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DANIEL FOWLE:
PRINTING PIONEER I NEW HAMPSHIRE

Introduction

As with any research projesct the ideas bthe researcher
nolds at the beginning of the project seldom remain at the end of
the project.

Ol though I have spent neacly fiftesen yvears in rummasing
thi-ough the metaphoric atbtic of Portzmouth, Mew Hampshire,
it never ocowved to me to dnvestigate the sympathies and the
patronage of Danisl Fowle. Since his newspaper has provided
a walth of primary souce material forF resserchers, a reading of
the man's proclivities seeams inorder.

Just about fifty vears after the first newspaper appearsd in
the coloniess, Fowle began the operation of the first press in NMew
Hampshivre and publication of the {first newspaper. The paper holds
the distinction of holding a record for duration of publication.
Fowle has been described by various historiens 1in glowing
patriotic terms especially with reference to an incident in
Boston. My research has produced a different picture.

' While the tendency of historians of this period is to
define their subiects in terms of the leading issues of the
Ravolutionary period, Daniegl Fowle becamse for me an example
of a fence sitter. 1T am not about Lo sugoest we move him from the
Whig to ths Tory column but rather to say that like a number of
people at the time, he took a low profile. This is an accomnplish-
ment of sorts when one realizes we are talking about  the printer
of a newspaper dwing the Revolutionary period.

Every hiographical note on this man insists that Fowle was
invited by leadesrs of the colony. The leaders of this colony in
1734 dinvolved one family. I becams obsessed with the search for
material that would bring the printer and these politicians, the
Mentworth Dynasty, together.

It was the comnnection reporited in these pages that led me
to develop a different picture of this printer than has here-to-—
fore been told. The dynamic of a competing paper in the yvears
17465 to 17466 brings this new portrait of Daniel Fowle into
focus. The topic of this paper is to discern specifically the
relationship of the competition bpetwesn the two papers-—pew
Hamoshire Gazettesnd Portsmouth Mercuwry and Weekly Adveriiser

When I started out I had reason to believe that Deniel
Fowle was a Patriotbt and 1T began my work with the desire to
guestion assertions and insinwations to the contravyv. Py ressarch
pwmduuﬁd a vary different picture.




of  Eneeland and Greesn performed  this  task. Daniel 's eldsr
brother, John, was a silent partner in this business.?® There may
have been an inheritence as Johbn Fowle retwned to Harvard for
Bis M.l in 1734, In 173% be was listed as a merchant in Charles—
T

By 1742 Rogers and Fowle located on Prison Lane, btwo houses
awmay from the old stoneg prison. By 1730, however their address
was again listed as Buesn Street. These gentlemen soon became
known for the guality of their work. Thelr ink waes a high
guality produect which they made themselves. This attention to
detatll is only one example of theilr success. It presumsbly saved
import cost and provided guality.

The partnership of Rogers and Fowle printed the Boston
Weekly Magazine, starting March 2, 1743, & conbtroversy &arose
when Jeremiah Gridlisey suggested that the fledgling magazine took
untaiy advantage of the proposal for anpther as yvet unpublished
magazine, the fmerican Magazine and Historicael Chronicle. The
criticism arrived as the printers stopped publishing. Sterting on
Septembar 1743 , the Apsrican  Mesoazine and Historicael Chrondcle
began weekly circulation with one page of local news and seven
pages of @material taken from English magazines. Eliot  and
Philips, who often weorked with Rogers angd Fowle, aventually
relinguished their interest in the publication. Jeremiah Gridlev,
the attorney, who wrote the original coriticism of the firs
weekly in the Boston Mews Letier became the principal contvibutaor
to working  weekly with the very printers, FRogers and Fowls, that
he had originally accused of duplicity. It dis not  howsver
impossible that these men involved themselves in an esighteenth |
century publicity stunt to provoke interest in the magazgines and /
promote sales. Whatever the situation Fowle seems to have movead
guickly to avoid confrontation. The curious notlon that arises isg
the insinuation that people are entitled to sonopoliss. In a day
when thonsands of magazines are published, guibling over publisb-—
ing magazines is odd.

This second endeavor the finmerican  Mapagine and Historical
Chrondicle was  the first colonial magazine to last more than six
months.™ It ceased publication after December of 1744, The
publication concentrated on English politics. The magazine became
a major influence in breaking the . berrier for newspapers and
magazines in  khe colonies to print opinion. The success of this
move  to guietly  challenge precedents gave Fowle taste of
SUCORES .

Rogers and Fowle printed The New EBEnoland Primer Enlaroedia
texthoolk) in 17446, part of Thomas Shepard’'s journal in 1747, the é
second edition of Sianatus by Cotbtorn Mather in 1748, and sernons v
of Jonathan Edwerds., Isaiaeh Thomas beliesved that the pariners |
printed an Ernglish version of the Mew Testament for Dandel
Henchman for whom they did a large amount  of printing. The Crown
had not allowsd printing of English Bibles in the colonies
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? Thomas, Isaiab, op. cit., p. 127.

¥ Franklin, Benjamin VYV, op. cit., p. 181,



and Thomas indicates that Daniel’'s brothesr Zechariah spoke of the
grparience of helping his bhrother set the type for the monumental
Job. Mo sdition of this Bible is known to survive.® [t is npot
unlikely that this happened, since Daniel apparently printed what
e was paid to print. The surreptitiousness of the Bible printing
brought no rewards or notoriety for  Fowle and his partner. Its
primary interest  for wus  is that the printing of this Bible is
reported by Isaish Thomas and introducss this primary player
in printing history and Daniel 's yvoungest brother, Zechariah.

fechariah was an apprentice to Roger and Fowle and he was
neither as talented nor as assiduous as Dandel. His place in
history will be always remembered. because he took as one of his
apprentices, Isaiah Thomas who wote the +First history  of
Amarican Printing and founded the American Antiguarian Booiety
dedicated to preserving 2arly NEWspapirs.

