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HERRERT JOHNSTON EVANS

Cne of the prominent citizens of Monrovis is H.J. Evsns, dealer
in real estste snd insursnce, interested in oil 1lsnds especially,
and closely associsted with municipsal sffairs in the besutiful
little city at the foothills.,

Mr, Evens is s native of London, Englsnd, having been born there
November 8,1869, the son of Edward J. and Csroline (Tsylor) Evsns.
His education wss received st Vermont College, Lower Chapton, Lon-
don, snd at the age of fifteen he entered the law office of E.H.
Burkett, of Curriers Hsll, 6 London Wsll, in London. Three yesrs
later he left there to enter the shipping offices of Hopersaft &
Brosdwater, of Frenchurch-svenue, London, where he continued un-
til 1891, At that time he left England and csme to the United
States, locating at Muskogee, Indisn Territory (now the state of
Oklahome), where he wes bookeeper for J.A. Patterson & Co., gen-
eral merchants, which firm wss later incorporated under the name
of the Patterson Mercantile Company. Here he remsined for nine
vyesrs, snd in 1900 removed to Hew Mexico on asccount of i1l health.
In 1901 he went to Denver, Colo., and from there in 1905 he came
to Monrovias, Cal,, and ever since has made his home here.

Mr, Evans becesme hesvily interested in real estate in Cklshoms,
and still reteins his interests there, besides which he has vsluable
holdings in Monrovis, sll of which investments show rare judgment
and foresight.

Since coming to Monrovia Mr, Evens has been prominently associ-
ated in the various municipsl activities, snd is recognized ss s
msn of public spirit and wide awake to all questions of civic bet-
terment and socisl progress. He was smember of the bosrd of city
trustees from 1908 to 1910, wass re-elected in 1910 for a term of
four yesrs asnd is now serving ss president of the board. He is
also prominent in fraternal circles snd served as grand master of
the grend council of Royal and Select Mssters of Oklshoms in 1902~
0%; as grand high priest of the grand chapter of the Roysl Arch
Masons in 1903-04; as grand commsnder of the grsnd commandery of
Oklashoms (then Indian Territory) in 1903-04; slso he is a member -
of the Granite Club of Monrovia, of the B.P.0.E. of Muskogee, Okla.
He is o thirty-second degree Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine.

The marriage of Mr, Evans took place in Muskogee, Ckla,, on Sep-
tember 5, 1894, uniting him with Miss Jane Louise Berry. Both Hr,
and lrs. Evans sre populsr with s wide circle of friends in Monro-
via. They are members of the Episcopsal church.
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HABEN HOSFITAL

This modern and fully equipped hospitsl wass established by the
Haben sisters--three in number-=-at Monrovis in the fsll of 1912,

The sisters are sll trained nurses snd were well prepsred for such
an undertsking before they formed their plans. Miss Sophis Hsben is
a graduste of the Clara Bsrton Hospitsl in Los Angeles, class of
1909; liss lamie Haben is a graduste of the Los Angeles County Hos-
pitel, class of 1912; and Miss Lillisn Hasben is s trsined nurse hav~
ing received her instruction snd training in Los Angeles hospitsls,
but not completing her course for gradustion,

The hospital, which is modern in every respect snd fully equipped
with the latest sppliasnces of science in every department and detsil,
was started from a very modest beginning, and has grown to its splen-
did proportions with almost phenominsl rapidity. It wss first open-
ed in a small five-room cottage on Ulive asvenue and soon grew to such
proportiong that larger quarters were necesgsary. 4 lot on the corner
of Heliotrope snd Lime avenues wss purchased and a modern fifteen-~
room hospitsl building was erected in May, 1913, less than a year
after the opening of the first institution. Here msy be found sll
the latest in surgical applisnces, and the most sanitary conditions
are maintained. There are high pressure sterilizing appliances for
water, dressings and instruments, and the operating rooms are design-
ed on the very latest lines and fitted with the newest products of
science.

¥iss Sophis Hsben hss made a specialty of surgicsl nursing, snd
held the position of specisal surgical nurse st the Clara Barton Hos-
pital for sdome time and it was under her direct supervision that the
new building was designed snd erected.

