
250 North Primrose Avenue 
11 Tl1e Uaks" 

This imposing mansion was built 1884-1885 for William N. Monroe, after 
whom the city of Monrovia is named. The architect, Solon I. Haas, also 
designed the Los Angeles City Hall. Monroe served on the Los Angeles City 

Council, and no doubt became acquainted with the architect while the city hall 
was being constructed. Finished entirely in redwood with five fireplaces and 

thirteen high-ceiling rooms, the house was one of the principal show places ot 

the San Gabriel Valley, and a testament to the wealth and position of its 
owner. It originally stood in the midst of an orchard and park which con­

tained many rare trees and shrubs. A large lawn, complete with granite foun­
tain, stretched out in front of the house in its original southern orienta-
t i or-,. 

In 1890, four years after the founding of Monrovia, the house and grounds 
were purchased by E.F. Spence and J.D. Bicknell, co-founders with Monroe, who 
pli::\nnec:I to open a "Y,::,un�1 Lc:�clie�, College" .,,\s�5,:::,ci.::d;ed with tht-� LJ1r1ivr-2rsity of 
Southc�rr-, California. Althou�1h the school was et=:;tablished, it closed after 
eighteen months of operation. In the years since, the surrounding orchard and 
park have been subdivided and the area immediately south of the house sold for 
development as well. In spite of this, the mansion still retains much of its 
former architectural glory and is being lovingly restored by its present 
Oll'lners .. 

''The Dc,\ks'' j_s c:\n elaborately decorated G!ueen Anne style? mar,�;ion with 
Eastlake detailing. Eastlake was a popular style of ornamentation named for 
Charles L. Eastlake� an English interior designer. It was frequently added to 
American homes in the Queen Anne style during the 1870s and 1880s. The long 
vertical windows, exposed decorative roof brackets, elaborate frieze below the 
roof line, rectangular corner tower and fancy gable decoration are all charac­
teristic of the Eastlake style. Queen Anne style features of the home are its 
asymmetrical plan, ornate second story porch, multi-gable roof, and corbeled 

chimneys. To the second story porch, now enclosed, the present owners have 
,::1dded period stained glc:1ss 1ti:i.1'·1dows. In tht:? ec:l.Y'lier dayr:5 of this century,, it 
was possible to see Catalina Island from that porch on a clear day. 

Double doors with Eastlake detailing lead from the veranda into the large 

entry hall and stairway. Large pocket doors on the left and right, decorated 
with a fan or sunburst motif, enabled the front parlors and the entry hall to 
be thrown into one large area for entertaining. There is another parlor in 

the rear and a large dining room on the right. A single story wing of the 
house contains the kitchen, pantry, two bathrooms, an office, anc:I service 
porch. The upstairs hall gives access to the guest bedroom, children's room, 

bathroom, master bedroom, office, and sewing room. 

"The Dal-(15 11 has b!-?en placed on the Nat ic,n.-:.·d Regi'..;;ter of Hi-:storic Places 
because of its excellent architectural design and because of the important 
role it has played in the history of Monrovia. 
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hui i_ t circa 1883-1885 by ·,ril liam 7\Tewt.0 11 Monroe, tne founder 

of the town of r:;onrovia. Its archj_tect was 3olon I, H:J.as, �ff.J,AS)

wbo also desi:3ned t1-1e Los tn,celes City_ .. Hall.. It is ap_proxi­

mately 5,000 sq11are feet in area, with 3 parlours, 5 bed-

rooms, 3 baths, kitchen, dining toom, service porch, anJ a 

butler's __ pantry. Const:nlcted entirely of local red\·i,)od, 

it 'has redwood faced fireplaces in 5 of j_ts l'B roo,ns. '�he 

_redwood woodwork as well as the fireplaces are hand cafved. 

