
.... WESTON CEMETERY MARKER DED ICATION 
Champoeg State Park August 22, 1985 

We are gathered he r e to r emember on e of the 100- pluR enrly Oregon 
residents who took part i n the his t oric prnvis ional government's ground-laying 
on this very spot on May 2, 1843. 

David Weston is the only i; ne of tho s t~ 18l1/. Or egon Trail pioneers in the 
first family migration in the Willamet t e Valley t o be bur ied on land that is 
now wi thin this olde st Ore gon Sta te Pa rk . 

Only the graves of e leven i n t he We!:i ton family ceme t ery and that of 
Kitty Newell, wife o f Rober t Newell , who se l and cla i m adj o ined We ston's, are 
known to be within th i s his t o ric park . Ml'fl. Newf'l l., duug hter of a Nez Pe r ce 
I ndian chie f and mother of f ive s ons, 1 1· e d .in J anuary 1845 , nea r ly 31 yea r s 
bef ore David We s ton ' s l i f e ended a t 55 in Lcembe r 1875 . Kit t y Newel l was 
the s i ster of Mrs. Jo seph L. (Vir ginia) Meek and of Mrs . Caleb Wilkins, who also 
were wives of "Mountain Men" par ticlputing i n th t' l8Lf3 voting here . 

His buria l plo t is on t he we s u~ rnrnoul pa1:t o f J a nd on \l/hich David Weston 
settled in 1850 on his r eturn from t he Cny use Wnr . He wa s on e of t he volunteers 
from the valley who responded fo llow i ng the 18L1 7 Wh1. t man µ.as Bncrc at Waillatpu. 
He took up his claim near his blncksmit h s hop 111 he towu o f Champoe g, a portion 
of land destroyed by the 1861 fl ood. It wa s l o that d a i m t hat he took his 
Oregon-born bride , Mary Sincl a i r, 1n 1852, nfter t h c~ ir marri age in St. Paul Cath­
olic Church. 

Until t hi s summer t he re had been no i d1.:r. t f fj c;i t i en on the Wes t on 
Cemetery for s evera l clccucle ::;. A wo,1d1•11 f1·nr1~ \.J l11 r l> r•1ff ly br1nlc r cd i t had given 
way to the elements yea r s a go . 

Davi d and Ma ry , whc d l ed i n 1884 , and f i.vc of the i r babies , along with 
t hree other infant s , a r e bur :l.cd in t he fami.1y ceme te ry . I t was used f r om 1855 
until 1896. La s t i n terment t he r e wa s f r Dav i d ' s brothe r , Alfred Thomas Wes ton, 
who came to Oregon in 1852 with ano t her b r other ;md two young ha l f - s isters and 
a half-brother. Dav i d and Mary' R ol dt'f:t daugh t er , J 8 11 t the time of he r f ather's 
death, completed work to obtai n t itJ.c t. L' t h~ l a nd cla im . Jn 1968 he r he irs deeded 
the half-acre to t he State o f Oregon to squnrr up t he r a nte rn bounda ry of the 
then-expanding State Pa r k. It is a wooded strip no rth o f the intersec tion of Case 
and Champoeg (formerl y Wes t on) Rouds. 

Weston grandchildr en-- all n 0w o f r c•t [ r em~'nt a gr--have provided a gray 
granite marker for t hei r grandparent s, Li :d r unc:l c Torn , and t he e ight infan ts who 
were given inte rment on the f amil y f arm. No s ur v i vors, o f eours e , ever knew any 
of the eleven. 

Most 1843 vo ters ' li ving descendants a r e in late r gener ations, bu t the 
Westons for the mo st part we re lat e in ltnv I ng fand Ues . Five of t he twelve Weston 
grandchildren now living- -four gr a ndsons an d <)ne grand<lau gh t er--all Oregon-born-­
a re children o f Dav id and Ma r y's youngest s on, Lewls Sinclair Weston, who was not 
yet six years old when hi s f athe r <li ed In IH7' on '1:13 clo1wtic1n l nnd claim. 

