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I 
THOMAS HANLY 

of" Armf'1eld, near TJ111r!tss · 
Co. Tipperary. lr"land 

,dn offlar 11nt/,, We//Jnqtan 
111 Spain 

Married 

MARY HAY 

JOSEPH HANLY 
of' Armfle/d 

01ed circa 1884 

it 

JoffN HANLY 
of Cliff Coftr:Jt:J<' P/onfof10 
dessamtntl Co. Kentvclcy 

r
W!Ll!AM HANLY 

of Armfttld 

' 
, f RANCl.5 HANLY 

Married and moved fo 
San franc1Ho,Col1f" 

l(ATHLEEN 

Marr111d 
I 

ARTHUR TRESCOTT 

JOSE PH ·Sf.la•m (1844· 

I 

LUCY PAULO/Nu JoHNJoN -suuA JoHNso~ 
·r f.:.i.4/ RAYMOA. 

.. rol -.'Z IA 51- (/ J ~ 
t:qympnd il.' .J ;, 

~
ANNE NORTON HANLY BOTTS 

of Ash 11tlle, /'/. C. 
/3orn 1 .:J: 1828 

I-JOHN HANL y I 
C1rcu1f J11dqe '" Ldtle Rock, Ark. I 
Member of ConFedqra!t1 Conqress 

j 
r

ANNf OILLON 

HMfled PAULO/NG 
/Jeuen4ed from onq ar I 
the J lflho captured 
8rmed1cl Arnold 

LUO' O/LLO~ ' { ' ~1~ 1-~:~~TH Pted 1835 

Mar'ned JOHN REED 
1 
LUCY ANNE REEO 

- - - -
WILLIAM 

rLl/CY 

LOUIS 

I .JOSff'HINE Kff[) KELL/H, 
• j LI v'tl m Slr•odan Wyo. 

I E!JWIN (1884-

- - ~ JEANETTE (!888-
j 

: f)/LlON (/B9o-\. . 

I. . • 

Mi\TTHEW OtoNNfll MURPHY 

CATHERINE OILLON 
I 
• Mam~d OANIEL MURPHY 

/Jorn 1830 111 Galina ill, 
fltec/ 190ll m Pod/and, llre. 

Harr1ed 

I of Ga IC?na I II tnoJS 

MARGARET LUCY HANLYJ. 6 Children: 
8orn If! C!Mmql,(CJ. 7ippe?rar y 

MARGARETE 
Harr11d 

MARY EllfN CO~TELLO 
or Chamfo•UJ, ore. 

14 Ch1/tlren : 

DILLON 

\ 
\ 

MARY OILLON 
1)11~c/ oF Y~l!ow r~v'1r 
"' /l/~w Or/rums, /832 

I 
WALTER OILLON 

I 

r vVILL.'AM ? 

I ~ . 

LWALTER WASHINGTON (1835· 



I 

ANDi\EW JAMES MURPliY of K1/muclmdqe 
County Wof'ord, Ireland 

rotl owmq the fa t!ure oFfhe Wexf"ord Rebel/ion 
or 1798, em1qrafed to th<! IJnded Sfafu m 
1799 wdh his 7 chl/drqn, /ocofmq m 6a/qna 
///1no1s. 

I I 

I 
I 

( 

I 

5. MARY MURPl-IY 

6. 

I 

Mamed P. HANNON 

ORUM 
· J)1ed, 1847 . 

1. DANIEL MURPHY 

l 

Born m Covnty We~ford, /rq/and, 
Qbouf 1789 · 
lhed m Sf. Poul, Oreqon. 1866 

Harned 

CATtlERINE DILLON 
I. I 

4th or 7 Clr1ldren of 
,•-. 

MARGARET LUCY (HANLY) DILLON 
of C/onmel, Co. Tipperary, Ireland 

0\,' 

I 
I' 

I 

I 
I ' I 
- ANDREW MURPHY ·~ 

I 
I Marr1od 

MARTHA COSGROVE 

- TltOMA5 MURPHY ·* 

~ JOHN DRUM* 

: MARY DRUM, born 1847 l Godchild of · · · 

( 

j "~ATTHEW 
i 
·I 
'! 

.. 
DANIEL RAPHAEL 

WILLIAM 

JOHN 

I 

PETER 

LlJC'I 
( 

.-y, Memper5 or fht! party oF 90/d-JU/(ln'I 
Ca/d'ornia Ar9onaufs el" 1849 

I 

/' I 



DANIEL 'I MURPHY 
/Jorn tn ~onod/ud< for1'h, Kt!m11ckr1d91, (o.Wexf"art:I, /rt!lt:tnd,#78!} 
01ed ntor Sf.Po.,/, ()reqon, l/.S.A. 23 Jafl 1866 

7 fir Son of' ANDREW J. MURPHY, awr1<r of' Q /ar9e tufafe in 

/rclt:tfltl, vvhf' had porf1e1pated m the >Ve11f'ord l(e/Jt!//1on of 
1798, em19rafm9 m 1799 to fhe llmft!d Slaft!S to ulf/6 tn 
Gal<ma, /l/ino1s. I 

I 

11arned m 60/ena, lltmo1s, c. /829 to 

CATHERINE DILLON 
Born 1809 

01ed mar .ff. Paul, Oreqon, 2 2 Pee 1864 

4fh of 7 Children of 
MARGARET LUCY (HANLY) DILLON 

/Jorn tn C/onmq/, Counfy TJp p1rory, Ireland 

S/$ft!r of Major JOHN HANLY of" Cliff (otfo9e l'/onfalton, 
tlanly, Jessamme County, Kentucky, wdh wlrom younq 
CAiHERINE carrt(! to fhq l/ntfed Jfat.s. 

!Jauqhtu of THOMAS HANLY of' Armfield, Th1.1r/1ss, 
County Tipperary, an of'fJCer lintier Wel/mqfon '"Spam, 
and, of' MARY (HAY) HANLY 

MATTHEW O'CONNELL MURPHY oF St. Poul. Or qan 
Born If} June · 1830 m Galena, !l!mo1s . 
Oted 1906 m l'orf/and, Oreqon. 

I 
f'arrted ~ feb 1856 af .5f.l'at1! /t11ss1on, Morton County, Oreqon 

MARY ELLEN COSTELLO of Champoeq, Oreqon 
Born 15 Hay 183~ -Ff.Wayne, Ind. 
Dted 1912-$tt7ffle, Wash. 

14 Children 

DANIEL RAPHAEL MlJRPHY 
8orn !83Z m New Orl<!ans, la. 

WILLIAM MllRPl-IY 
Born ctf'Co 1837 tn Sf. Louts, /t11ssot1rt 
Oted 1839 af the f'a1r11ly f'"rm Of/ f/H! Ohio 'Niver, 

// mtles below Louts ville, /(r?ntJcky, 
!'vrchosed -From Robert M<!rr~wefh1r. 

JOI-IN MURPHY 
Born circa 1839, died Somo year, on 'farm in l<enftJcky 

PETER MURPHY . 
Born 1841 on fomtly form ?O miles fro St. lov1s, Mo. 
Oted .. , ,,.- · ·~·· - s.~ 1:' .. ·-, .. 

Morned 

10 Children 

I . 
LUCY MURPHY- iwm to PETER 

Born 184/ n11ar 5f.lo111s, Mo. 
/)led 18-ff 1n Sf. L 01111, Mo. by drownin9. 



\ 

I I I 

MATTHEW O'CONNELL MURPHY 
8or11 l!J Jun 1830 "' Go/eno, /l/1no1s 
D"d 1906 m Prrfland, Oti•N:J"" 
Burted 111 Sf. Paul, Or'19on, · 
Jon or DANIEL ~ CATHERIN!: (DILLON) MURPHY 
Coltfornia Ar9onauf m 1849 · 
oreqon P1or1eer In Mar1on Counfy m 185/ 
Survf!yor m Ore9on and Wash1n9ton 

Married 4 feb 1856 af Sf. !'au/ l11s11on, Marton Co, Or". to 

MARY ELLEN COSTELLO or Champoeg, Orr!qo;, . 
Born 15 Moy 18J6 m the tJ/cl Council House, rt. Waynq

1
/nd. 

lhed 1Jec. /!J/2 111 S'eatfl~. Washmgfon. . 
IJuned In Sf. Paul, Ort?qon, , 
/Jauqhter of' JOHN 4 C~THERll-IE (BUR NS) COSTELLO 
Come lo Ort'!•" m /8§'f) ov<r IM Old Or'19on Trod 

5 1 

fi;J!.rlJ I 11/. . I 
JAM'S CLEMft.iT b.;rn 15 !V~v 1856 n~or .51. f ,n,J/ , cJrt9on 

dttd 20 "1ay 1936 111 51.Vmetn/'s tioJpilof> Portland, Oregon 
Mo r ned to 
ELIZABETH KIRK or SI Po v / , born 19 /Jec . 1859 

<J i <!</ -4 Apr J9s2-s1.Pat1!,0re. 
8 Ch1/c/ren 

CATHERINE MARY born 6 Aug 1858 
died Jv/ 1941 at Mary/hur.Jf, O~weqo, Orvqon 

SISTER MARY ALODIA or tne Order or The Holy Names 11 . I . 

DANIEL RAPHAEL born 16 Apr IBGO I 
d1ecJ m forf/ond. Orf'q n 

Ma,-ruq to 
CAROLINE KENNEDY 

I 
3 (h1/dren · ARTHUR, RUTH~ ADRIAN (tw1n:i) 

I 
MARY ELLEN born I /Jee 186/ 

tilec/ 

I 
I 

! WILLIAM EDWARD born !5 July 1863 

I 
I 

cl1~d ISJufv J'}ZS-Porfland,Ore. 
Morrw:I 1893 fo 
eMMA COLEMAN 

J Children- HOWARD, BEATRICE ¢ FRANCES 

MATTHEW PHILIP born 26 /Jee 1864 
c/!ed 

Morru2d 
m l'ort/ana', Oreqon 

1t1 .5pra9ue, Wash1nqron, to 
MARY CULROSS 

Z Cl11Jdren-GERTRUDE 'flORENC:.E 

ALBERT SIDNEY 

I 
born 22 Nov 1866 I 
died tn Spokane and burttd m Spraqve, Wa$h , 

MARY AGNES horn 4 Apr 1868 
died 

LUCY VIRGINIA horn 15 Jul 1870. 
died reb 1953 1n Santa Barhara, Coll1 forn1a 

Married 
WILLIAM I T/JtNfR 

SUSIE AGNES born 3I/pr1872 
died 194 7 tn 8erlre!ey, Co/tl'orma 

·1 

Morned 189Z ,.f Porllon4. Ore'{on , fo 
PHILIP ;=, KELLEY 

4 Children- PHILIP, LAWRENCE, KATHLEEN 4 MARGARET RUTH 

JOHN JAMES born 8 reb 1873 

Mdrrted 
OLIV£ LOONEY 

111 Tacoma, WaJhinqfon, to 

Z Children- EUGENE ¢ RUTH I 
JOSEPH ARTHUR born 15At141875 

' I dted 23 Jun 1934 //1 Spokane, Wash. (Bvrted m !lo/y Cross C•mdary) 
I Married .10 Jul /100 af Oaqon Ctfy. Orl'9on, to ] 

ELLA GEKTRU/JE BIROSONG, born J Mar 1880 111 Cuba, !run co. /41ssour1 . ' 
41ed l!JA1191950 111 Jo/em, Jurttd If/ for/land, Ou. 