The paritnership of Rogers and Fowle began publishing
& newspapesr . the Independent Advertiser on January 4, 1748,
Samuel Adams often used the paper  to atteck the British govern—
ment and  its Royal Governor in Massachusetts, William Shirley.
Rogers and Fowle ended  their association in 1750.  Their last
paper was dated December S, 174%. One of the last items to bear
their ioprint was a broadside, "fn exact Table to bring Old Tenor
into Lawful fMoney." Copies of this broadside exist today precise—
ly because, in a day when printing consisted of sermons, fledgl-
ing newspapers, and government  documents, Fawle and his pariner
were providing  the public wiith highly useful material. Fowle
parceived of printing in terms of its ubilivty  and pecuniary
Fewards, and not in dts challenge to government.

Daniel went into business for himseld on & Strest near
Undorn Btrest in 1750, This location was guite close to the
location of his first shop, 4F not the same location. Un April
11, 1751 he married Lydia Hall in King's Chapel in Boston.” His
printing in Roston seems to have dropped off and he concentrated
an bBookselling opening a second shop i 1753 It is reasonalble
that a new marriage took up some of the time bthat he had devoted
to work. It is certain that a drastic lidfe stvle change would be
grcassioned in the marriage of this middle class bachelor and
this particularly  wealthy lady. 65 ths Halls had come from
Barbadoss they were acoustomed to a number of slaves. It appesars
his new station provided him with a slave, Frime, at this time.
Frime would remain with Daniel until his death.

Hy 1754 while Fowle had not set out to become a soldier in
the war {for freedom of the press, hbe became h©however a prime

® In the biography of Zechariah Fowle, Franklin, Benjamin V.,
og. Cite, p.i88, explains that Isiah Thomas learned of the
printing of the so called PBasket Bible +rom Daniegl 's vounger
brother becawse Zechariah had set the tvpe for the job.

7 Johnson, 8., Malone, Dumas, Dictionary of Americen
Biography, Vol. VI, Charles Scribner’'s Bons, New York, New
York, 1931, p. 5960,
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Daniel s nephew and his brobher Jobn s son®Y, Robert Ludst Fowle,
came the next apprentice o his  wuncle. On Barch iij Y othe
gapesr ‘& nawme  is changed  to the  "hkew  Hampshice ; ar
Higstoricel Ohronical " {Historical Chronical had been a name e j
employad i his ) pestul magezins i Bosbtond . Robert s
frame  appsared with Dandel’s nams in the colophon stariing
September 7, 1764,
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ppshive in 1754 which  was Good Me From a Far Counted,
gsermons by Rewversnd Jonathen Farsons of Me waquBMiiéiam ﬁpwiﬁm
& hookbinder in Forbtsmoubh on Shtates Btrest. Opplebon
forces with Daniel and his nephew, Fobert Lo Fowle to poblis
Mew Hampshive Slmanas for 1757, Fowle also printed s number
broadsides or h&ndhiﬁiw i othe period as well. ;h}/h
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mhﬁ rﬁfimMUHL1 hwruurw bagan publication in Poritsmouth
tm ﬁﬁﬁ@&i to  the dissidents who were edercised by the Stamp
fBot. Th was uwxawwa' that muﬂﬁha Fowle wes going to comply wibkh
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The Gazgette is _Ffull of
muach of the vear | aedfihe Tt ober
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s "Lamentation” ang atb

the Srtamp Gob bheough
&5 edition appeared with

L the borders and columns lined in blaeck. The sescond entey e
tement of the papsr ‘s supord of the fioght
against ths Aot The Mer pr“ succumizad from lack of subscoripbions
cbember 2%, 174&6 as vhat isg Past known date for  whdich a
[réfress @i st What indduen the Merowsy had i i huang Fowls to
Vi s [ac i : (R LS A ot e AP TP R
R With all his history  of indepen-—
dence,Fowle s puwrported  Tory sympaithies s a product of his
status as  the official governmendt printer, bis logallon aceoss
from the governoer's boms and office, and the nadsrious
Fatirs of his nephew, Robsei
The vears foliowing the demnise of the
been good vears., There was plenty of
Fosele had  a  nomber  of appeenbices
process of teaching 8 trade sulted the
kepl the youngmen in thele home and
From 1774 through the sacly veasrs  of the  wsar
for the Fowles., Darndal  amd Habmrt lo bad
simdans and bthis ocoassion ]
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’w"m& Robert  was givan the press  and  maber
nged to Thomas Furber. Mhile Daniel Fowle hed & @

=1
s in Boston, Danlel never ook on anobthber full pactner. His

255 L

cemmuth never necasstteted the move. In failrness  to Robert,
nephew may have undecrstond this and decided to stvrike oult in
iy %hﬂp Mh&ﬁ@v&r the differences, Daniel i1y b fud m
establishad by giving him the s and maeterials.
. b aniel o doubh felt at this time. Robert would oot live
up o thie troast,

Or June 9, 177589 Daniel 's nams was remnoved from the ioprint,
On June L&, 1775, he cautioned bhis readers about o certain i
whior vig his domain of rebelliious subdjecte to “Qﬁ?rﬁﬁ Ea T
¥ Fublicaetion for the rest of that suomsr was iotermi tbent.
I Ootober  two abbreviated papers with shortensd titles appeared
an Ootober 3, and Dotobes, 17, Mo paper was  printed the week of
tlet 4. Dandel Fowle moved his presses bto Greenland becauses
ramors that Poctesmooth was to be bhuwned by the British. Prime
helped him move. =" 0o November 2 be announcoed %hm move in his
paper. On December 9, the peper retwned to its original abode in
Fortsmoutih and  on December 12, Danisl Fowle's name is onoe as
iy bhe colophon. Daniel s erratic behavior abt this Lime may
centered around the family differences.

