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Wilson-Pinchot Letter 

Regional Foresters, 
Directors, and Area Directors 

Who in the Forest Service at one time or another has not said or 
thought, "Where can I find a copy of the Pinchot l e t t e r ? " The 
"Pinchot l e t t e r " always refers to the famous l e t t e r from Secretary 
of Agriculture James "Tama Jim" Wilson to Gifford Pinchot, dated 
February 1, 1905, the same day President Theodore Roosevelt signed 
the Act (H.R. 8460) transferring the Forest Reserves from the 
Department of the I n t e r i o r to the Department of Agriculture. 

"That l e t t e r , " Pinchot wrote l a t e r , " i t goes without saying, I had 
brought to the Secretary for his signature." Pinchot c a l l e d i t the 
"guide and charter for the new policy" of managing forest reserves, 
soon to be renamed National Forests. 

With t h i s l e t t e r . Secretary Wilson established principles and a 
philosophy which have guided the Forest Service for nearly a cen­
tury, and s t i l l does so today. The ori g i n a l l e t t e r , framed, now 
hangs in my o f f i c e . More than a prized memento, i t i s at the very 
heart of Forest Service history. 

As a part of our history program, the history f i l e s in a l l head­
quarters o f f i c e s should have a copy readily available for i n t e r ­
ested researchers and scholars. S u f f i c i e n t copies for that purpose 
have been reproduced and are being sent to you. 

EDWARD P. CLIFF 
Chief 

Enclosure 



ItTaiilTing,tiTn^.C. 
F e h r i c a i y 1905. 

The F o r e s t e r , 
F o r e s t S e r v i c e , 

S i r : 

The P r e s i d e n t has a t t a c h e d h i s s-ighature to the f o l ­
lowing A c t ; 

"An Act P r o v i d i n g f o r the t r a n s f e r of f o r e s t r e s e r v e s 
from the Department of the I n t e r i o r to the Department of A g r i ­
c u l t u r e • 

"Be I t enacted oy the Senate and House of Represen­
t a t i v e s o f the Unlte'd"{State's of'"Xjner'ica i n Congress apsei/ihled. 
That t'he SecreTary o f - t ^ e "Tiepartraent oi" A c r i c u l t u i ' e s h a l l , 
from and a f t e r the passage of -chis Act, execute or cause to 
he executed a l l laws a f f e c t i n g p u b l i c l a n d s . h e r e t o f o r e or 
h e r e a f t e r r e s e r v e d under, the p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i c n tv.'en*y-
four of the Act e n t i t l e d 'An. Act to r e p e a l , the timher-oiilt.v.re 
laws, £Jid f o r other purposes,' approved March t?iir - d , eighteen 
hundi'ed a r d ninety-one, t.nd Acts supplemental to and aiviend-
atory t l^ereof, a f t e r such lands have "been so r e L e i T e d , ex-
c e p t i n f such laws a s a f f e c t che s u r v e y i n g , prospecting, l o c a t ­
i n g , a p p r o p r i a t i n g , e n t e r i n g , r e l i n q u i s h i n g , reconveying, 
c e r t i f y i n g , or p a t e n t i n g of any of such l a n d s , 

"Fee. 2, That pulp wood or v/cod pulp manufactured 
from timber i n the d i s t r i c t of A l a s k a may be exported t h e r e ­
from, 

"Sec. 6. That f o r e s t 6uper-\ric;ors and rangers s h a l l 
be s e l e c t e d , v/hen p r a c t i c a b l e , from q u a l i f i e d c i t i z e n s of the 
S t a t e s or T e r r i t o r i e s i n which the s a i d r e s e r v e s , r e s p e c t i v e ­
l y , are s i t u a t e d , 

"Sec. 4, That r i g h t s of v/ay f o r the c o n s t m c t i o n and 
maintenance of dams, r e s e r v o i r s , water p l a n t s , d i t c h e s , flvmies, 
p i p e s , t u n n e l s , and c a n a l s , v / l t h i n and a c r o s s the f o r e s t r e s ­
e r v e s of the U n i t e d S t a t e s , are hereby grantt^d to c i t i z e n s and 
corporations of the United S t a t e s f o r m u n i c i p a l cr' mining pur­
poses, and f o r the purposes o f tlie m i l l i n g and r e d u c t i o n of 
o r e s , during the period of t h e i r b e n e f i c i a l use, under such 
2'ule8 and r e g u l a t i o n s as may be p r e s c r i b e d by the " e c r e t a r y 
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of the I n t e r i o r cmd suh.lect to the laws of the S t a t e or Ter­
r i t o r y .in which s a i d r e s e r v e s are r e s p e c t i v e l y s i t u a t e d , 

