PORTSMOUTH, N.H.. HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY Site
- L - . . . number:
' ‘ . Meetingho Hi
. MgﬁﬂgssMaI'GY St. CoTeg, Mann%ngu%%reé%]
i / New tax map(1979)U3 1lot 48 size 9900sq.ft
0ld tax map 7 lot 55 size

Owner CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
Address 126 Daniel St.

location of legal description:
Rockingham County Registry of Deeds
Hampton Road; Exeter, New Hampshire
03833

Representation in existing surveys:

HABS __ NR__  NHL__
HAER Other

Date 1864-66 ' ‘
Sourcesfstimate Other;.

Re-Use Feagibility Study
Historic name South Meetinghouse
Common name South Meetinghouse
Original owner City of Portsmouth

Architect/bldr..n, Tucker, arch, (probable
Isaiah Wilson, builder _

Functional type ward room

u{ggfyﬂﬂ“uﬁy,tﬁ Present use, if different
Moved ‘ Late ‘
Altered Date —
Tect: Focal x  CONtribUTing

Frioto roll’_L:)__' " no, 35
Negative with: Portsmouth Advocates

Deseription looking SW, from corner of Marcy and Gardner Streets.
Date taken . by

non-contributing _ Intrusion _

1.5tyle _Italianate Nos of stories 24 No, of bays 3 x 5

2.0verall plan: Rectangle, end to'stree't.

J.Foundation: Brick__ %ne _X Poured concrete__ Concrete block__
Artificial stone__ Other__ ;

4,Wall structure:Woedframe_x Brick__ Stone__ Other__
If wood: Post and beam _ Balloon frame.x

5,Wall covering: Clapboard_x Wood shingle__ Flushboard __ Imitatdon ashlar_
Brick__ Stonme__ Stucco__ Composttion board _ Aluminum _ Vinyl _
Sheet metal__ Asphalt shingles _ Other_

6.Roof: Gablex Hip _ Shed_  Mansard__ Flat__ Cambrel__ Other__
sia

7.Specific features (location, no., appearance of porches, windows, doors,
chimmies, dormers, ells/wings--see also description), decorative elementg:

Chimney on ridge at rear wall. Added two story inclosed fire escape-
clapboarded - center of rear. Concrete yard returning wall (20C ?).

8,0utbuildings: .
AB.PORTSMOUTH
ADVOCATES, INC.,

P,0.:BOX 4066+ PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 01301

(OV’SI‘» «'vay 603-—431 -2499




Description:

A 2% story gable roofed clapboarded meetinghouse situated end to the
street. The three bay facade has a central inset double door with
shouldered architrave surround, fronted by a one story porch with full
entablature extending the full width of the facade and supported by
four fluted Doric columns. Windows on both stories have shouldered
architrave surrounds, but the upper windows '(and the attic) have
semicircular heads and 9/6 sash, vs. 6/6 sash below. This reflects the
location of the main meeting room, which is on the second story while
the first story is divided into several rooms. The building has
extended eaves and cornice returns, with a frieze band bélow. On the
front of the ridge is a cupola, square on the first (clock) story, which
has panelled corners and a smaller, higher arcuated bell story above
with ogival i roof. Both cupola stories have extended eaves, the
upper on paired brackets, the lower plain, but breaking over the
raised corner panels.

The building is a fine example of an Italianate treatment of a .
standard New England building type. Although generally plain, the few
details it has are well thought out. . Its cupola, the most elaborate
part of the building, is a prominent Portsmouth landmark, standing as
it does on the highest point in the South End. '

Bibliography: ‘

Gurney, 140 and 141C: Building occupies the site of the 0Old South
Meetinghouse (built 1731 demolished 18

‘Howells's fig, 160.

South Meeting House Re~Use Feasibility Study, Prepared for Portsmouth
City Council by Portsmouth Advocates, Ine., and The Thoresen Group,
March 1981. Historical research by R. Candee.

The Thoresen Group, South Meeting House Re-Use Feasibility Study.
Report to Portsmouth City Council, April 1981.

1864 - Isaiah Wilson, arch. plans for the Aldermen.

1839 — City Directory - 'joiner"

1851-67 -~ 'carpenter"

1864 - shop on Green St. — Notice in paper as arch.

1866 — accounts for building lists in 44 indiv. names of carpenters, joiners,
cabinetmakers, masons, teamsters and laborers, and 33 building supply
firms, and other companies - providing "...a virtual catalogue of the
Portsmouth building trades employed on several capital projects in the
Civil War era."

Built for a ward hall - (replaced the 0ld South Church - 1731 - demolished
1863). (pp. 8ff.) - "The South Meeting House is significant as a well-
documented example of the procedures involved in an ordinary municipal
building project of the mid-19C . Whether or not by intent, a large part
of the local building community was involved in its construction, producing
a building which was simple, yet dignified and well constructed. Its most
elaborate feature, the Italianate cupola and clock tower, forms the
dominant landmark of the historic South End of Portsmouth.' (p.12).
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