1 Son-MATTHEW FRANKLIN 
MARY OCTAVIA /Jorn loAuq 1876 

I EUGENE RALPH born 23Jcm1879 
died at the family home neor Sl./'au/ 



JAMES CLEMENT MURPHY 
Born 15 Nov 1856 """r Jf. Pt111/, Ore. 
!)1ed ti) Moy 1936 in P.rt/Qntj, Qre 

/sf Soll of" MAlTIHW o'CoNNEll ' ) MURPHY 
MARY ELLEN (COHfllO • 

Mt1rrm:I 10 fd 188Z 
af St. !a11!, Ort!, to 

ELl1A8ETH ANN KIRK 
Born 19 Dec 1851 at Bosfon ,Mcrss. 
01ed 4 Ap,. J'J5Z ti1ar Sf. l'a11I, ore. 

Eldt1I /lou9httr o'f' 13 ~ht/dren of" 
PETER I' t HAf(tiARlT J.YONS KIRK 

J1:fer of 114r'f "' ~ ~ t 1( 1 r k 
1 o '1A ·2'.fh Sf nr. JAJ.ltl/£Z 

5.., , Fr,.11t1Jf o 
VA 4 · 24 74 (R t ed

1
/l qno l, 

;,,,; ~ ' J'? 

' 1 • • I 

. { 

PETER MATTHEW 
' Born 21.0ec 1884 ·Spraque, Was/, 

MARGARET ALODIA 
Born I Dee 1886-SprQque Wa'h 

MARCELLA GRACE . 
811rn 21 Sep /88B·Spro9ue,Wash 
011~d /Janl'J5Z-Portlond,Or•. 

/vf,,rrtnl 
. AfffHUR WIJ.l/A/11 McKAY 

Jon oFWlli/AMt 
ANNIE KAVANAVOH McKAY 

MARV AGNES (SR .MARY lGHE~IA) 
Born 21Auq1890-Spraque,Wash . 
JJ1td 9 Jan 19S/·11ory/hurst. ore. 

ELIZABETH 0U1ARV ELENA) 
Born J Mar 1892 ·Spraque, Wash. 

CHARLOTTE (LoTTJf) 
Born 3Apr 18'S·Spro9uc,WasJ, . 

MARY TERESA (TE551!) 
Born /9ftl!ar 1899-Spra9ue,Wash . 
01ed 9 Feb l~OO ·Spraq11e, Wash. 

HARVEY JAMES Mc:KAY 
Born 10 May /9/Z-Jf.Pou/,O r e. 

""'"'""' uENfVlfVf ZEUJIAK 
lorn P11nn. 

Oou91tf11r of" JOSl:PH FRANCIS 4 
MARY HACOl.A lfUNAJ< 

I . 
HAROLD EMARD Mc.KAY 

Born U Apr 1'14 ·Sf.Paul 

Marrt~d . 
BJ:TTY BRIAN 

Oau9hfer or FRA/111< .J. BN/AN I 
MABfl F.CROWUY - · -: . 

AGNES ESTELLE 
Born f.Ji.111 l'Jl(,-J}.Paul 

MMrt~d 
Hl/GQ HEMSHORN ' 

Son of" STEPHEN ( 
FLIZAB!TH WEKERLE flEMSHORN 
of" Ml.Angel, Ore. 

RICHARD JERARD McKAY 
8orn 'May l'Jl,·SI. Paul 

Marr111d 
VIOLA POKORNY 

FRANC.IS IGNATIUS Mc l<AY 
Born 19 Nov J'JlO ·.Sf. Paul 

Harrit!d 
VEJ.MA HfMSHORN 

01,,19hfer or SUPHEN' 
EL/lAUTH WfKfRU HEMSHOl?N 
of Ml.A11911/, Ore. 

ARTHUR MARTIN Mc.KAY 
Barn !7 llpr "21 ·SI. Paul 

JOSEPH DONALD McKAY 
6orn ZO J11/. 1'1 S· Si. !'au/ 

Marrud 
I . 

ROSfl.1.A eooJ.EV 
I 

Oau9htu of' FIUD t 
MANY BUTCH GOOLEY 
of Ml.An911I, Ore. · 

MARV THERESA . 
Born S Apr ZT-Jf. /avl 

NELLIE MARGARET 
Dorn IS H"ly 1930• SI. !au/ 

SUZ l\MN[ fllfEN p.1cKAY 
8 orn 6 Apr 1'41 • Porl/and, Ore. 

GREGORY PHILIP 
Born 17 feb ''48 ·Portland, ore . 

- MAUREEN DIANE 
Born 7 Apr 1'$2 ·Novato, Calif: 

JUDITl:I ANN Mcl<~Y 
8ort7 I.of Nov 1'111- Nrwb"'l· Ore. 

JAllE HllABl!5 
6arn II M11y • lo/11wb•rf 

GARY HAROLD 
Born ''Du 45 ] N~w~rq 

KAREN THER!S~ 
Bun 16 S•p "' • ll•wb~r9 

MICHA! L BRIAN l 
Qorn ti ocl •O· P•rf/,•ncl, Ot"t! 

DENNIS WILLIAM 
Dorn 8 Jan 11s1-Alb•"7y, ore. 

.. 

MARILYN Jl!AN M~KAY 
Born JO.Jan 1'31- 0<'rp River, Wash 

.BARBARA ANN 
Dorn 6 f"far l'JJS - leba,,on, Ori! . 

.RONALD FRANCIS 
Dorn Z4 Jan I'S/· Lebanon, ore 

GORDON ALLE ~ 
Born If.far l'JS'l· lebanon, ore 

DANIEL RAYMOND McKAY 
Born It Afr 1950 - W'oodbvrn, Or e. 

THOMAS JAMfS 
6orn S Apr 19.f/-Woodburn, Ore. 

JAMES PETER 
Born 15 Apr l'JZ -Jweel Home, 



'1 I 
I 

JOSEPH ARTHUR MURPHY 
Born IS Au9. 18 75 n<'or Sf Ptwl, Ore, 
P1ecl /J J<1n.1934 of SpokQtTtl, Wash 

lfh Son , of MATTHEW O'CONNELL t 
MARY EllEN (COSTELLO) MURPHY 

/ofarned JO Jul /9qo of Ort9on Cdt. Ort!. 
to 

ELLA GERTRUDE BIRDSONG 
Born .J Mar 1480 "' (vho , "11srour1 
Ote4 19 Au9 1'.fO m .fa/em. Ort'9on 
Bvrte,/ 111 'orl/<Jnd, Ore9on 

3rd Oallf{htu of' JOSf PH HENRY 
(horn 9/'ft>r 18lf ,,, /1111u Co, Va. 
<lied //1Jun /88'S,_ m Cuba, 1'111. ) 

~ MA~V JAIJE (LUTHY) BIRO~ONG 
( !Jor17 1.f J11n 1817, 8trne .Jw,ftt,fantl 
41otl 6 .Ian 18'S. Webrler tJr11ve. Mo. 

,/ 

• 

MATHIEW FRANKLIN MURPHY 
8orn JNav/901 ·Portland Ora. 

.. 

Morrted 8feb1918 · Spokon!l, Wash. 

ROWENA fL!ZA8fTH WARREN 
Born 2'lM4y 18'8·Jotkson(o. Ore. 

3rd Oouqhter of' ,4fAHION WAHRflJ 
(horn IJMqy /866·A//Jany.ore . I . 
~ANNA (LA POE) WARREN 
• (born 25 ~un 1870· Ltlf/e /iotk, Ark. 

( co~~At> NEIL fflo1T 
Born 8 Sep 1952·.Jon frunllsco,G 

MARnJE MARIAN MURPHY 
Born 2Nov1930 · Spokoflt!, W11Jh . 

Marr1td 16Ju/19SO·fl/fl!ko,Cal F 

/WL fULLE!lTON f/IOST I 
of Susanville, Co/tf: 
barn 18 Ju,J 1916-8oiemtH1,l1•lff. 
,, . I . 
.JM of CHA!llf5 WALTER FRO.ST -' 

ll•HI tllf· M"' 

{ MAlt&ARET(fUllfRTON) FROST / 
.... ,, 111 ,.~r 19H • ~ckT.rJ, 4 • 

JofllEN LORRAINE MURPHY 
Dorn 5Jan1'35 • Spokofll!, WoJh. 

• 
'. .. 

,4,, I ,JI"' uf le ,,r "" ~ '""' rl''f,, , n,,;, .,,..-t;;,., , " ti,, ;,J, ,,,,I/, cM..-~ l,<(1 
i1r#. t4tt'$ ~ /µJ1;/tu)~I tiff'~ '5 a.Ll;J //) -/~, 1 



JOSEPH ARTHUR MURPHY 
Born IS A119.187S n'ar Sf P<1u/,Ore, 
Pi.rel tJ Jun . l'JJ'f af Spok<1n•, Wash 

I I 

7fh Son-Or MATTHfW O'CONNfLL t 
MARV fllEN (COSTELLO) MURPHY 

J.{arr1ed JO Jul l'JIJO of Ort9on C1"/y, Ore. 
to 

ELLA GERTRUDE BIRDSONG 
.lorn .J Mar 1480 ' " Cvba, M1ssourt 
/)/114 19 Au9 1950 m .fa/em. Ort:gon 
Bvrtetl tn 'odlan.J, Or119on 

Jrd /Ja119htu of' JOSf PH HEN RV 
(horn 9H11r 18ff ' " ru11u Co, Va. 
d111d II Jun 1885 m Cuba , 1'111. ) 

~MARV JANE (LUTHY) 61R0$0NG 
(horn 15Jllfl1847, 8crn1 /11111!1n/11/UJ 
tf1gp 6 .Jon ll'JS, lt'~S"/er 6r,ve. Mo. 

... 

MATTHEW FRANKLIN MURPHY 
/Jorn JNov/9()/-Por/hmd Ore . 

l.farned 8feb1928 · Spol<ane, Wash. 

ROWENA ELIZABETH WARKEN 
Born ZlMay /8,8·J11tk1onCo.Ore • 

3rd Oa11qhfu of MANION WA!fREN 
( horn IJ/tfqy 1866·.4/llony ore. 

'ANNA (lA POE) WARREN 
(born 15Jun1870·Ldtle /lock. Ark. 

I 

I 
MARENE IAARIAN MURPHV 
I Born 2Novl9JO·Spok11nt.W11,h. 

Morrttd 16 Jvl 19SO • furt'ko,(o/,f 

NEIL fUL/.ENTON fROST 
of Susan111//e, Co/If: 
born 18Jun1916- Bot ema,, ,Monf' 

Son of CHI/HUS WAJTFR FROST 
born 1889 • .Md. 

f MA!t6ARET(FULURTON) FROST 
born 10 Apr 1'00 - Roc l<Ford, /o . 

Jof LLEN LORRAINE MURPHY 
Born S Jan "JS· Spokonf!, Wash , 

CONRAD. NEIL FROST 
Born 8 Sep 1 /9JZ·Jo11ft'<lnctJto,C. 



I 

I I 

I 
WILLIAM EDWARD MURPHY 11 ""rfl 25 Ju/ 186' Mt1r JI.Paul, Ore. 