Only four of David and Ma ry's eleven c:liildren a ttai.ned adulthood. The 
youngest was born six months a f ter her fat her ' s demJse . She J i ved on the Wes ton 
f arm and later in the Newell Ho use , flt all e nd Pd school at But teville . Her 85 years 

. . were lived in Ore gon and WasM.ngton. 
- -.,,. --- Twelve p:rea t grandchildren of David and 

Mary, 32 great-gre~t-r. r.andchi l<lren, aHd :;eve1a1 :· i xth gene>ra t i.on descendants 
comple te the l i ving family. 

The family deeply nppre c i ntes t h F- co;·:pPrn tion of Champo eg Park' s 
personnel, particul arl y that of Max Ruff , m.an ag1~r, ;i nd Sallie Jacobs6n, i n 
permitting placemen t of the grnni tl• marke r on t he f amily ceme t ery . The 
plot is on high sround a cces s i ble cmly on fno t. through the pa rk's nurs ery 
planting north of Champoeg Ro nd and P <i i::t o [ t:l1 f · c i gh t -yea r - old Vis i tors ' Center 
and Champoeg Cre~k bridge. 

This evening we r ecognize the contribution made b y all who partici­
pated in the 1843 meeting here, as WP ray respe c t to thC' memory of t he I ndiana­
born David Weston--on e. o f t e n from lh1 · smnl1 ! Hi' 111lgrntion to t <ike part i n the 
historic 1843 meeting on t his spo t . 

Our thanks to all of you fo r jt' J n i ug t iif' family in t his even t . lea se 
now enjoy the get-a cq 1ud n t c d eve r int; and p I <· n i c i;up l' er pJ unn c:d f o r you. 



,' 
THE DAVID WESTON DoL. Co 

DAVID WESTON settled his Marion County claim Nov. 15, 1850, according to Oregon State 
Archives records. Prior to Dec. 31, 1847, he had l and in Yamhill County east of the 
Robert Ady's 640-acre claim on the Willamette River. Ady's claim also cornered those 
of Louis LaBonte and Michel LaFramboise. Weston answered the call for volunteers at 
time of the Whitman Massacre in November 1847 and in 1849 is listed as an American voter 
from Champoeg Countyo 

LESS THAN three weeks after her father's deat h Dec. 19 , 1875 , the oldest child, Mary Jane 
Weston, 20, filed a $2,000 bond in Mari on County as administra t rix of David's estate. 
Heirs were listed Jan. 5, 1876, as Mary Jane , James 18, and Lewis 5. (Inez was born six 
months later, June 6, 1876.) Appraised by Wil l iam M. Case , J "B. Piette and Ed Mathiot, 
the land was valued at $2000 and personal proper ty at $200. Af fidavits for Mary Jane's 
certification request were signed by John S. Smith , James Henshaw, C. F. Ray and William M. 
Case. Patent on the 322.5 acres was f iled in Marion County deeds book 62, page 65, June 
14, 1877. Certificate 4747 recorded May 7, 1895 , shows noti fication was No. 773 for claim 
65 (sec. 6,7, T4S, RlW) and claim 44 (seco 1 , 12, T4S, R2W). This and the following data 
until Dec. 7, 1943, is in a document of that date on t he f i nal 95.12 acres in second-gener­
ation ownership, prepared by Union Abstrac t Co., 525 Court St., Salem, OR. The abstract 
came into family possession in the 1960s. 

JAMES WESTON at 23 gave a quit claim deed Feb. 8, 1881, on his interest in the l and. On 
Nov. 1, 1882, the widow, Mary Weston Gay (married Dec. 5, 1878) and husband, Joseph Gay, 
along with James and his wife, Sophia, and Mary Jane Weston gave a quitcl aim deed to Wil­
liam M. Case for the 322.5 acres. Mary Jane (married i n 1886 to Adol ph W. Jet te) declared 
in 1887 that she had f or feited all rights and had no interest in the l and. 

LEWIS WESTON, at 21 , for $500 gave a ~arranty deed to A.W. Jette for his one- fourth interes 
in the property. On Dec . 13, 1893, he acknowledged satisfaction in full of a $219 mortgag·E 
on his quarter-interest. That one-quarter was included in a quitclaim deed for the entire 
parcel given by A.W. and M.J . Jet t e to William M. Case v INEZ WESTON , 18, onJune 14, 1894 1 

for $500 gave Case a qui tclaim deed for her interest. 
\. 