The sisters deserve much credit for the establishment of such an
institution, and their splendid success is a tribute to their abili-
ty and also to the confidence and esteem in which they are held by
the people of the community. They are sll natives of Los Angeles,
snd have grown to womanhood in this county. They hsve been especially
happy in their selection of a site for their hospitsl and their work
of healing is greatly aided by the bounty of nsture. Their location
is especially suited for hospital purposes--it is high snd dry, being
ocne thousand feet above ses level, and is surrounded by orange groves,
flowers to rest the eye, and fresh sir snd quiet to soothe tired snd
fretted nerves. They make & specislty of surgicsl casses, and of csases
where g rest cure is required, their broad versndas sre designed for
such,

The Haben Hospital is the pioneer hospital of Monrovis, there be-
ing no similar instituion nearer than Pomona. The sisters take par-
donable pride in their estsblishment snd sre especially csreful to
keep abreast of the progressive times in the matter of new and mod-
ern equipment and sppliances.
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CAPT, ALBERT H, JOHNSON

One of the prominent citizens of the besutiful little city of
Monrovis is Capt. Albert H. Johnson, who has been a resident of
that viecinity since 1887, and during 211 that time hss been close-~
ly sssociated with the activities of the community snd e prominent
figure in the municipsl life of the city. Progressive snd wide
awake to the best interests of the genersl public, he has served
the people in various offices of responsibility snd trust, and has
always won the respect and confidence of his constituency by the
charscter and quality of his service.

Captain Johnson is s nstive of New York state, having been born
on a farm near Weathersfield, Wyoming county, April 23, 1836. When
he was a3 lad of twelve yesrs the fsmily removed to Wisconsin, where
they theresfter made their home. When he was still quite young Cap-
tein Johnson worked on the railroasd in his home stste, and slso in
Illinois and Iowa., Later, in Colorsdo, he was employed in the mines
at Leadville, from 1860 to 1863%. The c21l for volunteers in 1863
found him snxious to serve his country, and returning to Iows he
enlisted in the Seventh Iows Csvalry, at Fort Dodge. He received
several promotions within a short time for gsllasnt service, being
first made sergesnt, in the spring of 1864 regimentasl commisary
sergeant, snd a little later in the same spring he rose to the
rank of captein, After the close of the war Captain Johnson re-~
turned to his former occupstion in rsilroasd work. He took sn ex-
tensive contrsct for the supplying of ties and lumber for the com-
pletion of the Union Pacific Rsilroad and also for the Northern
Pacific at a later period.

It was in 1887 the Csptsin Johnson came to Monrovia to mske his
permanent home, snd since that time he has resided there, He is s
prominent factor in the life of the little city, and is recognized
as one of its lesding citizens. He has for many yesrs been s direct-
or of the First National Bank of Monrovis and slso the Monrovis
Saving Bank., He has served on the board of the town trustees for s
long period, and for one term wss chsirman (masyor) of the board,

Captsin Johnson was one of the esrliest orange growers of the
section, Buying a tract of twenty-two acres and planting it to or-
snge trees, he built s home 8snd otherwise improved the property,
this continuing to be the family home for meny yesrs until it was
sold in 1910. At present he owns several valusble tracts of land
nesr Monrovia which he purchased at an esrly date, paying merely
s nominsl price, and which are constently incressing in value,

The marriage of Csptain Johnson took plsce at Fort Dodge,Ilowa,
Februsry 7,1872, uniting him with Miss Lavinis Dwelle. They became
tha parents of four daughters, sll of whom are now deceased. Both
Captain and Mrs, Johnson are prominent members of society in Mon-
rovias, where they have many warm friends. Mrs Johnson is an sctive
worker in the Episcopsel Church in Monrovis snd is s member of
several well-known societies snd clubs, being president of the
Woman's Auxiliasry of the Saturday Afternoon Club, Ceptain Johnson
is past commander of Stanton Post No.55, G.A.R., sand is s Roysal
Arch Mason, Knight Templar, s member of the Scottish Rite and of
the Shrine. Mrs, Johnson is slso & member of the Easstern Ster and
Stanton Post Relief Corps of Los Angeles. In politics Captasin John-
son is a Republican, but is an independent thinker snd a true pro-
gressive,
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DR, FRANCIS MARION POTTENGER

