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A Becond Look at lfichel Laframboise
"Is Captain Michel indeed aboard your Cadboro?" inquired the
Governor of the Russian American Colonies at Fort Ross, or in
such a vein his message ran, "For I have a great curiosity to
see the person so celebrated in California."

So much a legend had Michel Laframboise, brigade leader for the
Hudson's Bay Company, become within his owm lifetime, He did
nothing to dispel the legend, finding that the image of a femx-
less nemesis of the treacherous, the virile possessor of "a wife
in every tribe", the bargainer who could out~talk any Indian
enhanced his standing in the pragmatic world of the fur trade,
His erew was trespassing on the occasion of the Russian govern-
or's call and both men were aware of it, yet Michel came out of
the confrontation with the loan of twelve horses and the pro-
mise of any necessary aid in rejoining his brigade, at the mo=
ment discreetly hiding inland,

The separation of a leader and his crew had come about through
unfamiliarity with the California coast. Laframboise was a land
man, who had mistaken Trinity for San Francisco Bay, and after
waiting a month to rendezvous with the supply ship, had ridden
six hundred miles up to Fort Vancouver to learn what had become
of ite The Cadboro, too, had returned to headquarters to find
out what might be known of Laframboise and his brigade. They




eventually met at Fort George (Astoria) and returned together
to California, *

liissed connections were not wnusual in the trade, the wonder being
that they were not more frequent by reason of the vast territory
ranged over and the lack of means to communicate, On the trail
and by river Laframboise was apparently infallible, however vague
about marine landfglls, He had been on the California run from its
inception in 1832, licleod had broken trail as far south as llount
Shasta a few years earlier, but the regularly established brigade
was to go into the Sacramento Valley in the autum, winter in
French Camp, and return to Fort Vancouver in the spring. Occa~
sionally a leader held his crew in the south throughout the sum-
mery, sending out his peliries by a pack train that retwrned with
supplies for a second winter hunt,.

Prior to being assigned the California run, Laframboise had been
twenty years on the lower Columbia and in western Oregon, He knew

every creek and trail from trapping along them, trading for skins
or tracking down hostile natives in reprisal for some depredations

1. The full account of Laframboise's California hunt and

ﬁ.asad cmctimf\s n.*:s given by James gouglu Aeting cg:trgww
the absence o leLoughlin, he Hudson's [
Society Publications, Vol. LV (19h1). PPe 252250 and 200=290,




He might be called Company Hatchet Man, for he was immediately
dispatched to any scene of trouble, sometimes alone but more often
with five or six others, to treat with the culprits or to kill

if necessary, but to keep the killing to a minimum, Donning a
full Chinook costume, painted and feathered, he sallied in wil-
lingly, whether to blast native huts with the Company's little
brass cannon mounted on the bow of a rowboat or to comb the
almost limitless canyons of the Umpqua for the goods and murder-
ers of Jededish Smith's wnfortunate partys>

Little is mown of Laframboise's early life and parentage upon
which to predicate the complexities of his nature, He came from
a De Noyen ancestor, dit Laframboise, who emigrated from France
in the early 1700's,” The "dit Laframboise", meaning raspberry,
was probably acquired somewhere along the line by army custom,
the remarriage of a mother or as a simple nickname; French Can-
adian names teem with such doubles, lMichel, by his own affidavit,
was born in 1792 in Canada, but his exact birthplace is in dispute,

See Burt Brown Barker, ed., letters of Dr. John lic
18&1822, (Portland, Oregon, 1948), Latters 2L, 20, zr?ﬂ‘h'}*z&a.

3+ Roland-J, Auger, Provineial Archives, Quebeec, to the
author June 1, 1965,

Le "To add to the perplexity of the Editor, the residents
« » commonly possessed, :ln addition to the inherited surname,
nielmm-; more rarely a citizen might possess two nicknames; and




one record giving Varemmes, another St. Laurent, but in either
caae,nearuomreal.s

He received a fair enough education that he was able to read and
write both French and English in an era when few French Canadian
engages could do either. He enlisted in Astor's Pacific Fur Com-
pany at the age of eighteen and sailed én the Tonquin as "a car-
penter" for the post to be est,blished at the mouth of the Colum=
bia, When the Pacific Fur Company was sold to the North West
Gempany in 161k, and that in turn was absorbed by the Hudson's
Bay Company six years later, Laframboise transferred from one

company to the next in the way of many employees.

frequently he was better known by his niclmame than by his in-
herited names . « « To contemporaries, who enjoyed first~hand
knowledge of their neighbors, the custom, apparently, presented
no particular difficulty; to the investigator of a di t gen-
eration the case is quite the otherwise.," From The John Askin

%ﬂ%}% l.mp-:lgé., ed, Milo Quaife (Detroit LIbFary

5« Donation Land Claim No, 778, filed in Oregon City,
Oregon, April 28, 1852, (Photostat)




Early in his employ of the last company Laframboise first emerges
as a personality, David Douglas, botanist trudging through the
rain soaked forest in 1826, was more than glad to come upon him,
"Reached camp at dusk", he wrote, "where * found Michel Lafyamboise,
our Cheenook interpreter, and an Indian boye « « The former kindly
assissted me to pitech my tent, and gave me a little weak spirits
and water, with a basin of tea, made from some that he had brought
from Fort Vancouver, and which greatly refreshed me, Rain very
heavys Sunday, 29 October, 1826," & |

The misanthropic Hall Kelley had similar timely comfort at the
hands of his "good Samaritan", who could kill six savages or
tend an 111 compepftitor with equal celerity., Back into the hol-
ster with the old round-gripped pistol, out with the compact
little "first aid kit" with its nested boxes)--the kit that went
up and down the California trail with him year after year, one
box for folded papers of quinine, one for arsenic, another for
powdered rhubarb or sulfur or mercury or any of the rougheshod
doled out by the post physician to brigade leaders sebting out
with a crew, Kill or cure was the method, and we hear nothing

6. "Journal of David Douglas," Oregon Historical Quan-
ter;z, Vol, vIg Pe 93+




of the former as a result of the treatmm.7

Wasoemholeumeasabmgging,mm,atfablo, compassionate
and earthy man, Wilkes wrote of his "indomitable courage" and -

his "eivility"; George T, Allen ridiculed "our 180 mile gentleman"

as incredibly boastful of his horsemanship; a Protestant mission-
ary could imply thatto fall from his horse "in a fit of intox-
ication" and to crack his head was not unexpected and probably
deserved by an inebriate.

In his metisse wife, his extrovert and generous nature was well
complemented, After twenty years of varied native companions
and, in the main, unrecorded offspring, he married in the Church
in 1839 and became the responsible, if indulgent, father of
eight more children, Emilie was no submissive Indian wife; she
was spirited, intelligent and literateand a match for Michel in
any odds, S£ill cherished among the family heirlooms is the

7» liention of the medicines in common use may be found
in the accounts of Dr, William Bailey with Ewing Young., See
Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol, XXI, ppe 292-293, or see

William Fraser Tolmie mmm and Fur Trader, (Mitchell Press,
m’ hncouver. E:G., s Pe »

8¢ For references, see Charles Wilkes, Namtint Ge
Ple 7"583
ol.XL,
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beautiful garnet necklace he gave her at the birth of their last
child, Abrahmn.g The Laframboises were a compatible and ebullient

pair.

Michel retired nominally about 1840, when he took a land claim
on the south side of the Willamette River above Champoeg and built
a somewhat pretentious frame house on a little rise beside the old
Indian race course., A small creek to the rear was deepened and
danmed to water the stock, and a log barn and a small grist mill
built nearby, Hmilie's outdoor brick oven stood in front of the
house under the oak trees, and somewhere in the yard was the
sundial that had become a family joke. It was a handsome piece
with a little brass singing bird at the cast and the same bird
with his head under his wing at the west, but it would never give
the correct time, Somehow it had been oriented to the magnetie
rather than the celestial north-—, Still, it was £ Yiddéddé
highly ornamental and a fit match for the statuettes of bulls
and the peach-colored porcelaine urns that stood on the mantle in
the big front room, for Bmilie loved show and Michel was able to

indulge her,

9« Born December 31, 1856, (Records of the Catholic liis-
sion on the Willamette,photostate) ry (oo o 1 %o give the

name of a deceased child to another In this case their first
Abraham had died in 1840 at the age of five days.




She lived into the present century, an old; keen-witted grand-
mother who brought up the children in the !mowledge of past times
when Michel and she, as "Monsieur" and "Madame", had lived pros-
perously én their big claim on French Prairie,

"We had fairly close neighbors, two of them, and the door was
always open to all that wanted to stop,’C We used to get together
and bake bread--we had a big BIC oven] All the womens, they would
bring their dough and we would bake and bake. The men were doing
butchering then. Vhen the day was over we would all eat hot bread
and butter with blood pudding, brains and fresh leever, That was
always the time to show off your best pickles and preserves, and
when the men started drinking their "big wine" and smoking their
pipes and talking their big tglk and telling their lies was the
time to bring out the pickled and marinated birds from the year
before-~the best plece was breast of duck marinated in vinegar,
salt and sweet red wine,

"The young peoples used to like to get a dance going sometimes
but they had to be careful that the priest didn't know about it
beforehand, It had to appear very casual and watm-mm
It maybe plamned for a couple of weeks, At the dances the boys
and girls never came in coupless The house would be always clean
like a tooth and Monsiewr and Madame would be sitting on the
porch or somethings like that when a young fellow would drop by

10, The neighbors were Andre Longtain and Joseph De
retired engages with native wives and large families, mostly girls.




to ask Monsieur's opinion about something that he really didn't
care anything about. Soon some other young fellows would ride wp
and they would arrange a race, always winding wp in front of the
selected house agains and always asking Monsieur to call out who
the wimmer was, Some filles would have wandered along by that
time and they would stop on the porch with lionsieur and ladame
#¥ to watch the races The boys they yelled a lots Then every
boy would tease every girl, Monsieur would then invite all in
to taste his wine and roast some apples in the fire or fireplace,
Then Monsieur would start a song—he had a good and strong voice
and he knew all kinds of songs--he could sing for hours--but he
would get the young peoples to sing toos Then while some sang,
some would dance, and then lonsieur and Madame would quietly
leave from the sight but not from the sounds The little children
were sent to beds When it was late enough lionsieur would always
serve cold meats, cakes, dried fruit, bread, barley-water and so
on, Then lonsieur and Madame would escort the visiting girls home
in a horse-drawn wagon or carty; but most of the girls really
walked home hanging onto a boy's arm and leading the horse of
the boy, not so far from the cart to cause gossip but far enough
to make sweet talk--and all the time ionsiewr and ladame looked

straight ahead and heard nothing,"




Never a pillar in the Church, Michel still saw to the usual
rites regarding his family and remained on good terms with the
priest, He was a sharp trader with the Americans, slickering
them whenever he could, but with his French neighbors he was the
soul of generosity, Whenever a home in need came to the atten-
tion of the priest, he would merely send an Indian with a cart
round to Laframboise for a load of supplies for "an unknown"
poor family, Uichel had so instructed the priest; he did not
want to know where the provisions went.

Christmas was a different matter, At that season old lMichel
himself mounted his high, two-wheeled cart and drove around

the whole settlement distributing "Christmas gifts" of pro-
duce~--squashes, corn, meat and all sorts of provisions in abun-
dance, A poor family might receive a quarter of beef, or if

the family was large, even a half, Distances were long, roads
bad, and there had to be so much visiting and drinking along
with the gifts that it sometimes took a month to make the rounds,

At first ™milie had made dolls for their little girls; later on
the girls themselves helped make dolls for the Christmas dis-
tribution, The neighborhood young folks made something of a bee
of ity the boys providing leather and whittling out wooden arms
and legs while the girls stitched up bodies of soft deerskin,
The dolls were about twelve inches tall and made to sit up by



weighting the bottoms with little bags of sand, The rest of
the stuffing was of feathers and some sort of sweet-smelling
herb designed to make the dolls more attractive. (One battered
old doll still remained into the present generation, The chil-
dren did not care for it: "The leather tasted bad," Through a
split in the stitching they sometimes caught a faint whiff of
the "sweet-smelling herbs".) A stick ran up through the body
into the head, which was made of rawhide molded over a knob,
The doll features were tooled into the hide, with eye-sockets
set deep so that the eyes, which were large blue beads glued in
endwise to show pupils, were not on the surface but in natural
position, The faces were painted white and redy, but on the
centenarian survivor the paint was so worn and peeling that it
was hard to say what it had been originally, The head was made
of two pieces of leather or skin, the piece in the back having
the fur left ons This "hair" got worn off in time, inevitably,
Emilie used to say that Michel hadm?dollhouse for his little
girls and their leather dolls, and that later on, when they had
china dolls, they still seemed to prefer the home-made ones in
the dollhouse, (We picked up half of a doll's tiny china teapot
at the house site, now a cultivated field,)

Even after retirement, Laframboise returned to the trail from
time to time to lead one more brigade or guide an expedition,




but his main interest now lay in his growing cattle herds and
their improvement through selective breeding., The Boys' School
at St, Paul, hopefully begun at the lission to teach native and
metis sons an agricultural way of life, had never reopened after
losing its pupils to the California Gold Rush, and Father Bar-
tholomew Delorme, who had returned half-dead with the stragglers,
gave his set of laison Rustique books to Laframboise as one of
the few farmers on the Prairie who might profit from them, being
literate in French, The volumes no doubt contributed to his in-
terest in herd improvement, A slip torn from some religious
paper still marks the page he had been reading on the construc-
tion and stocking of fish ponds,

Much joeckeying for position along the river followed the covered
wagon influx of the forties, the establisiment of a Territorial
Government, and the passage of the Donation Land Claim Laws in
1850, with the original Canadian settlers generally losing to

the brisk and knowledgeable Americans, How Laframboise came to .
shift to a claim north of the river, patented long after his
deathy has never been fully expla.'med.u The most logical thought

11, "The problem ., « « i as difficult as any of whi(cih
TS Snenteg8: 08 58 THBSR 4 RiCe 2BatiSa S MPRR HBSut ity
things," David Duniway, Oregon State Archivist, to author,
September 19, 1967. The question of Laframboise's homesites is
more fully developed in the unpublished Life of Michel Laframboise
by the author.




is that his original claim, taken when land was free for the
settling, exceeded the limits allowed under the Donation Land Law
and had to be scaled down to conform,

In order to file under the 1850 law, he was obliged to take out
citizenship papers,; which he did reluctantly on October 1l, 1851,
while remaining "thoroughly unreconstructed" at heart. "He never
did become reconciled to the idea that this land belonged to the
United States. He hated the notion of anything American®——thus
the recollection of his descendents,

From the new site he ran a ferry across the Willamette at Champoeg,
or hired Indians to run it for him, for age and bad eyesight were
overtaking him, His precise and delicate handwriting had by this
time become a coarse scrawl requiring two lines to accommodate

his lengthy name, He suffered a paralytic stroke during his

later years, and having sold his land claim in two parcels, went
to the home of a daughter, probably Josette Labonte, as she alone
of his five girls was married at the time.