THE WESTERLY part of the clai m, No . 44, 95 . 12 acres, was r eturned to Mary Jane Jette Nov •. 9, 
1895, for $2,500 in a quitclaim deed from William M. and Eliza Case. The Jettes on Nov. 9, 
1898, sold that acreage to William S. Flynn , ending West on ownership of all acreage except 
the halfacre cemetery. On Feb. 23, 1904, Flynn sold t hat l and, with Willamette riverfront, 
to Tung Lee for $4,000. Tung and hi s wife , Sue Sam, l i ved i n the old Weston house and 
operated a hop yard on the riverf ront land. The Lees deeded the property to his sister, 
Ruth Bertha Lee, March 10 , 1921, giving Flynn as easement t o Weston's Landing for his own 
exclusive use in shipping his produce . On Jan. 5, 1937, Ruth Lee granted a strip of land 
involving 11.54 acr es, for widening of Champoeg Memori al Highway in front of the Weston 
house. Marion County records show that t he Lees paid t axes on the property through 1942-4: 
The Lees sold the 95.12 acres in 1943 t o Lesli e Eppers, Aurora farmer. The riverfront farm 
land later was sold and a strip a long t he river became part of Willamette Greenway, now tht 
Champoeg Park-Butteville bicycl e pa t h which passes Dave Weston's landing. 

EPPERS SOLD the 5.5-acre parcel on which the Weston house stood, east of the county road, 
to Donald D. Danner of Portland a f ew years l ater. Eppers had torn out the brick fire­
place and was in process of razing the house. Danner sought to restore it as a hobby. In 
the fall of 1959 he sold the property t o Davi d Weston's grandson, William G. Weston, and 
wife, Myra. The house had weathered record Will amette River floods of 1890 and 1964 and 
war greatly deteriorated, and was t orn down. Af t er 24 years ' ownership, the Westons sold 
the 5.5 acres intersected by Mill Creek to Theodor e H. Roberts J r., and Mar y V. Roberts, 
whose mobile home i s now on t he land at 9408 Champoeg Road NoEo, Aurora, OTegon. 

THE WESTON CEMETERY on the wes t ern edge of the D.L .C. was deeded to the State Dept. of 
Transportation for park purposes in 1968 by heirs of Mary Jane and A.W. Jette. The natur­
ally wooded half-acre on high ground was included in Champoeg State Park t o " aquare up" 
its eastern boundary and is not s lat ed for park development o A granit e marker was placed 
by third generation descendants on the cemetery plot in June 1985 as a memorial. 

* * * 



information from Mary Jane Weston Jette, 1931 

WILLIAM JASPER WESTON I (born in Kentucky; moved to Indiana) (died 1845) 
married NELLIE LEWIS in 1819 . (died 1836) 

CHILDREN: 

1. DAV ID born July 9, 1820, Marion County (now Indianapolis) Ind. 
came to Oregon 1842 

2. SARAH born July 13, 1821; married James Davis, died in Arkansas 

3. JOSEPH born Nov. 18, 1822: never married; died young 

4. JAMES born May 15, 1824 
came to Oregon 1852 

5• SI~N horn Nov. 5, 1826; died in infancy 

6. JOHN born May 7, 1828; died fo infanc:y 

7. ELIZABETH born Jan. 31, 1830; died in infancy 

8. LEWIS b om Sept . 15, 1831 
to California 1852 (7) settled at Mariposa 

9. ALFRED THOMAS (Tom) born Apr. 16, 1833 
to Oregon 1852 

10. WESLEY born Oct . 22, 1836; died in infancy;(mother also died 1826) 

WILLIAM JASPER WESTON I, widower in 1836 (apparently had moved to Arkansas) 
married JANE MONTGOMERY 1837 (both di ed 1845) 

CHILDREN: 

1. RACHEL born March 5, 1838 
to Oregon 1852 with two half-brothers, James and Tom, and younger 
sister and brother; married Smith, after his death she married 
Col. Ogg (1873 or 74) Hadtwo daughters by Smith: Martha Parrott 
(Mrs. James Sr.) and Mary Seely (Mrs .Ben). Stepson, Jefferson Ogg, 
died 1938 or 1939 at 73; was a Portland policeman for some years. 