As the first ethical physician on the Pacific cosst to limit
his work to the study snd treatment of tuberculosis, Dr. PFrancis
Marion Pottenger has been s pioneer in s field where he hss been
able to render invalusble sid to sufferung humsnity, and has blag-
ed the way for splendid work in the study, prevention and cure of
this terrible scourge, the white plague., His training in the be-
ginning wes along broad lines of general practice, with an svow-
ed intention to specislize in obstetrics snd the diseases of
children, but the death of his first wife from tuberculosis csus-
ed him to awsken to the crying needs in this line, snd he deter-
mined to make this his life work. As s part of this work he open-
ed at Monrovia, in 1903, the Fottenger Ssnatorium for Disesses of
the Lungs and Throst, and is there working faithfully to msster
this dread disesse. The ingtitution has grown from s very small
beginning, 2t the time of its estsblishment hsving sccommodations
for only eleven patients and now housing one hundred. The Pottenger
Ssnstorium is known throughout the world =28 one of the most suc~-
cessful of its kind. Dr., Pottenger has literslly lived with his
patients 2t the ssnstorium snd by his close associstion he lesrn-
ed to know them and their peculiar needs, and, being sn originsl
observer, has been able to add msny new facts to the knowledge of
this desease.

Dr. Pottenger was born st Sater, Ohio, September 27,1869. His
father, Thomas Pottenger, was also 2 native of thet plesce, born
Februasry 16,1840, while his mother was Miss Hannah Ellen Sater,
His father attended public schools of his nastive city and lster
engaged in farming, until the bresking out of the Civil war, when
he enlisted in the One Hundred snd Twenty-ninth Ohio Infantry, on
the one hundred day service, snd then returned to Sater snd agsin
engaged in farming. He remained there until 1904, when he disposed
of his interests and came to Cslifornia, locsting st Monrovia,
where he hss since lived in quiet retirement. Francis Marion Pot-
tenger also sttended the public schools of Sater until he was six-
teen years of age, when he entered the preparstory depsrtment of
the Otterbein University, of Westerville, Ohio, attending during
1886-88, He then entered the collegiste department of Otterbein,
gradusting in 1892 with the degree of Ph.B. In 1907 he obtained
the degree of A.M., and in 1909 wss awsrded the honorasry degree
of LL.D., Following his grsduation from Otterbein he matriculated
at the Medical College of Ohio, where he sttended for s yesr, fol-
lowing this with another year at the Cincinnati College of Medi-
cine and Surgery, where he received his degree of M.D., graduating
with the highest honors of his class and winning the first gold
medal,

On April 5, 1894, two days after his gradustion, Dr., Pottenger
was married to Miss Carrie Burtner, Of Germantown, Ohio, and left
immedistely for study abroad in the hospiteals of Europe, much of
his time being spent in Vienns. Returning in December, 1894, he
opened a practice at Norwood, Ohio, and later became assistant to
Dr. Charles A.L. Reed, a noted surgeon of Cincinnati, and weas
shortly after made Assistant to the Chsir of Surgery in the Cin-
cinnati College of Medicine and Surgery. In 1895 Mrs. Pottenger
developed tuberculosis sand Dr, Pottenger gave up his practice
sand came to Californis, locsting at Monrovis, where he opened s
practice, His wife's heslth, however, failed to improve, and he
again gave up his practice snd returned to her home in Germsntown,
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Ohio, where he devoted his time to her care until her death in
1898, It wag st this time thst he determined to make the study
and treatment of this dresd disesse his life work, and returned
to Monrovia to resume his practice there, In 1900 he went to New
York, where he did post-graduste work slong this line, returnine
in 1901 to open his office in Los Angeles as the first ethical
physician on the western coasst to limit his work to tuberculosis.
Two years later he opened his ssnstorium st Monrovis, and since
thet time has given untiring personal effort to this work. He has
been abroad several times, visiting the most fsmous ssnatoriums
of Europe as well as of America, studying with the world's great-
est scientists in sn effort to better fit himself for the work

he has outlined, nsmely, the waging of an unfaltering war against
the white plague. He has written three books desling with differ-
ent phsses of tuberculosis, and has also compiled asbout seventy-
five pspers snd numerous lectures on the subject.