Tt was duaring L4777 that Yschariah Fowle having marria
Thomas s widowed mother, Bebecca Bass Thomas, soved to Porbsmoet
to haelp his brother.®® Jechariabh ' s  affaivrs i Boston héﬁ T E
awry.  Within  months  of  bis  areiwval, Zecharian zponbed by
Benjamin Franklin V o have died at s brother ‘s LE&h&Vl&h
nevalr gaingd the reputation for printing that his beo
earned. Danisgl Fowles ired lovel to his brother a8 10 appeEars
Be did  to his wholde fanily especially aince bthey bad Lost bheir
parents at such an early age.

On January 9, 1774 Fowle printed an articie wnder the name
o Cdunius” which was oritesl of dndepsndence from England. Fowbe
wan  called before the Legisleture  on Janwary 37, 17786 anc
saverely reprimanded. Daniel asold oul to Benjamin Desrborn who had
bre his apprentice. Dearborn is oredited with the development of

that came to be known as the Gmerican
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an dmproved  prinbing

=S Adams, Annalks

= @righton, Raymond B. ., They Dame to  Fish, Vol.
and Binebauwn BEnterprises; Fortssouth, New Hempshices, 197

=2 Igaiab Thomas became an apprentice to Zechariah Fowle
1y oy when Thiomas ioa Doy of sin. o LVFO Thomas anc
fechariah tounded the PMassachusesbd S0 . - morthis §ater
Thiomas bhought him oud, fechariab Fowls i SR DEn an &
”ﬁhz%tlwq% privter” in the Dictionary of Smerican B ooeranbvy .
Mevertheless the fact thet Thomas would wiite the firset majoe
wo ke on the history of yrimtin iy the oolo aric )

. . . MLZ)M G -
Vi ted SBtates bodes well For Y AR the Fowle brobbe




; s.  The brusb with the MNew Hampshire Bensral Dournt along wibth
fhe ifiﬁt% of +hm peasd ous yvear hatl not set well with the &1 yveesr
d printer snd appears Fowle retirad.

Thea paper . secame The Fesemnan s Jownael g Mew Heampsbsre
Barstie. The call of his discipline must have been ton ouch, for
e was soon back at the presses. Mhile Ben Frank wEE Lach
dead, Dlarence 5. Brigham®=% in his te i Ha Lo ah
argd Daniel begin to Jjointly print paepesrs in Eeeter and Fuftgmmutm
o Jung 1&, 1VVE D and the paper carrisd the names, Mew Hoopshice
Gazette, O, State Jownal, and General  Sdverbiser. ™ Td dwm
however Robert Luist who is the partner o this enterprise.
Fortamouitn wriiter, Ray Hr*ghi oty reports thal Robert printed the
version of the "Garzette” in Esxster. Robert moved bo BExelbesr as a
raaunlt of whatewver dizagreement hed ocowered. He btook the FuW¥$“
press and types with him.®* FRobert L. did do some official wor
For the mlﬂ{Fﬂy&ﬁ) govermnment. Brighton goes on boe indicate th&t
Fobert married the widow of his"  brothsyy Pechariah. "2 This
wonld mean bthen that he sarvied Febecca, Isaiash Thomas s widowed
movther? She must have been & grest cook! Hmbﬁrt died in Hrenbwood
i LEGZE.SE It dis also very possible thaet there were bwo.
fachariaehs, ong being Robeet s brother and the other hig uncle.
Ellen Orimmer  in hey  bhesis descoribes Zechariah as John Fowles!
mone and Fobert e brobthaer and thie is a likely possibiliby. 4

The smituation  swrownding the evolution of the twm papers
breses i clearer by evidence of the list of Tori passed Oy an
act of the government of Mew Hanpshicve and wbich was published in

2% Brigham Cl&ruﬂﬁ@ iw History gl Bipliography of
% 7
S 4 e ERO-1880 ., Vol 1y PBmerican Ontioguari s

Socieby, ATF

M%Eﬁ&ﬁ”u&@tt%g 1947, p. 472

e Tsaiah Thomas lists other nanes that Fowle emploved foe

papEr which did-nod-sdwsvs-appear—pegielasly, O New Hampshire g&k
sretbto, The New Hampshive Bazgette, or Exeter FMorning Chropiclie, ﬁ@ﬂ’
The New Hampsiniice State HDezebtibe, or Exeter Cieoulating memﬁnm @y?“
Q@frn*”l@ﬁ and _The State Jownal, or The Mew Hesapshire Gazetbe
and Tussday's Liberbty Atvertiser . z@Lacf£%$wd~ Uewhitss ym&wé%pu
i M\W 2 Divil Todle ytgs ho powres D12 hejuiol (bé¢m~

T

T Thomas, lsailab; op. oib., 33535,
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FE Trdighton, Ravoond, Thay
Fortamouwbh, New Hampshice, 1978, p. 111.
be incorrect as Techariah is his uncle.
gt ter Robert pebtwrned adter bthe war be aaserried h'% WA e
brobher ‘s widte. L may be that Robert hed a voungsys beobhese
maned . Zechariah, and this is whe the confusion liss.

e Wunsbaum Fress
i'uuhfﬁn G E s

suggests that

EE Fhid., pe 110

=, Fhlen, Daniedl FowlesSeld-Interested Patriob,
mity oF Mew Hampshire, 1973, p. 48,
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Movenbesr of 177H. 9 Smong the namss on the list is that of Robeet
Lad st Fowlse and the :igt indicates his property was contiscated
Briphton also refers to a properity dispubte dnvolving Fobert. He
s apparently raJwr&rg oo subsequent attempt by Robeset Fowle o
recover the propesty

At any rabte on Decembsy 22, 1778, Fowle printed ithe sntire
Confiscabtion Act. This dct addrssssd  ltseli o the Pun¢i9tqtimm
of Towy  homes and obviously applied to the sittustion inovolwi
his nephaw, Robert. It also explains why the BExgter paper ogas
operation-Fowle fled abt that time to Mew York. Daniel recovered
the press and materials he had given his nephew.