2. MARGARET ANN born May 16, 1840 
to Oregon 1852 

(Mrso William H. Smith afterJune 12, 1854) 
(additional i nformation follow$) 

3. WILLIAM JASPER II born Aug. 28, 1845 
to Oregon 1852 
farmer at Pleasant llill, near Sherwood, through life. 



CHILDREN OF DAVID AND MARY SINCLAIR WESTON 
* (only four attained adulthood) 

1. JOHN ( baptized as Jean Sept. 27, 1851, at St. PauL Born Sept. 12 last 
"between one named John and Mary." Added later, "legitimatized 
afterwards by David Western, see 27 January 1852'! "Godfather, 
Narcisse Vivet, godmother, Julienne Labonte, who have not undersigned. 
Cenas, priest.") The same priest conducted burial service for John 
Western 27 September 1852 in the old St. Paul cemetery. He had died 
at the age of one year September 26. Joseph Champagne and David 
Western were present at the burial.) (Munnick) 

2. CATHERINE born March 28, 1853, baptized by Delorme, priest, at St. Paul 
April 17, 1853, of the legitimate marriage of David Westron and of 
Mary Sinclair of this parish. Godfather William Gladman, who has signed 
with us, godmother, Genevieve Longtain who could not sign. (Munnick, 
Catholic Church Records of the Northwest •• ) Catherine died Dec. 10, 1854, · 
at the age of 20 months, and was buried in the St. Paul mission (old) 
cemetery Dec. 11. She. \Vas given by F .N. Blanchet, archbishop of Oregon 
Ci.ty, as "legitimate daughter of David Weston, blacksmith, and of Mary 
Sinclair," and witnesses as Louis LaBonte and David Weston. 

* 3. MARY BORN 24 October 1855 to David Weston and Mary Sinclair of Champoeg, 
baptized by M. OReilly, pri.est, 28 October 1855. Godfather, Narcisse Vivet 
and Josephte LaFramboise . (Munnick) 

married ADOLPH W. JETTE Feb. 2, 1886. Two daughters. She died 
at Moclips, Wash. May 19, 1932, at the age of 77 . Adolph Jette, son 
of Adolphe and Julie Jette, died 1932; born Aug. 4, 1863; baptized as 

Adolphe Gilbert Jette, 16 August 1863 by J oF. Malo, priest• 

*4. JAMES ST. CLAIR born July 22, 1857 in the first brick house in the West, the 
home of George and Louise Gay on the Polk-Yamhill County line (as was 
Mary Jane). 

5. DAVID II born Jan. 15, 1858; died in infancy; buried in Weston cemetery. Bap­
tized June 13, 1858, in St. Paul by L.A. LeBas, priest; Marie St. Martin 
and Narcisse Vivet, godparents. 

6. JOSEPHINE born Dec. 1859; baptized 27 May 1860 by J ,, F " Malo, priest; Thomas J. 
Hubbard and wife, Mary Sommata Hubbard, godparents. Died 1860, buried in 
Weston Cemetery . 

7. WILLIAM FRANKLIN born Aug. 1865; died in infancy; buried in Weston.Cemetery . 

8. DAVIE born Nov. 15, 1866; died 1869; buried in Weston Cemetery . 

9. ALFRED WASHINGTON born July 4, 1869; died 1870; buried in Weston Cemetery. 

*10. LEWIS SINCLAIR born Jan. 4, 1871, Walla Walla, Washington Territory; married 
Ella Lydia Kruger, Portland, April 3, 1900. Seven sons, one daughter. 

*11. INES (INEZ) born June 6, 1876, on Champoeg farm, Weston DoL.C.; baptized at 
St.Paul by B. Delorme, V.G., as Inis Agnes July 29, 1876 "born of the 
marriage of the late David Weston and Mary Sinclair . " Sponsor: M.J

0 

(Mary Jane) Weston . Merried WILLIAM J. COOK, no children. 



·,...__.. 