01ed 15 Jul 1915 af Sf.Paul 
. I 

3d Son of MATTHEW o'toNtlEll t 
MARY UlfW (COSTfLLO) MURPHY 

Married /89J ,.f SI.Paul fo 

EMMA FRANC.ES COLEMAN 
8orn 1862 
p,,d /91,-irt s:. Paul, ore. 

'J lt""d ,.,...---. 
Pou'fldu of •'1-EFWEll (, 
FIWICES #URHAY COUMAN 

Wt!llA/'1 THOMll5 C•i.. !Mt<f'o( 
t~S-#·1919 

CA lt l> •Nlll c ~t>lEMt4N 
18 SS-1';/"1 

AHNA CotE MAN 
1 8~0-191S 

( tlontf'5 I d4frs f rom 
sfoMl rn Sr.Pa,,/ Cenr1tnrr > 

JS3Z-I/ fh Ave ' 
Rock~ord, /!(. ,,,.,,,, ~· 

I • 

HOWARD COLEMAN MURPHY 
Born I§ ~!'!!.._S ·Sf.l'aul, Ore. 
p~. ,,_ ~ !}... - I 'f ~ 

Narrtetl ia...t.. /!JI 9 
fLLEN 0 S/0£Ll 
8.;rn Z3 Apr /89S 

t,t . ~I 

I I 

'FRANCES L 
Born 
Oted 

J9r St.PauJ, ore. 
194jf: St. Paul, Ore. 

'• I ' • 

o,.lc, - J'r~l'#t;I ' w'-< f -rile 

7J'!(oo-rleA. 

BEATRICE 
Sorn drJ. 1.'Y1900·Sf. l'aul.Or~. 
Ptul ~ !949-Porf/anJ,Ore, 

Married · I 
' !3£RNAKIJ WOLF/of Sf.Paul 

DARLENE CHARLOTTE 
Born 1act ZB·Hockf'ord 

RICHARD tJORMAN . \ 0 ~ ~ 
Born 6 Nov 1931 ·Rock Ford,///. ~ _ 

1vt~ .. -: ... ~ .. ~ ~: ~ ~ ...D.. !l.;-. s' 
I ~~~1}).f"JL_·~ 

':J-.J..11.--l'H<I ' M:.-/9S7 
"' 

• I ' 

3 
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If 

Folli'Y-NINER 

The Autob1oqraphy of 

Matthew O'Connell Murphy \ . I ,, ' 

Since -the dea~h cf my fo.1her ood mother, h<t1/e re.~re.tted that I hat! not been ri:'"r~ I 111forme. 111 re-

quard to -!heir fo.mily h1~tory; anil, that my children rnay not rec:iltte the so.nie. 1nconve.n1enc.e, I no.ve here­

in endeavored +o q111e such 1nc1denh of my life a? -the inf1rm j memory of my pnzsent ~dvonced c:iqe. will 

permit. I .I 1 

1 

Accorcl111q to. a not very authentic account of my mothers,' as to date, I WA~ born 1n G<>lttiC\ 1 111111015, 

Jone 19, 1830. I • ..,, howevec, 'of the op:n<on that the d.i, ,hould be 1829- 1 rt qcandfoth.c, I Andrew 

~urphy, 011 my father's side e.m1qrated to th15 c.oun\ry from County Wexford, Ireland, A.D.1799,. brrn91nq 

wdh hirn Seven d1ildren, my father being the younqest ond then -about Y':~~ ! yeors of aqe; his mother, 

I think, was dead, or did not survive very lonq after corn1nq to America. The family took a pro111meJ~ part 

H1 ihe We.(ford disturbance of 11~B, and I am 1ncl111td to think that the pe.rsec.uhon of ihe fnqlr5h qo ernment 

toward~ ihe part1c1ponfs in that revolt was ihe primary cause of the family's em1qrat1on, Cl$ my qrondfother­

was 1n verv comfortable c1r1:umstances, own1nq a lar~e estat~ 111 Ireland. He loc.ated at Galena, Ill. Owing to 
I . , I 

the discovery of rich m1rie.ral d'1pos1ts of lead 1n that v1c1n1ty, my father was rnqaqed .~ his youthfur dl\ys 

_in those rnining industries: when a young mai , he ath~ched h1ms«:lf +o . a sur11ey1nq party of United Stl\tes 

5urveyors encit19ed ,., sections on the. survey of public lands in the v1cit11iy of ~where now stand the c.1t1e' of 

fe.or1a and Peru, lll1no1'; subse91Jently, with l\ survey1nq ope.d1t1on lornt1nq a military rotld io Slliitt1 Fe 1n i~e Indian I · I 'I 
Tcrntory, e1nd ,t wo.s w~1le QH 1st1nq 111 these .s1Jrvey~ '\hat ht acquired a knowledqe of thai bus1.ricss ~h1ch he ut1l1zd 1n aft~ r I 'fe. 

I am not cer.ta1n as to ihe plac.e. or t1rne of the1·first meet1 h~ o; my father Md 111othtr. My f'l'\othtr'~ 1T1a1drn nate 'was 

Cathenne D11ion, and her mother wa' a Handley o'f" ·my respecfoble fomdy 1n the. city of clomnel, County Tipperary, Ire. 

My qrand111othtr tt\arqartt Dillon being left a widow with stvef1 children, my rnothe.r,foudh 1n rot1:1t1on, Cllmt with 

her uncle. Jolin liand\ey to the United. SMe~, she betnq tht.n about yeo.l'S of aqe, and _IC"Cate 1n St. Lou15, Mo. 

Soor1 after my b1dh ihe f~m.ly moved to ~ew Orleans, where 1n 1632 my brothtr Dc:in111l wa~ born. Thi~ yec:ir Wa5 made 

niernor(.lb\e by the prrn:ilence of yellow' fever. My Allrit Mary, a younqer . 51sie.r of my mothtr was caTed away by +hat 

ep1dem1c. M this d 1st ant day, I d1~t incl ly remember I that sad event, I the costly funeral cind vo.st thronq of rnourntrs, 

and as I should have bee11 but little over two yws and tliret mont~ old, l doubt 1he aecl.lr(\cy of my mothers r~ colltct-

. ' ion of tl-tt date of my birth. / I · ·h I . . I I I - . r I 1) 
My foH1er en~G\q'ed 111 the boat111q business soon o.ffer qo1nq to Ntiv Orleans, and it seem,, suc.ceedtd, for his 

I ,,.- I 
bvs1ness o.ssvrned ¥1.\st: proport1•ns. I think 1hat when fTlov1nq to -\hat city 1ht stciam boat was wrecked and the f..arndy lost 

tlmr all, bandy e~c•plni.J a wate.ry qr ave.. I have heard my po.rents speak of this occurrence., but I ht1ve no recolfect1on 

of 1t. Should 1t have occurred sub~eq~enf to, or on our trip up -aftH leavir1q · ~tw Orleans, 1 ·,hould have remembered ~,t,as my 

recollecJ1on of ih~ vast proportions of my father's b J~1ness, the r)ame5 of 3ome of "'Y plllymo.te~, a s11ol storrn 1n ,tw Or-
, I I . I 

leans - o very vnusua1 th1nq there, are yet very v1v1d. . · r I 
ln 1837 or '38, the {o.niily moved to St Louis where my brother Wdltam was born; ond there 1~ "'Y first recolfect1on .,. 
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of swriq ""Y qrandrnolhei-, 'llY Avrit Marqcuet, the11 a yovnq wo~ari, her brother William arid their s1shr Anne, Mrs. Pauld111q. 

The hosband of the last was a haHer and dw1q a larqe bus iness. I actompan1ed 111111 out to . St. Charles, lwenty -111.,c miles 

frorTl St. Lo<llS, to v1~1t "'Y vncle Walter ,.,ho was a form ff. 
1
l e~v1nq there 111 diarqe of my Gr'1ndmothu, we took passci ~e Ion a 

I . 
steamboat for Loui sville, KetihJ{ky, and I had to reqret +he loss of q larqe coop of 9'1me chickens, a prese,,f fro.;, my 

I I 
unde Walter, and vvh1 ch WM confoeated by +he steward of the steamer while we were stvck on a sond bar, and hod ~ un 

'· . 
~hor1 of meat. My parents had preceded me down the river and rny fc;dhu had purchased ,,, 1838 of one Robtrf .r,1tr( 1-

wdher a splendid farm eleven miles bdow L;u1svtlle lt1 the some county. This was a very valllC1ble, s'1qhtly and h1qhly 

1111proved form s11llated 0'1 ~he Ohio ~1ver. from ~ h( house, bvdt on GI h1qh bluff, one could see up artd down the river; 

and the Vll st commerce of the Ohio Valley en route to l'.J qw Orleans, corivfy~d by thou~cu1ds of steam krl C111d by,j flat­

boats, had. +o p~s,. 1n fvll view of thE house, rwHer thM our pr,sent abode 111 Portland (oreqon). 
I 

~ere, I ho.d my fo st 1n1rod1Jcho11 . to .5Chool life; and while thr,.
1
was my home, I iiiltended fht d1sfrtct ~chool about 

1h ree 11111tS d1~tarit. My t11·rte i:\t school was somewhat broken, as a lar'le swamp prevarled 1n winter be1wee·n our 
I 

house and the school; ond unless the s~crmp WCIS froun over suff1c1~nt fo bear me up, I had to rnakt Gl lori<J 

detour to reach schoel; this was a svff1crent eJ«.cuse for riot qot11q, and ma"y a truarit day was spent 1n the 

diversions which the swamp afford ed when frozen . t<\oreover, my fa1her e11ery 'fall loaded two l(uqe flat boats wdh 

ihe producf of his form, cons1shn9 ;f c.orn, boil
1
ed hay, apples, etc, G1nd flooted the"1 to Nnv Orleans. Th15 trip 

ticcup1ed about 1wo months, and fathers abH11c e, 1f rioth1nq else, was sufficient for me ·to 1ridvct. my mother to co11sent 
I . . 

to my sto.y1n~ from school; so, 1t Cdnnot be pre sumed that I rnad e mvch proq ress wh rlt att~nd inq th rs school, IN rmq 

our sto.y 011 the form , my brcthtr Wtll1a111 and rnfont brother John both died, and· my rnothe.r pr,v'ailed on my father 
I . 

to 5ell ~he farm. He accord1nqly placed thf sale of It 111 the hand s of his ne1qhbor De1ve Merriwether, a shrewd lawyer 

and prominent Drn1ocrat1c pol1t1c1on who had artfully mqrair ~ted h1111s ~ lf 1n1o my father's confidence. Throuqh the alqency 

of this rrian, a sale was effected and half the pur+asel price be1nq pard, fo!hrr was e1ecfed by lllw, and bfter CpeJ 1nq 

what he had received, arid be1r1q bea1en II') every covrt '" the state, he aba rrdoned the farm and all hopes of ,ts recovery. AJ most 

wondtrf u~ to relate , e1qhtte11 yea.rs afterwards whde .a resrdent of St . Pdul, Or. he rae1ved a letter from a well- eridorsed . 

le1wyer of Lou1sv1lle, Ky . enclow1q pC1pers for foihe.r's srqnature, and proposals to 1nsldu1e a suit for the recovery of the forrrt for a 

fee cf one half 1 h~ C1 rnou nt received or a land warrant for 160 Acm and about -1200 ca<;;h. Fathu, bel1ev1
1

ri1 that ht h1.1d ohausted 

the law 111 tht various suits, accepted th£ latter proposal which was duly ratified, but he n<rer h(ard the. Hqucl. 

