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"The Grandest Winter
Resort in America:" A
Look at the Naples Hotel

by Lynne Howard Frazer

Walking through the land north of
Gordon's Pass in 1886, a land broker noted
the "very fine shell beach, clear surf for
bathing, and very desirable building sites
and town lots.” One month later, the
"Naples Town Improvement Company of
Tallahassee” was organized. The new
company immediately bought 3,712 acres
of the prime land at the inflated price of
$3.00 per acre.

By 1887 the town of Naples was
surveyed and lots were selling for $10.00
each. Northerners were fascinated with
descriptions of the "new Italy of America”
and land sold quickly. The company
shortened its name to the The Naples
Company and under the leadership of
General John S. Williams, Walter
Haldeman, and R.G. Robinson, the
company began developing the resort town.

Although many lots were sold, by
January 1888, "not a stick of sawed timber
graced the site of the new town." Just a
few months later, a visitor wrote, "Naples
now has a population of about 100,
principally carpenters employed in building
a fine hotel which will be completed in a
month or two. Many small nice frame
dwellings are being built and a few have
been finished.” While building the hotel,
workers lived in tents and ate outdoors in
what the Company brochure called "the
largest dining room in Florida.”

By April 1888, the new hotel was ready
for business. General Williams claimed the
twenty-room building was "One of the
handsomest buildings in the State." Built
almost a mile from the beach on a tree-lined

grassy avenue, the three-story hotel
offered a magnificent view of both the
Gulf and Naples Bay.

To bring visitors to the remote resort,
the Naples Company bought the "fastest
steamship on the coast," the Fearless.
According to an 1889 advertisement,
tourists traveled "by railroad via Orlando
and Bartow, to Punta Gorda. Thence by
the Steamer Fearless, which leaves at
5:00 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Saturdays. Distance 90 miles, Time, 9
hours. This short sea voyage affords a
pleasant change from the monotony of
railroad travel." The Fearless also carried
the mail to the Naples post office, but as
one hotel guest wrote, "That horrid mail
boat that was due last night at seven
o'clock has not yet arrived at twelve
o'clock this morning, nor is it even in
sight.”

A new 600 foot pier was built just in
front of the Naples Hotel to provide a
secure dock for large boats. At the end of

The Naples Hotel, circa 1924

the pier, a wooden boardwalk led to the
hotel. Fitted with small rails, the boardwalk
also served as a hand-cart tramway to haul
luggage and supplies.

By 1900 winter residents fondly called
Naples the "grandest winter resort in
America." The land where "roses bloom in
December" was becoming a popular tourist
haven. To accomodate the growing number
of visitors, a forty-room addition was added
to the hotel in 1916. A few years later, a
final addition, the "Annex," was added as
staff housing.

Looking more like a "gentleman's house"
than a hotel, the rambling frame building
became the center of activity in Naples. The
1888 schedule of events included charades,
candy-pulls, debates, dances, plays, songs,
and piano and xylophone concerts. Through
the years, the hotel continued to be the
social hub of the small resort town. In the
1920's, winter visitors gathered at the hotel
every Thursday for a "Cottager's Evening."
After a dinner in the hotel dining room, the
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"cottagers” played bingo or "horse
racing," a board game with small painted
horses and dice. Money raised from
betting went to the Woman's Club for
Boy and Girl Scout activities. During
the 1940's and 1950's, the Sunday night
buffets became a Naples tradition for
both visitors and townspeople.

Over the years many celebrities stayed
at the Naples Hotel. The first guest to
sign the hotel register was Rose
Cleveland, the president's sister.
According to tradition, Thomas Edison
frequently drove to Naples from Ft.
Myers to enjoy the buffets at the hotel,
once even turned away because he wasn't
wearing a tie. His friend Harvey
Firestone also enjoyed the hotel dinners
and wrote in the guest book that the
food was "to be commended for its
deliciousness and flavor." During the
filming of Distant Drums, most of the
cast stayed at the Naples Hotel,
including the movie's star Gary Cooper.

The hotel's old Victorian wicker chairs
and accumulated mismatched furniture
created a special ambiance that drew
visitors back year after year. Although
the hotel changed little through the
years, the town of Naples grew into a
city. New tourists were more interested
in modern motels than the old-fashioned
hospitality of the Naples Hotel. On
April 7, 1962, the old landmark finally
closed. The last section of the hotel, the
Annex, was torn down in the late
1970's, and today the site of the
"Grandest Winter resort in America" is a
parking lot.
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New Staff Members Join
the Museum

Ms. Kelli Bedan, from Jeffersonville,
Indiana, has joined the museum staff as
Department Secretary.  She has
extensive computer experience and will
be assisting the Curator of Collections
with computerizing the Museum's
collection records.

