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&= COL HER COUNTY THROUGH THE YEARS &~

This issue of Museum News
is about various news
items of Collier County
through the years.

1923
In 1923 Collier County
was created. The first
meeting ‘of the Board of
County Commissioners was
held July 7th and the Cou-
nty Seat was established
at Everglades. There were
about 60N inhabitants at
that time.

1928
The Tamiami Trail opened
April 25, 1928 with a

festive motorcade of nota-
bles,beginning in Ft.Myers
going through the Ever-
glades to Miami over the
brand "new highway which
culminated many years of
dreaming, planning and wo-

rking.
v%j:K'“

The County Commission
chairman formally accepts
the keys to the new $1.6
million courthouse in East

1962

Naples. Although the 2,032
square miles comprising
Collier County-it's the

second largest county in

Florida-had sparse settle-
ments late in the 19th
century, the county  was

not established wuntil May
1923.

Established in Mav, the
First County Comm1551on
meeting was held in July
in the Rod and Gun Club
annex in Everglades.County
business was conducted in
various Everglades build-
ings until 1928 when the
courthouse-since remodeled
several times- was first

occupied.
But gradually Collier
County outgrew the Ever-

glades courthouse and in

1959, a movement for mov-

ing the site to some other
location was sparked.

In the first balloting
Narles,Fast Naples, Immok-
alee and Everglades were
nominated. None received
a majority. In the runoff
between East Naples and

Everglades, Fast Naples.
won.

However, legally ‘moving
the County Seat wasn't
.gimple. During a friendly
legal suit to establish

the validity of the elect-
ion, it was discovered the
Everglades had been the
temporary site since the
County's  establishment.
Under the terms of the
1923 legislative act,Ever-
glades had been designated
as the temporary County
Seat pending a referendum
to determine the final
location. Rut nothing
had heen done about this
legal provision, and
temporary had developed
into 36 years. During the
legal arguments, the que-
stion was raised whether

Fast Naples-not incorpor-
ated, hence with no legal
boundaries—could he desi-
gnated the County Seat.
Also, it was argued that

with no boundaries, the

courthouse could be lo-

cated anywhere "East of

Naples'" which included a

lot of territory.

A panel of three Circuit
Court Judges resolved the
auestions in favor of
the referendum-approved
East Naples site, and the
courthouse construction
began after Nelson Faerber
Naples, architect, was co-
mmissioned to draw plans

What do the Panels
mean?

What is the
meaning of

all  those PRAYES
strange fig- é? S\

ures on the
outside wa-
11ls of the
Collier Co-
unty Govern-
ment Com-
plex?

The panels
are Bas-re-r .
lief {&Scul-
pture  in

low relief)
The trio of
figures on
the hottom

of the pan-
els are a

woman in the middle, the
right figure which appe-
ars to have a sore neck,




is the man of the family,

and the third figure is a
youngster.

At the top of the panels
are five figures apparen=
tly hanging upside down.
Some of the figures have
two eyes and some .only
have one. The fingers of
the hands point to both
groups.

According to Nelson Faer-

ber, architect, this is

what it all means: '"The

three figures at the

bottom of the panel

represent the citizens-

man, woman,and child. The

palm pointing down with
the coins in it represent

services rendered while
the other palm represents

taxation. At the center

of the panel is the sun
representing Florida and/

or Collier County and at

the top of the panel, the

five figures represent

government or the five

County Commissioners."

Faerber noted in his expl-
aination that
in the bottom part of the

panel 1is pregnant which

represents the continuance
of the population.

FR!ENDLY FOREST

E] q-va:,.

T/ANTT

[N é
t. “EJ ’f ﬂ

FTn ¥

HERY,

Gl
i

Ed Scott,a pioneer resid-
ent of Collier County and
-Clerk of the Circuit Cou-
rt for 26 years was inst-
rumental. in serving the

community, because of his
deep awareness and sensi-
tivity to the beauty of

B'ua.:wﬂ

the woman .

this area. The following
is an excernt from some
of his writings describi-
ng a journey into the for-
est:

] What a wo-
‘T could feel the te-

"What a place.
rld.

nsion of my nerves subside.