It now ssems reasonable to conclube that Robert may have
ingratiated himssld ta the rovalists who seem to have
tncluded e mnuanbar of people whm were ip bthe Provinoial Gongress
mEeving 10 Exeter. One suspec ia Stephan Holland. We know that
Danial  Fowle  was &ﬁbLUlhwd by some  finecial  hassels as Lhe
afficial government
praonter evidenced by hise peltition, dated Fay 25, 1774 to Doveroow

LE-: -

d

Tobhn Wentworth. ® This could have bheen a set up to oclea-  bhe
for Robert. HDomeone must bawve Eﬁﬁﬁu?ﬁﬁpﬂ Fobset o move Lo Exes

£
t hﬁ‘“)
gpnknd

k.
becauyse of  Robert's  syvapathiszs  with the ritish. During
period there were two  bodiss pesting-ons .,  the General &
which was a unicamaral body and the aother, a series of bMew
Hampshive Povincial Congresses.

During the war  wvarious  arcangements Yo the printing of
money were develioped. Roberh pricted  the new  paper ocurrency of
Mew Hampshice. Shorily thereatter wiby ey counterfeit coplas
appeared he was implicaeted. He was also implicated in a  schems to
pirint Rhode lsland Rills, Roberh fled and dim@ﬁpwdrwm behind thes
Brivish lines in Mew Yark. This ended hisg btypographical casreer.
Hes dism saild bto  have gone to England anc with other cedfugeses feom
the colonies was “*Lmd o e Brdbish pwm%tmn Lise, He sventusilly
Fatuirned to  the O arid to BExeter s ITwaiah Thomas says he
mareried his ﬁrmthgr”a wxmmwn*7 What ever the circumstances it
semmes faly bto conclude that Robert s pscape and sventual pensio
sthatus prove an Lnvolveent bub owe  bave now  way of knosiog
colonial sympatizers  weren U o sebtbing hidm oup. &L ds fair in love
arvd warr! U ig now  cleasr why  bthere were suspiolions soeyounding
Pamvisl Fowle. A though be sesms to heve been on bthe Gmericon si
in o =pdrit for many years, it mas hise nephew’s activities that
drew bhe ocwrbtain of swuspicions around Daniel.

Daniel Fowle Ffound hinseld called bedors th& fegislatwrs
once o, Brown dn hids 1939 srtical feelws that the Revolutionary
Frress was one hundred per cent bWhig with warnings bto the Tories.

FE Farmery J. .y and Moore, J. B., Dollections, Historiosd
and Misce !iwa smous: sl Monthiy Literary Jowrnal @ ew Hampsbdrs,

Yol . TET g JaBLHMoore, Doncorag, New Hampshire, imﬁw$ o SRE-EEY.

HE L He fArohd Concord, Maw Hempshire.

FY Thomes, lsaiah, op. cit., p. 3354,



s was apparentiy  professional in oot revealing its
again. Howsver the accusations swoounding his n%pham
zarently fell on Dendel s showlders as well. Reoberi ' s actions
also acocount for the suspicions s jrwuuﬁﬁan Daniesl Fowle.
Whatever the ~arigement ith  the Exseter paper was, it
stopped on Februavy 1%, 177%. SBowme chesnges ocowrrsd  and nore
dounbie §ssus were prinhedythe last  appeasred on Deptember 3,
1781. Mistakes in serial numbers ocowrred so thaet not until FMerch
13, 1780 with numh?r 1229 do things get on the vight foot.
Wheather Zachariah's name was even wvased in the Bxeter paper oF 0ot
weeds further ressarch.  EBEverntually Dandel  took & ﬁ%”“W?F i
another  apprenticse  John FMelcher. Robert Gerrish was  als
apprantice at this time. Fowls bad no children and  he nwnivuw
Maelcher in the businsss in L7BL. On Oecembper &4, 1754 Gervish
gstablished The Mew Hamshire PFeroury. Oy the sane date the
Melcher and a printee named George J. Dsborne, Je. =
ing the paper a5 Fowle's Mew  Haspshice Geazetie
imer,. That partnership dissolved and Malchere
s wper starbting on January 27, 178a. Pawﬁa retained own
however until he died on Juns 8, 1787. As an elderly couple, the
Fowles ' adopted John Melcher. He was an arphan aryl appmr@nuiy
Paniel remembered his own =arly orpheaning. At any  rate the
adopted son was far more loyel bto this adopited fathee . sentor,
and master printer bthan other apprentices like Thomas Furber
o Rtie o nephew, Robesrt. Therefore, Deniel ledt his estate
ta this young man. Melchery eventually sald the Gaze
bhegar & new papsr, the .
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CHAPTER 11

EARLY CARREER

in the wear 1734 Daniel Fowle begen an spprenticeship with
Bamuigpl nealand.* Hiblaey's Harvard Gradostes lists Daniel’'s
brother John as a member of the Harvard class of 1732, According
to the entry John Fowle, the father, died in 1724.% It appears
Daniel staved home to help his sother raise his siblings.
at e2leven, Daniel began a life long habit of helping his various
retatives. His oother passed away in 1734, Daniel was 19 at the
time and started his apprenticeship. He was old enough to have
had some input into the decision. Mormally  an apprentice staved
with a master seven vears. Fowle staved with Kneeland until 1740
when Isaiah Thowas reports he opened a shop of his  own on the
"‘north side of King strest, opposite the town house. "% It is
likely BDaniel’'s advanced age and his  talent{ which became
obvious over the nexdt yeasrsd, provided the advantage in the
apprentice system that earned his sarly complestion date.

