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Harriet B. Munnick 
Rt . 1 Box 136 
West Linn, Oregon 

Dear Harriet Munnick: 

1501 Edna Street 
Bakersfield , Calif . 

August 27 , 1970 

I have before me a c opy of t he book "Mountain Men a nd the Fur 

Trade" - Hafen- , I have just been reading your account s of Lou is 

La Bonte and J ea n Baptiste and I am deeply impre s sed wi th these 

stories. 

I have been trying f or a bout f ourte en year s, off a nd on , to 

ccmpile my fami ly e ene a l ogy and hi s torybut f i nd i t a ve r y cons umm -

ing task . Espe c ially s ince I am t he only one i n my fami l y t ha t is 

inte rested in the by- g one days . ~pw after year s of doing my fam -

ily my husband has become des ireoui s of doing h is; hence this let ­

ter to you . Actual l y we started hi s genaa logy a t the s ame time we 

started mine , but found it too confusing trying to do s o much . No~ 

I find mys e l f i n the same position bu t with much more ur ging from 

him. • 

. 1e have j ust returned from a vacation t o Oree; on w here hi s 

fa t hers people a ll live; ' ostl~ on the Gr'na I onde Re s ervation . 

While we were there we went to t h e State Archives at Salem but un-

fortunately we didn't know how nor aid we take enough time to get 

much information. When we went to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 

Portland, they were in the process of moving of fices and they s a id 

they had transferred everytfuing to Seattle. As we were pressed 

f or time, we coumdn 1 t make it to Seattle so all in a ll we ca.me home 

very disappointed a nd aiscouraged. 



~ ·· 
When we came home we went to o~r public library, an~ there much 

to our delight and surprise we came upon the "Hafen" ~olu.tnns and your 

w nderfut stories of La Bonte and Grevais. Also Mr. Richard Oglesgy's 

account of Pierre Menard. 

Since all these nanes are inter-mingled with our family, and all 

are from the same locations and won~ing for The Hudson's Bay Go., we 

thought you might be able to give as a push in the right direction and 

Perhaps help us clear up some of the mysteries one encounters doing 

research. 

According to the Book "The Mantle of 'lias" we copied while in 

sAlem at the State Anchives we have found most of fUr information., 

but we were disappointed to find the records incomplete. I had written 

to a Rev. Maxwell at the St Paul Rectory, St& Paum Oregon back in 1965 

uut didn't get all the information I desi~:eJ. The following is a copy 

of what he sent: 

FROM THE ST PAUL RECTORY 
Pierre Menard, son of Eouis Menard and Thereas La Bonte of Berthier 
c~nada, m Josephte Youte (Piaute) of infidel parents of the Nation of 
the Paautes, 11 April 1842. Josephte aged 18 years old. 
Josephte baptized 10 April 1842; two children bap t iaed at the same 
time. Joseph aged 3 ~ and Pierre aged a. Another child Andre was 
baptized 21 April 1850. Josette Menard died 24 Sept 1851 aged 50 years. 

Other marriages of Pierre Menard: 
2 June 185a Pierre m Marie Pied Noi" (BlackfeAt I ndian) 
2 Dec 1955 Marie was baptized a ged about 32. 
8 Jan 1857 Marie died, aged 30. 

6 Setp 1861 Pierre Menard widower and Thereas 3aste I~dian were m. 

FROM THE 1850CENSUS OF BENTON YAMHILL M RION .. COUNTY FAMILY 352: 
13 Pierre Menard 57 m fa:brner 1666& Canada 
14 Josephte 40 f Oregon Territory 
15 Pierre 10 m " " 
16 Ba pt i st e 9 m " " 17Paul 8 m " " 18 F.D.C. 6 m " " 
19 Andre 9/12 m " " 
According to the "M of E" their is no mention of Baptiste or F. D.C.; 
Nor in the Census is there mention of Joseph. 

At the Bregon Histo~tcal Society at Portland we got this data: 
Claim page 73, Oregon City . Oregon Donation Land Claim Eol 1 929.3 
1908 G286g 



. . . 
Menard (x) Pierre (~eter), Marion co: b 1803, Canada; SC 30 Sep~l847; 
m Josette, ~l ay 1841 Marion Co. Oreg. T. She d Oct 1851, on leaving 6 
children (4 living 9 Sept 1852) Cit. Dist . Court U.S. Clackamus Co., 
Ore. T. awarede 23 May 1859~ aff. Etiane (x )Lucier, Jac que (li.) Servant 
Geo . C. Al pin . 