Father hr\d bw1 cautioned oqainst the qras~1nq des1qris •'f Merriwether wheq he rvrc.hased the far"' of his brother, who said iha1 
. I I 

fe11r of +he r1117ac.1t/ ot D<1Ve was his sole ruSon for part1nq wrth Cl horne h' was much aftacheJ to. Dave, G\ s~rrwd t11td aJro;t 

polii1c1an, was, after th€ death of H•'lry Cl<\y, appointtJ by the ~o'{ertf of Kt'ltucky to fill +he vacant ~•at 1rdhe U.S. 

Se11atf, ond subse~ue.,ily, _ after the orcian12at1oq of New MeJ£1~0 as a turrtory, he was opl'ou1fed by f'rwdtni Ruce its 

9over11or. Whe" my fnther ~old his farrn near loo1svdle, rt was his 1"te11t1011 to move to Teu~, which h•d 
1
ach1ev<d its 111dep­

e"dena.1 and .Ji1s attraehnq a IQrqt t.m1qrat1on. But the ve~a11ous J,t1qai1e,,1 and rts re~vlts Setm to have upHt h•\ ~l"ns, ond 

he >t0<lod '" lh• foll of 1641 • ·lh "'· f •m' I y f com [,,,.,, 11. ' lmooq ~·. lh ••• 1 •••• , .. " old. • th • f mod t. f.,.LI by 

, .. 1 s 1"1 N•"h t. I\. M .. y'' c.11., e, • JL. t ,.\J,1"J,'" ,f 9 cool ",,1,' • f le ••Mo ; • b'"t s ,,\ y m ''" m th: .. t rno•. ~ y . ••• 
rn1s'o~e of t he neqro ser~ont, I was, the ne~1 rnarri1n4 at 4 o' ~lock, cormqned to a coach dtst1 ~ed for fra11kfort, a~oJ the 

. I I 

Sarne d1s1ance 111 an oppo~ 1te d1r€et1011. Tiie pa.,Hi11qers, I svppo~e observ1riq fY1Y yavth, enq~11ed ,,, convers"'t10., with 
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I I 

me and d1~cJered the Hror, not however 1'1 time to r("'edy ;t, and so I was taken io Frankfort, -the -capit<ll of me state, 
. I 

and on the neJt out901119 sta9e I was shipped back to lou1svtlle for(\ ne.., start. fn route to Frankfort, the t .. ani ,.,.., away, the 

'""h "" ·~ .t, ood •1> fo II ""Pl'"'"' of P"""' "' "'" oe I• <S "I"'" , I ~y .. lf b<mq !hJ loo <I '"l""d •f •ny, h"' nq ~+·•Id., 
d1s1ointed. 1t was throu9h this CIC.Cldent that the e.rror 1n my \,di of ladinq "'as d1sl0Vercd. In d11e t1rnG?, I r~achd st. "1ary's, 

haw1q npmenced another staqtt upset en route . lhe f1rs1 letter fro111 ha11111. 1nformad rn<Z that !he family was locoitd at St. Louis, Mo. 

St. t<lary's w11s a qr<1nd 111st.lut1on l'l'lth iwen1y -fo111. prof,ssors 0r1d abo11t two hu11dred student,. 1hL fawlty owned a larqe, h1qhly 

wlhvat,d fa,.., with a number of 'lave~ of both Htes; nurnerovs lay ~rothers manc:1qtcl the various departrncnts . 1he burld,.,q5 

were 1111 of brick , eleqant and cornmod1ovs. 

Tht vacation of 1841 \ sp'"t at the Colleqe . 1hitt of 1843, at the 111v1tat1on · of two of my cousins, pur1ls of St. "1ary's and Sons of 

Maior John t1andfey, ot +nm rnaqn1f1cent pla11tat1on 1n the fat11ous Blue Gross Rei:i1on of Kentucky. In July, 1844, I wo.s recalled home, 

b1cldmq adieu tq SH111ry's, and at the aqe of fourteen leav1nq school, ne.ver rnore to enter a' a student. 

~y father had intended cpvrnq me a liberal education; but the v1c1ssitudes of fortunt had comp,Uec:l h1"1 t; curtail e.lpenses; and 

thus, was ! re,,,oved from school cd the very time and aqe iha~ I should have be~n enter 1nq, and ill· rreparcd to core wrfh · 

'lh• •"Id. My ,. • .,d, ol th. d.,. of my lo<I "h•ol .Y'" wm P"m"m' m R<0dmq, Sp•"'"'' Elml•n, Gooq•ophy, Ou of \i. Gl.O,, 

and Aslronamy. I ntver uperren"d ci.ny trcublt 1n hold1119 mr ros1t1011 amo119 das~ ·mafes . About ih1s C1qe, I wo.s riot s1ronq, W<lS 

muc.h troubled w11h headaches, and 4xtnrnely rwvous 1 which co11~1\1ons interfere~ wdh my od11ancement "' Ari1hmet1c and Grammar. 

As f Was foremost 1n all qo.nm and every scheme of fun and m1 sd11ef, I conc:l1.1de thQt I wos devoid of t_hat tale111 re~ ut~ife for uac1se 

of tht re<\soninq powers. I Qm 111debtcd to 11 qood memory for any prof1c1Ency 1 mo.y hi:lve qa1rwi 1n those svpr.rf1c10.I studies wh 1ch 

Qre of vtry little practical benefit in the business purS u•h of life. 

I never mt1 w1ih Ma1or Handley or any rn~ntber of hrs family after my plta~<lnt ve1cat1ori spe111 at ihc palo.t1al rne1n,1on. Uncle 

~oh" Horidl e ~'s estaie c..on,.,t111q of 1100 Clere~ wa5 s:tuaied 1n Je1s1rnene Covrity, an4 wo.~ dts1qriQted and w1dtly know[! As 
Cliff Co!tC1qe from ihe )ocaf1 011 of the mari51or'! on an errr1nence. o~•rlook1nq the Kc .. tuc.ky River. 

~c owrwl a larqe nu"1~er of slaves wh o were 111qo.qeJ 1n the prodvct1on and pack1n'1 of hemp and tobacco. ~1s eld~st Son 
I . 

John was located a+ L11tle Roe~, Ar~a"S<lS, and became a C1rcv1t J~dqe there.; and, I o.m . 1nfor,.,ed the Co~fed erate ULl\Cra! Pi Cle-

burne who lo~t h1~ life ~t the Batlle of frankl111 wa~ a law-~t~de11t of Judqt Handley, Some of the other sons rvere ,·,, fhe Confederate 
I 

army Md ont, likely John, 1n th1 Conftderaf< Con9reSi. 

On«f my "\~\mol«, V'""'t SI.;,.,., •ft.- who« folh" St .v. ... ; Foct "" n•~•J, J'"'"'Y°' .,th '"' lo S!.l"" ~h'" 
wo. P" 't•d . '/try fother W•U hol<l1nq the po,1hon of Deputy Sheriff of the Cou11ty, an cl I found h1rri occup11~d Cit -the court houser Mother 

rv1th braH1H Disn, Mer ~nd lucy, twiris, w~orrt I had 1not ye.t aen wert out 1n ihe C<>untry twrnty milt.~ d1ilant. Afttr ref' ~ 111q 

St . Looi~, foiher ho.d invested what rnonty he had rerna1ninq ir1 " sftamboat ply1nq on the Illinois f?1vtr, whic'h prov1n~ a succ-
. I 

ess, he purchased the outfit entire and beca1T1e Capt din. _Still conhnvmq tb rnake. money, he purcliast!d controll1nq 1nfe re•: 1n 

Cl qood boat rvr1111t1~ on thr Missouri and fool<' cha'rqe of her, plac1nq hi' brother-in· law Mr . Pauldinq 1n charqt of tht lll1no1s boat. 
I . .. 

Soon thereafter wl11lt fhe lat1cr boat was C1 3Ce11d1nq ihe river wdh two barqes 1n fow - ond on the 4th of Jul;,-"the bar9&s and 
. I 

their taluabfe corqot~ were lost; the sh 1 pPH' brouqht Suit for darT1aqe e1nd prov1nq neql1qence 1n loadrnq, rece1ve:d uch 
. . I 

damaqes as ~tranded fatha, who broken up and out of employment W<H qlad to securt a deputy-ship 1n the Sheriff's offict 

11t a S111all salary, oncl thu s, was I reeall(d. fro111 S<hool. 

I wen1 ov1 io ~ee ~oth(r 1n a few days and fo~nd Dan, a lad ~f fwe.l11e years , out behind the huuse d1vfrf1riq 



pounnq ~h1c.k. molcmes down 1he rhrOC1ts of the t1¥111s . 

Shortly tlfttr, the famrly rnov~d into the cdy; an. d there, I saw for -the firs! tinie JoHph f'auld1119, ari rn'fant 1n the 
I .. 

cradle . John Drvm wa~ the11 alt<ndw:i the Je.5u1t Colleq<l 1n Si.lours; but I 1d1d not coll on him thQt fall . 
. . , I 

The sheriff, undtr whom my father wo.s servrnq was de.foited 'j father was thrown out of ernployrner1t, and I was 
I 

.Sertt to learn the waqon ma~er's trnde w 1th otie Jofin Murphy, - no fa111rl y c.onnecl1on of ours, who cqndvc.ted o !Mqe factory 

and h~d rrt<)de a fortune supply111ci the 4overnment ond fur traders with w~qon5 . His w1fo wa' a Conad1an; they had 

no chddrrn, and we.re os rnean arid miserly as covld be. Hr.re I hoorded, aAd every mornrnCJ at 4 o'cloc.k, I was 

ca\la.d and q1vtn f.ftw1 w1ts to qo and pre cure meat for th~ day, l1nd was Kept trl IO o"clock P.l'v1. read1nq alol.!d by thej l 1~ht 
of a dim tallow candle, the life of Martin Lufher and other similar _works. Dvr1nq the day, I was employed sawinq heir 

w1nter'5 wood with a buck-saw, turninq the qr1ndstone for hours, sometimes parntinq wa9on$ or wheel-barrow, but 

qenerally, catchrnq from 1he. teamster and prlrnq up thousands, 1f not m1!11ons of brick, sufftcw1t To erec.t a row of brrc.k 

house5 m 1he spnnq . My pious, Chrnhcm (?) master would not fvrn1sh me with a pair of qloves, thouqh my hands were worn 

row and covered with blood. The hu"1iltllty of the teornsters alone saved rne from lo~mq rny hands entirely, a' they would 

otcas1onally lend me their qloves . My fother was taken violently 11! 1n the latter part of winter artd my mother took me home 

which l/t.ry much displeased fa1her; and he declared his intention of 1nden1vnnq me as soon ~s he recovered .. A~ his 
. . I 

dlne.ss was very niuch prolonqed, I souqht and found employment elsewhere . Tf115 1s the only 1ns1ance '." wh 1c.\i I rnn Tw think 

my fother W0.5 unreasonably harsh and severe. l can rw:1!1 t1111es when he became very Mqry with me but I desirved rt, and rare . 