There he died two years later, January 25, 1861, and is buried
unmarked in the 0ld Cemetery at St. Paul, his "sepulture" having
been witnessed by two old companions, Pierre LaCourse and
Cuthbert Lambert dit Robillards The big house that he had built
on a rise well back from the river '"because he feared high water"
washed away in the great flood of the following winter, Hmilie




outlived him by forty years; she does not lie beside him, but
in Vancouver near her step-son, Young Michel, whom she had cher-
ished above her own children, or so it seemed to them,

Harriet D, Munnieck



"Still Michel Laframboise--6nly Older"

Jim is not his name, but it will do. As he holds the delusion
that his employer is unaware of his Indian ancestry, he resents
any question reflecting it. Only when he is slightly warmed by
liquor or taken by surprise will he offer much more than "Oh, ‘'way
back along the line somewhere", or "That was my mother's name!

She was raised on the Prairie," or he will fall silent about the
origin of some pourboire he is tendering. For Jim is boss in a job
that is slightly above his ability to handle, and he must operate
on a pinched budget besides. At times it becomes necessary to ask
outside help or material from a man he does not entirely trust,
but one who has never failed to bail him out of his current prob-
lem. Jim then produces some token, with just enough grudging in-
formation to prove its worth, for his man is a lover of history.

The gift usually comes from a vaguely defined region "up in Wash-
ington", "Everybody in the family had a lot of old stuff from the
Hudson Bay Store." He will tell just so much and no yore. His own
words will have to constitute the story, since no verifigation can
be made beyond the evidence inherent in the article itself,

The first gift to cross the desk was a small footed glass, but
whether a wine glass for the table or a glass an apothecary might
use has never been determined. It is well built and heavy, with a
solid base continuous with the stem. Both rim and base have been
cut and polisheds Jim had no reticence about the glass, since
family was not involved. He had found it many years before, he
said, while digging post holes in the vicinity of the lagoon at
old Fort Vancouver, long before the National Monument marked the
spot. The lagoowh had been filled in shortly after the American
Army took over the site, but the lagoon bed was mucky still. He
had brought up the little unbroken glass from a depth of three or
four feet, along with bits of corroded iron. Some of his post
holes went through a sort of textured soil that he thought might
once have been wood. He had saved the glass for a curio only,
and if his man cared to have it, well, it was his.

A szcond bit of glassware followed some time later. This was a

salt cellar of common pattern, large and square on four solid feet.
In contrast to the wine glass, which had come pristine from the mud
and water, the salt dish was nicked and battered by hard usage and
tinted purole with age. Strangely. an individual sterling silver
salt spoon two inches long still accompanied the dip. "The barrel",
Jim said tersely, then added, "A mouse had made a little nest in it."

"y grandmother's slate," he said of the next. "She went to school
at the Cowlitz Mission." Who his grandmother was or when she at-
tended the mission school was not forthcoming. The slate might be
of any time in the past century. One side ths scored with columns



for sums. If only Jim were not so tight-lipped! He knows a great
deal more than he will tell.

One day near the beginning of the Christmas season he appeared with
a fine old gimballed brass lamp socket, such as were once used on
shipboard. No doubt it had once held a glass font for whaleoil.

He was, for Jim, almost voluble concerning it and gave a straight-
forward account. "y great-grandfather was named licKay, Thomas
licKay, I think it was. He came from Scotland, Aberdeen, if I re-
member right, where he had spent his apprenticeship building steam
engines. As a young man, the company he was working for sent him
to Fort Vancouver to help install and troubleshoot the engines in
the Hudson Bay ships. He stayed on in the employ of Hudson Bay as
an engineer or fireman or repair man of some sort. This was some
time in the 18lj0's; my grandmother was born in 1849, and she had
an older brother." (No mention was made of the race nor ancestry

of the children's mother.) "Some time or other a Hudson Bay boat
burned, either intentionally after being grounded,or accidentally
fired and grounded in a salvage attempt. Great-grandfather McKay
salvaged hardware from the burned boat and built a small boat for
himself for use on Puget Sound. He ran it for a while, then he got
drowned, and the boat went to his son, who had a farm near Cowlitz.
The son removed all the salvagable hardware and the engine. He
sold the hull as a barge and the engine to a mine operater to run
the pumps. Along in the 1880's or early 1890's the son built a
small steamboat, not much more than a launch, to operate on the
Columbia and Cowlitz Rivers hauling farm products and so on. He
used the same hardware from the old boats, and a threshing machine
engine. The boat did not prove either seaworthy or economical, so
it was burned after the engine and hardware were removed. The en-
gine was later used in a sawmill; this lamp is one of the old orig-
inal Hudson Bay boat fittings."

Coubd the budson's Bay boat have been the Seabird, wrecked near
Victoria in 18587

A year later the last to date of his gratuities appeared, with

an apology for its poor condition. <‘his was a round silk fan,
painted with a romantic scene of a lord and several ladies and a
gypsy fortune-teller, the artist, A.Lauramce. It is, as he ob-
served, well-worn and grimy. "It was given to 0ld Madame," he ex-
plained. "She treasured it." He very nearly refused to reply when
his man pursued the lead respectfully. "It was a gift to cherish,.
0ld Madame who?" After a long, tense pause, Jim answered shortly,
"Name was Laframboise."

0ld Madame Laframboise--that would be FEmelie Picard, wife of Michel,
whose love of finery was chronicled by Elijah White, riding out




with the fur train in feathers and blue broadcloth and bells, aged
sixteen. I do not know when she died, only that she outlived her
husband by many years but never outlived her taste for dress. Some-
where is a garnet cross laid away, much prized by Emelie. It had
been part of her rosary, but the beads had been broken and lost.
Some priest had got it for her when she lost an earlier rosary
given to her at the time of her baptism and marriage in 1839.

Little by little the famlly history unfolds with successive vis-
its between the men; it is unfolding still, Jim's mother died in
196L, quite aged. "She slept a great deal of the time. One night
she went to sleep and didn't wake up." Soon after, Jim, who had
been clearfing up her things, gave his man two pictures. The girl
in the Civil War era taffeta dress and the little parasol was his
grandmother, born in 1849 to steamfitter Thomas McKay. She was edu-
cated at the Cowlitz Mission, and had used the lined slate. The
man in the daguerreotype case is the Laframboise son that she mar-
ried.

A few months before her death, Jim showed his mother the picture
from the Labonte album, that of the chesty Frenchman with his na-
tive wife and small baby. She said it "looked like Emelie Lafram-
boise; the man she didn't know." Emelie (if she) was still slender
and pert when the picture was taken, which could not have been
earlier than the mid-1850's, by "McGowan, Cathlamet". She looked
far more native than white, with the thin-lipped, proud carriage
of the Indians east of the Cascades. She dressed in a smart pre-
Civil War foulard gown with white collar and cuffs and a velvet
band, and a narrow ribbon holding back her heavy, dark hair. She
held her latest baby, who was wearing a long white christening
robe, one would guess, as proudly as if he were the first created
man. Stocky, dark Michel, seated beside her, stuck out his chest
in pride also, but it is plain to see he had met his match in his
wife in more ways than one.

The resemblance between the man in the picture and the known pen-
and-wash sketch of Laframboise made "b¥ a sailor"--perhaps Drayton
or Agate of the Wilkes Expedition in 18Ll--together with the quasi-
identification of Emelie by one who knew her, leaves little doubt
that both pictures are of the same "low and corpulent" man that
Wilkes described. But by the time of the photograph, no longer

did he wear the "full Chinook costume, painted and decked" of the
interpreter Alexander Ross saw, nor the high-muffled stock and

scarf of the post master of the thirties; he was now soberly dressed
in conventional black. Gone we 1va01ty, gone the abandoned hi-
larity that threw him from his hofse,in a fall that would have killed
him had he net been so drunk. His mkr and beard‘ﬂiﬁgdccently
trimmed, and he posed stiffly with an air of conscious respectabil-
ity, yet he still managed to look vaguely simian.

3/



Other photographs down the line show his sons rather typical metis,
his daughters poised and fashionably dressed. One, Josette, is hol-
low-eyed and doomed, another laced tightly into a braided print gown,

another--the one who "was sent to Virginia to study music'--quite the

calm lady of distinction, one a wide-eyed young girl with sensi-
tive lips and scrambled hair., They seem to have inherited their
mother's ability to wear clothes tastefully.

Michel Laframbois had a farm on the river at Champoeg, where he
died in 1861 and near which he was buried in the old Bemetery at
St. Paul, but he had also a farm west of Vancouver, where he lived
at some period. The house stood at Laframboise Road and Xavier
Street, below Vancouver Lake, at a spot now occupied by an alumi-
num plant. It is this Vancouver home that Jim's mother best remem-
bered, apparently, when she would recount to the little boy bits
about "stuff from Fort Vancouver" and what old Emelie had told her
about life in the early days.

There were many good articles about the house, she remembered, for
Michel had done well enough in the Company and on the farm. Among
the recollections she handed down to Jim was a pair of tall, peach-
colored vases or urns that stood on the mantlepiece. They pictured
people in fancy costumes, she said, very ornate. There was also a
pair of brass candlesticks, and many Chinese things, such as the
blue and white footed bowls that had belonged to Emelieds parents,
and an elaborate tea caddy embossed with roses and grapes and the
arms of Great Britain, and tall gray and brown ginger jars. Ginger,
4 Jim explained parenthetically, was used in many ways other than
as a condiment. "In our family we used to pickle meat with it.

The meat was cut into small pieces and put to soak in ginger. When
you wanted to use it, most of the ginger would wash out. We used
ginger tea for colds, too." There was the lacquer box neatly fitted
with little trays for medicine to be carried in a packsaddle on the
trail, and a Chinese doll for the little girl to play with, any num-
ber of nice things no longer recalled.

All sorts of tools had been bought at the Fort--everybody had those,
like the froe and the tongue-and-groove planes and the perforated
iron paddle used for stirring soap. O01d Michel had a deep inter-
est in stock improvement, and little statuettes of bulls were a
sort of hobby with him; he had them all around!: There was a set

of big books, "Maison Rustique", that Father Delorme had brought
out to use in the boys' school at St. Paul. They were in French,
of course, and bore Father Delorme's name in front. "When the
school died out with the California gold rush, the books were given
to Michel Laframboise as one of the few farmers who could read and
profit by them. There was still a scrap of paper marking the place



he had been reading about the construction and stocking of fish ponds.

The mention of the books, and of an early fountain pen belonging to
"0ld Madame" opened the way for a direct question as Jim related his
impressions. "Of course she was literate!" he said with some sur-
prise « "Her Bible was in English. She read both English and French .
She understood English, but she wouldn't speak it." Emelie had been
married at sixteen, in 1837, or it may have been even earlier, fur-
trader fashion, and where she got her education was something of a
puzzle. Had it been at Fort Vancouver in the early school, or had
her father, Andre Picard, who was evidently literate, as the master
of a post, taught her? Jim gave the matter some thought, then said
family legend had it that Michel taught her. One winter they were
snowed in somewhere for the whole season, during which time he
taught his wife to read and write. She must have had abundant na-
tive intelligence to master both English and French in one winter.

Most appealing of the legendary items that have sifted down to the
present are housewifery bits, as if FEmelie had been the Betty Cfocker
of her day. All baking was done in beehive ovens out-of-doors, in
Canadian fashion, and the loaves taken out with a peel, once they
were settled on the Frairie and the trail campfires left behind.
Candles were expensive "when she was first married", and the com-
mon people had no suitable fat nor knowledge of candle-making. In-
stead , they peeled small cattail stems and took out the pith in a
long core. Any small dish or container, usually a clamshell, held
fish oil, into which one end of the pith dipped while the other end
rested on the rim,

As for wild food other than fish and meat, Jim did very well for a
man to recall her ancient recipes. His mental cookbook , which he
claimed was sketchy indeed, included:

1ily buds and sprouts, fried

Cattail bloom spikes, fried

cattail pollen--flour

cattail roots, pounded--flour

cattail stalks (young)--like asparagus

berries of all sorts

rose hips

elder berries--in batter, fried in deep fat

choke cherry--soup

wild onions

dandelion roots--coffee _

some sort of grass seed--boiled

water cress--raw

milkweed--boiled in three waters

violet leaves--boiled

violet flowers--raw, for salad
Choke cherry soup and violet flower salad would seem an experiment
worthwhile trying.
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LaFramboise on the Farm

Did Bill, Michel's step—great—grahdson, know where Michel's
house had stood on French Prairie?

Not exactly; it was about half or three quarters of a mile
west of Champoeg, and while Bill's mother had never known it,
she could describe the place from Emelie's stories. It sat on
a knoll or ridge some distance from the river, the highest
piece of ground on the farm that was near the road and away
from the river, for old Michel was afraid of high water. The
house faced the road. There was a small creek nearby which
was deepened and dammed to water the stock. The barn was right
beside it. The barn was log, but the house was of lumber, two
storied on the front, with a long, single story part going out
behind. The parlor went clear ac oss the front of the house
with a big fireplace opposite the door from the porch, which

ran clear across the front of the house. They had fairly (h n Ladhs
close neighbors, two of them, and the door was always open to (/™ 34 onglaln
all that wanted to stop. It was apparently a very popular 5 )
place. 305%}\ Desraré
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(As nearly as Bill could remember, and he has almost "total
recall", this is the way his mother used to tell it as a quote
from Emelie in her mixed up French and English, complete with
accents and pantomime, for Bill is an excellent mimic. )

"We used to get together and bake bread--we had a big big ovenl!
All the womens, they would bring their dough and we would bake
and bake. The men were doing butchering then. When the day
was over we would all eat hot bread and butter with blood pud-
ding, brains, and fresh leever. That was always the time to
show off your best pickles and preserves; and when the men
started drinking their "big wine" and smoking their pipes and
talking their big talk and telling their lies was the time to
bring out the pickled and marinated birds from the year be-
fore--the best piece was breast of duck marinated in vinegar,
salt, and sweet red wine.

"The young peoples used to like to get a dance going sometimes,
but they had to be careful that the priest didn't know about
it before. At the dances the boys and girls never came in
couples. It maybe planned for a couple of weeks but it had to
appear very casual and spur-of-the-moment. The house was al-
ways clean like a tooth and Monsieur and Madame would be sit-
ting on the porch or somethings like that when a young fellow
would drop by to ask Monsieur's opinion about something that he
didn't really care anything about. Soon some other young fel-
lows would ride up and they would arrange a race, always Wipd—
ing up in front of the selected house agains and always asking
Monsieur to call who the winner was. Some filles would have




wandered by by that time and they would stop on the porch with
Monsieur and Madame to watch the race. The boys, they yelled

a lot. Then every boy would tease every girl. Monsieur would
then invite all to taste his wine and roast some apples in the
fire or fireplace. Then Monsieur would start a song-—he had

a good and strong voice and knew all kinds of songs--he could
sing for hours--but he would get the young peoples to sing, too.
Then while some sang and some would dance, then Monsieur and
Madame would quietly leave from the sight but not from the
sound, The little children were sent to bed. When it was late
enough, Monsieur would always serve cold meats, cakes, dried
fruit, bread, barley-water, and so on. Then Monsieur and la-
dame would escort the visiting girls home in a horse-drawn

cart or wagon, but most of the girls really walked home hang-
ing onto a boy's arm and leading the horse of the boy, not so
far from the cart as to cause gossip but far enough to make
sweet talk—--and all the time Monsieur and Madame looked straight
ahead and heard nothing." S ——

"Was LaFramboise religious, a pillar in the church?