It was through Dr. Pottenger's efforts thst the Southern Calif-
ornia Anti-Tuberculosis Society was formed, and for three yesrs
he was its president. He is keenly interested in s8ll scientific
subjects and hes given his support and co-operation to various
societies whose efforts sre for the conserving of humsn heslth
end life. Among these may be mentioned the following: The lLos
Angeles County Medicsl Associstion (of which he has been pres-
ident), the Los Angeles Clinicsl snd Psthological Society, the
Southern California Medical Society (of which he has also been
president), the American Climatological Associstion, The Medi-
cal Society of California, the American Medical iAssocistion, the
American Academy of lMedicine, the American Therspeutic Society
(of which he hss slso been president), the Mississippi Valley Med-
ical Associa"ion, the Los Angeles, California, Nationsl asnd Inter-
nationsl Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis,
and the Americsn Sanatorium Association. Other scientific organ-
izations of note with which Dr., Fottenger is sssociated are the
American Academy of Political and Socisl Science, the Archaeolog-
cal Institute of Americs snd the International Geographic Society.
He is also & member Society of the Sons of the Revolution snd the
Society of Coloniel Wars,

The second marriage of Dr. Pottenger occurred in Sacrasmento,
Californis, August 13,1900, uniting him with Miss Adelaide Ger-
trude Babbitt. By this union there sre three children, two sons
and s dsughter, all now students in the public schools of Mon-
rovia, They are: Frsncis Marion, Jr., aged fourteen years; Rob-
ert Thoma.., aged eleven, and Adelside Marie, aged seven, Dr. Fot-
tenger is a member of seversl clubs, including the University Club,
Cslifornia Club and the Gsmut Club, of Los Angeles. In August 1911,
he was honored by the appointment ss firgt lieutenant in the Med-
ical Reserve Corps of the United States Army.




JOSEPH F., SARTORI

Los Angeles has been brought forwsrd ss 2 finaneisl center
through the ssagacious leadership of the men who, at the hesad of
its vast banking interests, have wisely guided affsirs to the end
thet the welfare of the community may be best promoted snd the
prosperity of the people preserved. With the coming to the city of
Mr, Sartori and the organization by himself snd associstes in 1889
of the Security Savings Bank (now the Security Trust & Ssvings Bank)
a most important factor entered into the banking history of the
metropolis of the southwest. From that date to the present Mr., Sar-
tori has been largely instrumentsl in outlining gnd carrying for-
ward those policies which have made the "Security"” the largest, sas
well as the oldest savings bank in the southwest, and the fact thsat
the institution has attsined its present magnitude may be attribut-
ed, in no small messure, to his far-sightedness and sound financial
policies. The building in which its business is conducted is slso
the product of the same minds snd energy that hasve so successfully
controlled the destinies of the bsank since its inception snd fit-
tingly conveys the impression of strength snd stsbility which mske
it a proper home for this grest institution,

The president of the Security Trust & Ssvings Dsnk comes from
an honored Germen family whose record for honesty snd integrity is
unimpeschable, and upon entering the field of banking he received
an unexpected and hearty support from s grest number of persons
who were acquainted with the family on the continent and with their
reputation for probity and business scumen. While of Europesn psr-
entage and fsmily, he himgelf is s native of Iowa, and was born at
Cedar Falls on Christmas Dsy of 1858, being the son of Joseph and
Theresa (Wangler) Sartori. After he had gradusted from Cornell
College st lount Vernon, Iowa, in 1879, he matriculated in the lsaw
department of the University of Michigsn, snd continued his studies
until grsdustion in 1881, esnwhile, he had spent one yesr (1877-78)
in the University of Freiburg, in Baden, Germsny. Upon the comple-
tion of his college course he entered the office of Hon.Leslie I,
Shaw, st Dennison, Iows, where he studied for eight months. Upon
being sdmitted to the bar in 1882 he formed a2 partnership with
Congressman 1.S.5truble, of Iowa. In June of 1886 he married Mar-
garet Rishel of Lemsrs, Iows, and on the 19th of March, 1887, they
ceme to Cslifornis, locating in the then new town of Monrovia.
From 1887 until 1889 he wss cashier of the First National Bank of
Monrovia, which he assisted in orgsnuzing and of which he is now a
vice president and director.