In tht fa ll of 1844 we moved to St. Louis; and 1n the fall of 1845 I went 111to the store of an Eriql1sh cutlery firm, 

Hancock ~ Smoot. b1r. Ha11~oc.k tret1ted me kmdly; Smoot was maMqer of a brMch f19use in Illinois . t11y duties wm such 

a5 d1volved on boys of thut aqe: open1nq the store, swe~prnq, clustinq, del1ver1nq small packaqes : the bus1ne

1

ss was 

ne~ heavy, and all sales by the packaqe . Mr. Hanco'k and I ran the store, he keeping the books and mendrnq to sales, e~ ­

tept M occas101'1al peddler, on whom 1 would attend. 
~~ I 

The fom was w1nd1nq up the business l1t the 11me, and 1n the sprinq closed the house and retired to the store rn c.hMq12 of 

Smoot. Tla~y proposed fok1nq rne with them; no doubt , th rouqh reqard for " fovof rny father had tonferrd on tht m by 

q1v1nq t1rnely warnmq of the impending fa ilu re of a debtor, by which the firm sec.uredl p~ymqnt. 

Shor1 1y aHtr, I Went into the Hardware Storti! of Donaldson Hull, a very larqe estl bl1s hmtnt with many clerks and re very 

bnqh1 boy Qbout my C1£je who had been two years with the firrn, and was familiar wdh the bu51ness vvhich was entirely different 

from the one I had iust left . I suppose I did 11ot su it ; for I only rcita1ried the place a few 
1rnonths. 

I I 
Wh~n I was d1schar9ed my folher was qreatly d1s~leased, -nd he shortly C1fter sent me to Murphy's; from whenct en1er-

. I 
ed ihe carpentc.r shop of Shook and worked as an apprentice . They employed about twe.nty men; and here, the know ledqe 

l had ~a1ried at John Murphy •s 111 turning the qr1ndstone WCI~ put into rnost constant use; when not so enqaqed, I was 

r1ppin9 boards, or dean1nq shop . In a few rnonlhs they faded, and Reve Shook, r!sum1nci business on a sniall sct:1le 
. ~ ~ ~ - ; 

cilone, I stayd with h1rn that winter and into the sprmq, 'board1nq at home w1;h Cl small Q!lowance 511ff1c1ent to clt hie 
and feed me, but which Shook Wl15 never able, or wl\lmq, to pay me . ,Here, however, I qarned some knowledqe of t~e use 

' I ' I I 
of tools, and became pretty exper-t rn lay1nq sh1nqles , floor1nq, woather-bodrd1nq and ordinary fmrn1ng . Reve soon .f'"t 
un~er. and I thtn found tmployment with a Mr._Abtrnethy, a sub-contrac11nq carpenter who was frn1shmq one of the fm~~t rc~1d ­

Qntts Iii St.Louis. After a few days' ir1al, this nrnn told me n£ would t1llow rne one dollar per day. Most ~rat1fyinq t1d1nqs 
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this wasio me: her! was an opportunity to make what seemed a fabu lous sum, handla some money; her~tofore, I hod 

been C1!1owed Cl mere suffteitncy to support life. Mr. Abernethy, however, soi°n tollapsed in bus1n£S5; but he paid me ever-y 

cent Qqreed upon, Clnd I found hm1 a kind- hearted, humane, honest m(\~. Ht WM 0. brother t. the ftrst provmanc1I qovtrnor of 

I I . . I 
Oreqon, and his c.onversat1onS about that the.n rrn1ote reqton, cr£ated w1th111 me a dt5trt to sa that land; and forlhw1t j' , 

without the know\edqe of my fother, I mQC!e appl1c£1t1on to Gen. Frerno r t then 1n St. Louis orqa1111111q an e>;ped1t1on for explolrai1on 

1n tht Oreqon 1erntory; but I was t~o younq, and my appl1cat1on was reiected~ I never expected to mee t my fmnd Aba r thy, 

who went West. I did so twenty yeo.r5 G1fter, over on Pt.1~et Sound: he thrn was canvass1nq Wt1shinqton Territory as a canl d1date 

for Conqre5S; I,· proH~ut1nq qovtrnm(nt surveys. · · 

After Sof11E. intervals of idleness, rny father secured a svrvey1nq contr4ct for Un1tetl States qovtrnment surv,ys 111 Southl"mtHn ~1ssour1, 
I I I 

and wo.s at th<.1t werl< 1n the foll and winter of 1845, f1n1sh1nq abovt Christmas. Durinq h1~ alia11ce, my s"ter Lucy, a11~d four ai d o. 

half ytar5, f~ll int~ o. cellar of water o.nd was drown~d. In the sprinq of 1846 I went to work for Charles Ryan, o. mo.~er of scale5~and 

I remo1ned w1lh h1111 about a year, becominq qu1ie expert 111 tqsltr1q and npq1r'Jnq scale5 . There were two other o.ppnntices 1n the 

shop who had been there some tinw before me . The Ryan Bros. had a larqe contract to set up corn shellers and Clqreed to q1ve vs 

fifty cents for each machine. We sat up at n1qht after work hours, and my fellow apprent1Ces aqrecid to set up onci machine ec:tch 

n1qht for me, and to fvrn1sh books, on condition that I should read c-lovd aud 1bly for thern. The three machines were 

c,om?leted by m1dn1qht, arid a lnrge amount of l1qht' literature d1qested. I hlld now become quite stronq; but this nr~ht 
work be9an to foll on me; I was stri cken with inflammatory rheumatism 111 thnprniq of 1847, and suffered +ht 9reater part 

[[ . 

of thai spnnq, and never resum1nq work 1n the shop. My mother had always
1
opposed th rs occupat1on, (15 work1nq rn 1fon 1s 

bla c.k, 9rea5y work . \n the 5Urnme"r, my aunt Drum, lately btreavcul of her husband, c.arnci to St. Louis with her son John, 1

1

and 
I • 

put up with vs. Mrs . Drum return~d to Galena after a short stay.,,Whde 111 St. Louis her younqest c.htld Mary was hap 1zed, 

I be111q spomor. John remained to doc.tor his eyes . , I I 

After a brief interval, I went info the employmtnt of one Jeffry, a qrain broker l an cl storllqe man . tno Mex1ca War I 
I I I I l 

had btqun Jn the foll, and my 1111r1ority d1squal1f1ed me from bm1q enrolled Q~ a volunteer. My fother wa5 a candidate at 
I I I I 

t\ie spnnq elett1on for C1ti Mar~hal: there were two Oe111ocrG1ts and one k'now-no1hinq 111 the camp~1q11; the latter was of 
• I . 

course elec.ted; the CMVass was elCpens1ve and my family w11s involved rn very r~duced l means, ihe wolf was many times at 

the door, ancl I then izx.penence.cl the qreotest poverty ever knowri 111 my father's hovse. The ne-xt sprrnq's city elettions, the De1110-

crats were succe.,sful and B, Mularnphy, a friend of rny father, was elec.te.d M~yo ~, arid father was tandered the off1c 

of Chief of Poli te; wh1th dec.l1n1nq, he wa' C1ppo111ted one of three C1tv W'1tqhers - ,there had been o_nly one before; bu~ 
I I I , / I I I I I .1 

the rnaqn1tude of the business crecited such o. clarnor for the post that to conctl1atcz affairs, three were c.reateci, w] 1c!1 

d1v1ded up the proc.eeds to each; al,o, led to sharp competition. The salary was requlated by 5talute; but the bus ness 

houses hlld their c.hoJC~ of we1qh ers; eo.ch one hcid ~bout four deputies, Md the applrcc:lnt who could secure the b SJ ~ 
. I I I I 

nes~ of the lo.rqest dealers secured an appointment, wo.s qrven the we1qh1riq of those houses and received a pehent-
1 . • 1 · 

o.qe on his work. John Drurn and 1 were. ass19m~d cleputy-sh1ps; of course, neither of us could enlarqe the bus1nelss i 
and rt was policy for fa1her to have us do c:11! that wa5 not controlled, and I was kept lively when the

1
river was open I 

to nav1qat1on. 
1 

• 
1 I ' 

~f.WS of the d1$covery of 9old 1n Cal1forn10 reached us that foll. One of the deputies, rlem1nq, llnd one J c Gowan w ~om I 1

'1 · I 
knew and shlll\ refer to hereafter, 1rnmed1ately started by way of the Isthmus of Panama, artd r;ached the Eldorado 
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that foll. The e-s.c1tement was intense: every young man that lould raise the price of an ouTf1t wa' dttermm~d to qo 

o'<'erland 1n the spr1nq. Cou~in Andrew Murphy re~ched St. louts the1f foll. I had never seen him before. cJly 

1n the spring our party .was or~~n11ed; Andrew Murphy, John Drum, IT om M~rphy- c:rnother c.ou,.w1, JamJs 

Garvin, O'Connor, a yo ling lawyer, arid myself: our ind 1v1 duCll apportionment was .$# 3'25, whr ch amount my ~lather 
9<1ve m£, Mr. Jeffry:s noie for .#130 J released to hr~ 'for five dollars, all that I ever" received fer ~1X months' s~rv1c.e. 

I 

Our entire outfit - ~\X rnules, a waqon, harnes' and supplies - wa~ sh1pptd by boCtt from St. Louis t<>_st.Jo~tph, Mo. 

We went o.s passe11~C?rs, e.rnbark1119 on or about ~he first of April, 1649. We qav11 one J. Flynn pass1:1qe throuqh fr hrs 

services as dr iver, at vvhtch he WCI<; very dexterous with Stnqle team, he1v1nq been GI teamster 1n the Mex1CCln rar. 

Before our departure, hovvever, Andrew o.nd I, obout the middle of MMch 5tarted on a brief v151tc:1t1on to our 

rno.ny re.lllt1ves 1n and aboui Galena. We took passaqe on the first s1eamboot up -!he nver that 5prin1' Md maJe 

but o. short stay. I met 111 Galrne1, aunt Drum and fornrly, Tom Olear y, a cous1ri of rny father, my aunt Reed with 

CA larq~ family, a sder of rnothers arid one or t~o oih~r relatives. The cire~ter number lived out 1r1 the country 

about twenty miles; but be1nq informed that tne roe1ds, O!Vlr'lq to the bnzakrng up of Winter, were 1"1pa5s1ble, 

I J,d not have the pleasure of see1nq a larq~ number of COhned1ons. T'1e hlluse where I was born was ,Pointed out, 

but \ d 1d not rn it ·,t. 
Retvr'1tnq to 'lt. Lou t; and bicldinq C.\dteu to my parents - my brother DC.\n was at Cape G1radeau at school - we started 

on our overland journey of four monihs' durnt1on, rerna1n1riq at St. Joseph abou1 two wuks. We beqan our trcimp on the 

north bank of the "11ssouri, and crossed at about where now 5land Omilha and Council Bluff. Althouqh thou5ands were 

~~ead of us, we found out vve were in advance of the qrowth of the qra$S on which our animals had to depend; so wi enqaqtd a . 
farmer to qo w1\h a loGd of corn about one hundred and fifty milts. We also d1sc.ov•Hqd that wa were overloaded and our waqo1 e. n-

:1rely too lvuivy; so vvt purcha~td a l1qht woqon and four rnore rnulu and d1sper\sed wrth IT'lany articles not absolutely necesslary. 

Tne Missouri crossed, we bid adieu to t1vil1tat1on arld plunqed into the unkriown. We were on the broad un1nhab1tec:l plains wrthout
1
a 

· I 11 I 
setllerntnt vntil we reiiched the qold field~ of Calrforn1a, west of the Sierra t!evodas. 

