#rristmas at Glade Cross Mission was « very joyous one bef
cause of the Churoh Snmools,Auxiliarigi,hercnﬁnts around .vergzlades,

ler friends who uelped to make 1t S5O i
;& Oézon pfter Decylel tie Christmas spirit was f@lt at the Mis=
sion House in che Tuown cf Everglades., Nearly every day Igdlans
came asgking,"How mary daye Christnas?“‘ Packages uame_dally - anq
such jcy in opening them, There were gifts for tne cnildren of the
wiiite f£isher folk on the Island of iiarmo,cnildren on a cattle ranch
out from Immokalee,isolated Churson snildren,colored children under
the Church's influence,the ZJounty Jailjand the, Seminols Indians.

Or Christmas Eve the aissgion car was seel going over the bridge
to Caxambas on the Island of }arco. Leaccness Redell conducted a
short serviee with talk ard Garols,folloved by a prozramme arranged
By lreg:my st e ropddefiCEmED A35 oharze of the Cuaurcn School - tlee
children tellinz the Christmas Story  in different wayse.ihere was a
peautiful Tree and gifts from the Church to che cnildren of the
Chureh Sehool but also for every cnild wno came from” the fish camps
among the Ten Tnousand Islands; the conants Guild save gifte to sach
other:and families wade the liission Tree their ol e e ele

On Ckrristmas morning a little ;orteble trimued Tree vab taken
to the founty jail in Everglades wuere a snort service was conducted

with gifts for alliCarols were sung by tne wnite priso.ers and Spir-
itusls: By the Kegroesg

R B0t 20 Te the cattlesranca. on account of results of the
recent storm,so a Iroup c=me t. tne mission and pac<azes with mes-
gsages of Christmas were sent ,also tbe the isolated Cnurcn people
in and around FEverglades,

At the lission Indian Village on tne Tamiami Trail 156 Indians
gathered,a pretty tree was erected and the boys and girls had a mer-
ry time throwing tinsel,etc over it,then all gathered around the
Tree, Indian songs viere sung - songs without words that they sing
when they are happy - followed by prayer and the Christmas Story in-
terpreted by. Chestnut Billy.

Mothers with babies in arms were called to co e arocund the Tree,
and a baby blanket was given to-eaoh one,then the tots about five
years old were malled and it was a joy to see thedir 1ittle expectant
faces,mach reeeived a2 toy and bag of .candy.-

Next the zirls and women came,Pretty bags containing many thing:
they like were given,Tne older boys and young men received belts,
checkers,cames,etc ~-:26 older uen were .de-ignted witn shells for the.
shot guns and pacgazes of groceries were given te fdeads of faumilier,
There was more singimg and.Christmas 19Y++ was over,

i .0 wonld es nzve nad the rfa,.py Caristmas tnat we did AT tite

Churcn and Qtngr friends .ad net contripbuted sov zZener._.usly. witn

much aypreciacion frow us all for your wonderful nelp I am
Faitnfully yours,

Leaconess Bedell




