
A Brief History of Portsmouth
Hospital
By the time of the Revolution, Portsmouth
had dominated the mercantile, political, and
cultural life of New Hampshire for over a
century. The oldest and most populous city
of the state, PortsmQuth was also in the van­
guard of medical progress thanks to the ge­
nius of men like Dr. Hall Jackson, who pi­
oneered the use of digitalis in America,
taught smallpox inoculation throughout the

Northeast, and achieved prominence as a
skilled and daring surgeon.

Although Portsmouth was the largest com­
munity in New Hampshire and boasted the
highest doctor/patient ratio in the state, those
"hospitals" that were set up from time to
time were temporary expedients and never
intended to serve as permanent facilities. For
example, it is recorded that in April, 1766,
the selectmen of Portsmouth agreed to allow
Dr. Hall Jackson to use the Town Pest
House, on Shapleigh's Island, as a hospital Pest House, Shapleigh's IslandCourtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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dence, of course, that t
Jackson, George Chase, Tho
Alrlrirh wp,re nractic'::ll1v next door to eachCourtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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attt~nding physician (with the matron)

shall determine which patients shall be ad­
mitted to the Hospital, and shall direct the
discharge of such patients as in his opin­
ion should no longer remain. He shall also
have a general oversight of the sanitary
condition of the hospital.

4. A record shall be kept, in a book fur­
nished for the purpose, of the diagnosis,
treatment, course, and termination of each
patient admitted.

5. Any physician in good standing may re-
main in attendance case he

chosen shall be on
111()nths. If unable to serve, he

Directors who will appoint

COll1Ct~ming services at the Cottage
tec:enred from the Board of Di-

un,animcmslyapproved:
of the Cottage Hospital
members of the Ports­

mouth Me:dlcal AssocIa1tlOn appointed by
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resort to the Hospital for gratuitous medi­
cal attention, and it is not expected that
the physicians will give their services ex­
cept to those deserving charity."

With a very short time it was obvious that
the Bailey House, which had been too small
for the Chase Home, was too small for the
Cottage Hospital ~s well. From the minutes
of the Portsmouth Medical Society for Febru-
ary 24th; 1891: /

"The subject of adapting the present
. Almshouse for a Hospital was discussed,
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After the expansion and renovation of the
Cottage Hospital Buildin On 1920, a nurses'
home was built in 19 t edifice remains
today as the central portion of the hospital's
patient-care complex, where the main en­
trance is located. (That the training of nurses
was an early concern of the Directors of the
Cottage Hospital is borne out by the minutes
of the Portsmouth Me Society meeting
of April 17th, 1 roposition of Miss
Woods of the C spital, to establish a
training school for nurses in connection with

tion has two tax advant.,,..,,,,,·
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community benefits from Portsmouth Hospi­
tal, and no one profits from it: Portsmouth
Hospital is synonymous with the region it
serves and is governed by unpaid volunteers,
as always.

We are still engaged in giving succor to the
sick, and share the community's gratitudefor
the wise foresight and hard work of past gen­
erations of Seacoast citizens.

William F. Wieting, MD
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