HGamlie! Rogers had been in printing Jfor & number of vears
and it appears that Daniel made an arrangement with Rogers in
1740 under which they could priot from  the same  shop  bub use
their individuyal names. The shop was at the head of FHing Street
on Bueen Street as  the wvarious colophons state. The printers
lacated at the conjunction of these two streets on what is Gtate
Street btnday. The location was two blocks from the wharfs and the
central area for government offices of the day. The location near
the Town-House apparently provided them with po advantage in
aobrbaining government work within the community of printers as
they did little of this printing during the period as the firm

* One authority states that Daniel was orphaned and placed
under the guardianship of Samuel Trumbull.From the records of his
baptism he would bave been nineteen din October of 1734 and the
source of this indformastion isnot clear. Benjamin Frankiin YV,
Boston Printers, FPublishers, and Booksellers: 15401800, &. K.
Hall and Company, Boston, Massachusetis, 1980,

2 Bhipton, Clidford kK., Siblev’s Harverd Graduates, 1731~
1735, Vol. 11X, Massachusetts Historical Sociesty, Boston,
Massachusetts, 1954, p. 151,

¥ Thomas, (saiah, The History of Printing o Smecica,
Imprint Socisty, Barre, Massachusetts, 1970, edited by Marcus 4.
MloCorison, p«~OHEREYY PraftkL @nyNRBeniamiGild Clls 98BS URE eN wior i,
Bpston Printers, FPublishers, and Booksellers: 16401800 that
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of  Fnesland and GOresn perforeoed this  task. Damiel ‘& =2lder
brother, John, was a silent paritner in this business.® Thers may
have besn "an inheritance as John Fowle rebtuwrned to Harvard for
his F.AL in 1735, In 1739 he was listed as a merchant in Charles-
towir.

By 1742 Rogers and Fowle located on Prison Lane, twd houses
away from the old stone prison. By 1730, however their address
was again listed as Bueen Street. These gentlemsn souon becsmne
known for the guality of thelv work. Their ink was a high
quality product which they made themselves. This attention to
detail is only one example of their success. [t presumably saved
import cost and provided guality.

The partnership of Rogers and Fowle printed the Boston
Weekly Magazine, starting March 2, 1743, & controversy aross
when Jeremiah Gridley suggested that the fledgling magezine toolk
unftalr advantage of the proposal for another as vet unpublished
magazine, the American Magarine and Historicsl Chronicle. The
criticism arrived as the printers stopped publishing. Starting on
September 1743 , the American HMagaszine sangd Historical Chronicle
bagan weekly circulation with one page of local news and seven
pages  of material  taken Ffrom English magazines. Elior and
Fhilips, whoo often wovrked with Rogers and Fowle, sventually
relinguished their interest in the publication. Jeremisah Gridley,
the abtborney, who wote the ociginal  oriticism of the firs
weskly in the Boston Mews Letter became the principal contributor
to working weekly with the very printers, Rogers and Fowle, that
he had originally accused of doeplicity. It iz not  however
impossible that these men involved themselves in an =2ighteenth
century publicity stunt to provokse interest in the magazines and
promote sales. Whatever the situstion Fowle ssems to have moved
gquickly to avoid confronbtation. The curious notion that arises is
the insinuation that people are entitled to monopolies. In a day
when thousands of magazines are published, guibling over publish—
ing magezines is odd.

This sscond sndeavor the American  Magazine and Historical
Chrronigle was the fivst colonial magazine to last move than six
months.® It ceased publication after December of 1746, The
publication concentrated on English politics. The magazine became
a major influence in breaking the barrier for n$ewspapsrs and
magazines in  the colonies to print opinion. The success of this
move  to guietly challenge precedents gave Fowle taste of
SUCLEES,

Rogers arnd Fowls printed The New England Frimesr Enlargedia
textbhonk) in 1744, part of Thomas Shepard’'s jouwrnal  in 1747, the
second edition of Signatus by Cotton Mather in 1748, and sermons
of Jomathan Edwards. Izaiah Thomas believed that the partners
printed an English version of the New Testament for Daniel
Henchman for whom they did a2 large amount of printing. The Crown
had not eallowed printing of English Ribles in the colonies

2 Thomas, Isaiah, op. cit., p. 127.
L % B
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plaver in New England in the colonial battle that tegted the
rights of printers.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




plaver in New England in the colonial battle that tested the
Fights of printers.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




CHAFPTER XTI

The Lomtroversy

Fowle published most of his work as a result of contracts.
He was willing to print the controversial if  there were funds
available to pay for the printing. Boston was a center for
primting in  the colondes, and Fowle had made a name for himseldf
fram his willingness to print what was brought to his; and
business cams his way. He was satisfying the customesr and
providing a service. It was good business. While men like James
Franklin may have reveled in  the noteriety, 1t appRars Fowle
avoided controversy. In 1743 Rogers and Fowle had printed John
Locke's & Letter Concerning JToleration. This was reguested by
a number students at Yele concerned about intolerance at the
schonl.? In 1747 the firm published An Address to the Inhabitants
of  the Frovince of  HMassachusetts Bay  in  New England, more
pepecially to the Inhabitants of Postonyoccassioned by the late
illegal ado  unwaryented attack wvpon their liberties and the
unhappy disorders conseguent thereon. Here is an example of an
unanthored work of Whig sentiments.

I several occasions Fowle printed material that guestioned
the policies of the colonial government. One such publication was
Vincent Centinel 's Massachusetts in Agony which asttacked monebary
policies. No name appsars on the imprint, but since Fowle printed
the Appendix to Massachusetts Agony, he is ocredited with the
First work.® These works were completed beftore his marviage. It
sepems very likely that his new association with Hugh Hall and his
contenporaries may have produced the decision on Fowle's part to
operate alone especially if Roogers would be inclined to print
Whig articles.