Mrs. Nancy Olson has been appointed

Curator of Education for the Museum. She
has a B.A. in Anthropology from the
University of Texas and was formerly
Director of the Heritage Museum of
Montgomery County in Conroe, Texas.
She is currently planning many exciting new
Museum programs.

Summer activities include:

Seminole Camp-Outs: Children ages 8
to 12 will have the opportunity to learn
about traditional Seminole life during an
overnight visit to the Museum's reproduction
Seminole Village. During the camp-out,
children will tour the museum, have a
traditional Seminole meal, and learn about
Indian society and crafts. The highlight of
the camp-out will be the chance to sleep
under . mosquito-netting .in..an_ authentic
Seminole chickee, an open-sided thatched
building. This exciting program will be
offered in July and August and is limited to
12 participants each.

Digging Into the Past: The mysteries
of archaeology will be discussed in this
children's program planned for August.
Children will learn about the work of
archaeologists and have an opportunity to
excavate artifacts and work in a lab.

Quilting Traditions: During the month
of July, local quilters will share some of
Florida's needlework traditions in a special

exhibit of antique and modern quilts. In

conjuction with this temporary exhibit,
quilters will demonstrate and discuss the art
of quilting during a special program on July
9, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Hurricane!: During the height of the
hurricane season, the Museum will present a
fascinating temporary photographic exhibit
tracing the history of hurricanes in Collier
County. Opening on August 1, this exhibit
will include photographs from the 1926
hurricane through the big "whopper,”
Hurricane Donna. The museum is also
sponsoring a Weather Awareness Day with
local meteorologists and hurricane specialists
discussing hurricane legend, lore, and
preparedness.

For more information about these
programs, please call 774-8476.
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From the
Director's
Chair

by Ron Jamro
In Memory of
GERALD L. LANTERMAN

1937 - 1988

Often as he strolled about the grounds
and hurried to watch a group of wide-eyed
youngsters clamber up on the old
locomotive, he'd turn to me, eyes beaming
with satisfaction.

"That's what this is all about,” he'd say.

"We've got a gem of a museum here.
You know, we really do."”

It was a phrase he used affectionately
and often, whenever he spoke to teachers,
visitors, corporate executives or statesmen.
And he believed it.

From that moment four years ago,
when Gerald Lanterman first joined in
shaping a new and finer historical museum
for the people of Collier County - through
his role in the Naples Centennial and later,
as Treasurer for the Friends of the Museum
- his efforts were sincere, constant and true.

Above all else, he could be counted
on; cheerfully shouldering a difficult task
until it was done, and boosting our spirits
with his unfailing wit and humor when the
way was hard.

He was a gentle man who patiently
persevered, who inspired others to succeed,
and who helped forge the dream of a few
into a reality for many,

I had the privilege and pleasure of
working with Jerry on a number of projects
and, though I did not know him as long or
perhaps as well as others, I am certain of
one thing. Few places in his closing years
filled Jerry with as much satisfaction and
sense of personal accomplishment as the
Museum. He was intensely proud of what
had been started here. And he wasn't afraid
to let it show.

He was a friend in the finest sense, and
a historian in his own right who
bequeathed to this community both a
published record of its early years, and a
Museum lovingly embossed with his care
and devotion.

From all of us ... for all you did
...thank you, Jerry. We will miss you.
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Mrs. Tommie Barfield and
the "Heights Hotel"

by Lynne Howard Frazer

In 1901 Tommie Camilla Stephens
stepped onto the sparkling sands of Marco
Island and fell in love with the beautiful
tropical paradise. Within the next twenty
years she became known as the "Queen of
Marco” and one of the pivotal leaders in
southwest Florida's development.

Tommie married James Madison Barfield
in 1906 and together they worked to
improve the island. To accomodate the
growing number of tourists, the Barfields
enlarged their home and opened the "Barfield
Hotel" in 1908. The twenty-room hotel
quickly gained a reputation for fine food and
became one of the most popular resorts in

_ southwest Florida. Mrs. Barfield's orange

and guava preserves were in such demand
that the couple added a canning plant to the
back of the hotel kitchen. Located high on
Marco Island's sand dunes, the hotel was
also called the "Heights Hotel.”

In addition to operating a hotel and
general store, Mrs. Barfield worked hard to
develop Marco Island. Frustrated with the
slow development of the island, Tommie
began traveling to Ft. Myers to lobby the
commissioners for roads and schools.
Almost singlehandedly she convinced the
Lee County Commission to authorize a
road from Naples to Marco, a ferry to cross
the Marco river, and a road from Old Marco
Village to Caxambas. Realizing that the
large size of Lee County hindered
development, she worked with Barron
Collier to lobby for the creation of a new
county in southwest Florida. Her greatest
victory came in 1923 with the
establishment of Collier County.

