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THOMAS HANLY

of Armfield, near Thurliss -

Co. lipperary, Ireland

An officer under Wellinglon

m Spain

Married

MARY HAY

ored circa 1884

K}

v

JOHN HANLY
of Cliff Cottage Plantatio
Jessamine Co. Kentucky

<

MARGARET LUCY HANLY
Born in Clonmoal, (o.Tipperary

Married

L DILLON

rWIL[/.dM HANLY

of Armfield
" FRANCIS HANLY
JOSEPH HAN[ Y 4 Married and moved to
of Armfield San Francisco,Calif
KATHLEEN

Married
ARTHUR TRESCOTT

of Ashville, N.C.
Born =+ 1828

+JOHN HANLY
Circuit Judge 1n Little Roc

Member of Confederafe (ongress

-

p
ANNE DILLON

Married PAULDING

Descended from one of
the 3 who captured ‘

Benedict Arnald

Lycy DILLON
Married JOHN REED

WILLIAM

| CATHERINE DILLON

Married DANIEL MURPHY

of Galena Illinois
6 Children :

< MARGARET £

MARY 0/LLON
Died of Yellow Fever
/n New Orleans, /1832

WALTER DILLON <|
\ I

ANNE NORTON HANLY BOTTS

L

-

(/1 Son) (1434~
JOSEPH - 5. Lawis (1844 -

LUCY PAULDING JOHNSON ~STELLA Jauﬂsok
4052/ RAYMON

JFO!-12¢h SH 194
Kaymond Vyash

A

k, Ark. (l uey

Louls

i

| JOSEPHINE REED KELLIH,
) LB Lived in Sheridan Wyo,

EFOWIN (1884-

ELIZABETH

A Seip=

| JEANETTE (1868~
lied /1835

LUCY ANNE REED ;ﬂluou (1890-

-

- . e .-

MATTHEW OCONNELL MURPHY
Born /830 1 Galena []],
Dred /908 1n Portland, ore.

Marcied
MARY ELLEN COSTELLO

of Champoeq, Ore.
14 Children :

WALTER WASHINGTON (1835-



ANDREW JAMES MURPHY of Kilmuckridge

tounty Wexford, Ireland |

Following the faitlure of the Wexfard Rebellion
of 1798, emigrated fo the United States in

1799 with his 7 children, locating in Galena

/inois.

5. MARY MURPHY

Married P HANNON

Married ORUM

Dred, 1847

7. DANIEL MURPHY
Born in County Wexford, Ireland,

about 1789
Died 1n St.Poul Oregon, 1866

Married
CATHERINE DILLON

4th of T Children of

MARGARET LUCY (HANLY) DILLON
of Clonmel, Co.Tipperary, Ireland

— ANDREW MURPHY *

Marriad .
MARTHA COSGROVE

— THOMAS MURPHY -*

r

JOHN DRUM e

|
' MARY DRUM, born 1847
L Godchild of - .-

r

{ .. MATTHEW O'CONNELL MURPHY
DANIEL RAPHAEL

WILLIAM

JOHN

PETER

Lucy

X Members of the party of gold-seeking
California Argonauts of 1849

!
v
"4
F |



MATTHEW O'CONNELL MURPHY of St Paul, Oregon
Born 19 June 1830 in Galena, //l1no1s.

Died 1906 in Portland, Oregon.

Married 4 Feb 1856 at St.Faul Mission, Marion County, Oregon
| MARY ELLEN COSTELLO of Champoeg, Oregan

Born 15 May 1836 -Ff.Wayne, Ind.
| Ored 1912 - Seatfle, Wash,

14 Children

DANIEL RAPHAEL MURPHY

Born 1832 in New Orleans, La.

DANJEL ° MURPHY

Born in Banadlvck Parish, Kilmuckridge, (o.WexFord, Ireland 41789
Died near St.Paul, Oreqon, U.5.A, 23 Jan 1866

7th Son of ANDREW J. MURPHY, owner of a /arge estate in
Ireland, whe had participated in the Wexford Rebellion of -
1798, emigrating in 1799 to the Unifed Stafes to sebtle in
Galena,lllinois.

WILLIAM MURPHY
Born circa 1837 in St Lous, Missourt ‘
Died /839 at the family farm on the Ohio River,

/! miles below louvisville, Kentuycky,
purchased from Robert Merriwether.