That bull-shitter? NO! said DBill. But he was always on good
terms with the priest, and although he was a sharp trader with
the Americans, slickering them whenever he could, he was the
soul of generosity with his French neighbors. Whenever a fam-
ily in need came to the attention of the priest, he would
merely send an Indian with a cart round to LaFramboise for a
load of supplies for "an unknown" poor family. Michel had so
instructed the priest; he did not want to know where the sup-
plies.went. —
/Christmas was a different thing. At that season old Michel
himself mounted his high, two-wheeled cart and drove around
the settlement distributing "Christmas gifts" of provisions--—
squashes, corn, meat, all sorts of produce in abundance. A
poor family might recieve a quarter of beef, or if the family
was large, even a half, Distances were lon~g, roads bad,and
there had to be much visiting along with thé gifts, so that

it sometimes took a month to make the rounds.

At first Emelie had made dolls for their girls; later on, the
girls themselves helped make dolls for the Christmas distri-
bution. The young folks made something of a bee of it; the
boys provided leather and whittled out wooden arms and legs,
while the girls stitched up bodies out of tanned leather,
like deerskin. The dolls were about twelve inches high, and
made to sit up by loading the bottoms with something heavy,
like sande The rest of the stuffing was feathers and some
sort of sweet-smelling herb designed to make the dolls more
attractive. One battered old doll still remained in Bill's
childhood., He did not care for it--"The leather tasted bgd."
Through a split in the stitching he sometimes caught a faint
odor from the "sweet-smelling herbs". A stick ran up.through
the doll's body into the head, which was made of rawhide leath-
er molded over something round. (Or a knob carved on the.end
of the stick?) The features were tooled into the hide, with




eye sockets set deep, so that the eyes, which were large blue
beads glued in endwise to make pupils, were not on the surface |
but in natural position. The faces were paintéd white and \
colored, he thought, but on the one he remembered the paint

was so worn and peeling it was hard to say. The head was ap- |
parently made of two pieces of leather or skin, the one in
the back having the fur still left onj; this "hair" got worn \
off in time, inevitably. ;

Emelie used to say that Michel had made a doll house for the
little girls and their leather dolls, and that later on, when
they had china dolls, they still seemed to prefer the home-made
ones in the dollhouse.

e S

(A few days after hearing Bill's foregoing report, we inves—
tigated the site, matching his description with a Land Office
map and a contour map. There seemed to be little doubt about
the location. The little creek drains out of Ady's Lake, a
thin, deep meander lake like a sudden gash in the silted fields.
The knoll is a sharp little rise or ridge. At the end above
the lake we found a great concentration of bricks somewhat re-
moved from the greatest concentration of shards and window
glass bits, perhaps the remains of Emelie's ¥big big" beehive
outdoor oven. The house seems to have stood exactly where

Bill said it did, between the river and the o0ld "race track"
ro,d. A few firs stand between the site and the rim of the
lake, and several fine large oaks, if standing in those days,

as from their size they must have stood, would have been at

the side of the front yard. The view in front is of grain
fields sweeping up the rising ground toward the present road.
Amongst the shards of blue willow, painted cottage ware, bot-
tle glass, and printed ironstone, we picked up half of a child's
doll teapot.)

He was a thoroughly unreconstructed man. He never did become
reconciled to the idea that this land belonged to the United
States. He hated the notion of anything American. He re-
fused to pay taxes and never filed a claim on his land,though
he did become an American citizen late in life, apparently
to secure his land rights for his heirse. .
Oh, yes, the rest of the Christmas holiday. Christmas started
with High Mass at midnight, very fancy and showy, and a feast
afterward, then home with many stops along the way for drinks,
cookies, candies, and so on. Christmas for the family was on
Christmas Eve, before going to church. Holiday festivities
and visiting and so on lasted until January ninth. Sometime
in there, near the end of the season, there was a big feed at
the church and a "Le Gateau des RoiM"--some sort of a big cake.
Everybody had some, but the boys and the 1itt%e girls had )
 another; the boys' cake had a bean hidden in it, and the girls!
| a pea. The boy and girl who got the hidden bean and pea were
| the king and queen of the Festival of St. ———=————- -1 can't
| remember the name of that saint. But it was on January ninth,

| and the end of the festivitiese

|
|
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The bell at St. Paul that called everybody to the church

could be heard far and wide across the prairie. They rang it
morning and evening every day, and I think at noon as well,
ihen someone died, they rang one loud "Bong", followed, after
a pause, by six strokes for a woman, nine for a man. This

was followed by the "age of life" bell, a stroke for each year.
And that's all I can remember right now of what my mother used
to say Emelie had told her about Christmas on the prairie.

<

0

This is Bill's story in his own words, with few questions
asked and no interruptions, lest all be lost. He does not
love the Laframboise name, being only a step-relation, but

he is discerning and tries to be objective. “Monsieur" and
"Madame" are of course Michel and Emelie Picard Laframboise,
his wife. One by one their little relics trickle down to

me through Bill's hands —- Michel's books and tools and silver
pencil, Emelie's pictures, chinaware, and garnet necklaces.

From the photostat of his marriage record, I see that Michel
spelled Laframboise with but one capital letter. Once, when
he seemed to pause to dip his quill in the inkpot, he left
out the "b" upon resumption,




On Laframboise Road

Now that her husband was dead and the old home sold, The
Prairie held nothing meew for Emelie. TYoung Michel was still
single in a big house on the farm near Vancouver that his
father had provided for him earlier. This son, although not
her own, was cherished by Emelie over all the rest, or so
they felt with some resentment. In her eyes he could do no
wrong. S0 taking her younger children with her, for the
older girls were now married, at work, or at school, she
went to live on the Vancouver farm.

For years the old white house could be seen behind its trees
on a country road west of town, still known as Laframboise
Road, between the Columbia River and Vancouver Lake. It is
gone now, and an aluminum plant occupies the site, but then
it was a commodious, somewhat elegantly furnished home where
Emelie ruled in matriarchal dignity. Peach colored urns
painted with French court scenes stood on the mantle; Old
Michel's statuettes of bulls, his books on agriculture and
hers on religion, the family tree done in hair by one of

the girls at school, her carved picture album that had a
music box concealed in a false cover, and a horde of other
Victorian trivia filled the rooms. Nothing, it seems, was
ever destroyed.

Emelie saw to it that Michel's single state was soon cor-
recteds She learned through the priest that a young widow
with a small child had lately returned from The Prairie to
the parish of Cowlitz, which had been her home before her
brief and tragic marriage. Emelie had the gentle young
Margaret installed as houseckeeper in the Laframboise home
before the moon changed, with the expected result:Michel
presently married her. His sisters took it illy to have the
erstwhile "servant girl" elevated to a position of some
authority over them, though it is unlikely she ever as-
serted the prerogatives of her new status. One head in a
household was better than two. She was ever obedient and
respectful to her mother-in-law, and genuinely loved her.

Emelie, she always averred, was fair. She was determined,
and even vindictive when crossed, feeling certain she was
being thwarted in a course that was right, but she was fair.
Any gift to her own small children called for a similar

gift to lMargaret's little Rose, and when Michel's own chil-
dren came along, it was share and share alike for all. The
little girl grew mp absorbing all the woman-talk between
her mother and grandmother, all the half-legendary days on
the trail and wholly legendary native tales, which she could




recount verbatim all her life, having what is called a photo-
graphic memory.

Since lichel was now provided for, Emelie felt she was free to
marry again when a newcomer from Canada, his name not recorded,
began to come calling with serious intent. She was willing,
and set about wedding plans. One of the items she bought

was a set of dishes in the Indus pattern, a popular design of
water birds and plants done in brown and touched up with rust
color. As this pattern was registered by Ridgway in 1877, it
is certain that the belated romance came after that year.

Her children were aghast at the idea. Their mother was hale
and full of fire, but she was sixty-five years old. The
fellow must be an adventurer who had his sights set on her
money, or worse yet, on the farm! After a guarded consulta-
tion together, someone--no doubt Michel--issued an ultima-
tion:Get Out and Stay Oute.

Although the directive was given in person and with grim
seriousness, the suiter refused to heed. He and Emelie were
both old enough to manage their own affairs, and the family
could save its breath, his response implied. As a newcomer,
he perhaps did not recognize the deadly intent of a metis
when defied.

He failed to come at the expected time the following week, and
the next week after. What Emelie thought no one knew, for
she kept her own Bounsel., A familiar horse, which no one ad-
mitted knowing, had been found a few days after the first
defection grazing along a wooded trail with the saddle under
his belly. The third week, or thereabouts, boatmen in one

of the backwater sloughs of the Columbia fished up the water-
logged body of a man with the face shot away as if with a
shotgun blast. Identification was considered "impossible®,
regardless of the suit of clothes he was wearing, and the
coroner proynounced it a case of "accidentdd death".

Still no one said anything at home, not even Emelie. They
never discussed the affair in all the years that followed,
but they felt they knew what she thought: "Amongst them
they had done it, one or all of them, only not Michel. She
would suspect them all the rest of her life and hold it
against them. Michel and Margaret were the only ones that
could be trusted now,"



Young Michel's Wife

Margaret McKay was not pretty, but she was as winsome a little
maid as ever stood before an early day photographer. She would
have been about sixteen at the time of the Civil War and wore the
full hoop-skirted dress of the gera, gathered and pleated to a
narrow waiste It was made of dark taffeta with a self-edging of
tiny pleats around bell sleeves and shoulder width bretelle; a
little turn-down collar of white and puffed undersleeves with
buttoned wfistbands gave her a look as modest as that of the
Sisters who had overseean its construction. She wore no wedding
ring, and it is quite likely the dress was a finishing project
at the Cowlitz lMission School, Her heavy dark hair was cone
fined in a snoody, one dainty hand held a sol, while the fin-
gertips of the other touched a jardinie of roses,

Two items from her schooldays at the mission remain, one, her
slate with one side scored with fine lines to aid in adding sums,
the other memento half a torn motto. This may have been meant
for a bookmark, having been kept all the years in fmelie's Bible,
or it may have been simply an exercise in needlework, like a
samplers The word "Love" remains; the missing half may have
continued "God" or "Thy Neighbor", It is worked on the sort of
strong perforated cardboard used for such Victorian wall mottoes
as "God Bless Our Home", in remarkably delicate stitches of
green, coral, and yellow silk; one looks twice to see that it

is not painted instead,

The convent school would certainly have provided also thorough
training in good manners, morality, and religion. Upon grade
vation, a shecoolgirl was considered ready for marriage and home-
making, liargaret, we faney, stepes out of the little brown pic-
ture to face the world,

der father had not been French, but Scotche His given name is
thought to have been Thomas, but he ie not the Thomas licKay well
imovn at Fort Vancouver. He had served his apprenticeship in

building steam engines in Aberdeen. As a young man he was sent
by his company to Fort Vancouver to help install and trouble-
shoot engines in the steamers coming into use in the fur trade
empire during the eighteen~forties, He remained in the Northe
west in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company as engineer,
fireman, or repair man, and after the withdrewal of the Company
;c.-oincanada, worked in the same capacities for other steamship
68,

in his early days during the 18L0's he took a native wife, of
whom nothing is known beyond the birth of a son to her in 1847
and of a daughter, lMargaret, in 1849, The family seem to have
lived on a farm in the Cowlitsz settlement, which was home port
for licKay between runs, Sometime during his employment as ree-
pairman, he decided to go into business for himself in a small
Wayes An unknown ship, said to have belonged to the Hudson's
Bay Company, was burned accidentally or possibly by intent,




during the gold rush to the Fraser in 1858, Circum-
gzt:iggztysugges% it m%ght have been the Sea Bird, which was not,
however, a Company ship. MeKay salvaged or purchased some of
the hardware and built a small boat for use on Puget Sound. In
some unrecorded way, probably by storm, the boat was eventually
damaged and lcKay was drowned., His son removed the hardware,
sold the hull for a barge, and sold the engine to a mine oper-
ator 0 run a pumpe Presently, about 1890 at 2 guess, he built
a small steamboat, hardly more than a launch, to run on the
Cowlitz and Columbia rivers hauling farm produce. !e used the
same old fittings, twice salvaged, and a threshing machine en-
gine for power, The bocat proved to be nelther economical nor
seaworthy, so once more the hardware and engine were removed
and the hull burned, The engine went into a sawmill., Through
all the vieissitudes of successive boats one piece of original
hardware has come down to the presenty, a gimballed brass lamp
socket now permanently aground on my living romm wall,

leanwhile, Margaret had married a French Canadian, Des Rivieres,
lately come from the Bast and not a Hudson's Bay man., The young
pair went down to French Prairie, where there was construction
work to be had, for Des Rivieres was a sort of blacksmith-carpen-
ter by trade, Here their daughter Rose Marie was born in 1873,
Shortly afterward the young husband was killed in a constrvetion
accident, thought to have been in the railroad work then being
crowded through in the race between competing lines,.

lMargaret returned with her baby to her people at Cawlitz, where
Bmelie Laframboise instead took charge of her future. The Van-
couver house would seem to have been well filled with three sets
of children, for to fmelie's younger children and little Rose
liarie, Michel and lMargaret shortly added more of their own,

"But Rose llarie was the apple of young lichel's eye", her grande-
son recalls, "and he gave her, if anything, more affection than
he did his own children, though he loved all children and would
give them anything they wanted--teased them a lot, but would
give in at the end,”

Although not serene, the household was not wholly inharmonious
under the dictatorship a the matriarch, At some period of her
later life "melie left the Catholic Church for the Evangelical
United Brethren, her devotion no whit abatedy for in her nature
piety was an essential imgredient, whatover expression it as-
sumed or what personal storminess it must reconcile. She taught
her children and grandchildren from Illustrated &srt%ture History
in two volumes, whose worn edges and loose pages te ;
tensive usees The fine steel engravings, of which there are many,




would not speak, the question comes to mind as to how she manae
ged the Bible stories, Perhaps reading aloud did not count for
Speaking Baglish in her lexicon,




Alder Bark and China

culinary practise of ‘meam
3&& heritages Since ;&rl*a native blood always came from

s
passable butter, but all modified the old ways to some extent
onge they had left the trail for settled life in a cabin,

Their daughters learmed the old native ways by ory,l tradition
or by experience on the trail with their parents, and
learned cabin cookery as their mothers interpreted it.
who attended mission schools got a foundation of home econow

been better for pioneer life than the covered wagon
white womens Al the latter often ate wapato h.igdmb‘b—
%hor or

ful twmmmmwwmswg
the or dug the camas that were
amongst the tribes.

Here comes to mind Maurices who is a husky high school coash,
but when & child he had been small end wesk mnd so was treated
my mother a lot

winter food

that way. They sun-dry the seeds and them wp and
preserve them in waters No, they don't ferment; will
keep all winter. It looks like sand, good eating.