Claim 174 7 page 71 Oregon Cisy 
La Bon~e, Loui s, Yamhill Co ., b 1783 Canada ; SC 15 Oct 1837; m Margaret 
J a n 1840, .Marion Co., Ore, T . Nat. Cit . U. S . &:i:a:Bt Dist . Cou:b t Yamhill 
Co . &~e. T., 13 Oct 1851 aff; Carmy Go odr i ch, Al bert S. Al derman , John 
Baptiste Dequiss . 

Wha t all thi s am ounts to i s we are trying to tie our Pierre Me nard 
to your Loui s La Bonte ---Have you ever heard of a Loui s Henard a nd 
Thereas La Bonte of Berthier Canada ~ ??? 

As I stated be.fl tine, the name s inter -mingle ~ thoough the 11li of E" 

as well a s does our August i n Russiewho also woelted for the "H B C" 

He was also lifited on the 1850 census of Marion Co. as mmighbor of Menard. 

Another name mentioned over and a ga i n is that of Catherine Russie and 
husband Andre Chalifou~X) 

Inter-related names that appear in the "Mof E" are as follows: 

p 260 Andre Chal i f ou 
p307 Hyacinthe Comartin 

3: 1st husband of Cathernia Russie 
-_±3: 2nd II II 1t 

297 Agnes Taikmari - wide of August i n& Russie and mother of Augustin 
Jean Bapti ste Taikmari-
Judi th Consentans - Parent s of Agnes 

303 Knne Norweat, m Augustin Russie ???? 

309 Rose Chi nook I~dian- moth~r of August in Russie 

312 Wi lliam Ti s on , m Agne s Widow of Augustin Rus sie 

Wagner living with Russ i e Family 1850 census 

LA BO NYE SR. 
Mc ~ullem , J ames , \ii ctor ll e 
Mc Lough l i n, J oseph 
Lac ourse, Pie ' e 
Ll ont our , Catal ine 
Cervci s, !fi1phraise , Fe l icite 
La Fr amboise, Josette ~ 
Rivet , Narcisse 
Gregorie , Sim on 

Spellings of t h e name: Ahagagorite 
Shangoronite , Shanagarati ., &haugarette 
Shangarette Sangaretta and Sangnette 

One entry alone for the name 
&anginette appaars on p 3 04 

(m 8 ) Joseph Champagne s on of 
Joseph Champagen and Mar guerite 
Sanginette of Solel Canada 

Record s show Old Loui s Shanaga:rati 
left 3 livi ng children in car e of 
the .Me thosimt 1i ssion near Champoeg 

1 Sept 1835 at time of death. 

We ll I hope I · ·ven$t bored y ou and y u can ake out y t yping . 
The rea s cn I 1 re :--cne onand on is perhaps y u might know someone v1ho is 

working on our l ine s and may be ab le t o pass this infor a tion on tn them . 



' · • Believe me it will be deeply and gra te.(}ully appreciated . Perhaps 
too y ou can direct us to a sour ce whereby we might obtain some ~ata 
on our families tha t were in the employ of the Huds on's Bay Co. 
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Groslouis, Charles (I) - before 1841 

One Groslouis o an engage w-.lth C'gden, leaving ath ad Po t for 
the Snake C untry in 1824; possibly he wa~ one of the r emen 
hired., His wifo is listed merely as Flathead or Pen 1 reille 
Both re deceased by 1841. Children other than the Charles (II) 
and . baptisad at St . Paul 
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Adam, Marie 
W, B.ls mo, B-2, P• 1 
w, B-9, P• 2 
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·r s . , ene 1ru.s i e 
1501 Edna Stre t 
Bakersfield, Ca ifornia 
93304 

de·r rs. us ie : 