The home is an el::3borc1tP.ly deco:rated Qlle;en Anne styls man­

sion with Eastlak8 rletaiJj_ri3, s0 col led for the En:::;lj_s}1 

intP,'ior rl8s11_::ner, r.narJ. P s ::'astlc:Jke v,ho IJOI111la r-i7,��d it. 

i:'hic=: styline: was often adJeJ to 0 M.rne1.·ie::ln Victoric.n and :J:_lCen 

Anne houses during the 1870'� ariJ lGtO's. The exLcrior is 

decorated with expo�3ed carved Hood roof brackets, sc:,v:n i·,,)od 

pane ls, rectangular wood en corner tovrer s and fancy t>l b le _ 

ends, all 0 characteristics of the ·i,:astlake style. It is ho'.-:-. 

ever, basically a Queen Anne structure, wi t11 an 3.f.:;y-:-r.metrical 

plan, ornate upper story poich cut into the southwcct 
' 

. 

and o. I:icturesq_ue roofline feat1JTinc e;ables,_ do:rme�·:,, 

C".: .. l O 
... ; J.. ,,. ...... ' 

cor-

belled chi_rnneys and pointed tower. It v,cas ort5ina:lly si i, tl3.­

ted in the midst of a r,ark and r')t'Gr1<'.,rd wl1ich contained i0 are 

trees and shrubs as we 11 as h2. vii·ip: an . extensive lawn with 
_, 

eranite fountain and l)Onl 5.n front of tlrn bouse, (s0utl1 side). 

At one time, in the year 18�0, the llo LlSC 2nd gro w1J s ·,.,;ere 

_pur:_chased by E. F. ;]l1ence and J. 0 .. /3.i.clrnell, co.-founJers of 

1 
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r,1oi1rovi:..i. along with Munroe, vdw j_ntended to operate a "Younc 

Ladies College 11 under tl1e auspices of t11e university of 3outr1-:­

ern California. Some changes were made at this time, however, 

after only 18 months the venture failed. Gubsequently, the 

house passed through a number of owne�� and the land was sold 

off for other homes. At one time, it was Llsed as a r)oardine; 

house. A number of rooms were fitted out with kitchenettes 

for the convenience of the tenants. The mansion rnaintains 

much of its original e;lory and is beine; painstakingly restored <

by its cur:i;ent owners, George and :�hej_la J)ra8an. It is list­

ed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

PARJ:ICULARS: The current owners who purchased it in 

1977, found the house wallpapered and woodwork painted \{hi te 

and �old throughout, and_filled with trash. They have pa­

tien�ly stripped woodwork, repaired it, and removed wallpuper, 

as well as put up ne·.v ceilings .hJ.-l..--8:"ll but one room. '.l.'he walls 

throughout are 12 feet hi.e;h. :rnere are a tri t-al of five _stain­

ed glass windows in �he house, nonR of which are original� 

the home. 

HAI,J,: The 

above. The Ball 

double 
' . 

itself 

enti;y doors 

measures·- 39' 

11ave a lone; transorn ligbt ---
\ -�; 

X � - Anag�ypta or em-

bas-Bed ceilin� panels are not oi::-i&ial to th,e structure and 

were installed by the _present owners ( h� pseodAsd:). The 

fireplace is or:ie;inal With shelvc�S at),OVe and On the Sides for 

display use. Woodwork in the ball, as well as tbe. npper hall, 

dining room and front pc1rloux is somewhat more elaborate than 

what is found throughout the rest oft.he house .. Note the ad-
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di funaJ. flourj_shes above the h 'Jllseye rnolding in the corners 

above door frames and ~indows. 

FRONT PARTDTJR: 'i:o left as you ente1_ .. is the fire en noorn: 

the pocket doors are q feet tall and carved with a fan shape 

or sunburst desie;n and trimmed with elaborate bullseye mold-

ing. The bay windows are on the first floor of the tower 

(southwest facing). The firepla·ce has half .spindles, brick, 

of :pink and green whic.h e;ive( the room a lj._sl!t, airy feelin_r:. 

~ In thP ..eerf'\eF, a workinr; ITictrola ( cahi!let; style) can also 

be seen. 

