
Daniel Boone 
United statM _ 
• • M r r m s n t o f A g n c u i t u r s ^ N i ^ ^ j 
^ o r e s f Servic* BASING fOfl 'H£ ^ N C ANO SEAVING =ECPI.£ 
Soutnern flegion 

FOR RELEASE AS OF 12 NOON, AUGUST 28, 1990 

Forest Supervisor 
100 Vaught Road 
W i n c h e s t e r j K Y 40391 

F o r fu r ther information contact ; 
D A N K I N C A I D , Fo res t Information 
Officer, 80«/746-3145, or 
B I L L D K O N , Spec ia l Agent, 
606/745-3108 

August 28, 1990 

BENNETT V I S I T S INTERAGENCY STRIKE FORCE FIGHTING DRUG WAR 

ON PUBLIC LANDS IN KENTUCKY 

Washington. D.C., August 28--William J . Bennett, D i r e c t o r of the O f f i c e of 

N a t i o n a l Drug C o n t r o l P o l i c y (ONDCP) , v i s i t e d the D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 

today to see f i r s t h a n d the r e s u l t s of a Kentucky-based i n t e r a g e n c y marijuana 

s t r i k e f o r c e o p e r a t i o n . 

According to F. Dale Robertson, C h i e f of the F o r e s t S e r v i c e , Bennett's 

v i s i t h i g h l i g h t s the e f f o r t s of the F o r e s t S e r v i c e , Department of Defense, and 

other F e d e r a l agencies to cooperate w i t h the S t a t e s i n combating marijuana 

c u l t i v a t i o n on F e d e r a l f o r e s t l a n d s . 

Robertson s a i d t h a t the F o r e s t S e r v i c e i s concerned about the 

environmental and s a f e t y t h r e a t s c r e a t e d by the production of t h i s i l l e g a l 

crop. Marijuana growers f r e q u e n t l y are armed and o f t e n p l a c e booby t r a p s 

w i t h i n t h e i r c u l t i v a t i o n s i t e s , making i t dangerous f o r f o r e s t v i s i t o r s to use 

these p u b l i c l a n d s . Booby-trap use has i n c r e a s e d d r a s t i c a l l y i n the l a s t 2 

y e a r s on the D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t , as evidenced by the i n c r e a s e i n 
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booby trap s e i z u r e s from 33 i n 1988 to 145 i n 1989. I n a d d i t i o n , the 

unregulated use of p e s t i c i d e s , r o d e n t i c i d e s , and other chemicals by marijuana 

growers contaminates s o i l and water and k i l l s animals t h a t i n g e s t the poisons. 

Bennett and Robertson s a i d t h a t c r e d i t f o r the driag war s u c c e s s e s on 

f o r e s t lands goes to cooperative interagency f o r c e s such as the one i n Kentucky 

c a l l e d "The Governor's Marijuana S t r i k e Force." Sponsored by Kentucky Governor 

Wallace G. Wilkinson, members in c l u d e the Governor's O f f i c e For a Drug Free 

Kentucky, F e d e r a l Bureau of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , Drug Enforcement A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

Kentucky Army N a t i o n a l Guard, C i v i l A i r P a t r o l , USDA-Forest S e r v i c e , Kentucky 

S h e r i f f s A s s o c i a t i o n , the Kentucky S t a t e P o l i c e , the Attorney General's O f f i c e 

of the S t a t e of Kentucky, Kentucky F i s h and W i l d l i f e , Kentucky Water P a t r o l , 

and the U.S. Attorney's O f f i c e s i n the E a s t e r n and Western D i s t r i c t s of 

Kentucky. 

L a s t year, the D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t had the l a r g e s t production of 

cannabis i n the N a t i o n a l F o r e s t System. One-third of the marijuana grown i n 

the N a t i o n a l F o r e s t System was d i s c o v e r e d i n the D a n i e l Boone F o r e s t . Out of 

429,000 i l l e g a l p l a n t s destroyed l a s t year, 158,000 were found i n D a n i e l Boone 

lands a t 1,480 s e p a r a t e s i t e s . 

I t appears t h a t 1990 w i l l break previous records i n the D a n i e l Boone 

N a t i o n a l F o r e s t . By l a t e August t h i s year, over 160,000 p l a n t s had a l r e a d y 

been destroyed a t 680 d i f f e r e n t s i t e s . 

Bennett, who spent the day w i t h the s t r i k e f o r c e s u r v e y i n g f i e l d s of 12-15 

foot high marijuana p l a n t s , c a l l e d the s t r i k e f o r c e ' s work on the D a n i e l Boone 
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N a t i o n a l F o r e s t " v i t a l . " "Our N a t i o n a l F o r e s t s and other p u b l i c lands were not 

e s t a b l i s h e d to be used as p r i v a t e drug farms by gangsters," Bennett s a i d . 