At the time of his removal from Monrovia to Los Angeles 2snd the
organization of the Security Bsnk the remarkable boom of the pre-
ceding few years wss beginning to collapse, prices were fslling,
money was scarce and finsncial conditions generslly unsettled. The
new bank, orgsnized in February, 1889, not only westhered the
storms of finsncisl depression and business fsilures, but constsnt-
1y gained strength and prestige until at the present time it hss
a cspital and surplus of more than $3%,700,000 sand resources ex-
ceeding $4%,000,000. The high idesls, untiring energy, and super-
ior executive ability of Mr., Ssrtori, together with the loyal co-
operation and support of his co-workers, have developed, in the
Security Trust & Ssvings Bank, sn institution remarksble not only
for its financisl stsbility znd strength, but also for the univer-

ssl feeling smong its customers thst they will st 211 times be
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sccorded fair, honest snd courteous consideration. This confidence
has never been violsted sand no one of its vast army of depositore
hess ever suffered s loss through his dealings with this grest bank-
ing house,

The remarkable insight of Mr. Sartori into banking snd economic
conditions was never better illustrated than in his fight before
the state legislature in 1911 for resl reforms in the state bank-
ing laws and proper supervision of stete finsncial institutions,
As the leader for improved banking conditions he was repeatedly
before the committee on bsnks and benking, the effect of his ar-
guments sppearing in the resulting legislation. His knowledge of
nationsl financisl snd industrisl conditions slso received recog-
nition in his appointment ss a member of the currency commission
of the American Bankers Associstion, end in his election as pres-
ident of the Savings Bank section of the same Associstion for the
year 1913-14. In addition to his importsnt bsnking interests he is
8 director of the San Pedro, Los Angeles snd Salt Lake Rsilroad.
Growing business enterprises have enlisted his co-operstion and
he has served as a director of the Los Angeles Brick Compsny,
secretary and treassurer of the Central Fireproof Building Com-
pany, secretary snd treasurer Century Building Company, asnd sec-
retary-tressurer of the Commercisl Fireproof BEuilding Compsany. The
fields of finance and commerce have not engrossed his attention to
the exclusion of 8ll participation in socisl functions and recreat-
ive organizastions. On the contrsry, he has been the leader in @
number of clubs, notably the Los Angeles Country Club, of which he
is a charter member and in which he has been honored with the
presidency; the Californis Club, of which he has served slso as
president; snd of the Los Angeles Athletic, the Jonsthsn, Annan-
dale Golf, asnd Crags Country Clubs,




CHARLES H. SLCSSCH

Cne of the most prominent citizens of lMonrovis and one who for
almost thirty yesrs has been s vital factor in the life of the
besutiful city, is Charles E. Slosson, vetersn real estate dealer
and president of the lMonrovia Stesm Lsundry Company. During his
long residence in Monrovis he has been closely sllied with the af-
fairs of the city and hss been active in all movements for the up-
building and development of the best interests of the municipsality.
He is brosd minded and progressive in the truest sense of the word,
and his business judgment and foresight have enabled him to so in-
vest his earnings that he hss reaped therefrom s handsome profit,
principally on the increassed value of real estsate.