"Tules-~we used to eat them all the time, You pull up one of
the stemsy if you pull it right, you bring wp a white part at
the base, You out off the very bottom, a half-inch or so, and




"Cu-wam, that's a trash fish, People won't touch them, the
white people, but they (the Indians) always ate them. TYou'd
see the fish by the dam at the mouth of Williamson's River
looked like millions. They would scoop them oub
and dry them over a fire, and mdmp:w%‘m
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the other hand, the recollections of Mavguerite Pichet ave
%ollyoxthnoldﬁ‘ramchm. She recalled the visit of the
Tm&mw&,mmemmmom. “To us
oy gty e Fp g W T B B Loy oy g
house ve : | ;
m.mwmdmdmudu,mdmd. ww,mﬂ.em."

the priaitive farmy wild borriss 7 by cultivated
8e The dren of Emelie whose motljer was

Ordinary cat~tails growing in wet places were much more widely
distributed than wapatoj you could take the root or bottom part
of the mmmmmﬂ‘:dpmumnm, You
could make ir out of the po too, only it was hard to
collect very much of that, Take the stalks when they were young
and you could cook them like asparagus. You could fry the flow-
er heads, like fish, while they were still green and tender,
Wokas, the yellow water lily, could be used about as wellj you
fried the buds and boiled the young sproutes.
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A alrec

Jim is not his name, but it will do. As he holds the delusion |
that his employer is unaware of his Indian ancestry, he resents :
any question reflecting it. Only when he is slightly warmed

by liquor or taken by surprise will he offer much more than,

"Oh, 'way back along the line somewhere", or "That was my mother's
nameJ She was raised on the Prairie.", or he will fall silent
about the origin of some pourboire he is tendering. For Jim is
boss in a job that is slightly above his ability to handle, and _
he must operate on a pinched budget besides. At timesit becomes

necessary to ask outside help or material from a man he does l
not entirely trust, but one who has never failed to bail him

out of his current problem. Jim then produces some token fwem

the=buree¥, with just enough grudging information to prove its

worth, for his man is a lover of history.

Sometimes the gift comes from " 5 Tom o
Pparaleoftt—in a vaguely defined region. "Oh, up in Washington. gﬁ2»477¢4ni2:
A wholetoft—futl-of old—stuffthe family hady stuff- i ol

: from the
Hudson Bay store." <£ferhaps—the—things-he-extracts—from the— }féﬁwﬁf
Jeoft-arenot—histogive. Inr—anyr—oase, i j
he will tell just so gééqf e ,Aﬁ;(

much and no more. His own words will have to constitute the
story, since no verification can be made beyond the evidence Z? oA /adégéf;
inherent in the article itself,

The farst gift to cross the desk was a small footed glass, but
whether a wine glass for the table or a glass an apothecary
might use has never been determined. It is well built and heavy,
with a solid base continuous with the stem. Both rim and base
have been cut and polished. Jim had no reticence about the
glass, since family was not involved. He had found it many
years before, he said, while digging post holes in the vicinity
of the lagoon at old Fort Vancouver, long before the National
Monument marked the site. The lagoon had been filled in shortly
after the American Army took over the spot, but the lagoon bed
was mucky still. He had brought up the little unbroken glass
from a depfth of three to four feet, along with bits of corroded
iron. Some of his post holes went through a sort of textured
soil that he thought might once have been wood. He had saved
the glass for a curio only, and if his man cared to have it,
well, it was his.

A second piece of glassware followed some time later. This was
a salt cellar of common pattern, large and solid on four square
feet. In contrast to the wine glass, which had come pristine
from the mud and water, the salt dish was nicked and battered
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by hard usage and tinted purple with age. Strangely, an indi-
vidual sterling silver salt spoon two inches long still accom-
panied the dip. "The barrel", Jim said tersely, then added,
"A mouse had made a little nest in it."

"My grandmother's slate," he said. "she went to school at the
Cowlitz Mission." Who his grandmother was or when she attended
the mission school was not forthcoming. The slate might be of
any time in the past century. One side is scored with columns
for sums. If only Jim were not so tight-lipped! He knows a
eat deal more than he will tell.

"T'11 bring you a vase," he announced, after some particular
favor. "It camé from the Hudson Bay store at Vancouver. It
has raised pictures on it, maybe the Hudson Bay seal, I don't
know," It turned out plainly to be no vase, but a tea caddy,
though the 1id was missing, It probably once had a pewter
cover fitting ovdr the neck, which is the only undecorated
part of the urn. Delicately modelled garlands of flowers and
bunches of grapes are applied to the shoulders, and below is
the British coat of arms of the period of the fourth King
George and King William, from 1816 to 1837. The piece is earth-
enware, highly glazed in orange-brown that in artificial light
quite resembles carnival glass. How an article of the sort
fits into Jim's background is something of a puzzle.

day near the beginning of the Christmas season he appeared
with a fine old gimballed brass lamp socket, such as were once
used on shipboard. No doubt it had once held a glass font for
whale oil, He was, for Jim, almost voluble concerning it and
gave a straightforward account. "My great-grandfather was named
McKay, Thomas McKay. He came from Scotland, Aberdeen, I think it
was, where he had served his apprenticeship building steam en-
gines. As a young man, the company he was working for sent him
to Fort Vancouver to help install and troubleshoot the engines
in the Hudson Bay ships. He stayed on in the employ of Hudson
Bay as an engineer or fireman or repair man of some sort. This
was sometime in the 18L0's; my grandmother was born in 18L9, and
she had an older brother." (No mention was made of the race nor
ancestry of the children's mother.) "Some time or other a Hudson
Bay boat burned, either intentionally after being grounded or
accidentally fired and grounded in a salvage attempt. Great-
grandfather McKay salvaged hardware from the burned boat and
built a small boat for himself for use on Puget Sound. He ran
it for a while, then he got drowned, and the boat passed to his
son, who had a farm near Cowlitz. The son removed all the sal-
vagable hardware and the engine. He sold the hull as a barge
and the engine to a mine operator to run the pumps. Along in
the 1880's or early 1890's the son built a small steamboat,

not much more than a launch, to operate on the Columbia and Cow-
litz Rivers hauling farm products and so on. He used the same
hardware from the old boats, and a threshing machine engine.

3o



The boat did not prove either seaworthy or economical, so it
was burned after the engine and hardware were removed. The
engine was later used in a sawmill; this lamp is one of the
old original Hudson Bay boat fittings."

Could the Hudson's Bay boat have been the Seabird, wrecked near
Vietoria in 18587

A year later the last to date of his gratuities appeared, with
an apology for its poor condition. This was a round silk fan
painted in a romantic scene of a lord and ladies and gypsy for-
tune teller, the artist A. Laurance. It is, as he observed,
well-worn and grimy. "It was given to Old Madame," he ex-
plained. "She treasured it." He very nearly refused to reply
when his man pursued the lead respectfully., "It was a gift to
cherish. 0ld Madame Who?" After a long, tense pause, Jim
answered shortly, "Name was Laframboise."

wad ¥ el b
Old Madame Laframboise.  Jas. She the Emelie Picard, wife of
Michel, whose love of finery was chronicled by Elijah White,
riding out with the fur train in feathers and blue broadecloth
and bells, aged sixteen® , I do not know when she died, only that

she outlived her husband.” /D6 H5Y bEC@dntsrned, Jim; this F,u}g “QV%\Z}‘

better cared for than in a barrel in a barn loft. What other tacle § o

\' chapter will never be publiec. The things you part with will be aujﬁveé

treasures may not that trove contain!
aréss.

* ¥ % [ en#??

Little by little the family history unfolds with successive
gifts; it is unfolding still. Jim's mother died in a nursing
home in March, 1964, quite aged. "She slept a great deal of the
time. One night she went to sleep and didn't wake up." Soon
after, Jim, who must have been clearing up her things, gave his
man two pictures. He had had a few drinks and talked quite
readily about the pictures and the family back of them. The girl
in the Civil War era taffeta dress and the little parasol was
p his grandmother, born in 1849, the daughter of steamfitter Thomas
p&4b£” VeKay, ohe was educated at the Cowlitz Mission; hers ig the

( slate I have. : ed
ey —on Freneh—Prairie; where one child; Jim's mother, was borm,

e, probably in the 1870's or 1880's, Here Desriviere drops out of -

] .

Vi
%3JWJ’ -The—grandmotheT then married a Laframboise, son of Michel and
—Emelie—101d-Madame!'Picards—Hiz is the picture in—the worn-
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A few months before her death, Jim showed his mother the picture
from LaBonte's album, that of the chesty Frenchman with his
native wife and small baby. She said it "looked like Emelie
Laframb01s, the man she dldn't know” Emei:e—wuu;dﬂxnmrheen

aBonte II.

In his mother's Bible he came across an embroidered bookmark
and a ring of black hair. "I know nothing of their history, "
.he said. "I remember dimly a sort of family legend about a girl
who died in her teens; there might be some connection there.®

The girl would probably have been a Laframboise. The embroid-
ery is the 1850-1860 sort made in cross-stitch on a perforated
/) card, like the “God Bless Our Home" mottoes that used to hang

. over doorways. This bookmark, no doubt made at school under the
«WWk/ careful eye of the Sisters, is so delicately worked in fine silk

that it must be examined to make sure it is not painted. Half

of it is missing. The part that is left reads "Love', and the

lost half may have read "God#, which would have been about the

right length for a bookmark. &im kept the lock of hair and the

Bible, which was in English, but gave his listener the embroid-

erye.

0f a fountain pen of early model he said it had belonged to
Emelie Laframboise, "0ld ladame". "Of course she was literatel"
he said with some surprise at the question. "Her Bible was in
English. She read both i“nglish and French." Emelie had been
married at sixteen, in 1837, or it may have been even earlier,
fur trader fashion. %Where she got her education is something
of a puzzle. dJim-never-mentiens-her. going East toschool; as
-he—probably-would-had-she—done—se., Beaver'!s school at Fort
Vancouver is as good a guess as any, since 'one third of the
school" was girls when he took over in 1836, Emelie may have
attended the Company school under previous teachers also.

She used to tell Jim's mother, her grand-daughter of sorts,
how they made light in the early days "when she was first married',
Candles were expensive and the common people had no suitable fat
nor knowledge of home candle-making. Instead, they peeled small
cattail stems and pushed out the pith in a long core. Any small
dish or container, usually a clamshell, held fish oil into
which one end of the wick dipped while the other end rested on
the rim.

Everybody had brick outdoor ovens, she said. Bread was baked on
stone shelves around the edge after the fire had been pulled out.
A long wooden shovel (peel) was used in the process.



Vichel Laframboise had a set of Maison Rustique books which found
their way into our library in 1965, Jim thought they had been
jssued to him by the HBC in order that he might act as a sort of
unofficial agricultural agent amongst his illiterate neighbors,
but I doubt it. As "B, Delorme! is written on the flyleaf of
volume four, it seems more likely the books were brought by that
priest when he came to Oregon from Belgium in 1847, and that in
some way they were passed on to Laframboise.

(Father Delorme went to the gold fields in California with the
Prairie men as their spiritual advisor. He contracted the plague
along with the rest, and was near death at one time, but even-
tually recovered and returned to the Prairie, where he was pastor
at Saint Paul's in 1853-8 and again from 1871 on.)

The discussion of the books opened the way for a direct question
about how Emelie learned to read and write. Jim gave the matter
some thought, then said family legend said that Michel taught
her, One winter they were snowed in somewhere for the whole
season, during which time he taught his wife to read and write.
She must have had plenty of native intelligence to master both
English and French in one winter, unless she had a previous foun-
dation, or she may have continued learning as her children grew.,

During the last few months Jim produced a set of planes, of which
he claimed to know nothing except that "they came from the loft,
They are thin hardwood frames with removable steel blades held

in place by wedges, four in the set. Evidently they were used

in beading or grooving cabinet work, and although rusty, are in
good usable condition, and show, by sweat and grease marks,

the position of the workman's fingers and thumb as he used them,
Later he added a tremendous, well-beat shake froe to the set.

The final toof to cross the desk has been thus far unidentifi-
ables "I don't know what it was used for, " said Jim. =I know
what we used it for--—stirring soap—but I don't think that was
what It was made fore." It looks like nothing so much as a

home made assagai pierced with thirteen holes, a ridiculous
thought. Various historiged-buffs have shaken their heads over
it. One group, after much merry speculation, soberly pronounced
it a wife-beater.
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o MICHEL LAFRAMBOISE o W

The first ancestor of this family in Cenzda is Pierre De Noyon dit La=-
framboise (old documents also show: Pierre De Voyon), born in 1682 or so,
son of Léonard De Noyon and Anne Le Tay, of St-Martin de Poitiers, France,
who came in Canada in the early 1700's. In Montrsal, on May 24, 1706, he
married Jeanne Provost, and the couple had 7 children. The family spent
many years at St-Laurent, nsar Montreel, where Jeanne Provost died and was
buried 24 February 1755. Pierre De Noyon dit Laframboise, also died and was
buried at St.Laurent 11 October 1758,

*

Pierre and Jeanne Provost had three sons to get married:

1. Nicolag, born in 1713; married at St~Laurent de Montrial 1 August
1735 to Cundgonde Langlois, daughter of Antoine Lan-
glois. Amongts their children, there was a son Antoine,

born at St.Laurent de Montrial 12 June 1756.

2. Louis-Laurent, born in 1720; married in Montreal 28 August 1741 to
Louise Langevin, daughter of Antoine Langevin; they
raized a family of at least twelve children: seven
sons and four girls.

3. Jean-Baptiste, born in 1731; married at St-Laurent de Montréal 5
March 1753 to Angélique Germain, daughter of Frangois
Germsin. Out of their five children, they were two sons.

Michel Laframboise, your great grandfather, is certainly the grandson
of either Nicolas, Louis-Laurent or Jeesn-Baptiste Lafremboise. And Michel
Laframboise is certainly born at St-Laurent de Montréal., Unfortunately our
sources of informations stop in 1760 in Quebec city. P

Michel Laframboise appears under number Gl in the official list of people
in the Columbia for Winter 1813-1814, according to the Hudson Bay Company
Archives, F4/6l, fos. 6-7d (cf. B.C. Payette, The Orepn Country under the
Union Jackp page 189). If Michel Laframboise was about 22 years old in 1313,
this would place his birth around 1790 or so. His name also appears in the
1list of persons employed by the HBC in North Amarica, from June 1, 1821 to
June 1, 1824. (cf. Payette, Id., page 620).

We suggest that you write to Mr J.-J. Lefebvre, Chief Archivist, Court
House, Montreal, and ask him to kindly have a search made in the Registers ..
of St.Laurent between 17862 to 1792 to find the birth certificate of Michel
Laframboise. You will then have the names of his father and mother.

/4\; ez '/fi"b/l’ i e
ROLAND=-J , AUGER,Jgenealbgist

Quebec City, 1 June 1965

!
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In a telephonékgonversation today Bill was quite expansive
and I feel he told me all he knew on the subjects I asked
him about.

l. Who was Des Rivers -- his grandfather?