"They were s e t a s i d e f o r the s a f e and l a w f u l enjoyment of o r d i n a r y Americans. 

T h i s operation, and others l i k e i t around the country, are designed to i n s u r e 

t h a t F e d e r a l land remains what i t should be: o f f l i m i t s to drug d e a l e r s . " 

Tommy F i e l d s , operations l e a d e r f o r Governor Wilkinson's Marijuana S t r i k e 

Force, was encouraged by Bennett's v i s i t to the D a n i e l Boone'National F o r e s t . 

"Growing marijuana on F e d e r a l and p r i v a t e lands i s a tremendous problem i n 

Kentucky and we're d e l i g h t e d t h a t we are working together to get a handle on 

the s i t u a t i o n , " he s a i d . 

END 
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R ^ l y To: 1610 Date: ^'^^ 2 

Subject: Public Notification Action Plan for 1990 Marijuana Eradication 

To: D i s t r i c t Rangers, DBNF 

Enclosed you w i l l find the f i n a l 1990 Action Plan designed to keep Forest users 
informed about the Forest's marijuana eradication e f f o r t s . 

Note that D i s t r i c t Rangers have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for carrying out portions of 
t h i s ^ t l o n Plan: 

* Ensure that appropriate employees wear t h e i r uniform while performing 
f i e l d a c t i v i t i e s . 

» Discuss the marijuana growing problem at ^ployee family meetings, 
ensuring that employees, contractors, and other Forest users are aware 
of what to look for and how to appropriately react should they 
encounter a marijuana garden. 

* Distribute WeTip posters to local businesses. The^SO w i l l be 
d i s t r i b u t i n g these posters to the D i s t r i c t s by the end of J u l y . 

* Hand-deliver a news release to local media concerning where to report 
Information concerning marijuana growing on National Forest land. This 
release w i l l be sent to you by the end of J u l y . 

* Distribute information concerning s e n s i t i v e information (the yellow 
sheets) to appropriate employees. 

* Discuss emergency procedures (pink sheets) with D i s t r i c t law 
enforc^nent o f f i c e r s and key employees. 

A major «nphasis of t h i s Action Plan i s a media raid (page 7) which w i l l 
require assistance from the London and possibly Redbird D i s t r i c t s . 
Tentatively, plans are to hold the morning br i e f i n g at the London D i s t r i c t 
Office. Dan Kincald, Incident Information O f f i c e r for the Marijuana 
Eradication Incident Cfxnmand Team, w i l l be coordinating t h i s e f f o r t . Dan and I 
w i l l be counting on your assistance to make t h i s e f f o r t successful. 

Should you have any questions about t h i s Action Plan, please contact Bob 
Strosnider. 

Enclosure 

cc: Dan Kincald 
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Forest Supervisor 
100 Vaught Road 
Winchester, K Y 40391 

F o r fu r ther in format ion contact : 
D A N K I N C A I D , F o r e s t Informat ion 
Officer, 606/745-3145, or 
B I L L D IXON , S p e c i a l Agent, 
606/745-3108 

F o r e s t S e r v i c e Agent Works to Help C o n t r o l I l l e g a l Marijuana 
Growing on D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 

J u l y 26, 1990 - For Immediate R e l e a s e 

Although he r e c o g n i z e s t h a t t h e r e i s s t i l l a l o t of work to be done, H a r p e r 

Corder f e e l s t h a t the D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t has made great s t r i d e s i n 

c o n t r o l l i n g m a r i j u a n a growing on i t s p u b l i c l a n d s . 

Corder, a U.S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e law enforcement s p e c i a l agent, i s the 

o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e f o r the day-to-day marijuana e r a d i c a t i o n e f f o r t . He's 

s t a t i o n e d a t London, Kentucky, i n the southern p a r t of the D a n i e l Boone 

N a t i o n a l F o r e s t , where the problem i s most s e v e r e . I n r e c e n t months, Corder 

has spend 90 p e r c e n t of h i s time on the marijuana problem. 