.. e t Linn, e on 
J,ay 11, 1972 

Since I have not he from you re ar ing t •tr te-ur of Jo"' Jh 
Sanga at ta, I hop you found nothing in t tfi..at not q · te t o 
your .Jp oval . The 1 till t ime to :vn it co ~cte , I think, 
although t he deadl ·ne at t he printers ms .:-'!-iosf' ·;:,o be t lAo la t 
of pril • 

.Do you h me not to u ~ t he vory fine pi ct e you •nt arl i e ? 
If so, I am very orry, o dll :ve to tr"J f or a co~y of t he 
Judge s:ltting \'Tith hi ol icc 1' 01 c ::i.t Gr an o . I t i , not 
nea l~ o good as y s , but i f you !-'refer nut to have :I ,urs us d, 
of cou1 I will _ ~ect yn 'shes . 

inc l y urCJ, 

', " ' ( . ) iet • unni ok 

/. I 
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B 850 
Camille 

s 16 
Alexand!!B 
Yawhanews [1] 

B 851 
Ignace 
W ilakora ta [ 1] 

124. .. 

Since the xpress 1842 

This 22 March, 1842, we priest undersigned have baptized 
Ca 1lle, Kwoith woman, dangerously 111, aged about 24 year • 

od. Demers, priest 

.lhis 23 March, 1842, we priest undersigned have buried, 
being ar Fort Vancouver, the body of Alexandre for whom 
see the baptism above 847. 

od. Demers, priest 

This 26 March, 1842, we priest undersigned have baptized 
Ignace, ~ed 1 year, natural son of Wilakouta , and of 

opasfam L 1), Tlalta.tat, infidels. 
Mod. Demers, priest 

SEV TIETH PAGE M.D. priest 

B 852 
h~rese 

Skwal& 
B 85J 

usanne. 
chinouk 

s 17 
Marie 
·ryayas 

B 854 
Louise, 
allawalla 

2 
Hilaire 
Gttt\mx 
Guilbeau 
& 
Louise, 
allawalla 

This JO March, 1842, we priest undersigned have »q1Xbwx 
conferred the baptism to the following -~ persons& 
·ro Th~rese, Skwal&, aged about 15 yearsa 

nd to Susanne, chinouk by nation, aged about 30 years. 
Godmother of both Dame D6lene McDonald who has not known 
how to sign. 

od. Demers, priest 

This 18 April, 1842, we priest undersigned have buried 
in the cemetery of this ission the body of Marie, aged 
6 years, deceased the day before, daughter of Tyayas and 
mi Tsismoiis , infidels, in presence of Faul Guilbault 
and of Alexandre Pambrun who have not known how to sign. 

d. emers, priest 

This 21 April, 1842, we priest undersigned have baptized 
Louise, allawalla by nation, aged about JO years. God­
father Jean Baptiste Lajoie who has not known how to sign. 

Moel. Demers, priest 

This 21 April, 1842, XIVCpxties"tx in view of the publication 
of 1 ban of marr iage, and the dispensation of two others, 
gra~ted by us, between Hilaire Guilbeau on the one part, 
and Louise, Walla.walla by nation, on the pther pa.rt, nor 
any impedi ent being discovered, We priest undersigned 
have received their mutual consent of marriage and have 
given them the nuptial benediction in presence of Jean 
Baptiste Lajoie and of Alexandre Pambrun, who have not known 
how to sign. The said groom (something here l can:t ~t -
am checking] 
4 children apart from [ 1] the said bride namely• 

[no children•s names given.] 
Mod. Demers, priest 

Part of this page has a great cross out mark on it. It seems to be 
a repeat thru some mix-up, of P• 65. e'll sort it out later. I 
put everyt~nng in anyway.] 



My dear rs . Russie, 

West Linn, Oregon 
October 4, 1970 

I inclose a correct translation of the Bellomo entry. I also 
send you the picture of the Grand Ronde Indian Police force , 
even though it is faded and dim. It was taken about 1~90 by 
Mr . Brentano, who was superintendent of the reservation at the 
time, and who wrote the names on the margin at that time . 

It will be interesting to hear what you glean from the 1860 cen­
sus of Polk County. 

"The lady from Florida" and I are working together on the old 
recprds; she is spending_ the autumn.here.with me

1
and we are putting 

in .long hours--she tran~.Lating and iruieXlllg and. annot.at.mg. 
The people at the chancery actually do not have the time to do 
much research, since the records have never before been indexed 
nor translated. 