In 1754 Benjamin Church  and Samuel Waterhbouss approached
gither Daniel oy Zachariah Fowle and reguested a pamphlet
criticizing the House of Representatives of the Bay Colony be
printed. Waterhouse would later suffer insults as hetriesd to
detend the Btamp @ct. Both men were Tories and Fowle was at least
operating within the set to which he had become acguainted.
Wether Daniel Fowle salid o or sent the witers to his
brother has never been revealed. Howeveyr atter the pamphlet, The
Monster of Monsters by Tom Thumb, Esquire was printed, Daniegl
was accused pf printing the work which made obligue attacks on
the  members of the HMassachusetts House of Represpntatives
condenning a new tax on wine and alcobhol through representations
of women plaving cards. While Daniel had trisd to outsmart the
parties, he did not count on the Whig reaction in the House and

TRobert Wilson ¥idder, op. cit., p. 34 and Benjamin
Franklin WV, op.cit. p. 184,

= Henjamin Franklin ¥V, op. cit., p. 184,




apparently overestimated the Tory power in this instance.

Igaiah Thomas, who resided with Zechariah as an apprentice
in Zechariah’'s shop learned that in fact certain gentlemen had
approached his printing master to print the document and paid him
to dor so. Printers stuck their necks out only when paid to do so.
Primus, Danigl 's slave did work on the project which indicates
Fowle bknew of the project. The dob was done in Zechariah’'s,
shop. ™ and both men sold the finished prodoct in theilr shops.

On October 24, 17534 the bruoised and sensitive legislature
launched a hunt for  the printer. Zechariabh became conveniently
ill and & doctor in attendance at the Zechariab Fowle home on
Cross Btreept dissuasded the emissaries of the house from taking
thie Fowle Hrom his howse. His spprentice, Joseph Russesll, was
hauled before the inguisitors. The Speaker of the Hassachu-
sett’'s House of Represesntatives, Thomas Hubbard, ordered Daniel’'s
arrest for distribotion and Roval Tyler, Espuire was  brought for
questioning concerning distribution of the pamphlet.

Daniel Fowle was hustled from his dinnee table, held in the
Labby of the house's meeting place, and interrogated by a hostile
giroup of the allegedly inmpugned legislators.? Having carefully
attempted to cover ap o his involvement, his own reputation had
implicated him. #11 the accounts of this incident have been taken
from Fowle's own puhlication of the affair.He printed an account
of the ordeal which he entitled, 6 Total Eclipse of Liberty. A
vaar later he puablished & seouel, An fppendix to the Late Total
Eclipse of Liberiy.

He was confined to jail for at least  three davs uncondemre
gd by the law. He was released to the jailers home but refused to
Igave asking that the authority that  dimprisoned him  bhe the
authority that released him. Reports reached him  that his wife
wasn 1ll over the situation and he decided to return home and
ralisve her fears. It is Lydia’ s unnerving that suggests she was
ready to abandon the growing compliceted situation in Boston. The
life of the country sgives of the Fiscatagqua beckoned.

Danisl Fowle sued the Bay Dolony for one thousand pounds for
illegal imprisonment. His  lawver  was the ogowrmand, Richard
Dana,. Noted for his givih as well as his mirth, the atiorney
provided s well rounded defense but lost the case. The defendants
chose the former contribputor to Fowle's magazine, Jecemiah
Gridiev. He was unsuccessful in obtsining satisfaction from the
government at the time and bhad to pay the couwt costs. BEventually
he was compenszated for the cowrt costs by a sympathetic post-Rev-
olutionary government and received twenty pounds for his incarce—
Fation., For a shorb paricd of time in 1754 Daniel worked with his
brother Tachariah, for where ever the idea had incubated Daniel
had decided to head north. While most printers in new locations
started as postmasters becauvse of its contach with news, Danisl

F Franklin, Benjamin ¥, op. oit., p. L188.

i

4 Franklin, Benjamin V, op. cit., p. 184 and Thomas,
Igaizh, Op. cit., p.127,




wowld have emoluments of an spgually important kind as a mamber

of the Mentworth Dyvnasty. 8nd it certainly was no boondoggel for
the Wentworths. Clearly there was a need for & printsr and &
nawspaper . Benning Wentworth while hesvyy handed in his patronage
has never been construed as anvihing but a good administrator.
This move would benefit all.,

Fowle was now just past the age of forty and from the work
that remains, hse wes a perfectionist and an innovator. His
printed worke on the events in Boston reveal his pigus with the
leadership. It also may be that the eartistic side of the man
wanted the fregdom to oreaste bis  paper and obther printed works
without interference. ALY of these contributed tao the most
important move of his  life which he undertook past the midpoint
af his life. Meedless to say funt Mary and funt Polly would also
be concermed that the city had in some way preventad their neice
trom producing children and  that  the counbtry scene on bthe
Fiscataaua might provide the special atmosphere. While there was
some mopility  amongst bthe colonists, the task of moving presses
and material and setting up a new shop  cannot have been an eagy
task, but the whole affeir would be significently sased by the
asspriation with the Roval Governor of the Province.

They left Boston in July. Daniel had circulated what he
referred to as  "pripted Proposals"® in the northern colony in
wrdder o best the waters. Dlearly July was a perfect tims for the
frail lLydia to travel north. Having received enowgh subsorip-—
tions, he procesded with publication of the first newspaper in
New Hampshire. Mesrly 133 years after the {first settiemsnt, ths
Mew Hampshire Gazette would be published for over 150 yvears being
for a period the oldest continually published paper in the United
States.

