Getting D o n

Mr. Dols has been a teacher here for a total

of thirteen years, eleven of which have been and an inspiration to all of

spent here at MHS. He has taught Economics,
AP goverment, US History, geography, and
this year R.O.P Careers. He is also does
Fg_le_{shelp, being co-senior advisor, being an

advisor, and coordinating WASC. He
Is an extremely dedicated man, both to his
family and to his students. When asked what
he loved most about his job, he responded,
"the students." He is a strong believer that
through his students, he can make a positive
influence on the future, he loves getting
involved in his students lives, sharing in
their successes and helping them through
their failures. Mr. Dol's favorite quote Is,
"Each of us can change the world and make
it a better place, we iust need to be given the
tools to succeed and the desire to make that
change." Influenced by the similar attitudes
of his past teachers, Mr. Dols always wanted
to become a teacher.

When he is not busy with changing
the world for the bettter through his students,
Mr. Dols enjoy spending time with his family.
He has a wife and two kids, both of which
play sports and are involved in scouts, he
also enjoys playing his guitar and singing
country music. On Fridays, he sings for his
students, he hates to be alone and always has
to be with other people. He even has what he
calls his "primary homies" here on campus.

Mr. Dols is a great teacher
his students.

-Audrey Leonard
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My advice for students is: always do
your best, and always keep an open
mind about things, said Mrs. Natalie
Harrison, sitting across the room from me
with her legs crossed and palm slightly
under her chin. Harrison explained, "To
me the transformation of the students
from the disruptive day one to the final
day where they emerge successful, is
one reason why 1 like teaching. 1 love
to watch my students grow," she said.

Natalie Harrison, ateacher atMonrovia
high school for nine years, was born in
Glendora, California. As an only child,
she made her way to college where she
earned her Bachelors Degree in Social
Sciences Communications at USC
and later earned her Matsers Degree
in Education at Claremont Graduate
University. Mrs. Harrison is known
this year for teaching World History
and Pre-AP World History, but in the
past few years she's taught everything
from AP European History, Geography,
to AVID.

Harrison said she was really inspired
by one of her former teachers, Ms.
Littleton. She also said that she's always
had a passion and love for history. Her
least favorite thing about teaching would

have to be "grading all my students'
work," she laughed. In her spare time
Mrs. Harrison likes to read, see live
music, spend time with her family and
travel. She said she has already been
to Peru and Costa Rica, but she would
love to go to France and Eastern Europe.
"It's time to go across the Atlantic. But
I'm pregnant, so | don't know if I'll
be doing that anytime soon,"she said.
Traveling happens to give Harrison
more inspiration about World History.
Wheter she's traveling across the /
world or entertaining us with her
humor, Mrs. Natalie Harrison will
always be an inspiring teacher to
students here at Monrovia High
School.

-Brianna Mellinger
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From managing a laser tag
facility to teaching math, it's
all in a day's work for Mr.
Luis Vazquez. Vazquez has
been teaching math since 1995
at several different schools:
Eisenhower High School, Kranz
and Edgewood Middle School,
and since 2001, Monrovia High
School. He enjoys teaching math
to his students, because he feels
that he can communicate well
with others in mathematics.
"Thebesttilingaboutteaching is
when you see thatyour students
understand the concept of the
lesson," Vazquez says. For the
most part, Vazquez claims that
most of his students are actually
in his class to be induged with
education and he enjoys them
very much, depending on
his mood or amount of time,
Vazquez will occasionally crack
a joke in his class as comic
relief from the work load.
"Surprisingly, most of his jokes
are hilarious, even with his dry
sense of humor," said a former
student of Vazquez.

Vaquez was inspired to
become a math teacher, thanks
to his ninth grade math teacher.
According to Vazquez,this
teacher was horrible and he
wanted to become

better

wmm

room

teacher. Asgoodamathmetician
as Vazquez isnow, he was never
one of the top math students
in his class. He was never the
lowest, but never the highest
either. Although Vazquez was
just average at math in high
school, he still enjoyed it,

h e

strived

to become

the great math
teacher he isnow.
After graduating
from Mountain View

High School, Vazquez attended
California Baptist College in
Riverside where he obtained his
Bachleors and teaching degrees
in science and mathematics.
Aside from Vazquez's teaching
career, he also works at Lazerstar,
where he has been the manager
for eight years. And of course,
being the manager, he is
definitely an outstanding laser
tag player. Along with laser tag,
he enjoys puzzles and games
as well as being a huge fan of
Super Man. Ifyou have beenin
his classroom , you may have
noticed Super Man posters
all along his walls. Not only
is his classroom covered with
pictures of Super Man, but he
has a room in his own home
completely filled with materials
that are associated with the
famous super hero. Other than |
his obssession with Super Man, 1
he loves his family, especially
his wife and two kids.

- Carol Thach
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INnthe classroom

Mr. Richard Gretebeck, also known as "Coach G" and "Fancypants” is a true Wildcat. He
coaches football and teaches math too. Although he has been here for quite a while, he hasn't
always lived in our little town.

Born and raised in Wisconsin until his teens, Mr.Gretebeck loved riding his own
horse on the family farm. "I loved the feeling of being free in the wind and having control
of the horse; it was very exhilarating."

After turning thirteen, he and his family moved not only out of state but out of the coun-
try. He moved to Amsterdam and attended high school there. He liked it, because it was differ-
ent than American schooling; they had classes set for the same academic levels which "helped the
students achieve more. " In his highschool career, he played baseball and football, which is soccer in
Europe, because they don't have American football.

When he came to America, he went to college and recieved a BAin Science. Although he
didn't recieve the masters title in Bio Mechanics, he did all the work.

When asked about coaching football at MHS, Coach Gretebeck said,"l am lucky to be a part
of this great program. We have some excellent coaches who are truly concerned with the team and
aren't egocentric." Coach Gretebeck demands respect while giving it where it is necessary, which
creates a successful coach to player relationship.

"Coaching girls is totally different than coaching with the boys," he said about coach-
ing softball. "Fancypants,” as some of the softball players call him, stated that dealing with
girls is like dealing with a whole new population. He learns new things with them and has
to learn how to soften up with them, which confuses the football boys.

As well as on the field, Mr. Gretebeck is determined to be successful in the
classroom. He takes time with students and makes sure that they try hard.

His favorite things to do on the weekends are to check up on his teams and
go to the games. "I like being in the stands, it's a nice change." Also, he loves
to travel "anywhere and everywhere." He thinks it is very important to be
aware and to appreciate other people and their environments.

All in all, Richard Gretebeck is a very dedicated Wildcat and loves the
school and the sports programs. He looks back on his career and reminisces
being thanked by his students for helping them succeed in not only school,
but in life skills as well. "I have always wanted to be a teacher, and I still
enjoy it everyday."

-Hannah Meyer

Below: George Gubbins, Shawn Duff, Daniel Magallanes, Ester Romero, and Marlene Scott
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Homecoming was certainly a “Night of Glow” for all the sophomores who attended this event.

This year, the court members, representing the class of 2010, were Princesses Abigail Macias,
Rachel McWhirter, Christina Falls, Courtney Burney; and Princes Jerry Mercado, Adrian Macias, Isaac
Baroccas, and Austin Romero. Homecoming was not any ordinary dance; glow sticks were sold to

set the theme and everyone was dressed stylishly for the occasion.

Even though Homecoming was in the gym, everyone still had a great time with the variety
of music, dancing here and there and glow sticks. At the night of the big event, there were lights
everywhere, and it was hot, steamy and crowded-but that did not stop anyone from dancing.
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