He was a French-Canadian but not a Hudson's Bay man =-
he came later. He was a sort of blacksmith-carpeynter.
He had worked on boat construction and was killed in some
sort of a construction accident shortly after Bill's mother
was born -- 1873. It was somewhere about Woodburn and Bill
thought it may have been on railroad construction but waan't
sure.

2. When did Michael LaFranbois live on a farm at Vagncouver?

There was a little confusion here but it appears that
"o0ld Michael™ probably never lived there except in a transient
nature. He had some land on what is now known as LaFrambois
Boad in the Fruit Valley area which he "18t" to a son also
named Ximaxix Michael. Michael (young) farmed this land and
after Michael (old) died it appears that the farm was actually
owned by Emily LaF. but young Micahel ran it and they built
a house on the farm near where the present Vancouver city
limits intersect LaFranbois Road.

3., How did Bill's grandmother know the LaF.'s?

After his grandmother became a widow she moved up near
Cowlitg to be near her relatives. While Emily LaF, was at
the mission (or at least in that area) the priests put her
in contact with the widow DesRivers. Emily LaF. hired her
as more or less of a companion and helper. Bill's grandmother
and mother (who was quite young) went to the LaF, farm at
Vancouver to live., After they had been there but a short time
young Michael and Bill's grandmother were married. The LaF.
girls (daughters of Emily) were mortified at their brother
marrying a "servant-girl"™ and since young Michael was support-
ing the family Bill's grandmother - the erstwhile "servant-
girl" assumed a position of some authority over them. Emily
seems to have backed her up all the way because Michael
(young) could do no wrong. Michael (young) begat a bunch of
kids which were mixed in with the youngest of Micahel (elder's)
kids. Emily seems to have insisted that all be treated exactly
equally =~ including Bill's mother -~ same clothes, schoocling,
discipline, attention, and all. Emily sounds as though she
was a strong matriarch! Emily's children gradully left home
-- married, etc. Bill's mother remembered Emily as a very
outspoken person with a great deal of intelligence and gf¢
determination -- quite fair and kind until someone crosseﬁJ
her -- then she became vindictive and sneakily underhanded
to get her way and to protect her precious Michael (younger).
On the whole Bill's mother lovey} her as a person very much but

was not blind to her shortcomings. She always treated Bill's




mother very well -- very kindly -- and the girl was gf the
apple of Michael's (younger) eye who, if anything, gave her
more affection that he did his own children though he lovei
all children and would give them all anything they wanted

-- teased them a lot but would give in in the end, Apparantly
Michael (younger) was not a strong personality -- he was so
completely domindted by Emily LaF. The big splits in the
family largely occurred because Emily doted so heavily on
Michael (younger) and would hold a grudge at anyone that held
a different opinion than she did. She was mad at most of her
own children when she didd -- about 1890-95., Michael $younger)
got all the property she had. Emily was buried in a small
family plot on the farm but she was later moved -- he doesn't
know where. Michael (younger) diéd soon after and was buried
there likewise. Bill's grandmosher lived until about 1914.
Emily's children cleimed they should have gotten some of
Emily's estate., When Bill's grandmother diéd all of her
chiluren shared equally but Bill's aunts and uncles felt

that since it was LaF. property they should get it all rather
than sharing with Bill's mother,

L. Did he know Where Micheal (elder) house was on French
Y4#1 Prairie?

Not exactly -- it was about 3 or 3/4 of a mile west
of Champoeg and Wwhile bill's mother had never known the
place she could describe it from Emily's description. It
sat on a knoll some distance from tqs%;éy r -=- the highest
piece of ground the road and’ th iver becasue Michael
(old) was 'afraid of high water. The house faced the road.
There was a small creek nearby which was deepenéd and dammmd
to water the stock -- the barn was right beside it. The
barn was log but the house was made of lumber -- two storied
on the front with a big porch and a long single story part
going out behind., The parlor wkent clear across the front
of the house with a big fireplace opposite the door from
the porch. They had faikly close HgIP{ neighbors -- two of
them and the door was always open to all that want to stop.
It was apparantly a very popular place. As nearly as Bill
could remember it this is the way his mother used to tell
it as a quote from Emily in her mixed up French and English
-- complete with accents, etec.:

"We used to get together and bake bread -- we had a big
big oven! all the womens they would bring their dough and
we would bake and bake and bake. Thef men were doing
butchering them. When the day was over we would all eat
hot breaed and butter with blood pudding, brains and fresh
"leever". That was,always the time to show off your best
pickles and /jas® and when the men started drinking their
"big" wine and smoking their pipes and talking their big
talk and telling their lies was the time to bring out the
pickled amd marinated birds from the year before -- the
\_Egst piece was breast of duck marinated in vinegar, salt,



and sweet red wine. The young peoples used to like to get
get a dance going sometimes but they had to be careful that
the priest didn't know about it before. (At the dances the
boys and girls never came in couples.) It maybe planned for
a couple of weeks but it had to appear very casual and spur-
of=the-moment, The house was always clean like a tooth and
Monsuer and Madame would be sitting on the porch or somethings
like that when a young fellow would drop by to ask Monseur's
opinion about something that he didn't really care anything
about. Soon some other young fellows would wide up and they
would arrange a race -- always winding up in fromtof the
selected house agains and always asking the Monseur to call
who the winner was. Some filles would have wandered by by
that time and they would stop on the porth with Monseur and
Madame to wateh the race. The boys they yelled a lot., Then
every boy would tease every girl. Monseur would then invite
all to taste his wine and roast some apples in the fire or
fireplace. Then the Monseur would start a song -- he had a
good and strong voice and knew all kinds of songs =-- he could
sing for hours -~ but he would get the young peoples to sing
too. Then while some sang some would dance -- then Monseur
and Madame would quietly leave from the s ight but not from
the sound., The little children were sent to bed. When it
was lave enoush HA/YWIA/AIYS/Asiie/I918/HIRLIL/SRASRL
Monsuer would always serve cold meats, cakes, dried fruit,
bread, "barley-water", etec. They, Monseur and Madame would
"escort" the visiting girls home in a horse drawn wagon or
cart but most of the girls really walked home hg#ging onto

a boy's arm and leading the horse of the boy -- not so far
from the ¢art to cause gossip but far enoughf to make sweet
talk -- and all the time Monseul and Madame looked straight

ahead andiizif.nothing.“



Notes from Kepfleur

At first Emelie made dolls for their girls; later on both the
girls and she made dolls for Christmas for children on the
Prairie. The boys provided leather, whittled out azrms and
legs of wood, while the girls made bodies of tamned leather,
about twelve inches tall., One was still extant in Bill's
childhoods He remembered it was loaded with sand at the bot~
tom, then stuffed with feathers and "some sweet-smelling
substance", with a stick through the body into the head. He
used to chew the doll for the pleasant smell. The head was
made of rawhide, stretched and dried over something round,
the features tooled into the hide. The eyes were deepset
blue beads, endwise, the face painted white (?), and the hair
left on one side of the head, like cat fur. The dolls were
distributed at Christmas time along with Michel's cart loads
of meat and provisions.

iGrandma" said Michel had made doll houses for his girls,
which they always preferred to the boughten houses that came
later.

Among other unseen but reported possessions of Michel is his
domino set of ivory. It appears dominoes was a great favor-
ite pastime. :



LaFramboise and David Douglas in the Umpqua Country
1826
Oregon Historical Quarterly #6 p.93

Douglas wrote: (condensed) "Reached camp at dusk, where I
found Ifichel LaFramboise, our Cheenook interpreter, and an
Indian boy, who told me that the savages had been very trou-
blesome ever since our brigade of hunters had left him some
days ago. The former kindly assisted me to pitch my tent,
and gave me a little weak spirits and watery, with a basin of
tea, made from some that he had brought from Fort Vancouver,
and which greatly refreshed me. Rain very heavy. Sunday,
29 October, 1826"

Deliofras, OHQ # 26, p. 168, lists LaFrambois as having one
mill, :




Laframboise on the Farm

April 1 1966

In a telephdne and personal conversation today Bill was quite expan-
sive and I feel he told me all he knew on the subjects I asked him
about. Adrian R. Munnick

1) Who was DesRivieres, his grandfather?

He was a French Canadian but not a Hudson's Bay man--he came
later. He was a sort of blacksmith-carpenter. He had worked on
boat construction and was killed in some sort of construction ac-
cident shortly after Bill's mother (Rose Marie) was born--1873.

It was somewhere around Woodburn and Bill thought it might have been
on railroad construction but wasn't sure.

2) VWhen did Michel LaFramboise live on the farm at Vancouver?

There was a little confusion here but it appears that "old Michel®
probably never lived there except in a transient way. He had some
land on what is now known as LaFramboise Road in the Fruit Valley
area which he "let" to a son, also named Michel., Michel II farmed
this land and after Michel I died it appears that the farm was ac-
tually loaned by Emilie LaFramboise, but young lichel ran it and
they built a house on the farm near whe present Vancouver city Lim-
its intersect LaFramboise Road.

3) How did Bill's grandmother,the licKay-DesRivieres girl, come to
know the LaFramboise's?

After his grandmother became a widow she moved up near Cowlitz
to be near her licKay relatives. While Emelie LaFramboise was at
the Mission, or at least in that area, the priests put her in con-
tact with the widow DesRivieres. Emelie LaFramboise hired her more
or less as a companion and helper. Bill's grandmother and mother,
who was quite young, went to the LaFramboise farm at Vancouver to
live. After they had been there but a short time young Michel and
Bill's grandmother were married. The LaFramboise girls, daughters
of Emelie, were mortified at their hrother marrying a "servant girl"
and since young Michel was supporting the family, Bill's grand-
mother, the erstwhile "servant girl", assumed a position of some
authority over them. Emelie seems to have backed her up all the
way, because young Michel could do no wrong. He begat a bunch of 3
kids which were mixed in with the youngest of Michel the Elder's kids.
Emelie seems to have insisted that all be treated exactLy.equally—-
including Bill's mother--same clothes, schooling, discipline, atT
tention, and all. Emelie sounds as though she was a strong mgtrlarchl
Emelie's children gradually left home, married, and so on. Bill's
mother remembered Emelie as a very outspoken person with a grea@
deal of intelligence and determination, quite fair and kind until



someone crossed her; then she became vindictive and sneakily
underhanded to get her way and to protect her precious son
Michel., On the whole, Bill's mother loved her as a person
very much but was not blind to her shortcomings. She always
treated Bill's mother very well, very kindly, and the girl
was the apple of young Michel's eye;;he gave her, if anything,
more affection than he did his own children, though he loved
all children and would give them anything they wanted--teased
them a lot but would give in in the end. Apparently he was
not a strong personality, being so completely dominated by
his mother. The big splits in the family largely occured be-
cause BEmelie doted so heavily on Michel and would hold a grudge
at anyone that held a different opinion than she did. She
was mad at most of her own children when she died, about 1890-
1895, Michel the Younger got all the property she had. She
was was buried on a small family plot on the farm but was
later moved, Bill doesn't know where. Her son Michel died
soon aftér and was buried there likewise. Bill's grandmother
(his widow) lived until about 191L. Emelie's children claimed
they should have gotten some of Emelie's estate. When his
widow died all of her children shared equally with Bill's
aunts and uncles, but they felt that since it was LaFramboise
property they should get it all rather than sharing with
Bill's mother.

i) Did he know where Michel, the Elder's, house was on French
Prairie?

Not exactly; it was about a half or three quarters of a
mile west of Champoeg, and while Bill's mother had never known
the place she could describe it from Emelie's stories. It
sat on a knoll some distance from the river, the highest piece
of ground near the road and away from the river, because old
Michel was afraid of high water. The house faced the road.
There was a small creek nearby which was deepened and dammed
to water the stocks The barn was right beside it. The barn
was log, but the house was made of lumber, two storied on the
front with a big porch and a long single story part going
out behind. The parlor went clear across the front of the
housewith a big fireplace opposite the door from the porch.
They had fairly close neighbors, two of them, and the door
was always open to all that wanted to stop. It was apparently
a very popular place. As nearly as Bill could remember it
(and he has almost "total recall'), this is the way his mother
used to tell it as a quote from Emelie in her mixed up French
and English, complete with accents and pantomime, for Bill
is an excellent mimic:



.

"We used to get together and bake bread--we had a big big ovend
All the womens, they would brigh their dough and we would

bake and bake.The men were doing butchering then. When the
day was over we would all eat hot bread and butter Afd with
blood pudding, brains, and fresh Leever. That was always the
time to show off your best pickles and preserves, and when the
men started drinking their "big wine" and smoking their pipes
and talking their big talk and telling their lies was the time
to bring out the pickled and marinated birds from the year
before--the best piece was breast of duck marinated in vénegar,
salt, and sweet red w1né.

"The young peoples used to like to get a dance going sometimes
but they had to be careful that the priest didn't know about
it beforefigfdd. At the dances the boys and girls never came in
couples, It maybe planned for a couple of weeks but it had to
appear very casuval and spur-of-the-moment. The house was always
clean like a tooth and Monsieur and Madame would be sitting on
the porch or somethings like that when a young fellow would
drop by to ask Monsieur's opinion about something that he didn't
really care anything about. Soon some other young fellows
would ride up and they would arrange a race, always winding

up in front of the selected house agains and always asking the
Monsieur to call who the winner was. Some filles would have
wandered by by that time and they would stop on the porch
with Monsieur and Madame to watch the races, The boys they
yelled a lot. Then every boy would tease every girl. Monsiew
would then invite all to taste his wine and roast some apples
in the fire or fireplace. Then Monsieur would start a song-—-—
he had a good and strong voice and knew all kinds of songs—-
he could sing for hours--but he would get the young peoples

to sing too. Then while some sang some would dance, then
Monsieur and Madame would quietly leave from the sight but

not from the sound. The little children were sent to bed.
When it was late enough Monsieur would always serve cold
meats, cakes, dried fruit, bread, barley-water, and so on.
Then Monsieur and Madame would "escort" the visiting girls
home in a horse drawn wagon or cart, but most of the girls
really walked home hanging onto a boy's arm and leading the
horse of the boy, not so far from the cart to cause gossip

but far enough to make sweet talk-—and all the time Monsieur
and Madame looked straight ahead and bedrd nothing."



01d Michel suffered a stroke about two years before his death.

This probably explains the sale of his 6L0 acres in 1857 and 1859,

as well as his mark "X" on the papers. As to where the family
lived during these remaining two years, Bill was not sure, but
he said he recalled dimly some mention of living with a newly
married daughter.a It would seem most likely the daughter would
have been Josette, the eldest, married to Louis Labonte II in
1858 and living at Champoeg at the time of the flood. Michel
was dead the spring before that event, and probably Emilie and
the family had gone to the son at Vancouver. The Labontes
"lost all they had", according to lrs. Riner (if she is the
daughter in question) but A great amount of LaFramboise mater-
ial remains.

Did Michel attend McLoughlin's funeral in Oregon City in 18577
He had no idea, Bill said, but probably he did. McLoughlin
sometimes came down to the LaFramboise farm to spend a few
days, but not his wife, whom Emelie did not care for, feeling
she was "uppish"., The Prairie men, who would not dream of
visiting McLoughlin at his home in Oregon City, rallied around
at LaFramboise's house happily., The family and their guest
all attended church at St. Paul on Sunday. The children did
not.care for McLoughlin, no doubt being too much in awe of him.