S Fowle, Daniel, New Hampshive Gazgtte, Octobse 7, 1765
Fortemouwth, Mew Hampshire, p. 1.




Conclusion

Baniel Fowle was an astute businessman and a superior
rraftsman,. He served as a printer from 1734 until his death
in 1787. Dwing the period of his life the countery changed
Ilpadership, going from colony to nation, It was sensible men
like Daniel Fowls who proceded sbout their lives withouwt
becoming unduly embroiled in the affairs of the day. The story of
the Monster as related bhere is the first indicetion of Fowle's
appraach. From that incident forward Danisl learned his lesson
and treaded very carsfully through the political waters. Goaded
by the publishers of the Mercwry, he staved sbove the battle so
far as can be sesn.

Through his association with the Wentworths he had learnad
to print  the news with out the views. He learned in front of the
members of the House of Representatives of Messachusetts that
politicians do not like criticism. It was with the ubtmost cauwtion
that he covered the controversy of the Btamp 8ct. For the most
part, he maintsined production of his paper during the Revolu-
tion. At an advancing age he was able to maintain his position by
a series of clever and successtful business arrangeaents wherein
he stayved out of the pictwe, but in control of the process.

While many of his sssociates and patrons were
shipping to distant locations, Fowle playved his cards close to
his chest. Mo amount of luck can be ascribed to the situabion.

Mo publisher of a paper could have suwwvived, especially with

his connections and work on behald of the WMentworths, with

put a conscious attempt to remain  neutral and wviable. His
survival ia the proof of his progeam.

It wmight also be sugoested that the young apprentices
with which he associated on a daily basis may have provided
him with a key to the realitiss of the Revolutionary process
from which his weaslthy patrons were protected. The politicians
hecame so  enbroiled in  the spproasching storm, theyv forgot about
the tide. Fowle kept track of the tide and waited out the storm.

It is to the credit of the fAmerican victors that
while yvounger men like Jobn Wentworith, Governor, Bartholomsw
Btavers, post rider, and Robert Luilst Fowle, printer, weres
proscribed, slderly men like Mark Hunking dWentworth and
Daniel Fowle were allowesd to stay. &n eightesn century
French Revaolutionary mentality might have seen these men punished
for their associations as well.
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FOWRLE-GENEAOL.OGY

George Fowle was  an  early setiler of Doncord, Massachu-—
sette, arriving in the town in 1638. He was admitted as a fresman
in 1439 and was a tanner by wrade. He and  his wide Mary brought
their John, born in England in 1637, with them. Peter, Zacharias,
Abraham, and Issac were born in Massaschusetts. The family moved
to Charlestown. Mary died on February 15, 16786 at &3 and George
died on August 9, 1682.* His will made on March 11, 1682 is
recorded. His sldest, Captain John Fowle, married Anna Carter. OF
their esleven children, the eldest John, born din 166371664,
married Eatherine Gutridge. Their two knows children were Jobn
arnd Elizabeth. Reverend Benjamin Wadsworth married Jobn to Mary
Barrell on August 20, 1713.%2 Just & yvear later on August 1, 1714
they presented their newborn son, Jobn 8., for  baptism at the
First Church i Charlestosn. This is recorded in the church
records.®  Their second son, Daniel 8. Fowle, born in Charles—
town,, Massachusebts was presented for baptism in the same chuwch
on the sixteenth of October® in 1718, Mary and Johne Fowle had
Ffive more children, three boyvs and two girls.

FOWLE~-THOMBS

On May 26, 177%, Isaiah Thomas, the printer and founder of
the American Antiguarian Society, marcied for the sscond time.
His wite was the dauwghter of an unrelated Thomas family and
the widow of Issac Fowle, a distant Dousin to Daniel Fowle of
Fortamouth. Issac appears to be the son of the Issac
and Rebecca who attended the Charlestown Church in which Daniel
Fowle was baptized. Rebecca was listed as an Innholder in Boston
in 17i4.




apparently overestimated the Tory power in this instance.

Isaiah Thomas, who resided with Zechariah as an apprentice
in Zechariah’'s shop learned that in fact certain gentlemen had
approached his printing mester to print the documesnt and paid him
to do so. Printers stuck their necks oult only when paid to do so.
Primus, Deniel’'s slave did work on  the project which indicates
Fowle knew of the project. The dob was done in Zechariah s,
shopg.™  angd both men sold the finished product in theivc shops.

On October 24, 17594 the bruised and sensitive legislature
launched a hunt for the printer. Iechariabh became conveniesntly
i1l and a doctor in attendance at the Zechariah Fowle bome on
Cross Street dissueded the emissaries of the house from taking
this Fowle Jfrom his homse. His apprentice, Joseph Russell, was
hauled before the inguisitors. The Speaker of  the Massachu-
sett ‘s House of Representatives, Thomas Hubbard, ordersd Daniel’'s
arrest for distribution and Royal Tyvler, Esguire was browght for
guestioning concerning distribution of the pamsphlet.

Daniel Fowle was hustled from his dinner table, held in the
lobby of the house’'s mesting place, and intervrogated by a hostile
group of the allegedly impuogned legislators.® Heving carefully
attempted to cover up  his dnvolvement, his own reputstion had
implicated him. A11 the accounts of this incident have been taken
from Fowle's own publication of the affair.He printed an account
if the ordeal which be entitled, & Total Eclipse of Libertv. &
vear later he published a sequel, &n Appendix o the Late Total
Eclipse of Liberty.

He was contined to jail for at least theee days uncondemn-
ed by the law. He was released to the dsailers home but refused to
Ieave asking that the authority that imprisoned him  be the
suthority that released him. Reports  reached him  thaet his wife
was ilil over the situation and he decided to return home and
relieve her fears. Tt s Lydia's unnerving that suggests she was
ready to abandon the growing conplicated situwation in Boston. The
Lite of the country sgires of the Plscatagua beckoned.