The "Heights Hotel," circa 1925

Commenting on her accomplishment she
said, "I think they finally agreed because
they were so sick and tired of seeing me in
their chambers."

Tommie Barfield also fought for the
development of schools on the isolated
island. During the construction of a small
one-room school house, the "Heights
Hotel" kitchen also served as a school for
the local children. By the time Collier
County was established in 1923, two
schools were operating on the island, and
in recoginition of her work, Mrs. Barfield
was appointed the first Superintendent of
Public Schools in the new county. She
was later elected to this position and
worked actively with the schools until
1949,

Mrs. Barfield was also involved in
several other island businesses in addition
to the Heights Hotel. To help keep island
residents employed during the Depression,

Mrs. Barfield worked with J. Harvey
Doxsee to keep the ailing Burnham Clam
Cannery open. Canning clams, guavas,
and sharks, the cannery managed to stay
open for several years, preserving many
jobs for the people of Marco. During the
1930's and 1940's, Mrs. Barfield also
operated one of the largest apiaries in
southern Florida, shipping out over
60,000 pounds of honey per year.

Through her strong determination, the
"Queen of Marco" was one of the most
influencial women of early Collier
County. After her death in 1950, the
Collier County Commissioners passed a
resolution honoring Tommie Barfield,
who "by her personality and sincerity,
sold the State Legislature on the
formation of Collier County."

‘We hope you have enjoyed this issue of Traditions. As a valued Friend of the Museum, a complimentary subscription is automatically

included in your membership privileges.

Please remember that the Museum relies on your annual support to continually expand our educational programs, exhibition areas and
research facilities. If you believe our history should be preserved, we urge you to become a Friend of the Museum today.

____ Yes! Please enroll me as a Friend of the Museum. Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of $

Benefactor..$10,000 or more, Patron..$1,000 or more, Sponsor..$500 or more, Contributor..$100 or more, Subscriber..$25.

I do not wish to join at this time, but please send me a year's subscription to Traditions, the Museum's quarterly newsletter.

My $8 payment is enclosed.

Please make checks payable to the Collier County Museum and return to:

The Collier County Museum
3301 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, FL. 33962
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New Acquisitions

In 1922, Barron Gift Collier was appointed
Special Deputy Police Commissioner for the
City of New York. In his efforts to advertise
safety, he created "Aunty J. Walker," a
cartoon character who taught the evils of
jaywalking.” He also invented the use of
highway divider lines and founded
"INTERPOL," the International World Police.
Recently, .the Museum received Collier's
Special Deputy badge, a rare remnant of his
little-known police work. The gold-tone and
enamel badge will be a special feature in the
new exhibits currently planned for the
permanent gallery.

Two sets of antique Seminole stick ball
raquets, complete with a small leather-covered
ball, will highlight this traditional Seminole
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A Tarpon Fishing Exp‘edltion, circa 1920

game in the new exhibit hall. The game is
similar to lacrosse and is still played by the
Seminole Indians.

By the late nineteenth century, southwest
Florida was known as a sportsman's paradise.
Fascinated with the powerful tarpon,
fishermen invented special lures and rods o
capture the elusive "silver king." The new
Naples exhibit will feature a recently acquired
cane tarpon rod, complete with reel, line, and
hook. The ten-foot rod was used by a
Naples family in the 1920's and 30's.

Golfing on the Fifth Avenue course was
also a popular activitiy for early winter
residents.  An outstanding collection of
clubs, used on the first golf course in Naples,
will soon be displayed in the new exhibit
hall. The donated set also includes a canvas
carrying bag and tees.

Collier County Museum
Collier County Government Center

3301 Tamiami Trail East

Naples, FL 33962

Collier County Public Services Division
© Copyright 1988, Collier County Museum

A Poker Hand from
the Past

by Tom Morgan

See how many aces - right answers - you
can draw from these five wild card
queries from Collier County's past.
Answers are below.

1. When the Naples Hotel opened in
1888, did it have 10, 20, or 40 rooms?
2. One of the first distinguished guests
of the Naples Hotel was Theodore
Roosevelt, W. Haldeman, Charles
Lindburgh or Rose Cleveland?

3. As asales condition to the purchase
of the Naples Hotel, was Henry B.
Watkins required to keep staff on, keep
the hotel open year-round, or buy all of
Naples?

4. The Naples Hotel was built to make
a living for the owners, accommodate
coastal travelers, or house overflow
guests from winter homes?

5. Hotel guests landing at the Pier had
their luggage brought ashore on an
electric trolley car, carried by porters, or
pushed on a small cart on wooden rails?
Answers:

1. Twenty rooms.

2. Rose Cleveland, the president's sister.

3. Watkins also had to buy all the vacant
land in Naples.

4. To accommodate overflow guests
from private homes.

5. Hand pushed on a small cart.