JAMES WESTON (fourth child of William Jasper I and Nellie Lewis Weston) 
born May 15, 1824. Married Emmeline Watk:l.ns, probably near Little Rock, Ark., 
Sept. 24, 1846. Had daughter: 

ELLEN WESTON (Barkefer) - Kansas City, Moo, last known 
came to Oregon 1852; returned to Missouri 1857; died 19160 
On Dec. 15, 1852, he and brother, Thomas, signed a petition in opposition to 

a road through T. D. Keizer's farm, and was then living in Marion County. 
(according to State Archives records) 

ALFRED THOMAS WESTON (ninth child and seventh son of William Jasper I and Nelliel 
born April 16, 1833 
to Oregon in 1852; returned in 1868 to Kansas, where he was married in Leaven­
worth in 1870 to Inez Gruelle; daughter , Jane (last known to be living in St. 
Helens, Ore.) Tom returned to Oregon, separated from wife o 
He lived near Sherwood, where he died in 1896, and i s buried in the David Weston 
cemetery at Champoeg. (Widow married a Todd and lived at St. Helens) 



. . 

LEWIS WESTON (eighth child and s i xth son of William Jasper and Nellie Lewis Weston) 
born Sept. 15, 1831 
to California (1852 ?) 

married in Mariposa County, Calif.; homesteaded on Sherlock's Creek near there. 

9 i children: (not in order) 

JANE (married a last 
James) lived at Coquille, deceased 

ADDIE (married ___ Bell ) had children; was living in Merced, CA., Apr 1892 

ALICE M. (married ~~Judkins), last known in Richmond, CA. (youngest child) 

ANNIE L. (latest information to Lewis S. Weston, cousin, Septl6, 1892 

GEORGE 

CHARLES H. (next to youngest son-

WILLIAM JASPER III 

JOHN 

CmarriPrl 
ELLEN 

Hi:1 1.termap.) 

living in Atwater, CA. 1893) 

' . ' .. -..: .. ,:. '':a <...,, 

When ANNIE L. WESTON wrote Sept. 16, 1892, to cousin, Lewis S. Weston in Champoeg, 
she noted that Mariposa had five stores, three saloons, two hotels, two churches 
and "manY" residences. 

ALICE M. WESTON wrdte June 2, 1892 (as a schoolgirl, as was Annie) that they 
were living on the homestead six miles north of Mariposa, on Sherlock's Creek. 

Mariposa was a mining communHy. Three of the girls were married: Hai Halterman, 
Bell and James being given as names of brothers-in-law) Addie and "children" 
had been "up from Merced' and Charles Ho was living in Atwater. They had 

cousins, Hattie, Will and Edith (Smith) living in Portland; children of Margaret 
Ann Weston and Capt. William H. Smith. 

ALICE wrdte Oct. 24, 1892, to say that -t:hla ADDIE BELL's house had burned, her baby 
saved. The house also was home to ELLEN~ and CHARLES AND GEORGE were visiting 
there, all losing all in the fire o Alice inquired! "How is Uncle Tom?" 



~· ' ' ' .. " 

MARGARET ANN WESTON (second daughter of William Jasper I and JANE Montgomery Westo 
born May 16, 1840 in Arkansas; died in Portland Oregon Feb 7, 1922 
to Oregon 1852 with younger brother, William Jasper II, 7, sister Rachel, 14, 
and two half-br114Jhers, James and Alfred Thomas Weston. 

married William H. Smith, pioneer steamboat captain, born June 16, 1831, in London 
England; died at 81 in 1912 at Portland. 

married June 12, 1854 (she was 14) at Oregon City. 
Smith came to Oregon Jan. 1, 1853, settled on Yamhill County claim March 28, 1855, 

filed for U.S. citizenship, which wns granted J uly 13, 1859, Aaron E. Wait, 
circuit judge, Portland. Clipping of his obituary in 1912 indicates he left his 

widow, nine children, 17 grandchildren. - They had 12 children; nine survived 
him. When Capt. Smith sold his Yamhill County claim March 15, 1864 • to 
William Kiernan, affidavits were signed by David and Thomas Weston and Martin 
James. (State archives) 

SMITH children: 

