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Photo roll 5 no. 35 
Negative with: Portsmouth Advocates 

Ad.dressMarcy St @U'.l .• 

New tax map( 1979) U3 
Old tax map 7 

Site 
number: 
cor.Meetinghouse HilJ 

& Mann1n~ Street 
lot 48 size 9900sq. ft 
lot 55 size 

Owner CITY OF PORI'SMOUTH 
Address 126 Daniel St. 

I.oca tion of legal description.: 
Rockingham County Registr:/ of Deeds 
Hampton Road; Exeter, New Hampshire 
03833 

Representation in existing surveys: 
HABS NR NHL 
H.A.lm- Other 
Date 1864-66 
Source~Estimate Other: 
Re-Use Feasibiiity Study 

Historic name South Meetinghouse 
Common name South Meetinghouse 
Original owner City of Portsmouth 
Architect/bldr.Wm. Tucker, arch, (probablE 
Isaiah Wilson, · builder 
Functional type ward room 
Present use, if different 

Moved 
Altarea 

E!rl'ect: Focal x 
non-contributing 

Da.te 
Data-

Contribub.ng 
Intrusion ._ 

Description looking SW I from corner of Marcy and Gardner Streets. 
Date taken by_ 

1 • Style Italianate No. of stories _ _a:;2½.... No. of bays 3 x 5 

2.0verall plan: Rectangle, end to street. 

,.c.ut J.Foundation: Brick_ ~~one_2:Poured concrete_ Concrete block_ 
Artificial stone_ Other_ 

4.Wall structurit:Waodframe x Brick Stone Other 
If .wood: Post and beam_-Balloonframe~ -

5.Wall covering: Clapboard~ Wood shingle_ Flushboard_ Imitation ashlar_ 
Brick_ Stone_ Stucco_ Compos±.ti.on board_ Aluminum_ Vin.'1! ....... 
Sheet metal_ Asphalt shingles ..... Other_ 

6.Roof; Qablax Hip Shed ¥.i<:i.nsard Elat Gambrel Other 
slate- - - - - - -

7,Specific features (location, no., appearance of porches, windows, doors, 
chimnies, dormers, ells/wings--see also description), decorative elements: 

Chimney on ridge at rear wall. 
clapboarded - center of rear. 

8:.0utbuildings: 

(over~ •.•• &· 

Added two story inclosed fire escape­
Concrete yard returning wall (20C ?). 

.ttVA lPOR TSJl\;fi.C(OUT~I 
A\.DVOCATlES, IN1CQ 
1'.0. BOX 4o66 , PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03801 

60)-431-2499 Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Description: 

A 2½ story gable roofed clapboarded meetinghouse situated end to the 
street. The three bay facade has a central inset double door with 
shouldered architrave surround, fronted by a one story porch with full 
entablature extending the full width of the facade and supported by 
four fluted Doric columns. Windows on both stories have shouldered 
architrave surrounds, but the upper windows (and the attic) have 
semicircular heads and 9/6 sash, vs. 6/6 sash below. This reflects the 
location of the main meeting room, which is on the second story while 
the first story is divided into several rooms. The building has 
extended eaves and cornice returns, with a frieze band below. On the 
front of the ridge is a cupola, square on the first (clock) story, which 
has panelled corners and a smaller, higher arcuated bell story above 
with ogi valli ,. i roof. Both cupola stories have extended eaves, the 
upper on paired brackets, the lower plain, but breaking over the 
raised corner panels. 

The building is a fine example of an Italianate treatment of a 
standard New England building type. Although generally plain, the few 
details it has are well thought out. Its cupola, the most elaborate 
part of the building, is a prominent Portsmouth landmark, standing as 
it does on the highest point in the South End. 

Bibliography: · 

Gurney, 140 and 141C: Building occupies the site of the Old South 
Meetinghouse (built 1731 demolished 18 

Howells's fig, 160. 
South Meeting House Re-Use Feasibility Study, Prepared for Portsmouth 

City Council by Portstmuth Advocates; Inc., and The Thoresen Group, 
March 1981. Historical research by R. Candee. 

The Thoresen Group, South Meeting House Re-Use Feasibility Study. 
Report to Portstmuth City Council, April 1981. 