BACK PAPT.OTJR: This room is currently in the pro cess 

of restorati.on anQ.... j_s .not ava~Je for vj.,.ewjn .:;._ It. does 

·]nne 

dressina area an~ small 
'-' 

bathroom are adjacent to thi.s r:oom. 

STAIH':!AY: Featnres a spindle t;.:lllery, -turned posts, 

two pendants, and a l)aluster witl1 stickwork. The .rosts at 

the foot of the stairs presented quite a challenge, they 

had been 'antiqued" by a previous owner who used v1l1ite and e;old 

paint. In this area, . ·as you ascend and descend t1Je stairs: 

takB note of tiJe · wall paper which has t)een ar)lllied in one 

continuous strip from baseboard to ceiling. A11nve U1e north 

facing end of the house, over th~ landina. theie i~ a 8oved 
'-' • U I 

ceiling and another of the stained e;lass windows, which lends 

·light and interest to this area. 

KITCHEN: Originally food was cooked in a. cook house 
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buildin: and brouGht to. t11e kitchen. ']:"he.re is a food. pass· 

through in the pantry for convenience in transferinc food 

from kitchen to dining room. The present owners installed 

the cabinets which are old, and they chose and executed the 

frosting design themselves. �here is wainscottin� and the 
-· - .. ... . 0 

.. 

bullseye molding here is more simple than elsewhere in the

house. The ovmers also in:3talled .tne Den Franklin stove

which is both attractive ond functi.onal. Thronr;}1 a frenc11

door at the back of the kitchen can be seen an attractive

stained gl�ss panel window which was made by one of their

4 

h�to' note the "Hoosier Cupboard" and its self- contained 

flour bin and sifter. �(�) � :� • 

Dinin� Room: The doubJ.e-doored china c��board is ori-
r ' 

ginal, it now contains some of Mrs.· Dragan t s f�vorite pieces 

incl ud: ± 11 t. a f3G� J a i n s e t rn a,;.i�-G.z.@-8-he-s-±e-vt:tk±ct� 

Here too is seen another of the five carved and decorated 

redwood fireplaces. The trim here is also redwoo� and echoes 

the motif found throughout the house. The color choic.es are 

the Dragan's own, and compl�ment the French Inaltera wall-

the .. bullseye motif :in the moldine; c1.round doors and windows. 

Nr. Monroe had buttons installed under the table with which 

he could summon a servant sim1,1y·oy s�epping_on it. /i .. t the 

present time, a carpet covers this area so they are not visi­

ble. ( Note tl1e · carved cherub seated citmvc..- tlw bnffe4;, his 
� /YV'---'� 

name is Patrick.) 
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:I/1..IH PA RID on: To the rigl1 t a:::; you enter the dowr1sta:i.rs 

-.� 
hall is the 35 by lJ foot maj_n parlour, w-i,ich hos recentJ,.y:-

been re-done. It is _actnally a double room witl1 a door at: 

each end entering onto the main hallway. It has large pocket 

doors facing the Green Room. These dpors are also decorated 

witb a fan shape or sunburst motif with the bulleye molding 

detail above. This area contains a handsome large fireplace 

at its _porth end. The wallpaperinz v,as selected by the Dragans 

and the job itself completed by Mr. Dragan. Thia parlour con­

tains an �clectic mix of furniture in styles representati.ve 

of the era, in both lare;e and sniall scale. nany i terns have 

entimental attachments for the owners, such as the marble 

topped coffee table in front of the sofa. It originally be-

longed to j'-;r::,. Drae;an 's f2.rnily and \·!3.s 1nodiff'ed by her father 

from a taller· piece. 

bpt_was closed in by a previous owner. This room contains

Firs. Jka�an's antique children's furnit1Jre coJlection. 
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The house o.t one time ( du ... rin.3 \f,-,' 