Was LaFramboise religious, a pillar in the church? "That bull-
shitter? NOI" sail Bill. But he was always on good terms with
the priest, and although he was a sharp trader with the Amer-
icans, slickering them whenever he could, he was the soul of
generosity with his French neighbors. Whenever a family in
need came to the attention of the priest, he would merely send
an Indian with a cart round to LaFramboise for a load of sup-
plies for an "unknown" poor family. Michel had so instructed
the priest; he did not want to know.

Christmas was a different thing. At that season 0ld Michel
himself mounted his high, two wheeled car@l and drove around the
whole settlement distributing "Christmas gifts" of provisions—-
squashes, corn, meat, all sorts of produce in abundance. A
poor family might recieve a quarter of beef, or if the family
was large, even a half. Distances were long, roads bad, and
there had to be much visiting along with the gifts, so that

it sometimes took a month to make the rounds.

At first Emelie had made dolls for their girls; later on the
girls themselves helped make dolls for the Christmas distribu-
tion. The young folks made something of a bee of it; the boys
provided leather and whittled out wooden arms and legs while
the girls stitched up bodies out of tanned leather, like deer-
skin. The dolls were about 12" high, and made to sit up by
loading the bottoms with something heavy, like sand. The rest
of the stuffing was feathers and some sort of sweet smelling




herb designed to make the dolls more attractive. One battered
old doll still remained in Bill's childhood. He did not care

for it--"The leather tasted bad." Through a split in the stitch-
ing he sometimes got a faint odor from the "sweet smelling herbs,"
A stich ran up through the body into the head, which was made

of rawhide leather molded over something round. (My own idea
would be the stick had a knob on the end to keep the head in
shape.) The features were tooled into the hide, with eye-
sockets set deep, so that the eyes, which were large blue beads
glued in endwise to make pupils, were not on the surface but

in natural position. The faces were painted white and colored,
he thought, but on the one he remembered the paint was so worn
and peeling it was hard to say. The head was apparently made

of two pieces of leather or skin, the one in the back being

of fur still left on; this "hair" got worn off, inevitably.

Emelie used to say that Michel had made a doll house for his
little girls and their leather dolls,and that later on, when
they had china dolls, they still seemed to prefer the home made
ones in the dollhouse.

(We picked up part of a doll's china teapot at the house site.)




A few days after hearing Bill's foregoing report, we inves-
tigated the site. From a land map Helen once copied and from
the contour of the land, there seemed to be no question about
the spot. The little creek drains out of Ady's Lake, a thin
deep meander lake like a sudden gash in the silted fields.
The Knoll is a sharp little rise or ridge. At the end abowe
the lake we found a great concentration of bricks somewhat
removed from the greatest concentration of earthenware
shards, and thought of Emelie's "big big" oven. The house
seems to have stood exactly where Bill said it did and the map
has it, between the river and the o0ld "race track!" road.

A few firs stand between the site and the rim of the lake,
and several fine large oaks, if standing in those days,would
have been at the side of the front yard. The view in front
is one of sweeping grain fields on rising gromdd in front,
and behind the little creek and another rolling ridge between
the house and the tree bordered river.

The "two neighbors" closest were probably the Longtains on
the east and the Despards on the west, both near, and both

with large families of about the same age as LaFramboise's
oWn.
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LaFramboise in California--1638
Synopsis of Douglas's letter of Oct, 18-21, 1838, to HBC Commite

The Cadboro left Vancouver the first of lay with supplies for
the Southern Trappers under LaFramboise, in California. They
were to rendezvous in Trinidad Bay. The Cadboro remained in
Trinidad until July 8, without receiving any word of the trap-
pers, whereupon it turned around to sail back.

In the meantime, the Southern Trappers had reached the Bona-
ventura Valley the 15th of November the previous year (1837)
after a slow trip down because of the weakened condition of
their horses. The Séasta Indians gave no trouble. LaFram-
boise had been instructed to explore and hunt the Feather River
but by this time the snow in the mountains was too deep to
crosse. He therefor hunted that winter in the low regions around
San Francisco Bay. Winter camp was established at the junction
of the Feather ,nd Sacremento Rivers. GCame was scarce and the
Wweather inclement, but otherwise the winter was uneventful, and
the hunt successful. On May 1, 1838, they broke up winter
camp and proceeded to the sea coast, fourteen days, but at a
point 100 miles south of Trinidad. They were entirely unfam—
iliar with the seacoast, hence the mistake.,

They remained at the coast until June 6th, with no word from
the Cadboro. ILaFramboise then moved his camp back 30 miles

and instructed his men to remain there until August lst, while
he and seven others went by land back to Vancouver to find out
the situation. If he was not back by August 1, they were to

go back to the Bonaventura region and he would meet them there
later, LaFramboise and his seven men reached Vancouver on July 9,
before the return of the Cadboro, causing alarm on the account
of the ship's safety. Douglas immediately started outfitting
LaFramboise for a return trip by land with supplies for his men,
and at the same time sent down to Fort George at the mouth of
the Columbia supplies for the Cadboro, in case of her arrival,
so that she coupd put back to sea at once without coming all
the way to Vancouver. Fortunately, word came that the ship had
reached Fort George before LaFramboise set out by land, so he
and licleod joined the ship and sailed south.

They headed for Cape Mendocino, and scouted all along the coast
southward, but got no replies to their signals, so decided the
men had retired to the Bonaventura. The ship decided to anchor
as near as possible, while LaFramboise and his men went inland
to find his party and bring them back to the ship for supplies.
The nearest safe harbor was near Fort Ross, the Hussian poste
They were uncertain of their welcome, but found the Governor of




of the Russian American Colonies, who happened to be visiting
aboard a Russian ship at the time, cordial enough. "On his
Excellency's ascertaining that Captain Michel (LaFramboise ) was
on board the Cadboro, he expressed a great curiosity to see the
person so celebrated in California, and Captain Michel, no

ways deficient in tact, during a subsequent interview, took the
liberty of intreating his fxcellency's aid in enabling him to
rejoin his people, and with much address obtained the loan of
twelve horses. That number being inadequate to the purpose, o
the rest were obtained from the Spanish Governor and LaFram-
boise, with ten men, met his men on the Feather River and hurried
them and the winter's catch of furs down to the coast. The got
supplies for another year and returned to the interior for an-
other hunt, not returning to Vancouver at all. They were to
Rendezvous at Trinidad (now well Xnown to LaFramboise) the fol-
lowing May (1839), get supplies, and put in a third season on
the Bonaventura, as hunting was good,

Hudson's Bay Record Society Publications, Vol. LV (19L1)
licLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, First Series 1825-38
Pages 252-li and 208-90 (Oregon City Libr,ry)
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LaFramboise in California

From Oregon Historical Quarterly, March, 1936, Vol 37, P 9 ff.
"Hudson's Bay Company in California", Alice B. Maloney

P,11 Ewing Young, in the fall of 1832, found the San Joachin .
already hunted, and on the American River met Michel (LaFram-
boise) with a large force of HBC trappers.

p.12 Hall Kelly, the American promoter, on his way north

to Oregon from Mexico in the autwmn of 183k, was overtaken ;

by LaFramboise and party coming from the south. L. breudd him on im,
sl v hankless

pe 12 In June, 1835, it was reported that LaFramboise had

headquarters on an island in the Sacramento River, and in

November of that same year LaFramboise was warned to keep

out by Vallejo.

P.12 The Columbia trappers and traders usually retired in
summer northward, to return in September. Vallejo speaks of
orders of the government known to LaFramboise the year before
(183L) against taking beaver, but in a spirit of hospitality
he offered to permit a temporary encampment at Sonoma; other-
wise the Frenchman must retire within twenty four hours or

be treated as a smuggler.

P.13 J.A.Forbes, an Englishman who had come to California

in 1831, took charge of the California department of the HBC
in 1836, The near@st outpost of the company was at French Camp,
, near the present city of Stockton. It was the policy of the
Company to keep its trspppers away from setfflements, Lafram-
boise is named as the founder of the settlement . . . (he)
gave the French name Buttes to the rocky hills in the Sacra-
mento valley. Pierre Lebec, one of LaFramboise's trappers,
left his name to mark the site of a fatal encounter with a
grigzzley. In the Pioneer Museum at Stockton, an early map of
the townsite of Castoria (French Camp) has a reserve on the
creek marked Trappers Landing, and a square in the town's
center is set aside as a fur traders' rendezvouss

P.1 In 1840 John Sutter . . . wrote Fort Vancouver forbid-
ding the return of LaFramboise. Warnings meant little to lLa
Framboise, who was a seasoned trader, interpreter, diplomat,
at times a spy, and at all times a leader and enemy to be
feared. No man could rival him in knowledge of trails and
tribes.

James Douglas . . « came to Galifornia in January, 1840, with
the ship Columbia and a venture of goods. He had a confer-
ence with Alvarado (Gov.) regarding the trapping parties of
his firm, and notes in his report: The first topic intro-
duced was a delicate one relating to our party under Lafram-
boise, who have for several years been trapping in the valley
of Tulares. Alvarado, on Jan. l, wrote the alcalde at San



Francisco Bay to urge him to cause the withdrawal of LaFram-
boise until a decision was reached. The terms of the agreement
permitted the Company to bring in thirty trappers at the prin-
ciple ports of entry. The trappers must become liexican cit~
izens and conform to the laws of the country. The Company

was to pay a tax of two shillings sixpence on every skin taken.
Douglas claimed no profit could be made unless the trappers
were allowed to range the whole country,whereas Vallejo wished
to restrict them to the territory west of the Sacramento. The
matter seems to have been left in abeyance, with the result
that the trappers ranged wherever possible, and the weak gow-
ernment did nothing.

Before returning north, Douglas negotiated terms by which the
HBC would be permitted to establish a post within the port

of San Francisco; also that their vessels might engage in

the California trade if put under the Mexican flag and their
commanders naturalized. This agreement was approved by C.F.
licLoughlin, and a commercial establishment was set up at Yerba
Buena in 18L41. The Company confined itself in the main to
wholesale trades

Continued negotiations and arbitrations between the company
ad the California govermment were in progress during the years
following the opening of the trading post.

Sutter has left a description of the Spanish (?) brigadeen-
camped on the American River:

The HBC sent every year a party of trappers who took a
great quantity of furs. Their women, who Were squaws
and half-breeds, made moccasins and shirts and panta-
loons/gpf ofdressed deerskins, which were greatly in
demand. I bought large quantities of this clothing
from them, only they could not sell furs. This was con-
sidered a great crime by the HBC. They might sell deer-
skin, but not beaver or otter.

The HBC used to send their trappers down from the north.
They would enter the valley of California in the fall
and leave in the spring, hunting and trapping during the
winter. The men were chiefly Canadians, half-breeds
and Indians. They came and went in large crowds. When
they pitched their tents it was like a vallage. In
every one of these companies was the leader, an agent
of the HBC to whom the trpppers delivered their furs and
from whom they obtained supplies. This leader's name
was LaFramboise. He came every year for four or five
yearse.



I qid not think it right for them to carry off furs in
th1§ manner. They also bought stolen horses from the
Indlgns. *+ + o« An export duty was placed on furs . . .
so high that it ceased to be profitable. So the HBC

abandoned the Valley of California and there were no trappers
but my men,

%arsh{ apother Californian, complained about the HBC trappers.

The Meglcan government could not prevent their coming, and
after his (Marsh) arrival, he cut into their trade by giving
the th}rsty trappers arguemfiiente in exchange for furs. -
Frmaboise was then their leader and he caused Marsh a good
deal o? trouble by buying mustangs that the Indians had stolen
from his corrals.™ (Lyman, John Marsh, Pioneer.)

As the fur trade to California decreased in importance, Sim-

- son com plained to McLoughlin, who replied that he had been
obliged to get LaFramboise out of virtual retirement in 1842

to conduct the trip, "but the conduct of the men was =o bad
that under no consideration would Mr., LaFramboise return. He
had only promised to go for one trip. 'I am', said Mr, La
Framboise, "through the Mercy of God come back safe because

I gave way to my men; if I had assumed the tone of a master

I would have been murdered by them. I will not venture again.'™®

As pressure from citizens, govermment, and Sutter inceeased
to force out the HBC from California, Sutter was asked by
Micheltoreno (?) to come to his aid in 1843, Rae, of HBC
backed Alvarado, who lost. In Sutter's list of men in 18&5
"we find Michel LaFramboise. His presence there is unex-
plained.” (lMaloney) Rae comitted suicide January 19, 1845
LaFramboise is said to have journeyed from French Camp to
aid Rae's widow and to assist in handling the business of
the company. (Dye)




Hudson's Bay Record Society Publications
McLoughlin's Letters, Series II 1839-18hlL '

P25

(n the 22nd of June (1840) Mr. LaFramboise and party arrived
(from California). fTHe profit on the hunt of the party is
within a few pounds of the same amount as in 1639(980 plus
pounds). It was intended to have sent another in charge of
the party but we had so much business to attend that I could
not spare an officer and I prevailed on lMr. Laframboise to
continue in charge. On the 23rd he left with a party of 2L
men to hunt south of the Umpqua and to be here in June next.

P, 251 March 23, 1841

(Douglas to McLoughlin, who.was absent. Douglas had been to
California to treat with the Mexicans about rights, etc.)
Respecting the other matters connected with this voyage, it
only remains for me state that I succeeded in purchasing 661
cows @ 5 and 6 dollars a head, and 3670 choice ewes @ 2 dol-
lars each, payable in equal amounts of goods and cash; these,
with some diminution through accidents on their route into
the Beunaventura, where I left them, in the carly days of this
menth, are now journeying towards this paace, and L am in
hopes they will arrive here before the middle of June.

P, 39 May 2l, 18l :

Of course as yet we have no account of Merre lMcKay, Lafram-

boise, and Steel with the sheep and cows, it is yet too soone.
; MCL .

P81 Oct. 31, 1842

The California party under Mr. Ermitinger made poorly out, but
still by letting those men hunt in this vicinity, they would
be tampered with by out opponents, I sent them back to hunt in
the Bay of St. Francisco under the charge of “r, Laframboise,
and it is probable they will remain out two yearse.

P, 123, Hov, 15, 1843

They sent their winter hunt to St. Francisco to lr. Rae, who
sent it here by the Vancouver. The party arrived here the 10
ultimo; they made but a poor spring hunt, which they sent to
Mr. Rae, however, the expedition will pay, and has accomplished
the object I had in view, and this winter they will hunt about
the Umpqua.

P, 194 July L, 184l

I have not heard from Mr. Rae since May, 1843, when our party
left there to come here, at which I am not surprised, as we

have no communication with that place except when our vessels
or hunting parties go there, and since 18)j2 we have had no hunt-
ing parties in that direction.




proceed direct into the valley of the Beunoventura, make a
brief stay at Dumais River to collect winter provisions,

then push forward along the east bank of Smith's River,be-
yond which are situated our last discoveries, and they will
hunt there for the season. They are instructed to keep as far
from the coast as possible, in order to avoid intercourse with
the settlements; to conciliate the amity of the Indian pop-
ulation, and to exert the influence they may so acguire in ad-
vocating the cause of our Spanish allies; but in no case are
they to identify our interests with theirs, by resorting to
violent measures. In the event of unavoidable communication
with California, I addressed a note to the Governor General
for the purpose of disavowing such parts of Laframboise's en—
gagements as would necessarily place us in collision with the
natives, on the principle that he was not authorized to form
engagements of any kind, and least of all such as would in-
evitably involve us in difficulties with our own government;
and also to assure him of our anxiety to effect, by other means,
the pacification of the country, which is evidently the main
object of the treaty.

