
RAPHAEL ZON 1874-1956 

Born i n 1874 at Simbirsk, R u s s i a , Raphael Xon, becamse of h i s l i b e r a l l e a n i n g s , 

was forced to f l e e R u s s i a i n 1896, He spent the next two years studying at the 

U n i v e r s i t y i n L i e g e , Belgium, and at the U n i v e r s i t y of London, I n 1898 he made 

h i s way to the United S t a t e s , and i n 1901 r e c e i v e d h i s degree i n f o r e s t r y a t 

C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y , I n J u l y of that year he jo i n e d G i f f o r d Pinchot as a f o r e s t e r 

f o r the Bureau of F o r e s t r y ( l a t e r the U.S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e ) i n the U.S,D,A. For 

the next 43 ye a r s j ^ i s cai^eer l a y w i t h that agency, a l l of i t i n the f i e l d of 

f o r e s t r e s e a r c h . 

Zon e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t f o r e s t experiment s t a t i o n s i n the U.S, i n 1908, and 

envisioned and l a i d the foundation f o r the system of r e g i o n a l f o r e s t experiment 

s t a t i o n s t h a t were e s t a b l i s h e d , l a r g e l y between 1921 and 1923, to the U,S,F,S. 

He bacame the d i r e c t o r of the Lake S t a t e s Forest Experiment S&ation at i t s 

i n c e p t i o n i n 1923, 

One of Zon's most c o n t r o v e r s i a l undertakings was the P r a i r e e States F o r e s t r y • 

P r o j e c t , b e t t e r known as the S h e l t e r b e l t P r o j e c t . When Pr e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D. 

Roosevelt, i n 1934, proposed establishment of a netwoek of s l j e l t e r b e l t s i n the 

p r a i r i e - p l a i n s s t a t e s , i t was Zon who was given r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the t e c h n i c a l 

d i r e c t i o n of the p r o j e c t , which was e s s e n t i a l l y h i s own b r a i n c h i l d . Between 1935 

and 1942 18,600 mile s of s h e l t e r b e l t s wete planted i n the t i e r of s t a t e s from 

North Dakota to Texas, A survey i n 1954 sljowed that 77% of the pla n t i n g s had been 

s u c c e s s f u l , and th a t a l a r g e proportion of the f a i l u r e s had r e s u l t e d from pre­

ventable causes. . 

Among h i s many noteworthy accomplishments were h i s pioneer s t u d i e s i n the r e l a t i o n 

of f o r e s t s to strearafloe and flo d d c o n t r o l , h i s i n i t i a t i o n of s i l v i c u l t u r a l 

r e s e a r c h on j a c k pine and aspen,^his campaign f o r the adoption of p a r t i a l c u t t i n g 

methods, 



Throughout h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l career Raphael Zon wielded strong i n f l u e n c e on the 

progress and d i r e c t i o n of p r o f e s s i o n a l f o r e s t r y i n the U.S., authoring more 

than 200 s c i e n t i f i c p u b l i c a t i o n s and holding important p o s i t i o n s and r e c e i v i n g 

high honors i n many areas of the p r o f e s s i o n of f o r e s t r y and i t s r e l a t e d f i e l d s . 
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NEWS BULLETIN~For immediate r e l e a s e December 14, 1955 

C e l e b r a t e 50th Anniversary oi the F o r e s t S e r v i c e 

Over 100 f o r e s t e r s and guests c e l e b r a t e d the 50th Anniversary of the 

F o r e s t S e r v i c e , U, S. Department of A g r i c u l t u r e , at a dinner i n S t . Paul, 

December 12. The dinner was sponsored by the Lake S t a t e s F o r e s t Experiment 

S t a t i o n . ' 

The a f t e r - d i n n e r program f e a t u r e d notable events and p e r s o n a l i t i e s 

i n the F o r e s t S e r v i c e s i n c e i t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1905. Honored guests were 

Mr. Raphael Zon and Mr. W i l l i a m T. Cox of S t , Paul, who were presented with 

c e r t i f i c a t e s of c h a r t e r membership i n the F o r e s t S e r v i c e by M, B. Dickermaii, 

D i r e c t o r of the S t a t i o n . 

Both Mr. Zon and Mr. Cox helped to l a y the foundations on which 50 

y e a r s of progress was b u i l t , Mr. Dickerman s a i d . 

Dr, Zon was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s e t t i n g up the r e g i o n a l f o r e s t experiment 

s t a t i o n system. When the Lake S t a t e s S t a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d i n S t . Paul i n 

1923, he became i t s f i r s t d i r e c t o r and remained i n that c a p a c i t y u n t i l h i s r e ­

tirement i n 1944. 

' Mr. Cox helped to determine the boundary l i n e s f o r many of the 

western n a t i o n a l f o r e s t s c r e a t e d by P r e s i d e n t T.R. Roosevelt. From 1911 to 

1923 Mr. Cox was Minnesota's S t a t e F o r e s t e r ; l a t e r he served as the Commissioner 

of the Department of C onservation. 

Guests, i n a d d i t i o n to present and former members of the Lake S t a t e s 

S t a t i o n s t a f f , i ncluded the f a c u l t y of the F o r e s t r y School, U n i v e r s i t y of 

Minnesota, and S u p e r v i s o r s Louis C. Hermel and Dan B u l f e r of the Superior and 

Chippewa National F o r e s t s r e s p e c t i v e l y , together with some of t h e i r s t a f f s . 
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