The day was full and some-
where overhead the warm

sun was shining, spatter-

ing through the overhang-

ing growth in silvery sp-

lotches on the carpet of

brown leaves.'

"No wonder the Seminoles
sought such a place to
bury their dead. There
in the deep stillness and
friendly atmosnhere of
the surrounding forest
and dense hammock, the
spirit of man could find
peace. From the fleshy
form of man, atom by atom,
molecule by molecule, he
would disintegrate and mi-
ngle and become a part of
life everlasting.Only a
change of form, where he
would live on in a symph-
ony of harmonious color
and song until the good: .
earth is wafted away th-
rough space to become an
1ntegra1 nart in the mus-
ic of the spheres.'

"Just a few feet from wh-
ere I rested is an Indian
mound. I have no idea wh-
at it contains. I am not
interested. Hidden away
in the lonely but lovely
wilds of nature, it appea-
led to me as something sa-
cred, and I wiewed it with
bared head and spirit of
solemnity."”

"Slowly, I picked my way
back through the dense and
beautiful cypress strand.
When I walked a little way
across the bordering pra-
irie, I stopped and stared
back at the tall cypress

trees with their tangle
of verdant undergrowth,and
I wondered if the great
forests and wooded hammo-
cks affected other people
as they did me. I wonde-
red if winding trails cut
in from the highway would
permit other people to get
the inspiration and jJoy
of 1living that had come
to me as I wandered alone
in the untamed grandeur
and beauty of this sub-tr
opical setting'

a native Floridian
13,

Scott,

died Jan. 1959,

to reach
27

The first train
Naples arrived on Dec.
1926.

SpOg0ss

Nanles' first town
Marshal,Tommy Weeks, rec-
eived S1 for each arrest
"To be collected from the
prisoner and for which
the town is not liable

1963

The old pokey, commonly
known as the'"'PawPaw Patch"
was where prisoners used
to cool their heels in
the o0ld days. It was a
two-cell concrete affair
o1 10th Ave.,South and
was located in the center
of a papaya patch. It was
built for the sum of
$381.68 and served as off-
icial jail until the fire
depmartment building cont-
aining eight cells was
built in 1949 Around 19
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up and hauled away to the
beach for use as an auxi-
liary seawall.

1949

Johnny Jones of Miami
took first place in the
first Naples Swamp Buggy
Race held in 1949, as a
feature of a State Press
Association convention

at the Naples Beach
Hotel. The winning speed
was seven miles an hour
and several buggies were
still mired down hours
after the race.

Edward H. Frank, Father
Buggy and
a Naples resident wused
what he called a combin-
ation ‘of old junk to
build the first swamp
buggy when he +was 17
years old. A resident for
55-years he died Julv 4,
1981.

1935

In 1935, 19 whales invaded
the beach at 5th Avenue.
Commonly known as Black
Fish, this species is
smaller than the wusual
whale, but big enough to
cause quite a bit of co-
mmotion.

5¢ an Acre

Most of the land in this
section aside from that
homesteaded and thus ob-
tained free, went orgin-

ally to great land ~and
railroad companies for
as little as £five cents
an acre, as swamp and

overflow lands believed
almost without wvalue.

1963

Development of Port Royal
which occupies two square
miles at the southern end
of Naples, began in the
late 1950's. Much of it

was created from swamp-
land. All lots are water-
front, the buyer must ag-
ree to certain specifica-

tion of a committee for
approval. John Sample,
developer of the project

was thought of by his
friends of being a little
wacky when he purchased

the property. The . lots

run between $13,000 to
$45,000 and the cost of
a house starts at $50,000.

Mr. Sample, a resident si-
nce 1938, died November 26
1971.
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What do you =
know about Florida's
Heritage ?
Here's a list of questions
on Florida Heritage -and
History to test your wits
on these hot summer days.