1 have received satisfactory advices of Mr, Laframboise's
progress to Rogue's River, from whence I regret that “r, Jo-
seph McLoughlin was obliged to return, in consequence of a se-
vVere pulmonary attack, accompanied by a discharge of blood
through the mouth, from which he is now partially recovered.
This misfortune has weakened the effective strength of the ex-
pedition but Laframboise must do his best alone, as it is im-
possible to reinforce him for this season.

P 233  March 20, 180
lir. Laframboise applies also for leave to visit Canada in 1841,




(The 1839 hunt did not go according to plan, howevers )
HBC Rec. Soc, licL's. lLetters, second series, p. 217

James Douglas to the Committee Octe 1l, 1839
1 will next proceed to notice the movements of the Southern
Trappers, led by Mre. Laframboise, whom it was our intention,
as I informed Your Honors in my last letter, to equip for the
hunt of Outfit 1839 at Trinidad Bay; we were however prevented
from following out this plan by the arrival of the intelli-
gence, early in the spring, that Mr. LaFramboise was in route
to the Columbia with the entire party, in consequence ofvar-
ious unpleasant accidents, which rendered a more protracted
stay in the vivinity of the Mexican settlements imprudent.
They accordingly arrived here in June with excellent hunts,
and their furs in the highest order. Although greatly dis-
pleased with Laframboise for departing so widely from the let-
ter of his instructions, yet when informed of the circumstances
of peculiar difficulty in which he had become involved, their
depressing effect upon his mind, and considering that we had
- sustained no actual loss, nor even been exposed to any serious
derangement, his conduct appeared in a very excusable light.
From his report he was kept during last winter in a state of
constant alarm by the enmity of Gen. Vallijo, the commander of
the Mexican frontier, who repeatedly ordered him to leave the
country under penalty of seizure; his people were moreover
beset with a host of petty traders who by many tempting al-
lurements sought to swindle them of their furs, and to crown
his difficulties there was no retiring from the spot then oc-
cupied without sacrificing the winters hunt.
In this distressed state he was imprudently induced to enter
into engagements with his Excellency, Juan B. Alvarado, the
Governor General, binding himself, on behalf of Califormia, tp
chastise the hostile frontier Indians, who commit incessant
depredations upon the peaceful inhabitants of the country.
This circumstance produced the desired effect, a respite from
annoyance on the part of the authorities, and I am firmly of
the opinion that the party might have prolonged its stay with-
out the slightest danger; Laframboise has been, however, so
completely scared that he thought only of escape and took to
flight on his return the moment the roads became passable in
spring. This closed the campaign of 1838 with very fair re-
turns, but still most oppositely to my wishes, which are averse
to permanent withdrawal from the Buenaventura while it con-
tinues to offer profitable employment.

All things considered, I determined to maintain the party, and
to employ them on the same ground, under command of "r. La-
framboise assisted by lir. Joseph McLoughlin, a young man of
determined character, with 33 engaged trappers and Indians,
forming a well appointed party of 35 persons. They were dis-
patched on the 20th of July, when the horses of the expedition
were sufficiently recruited to attempt the journey, and will
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STATE CAPITOL

OREGON STATE ARCHIVES

OREGON STATE LIBRARY
SALEM 10

19 September 1967

Mrs. Harriet D. Munnick
Route 1, Box 136
West Linn, Oregon 97068

Dear Mrs. Munnick:

The problem with which you are wrestling is about as difficult as any of which
I have knowledge. From the Provisional Government Land Claims, Vol. 1, p. 96,
we find that Laframboise filed his briginal claim on January 20, 1846; it was
for 640 acres in Yamhill County, opposite the landing at Champoeg, and did not
extend to the other side of the river, Between 1846 and the time when his land
was patented under the Donation lLand Claim Law, Laframboise could have changed
his mind about many things. We find, for example, numerous claims by Robert
Ady who evidently was jockeying for preferred position,and there may be at
least two claims for Joseph Despard, none of which match the actual claims which
they evidently received from the Federal govermment. At one time in 1848 Ady
was Laframboise' neighbor in Yamhill County (to the west); claim recorded
January 25, 1848 and abandoned June 28, 1849 (Vol. 7, p. 114).

Iframboise's claim, as shown on the BIM plat for which we furnished you a copy,
may reflect his actual donation land claim as filed with the Federal government
but I suggest that you write to the National Archives for copies of all papers
in his file (No. 2267). 1In addition to the information which these documents
should furnish you, the National Archives should have a copy of the actual land
grant which he received. In order to determine meets and bounds and apply it
to a map, you will need to compare the information which you evidently already
have from the surveyor's notes against the final certificate.

If you are interested in pursuing the details of land ownership along the river
at Champoeg, I suggest you spend some time here studying the Provisional Govern-
ment land claims and plotting bounds of claims as you find them. You should
also study the Marion County miscellaneous records which we have, covering land
transactions from 1849-52 which may clarify additional problems. The Yamhill
County Clerk should have similar records for his county.

I hope this will be of some assistance to you.

State Archivist
State Archives Division

DCD/mk
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Deed of Laframbois DLC to Hubbard April 224 1857/~ -,
Book of Deeds E Page 53 Yamhill County Court se

Know all men by these presents that I, Michell Laframbois, of
Yamhill County, Territory of Oregon, and in consideration of
the sum of twenty five hundred Dollars to me paid by Thomas
Je Hubbert of Champoeg, larion County, 0.T., the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby give, grant, bar-
gain, sell, and confirm unto the said Thomas J. Hubbert all
my right, title, interest, and estate in and to the gagt half
of my land claim situate in Yam Hill County, Territory afore-
said, on the North bank of the Willamette River opposite to
Champoeg aforesaid and containing three hundred and twenty
acreg of land (more or less) ,Bounded as follows, to wit:

Beginning at a point bearing as follows, from ﬁﬁe intersec-
tion of the East line -of section two, township four south
Range two west with the north bank of the Willamette River, viz-

N-60°W 11,00 chains -

West , 10,00 * : :

S. 60° W 7,50 chains to the S.E. corner running FNorth 80 chains
thence N 595° W 46,38 chains

thence S to the Willamette River

thence down said river to the place of beginning., TYogether
with all and singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging
on or in any ways appertaining, including the ferry boats--to
have and to hold the said described premises to him, the said
Thomas J, Hubbert, his heirs and assigns forever., And I, the
said lMichell Laframbois, do hereby covenant with the said
Hubbert that I am lawfully seized in fee simple of the said
three hundred and twenty acres of land by virtue of residence
and cultivation thereon in accordance with the act of Con-
gress donating land to settlers in Oregon, approved September
27thy A D 1857, =nd the amendments thereto , that I have a
good right to sell the same, that ! shall warrant and defend
the same against the lawful demands and claims of all persons.
Witness my hand and seal this twenty second day of April,

. A D Eighteen hundred and fifty seven. :

Signed, sealed, and delivered Michell Laframbois
in presence of
Milton Elliot
John Anderson
Territory of Oregon
County of Yamhill

I certify that I am personally acquainted with Michell
Laframbois, the person represented in and who executed the
foregoing conveyance and that he this day personally aclmow-

ledged to methat he executed and signed the same of his owm
free will., Dated this 22nd day of April A.D. 1857

Robert Caufield
Probate judge of Clack-

3 amas Co. 0.T,
Recondid Moy 25, 1857 ot~ 39 0 4 Py
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Second Deed (west half) recorded in Book F, page 157
April 28, 1859

West half of claim No. 60 in Township 3 S R 2 West

and clain No. 78 in Township L § R 2 W (X) Fi - ekt

Phraseology very similar to above deed, not copied.
i )
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Patent for LaFramboise Donation Land Claim  (1866)
The United States of America
To all whom these presents shall concern, Greeting:

Know there has been deposited In the General Land Office of the
United States Certificate numberd twenty two hundred and sixty
seven of the Register and Records at Oregon City, COregon, where-
by it appears that under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved the 27th day of September, 1850, entitled " An Act to
Create the Office of Surveyor General of the Public Lands in
Orsgon, and to provide for the survey and to make donations
to settlers of the said Public Lands iy ZF¢#df/ and the legis-
lation supplemental thereto", the claim of Michael LaFramboise
and his wife ily LaFramboise of Yamhill County, Oregon, No-
tification<ﬁ§§i?2§;pas been established to a donation of one
section, or s dred and forty acres of land, and that the
same has been surveyed and designated as Claim Number\Sixt¥5
being parts of sections twenty six, twenty seven, thirty four
and thirty five, Township three gfSouth of Range Two West
And claim Number(égfégzﬁagighﬁﬁ being part of section two in
Township four South of Range-two West, according to the offi-
cial plot of survey returned to the General Land Office by
the Surveyor General, being bounded and described as follows,
to wit:
Beginning at a point twenty chains and twelve links
North of the South West corner of section twenty six in Town-
ship three South of Range two West and running thence South
fifty nine degrees and fortyfive minutes,East sixty five \
chains and thirty 1inks,}thence South seventy three chains and
sixty three links,lthenc South Sixty degrees, West two chains
and fifty links;pthence South fifty nine degrees, West eight
_chains, {thence South seventy five degrees, West nine chains
thence North forty seven degrees and,thirty minutes, West =~
nineteen chains and sixty five link /thence North forty fiwe
degrees, West fourteen chains and ten links,™hence North
_thirty nine degrees, West fifteen chains and twenty fi¥g
_links thenceﬂforty nine degrees, West five chains and eighty
links, Jthence North thirty one degrees, West ten chains,/,—
thence North fifty degrees, West twenty two chainsy/thence North
sixty degrees, West three chains and seventy seven’ links,/thence
North sixty five chains,/and thence South fifty nine degrees
and forty five minubes, East twenty nine chains to the place
of beginning in the district of lands subject to sale at
Oregon City, Oregon, conbtaining six hundred and forty two
acres and fifty hundredths of an acre.

Now know ye that the United States of America in consideration
of the promises and in conformity with the provisions of the
Act aforesaid have Given and Granted and by these presents do
Give and CGrant unto the said Michael LaFramboise and to his
heirs the Eash half and unto his wife the said Emily Lafram-
boise and her heirs the West half of the tract of land above
described.,
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In testimony where of I, Andrew Johnson, President of the
United States, have caused these letters to be made Patent
and the seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed.

Given under my hand at the City of Washington this eighth
day of October in the Year of our Lord One thousand eight
hundred and sigty six, and of the independence of the United
States the Ninety first.

By the President: Andrew Johnson
By Eawp (?) Neil Secretary
W. Glanger (?) Recorder of the General

Land Office
|
|
!
Recorded Vol. 8 page 16l
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HARRIET D. MUNNICK
Route 1, Box 136
West Linn, Oregon 97068

Adrian R. ¥unnick
902 S. Palouse
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The following recollections were written by John Eberhard of Newberg
Oregon in the late 1940's.

John Eberhard was born near Champoeg on Jan. 26, 1870 the son of
J.G. Eberhard of Bucyrus, Ohio and Louise Jones of Champoeg. They were married
in January 1866. Six children were born to them,

John Eberhard wrote the recollections for Jean Apner of Dundee who asked
him to write the recollections of his early life in the St.Paul and Champoeg area.




1.

J. G. Eberhard, father of John Eberhard was born at Bucyrus, Ohio,
Nov. 25, 1832, At about 6 vrs of age his parents moved to Colon, Michigan,
where he resided until 22 yrs of age. He then started for California by way

York
of New and Panama, crossed Isthmus and came to San Francisco and went to
mines, He landed there in 1855 and came to Oregon in 1859. He landed at
Buttevile Dec.3, 1959 where he staved with Abe Ryneerson. His wife being
Eberhard's first cousin and daughter of Barnev Ginsel Eberhard and Betsy
Everhard. He worked for Ryneeson in nis blacksmith shop and went to school

3 mo, in dayvtime, Their principal work was making plows and other black-

smith work,
John P. Eberhard, Born Jan 26, 1870

My first recollections of St. Paul were the Catholic Church and the stores
there-as I was a very small boy. Chas, O Pelland, who I first remember as
having a store at Champoeg , a partner of Adolph Jette, Sen Spiette
Pelland sol® his part to Byron Clark of Butteville whose wife was related
to the La Ronques of Butteville,(a sister of Frank Sawver. Albert (Bert)
Pelland was born at Champoeg. Chas Pelland moved to St. Paul and ran a
general merchandise store with Riette for sometime at that place, selling
the store to Jones and Langtyry, and removing to his farm where he resided
until his death, A man by the name of Delschneder had a crocerv store on the
north side of the road in the house where the Goldls(Girdle) lived. Ben
Girdle 1lived there and sold it to Ernsts. Emmet Kirk finally came in to
possession of the old Pelland store.

John P. Eberhard's first recoliections of Champoeg
I was about 8 or 9 yrs of age when I started to summer school to
Callie éolman, Mrs, Tom Colman. My next teacher was Ect Fngle of Woodburn.

Next was J.B., Leatherman of Woodburm.




T——
II

The old timers I femember were Dr, Batlg, My £irst Dr. Chas.Pelland
and Jette who kept store. Mr. Manson, a former Hudson Bay Factor, and
his grandaughters, Sarah and Emma and Grandson, Billv Ogden(Manson's
Whitman sons, Steve and Donald survivers)Mansons two sons Donald and Steve
daughters Iga and Anna"Mrs Trem and "Mrs. Chris Newbv. Anna was the mother
of Sarah, Anna and Billy Ogden. Norbert Bernier and familv Dr Batly, my
first Dr, Tom, Longtan and family Joe, Osborne and family, The McCanns,
Mary, The Bob Ady family, Hoefer and Zorn, The Hureto ran tge flour mill,
The Flynn family who lived on a farm near the graveyard. Bob Osborne family
The Goodell family, Fabion Rivette, a brother to Mrs. Norbert Bernier,
Pat Kertgon, a saloon keeper, "Old Bill Wallace", who ran a doggery below
the school house near the Champoeg creek . Louis Joe Prevost Marv and Mary
Bonny, The Prevost family who lived on a farm about 2 miles, their children
attended school at Champoeg. Mrs. Bernier and bovs, Chas, Joe, Ed,Steve
and a sister Milvina, Mrs. Be:nier married with old Fithchy, Abernethys

lived across the river in Yamhill county.