"Sec. 5. That a l l money r e c e i v e d from* the s a l e of 
any products or the use of any lan d or resources of .said 
f o r e e t r e s e r v e s s h a l l he covered i n t o the TVeasury of the 
Tlnitbd S t a t e s , and f o r a period of f i v e y e a r s from the has-
£.age of t h i s Act s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a s p e c i a l fund a v a i l a b l e , 
u n t i l expended, as the Secretary;' of A g r i c u l t u r e ma.2r r j r e c t , 
f o r the p r o t e c t i o n , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , improvement, and ex t e n ­
sion of F e d e r a l f o r e s t r e s e r v e s . 

"Ahprcved, February 1 , 1905." 
By t h i s Act the a d m i n i s t r a t i c n of the F e d e r a l f o r e s t 

r e s e r v e s i s t r a n s f e r r e d to t h i s Department. I t s p r o v i s i o n s 
v ; i l l be c a r r i e d out through the F o r e s t S e r v i c e , under your 
immediate s u p e r v i s i o n . You have a l r e a d y t e n t a t i v e l y nego­
t i a t e d the t r a n s f e r v/ith the C O J aviissioner of the General 
Land O f f i c e , whose powers and d u t i e s tli.us t r a n s f e r r e d I a s ­
s i g n to you. U n t i l other-^ise i n s t r u c t e d , yoxi v / i l l s u h i i t 
to i i t e f o r approval a l l qisesticns of o r g a n i z a t i o n , s a l e s , 
p e m i t s , and p r i v i l e g e s , except s r c h as are e n t r u s t e d by 
the present r e g u l a t i o n s to f i e l d o f f i c e r s on the grouno.. 
A l l o f f i c e r s of the f o r e s t reserve sei-vice t r a n s f e r r e d v / i l l 
be s u b j e c t to your i n s t r u c t i o n s tmd w i l l report d i r e c t l y to 
you. You v r i l l a t once i s s u e to theiii the necessary n o t i c e 
to t h i s e f f e c t . 

I n order to f a c i l i t a t e the prompt t r a n s a c t i o n of 
bu s i n e s s upon the f o r e e t r e s e r v e s and to give e f f e c t to the 
general p o l i c y o u t l i n e d below, you are i n s t r u c t e d to recoii-
nend a t the e a r l i e s t p r a c t i c a b l e date h a t e v e r changes r.iay 
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he necessary I n the r u l e s and reg\aationB governing the r e s -
enres, so that I may, I n acoordanoe with the provisions of 
the ahove Act, delegate to yoft and to f o r e e t reserre o f f i c e r s 
i n the f i e l d , so much of my authority as may "be e s s e n t i a l to 
the prompt t r a n s a c t i o n of- huslness, and to the administration 
of the r e s e r v e s i n anoordance v/ith l o c a l need*. U n t i l such 
r e v i s i o n i s made, the present r u l e s arid regulations w i l l r e ­
main i n f o r c e , except those r e l a t i n g to the i'eceipt and trans" 
: i i i i t t a l of iioneys, i n which case Special F i s c a l Agents of t h i s 
HepartTaent w i l l iierform the d u t i e s h e r e t o f o r e rendered "by th*; 
R e c e i v e r s of L o c a l Land O f f i c e s i n accordance with e x i s t i n g 
laws and r e g - ^ l a t i o n s • The C h i e f of Records, Bureau of For-
esti-y, i s hereby designated a S p e c i a l F i s c a l Agent, and ̂'•ou 
w i l l d i r e c t hirii a t once to execute and suhitiit for my approval 
a bond f o r T-> t^nty Tli.ousand D o l l a r s • 

Or December 17, 1904, the P r e s i d e n t signed the f o l -
lov/ir4; order: 

" I n the t ; x e r c i s e of the power vested in the President 
Vy s e c t i o n 175o of the Hevised S t a t u t e s and a c t s arriendatbry 