Mr, Slosson is s native of Iowa, born at Northwood, September
25,1861, and there he received his education in the common snd high
schools. After he had completed his schooling ha gave his asttention
to farming, work with which he was alresdy familisr through having
assisted with the work on the home farm during vacations and before
snd sfter school., Later he became interested in a creamery nesr
Northwood and gave this enterprise his attention for a number of
years,

It was in 1887 that Mr, Slosson came to Celifornis, locating at
once in Monrovia and engaging in the resl estate business. Since
1910, however, the greater part of his time has been given to the
management of the Monrovia Steam Laundry, of which he wass one of
the promoters and original organizers. For s number of years he
wss president of the lMessenger Publishing Company of Monrovis snd
was one of the heaviest stockholders, He was one of the organizers
snd a charter member of the Monrovia Board of Trade, of which for
many years he served as secretary, and was for a number of yesars
president of the San Gabriel River Rock Compsany.

Real estate, however, has been the principal interest of Mr,
Slosson since he came to Monrovis, His fsith in the locslity has
been firm and abiding and he has so managed his affairs snd tempo~
rary depressions in resl estste have not seriously affected him.

He hss bought much locsl property snd several of the best known
subdivisions have been put on the market by him and successfully
handled. Among these may be mentioned the Osk Psrk Tract, the Val-
ley Vista Tract, Orange Avenue Tract and many others of equsl merit,
Besides his lsrger holdings in or nesr Monrovia, to which he is sdd-
ing from time to time, he slso owns s ranch of one hundred and sixty
sacres in Riverside county, and another of the same screage in Utah,
The lsundry of which he is now president is housed in s strictly
modern structure, which is a credit to the city, and its equipment
is of the lstest improved design. It is proving a profitable in-
vestment for the stockholders, snd is doing s splendid business

in Monrovis snd the surrounding community.

Aside from his business interests, Mr, Slosson hss a wide circle
of friends in his community, snd is influentisl in the government-
8l affairs of his city and slso of the county. He was the first no-
tery public in Monrovia. A Republicsn in his political sffiliations,
for three terms he served as a member of the Republicsn Centrsl Com-
mittee of Los Angeles County, for two terms being s member of the
executive committee thereof, for three terms was city clerk of Mon-
rovis, and for two terms served ss 3 member of the town trustees.
Before coming to Monrovia he was interested in public affairs in

Northwood, Iowa, where he served first as deputy county tressurer




i

-0
sand later as deputy county suditor. For s number of years before
leaving Northwood Mr. Slosson was in the sbstract business, snd
was acknowledged to be sn authority on the question of land
titles.

The marrisge of Mr, Slosson took place in Monrovia October 2,
1889, uniting him with Miss Anna MacColloch, a native of Kingston,
Pa,, the dsughter of William snd Christine (Hutchinson) MacColloch,
Mr, snd Mrs, Slosson have s dsughter, Arline, born in Monrovis,
where she is receiving her education,




DON AREL STEARNS and DONA ARCADIA BAKER

Don Abel Stearns, as he was called by the people of his adopted
state,was for many years the lesding American in Southern Cslifor-
nia. He wss a native of Salem, lsss., where he was born in 1799.He
had been for seversl yesrs a resident of Mexico snd had become s
naturslized citizen before entering Californis. In 1829 he came to
Monterey, where he remained about four yesrs, then removed to Los
Angeles. Soon he became one of the most prominent snd influential
citizens of the old pueblo, devoting himself to its interests, both
as o public officer and private individusl, through a long life.

His home was on the site of the present Baker block, at the south
east corner of Main and Arcadia streets. Here he built s substsn-
tigl, wide spreading adobe surrounding a lsrge courtysrd, When the
gates were closed this was a citadel of itself capsble of withstand-
ing a siege. On seversl occasions its strength was put to the test,
In this commodious house, which by the common people wss denomin-
ated "El Palacio de Don Abel," his beautiful young wife, Arecadis,
daughter of DondJuan Bandini, snd her lovely sisters, dispensed 2
noble hospitality. Don Abel Stearns had the honor of sending the
first gold from Cslifornis's soil to the United States mint., It
came from s ranch belonging to the San Fernando Mission, snd was
sent in s sailing vessel around the Horn. Altogether sbout one
million dollars' worth of gold was taken from the San Fernando
mines.,