Mr. and Mrs. John Piette who later was a vpartner in a store with Chas
0 Pelland at St. Paul . Ephraim La Fabb or La Face, a school boy, Charly
Riley, a couple of old drunks halfbreeds, old Marmit and Paul Menard.
Tom Hubbard, who was killed by Tommy Garand in the store at Champoeg. He
went to the pen for 1C yvears, Castelman lived across the river. Dave Weston
and sons, Jim and Louis, daughter, Jane who married Dolf Jette , Jim
Holston, his wife Prady, was a Hunt, sister of Henry Hunt and daughter of
Mrs. Ady by a former marriage. Mose and Columbus Huffaker (of the Jesse
James outfit). Their mother brother, Jim, sister Lilly, Mose Married Sarah
Adv, Ed, Jeffry and sons, Henry and Andy

The descendants of old man Ritchyv were Margaret, Tom and Jack.




3.
Margaret married Ed Bourner. Hervev Cameron, a Scotch Canadian Briggs,wife.
Louis Sadie and Cyrus McGaffy family, Charley, Addie Maud and Jesse. The
Iuke family ran first sawmill I remember. McCormicks and Forsyths next.
John Fellows, Mollyv and dau-hter, Angie, Mrs. Comer daughters Villa Dial
and Ruth Comer.
Real 014 Timers
Dr. Newell I believe was brother-in-law of Joe Meek lived in a house

across the road from the store and for a short time it was called Newlsville,
My father bought a book from Joe Meek which I still have,

Wm McKav lived not far from Champoeg. Hie father had a grist mill out
on the creek on the farm afterward owned by son, John McKay. There was a
Licheutaler farm--lived up thetoward McKays. Goodles were earlv settlers .

The town of St. Paul when I first saw it was just a cow pasture; and
the cows grazed in front of the church., It seemed on Sundayvs All cows
would gather there and jingle their bells until the Priest sent someone
to drive them awav, and was full of hound dogs and cars now and then a
stray hog would wonder in to see the sights and fleas were awful. Us
kids 1liked to go there on procession Sundav (Corpus Christi). Saloons
were closed during mass, but the back door was unlocked,

The church bell was the most beautiful tone you ever heard, but it has
lost its tone somewhat. My mother who lived at St, Paul in the early
60 tys with the Pete Murphvs, said it was first used at St. Louis, a mission.
It was shipped here from the E, Coast, perhaps around the Horn.

My first recollections of St. Paul Ore.
My first recollections of St. Paul, Oregon were the brick church, and

the stores there as I was a verv small bov., John Piette (Pee et) and Chas

O. Pelland ran a general merchandise store. Pelland formerly with A. Jette



L.
ran the old store at Chamooeg. John Piette also lived at Champoeg. Pelland
sold his vart of the store to Bvron Clark of Butteville. Piette and Pelland
went to St. Paul and were partners in the store,

Bert Pelland was born at Champoeg. A man by the name of Delschneider
had a store in the old house where the Coffees lived and afterward owned
by the Girdle family, now owned by the Ernests. Pelland and Biette sold
the store to Jones and Langbry and finally by Peter Kirk Sen, who turned
it over to his son, Emmet, who ran it for a long time, I well remember
old Dr. Brentano, son, John Rind and Cawsmere, Others were Peter Kifk
and sons, John, Emmet, Peter and Jim, Dan, Mary and Maggie . According
to the old timers 3t. Pavl was not much of a plage until after the flood of
1862 which wiped out Champoeg whichlwas the larcest town between Oregon
City and Salem. Before the crick church was built my uncle told me that
services were held in a building down towards the river, hence the name
Mission Landing. I do not know who had the store there before Piette and
Pelland dbut there was a store there a long time before. Delschneider
was there with his little store. One of the pioneers merchants--my father
traded with him quite a lot. There was a family by the name of La Foutam, do
not know if they had a store or not.

The Cook family, Nicholas, Jim Bob the barber who ran a shop at Gervais
and was a happy go lucky fellow and was well liked for his humor and would
kid the old bald headed men for not having hair worth cutting. And Joe, a
great apple eater who alwavs had his pockets full of apples and jack knife
to pee} them.

Mr. Ernest, who was a shoe cobbler, his shop was on soﬁth side of

the street across from the old coffee house, Frank and henryv Arns, Patrick

Mullen, The connors, the Kennedv family, Mrs. Mr~Donald in later vrs who



5;
served meals at her home in the 1890's. The Andv Hughs family. Some real

0ld timers were the Jake Belangers. There were others I knew
but can't remember their names.

Dr. Bouret was about the first Dr. I remember practing in St. Paul,
except Dr. Brentano, Dr. DuGas practicising there later and then Dr., White
who married Gertrude Harding. Mr. Harding and Hugh Cosgrove were some
of the first settlers on the prairie. Thev marked off large tracts of land
and were finally awarded this land for being pioneer settlers. Le Brun
also grabbed a good chunk,

Other Drs at St. Paul were Dr. Vandendyv, Dr. Byrs, Dr. Newsome,Dr Fdwards.
The St. Pavl Booster Club had a man by the namePetv John to help boom the town.
He didn't do so hot so they lowered the boom on him and he left for greener
pastures, Father Chabot was Parish Priest at this time. Howard Murphy was
the towns caper cutter, Thew plaved baseball on the square in front of the
church., When 10 o'clock mass the priest went out and chased them in., Some
ran away.

The o0ld timers I remember well were one eved Jurtres, old man Coffee
known as the Gopher Smoker and his old woman. Frank Davideon, Johnny Doud,
who lived up by the cemetrv. The old Chalifonxs(Shalifoo) Frank Lambert;
the town bully, his brothers Alfred and Star. O0ld Gus, his cousin known
as 0ld Boogaw and mother. Raymonds and Labontas, Chouquetts, Billv Trevor,
hiwife Biddyv Vrivettes, Rosv Crete, Berners, Boutins,

Names of old time loggers and river men,

Joe Bernhardt, Mr, Cresoun, Fulquarto ldg--Sam Cunningham, Frank

Lambert, Chas XK. Spalding, Sam Edmonson--piling John Neal--logs, Jim

Fldridge--piling, Albert Sem, towboat captan, Str Vgene, Bill McCully,



5.

two boat Str Vgene, Sam Linton, tow boat Str Sevn, George and Steve
McClure--loggers, Arthur Ricgs tow boat captain, Str Geev Eggle, Tom
Jones~--tow boat, Spaldings boats, Charlev Rittenhouse, Tow boat worker
Steve Davis tow boat worker also cooked water doodles.for the Neal boys.
Louie Ernst--Frank and Henny Arhns., Alfred Lambert, Charley Warner,
Skow Bill Lawson, log puncher, Curly Tout, log puncher, John Eberhard
tow boat, watchman, firemen, deck hand, Str Eugene. Grant Hole--
log driver also in Spalding office at Salem,

01d Johnny Doud he feels mighty proud

Iike a big sunflower in the garden
He sings mighty loud to entertain the crowd
And you can hear him on the other side of Jordan

oompbsed by
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Covington House - Bird, VonPhiester, Pambrun, etc

Fred Locksley, Oregon Journal, July 22, 1922 - Hlizabeth Bird

I was marriee in this old houses e stood in front of that inner
door. I was born in Hilo in the Sandwich Islands, June 19, 1840,
My mother was a Hawaiian, My father was John Ramsay von Pfister,
My father's mother was a Scotchwoman. His father was an offices
under Commodore Wilkes and was on the Peacock. My mother lived at
Hilo, Her name was Anna I. Kapua. That means, in the Hawaaiian
language, 'a flower'. My father resigned from the Navy, married
my mother and took up his residence in the Sandwich Islands. _The
marriage ceremony was performed by one of the missionaries. That
was in 1839, the same year that the missionaries in the Sandwich
Islandx sent the printing press to the Whitman mission. As you know,
this was the first printing press used west of the Rocky MHountains.
I was the first child born to my parents. They had two more chil-
dren, both boys. My mother died at the birth of her third baby,.

Sanford B. Dole, later president of the Territory of Hawaii, lost
his mother wijjen he was 3 years old. I was 6 years olde Mr. Bishop
was a missionary there. Sanford Dole and I were sent to the Bishop
home to be cared for. One of Mr. Bishop's children, Serano, was a
playmate of mine., I stayed at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bishop for
a year.About a year after my mother's death my father married Sara
Rhodes. Her sister Anna had married Richard Covington, the man who
owned this old log of yours. /Lockley/ Richard Covington was a
civil engineer. He came from London as an employe of the Hudson's
Bay Company. I 18L6 he taught the children of the Hudson's Bay
employes in this old house.

After my fathsr's marriage he moved to honolulu. He and his bro-
ther-in-law owned a plantation on which they raised coffee, When
- gold was discovered in California in 1848, my father's brother,
Captain von Pfister, sent for my father to come to California. He
told him that he could make his fortune in the mines. My father
sent my step-mother to live with her sister and sent me to a board-
ing school in Honolulu kept by an English family named Guhner. My
father's brother started a saloon at Sutter's Mill, now called Sac-
ramento, My uncle, who looked very much like my father, had thrown
a drunken Mexican out of the saloon. The Mexican swore he would be
revenged. He met my father and mistook him for Captain von Pfister,
his brother, and stabbed him and killed him.

My father was a Mason, so the Masons raised a fund which kept me

at the boarding school until I was 11 years old. My brother John
was 6 years old at the time my father was killed. His uncle and
aunt, Mr., and Mrs. Covington, sent for him at Honolulu. He went
to them at Vancouver. They adopted him and educated hime When I
came to Vancouver my brother was 15 years old. He was a fine vio-
linist. He went to the mines in Boise basin, and from that day

to this we have never heard a word of him, though of course we sup-
pose that he was killed there. Iy mother went back from the Oregon
country to the Sandwich Islands when I was 1l. She apprenticed me
to a dressmaker, When I was 17 years old, I came to Vancouver.

I reached here June 1, 1857. The sailing vessel on which we came
from Honolulu was consigned to Leonard and Green of Portland.




They had the first wharf in Portland and owned the old waterworks
and the gas works. Dugald McTavish, an oldtime Hudson's Bay man,

met us at Vancouver., OCaptain Ingalls, who was a friend of my un-
cle Richard Covington, sent a four-mule team to meet us snd brought
us to this house here on Fourth Plains, It was a good thing that
this old house was so roomy,for when I came here there were 17 people
living in it. You see, Mr, and Mrs, Covington were running a board-
ing school,and in addition to our own family there were guite a num-
ber of studentse.

Charles J. Bird did the butchering for ¥r, Covington. His mother,
after the death of Mr. Bird, married John Calder. Mr. Calder took
gp the first Donation Land claim on Fourth Plains. My uncle, Rich-
are Covington, took up the seconds After the death of Mr. and Mrs,
Calder, Richard Covington was appointed administrator of their es-
tate, and guardian of their children, The first time I saw Mr.
Bird was during a church service at the old stockade half a mile
from heres I had not been here long when they employed me as a
teacher, and I taught in this old stockade.

I married Charles J. Bird April 5, 1858, Dr. John McCarty, chaplain
at Fort Vancouver, performed the ceremony. No a person who was pre-
sent at my wedding ceremony is now alive., After my marriage I
moved to my husband's farm. I have had 7 children, 5 of whom are
still living.In the old days, Lieutenant U.S.Grant used to ride

over here to visit the Covingtons. He and Richard Covington were
warm friends. When Grant became president he appointed Mr, Cov-
ington to a position in the bureau of engineers at Washington, D.C.
Mr., Covington rented this claim, but the renter did not have success
with it, so it was sold at sheriff's sale., Jersey Van Fleet bought
the 6L0 acresfor $1500.

Mr. Covington was born the same day as Queen Victoria, He was an
artist of considerable ability. You probably have seen sketches
that he made of Fort Vancouver in 1855,

I often think back to the old days in Honolulu. The Yoles, the
Castles, Coles, Bishops, Uiamondsgf and most of the missionary
families of those days did well financially and their children

and grandchildren are now wealthy. My uncle and aunt, dr, and

Mrs. Covington, both died in the Sandwich Islands. They went there
after Grant's second term. In thise days as soon as a president
went out, the new president put in all his own friends and let the
old officeholders out, so after my uncle lost his place in the bu-
reau of engineers, he went to Honolulu, wiere he died.

If you will look up in he old records you will find that in about
1861 or 1862 I was teaching in the old log house near here. This
old house, in which I was married, is probably the oldest building
now standing in the state of Washington, and it should be fixed up
and preserved as a relic of the days of Oregon's provisional

government,

frome ol C. Joatire



(L AVGCLOIS SISTERS —_ OGNS VRISV OW s

LARCUERITE LAVEL OIS m. Asrawsny (Magr m<— > Fravcessg Loweiois am. Fesse Drs PplT 6
. MARCLERIZE /Wﬁ /?7‘/1/ E*/g,u,;/g ;;/9 CIE 4
5 Rare o/s A’fg s’ , Mar 16 BRuciER \—Emy
\L

_L/g/v/vﬁ' Pacno}l o Preper Bimrar T
Eéiﬁ‘:’é £ !éﬂ/‘gl Qﬂ% 4/M _kaﬁa izéi/r‘ R EAL C‘E

Ffjm /Afza —7& /403// /‘7— _n/-ﬂf: £ AC P (/?cs L ‘RACH
- MMEx 'ﬁ: Fzs. Mogdeg7 anp SM A HiarcyefPos
i - DUtE, o 41 o v M ] cnezr e ers) (B -Y/VC’P) W N )
(/;% PLES LomovL In d/m\ £ EroisE Pov pr s d) (O Q * -
EZA:‘H&'—chgg ,Quqc!u:; A) /TE;)‘ /»qJOIé' D3 .
FHARs Meane L 42 ;:} Von  “Bprrsh NELc/6AN (3« =

1E .; J/ fCCf‘ﬂ ?ﬁev,(/ (7)*(5)







Colleen M. Gooding
St. Paul, Oregon
St. Paul Union High School
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JAMES COLEMAN

James Coleman, my great great grandfather,
entered this world, July 21, 1821 and left it, June
1}, 1911. :

At the age of 13, he became self-supporting
by working in a tanyard in Jackson County, Indiana.
Wanting to be a farmer, he moved to Louisa County _
to pursue his career. Here he met, fell in love,
and married Francis Murray. They were joined in
Holy Matrimony, June 5, 1847.

James' main interest was farming. To further
his interest, James, Francis, |} yoke of oxen and
what possessions they owned, started the long, arduous
journey across the plains in a covered wagon.

Arriving in Oregon, James and family took
residence near Muddy Creek, in Yamhill County. In
the midst of wild timber, he hewed trees and built
a cabin by himself. They lived here for several
years.

In the year of 1849, the lure of gold, drew
him to the Golden State. James, an industrious person
1eftAOregon and located a mill near Sutter's Mill.
His luck was good, but he cared more for his family,
which he left at the Mission in St. Paul.- After

disposing of thé mill, he returned home.




y ¥
: '

With the proceeds from the mill and prospecting,
he purchased 250 acres of farm 1and.near St. Paul. '
He engaged in farming the land and raising his
family which consisted of: Anna, John; Mary, James,
Thomas, Eliza, Charles, Stephen, Emma, Louise and
Frank. He lived here until his death.

The record of his 1life should prove a source of
gratification to his family. He was self-made,
chairitable and made conditions in the community

better for his fellow man and for himself.
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Report of old Portland wigmaker after examination
of hairs from wreath, - 1965
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