S t a t i s t i c s flow e a s i l y from Corder's mouth. "Up to o n e - t h i r d of the 

marijuana grown on p u b l i c l a n d i n t h i s country comes from Kentucky," Corder 

s a i d . "For the l a s t two y e a r s the D a n i e l Boone has been the worst problem a r e a 

of a l l the 155 n a t i o n a l f o r e s t s . We're working hard to change t h a t . " 

Corder's j o b i s d i f f i c u l t and complex. D a i l y he d i r e c t s F o r e s t S e r v i c e law 

enforcement o f f i c e r s who may be i n v o l v e d i n a v a r i e t y of j o b s ranging from 

a e r i a l d e t e c t i o n to s u r v e i l l a n c e on-the - ground, and from making c o u r t 

appearances to p l o t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on topography maps. Corder's e f f o r t s 

i n c l u d e c l o s e communication w i t h l o c a l s h e r i f f departments and other law 

enforcement a g e n c i e s , and, more r e c e n t l y , w i t h the Governor's Task Force f o r a 

Drug Free Kentucky. He f e e l s t h a t j o i n t c o o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t s w i l l be e s s e n t i a l 

Daniel Boone 

Unrt««3 State* 
Oeoartmant at Agriculture 
^oreat Service ZAUHH POR '" -E -AKO ANO SERVING 'ECP-.E 
Soutnern Region 
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Another d i f f i c u l t a spect of Corder's job i s d e a l i n g with the g e n e r a l 

p u b l i c , which a t times doesn't seem to f u l l y understand the problem. Two 

questions which Corde'r f r e q u e n t l y hears a r e , "Why do people grow marijuana on 

the n a t i o n a l f o r e s t ? " and "Why does i t matter anyway?" 

"People p l a n t marijuana patches on the n a t i o n a l f o r e s t because of 

f o r f e i t u r e and s e i z u r e laws," e x p l a i n e d Corder. "Simply put, i f caught growin 

i t on t h e i r own land, they could stand to l o s e t h e i r property. A l s o , the 

n a t i o n a l f o r e s t o f f e r s them b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s - i t ' s more secluded, more 

d i f f i c u l t f o r us to f i n d , and so f o r t h . " 

"As f o r why i t m a t t e r s , " Corder continued, "the f i r s t t h i n g i s t h a t 

m a r i j u a n a i s an i l l e g a l drug. I t ' s a crime to grow or possess i t . We c a n ' t 

condone t h a t on n a t i o n a l f o r e s t s . And the second major problem i s v i s i t o r 

s a f e t y . There are i n c r e a s i n g o c c u r r e n c e s of people encountering booby t r a p s i 

the woods and of f o l k s being p h y s i c a l l y t h r e a t e n e d when they stumble too c l o s e 

to an unknown ma r i j u a n a patch." 

Corder a l s o p o i n t e d out t h a t m a r i j u a n a growers cause F o r e s t S e r v i c e 

personnel e x t r a problems, too. I n a d d i t i o n to the p e r s o n a l s a f e t y f a c t o r . 

F o r e s t S e r v i c e employees f a c e the added d i f f i c u l t y of having to a d j u s t work 

p r o j e c t s because of m a rijuana patches. 

"Sometimes th e s e problems can cause us to a l t e r p l a n s f o r such t h i n g s as 

w i l d l i f e management, h i k i n g t r a i l c o n s t r u c t i o n , and timber s a l e s " s a i d Corder. 

"The d e l a y s , changes, and c a n c e l l a t i o n s c o s t us, and the taxpayer, time and 

money. A l s o , we have found evidence where m a r i j u a n a growers have used 

p e s t i c i d e s and o t h e r t o x i c substances around t h e i r i l l e g a l p l o t s . These 

poisons can be harmful to people, as w e l l as f i s h and w i l d l i f e , and can cause 

s i g n i f i c a n t damage to such r e s o u r c e s as s o i l , water, and f o r e s t v e g e t a t i o n . " 
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Corder s a i d that i n i t i a l F o r e s t S e r v i c e e f f o r t s were made i n the 

t r a d i t i o n a l manner l o c a t i n g and e r a d i c a t i n g marijuana patches. That's as i n 

"whacking, s t a c k i n g , and burning i t , " Corder s a i d . But r e c e n t l y , w i t h 

i n c r e a s e d funding, manpower, and i n t e r a g e n c y cooperation, more e f f o r t has been 

p l a c e d on s u r v e i l l a n c e with, h o p e f u l l y , more a r r e s t s and p r o s e c u t i o n s to 

f o l l o w . 

"We t h i n k t h a t w i l l have a g r e a t e r long-term d e t e r r e n t e f f e c t on the 

growers," s a i d Corder. "But w e ' l l s t i l l be c u t t i n g and burning a whole l o t of 

m a r i j u a n a . No doubt about i t . " 

I n a d d i t i o n to more people and money being t a r g e t e d to h e l p s o l v e the 

problem, Corder and h i s troops are " t r y i n g to work smarter and more 

e f f i c i e n t l y , r a t h e r than j u s t harder a l l the time," he s a i d . "We're i n v o l v e d 

w i t h t e s t i n g some high t e c h equipment to help us l o c a t e marijuana and determine 

who the grower i s . We're a l s o working a t b e t t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e - g a t h e r i n g and 

i n f o r m a t i o n - s h a r i n g w i t h i n the law enforcement community. We continue to 

develop new and b e t t e r ways, and d i f f e r e n t management techniques, to help us i n 

the war on drugs." 