6 

TTl 
•. -� J 

\'.'88 

us�d by boarders. The bedroo�s had sinks and kitche�nettes 

for the use of tbe tenants. - The clGwfooted tub was initially 

under the windows, but the current owners moved it into an 

alcove borrowed by usin� closet space .from the adjoining 

room and installed fretwork a1:iove. Tl1e stained g;lass vnnoow 

is 1 of 4 ider1tical windows in,=:;t:allerl by the_ ::_,resent ovrners; 

onJ...v on The wainscottin� here is 

partially orieinal and partially supple�e�ted hy duplicated 
-

. 

pieces by the current owners. The sas stove is bJth attrac­

tive and functional. 'l:he vanity is an adaptation of a small 

dresser, �. The d0ubl.e rnedicine cal)inet above 

---

?-'A..--;TD,�?_ -;EDnOC:-1: A large roon1, it rn,:::asure:s approxi-

mately 16 by 20 feet. This room contains several attractive 

inclli_din.::; larie roll· top desk and cl1sj_r. Unus112l fe:J.ture is 

the double doorway abo.e the closet which 18ads to :t:110 attic. 

1heFe is much storace room above, the peak of the attic is 

15 feet in hi_rzbt. The ceilint: here is the only one left 

as it was by current owners . 

.C{S't!JJTG ROOf.1: � -rDQ,i[ WctS o�-Ba-1:-l-y--L+&e�.Q�t'e---

tF-tm-k.s and lufseage, trett-e·e its l��si_z_� 
1 

It fmt\ires a gas 

stove particularly helpful to SL1PlJlement during -coo 1 days. 
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l\.djacen
_ 
t to this roorn is tl1e lG.lmdry area wi tr ',v·.2sJ1er and�

-,-

�-t, � �) 0- �- >le> �� � -t-�
<'

� 
dryer. Ver�r conve°nient ·for farnily use, nearest the source 

. 

. 

and stora8e of most laundry. (Not n_pen for viewin�). 

UPPER HA:LL: The rno ldinc; in tM.s area is slightly more 

elabor;:ite tll:::;n elsewbere wj_th addj_tion�l flourishe::-� in tor 

corners above bullseye molding detail. Very wide area gives 

access to all rooms on upper floor. Hote la�ge gentleman's 

dressing __ mirror arnl--storr1ge imit to ri-:-._'.;h.:t;, very 1_musual piece. 

FINAL NOTE:3: All tbe rooms of the house are intercon­

_ nected with either sincle or double doors, pocket do0rs or 

conventional style, these all of redwood. ::°'rG-ffle o� 

J � - . t 7 �- �� __,, c�e for wal paper Eu1c-l--±Jal..D , ar-&---Be---i,.G -l-�a.vc.t.L.L<.'.lu.1.e rrnm 

.. �i ., ... --;- • ,._ :__ .• • ' -" '. . 
. 

.. • • 
•.•. -· .-··. --�. • -.·. . � • • . �:.-·- �---�- . �,.. �.-,· • . : •. ·-· ·- • • • •• •• . • : •• h • .,,. ,. " •• ' - •• 



7. 250 North Primrose Avenue (The Oaks)

Known as "The Oa}�s" this mansion was built in 1885 for Wi 11 iam N. 

Monroe, Monrovia's founder, by architect Solon I. Haas, wlw a lsu lrni l t 

the Los Angeles City Hall, Constructed entirely of redwood with five 

fireplaces and thirteen high-ceilinged rooms, the house was one of the 

new town's principal show places and a testament to the wealth and posi­
tion of its' owner. It originally stood in the midst of an orchard 
which contained many rare trees and shrubs. A large lawn, complete with 
a granite fountain and pool stretched out in front of the south-facinc 
entrance, 

In 1890 the house and grounds were purchased by E. F. Spence -and J, D. 
Bicknell, co-founders of the town with Monroe, who planned to open a "Young 
Ladies College" associated with the University of Southern California. 