Had it met with success no action of Mr, Stesrns would have been
considered so creditable as his earnest endeavor, during the yesrs
preceding the Mexicsn war, to win the misgoverned, neglected prov-
ince of California to consent to s pesceful annexation to the United
States. As the confidential agent of the government st Wsshington,
Mr, Stearns worked in the south, as did Mr, Lsrkin in the north,
towsrd this end. They hsd slmost succeeded, when the untimely eb-
ullition of Commodore Jones of the American navy in assuming thst
there was a state of war and taking possession of Monterey, made
the Californians suspicious of the brotherly intentions of the
United States. The American commodore, when he discovered what a
grave mistske he had made, he did 811 that was within his power
to undo the harm, Patiently Mr, Lsrkin and Mr, Stearns went on with
their plans for s pesceful solution of the difficulties that were '
troubling Cslifornia. So wise were their plans, so strong their in-
fluence over the prominent men of the territory, thst they began
to have hopes of success, when the episode of the Bear Flag and
the events which followed that movement precipitated war,

Mr, Stearns was devoted to the interests of the Celifornisns.,
He was s member of the famous convention which drafted the consti-
tution of 1849, representing the district of Los Angeles; later
he was assemblyman, supervisor and councilman., In 1868 he built the
Arcadia block on the Los Angeles street front of his property. It
was the largest business block in town, and around it centered
the interests of the city for many years. In its second story was
Stesrns hall, where took plsce many socisl and political events
of interest in the history of the pueblo, lr., Stearns was one of
the largest lsnd owners of Californis, and at his death, which
occurred in 1871, left s large estate to his widow.

Ho asccount of the 1life of Don Abel Stearns or of the history of
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the city of Los ingeles would be complete without mention being
made of his wife who was the late Arcasdis Bsandini de Bsker. One
spring morning many yesrs ago the ceremony tock place st the San
Gabriel Mission, which united this lovely young girl of sixteen
to a man older than her father, whose features were considered by
the people of his time to be unususlly homely., One might nstural-
ly exclaim, "What a sacrifice!" but, slthough Mrs, Stearns became
the social lesder of Los Angeles and vicinity, scknowledged by
Americans and Californisns to be one of the most besutiful women
in a country renowned for its lovely women, yet the match was »
happy one. Through his life Don Abel wss proud of the sttention
psid his wife, whose besuty it was his delight to adorn, while
rs., Stearns was fond and proud of her genial and clever husband.
¥Mr. Stearns!' herders msde up a little song over which their mas-
ter often chuckled; translated it was something ss follows:

"Two 1little doves sang on s lsurel,
How lovely Dona Arcadia, how homely
Don Abel."

After the unfortunate flag raising of Commodore Jones, he hast-
ened to San Pedro snd there wasited on his ships while he sent a
messenger up to his countrymsn, Don Abel, urging him to mediste
between him and Governor Micheltorens, who was st that time liv-
ing in Los Angeles. Mr., Stearns succeeded in arrsnging s meeting
at his house, snd the following is the account given by Dons Ar-
cadia of the historic event:

"We gave s dinner to the governor, the commodore snd their
sttendants; everything was very friendly; they seemed to enjoy
themselves and the uniforms of the two countries were most besut-
iful. On the next dsy but one the governor gave s bzll, which was
to be a2t his house, the only two story house in Los Angeles. To
show the Americans how patriotic were the people of Cslifornis,
the governor requested, in the invitations, that a1l the lsadies
wesr white with s scarf of the Mexican colors, red, green snd
white. Of course we gladly complied, though some of us had to
work hard to get our costumes ready.

"The dsy of the bsll came, but with it csme rsin, such a storm
as I have never seen, As it drew toward evening the water came down
faster snd faster. The governor had the only carriage in Californ-
is, and this he was to send for the Commodore, Mr. Stearns, ¥Ysi-
dors, snd myself, but the poor young officers hsd to walk, snd
their faces were long when they looked st the rain, then st their
fine uniforms and shiny boots.