The only records that I know about from the Methodist Mission at 
Salem are Jason Lee's Diabt (See Oregon Historical Qp:arterly VLtt 
and XVII, where it was pu ished piecemeal), and the Oregon Mission 
Record Book, which is hardly more than a series of notes and a 
rather sketchy list of the pupils at the mission school . This 
Oregon Mission Record Book was published in the Oregon Historical 
Quarterly of September, 1922 . I imagine all these quarterlies are 
in some library near you. 

Yes, the Hudson's Bay Company have complete records of the trade, 
filling an entire library in London, but as I said before, it is 
expensive and very slow, well-nigh~ impossible to get a:rry infor­
mation from that source . Dr . Kenneth Holms, of an Or egon college 
here, spent over a year in the British Isles recently on a grant 
from the Historical Society, but succeeded in getting almost noth:hg 
from that source . Their library is NOT open to the general public. 
A list of all the HBc employees in America for the years 1821-1824 
has been published in The Or~gon Country Under the Union Jack, Pay~tte, 
(postscript edition), which I scanned yest:eraa"y:--NO"lreiiaF<rS""nor 
Russies are on t he list. · 

I will r elay to you any information I happen t o run across, if any 
at all, i n the future. 

Sincerely, 

eAUa)l· 'e!Joi:>!/\ - ,<.eqwo 8 - 1oodJaA!l 

·a.l, 's~a.L::::Jn~.LSNO::::J svwaH.L aNv 3.LIVMH.Lna 
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Dea r Mrs . Munnick, 

Idleyld Park, Oregon 
February 25 , 1969 

When I wa s in Geo . Abdill 1 s museum office t he other 
day, he mentioned that you were interested i n the colored 
family tha t were servants for Gen . Lane. I r an a cross 
the following exchange item in the old papers and thought 
you mi ght like to h ave it: 

Ros eburg Review, 2/25/87: Exchange from Walla Walla : 
11Peter Waldo , a color ed youth of Roseburg , is in the hospit al 
with violent ins anity from a fractured skull. He lately 
returned f rom Lewiston wh ere h e went in sea rch of a s is t er 
from whom h e wa s separat ed when they were small children 
after the death of Gov. Lane with whom t hey lived . Papers 
received today show that the g irl is living at Horseshoe 
Bend, Boise County, Idaho. 11 

I am working on a history of the North Umpqua a rea from 
1850 to 1910. I would like very much to quote from your 
story of Pierre Pariseau in the Umpqua Trapper, Wint er 1966, 
if I mi ght h ave your p ermission to do s o. Incident ally, the 
obi tuary you quote was written by "A . A • .!!. 11 which I presume to 
be A. A. Ehgl es of Peel who wa s quite a writ er hims elf. He 
contributed letters and obi tua ries to the osebur g Review 
and wrote one very i nt er es ting one about be ing on a jury in 
Roseburg when Matthew P Dea dy was District Judge . 

Do you h av e any informa tion in your fil es on Ch i ef 
Nez- Zac ? I know he was chief of a part of theNorth Umpqua 
t ribe which "bivouaced 11 in the Glide ar ea, and that h e died 
in 1856 and is buried on the Mont Alto Ranch (which was the 
M. Tip ton Dona tion Land Claim) . That is a ll I have b een 
abl e to find about him. Also, I 1m interested in Solomon 
Ri ggs. Is it possible tha t h e was Chief Bogus (si gned the 
p ea ce trea ty in 1854). The rea son I came to this conclusion 
was that Bogus lost his wife by death on the ma rch from 
this area to the Reserva tion (Grand Ronde) in 1856 and 
nothing i s mentioned of him again, but I found where Riggs 
h a d t aken a wife shortly after he went to the reservation 
(the one who had been p icked out for Lt . Sheri dan , as the 
story goes.) I' d like to get these two stra i ghtened out in 
my mind b efore I wrap up this par t of my book, so if you 
h ave any info rmation, p lease share it wi th me . 

Mrs . Lavola J. Bakken 
Box 2 , Toke tee Route 
I dl ey l d Pa r k , Ore. 97447 
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