Married in Galena, !llinois,c. 1829 to {

JOHN MURPHY

Born circa 1839, died same year, on farm in Kentucky

CATHERINE DILLON
Born 1809
Ored near 5t. Paul, Oregon 22 Dec 1864

4th of ] Children of
MARGARET LUCY (HANLY) DILLON
Born n Clonmel, County Tipperary, Ireland

Sister of Major JOWN HANLY of Cliff Cottage Plantation,

Hanly, Jessamine County, Kentucky, with whom young PETER MURPHY

CATHERINE came #o #he United States. e M) w0 S| Er w L iR frnle o8 Louss, Mo.
Daughter of THOMAS HANLY of Arm field, Thurliss,
County Tipperary, an officer vnder Wellingfon in Spain, Married
and of MARY (HAY) HANLY e

10 Children

LUCY MURPHY - Twin to PETER
o | Born /184] near St.louis,Mo.
k Dred /845 n St.lovis, Mao. by drowning.,




MATTHEW O'CONNELL MURPHY
Born 19 Jun 1830 in Galena, /linos
Died 1908 1n Portland, Oregon
Buried in 5t Paul,0reqon, *
JSon of DANIEL § CATHERINE (DILLON) MURPHY
California Argonaut n 1849
Oregon Pioncer in Marion County in 185/
Surveyor mn Oregon and Washington

*

Married 4 Feb /856 at 5t Paul Mission, Marion Co, Ore. io%

L]

MARY ELLEN COSTELLO of Champoeg, 0regon
Born 15 May 1836 n the O/d Counci/ House, Ft. Wayne,/nd.
Died  Dec./3/2 in Seattle, Wastungton.
Buried in St. Pavl Oregan. '
Dauvghter of JOHN & CATHERINE (BURNS) COSTELLO
Came ta Oreqon in 1850 over the 0/d Oregon Trail
5\

e
y 7
JAMES CLEMENT  Jorn 15 Nov 1856 tear St Paul. Jregon

dred 20 May (936 in St.Vincent's Hospital, Portland, Oreqon
Married ta
ELIZABETH KIRK of St Paul born 9 Dec. /1858
died 4 Apr 1952 - 5¢.Faul, Ore.
8 Chiidren

CATHERINE MARY born G Aug 1858
died  Jul 194/ at Marylhurst, Oswego, Qregon

SISTER MARY ALODIA of rne Order of The Holy Names

| DANIEL RAPHAEL born /6 Apr /860
died i Portland, Oregon
Married

CAROLINE KENNEDY
3 Children - ARTHUR, RUTH & ADRIAN (fwrﬁ.s)

MARY ELLEN born / Dec /86/
died

to

WILLIAM EDWARD 4orn 25 July 1863
died /5 July 1925-Portland Ore.
Married 1893 to ;
EMMA COLEMAN

L]

3 Children - HOWARD, BEATRICE ¢ FRANCES
MATTHEW PHILIP born 26 Dec /864

died
Married
MARY CULROSS

2 Children - GERTRUDE ¢ FLORENCE

ALBERT SIDNEY sorn 22 Nov 1866
died

1 Portland, Oregon
10 Spragque, Washington, o

m Spokane and buried in Spraque, Wash,

MARY AGNES porrr 4 Apr 1868
died

LUCY VIRGINVA born 15 Jul 1870
dred Feb 1953 1n Sanfa Barbara, Cal'forrmia
Married
WILLIAM [ TURNER

SUSIE AGNES born 3 Apr /872
died 1947 in Berkeley, CaliFornia

Married 1892 at Portland Oregon, to
PHILIP F KELLEY

4 Children - PHILIP, LAWRENCE, KATHLEEN & MARGARET RUTH
JOHN JAMES borr 8 Feb 1873

m Jacoma, Washing ton, to

" JOSEPH ARTHUR

{

{

' MARY OCTAVIA o

Marrred
OLIVE LOONEY

2 Children- EUGENE § RUTH

born 15 Avg 1875
died 23 Jun 1934 in Spokane, Wash. (Burted in Ho
| Married 30 Jul 1900 at Oregon City, Oregon, fo
FILA GERTRUDE BIRDSONG, born 3 Mar 1880 i1n Cuba, lron Co. Missoury.
died 19 Aug 1950 in Salem, buried i Portland Ore,
1 Sonn-MATTHEW FRANKLIN \

rn 20 Aug /876 |

ly Cross [emefary)

EUGENE RALPH born 23 Jan 1879

died at the family home near St Faul



JAMES CLEMENT MURPHY
Born /5 Nov 1856 near St.Pavl Ore,
Dred 20 May 136 in Foctland, ore

FSon of MATIHEW goMNEL
rspaof METHEN SEOMESk4) MURPHY-

Marrmi 20 Feb 1882
at St.Paul, Ore. to -

ELIZABETH ANN
Born |3 Dec. 185
Died 4 Apr 195

KIRK
at Boston,Mass.
near St Paul, ore.