Although the school was established,after about eighteen months the venture 
failed. Over the years the surrounding area along with the pool and 

fountain have fallen to development, however, the mansion still retains 
much of its' former architectural glory and is being painstakingly re­
stored by its' present owners. 

The Oaks is an elaborately decorated Queen Anne style mansion with Eastlake 
detailing, Eastlake was a popular style or ornamentation named for Charles 
Eastlake, an English interior designer, which was often added to American 
Victorian and Queen Anne style houses in the 1870's and 1880's. The long, 
vertical windows, expo�ed decorative roof brackets, sawn wood panels 
ringing the house below the roofline, rectangular corner tower and fancy 
gable ends are all characteristics of the Eastlake stule. While the house 

is decorated in Eastlake style, it is still basically a Queen Anne structure, 
with its' asymmetrical plan, ornate upper story porch cut into the south 

side, and picturesque roofline featuring gables, dormers, corbelled chimneys 
and pointed tower. 

The second floor of the tower was once an open porch, from which Catalina 
Island could be seen on a clear day. It was subsequently enclosed and the 
present owners have added period stained glass windows. 

Because of its' excellent architectural design and as the home of Monrovia's 
founder "The Oaks" played an important role in the city's history and is 

now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

_,.." ·· 



Dear Joe, 

I have gone through the index to the excerpts from the "Monrovia Planet" and the "Monrovia Messenger" from 1886 to 

1891, and read all the entries pertaining to the Monroe family. I could find only one entry regarding social events at "The 
Oaks", and it follows: 

WILL RECEIVE 

Mrs. W. N. Monroe, assisted by Mrs. Tom Monroe and Mrs. W. H. Cook, will receive their friends at the residence of W. N. 
Monroe on Monday next, between the hours of 9 a. m. and 4 p. m. 

This news item is from the "Monrovia Planet" of December 31, 1887. Since New Year's Day 1888 fell on Sunday, it was 
observed on Monday instead. Mrs. Tom Monroe was the wife of W. N. Monroe's uncle, Thomas Monroe. Mrs. W. H. Cook 

was the wife of the Cashier of the Granite Bank, in which W. N. Monroe was a director and stockholder. 

"The Oaks" is listed for sale in the "Monrovia Messenger'' of April 11, 1889, without a purchase price being mentioned. 
The sale included the ten acres surrounding the house, which had been landscaped with many trees and shrubs from around 

the world. W. N. Monroe had signed a contract to build a railroad in Chile, hence the sale of the home. 

Best regards, 

Steve 

Friday, June 07, 2002 America Online: MonrovlaHlstory Page: 1 



Staff photos by MU<E MULLEN 
THE HISTORIC HOME of William Monroe, founder of Monrovia, is for sale with an asking price of $1.25 million. 

Monroe home fixed up, on market again 

· MONROVIA HISTORIAN Steve Baker
walks through the Monroe mansion,
which was built in 1885.
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MANSION 

,By Sonya Gels 
STAFF WRITER 

M
ONROVIA� In 1885, 
Monrovia's founding father 
built a lasting monument to 
his family - a spectacular 
Victorian mansion with 16 

rooms and a comer tower. 
Barely four years later, William 

Monroe and his family moved away. 
The house's most recent owners 

have also pour¢ their hearts and 
labor into the house, only to put it up 
for sale after 22 months for $1.25 mil­
lion. 

In 2002, Paul and Jill Steed and their 
two young children came from Prince­
ton, N.J., where they lived in an inn 
from the 1750s that they had restored 
themselves. 

They moved to Monrovia for work 
opportunities, and are now moving to 
North Carolina for the same reason. 

They leave behind a buffed and 
shining relic of Monrovia's history. 