' " I T I S OHDEKKD, That a l l persons employed I n the f i e l d 
ajid i n t h e D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n the 'protection and admin­
i s t r a t i o n of F o r e s t r y Reserves i n or under the General Land 
O f f i c e of u:3.c I n t c r i o - Department* be c l a s s i f i e d and the c i v l l -
£':.rvice act and rulv s a p p l i e d t h e r e t o , and that no person be 
h e r e a f t e r c L p i . o i n t e d , e.iployed, proiiioted. or t r a n s f e r r e d I n 
t-aid S e r v i c e u n t i l be passes an examination I n c o n f o n i l t y 
t h e r e w i t h , u n l e s r s p e c i f i c a l l y exempted thereimder. T J I I S order 
s h a l l api-ly to a l l o f f i c e r s and employees, except persons em­
ployed r i e r e l y r.s l a b o r e r s , and persons v/hose appointments are 
c o n f i r r e d by t h e Senate." 
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This order c l a s s i f i e s the v/hole forest reserve Ser­
vice,nov/ transferred, and places i t under the C i v i l Service 
Lav/, 

I>' the administration of the f o r e s t reserves i t must 
he c l e a t l y ho ne i n mind that a l l land I s to "be devoted to 
i t s ;iO£t prodvctlve use for the permanent good of the whole 
People and not. for the tempo^ a i ^ benefit of individuals or 
covipanles* A l l the resources of f o r e s t jeserves are for use, 
and t h i s use must he brought about i n a thoroughly pro?apt and 
businesslike manner, under such r e s t r i c t i o n s only as w i l l i n ­
sure the permanence of these resources. The v i t a l importance 
of f o r e s t reserves to the great i n d u s t r i e s of the western 
s t a t e s w i l l be l a r g e l y increased in the near future by the 
continued steady advance i n settlement and development. The 
permanence of the resources of the reserves i s therefore i n ­
dispensable to continued prosperity, and the p o l i c y of t h i s 
Department for t h e i r protection and use v / i l l , i n v a r i a b l y be 
guided by t h i s f a c t , tilways bearing in mind that the conser­
vative use of these resources in no v/ay c o n f l i c t s with t h e i r 
permanent valu e . You w i l l see to i t that the v/ater, v/ood, 
and forage of the reserves are conserved and wisely used for 
the benefit of the home-builder f i r s t of a l l ; upon whoii de-
pent s the best permanent use of lands and resources a l i k e . 
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The continued X->rosperity of t h t a n r i c v l t v . r u l , lumberinc, rain-

inr: and l i v e - s t o c k i n t e r e a t B it cUrectl;/ .iependent upon a 

per-Eianont hiid a o o e s s i b l e supfily of vVcwter, vood, and forage, as 

v/ell 0.8 upon the p r e s e n t and f u t u r e use of tliese resources 

under h U E i r . e e B l i k e I ' e r u l a t i c n s , enforced w i t h pr-omptness, 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s , tuid conmon s e n s e . I n the MKnagenent of each 

res e r v e l o c a l j.ftetions w i l l be decldtsd I'.pon l o c a l f-rounds; 

t:'-e covij.Mant Indx-.stry w i l l be ccnsidei-ed f i r s t , but -.-ith as 

l i t t l e l e s t r i c t j o n to minor l i - d u e t r i e s as nay be p o s s i b l e ; 

sudden olicjiees i n i n c u s t r i a l c o n d i t i o n s v/111 be avoided by 

g r a d u a l adjustment a f t e r due n o t i c e ; and where c o n f l i c t i n g 

i n t e r e s t s must be r e c o n c i l e d , the question w i l l alv/aye be 

decided frora the staxidpoint of the g r e a t e s t r-ood of the 

- r e a t e s t ntmiber i n the long run. 

t j o n tmd use of the water supply, i n tlie d i s p o s a l of timber 

and v/ood, i n the use c f the range, and i n a l l o^hier matters 

connected v/ith the management of the r e s e r v e s . They can be 

si-.ccesbfvaiy a p p l i e d only vhen the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of each 

r e s e r v e l e l e f t v e r y l a r g e l y in the hands of the l o c a l o f ­

f i c e r s , under the eye of thoroughly t r a i n e d and competent 

I n s p e c t o r s , 

nhese g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s w i l l oven: I n the p r o t e c -

Very r e s p e c t f u l l y . 

Secretary. 


