closet which leads to the attic.
There 1is much storage room ahove, the peak of the attic is
15 feet in higght. The ceiling here is the euly one lefl

as it was by current owners. | R

SEWING ROOM: 2EEs -room was originally-usedfo store—

. . ) . 1 !
trurks—and—lugeage;henee—itslarge size. It fatures a gas

stove particularly helpful to suppnlement during .cool days.
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Ldjacent fo this room is the laundry area witﬁuifzigr_und» -
ok Ao ‘ 2 o At Ao d-ny X t ocdeetes

dryer. Very convenient for family use, nearest tne source
and storage of most laundry. (WNot open for viewing),

UPPER HATIL: The molding in this area is slightly more

elaborate th#sn elsewhere with additional flourishes in top
corners above bullseye molding detalil, Very wide area gives
access to all rooms oun upper floor. Iote large gentleman's
dressing mirror and-staorage unit-t6-—rixl '; very unusual plece,

PINAT, NOTR3: All the rooms of the house are intercon-

.nected with either single or double doors, pocket doors or
conventional style, these all of redwood. Seme—ef_the celol

chodces for wallpaper and paint are-no—longer—avaliladiefrom—

thedtr-manunfactyrerss
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7. 250 North Primrose Avenue (The Oaks)

Known as "The QOaks" this mansion was built in 1885 for William N,
Monroe, Monrovia's founder, by architect Solon I. Haas, who aliso bullt
the Los Angeles City Hall. Constructed entirely of redwood with five
fireplaces and thirteen high-ceilinged rooms, the house was one of the
new town's principal show places and a testament to the wealth and posi-
tion of its' owner. It originally stood in the midst of an orchard
which contained many rare trees and shrubs. A large lawn, complete with
a granite fountain and pool stretched out in front of the south-facing
entrance.

In 1890 the house and grounds were purchased by E. F, Spence and J. D.
Bicknell, co-founders of the town with Monroe, who planned to open a "Young
Ladies College" associated with the University of Southern California.
Although the school was established,after about eighteen months the venture
failed. Over the years the surrounding area along with the pool and
fountain have fallen to development, however, the mansion still retains
much of its' former architectural glory and is being painstakingly re-
stored by its' present owners.

The Oaks 1s an elaborately decorated Queen Anne style mansion with Eastlake
detailing. Eastlake was a popular style or ornamentation named for Charles
Eastlake, an English interior designer, which was often added to American
Victorian and Queen Anne style houses in the 1870's and 1880's. The long,
vertical windows, exposed decorative roof brackets, sawn wood panels

ringing the house below the roofline, rectangular corner tower and fancy
gable ends are all characteristics of the Eastlake stule. While the house
is decorated in Eastlake style, it is still basically a Queen Anne structure,
with its' asymmetrical plan, ornate upper story porch cut into the south
side, and picturesque roofline featuring gables, dormers, corbelled chimneys
and pointed tower.

The second floor of the tower was once an open porch, from which Catalina
Island could be seen on a clear day. It was subsequently enclosed and the
present owners have added period stained glass windows.

Because of its' excellent architectural design and as the home of Monrovia's
founder "The Oaks' played an important role in the city's history and 1is
now listed on the National Register of Historic Places.




Dear Joe,

| have gone through the index to the excerpts from the "Monrovia Planet" and the "Monrovia Messenger" from 1886 to
1891, and read all the entries pertaining to the Monroe family. | could find only one entry regarding social events at "The
Oaks", and it follows:

WILL RECEIVE

Mrs. W. N. Monroe, assisted by Mrs. Tom Monroe and Mrs. W. H. Cook, will receive their friends at the residence of W. N.
Monroe on Monday next, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

This news item is from the "Monrovia Planet" of December 31, 1887. Since New Year's Day 1888 fell on Sunday, it was
obsened on Monday instead. Mrs. Tom Monroe was the wife of W. N. Monroe's uncle, Thomas Monroe. Mrs. W. H. Cook
was the wife of the Cashier of the Granite Bank, in which W. N. Monroe was a director and stockholder.

"The Oaks" is listed for sale in the "Monrovia Messenger" of April 11, 1889, without a purchase price being mentioned.
The sale included the ten acres surrounding the house, which had been landscaped with many trees and shrubs from around
the world. W. N. Monroe had signed a contract to build a railroad in Chile, hence the sale of the home.

Best regards,

Stewe

Friday, June 07,2002 America Online: MonroviaHistory Page: 1
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Staff photos by MIKE MUI.I.EN

THE HISTORIC HOME of William Monroe, founder of Monrovia, is for sale w1th an asking price of $1.25 million.