. Wt ne~e~ saw the foce of a white man on our long westward 1ourney, except at forts Laramie, Kearney and Hall, and those r the 

qreat throng hasteninci on, as we were. All were intent and ea~tr to qathtr. up the covettd qolcl; all seemed impressed with the importance 
I . 

of ~~1<1 no, lo\s of ·qrub'; tearrnq famine would prevail 111 that remote reqton . be.fori ade~uate 5upplrts could rei ch there 
1
to feed tht rst 

rnult.ludts +hot wm conqreqC1t1nq there h~ land and water from every country of the qlobe. The few eJttpttons wtre the wise Te.5 . 

The~ distanced the others 1n the. rr:ice, bro ~qht through their team$ rn qood cond1t1on and thereby had a capital to heq1n wdh; 

while th~ larqe mQ1or1ty draqqed them loodtd until they were iad&d out and then I unloaded on thl! wayside, nousand!> reached th1r qo! J 

I I I J 
fields W1~hout an1ma\s, prov1S1or1' or c\oth1n<J UC.!lpt wnat WaS on lhm person: Jn the meant1mt, veuelsl had co

1
mr. to por '1adr 

with prov1s1ons ond qoods of e.v<ry description, and ther• wa' no svffer111q for supp\"s 1n the accessible camps. The first C£1mp we struck 
I I 

wns at Weaverville in Eldorado County, and there we remained m1n1n'l with butcher-knife ond tin pan on ·tht flat C1bout Hanqtow~ 

Som' six Wt11ks1 durrnq wh1c.h time . we barely mad~ C1 l1v1nq. O~e of the first miners I mr.t was deputy Fl;emrnq, who star1edl out 

from St. louts at the ftnt Ml'iS of the 015covery of qold, almcst Cl year previous. About the ftr~t of Oc.tobar, we !aft. Hanqflow'1 

for Sacrnmento ver~ much discouraqed w1~h that camp, )'lh1ch soon Rroved 011( of the r1chrsf 111 Cal1forn1a. 1 

I I I 
Arr1vmq at Sacramento, I met P. li1cGowan from Sf. Louis, estcibl1$hed in Cl we1qon repa1r1nq shop w1tl1 a qood stock of h rd 

. , I 
wood, and co1n1nq money, havtnq Qlr ~<1dy about ~10,000. Ke was pleased to see me, a11d proved afterwar15 a 11ood friend. 
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I I 

, I 

• 

I 
I 

I I I 
AndrQw, Drum, Go.rv1n and I concluded to embark wdh Fred Sc.hatk", a . chum of Andre.w'!> from Gal111na ar'ld an 

I 

uncle of the famou~ Arc11c nplorer, ~nd to outfit for a eamp know r o.s Gold Run, of fobulous riches . Andrew ond Garvin hi d but 

\11tle 1f any money; Orurn and I n1:1d about .i400 qnd the Sihatka rn~n about that amount. A wagon, three yoke of oten an f a 

load of new supplies to last the w1nt£r were purche1~ed, Qnd wt were iu~t ready to stC1rt wh1tn I wo.s to.ke~ S1Ck . Prum re olved 
. I I • I 

to nurse m12., and we lived 1n a tent where. Socrnme.nto now stands. The others sforted, and wcire to Jet us know where to follow. 
l 

~o mail route!~ were then establ1~hed 1 all WM chaos, an
1

d we never heMd lfrom +h~m until spnnq. I W'1S not lonq sick an soon 

went to work for the Wat5on Brothers from St. Louis, at s1.J-teen dollars per day, runn1n9 a cross-cut saw, qatfoiq out bocks 

for a row of stores they were ergding, and finally fJll1nq a larqe ditch, almost a tonal, whJCh rart d1l1qorially throuq lht1r 

lots, t1nd which had been dug by Colonel Sutter around h1s l fort. John Drum was drivinq a rnule tum for some company; but we 
I . . 

determined to d19 out the qo\d ourselves, so John and I purc, ased one little mule and \ol1dtd it with our blMkets, cooK1nci ufensds and 

prov1s1ons and start ed for Maripose1 Camp 1n Central California. We had proceeded as far as Anqel's Camp, vvhen l was sturq by 
I I 

some insect while I was qath<:nnq cin arm load of wood: my blood be1nq, I Sllppose, 1n scurvy cond1t1on, my arm became vel ry 
I I I . 

much inflamed and swollen, and we thouqht it prudent to return to 1Sl1cramento, wh1eh we just reached a short hrne bQfore tJat city 
I I 

was submerqed by th ' qreof flood of 1850, when Mar\y QI\ the 1nh<1b1tants we rt forced to seek rduqe on Cl knoll abou~ four mile) to 
I I I 

the et1st. Col. Sutter scx1d he had never experienced the itke, arid 1t was the qreatest rain foll known to that date. When the water sub-

sided, I went to wor\( for l<\cGowan mak1nq wa9on-beds: here aqo.1n, my l<nowlcd'le of the V$• of t•Hp~11t1r's tool~ came into play. Drum 
I . 

resumed his old i•b of mv\1t-dr1ver for the Watson Brothers. 

About the first of April , much to our surprise, Andrew and Garvin c.ame. down; Cl snow storm had come upon them before 

they reached their de sh no.t1on; Some of their mules wandertd o.way ancl weriz never found; so thczy erec1ed Q cajbin 

and went 1rito winter quarters on the spot. Yery qood bar d1qg1nqs were found 111 the ; 1c1rnty and th~y had rnade , bout 
I 

two thousand dollars each, which they 1ns1sted should be shared ei:iually w1tn Drum and me as we had furnished the ' 
I I . , I 

outfit. We four then went back to the camp where ih~ y 1 
h11d wint, red and resumed work; but soon d1s

1
c.ontin1Jed, belr v1nq 

the ~rouna worked out. They had used cradles, ~rid the qrounp wh1c\, hc:1d four rnonths' handl1nq in that crude system could h'lve
1 
b, en 

mined over 111 four weeks with appliances a~1 ter 1j ard$ used . I neve'r sal a sluice box in those day9. Whlat
1 

wa1I des1qnated as a"lonq 
• I I I 

ton{' was iust com1riq into use when I left Cal1forn1d, one year later. I I I I 
I 11 I I 

1!1os1 of the qold wash1nq was done with tin pans and wooden bowls, somet~1nq lih our old.fashioned bread bowl; the cradle rs a 

wonderful c:1dvante on the fo5t method. I 1 I · I I 
I 

On return1nq to Sacramento, we dissolved pi1rtnt:r5h1p. Garvin, a tinner by trade, wint to work 111 that line~ Andraw, 1s a 1 
I~ I I . I ' ' d I I f t ca rpenter; John arid I found employment at tvvo undred ollars per month 1n the Quartermaster's Departmqnt o a qovernmen 
I . ' I 11 

expedition under camrnand of Gcrneral rfathan1el lyon5, afterwards killed 1n tht Civil War ot Pea R1dqe . Lieutenant Stonczrnar'I, afler-
1 I I 

worcis Governor af California , W0.5 an off1Cer 1n +he sare ~'Aped1hon. I I 
. I , 

Our d~ty wos to have charqe of e1qht mules, car a for packs and unpack the burden of svppl1ts. 1htre were twenty of us 111 lh~ u· 
I I I I I I 

pqd,t1on, e1monq others two from St. Louis Co. n'1m~d JC1meson, and w1rh whom I .::ifterwards became lonq connec.ttd in olher · ur.su1ts; 

' I I I 1 I ' here,\ found also, one of my old schoolrt1s fTj St. Mary's, We crossed the Sierra Nevada Mts . fr~m the he~d of the Sa .

1 

ra -· 

mento ot the ba~e of tM . Shasta and 1ourneyed to Goose Lake 1n Oreqon . !The obieds of this exped1t1on werrz firs? to recover 
I I' I I ' I 

the eHeds "cached" the previous foll by some United Slates t~pe.d1t1on, and to inte.r the rem ins of e1 tl.S. Enq1necr who hod bo~n mu dered 
I ! I 

by savaqes; Setond, to afford prott.d1on to 5ut h em1qrants Cl5 should seek to come into California on .th1s 11odhern routa, and to chash~e 

I 
+ 



' ,. 

I I 

Indians for therr depredation,. j ' 

We did supply Somt starv1n9 e1111qrants with f~od, saw the remain' of other~ who hcid been killed by the Ind 1ans, 

but fhe Indians kept ~ut of s1qht and harm's way. I 

We ,tarted on tht return trip, but Wr!.re met PY mes,~nqcrs w Ith d1:1patch~s for half the command, for sore 
reQ,OrJ, te t'ehJrn north, and t

1
he .,ther:i to report at 8-. Oru T ~nd I were amonq the t'wlllve d1.,stn i° 

rdurn: Jamfson and Lonq were c.liose.n to hke c.horqe of Hie mules; but Long and I eic.hanqed and 
. I 

he went back with the e1q>ed1hon. 

Thl5 ends the autob1oqraphy of MatthC?w O'Connell ~urphy, laid M1de because of illness, and never e · 
.5umed. The remainder of his story i5 -~onta1ned 1n lettrzrs written by his pauqhter~ Lucy V1rqin1a ( 1n I 
November 1942) Md Mary Octavia ( ~ februory 1943). I 

I I I 
On h1~ return to Sacramento C1ty, jtv10Hhew Murphy was not sah$f1ed to resume. m1ninq so he. dec.-

1ded to o.~'5ay qold for the miners . They at first doubted h1\ abtlaty or accuracy or henesty - but Soen 

found his a5;
1
ay' a~ t1ec1Jrote as those of the minr 111 San fra11c1sco • . the.n t'ru,ted h11n vvdhout q1Ject1on

7 
sav1nq 

the e.~pe.nse. of ~xpre.sS' charqes and the r11 k of sh 1prnent, wh 1c h wa-. then qreqt, 

D15~ahsf1ed with the. failur f of has early prospects of Cal1for111Q and ~till 1nfr1qu·ed wdh the tales or the 
UreqorrTl!rritory told by Abernethy to h1~ younq apprt.tihce 1n St .Lovas, he decided to rdurn to "11~'our1 and 1nlf/uence 

his parents to accompany h11'?) to Oreqon, leav1nq CG1l1forn1a In the Spr1nq of 1851 he travelled by way of the ldh ­
m~s of Pa11arna sine< travel eastw<1rd across tnrz plc11ns wa 1 1mpo5'~1 ble to a lone travellu. On arr1v1nq a1 St. 1oseph 

he chanced vpon on old school friend who told ham tliot Matthew's father and the family were not 1~ St. Ld u1~ 
but were. at tliat mo merit 1'1 a St. JoH.ph hotel pie nn 1 nq to leave shortly for Ore<Jon by t he Over I and Trad. I 

Rlun11cd, the fo.rn1/y soon left Mu$our1 by boat, tro.n5 · Sh1pp1nq at New Orlean:; for Cl-iaqrc), ~he11c"' aero s th.: 

lsthmvs to P4rtama on the roure so recently traveod ~y the yeunq Ari:io11aut; at .PariarYla the family took shilp for 

O re~on 1 whue the.y !Gnded at Portland, t"re1h younq metropolis on the. Wi1larnette, Ofet:ion tr1b11to.ry . to the rn1qh~y 
Columbia R1vtr. I 

1 
j 

1 
1 • • I . 

