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followed by Irving H. Upton who remained until 1896 and 
was succeeded by John H. Bartlett, Esq. Robert M .. 
Brown was Principal from 1898 to l 900 and the present 
Pri.ncipal began his work in September, 1900. All of 
these men have been college graduates, and those who 
have gone out into other fields have attained marked suc­
cess as educators, or in other professions. It might· be 
noted in passing that the present practice of having a com­
mencement speaker from out of town was begun in 1 890 
when Mr. Upton was Principal. 

Since 1873, the number of teachers has increased 
from three to ten, besides the addition of special teachers 
in Drawing, Penmanship and Music. The enrollment con­
tinued at between r50 and 160, then.by gradual falling off 
reached low water mark at r21 in r889. The school be­
ga� to grow with general demand for secondary education 
in r 89 r. The following year with a registration of r 69 
pupils it became necessary to enlarge the building. At 
that time a laboratory and two recitation rooms were added 
on the rear of the building. In r896 the school reported 
a registration of 2 IO ; and during the next two years the 
registration was 199 each year. In 19or the registration 
reached 267 and now is 314. For several years the school 
has held and still holds second place in point of size among 
the high schools of the state, although Portsmouth ranks 
as the fifth city in population. 

The number of non-resident pupils has steadily in­
creased since r 895, until now there are seventy-five. The 
development of electric roads about the city and the school 
law of r9or, requiring towns in New Hampshire, not hav­
ing a high school of their own, to pay the tuition of pupils 
at an approved high school ; account in a measure for this 
increase. The spirit of the age, however, demands a gen-
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eral education, and parents are not slow to use all educa­
tional opportunities offered to them for their children. 

In view of the rapid growth of the school, a commit­
tee was appointed in 19or to consider the erection of a 
new building. As an outcome of their efforts the public 
was awakened to the needs of the school, and on January 
12, r903, the Senior Class at the school voted to give a 
corner-stone for a new building. Soon after, the Haven 
estate on Islington Street was purchased by the Board of 
Instruction for a site, and work on a new building was be­
gun in September last. This building will be built of 
brick, with buff face brick, and will accommodate five hun­
dred pupils. It is expected that the building will be com­
pleted in time for the opening of school in September, 
1904. 

While it would be difficult to assign a definite date to 
the beginning of Portsmouth High School; while its de� 
velopment has followed the general principles of evolution; 
yet after a century or more of prosperity, under adverse 
circumstances at times, the school has become a great 
power of usefulness in the community. With the increased 
facilities which the new building will afford, may it con­
tinue to hold its high position in the confidence of the 
citizens of Portsmouth. 

V/e would not close this sketch of the history of 
Portsmouth High School without mentioning its benefac­
tors. In r843, Horace A. Haven, a young man who had 
recently graduated from Harvard, left a bequest of $800

to the town. The income from this fund was to be used 
for the encouragement of sound scholarship. The fund 
was left to accumulate, so that the income is now more 
than '//,So a year. A part of this is used each year for 
purchasing gold medals which are presented at commence-
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