1. EMILY born 1855; died in infancy; buried in Dav id Weston Cemetery 1855 

2. RICHARD drowned in Willamette River a l Port land, 1870 

3. GUSSIE (Mrs. Frank Rettenour), Portland 
early 

4. ANNIE (Mrs. B.F. Hedges; later Mrs.Gilbreath), Portland ; died about/1940s 

5. EPHRIAM Portland 

6. MARY (Mrs C H Hawks) Portland 

7. WILLIAM Ea (lived on Palatine Hill, Portland£) 

8. EDITH J. Portland 

9. KATIE (Mrs. E. C. Dick) Portland 

10. HATTIE B. " 

11. ALFRED (suicide) 

12. EDWARD L. Portland 

Note: Munnick's St. Paul Catholic Church records show that 
ARTHUR BENJAMIN HEDGES (son of B. F. Hedges and Anna Mo Smith-spelled Smyth) 
was haptized July 20, 1884, at St Paul. Sponsors were Adolphe Jette Jr., and 
Marie (M.J o) Westono 



.. ... 
DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM JASPER WESTON I and JANE MONTGOMERY WESTON 

and of WILLIAM JASPER WESTON II and SARAH BEAVERT WESTON 

WILLIAM JASPER WESTON II, youngest son of William Jasper I and Jane Weston, born Aug. 28, 
1845 near Little Rock, Ark., only son of this marriage. Both parents died in 1845. He 
came to Oregon in 1852 with his two half-brothers, James 28, and Alfred Thomas (Tom) 21, an 
his sisters, Rachel 14, and Margaret Ann 12. He probably had his seventh birthday on the 
Oregon Trail, and had never his oldest halfbrother, David, a pioneer of 1842, until his 
arrival in the Willamette Valley. 

Married SARAH BEAVERT, 14, in 1873; he was 28 years old. They lived out their 
lives on their farm at Pleasant Hill in Clackamas County, near Sherwood, OR. With seven 
of their 10 children they are buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery. William Jasper II died in 
1922; Sarah in 1916. 

1. JASPER (1875-1944); wife, Gertrude (1874-1947) (he was Spanish-American War veteran) 
2. DAVID (1877-1939) never married 
3. ANDREW M., wife Maude; died 1960, buried Lynden, WA. 

3-1 FRANK (took name of BEAVERT) (only living grandson, 1985) 
1985 address: 4830 S. 187t h, D 102, Seattle, WA. 98188 

3-2 MARVIN d. Jan 10, 1969; wife GLADYS (since 1979 Mrs. Fred Nicholson, 
1985 address: 2910 Homsy, Clovi@ , CA. 93612 (209-292-6360) 

3-2-1 MARVYS JANE (Mrs . Don E. Chi twood ) 
1177 No 4th Ct ., Coos Bay OR. 97420 (503-267-2973) 

3-2-1-1 

3-2-1-2 
3-2-2 SHARON (Mrs. Don Telen) 

126 N. Man ilu, Fresno , Calif. 93727 
3- 2- 2-1 DAN (b. Sept 1968) 
3-2- 2-2 ERIK (h o Nov. 1974) 

3-2-3 STEVEN (deceased) 
3-2-3-1 MINDI 
lives with mother and stepfather at Aloha, OR. 

3-3 MERLE (died 1972); wife, ESTHER WALLS WESTON (503-631-7117) 

4. ALFRED (1882-1958) 
5. LULU (1886-1909) 
6.PERRY (1889-1976) 
7. CECIL (1891-1966) 

21364 S. Springwater Rd., Estacada.O~ .• . 97023 
3-3-1 JAMES M. WESTON (1938- ), wife SHARON 

21354 S. Springwater Rd.,Estacada, OR 97063 
3- 3-1-1 JAY WESTON (1956- ' ) wife, LE ANNE 

3- 3- 1-1-1 JOSHUA (born. 1984) 
3- 3-1-2 JAN (1959- ) 
3-3-1-3 JENI (b. 7-13-70) 

8. EARLE.( -1962), buried Olney Cemeter y, Pendleton, OR. 
9. EMMETT ( -1979) 

9-1 BARBARA RUSSELL (only surviving granddaughter, 1985), Wappingers Falls, NY. 
9-1-1 

10. HOWARD (1903-1975) Riverview Abbey, Portl and, OR.; widow is MYRA PALMER WESTON, 
Box 377 (190 SW Willamette St) Sherwood, OR 97140 
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