Previous owners of the house at 
250 N. Primrose Ave. had painted its 
wood friezes white with gold accents. 
The exterior was several shades of 

• Year constructed: 1885
• Listing: National Register of Historic
Places
• style: Queen Anne Victorian
• Number of square feet: 5,000
• Number of rooms: 16
• Number of fireplaces: 5
• Architectural features: Multi-gabeled
roof; Eastlake detailing on windows; fire­
places and doors; finished entirely in old­
growth redwood; wood-burning stove in
kitchen; new or restored antique fixtures
in bathrooms
• Price: $1.25 million

pink and purple. 
"Older houses are very, very beauti­

ful," Paul Steed said. "But over the 
decades, instead of fixing things right, 
(owners) tend tQ cover them." 

The Steeds set about transforming 
the cavernous mansion into a museum 
piece. They oiled hinges on redwood 
doors to make them slide smoothly in 
their built-in pockets. They ripped lay­
ers of carpet, paint and linoleum from· 

Please tum to MANSION / A6 

SATURDAY, JULY 31, 2004 "".

But his family didn't stay In Monroe's day, the house 
was a popular entertainment 
spot for family friends from Los 
Angeles, Stephen Baker·, a 

away for long. 
"They were almost like 

homing pigeoi:is," B�ker.�ai�.



"The OAKS" 

'@,,'cWilliam Newton Monroe's� 

�HE tlAKS 
The founding of Monrovia in 1886 was surely a grand day 

in the life of founder William Newton Monroe, but no less 

significant was the building, in 1885, of his grand resi­

dence "The OAKS". The showplace home is built entirely 

of redwood and boasts 12 foot ceilings, two story Victorian 

Eastlake styling, sliding solid wood doors and inter­

connected doorways from room to room. 

The home has been restored to its original splendor by 

the present owners, George & Sheila Dragan. Their pride 

in restoration is evident throughout the house in the 

authentic interior decor. Features include five fireplaces, 

five bedrooms, two parlours, three bathrooms, a large 

entry hall, a dining room, living room, and butler's pantry 

by the period kitchen. The owners are pleased to offer the 

house to any location or film production company 

seeking to use all or part of the property for filming. 

Contact George or Sheila Dragan at (818) 358-5594 or write to them at 250 North Primrose Avenue, Monrovia, California 91016. 



THE ©AKS� 

The entry hall shows off the wood floors, spindle gallery stairway with turned 
posts, and is the center point between the large living room and west parlours. The 
entry includes a fireplace near the stairway. 

• t 

The living room & front parlour feature nine foot tall carved wood doors trimmed 
with bullseye molding. The doors slide for privacy, atmosphere, etc. 

Parlour 1 features a lovely conversation area in furniture true to Victoriana. 



The child's room is highlighted by stained glass in the boxed bay window. 

The kitchen contains a Ben Franklin stove and other decor indigenous to the 
1880's. 

All bedrooms are light & airy and decorated in the style of the period. 

Diners at the OAKS could apperciate the built-in china closet and fireplace with 
Eastlake carving. Those features remain in the dining room today. 



�HE 
©AKS 

The OAKS is only 18 miles 

from the heart of Hollywood 

and Los Angeles in nearby 

Monrovia. It is nestled in 

the foothills, north of the 

210 Foothill Freeway and 

west of the 605 San Gabriel 

River Freeway. It is in a 

residential neighborhood on 
a quiet street that is easily 

accessible to all vehicles. 

To reach the OAKS, exit the 

210 Freeway at Myrtle Ave. 

& turn north (toward the 

mountains). Continue up 

Myrtle Avenue to Foothill 

Boulevard and turn left. Go 

west on Foothill Boulevard 

two blocks to Primrose Ave. 

and turn right. Continue up 

Primrose Ave. to the OAKS 

at 250 North Primrose Ave. 

Many film production com­

panies have enjoyed film­

ing in Monrovia. To make 

an appointment to see the 

OAKS, please call George 

or Sheila Dragan at : 

818/358-5594 

or write to them at: 

250 North Primrose Avenue 

Monrovia, California 91016 

Exterior features include a circular driveway, tower 
with bay windows and brick stairway & porch. 

� FLOOR PLAN� 

Downstairs 

Upstairs 

\I 

J 


