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Raphael Zon 

"Best Known F o r e s t e r I n The World" 

Dr. Raphael Zon was born December 1, 1874, i n S i m b i r s k , 
R u s s i a ; the son o f G a b r i e l and Eugpnia ( B e r l i n e r ) Zon. I n 
1903 he was m a r r i e d to Anna P u z i r i s k a y a o f New York; he has 
one son, 2nd L t . Henry Zon w i t h the U. S. Army, and two 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , J u d i t h and David Zon, whose f a t h e r . Dr. Leo 
Zon, d i e d i n December 1942. He came to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
as a R u s s i a n immigrant i n 1897, becoming a n a t u r a l i z e d c i t i ­
zen i n 1903. 

H i s e a r l y e d u c a t i o n was r e c e i v e d a t t h e C l a s s i c a l Gymnasium 
( r e g u l a r c u r r i c u l u m o f c l a s s i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s o f Europe) i n 
S i m b i r s k , R u s s i a , m a t r i c u l a t i n g i n 1892 w i t h degree o f B.A.; 
I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y of Kazan ( R u s s i a ) , 1892-96,B.S., n a t u r a l 
s c i e n c e s , s p e c i a l i z i n g i n zoology and e s p e c i a l l y i n compara­
t i v e embryology; L ' U n i v e r s i t e L i b r e , B r u s s e l s , Belgium, and 
the U n i v e r s i t y of London, 1897-98, s t u d y i n g n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s , 
p o l i t i c a l economy and p h i losophy. He r e c e i v e d h i s p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l degree of F o r e s t Engineer ( F . E . ) from C o r n e l l . i n • 9 « ' < , 

Dr. Zon has been i n t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e , U. S. Department o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e , f o r over 43 y e a r s , being appointed a Student 
A s s i s t a n t J u l y 1, 1901 a t a s a l a r y o f $300 per annum, and 
a s c i s t a n t t o f o r e s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t h e E a s t . I n 1907 he 
was made C h i e f o f t h e O f f i c e o f S i l v i c s , l a t e r F o r e s t I n - , 
v e s t i g a t i o n s , and i n 1920 was put I n charge o f s p e c i a l i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n s i n f o r e s t economics. He o r g a n i z e d t h e f i r s t 
F e d e r a l F o r e s t Experiment S t a t i o n s i n t h i s c o u r i t r y , and one 
a d d i t i o n a l s t a t i o n on S t a t e lands i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e 
S t a t e o f Minnesota, the Cloquet F o r e s t Experiment S t a t i o n , 
Wien th e Lake S t a t e s F o r e s t Experiment S t a t i o n was e s t a b ­
l i s h e d i n 1923, c o v e r i n g the t h r e e S t a t e s o f Michigan, Wis­
c o n s i n , and Minnesota, Dr. Zon was appointed D i r e c t o r w i t h 
h e a d q u a r t e r s i n S t . P a u l , w i t h a s t a f f o f four t e c h n i c a l 
men, Joseph K i t t r e d g e , J r . , J . A, M i t c h e l l , Herman Grossman, 
and A. E, Wackerman, and one o l f i r k , Mary A. Norton. Mr. 
M i t c h e l l and Miss Norton a r e s t i l l w i t h the S t a t i o n i n S t . 
P a u l . 

Dr. Zon i s a p r o f e s s o r i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Minnesota; a 
n o n - r e s i d e n t p r o f e s s o r i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f W i s c o n s i n ; a 
f e l l o w i n the S o c i e t y o f F o r e s t r y and the American A s s o c i a ­
t i o n f o r the Advanoen.ent of S c i e n c e ; and was f o r many y e a r s 
Chairman o f the F o r e s t r y Committee of the N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h 



C o u n c i l , American V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f the sub-oommi3sion on 
f o r e s t s o i l s o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress o f S o i l S c i e n c e , 
and a member of the board o f c o n t r o l o f B o t a n i c a l A b s t r a c t s . 

Dr. Zon was connected w i t h the American p e r i o d i c f o r e s t l i t e r ­
a t u r e c o n t i n u o u s l y from i t s i n c e p t i o n i n 1902 u n t i l May 1926; 
f i r s t a s a member of the e d i t o r i a l s t a f f o f the F o r e s t Q u a r t e r ­
l y ; then as the e d i t o r o f the Proceedings o f t h e S o c i e t y o f 
American F o r e s t e r s , i n 1905; and l a t e r as the e d i t o r o f t h e 
amalgamated F o r e s t r y Q u a r t e r l y and Proceedings — the J o u r n a l 
o f F o r e s t r y , r e s i g n i n g as e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f o f t h e J o u r n a l o f 
F o r e s t r y i n May o f 1928. He was e d i t o r o f f o r e s t r y and l o g ­
ging terms f o r Webster's New I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i c t i o n a r y , author 
o f t h e s e c t i o n on f o r e s t s and f o r e s t r y o f the E n c y c l o p a e d i a 
B r i t t a n n i c a , and the a r t i c l e on f o r e s t s f o r t h e E n c y c l o p a e d i a 
o f S o c i a l S c i e n c e s . 

Dr. Zon pioneered i n s t u d i e s o f t h e r e l a t i o n o f f o r e s t s , 
streamflow and f l o o d c o n t r o l , h i s t h e o r i e s , — p r i n c i p a l l y 
s e t f o r t h i n h i s book, " F o r e s t s and Water i n t h e L i g h t o f 
S c i e n t i f i c I n v e s t i g a t i o n " , — being a t f i r s t v i o l e n t l y 
a t t a c k e d , but now w i d e l y accepted. 

He a l s o p l a y e d an important r o l e i n co n n e c t i o n w i t h P r e s i d e n t 
F r a n k l i n D. R o o s e v e l t ' s s h e l t e r b e l t p l a n t i n g program i n t h e 
mid-west p l a i n s r e g i o n i n 1934. He was an e n t h u s i a s t on the 
s h e l t e r b e l t s , h e l p e d p l a n the p r o j e c t and was put i n charge 
of the t e c h n i c a l phases o f i t s development. Here a g a i n he 
saw e a r l y c r i t i c i s m t u r n f i n a l l y to widespread a p p r o v a l . 

A man o f wide and d i v e r s i f i e d i n t e r e s t throughout h i s c a r e e r . 
Dr. Zon i s t h e author o f more t h a n 200 s c i e n t i f i c p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s , many o f which were t r a n s l a t e d i n t o R u s s i a n , French, 
Japanese, and German. He was one o f t h e founders and f i r s t 
managing e d i t o r o f t h e J o u r n a l o f F o r e s t r y , o f f i c i a l organ 
o f t h e S o c i e t y o f American F o r e s t e r s . I n 1940, i n co n n e c t i o n 
w i t h the New York World's F a i r , he was named one o f the 600 
f o r e i g n - b o r n c i t i z e n s who i n t h e past 100 y e a r s were judged 
t o have made t h e m,ost n o t a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s to American 
democracy. 

By h i s w r i t i n g s and by p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t . Dr. Zon impressed a 
wide c i r c l e o f r e a d e r s and f r i e n d s , both here and abroad, w i t h 
h i s sympathy f o r t h e e c o n o m i c a l l y weaker groups and w i t h h i s 
u n f a i l i n g d e s i r e to make the f o r e s t s o f America a n a t i o n a l 
i n s t r u m e n t f o r b e t t e r i n g human o p p o r t u n i t y and s e c u r i t y . 