Dar11tl and Cathm11e 1711rchosed two lob in Portland at the torn~r of Fourth and Taylor l Streets in a par~l 1ally 
cleared patch 111 the surroundinq fore.st • qreat trees ly1nq 1n all d1rect1ons and tlie streets mere trails: On th1~ prop· 

erty they had four houm built,, three be111q renjted arid the fourth b(c.om1hq tne home. of the ltra~splanred M1s,

1

our1 

couple ti). 1 I • I (<.) I · 
Matthl!w Murphy applied for and received a land qront of 320 acres a short d1stance jnorth of st. Paul on 

the east"• side of the Willamette R1ve.r. Thes
1

e government land qranfs were made to youn~ e.m qrants as an i/n duce­
rnent to sdtle in th' Wec;t. On this qrant he set-tied and h ~d hu house and barn erected - probably by h" 
cousin and companion on thetr1p to fol1fornta, 

1
Andrc\'I/ Murphy, who had c;1lso left tlH qold1f1ellds to settle 1n Or,qon. 

Jch'I Orum. 111\0'lher Cousar and Matth<?w·, Cjompa r 10" 1n SQCf<l •nento an~ on the Goo'e loke. e1ped 1ho'1' remo r td 1n c_al1forn IQ 

where ht had be.Her fo.tvne. H1~ son fo rided a borik which ha~ qrown 1ntc th, American Trust Company I 
I ' I I I I I 

Anor~w Murphy also sdtltd on a land qr<1nt tho h{ wa5 not a farmer b1.1t Q car pen tu c.nd bu tit many of the hous J 1n 
. j I j I I 

the va!l-ey of which the whole or parh of a qre<1t number s,till housf res1Clrnts of the valley.I 

On 4 ftliruary 185G 11\o.Hhew married Mary flll!n Co~tello , a Clwnpofq: btauty, 1" tht l1ltle St. Paul M1s11on. fl/e" Costt lo ) 
born 15 May 1036 1n Fort Wttyne Indiana, W<U the. do.1Jqhter of on orly ('Jr(q j ri pioneer family. Her half-brother Huqh Burns 

I I I wa.s orie. of ihe S1qntrs of th' Churnpoeq Paet which utablished local self·qovtrnment durtl'lq tht period ef the British 

An11?rican tondom1niu111over1he Oreqon Territory, Herl younqcr brJ the.r Jiimef Costello 1' burt<?d 111 the c\.iurchyard of th 
1 

.J I I 
olcl M1ss1on Dolores tn Son Froric1sco. Her sttll·younqer half-brother Johri M. Gec:irin, a \ead111q attorney of Portland, 
WA~ appointed to tho United Stat~s ' Senatt! to complete the term of sdnator : lr11tc.hell,who died 1n ,off1te. (3). 

I I . 1 , I I . 
The younq couple StHla.tl down 1n the \1ltle houst near the nver, srartm9 thci larqe family w 1fh JorrtltS Cle1T1e t, 

I 1 I born No v. 15 , 18 56, Cathwl'lci Mary, born Au9~~t G, 1858 and Oan1 t l Ro.r\\a~I. nanud for Matth•w's nelt youoqer brother, 

born Apr1l IG, 1860. I I j 

{I) Thts proputy, sold many y~a r s \ot<r when Portland hcid qrown into a 1hriv1nq tndropol.s and s"aport, ?ctcim +Ii~ site of th 

P<'rt lo., d lodqc of the Loya l Order of Moo5c. f (2) Le:11er t)',pand«d tQ 460 aeres by 'purdi«H of ad) o 11" l .,~ ~-lond, I 
(l)fo11or stnator a"d a number- of the Stnate for 3? you, M1tcht!I k1lltd h1mstlf becauH of the rfoqract of l1:1ncl qrant fraud,, 
inndC! \.y h" a,mtant5, usir1q h1~ se~I. · • 8 - ! I 



R1s1ri'l wat"r on thct Wollamdtc. R1v._r, cu clc?vo,tat1nq 0'> that whoc:h thci yo11thfvl miner e•pcr1encf.d tn S<.cra ­

mcnto ten yeors beforf., forced evacuation of thci small ho J c by th11 river 's td9e o" Arri\ 10th. El\rn, !hit yovnq 
I 

mot!iH, wa' lifted out, on o ma+tre~s, from an 11pper window, hu 1wo · day·old l:>aby held firmly 1n her arms . Reochmg 

h1qher ' ground, +he family 1rciruferr
1 
cd to a wa9on wh ile. tf.e sw1rlutq v.atcn ployed abovt the horso' lt<JS anc:l la.,rcd 

I I I I 
the hub1 of the woqon wheels . The f"rce fl•od sw .. pt away every lposHS51on of the l1Hle family ntcpt tht lol 1htlf-

hou1e, born , cottle,ch1cktl\S•all Wl?l'C lost. Tiny Cathi:nnit, too yrhq to ar J r~c1at~ 1he calom1t1, reacted with qre It qlu to 
the u.h1lcirat1ot1 of the thrilltnq , adventoJrovs rescue ond thcz eqvally t:r.<1t1nq ride thru +ht flow1n'I flood waters. 

Undaunt~d by th" m1sfortu11e, M<1tthtw rt built h15 home a m1\( or more east of tht river on on 1c\cvot1on ~onie 75 fut abovt 
(I) 

th11 richly fert1lt flah of his domain. His ne1qhbor and cou11n Andrqw, a c<upe.oter who built many of th, home1 1n tlw Volley 

<Ind who~e hand1 work may still pt Sten In mo it of the rema1n1nq p1one1r home,, dovbtlcsi \umcd him 1n rtMto~l11h1nq his hom, , 

O\ did o1her no1qhbors 1n conformance. to p1onc~r <ustom on the fn>nfoz j' I 

MaHhQW, too ,litt\e 1nel1ned to +ha l1f12 of Q farmar, found h11 l<'~owledqe of 1urvey1r1q, the foundot1on of" which had boen r equired 
I I I 

1n M1s1our1 1n 1845, much 1n demand 1n the qrow1nq Nodhw~st, and he was cont1nuolly enqaqt.d in property survey [ . Th<l early 

state and Ccunt11 records qenerally "arr1ed the ~ hra)t. "5urveytd ~ y M. o·c.Mvrphy'. F1r<l , SWtepinq thru the Sale,,, Courthouse'" 

1'}17, destroyed a vast number of his or1(\1nal survey rHords. I 

Durinq the summH of 1860 he wa~ ClH01nted as aH1stont to Thoma~ Hunt, qovernrn«nt surveyor enqoqed to e>1te.nd nG1t1onal 

Survey' into l'l'ash1nqton Territory, t o include islands on . Pvq•t Sou11d near Seattle. Approach1nq compht1on of ~he qround su
1

rvey' on 

Whidby lsl<1nd, Matthew with h1~ pMty returned to tho JOlnt camp for the pro1ttt 'to find that a local lnd1cm chief had 1 11rdered 

~unt and his men, bu1y111q them shallowly on th e SQndy beach. Re1nterrinq t he murdered m1m and faar1nq o re!•H(\•nce of tht 

Indian upr1s1nqs vvh1ch had earlier troubled th, sparsoly·,ettled Sound area, the rema 1 ~cler of the party too k tu their smlll boah 

and .,.11th 't>la.,hh for ,ails mado th~1r way to thci Yesler '&lo<l:house neor the mouth of the l)uwar1mh R111tr . This W<Js a round 

two· stor1od loq structoJre, th, UffH slory be1"q porled , wo t h iron hacks on the floor Sufpod1n'I a cannon wh 1rh coulld l>e 
I . 

sw1\thqd ta fire from any port . 'The ec111noneer was o li1rqe·framtd "Y11omon, After a f •• "" days 1n this Seattle stron J hold with 

no furthH 1 nd1~ahons of Indian troublt, the survey party rdurn ed to Oreqon whtre they c"I""'* tho qrow1nq o p p roh~Ml ion. 

Life en the St. P11 ul f arm w<1 s typirol of that of other ri ch forml<1nch, ,.,tons1f1ed on .ts ruq~cd 11mpl1<1ty and hard to,l l>y the 

you+h of ~I! fronha,. <ommun1ty, In tho\a e.arly day' wheat and ooh w11re the solti crop~ , with lhe 9ra1n hauled 'oy wo41on to 

J11me~M<KG1y's mill ovtr po"' roads often so deeply ruited and mired the horsas could riot pull th4 lo<1d. Wood mu st ba cut 1n v~st 

qu"ntohes 1o vrov1de fu~I thru th, cold w111ters. G11me was pltnloful and bcrrit1 rlthand from H" wild bushes wcr~ us r rly found 

on the h bl,, Smoked mut rrodncd le1'oor1ously by tht lonq tod1ou1 prott\SCS ovad01ble en tlu farm, prov•d•. d food for the wint,,, fa,,.,, 
• I I I 

\Net4 s,lf ·\u1\a1n1nq 1n thole ruqqtd tar Ir ytars o"d ra9u1red the labor of m°''Y hQnds . ihr mod u1efull and by fcir thcr moAt raluablt 

trop, 1n the devtlotmt.nt of th• farm, th~ community a11d th, St<1te, was to 'De found 1n the ma11y c\11\clrtn b)ouqht into he•'1'1 dn th'5e 

f('ridc fot!TIS . In tho,, Matthew ond [l\qn p rov1d ~ d a bumper crop Qf foudtcn over a, period of twenty two yaors 
1 

of 'l'lhom ~eh sunivtd 

e\,1lclhood and youth to rendar lonq ye ars of 'erv1ct ond honor io thq1r family , their Stater and thrn lo.lat1on. 
• I 

fczecl1nC\. cloth1n'I <1 nd educat1nq H1" lar9e family to.ad the daily enerq1cz\ of the couple over m11ny yroo, F.lleri, on th r 11 pi•nur 

dop, !?Ven mod2 the 5u1h h~r hu1\land wort. Dantol ond Pater, younqer brotficrs of Matthew, tnQde many rltas ;.,, \wlr ~rom t~eir 

more en1rqtt1c and thr1t1nq brother~ plea' whirh wert ""''rrrfuud, no mattu .,.hot T>riv11t1on or Hcrif1ce m1qht be 1nvolvtd. 

Sund<1y provodtd thQ pr1ric1pQ l onort~n1ty, I ~ the lonq hQrd week of the commvn11·y, for ~u111q the nt1qh bors, when the younq 
I 

<oUfle, mounted 1n tQ11dtm, ro~t horHbqck tha ftw miles to churt~ at th' St . 1'aul M1\11on whtrt they had been married. 
I 

The lt11111011's Jo1u 1t ffl e st s , 'l•11Ho.lly \,rill1aritly-,o:1uc<1~tcl qr<1d uates of the u~.versot1 of louvaon who had bHn CISSl'lnedl to t~11 
I I 

for- off \a11d, furn1sht<! a b11q ~t 
1
spot 1o the little forrt1house wh1c.h tlhoy voso1d frt111antly and where thay were alwe1y\ wel y mecl for 

1he1r ~ t.,ric1 of furopt Md for the 111any lo11q d11cu111ons of l.1rratur• and the arh, e.l\dear1n9 thc!l'I 'to tha you 'l farmer whoj\e 111,rQry 

t~nt1u11d the work's of Milton, ShC1kespure , Scott <1nd Thacke ra~, fro J. which ha rud alo
1
ud to h11 fe1mily until Hu day he d1«d. 