"Our California horses were unused to pulling loads, end in
the storm refused to work, so the cholo soldiers of the gover-
nor served as horses; they took us ss safely, and we had a de-
lightful time. Everybody was hsppy; the commodore and the gover-
nor sat together and exchanged courtesies and compliments,"

Some years after the desth of Mr. Stearns his widow married
R.S.Baker, a native of Rhode Islsnd, who had large sheep inter-
ests in Southern California. Mr. and Mrs. Basker built the Baker
block at the corner of Msin snd Arcadias streets, which is g model
of substantiasl construction. Mr. snd Mrs. Bsker snd Senator Jones
gave the land, three hundred and fifty sacres, for the Soldiers'
Home, nesar Ssnts Monica, After Mr, Bsker's death Krs, Baker re-
sided in Santa Monica until she passed awsy.




G.R,TIFAL

A native of Germany and a resident of Californias only since
1907, G.R.Tifal hss nevertheless been sn important factor in the
development and upbuilding both of Los Angeles a4 Monrovia, snd
much valuable residence and business property has been owned and
improved by him, With his home locsted in the besutiful little
city of Monrovia, snd with offices there and Los Angeles for the
conduct of his business of designing, contracting and building
residences and business blocks, snd for the promotion of various
real estate enterprises, Mr. Tifal is well known in both cities
and is sccredited as one of the lesding citizens of the county.

The native city of Mr. Tifsl is Fosen, Germany, he having been
born there December 18,1878, At sn early age he came to the United
States with his pasrents and settled in Montecello, Wis., where he
was resred snd educated., Later he went to Besumont, Texas, where
he learned the planing-mill business asnd after s time engsaged in
this 1line for himself, owning his own mill, At a still later per=-
iod he went to Mexico City, Mexico, where he was employed in a
planing mill for some time, but his health failing in 1907 he
ceme to Monrovia, where he has since made his home, Two years
were spent in recuperating and in looking over the conditions of
the country, snd in 1909 he opened his present business of con-
tracting and building, msking a specialty of fine residences, bung-
alows and office buildings. Laster his younger brother, C.H.Tifsl,
joined him and since that time the firm has been known ass Tifsal
Brothers, with offices at No. 5204 South Park asvenue, Los Angeles,
snd at 628 South Myrtle svenue, Monrovia.

In gddition to their contracting snd building business the Tifal
Brothers also have a variety of other interests. They own and con-
duct a planing-mill st Monrovis, and have been heavily interested
in resl estate. They subdivided the Tifal Brothers East Fifty-sec-
ond street tract of nine acres in Los iAngeles, which consisted of
fifty-eight residence lots and seven business lots and was put on
the market in 1911, At the present time it is built up snd most of
the lots are sold. The brothers have constructed some three hun-
dred residences in Los Angeles and more than eighty in Monrovisa.
Prominent among the latter are the homes of P.E.Hatch, Charles Ain-
ley, Fred Ainley, Mrs, Evs Busch, Pgul Bachert, C.H.Holmes, Frank
Miller, O.N.Brysnt and msny other hsndsome residences. They have
also erected for sale some thirty houses in Monrovis, ranging in
value from $2300 to $8000, snd in Los Angeles they have built and
owned more than sixty-four houses and business blocks. They also
constructed the Frank L.Chase block at Glendsale.

G.R.Tifal has been prominent in the local affairs of Monrovia
since he first established his home there. He is sn active worker
in the csuse of temperance snd has taken an interest in sll muni-
cipal affairs. For 2 number of yesrs he served on the boasrd of
town trustees and for a part of this time hss been chairmsn (msyor)
of the board.

The marriasge of Mr., Tifsl took plsce in Besumont, Texss, Jan-
usry 1, 1902, uniting him with Miss Clara E. Zacharias, the daugh-
ter of John snd Rosslie Zacharias, and s native of Wisconsin, She
has borne her husbsnd three children, one son and two daughters,
Chester, Adels and Beatrice.

The junior member of the firm, C.H.Tifal, is s young msn of
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promise. He does the designing for the firm and is one of the
leading bungsalow designers in Southern Cslifornis, which is equsl
to saying, in the world, for it is an acknowledged fact thet this
part of the staste leads the world in the construction of this type
of dwelling.
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