Daniel Fowle sued the RBay Colony for one thousand pounds for
illegal imprisonment. His  lawver wWas the gowmand, Richard
Dana. Noted for his girvth as well as his micrth, the attorney
prijvided a well rounded defense but lost the case. The defendants
chose the former conteibutor to Fowle's magazine, Jeremisb
Gridley. He was unsuccessful in obtaining satisfaction from the
government at the time and had to pay the cowt costs. BEventuslly
he was compensated for the cowt costs by a sympathetic post-Rev—
olutionary government and received twenty pounds for bhis incarce-
ration. For a short period of time in 1754 Daniel worked with his
brother Zachariab, for where ever the idea bhad incubated Daniel
had decidaed to head north. While most printers in new locations
started as postmasters because of its contact with news, Daniesl

= Franklin, Benjamin V, op. cit., p. 188.
b 7

* Frankling Benjamin V., op, cit., p. 184 and Thomnas,
Tsatah, Op. cit., p.127,




S Franklin, Benjamin V, op. cit., p. 181,

and Thomas indicates that Daniel 's brother Iechariah spoke of the
grperience of helping his brother set the type for the monumental
dob. No edition of this Bible is hknown to swvive.®* It is not
unlikely that this happerned, since Daniel apparently printed what
he was paid to print. The surreptitiovsness of the Bible printing
brougitt no rewards or notoriety for Fowle and  his partner. Its
primary interest for us  is that the printing of this Bible is
reporbted by Isaliah Thomes and introduces this primeary player

in printing history and Dandiel 's voungesst brother, Zechariah.

Zechariah was an apprentice to Rogsy and Fowle and he was
neither as talented nov o as  assiduous  as Daniel. His pleace i
higtory will be always  resenbered bhecause he took as one of his
appreantices, Isaiabh  Thomas who wrote the first history  of
American Printing and founded the American Antiguarian Society
dedicated to preserving early newspapers.

The partnership of Rogers and Fowle began publishing
a newspaper, bthe Independent Advertissr on January 4, 1748,
Samuel Adams often used the papsr  to attack the British govern-—
ment and  its Roval Governor in Massachusetits, William SBhirley.
Rogers and Fowle ended their asspciation din 1750, Their last
paper was dated December 5, 174%. One of the last items to bzar
their imprint was a broadside, "An exact Table to bring Old Tenord,/
into Lawful Money." Copies of this brosdside exist today precise—)
iy because, in a day when printing consisted of sermons, fledgl-
ing nemspapers, and government  documsnts, Fowle and his parinee
were providing the public with highly useful material, Fowls
percgived of printing in  terms of its wbtility and pecuniary
vewarids, and nobt in ites challenges to governmsnt.

Daniel went into business For himseld on Ann Sbtreet near
Union Streest in 1750. This location weas guite close to the
location of his first  shop, i¥ not the same location. On April
iy 1791 he married Lydia Hall in Fing's Chapel in  Boston.” Hig
printing in Hoston seems to have droppsd off and bhe concentrated
ore bopkeelling opening a second shop in 1753 It is reasonalble
theat a new narriage took up some of the time that he had devolted
to work. It is certain that a drastic life style charnge would be
occassionsd in the marriage of this eiddle class bachelor and
this particularly wealthy lady. s the Halls had comg from
Barbadoes they were accustomsd to a nunber of slaves. It appears
his new station provided him with a slave, Prime, at this time.
FPFrime would remain with Daniel until his death.

By 17594 while Fowle had oot set out to become a soldier in
the war for fresdom of the press, he bescame  however a pyrime

“ In the biography of Zechariah Fowle, Franklin, Benjamin ¥,
Op. Cit.s pe18B, esxplains thet Isiah Thomas learned of the
printing of the so called Basket Bible from Daniel 's vounger
brother beceause Zechariah had set the type for the job.

7 Johnson, &., Malone, Dumas, Dictionary of Pmerican




woul d hava emminmeﬁLg Df &n equa]iy import ant k a5 a member
of the Wentworth Dynasty. And it certainly was no bmﬁnﬁmgg@l for
the Wentworths. Clearly thers was a8 npeed for a printer  and &
newspapar .. Benning Wentworth while heavy handed in his patronage
y has nevers-beun construed-as. anythlng b a gqu adménlatW&tmr.
This move would benefit all. A o)

Fowle was now just past the age n% TDFLy and frmﬁ the watl
that remains, he was a perfectionist and  an inmovator. His
printed works on the sevents in Boston reveal his pigues with the
lpadership. It also may be that the artistic side of the man
wanted the freedom to create his paper and other printed works
without interference. 611 of thesse conbtributed to  the most
important move of his life which he wvndertook past the midpoint
of hiz lifte. Needless to say Aunt Mary and fdunt Polly would also
be concerned that the city had in some way prevented theivr neice
from producing cohildren  and  that  the cmuntry sceng on the
Fiscatagua might provide the special atmosphere hile there was
some mobility amongst the cocolonisits, the ?aak of Moving pressss
and material and setting up & new shop  cannot have been an easy
tasky but the whole affair would be significantly eased by the
association with the Roval Governor of the Provinoe.

They left Boston in Julvy., Daniel had oirculated what he
referred  to  as  "printed  PFroposals”® in ths northern colony in
ordeyr o test the waters. Clearly July was a perfect time for the
frail Lydia to travel north. Having received snough subsceip—
tions, he procesded with publication of the first newspaper in
Mew Hampshive. Mearly 133 years  after the first setbttlement, the
Mew Hempshire Gasetbs would be published for over 150 years being |
for a period the oldest continually published paper in the United /
Brteates.

¥ Fowle, Daniel, New Hampshire Gazette, UOctober 7, 1765
Fortsmouth, Mew Hampshire, p. 1.