1864 - Isaiah Wilson, arch. plans for the Aldermen. 
1839 - City Directory - ''joiner'' 
1851-67 - ''carpenter'' 
1864 shop on Green St. - Notice in paper as arch. 
1866 - accounts for building lists in 44 indiv. names of carpenters, joiners, 

cabinetmakers, masons, teamsters and laborers, and 33 building supply 
firms, and other companies - providing" ... a virtual catalogue of the 
Portsmouth building trades employed on several capital projects in the 
Civil War era.'' 

Built for a ward hall - (replaced the Old South Church - 1731 - demolished 
1863). (pp. 8ff. ) - "The South Meeting House is significant as a well­
documented example of the procedures involved in an ordinary municipal 
building project of the mid-19C. Whether or not by intent, a large part 
of the local building comnunity was involved in its construction, producing 
a building which was simple, yet dignified and well constructed. Its tmst 
elaborate feature, the Italianate cupola and clock tower, forms the 
dominant landmark of the historic South End of Portsmouth." (p.12). 
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Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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WHEN THE FIRST PARISH VOTED IN 1711 to build a new meetinghouse near present-day Market Square, 

nearly half of the Parish objected to the location and remained behind as a new South Parish. They continued to use the 
old meeting house at the South Mill Dam until 1738, when they constructed the South Meeting House. This new structure 
was 46 feet by 55 feet at the crest of this hill on Pickering's Neck. The main entrance originally faced south in the midst 
of the long wall. The pulpit stood directly opposite the door, lit by an arched window from above. The tower and steeple 
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rose up from the west end and box pews for individual. families sat on the main floor and in the gallery above. 

LOCATED ON 
A HILLTOP 

Benjamin Pr.mklin remarked that tht:! 
South McctingHouaewould bo"l'•:iolly 
vulncral;lle to lightning Jx:01:u..,e U \Vas 
locu.P..-don a hilltop between nvo bodiCfi 
of wilter~ It WJJ& hit i,evorol l:b;nes1 i,n_ .. 

duding In 1759 and 1822, In 1767, th• 
bu.llding was cut:in two and th¢,caslem 
hnlf was pulled awav frQm the rest.. 
extending th~ building by 24 feet. The 
pulpibuid doqcr'Yerethenmovcd to the 
new ,center of the enl~cj:l building.. 
an4 an entr.mce veslibulo w11s con~ 
sb1.lcled,_ ln 1800 ;a number of interior 
improVem('ntJ.- we,n: mad<:, including 
nn arched ceiling. 
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The lotoflund on whkh it wa:;i bwltWM granhld to thc~outhParish by CaptuinJohnPicke~ who 
conb;oll,:d all ~ Jarid behv~t::n, Puddle Dock and thl!'South Mill Po~ The-1731 decision to place the 
SouthM~ting HoU!le: here made it a focal po,ln{ for n~w d~meaticconstruction on Pickerins,:s Neck 

=::;:=t~~:::~p~l!~:=~~:;Jf,;~i:~•~:;t~c~tt~t:bio°dc!(;[JY J~~!~~ 
~i:£:!~t~r~!•tlllt'Trmi/J.of PPrltmwuJftln t/ii!Stalt u/NtWii4?IP8ij/nii tso;J,G, Hlll~,¢art~plwr.CQU~ 
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M0DERN-DAYSOU.TH MEETING llOUSE l\lrl,<hj,ulplfin 

dpbei:11~ Untlariw 
and another from 
mill.orily- with lhc 
&uttlw~hOwcd lo 
r fo,r the A:mcrkan 
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In 1863 th,e,oldSouth Mr:ctiug :Hou.'-C:was condomned,and t◊~ down. A,.. a.rp:enter•architoct 
fi!.\lah Wilsot:l as a 
•nl!OU•poµr,d 1:icU 
by the E. :ffowar ha.s ,hea:vy; hQnd-,WOUlid iro,n wdg~t,<; ,~·hid, dcsc:end in' ~hafts intp 
.theccllar. 

S~11f}f Mr,:~irit ffuliM, 1970, ~qtogtlslphi..-rJtihrtL DavtiJi 'l.1,.1,)m~ C:. WUs,,m PhotQ$,filph Colltd.,i..;n. CQurk:cl)' fotlt\mouth{\~wn. 

F11nd/11gfor this historic n111r(<el·was provide1 lnJ th~City.qf Porcymouth, 2015; 

www .. ci ty9tport511:o1it/i,com 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