Monroe home fixed up, on market again

'MONROVIA HISTORIAN Steve Baker

walks through the Monroe mansion,
which was built in 1885.

By Sonya Geis

STAFF WRITER

ONROVIA — In 1885,

Monrovia’s founding father

built a lasting monument to

his family — a spectacular

Victorian mansion with 16
rooms and a corner tower.

Barely four years later, William
Monroe and his family moved away.

The house’s most recent owners
have also poured their hearts and
labor into the house, only to put it up
for sale after 22 months for $1.25 mil-
lion,

In 2002, Paul and Jill Steed and their
two young children came from Prince-
ton, N.J., where they lived in an inn
from the 1750s that they had restored
themselves.

They moved to Monrovia for work
opportunities, and are now moving to
North Carolina for the same reason.

They leave behind a buffed and
shining relic of Monrovia’s history.

Previous owners of the house at
250 N. Primrose Ave. had painted its
wood friezes white with gold accents.
The exterior was several shades of

7 anmu manswﬂ o

1 l Yanr canstmcted. 1885
‘M Listing: National Register of Hnstonc
Places i
W Style: Queen Anne Victorian ;
M Number of square feet: 5,000
B Number of rooms: 16
W Number of fireplaces: 5
‘W Architectural features: Muiti-gabeled |
‘roof; Eastlake detailing on windows; fire-
 places and doors; finished entirely in old-
 growth redwood; wood-buming stove in
' Kkitchen; new or restored antique ﬁxmres
in bathrooms
W Price: $1.25 miflion Al

pink and purple.

“Older houses are very, very beauti-
ful,” Paul Steed said. “But over the
decades, instead of fixing things right,
(owners) tend to cover them.”

The Steeds set about transforming
the cavernoiis mansion into a museum
piece. They oiled hinges on redwood
doors to make them slide smoothly in
their built-in pockets. They ripped lay-
ers of carpet, paint and linoleum from *

Please turn to MANSION / A6

PAGE 1
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MANSION

In Monroe’s day, the house
was a popular entertainment
spot for family friends from Los

Angeles, Stephen Baker, a homing pigeons,’

But his family didn’t stay
away for long.
“They were almost like

nger §aid.




“The OAKS”

‘@&« William Newton Monroe's ».©r

THE ©®AKS

The founding of Monrovia in 1886 was surely a grand day

in the life of founder William Newton Monroe, but no less
significant was the building, in 1885, of his grand resi-
dence “The OAKS”. The showplace home is built entirely
of redwood and boasts 12 foot ceilings, two story Victorian
Eastlake styling, sliding solid wood doors and inter-
connected doorways from room to room.

The home has been restored to its original splendor by
the present owners, George & Sheila Dragan. Their pride
in restoration is evident throughout the house in the
authentic interior decor. Features include five fireplaces,
five bedrooms, two parlours, three bathrooms, a large
entry hall, a dining room, living room, and butler’s pantry
by the period kitchen. The owners are pleased to offer the
house to any location or film production company
seeking to use all or part of the property for filming.

Contact George or Sheila Dragan at (818) 358-5594 or write to them at 250 North Primrose Avenue, Monrovia, California 91016.




The entry hall shows off the wood floors, spindl galetawa with turned
posts, and is the center point between the large living room and west parlours. The
entry includes a fireplace near the stairway.

The living room & fron parlour feature nine foot tall carved wood doors trimmed
with bullseye molding. The doors slide for privacy, atmosphere, etc.




The kitchen contains a Ben Franklin stove and other decor indigenous to the
1880’s.

Diners at the OAKS could apperciate the built-in china closet and fireplace with
Eastlake carving. Those features remain in the dining room today.




THE
OAKS

The OAKS is only 18 miles
from the heart of Hollywood
and Los Angeles in nearby
Monrovia. It is nestled in
the foothills, north of the
210 Foothill Freeway and
west of the 605 San Gabriel
River Freeway. It is in a
residential neighborhood on
a quiet street that is easily
accessible to all vehicles.

To reach the OAKS, exit the
210 Freeway at Myrtle Ave.
& turn north (toward the
mountains). Continue up
Myrtle Avenue to Foothill
Boulevard and turn left. Go
west on Foothill Boulevard
two blocks to Primrose Ave.
and turn right. Continue up
Primrose Ave. to the OAKS
at 250 North Primrose Ave.

Many film production com-
panies have enjoyed film-
ing in Monrovia. To make
an appointment to see the
OAKS, please call George
or Sheila Dragan at:
818/358-5594

or write to them at:

250 North Primrose Avenue
Monrovia, California 91016

Exterior featu
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