1.The Capitol of Florida
is:

a.Naples

b.Miami

c.Tallahassee

d.St. Petersburg

2.The 1953 Legislature
designated the
as the State Tree:
a.Sabal Palm
b.Mangrove
c.Royal Palm
d.Bald Cypress

3.The State BRird of Arkan-
sas, Mississippi, Tenn.,
and Texas is also Floridas
it is:
a.Flamingo
b.Mockingbird

c¢.Palm Warbler
d.BRlue Jay

4.The

Stone:
a.Agatized Coral
b.Agatized Coral
c.Agatized Coral
d.All of the Above

is the State

5.Florida's official State
Play since its designation

a.Pair

b.0klahoma

c.01d Calcutta
d.Cross and Sword

6.State Song is:
a.Red River Valley
b.The S'wanee River (0ld
Folks at Fome)
c.0ver the Rainhow

7.The Florida Legislature
proclaimed as
the

a

.Gatorade
b.Tang

c¢.Beer

d.Orange Juice

The State Flower is:
a.Swamp Lily
b.Orange Blossom
c.Poinsettia
d.Hibiscus

9.The Official State
Freshwater Fish is:
a.Salmon

b.Gar

c.Largemouth Rass
d.Bream

10.The Saltwater Fish is
a.Snook

b.Tarpon

c¢.Mullet

d.Sailfish

11.Since 1969, Florida's
official State Shell is:
.Horse Conch
.Sand Dollar
.0live Shell
.Turkey Wing

Lo To

For more information on

by the 1973 legislature isz:

Official State Beveraze




Florida's Fistory and Her-
itage such as knowing the
Official Saltwater Mammal
or State Marine Mammal--
And we all want to know
those answers,right?--
Stop by the Museum for a
Free Publication that con-
tains all this informat-

ion.

Answers to Quiz

1.Florida's Capital,Tall-
ahassee, was originally
selected in 1824.

2.The Sabal Palm grows in
almost any soil and has
many uses including food
and medicine.

3.The common Mockingbird-
Mimus PFoyglottos, is a
superb songbird and mimic.

4. Agatized Coral occurs
when silicia in the ocean
water hardens-the long
process (20-30 million
years) results in the for-
mation of one mineral re-
placing another without
having lost it's original
form.

5.Cross and Sword tells
the story of the Spanish
colonization of the nat-
ion's first city,St. Aug-
ustine. '

6."The S'wanee River (01d
Folks at Home)'"The Suwan-
nee River flows southerly
from Okeefenokee Swamp in
Georgia to the Gulf of
Mexico in’Florida. The
song was written by Step-
hen C. Foster in 1851.

7.The State Beverage is
Orange Juice.

8.The Orange Blossom, a
pretty and very fragrant
flower.

9.The Largemouth Bass
10.The Sailfish

11.Pleuroploca Gigantea,
the Horse Conch, also

known as the Giant Band
Shell.

Exhibit Events

October
William Farnsworth-"Flor-
ida Silverlandscapes'. A
variety of nhotogranhs us-
ing infrared film produc-
ing a dramatically differ-
ent result from ordinarvy
hlack and white images.
He has transformed famil-
iar scenes '"into environ-
mental fantasies which
stimulate a new awareness
of Florida's rare and he-
autiful landscape." His
studies of people are di-
stinguished by the same
subdued, suffused light
which gives them a dream
like guality. Farnsworth
brings a special subtlety
to photogravhy that is a
delight to the eve.

Sent-0Oct. & November
The Purricane Exhibit is
currently on display at

The County Complex here
in building F-1st floor
for those of vou curious
as to the destruction ca-
used by the Hurricanes of
1025,1944 and 1960. The
black and white photogra-
phs show the aftermaths
of storms which have hit
this area.

If you would like to placed on our mailing
list to receive copies of the Museum News,
please fill out and return this form. to:

Collier County Museum
Collier County Gov't Complex
3301 East Tamiami Trail

Naples, Florida 33942
Name
Address
City State Zip