I I I 

Thi 1111ert11 of tfu cou~le 1n l 1terat~r i ond ed~iahon q a1nad thom a roputation beyond the hounds ·.f their S"1all coml'\Vn1ty.J11dqe 

Johl) J. Kava11e1uqh of Portla11d 1 an old fdmoly friend, r. lqt u •" 1t1 c1Jent of un 0
1
re'l l.,, h11for1<1n whl told h•m of spt.nd•~ 'I o 

n1ql1t at" farm home where ha mot Q clQl1qhtful coup II? with wham he converSt~ j,Q 1ntere st1n11ly that the talk WA1 11.t [brolc:en 

off ur1td thrH In the 11)01111'1')· l hc J11el9 e correctly 1'1(\UlrQd It the hunf WM not that of MaHhew o'connci\I M11rphy. j I 

Educe111on of his clioldrfn wa\ pmr11"1ount 1n t.l"tt~aw 's r11111 d. When coastal ste amu servo cc h S't1n franc1Ho wos eslo\i\1 htd on a 

' aqu1ar schodvle, Daniel C\ ntl Jnn1CS Wtrg rlactd aboard to .,,ttr St . Marys Col\,ql? under the t1JTclo.'le ofiha Christ1<1n s r'.t ~ crs. Hen 

you11q J11n, who Wl)I to continue tht far"1, mat!~ an 
1

ueell • nt re<ord , wh1l1 "Don , ~ut1,.ed to \,ecome a ltadonq ottorn•ly 1n Port · 

land, wa1 011 eu1~fon c( 1nq st1Jdent. 

In 1871 the little for,,, hous• w~, 111oved a 111ile fort!wr to.st and tnlor'l t d to CltConimadate th.- qrow1nq family, tD a s1tf 

(l)Apartofth!! houie rtma1ntd1 hav1nq bttn anchortdto ntarby trtu. Moved to tht ntw tltc,th" buamc +he shell around wh1c~ ~ht 
ae.cond home was bull~. . q . I 



( ' 

on the ea.st ,,tie of the hoqhway b•tween St. Pavl Md Newbvrq, whtr~ 1t now stand,, Of tht prfunt house, the k• ·ohcn and 

chn1n"' room, with nu two roorTJS above., remc11n of their second home built 1n 1860. I 
In the.1r 'Ho11d 'mall home, i1he fam ily of five which ew•p•d the rusl.1nq wqters of the W1lla111dh. , wa) enlarq~d ~Y lo\ory 1.'il•n, 

nomoclfor her mo~hor, ~otn 1n 11~~1 W1il1Q~ f.dwQrd rn '63, Mot
1
thawPh1lip,t:1 b'11Qh: Chrr\tmos qrrt,prn~ntad Ptt•m~H H1,ll8&4, 

Albrrt Sidney, born rn 66, Mary Aqnc1 on 68, l11cy V1rq1n10 rn 10 , Susie A'lne~ rn 12, A ft er the homf was Q1t"b\ishcd '" its 

prHent \ocQt1on, four morr <h1\drqn enlo.rqed the lf<1\111\y ,1r<\r, be'<J"'n1nq with John James, born 1n 1073 1 ,Joseph ftrt lhur in '15, 

Mory OctQv1a 111 '1& and Eu'ltne Ralph on '7'.l, vvho1t dta+h a~ a boby brouqh~ th, first note .,f Sorrow to ttu hounhold. 

With th FQISaqe .r the years, Oon rrl and C1dhvrine Mvrphy 1n p.,tl"nd, tro\l'ol~cl with th1 1nf1r"'1t1ts of tht old ,at+ r~v<>tt>cl 
by +ht ardors of tnf11 eqr\1.r 1T11sfor1v.,e~, moved to the farm where their la~t d o.ys were com1 ~orhd by thtir m•11y you"" 

' I I I I I 
cirandcho!clrtn. Oan"l 1urv1vcd tht move l'out 4 short titl"le 1 while Cathtrrne, !'lo"" an mval1d, ~11rv1v~d \..1m by s11 y•a•' · 

Both I" in t'ne >+. Paul Ctmdo.I"'{ $Urrounded by the boJ1es of thflr c!c"tndanh . . I 
The f.,t14nd rroptr1y wh11~ th,y hail hewn frern tht wtldernus WCI~ willed to thtl( 1ur~1v1nq sons Matthew and Peter, 

the 'f•U"'\"t broth1r, who luttr Sold n1~ two 1nter•or \ot J to Molt how. The fovr hevio butlt on thrs• loh by D01nttl, wh L , hQd 

proVtcl~cl a home' and rental pro~erty to th' olcltr qenerCltron, r*nttd .. t t .... u for .Jzo.ao P"' month , whcc.h h12lp + to 
dt?fro.'{ openus and pay taus on the pro1erty. for ont lonq period t~e houso were vacant. ~owevtr, ,,, Potlla1ul qrtw to becem• 

ihe (0J.1nq m1trorol1s ofOrtion, ru value of the P"F'I efloh 1ncr!!e,ed qreatly, doublrn'l ,., the l4tt "" Y'"" before tl.,.•r \ :Scale to 

ihe t1ioooo rcol1ied 111 ihrn d"fO)al. This ium, wdlccl to their chddren equ11a~ly by M<tHhtw and Wrn 111 turn, \VQ' of rc.h bi:nc ­

f,t to ihe11 ch1ldre.n Gncl their c~1\d1en' ' children. At lca,t ont qr'lnclch1JJ, a n•111e,.1<e of tlie yovnq seektr for 9olcl Qnd pr•ni rr of the 

Golden w~~t. owu his ~olleqe eelucat1on., a11 t11q1neer In th .. t UnlVHJ11y overloelo:l"'I · the s~ene of +he yov11~ surv•yor'~ foq~if.! 

o.dl/enture a11 Puqet fov11d, to the 1nheri1ed fruits \ of the acumen and 11dustry of h15 pioneer forebaG1n. \ 

The fo,.,rly 011 their f4'"" ·yr 5~ . Pciul qrew vpj l1 kt other lrrone.u fo111il1Q' o-tthe ert1 clo''"'l t~I! ""'"'teu1th ce.,i vry, 
latlc1.,q mo5t oft~e "lodv:i l11lCu11~' ond "'""f of tod"'f'' neaH1hes, but l>v111q "cl~a1101r1 Soller lrf.i +hon" 91ven 'i" a"y 
fomd1e, today. They "'"tie their ovm s:1,.,rlel rlea,ur;, a11d ltt11n1Ld tht1 Je,,ons of d1,e.1pl1"'11. I o~vcl1a1 nc,., love and re'rt ct "' 

well"' tolirra11ce and forbeara11cc w1th111 +hf! Ctfclt of lh11.1r larc1e family. Thty l""ue 'l'"e" 11d11 .. at1011' as ocellent as the 
I I I I I I qrow1nq 1n5t1tut10M then aHor<led. lricleed , CothH1nc, tak1nq tnc ve1\ 111 1818 and c~oo,rnq th, 11arne of .S1sltr Mary Aloclra, 

c\qvohd her \1ft to tutl,,.1q and ij1 "' mcmbqr ofl the Onl11r of i~c Ko\y Ha!"e and S1~tC?r Supu1or of convents rn 'Thcz Oalle1, 

Spoka1w. ancl Seattle, 1111~1r1?d th• younq wo"'ct" entru)trtl to her care . Follow1n~ rn h~<stcr1 afhr an Qcluta't1on undtr her 

qu1dance were two c\auqhttl'~ of[ Jarnu - Aqn'1 (S1)ter Mar)' Aqnu1a) t:1nd 6eme (Sister Mary Elena). , . I 
. I " 

After rriany ytars, Matthew ~rid Ellen movizd 1o Portland, 'to a snuq lrttle home 011e.rloolr1n') tho Wrlla"'ettl! River, wh,le 

Jal'l'IU, married to Ehtab11th Kirk " tht 1ame churc.'1 which h<1.! w1tntHed the nuptial, of h" paftnt,, a"um11d ti.le ohliq· 

t I I I I o 101u of t\,e for,,,, whC?re the1r own C!tqht children were ran~d. NQw 1n l~S? or\t liun.lrczcl ycan s 1,ric.c the 'f'rrst seed wa' 
I • I I 

planttd 111 its fertile frc\ch, J""'u' onlv Son Peteri and hu dauqliter Al<1d1a rernl<1 1r1 the farndy ho1T1e and op(!rate t ~e f..rm -

one cf the few ,.,,tG1n(e~ In the Valley where deHendants of tlit 
1
p1•n<Zars are rn pom1n1on of" the or1cpnal qrai'lt. T!1e1 r mothu 

I I 
~l11abeth,.born ·~ tht da1 of+~, o~ tta"' o.,d tlit Ce11"toqa waqon of tlu un1qront trails, liv~c! 111to tlle t:1to1111c aqc to l'fS'I, .. +ihe 

aqe of 1.00. I 1 I I 1 I I I I 
I , I . 

Me1tth1w O'Connell Murphy died 111 Port t:111d in l~O& a11d wa1 borne hy river staaroer thru th' locl<s at Ouqon City a"d thl~nct to 
I I 

St. Poul la11d1nq 011d overland io ~he Cqm~tary to rt1t 11ur his loved parents. V1~1~ fla~ha1 of 1T1e111ory rdm1 even now of th1 ~·mp le y•t 
1"1tft\\\VI \•Uri!!'{ of hn farniell, to his 11Qnte,oka qra11d1on, then b11t., l4d off1n. Ont,. od~t river~oat rlauntci Jouth ur tht r.')-.tr' G1,. 

'J<l'll11q dow" on the nv4rse 011 tht lower cl.•clt, thr ~ounq boy r~qrelttd tlu doth of his awt· 1n,ptr1n'l but ku•d and con11darota Arand po. 

liut ~ott)o\ed. h1111Hlf '" o wh1~pqrtd rr11C1nder of anotna ~ ''lrMdpa' 1n Peter, hrs qreot11n1.l c l, whoso snowy lo•ln .,,d bcord so dos11y rue"'' 

!,ltd t~oH of h,, cleparttd ~rondt•fher, Two, the ndQ thru the beautiful, puce.fut count111cle to 5~.Poul "'a btta,Stlltd fr1•qc·toned 

surnv In CoMrany of"''' tw. ~ovor1te 011nti. S11ter Al or"' and Octa111a, t. whose leve and \(1ncln1H and qonero11ty ha wol to bt ,,,. 

debted 1" iuturt y1orl '" thf furth~ranCI! of h11 education ond th. forMdt1on •T h11 c.horaete.r, • her1taqc. pa Hitt<\ dow11 from th• 

r1011eer r ti Hin~ on. Tlirtt' th( larqe 4atherinq of f<1n<1ly, M1qh ban and friends "' triloutt to 4 well- lovtd fathtr' 0. rMtect11d ~ ~ ,, i.b.r, 

a su<.cenf.i\ co"~vtror and tonur of" th '\ wr1Atines
1

, !'hat W•" the W"t , ,,.to a !<ind of opportun11y <>114 fulftl\rnt11t of pro"""'" tot~. 

q11nHat10"1 to (omc. 
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