Corder urged anyone having i n f o r m a t i o n about i l l e g a l m a r i j u a n a growing on 

the D a n i e l Boone N a t i o n a l F o r e s t to r e p o r t i t to one of the l o c a l Ranger 

D i s t r i c t o f f i c e s , which are l o c a t e d i n Morehead, Stanton, Berea, London, 

Somerset, B i g Creek, and Whitley C i t y . Or i f you would r a t h e r l e a v e an 

anonymous t i p , c a l l the t o l l - f r e e n a t i o n a l WeTip h o t l i n e a t (800) 78-CRIME. 

Make sure you give complete and a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

"Our long-term goal i s to make n a t i o n a l f o r e s t a r e a s s a f e r f o r the 

v i s i t o r s , " s a i d Corder. "We've shown c o n s i d e r a b l e progress and we know we're 

making a d i f f e r e n c e . But we've got a ways to go before w e ' l l be s a t i s f i e d . " 



STRIKE FORCE FACTS AND FIGURES 

The Governor's Marijuana S t r i k e Force, a cooperative e f f o r t 
among 13 s t a t e and f e d e r a l agencies, i s Kentucky's o f f i c i a l 
marijuana e r a d i c a t i o n program. Created by executive order e a r l i e r 
t h i s year, the S t r i k e Force u t i l i z e s the manpower and resources of 
the Kentucky Attorney General's o f f i c e ; U.S. D i s t r i c t Attorney, 
E a s t e r n and Western D i s t r i c t s ; C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ; Drug Enforcement 
Administration; F e d e r a l Bureau of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ; Kentucky F i s h and 
W i l d l i f e ; U.S. F o r e s t r y S e r v i c e ; Kentucky National Guard; Kentucky 
S h e r i f f ' s A s s o c i a t i o n ; Kentucky State P o l i c e ; Kentucky Water 
P a t r o l ; and the Governor's O f f i c e for a Drug-Free Kentucky. 

The S t r i k e Force i s under the l e a d e r s h i p of D i r e c t o r Gary 
Faulkner. D a i l y a c t i v i t i e s are coordinated by Operations D i r e c t o r 
Major Tommy F i e l d s . The S t r i k e Force has f i v e d a i l y e r a d i c a t i o n 
teams, t o t a l i n g 125 personnel, which can be d i r e c t e d on an as 
needed b a s i s . Each p a r t i c i p a t i n g agency funds i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
the S t r i k e Force from i t s own budget. I n a d d i t i o n , the Kentucky 
National Guard i s spending a s p e c i a l $ 3 . 9 m i l l i o n grant from the 
U.S. Department of Defense earmarked f o r e r a d i c a t i o n , the f i f t h 
l a r g e s t of i t s kind and the l a r g e s t given to a non-U. S. border 
s t a t e . 

Law Enforcement o f f i c i a l s estimate a pound of marijuana 
c a r r i e s a s t r e e t value of $ 1 , 0 0 0 . Using t h a t f i g u r e , the t o t a l 
amount of marijuana destroyed i n Kentucky from Jan. 1 to Aug. 2 5 , 
1990 c a r r i e s a s t r e e t value of more than $ 2 . 8 b i l l i o n . 

E r a d i c a t i o n S t a t i s t i c s 

P l a n t s P l o t s A r r e s t s Traps 

^ , 2 0 3 1990 2 8 4 , 6 8 7 ^ , 2 0 3 108 28 * 

1989 4 3 9 , 1 1 3 2 , 9 7 9 244 88 

1988 4 1 4 , 5 7 9 2 , 5 3 8 177 ** 

* through Saturday, August 2 5 , 1990 . 

** Records not a v a i l a b l e . 



DANIEL BOONE NATIONAL FOREST 

Marijuana Eradication Effort 

1987 1988 1989 1990 

# of Plants Erad icated* 70.474 123.994 157.967 206.882 

# of Plots Eradicated 520 1.354 1.480 1.020 

# of Booby Traps 11 33 145 2 6 * * 

# of Arrests Made 5 16 20 21 

« Plants average a street value of approximately $1000 per plant 

* « Most Booby traps are generally found in September during peak harvest t imes 