£idest Daughter of 13 children of
PETER P & MARGARET LYONS KIRK

Stxlpr of Margare? Kira
4037 A& 2¢¥n SF ar.TANCHEZ
Sem Francisto

VA 4 -2474 (Reed Agnesl)

2ied 1252

UL LR i T T
MARY ELLEN (veLcig)
Born 2l Nov 1882 + 5¢. Paul Ora.
Ored 21 Nov. 1943 - 51.Paul

PETER MATTHEW
Born 2) Dec /884 - Spraque, Wash

MARGARET ALODIA
Born | Dec 1886-Spragque Wash

MARCELLA GRACE
Born 2/ Sep 1888~ raque Wash
Oied 1Jan1952 - Porfland,ore.
Married
. ARTHUR WILLIAM McKAY

Jan of WILLIAM &
ANNIE KAVANAUGH McKAY

MARY AGNES (SR.MARY AGNESIA)
Born 21 Aug 1890 -Spraque,Wash.
Died 9 Jan'195]-Marylhurst, Ore.

ELIZABETH (SR.MARY ELENA)
Born 3 Mar 1892 - Spraque, Wash.

CHARLOTTE (tormie)
Born 3 Apr 1895-Sprague, Wash.

MARY TERESA (tessie)
Born 19 Mar 1899 -Sprague,Wash.

K Died 9 Feb 1900 - Sprague, Wash.

" RAYMOND ARTHUR MeKAY
Born 27 Mar 1910 _ 54 b1 0re

Died 4 Dec 1912

HARVEY JAMES McKAY
Born 10 May 1912 - ¢.Paul,0re.

Married
GHJ! VIEVE ZELENAK
Penn.

Davqhter of JOSEPH FRANCIS &
MARY HACOLA ZELENAK

HAROLD EMARD McKAY
Born 22 Apr 1914 - 5t. Paul

Married i
BFTTY BRIAN

Daughter of FRANK d, M/A/vl
MABEL F.CROWLEY

AGNES ESTELLE
Born 5dJdun 1916- 5+ Paul

Married
HUGQ HEMSHORN .

Son of STEPHEN &
ELIZABETN WEKERLE HEMSHORN
of MtAngel, Ore.

RICHARD JERARD McKAY
Born 3 May 1919-5t, Paul

Married
VIOLA POKORNY

FRANClS IGNATIUS McKAY
Born 19 Nov 1920 -3¢ Paul

Married
VELMA HEMSHORN

Daughter of STEPHEN &
EI/ZOJ[IH WEKERLE HEMSHORN
of Ml.Angel, ore.

ARTHUR MARTIN McKAY
Born 27 Apr 1923 - 5¢. Paul

JOSEPH DONALD McKAY
Born 20 Jul. 1925- 54 Pavl

Married
ROSELLA GOOLEY

Davghter of FRED &
MARY BUICH GOOLEY
of Mt Angel, Ore.

MARY THERESA
Born 5 Apr27-5t. Pavl

NELLIE MARGARET
Born 15 May 1930~ 51, Pavl

SUZANNE EILEEN McKAY 4
8orn 6 Apr 1347« Porl/ana’ ore.

GREGORY PHILIP
Born 27 Feb 1948 -Portland, ore.

-MAUREEN DIANE
Born 7 Apr 1952 - Novato, Calsf.

(" JUDITH ANN McKAY
Born 14 Nev [942-Newberg, Ore.

JANE ELIZABETH

Born ;3’1‘. EL Newberg
GA HARO

Esrn ] pnlr' 35 Newberg

KAREN THERE 45

Born 26 Sep 46 - Newberg
MICHAE L BRIAN

orn 28 oct 49- Port/and, ore

DENNIS WILLIAM
L Born 8 Jan 1951~ Albany, Ore,

e
MARILYN JEAN McKAY
Born 10van 1937~ Deep River, Wash

BARBARA ANN
Born 6 Mar 1938 - lebanon, Ore.

RONALD FRANCIS
Gorn z4Jan 155/ lebanon, ore

GORDON ALLEN
L 8orn | Mar 1952- Lebanon, Ore

(" DANIEL RAYMOND McKAY
Born 1ZApr 1950 - Woodburn, Ore.

THOMAS JAMES
Bornn & Apr 195/ -Woedburp, Ore.

JAMES PETER

\ Born /5Apr 1952 -Sweet Home, Ore




JOSEPH ARTHUR MURPHY
Born /5 Aug. 1875 near St Paul,Ore,
Died 23 Jun. 1934 at Spokane,Wash

7th Son of MATTHEW O'CONNELL ¢ :
MARY ELLEN (COSTELLO) MURPHY J

Married 30 Jul 1900 ot Oregon Cify, Ore.
Yo

ELLA GERTRUDE BIRDSONG
Born 3 Mar /1880 i Coba, Missourt
Died 19 Aug 1950 in Salern Oregon
Buried in Portland, Oregon

3rd Davghter of JOSEPH HENRY
(born 9 Mar 1845 1a Jussex (o, Va.
dred /1. Jun 1885 1n Cuba, Me.)
£ MARY JANE (LUTHY) BIRDSONG
(horn 15 Jun 1847, Berne Swilzerfand

[—MATTHE\V FRANKLIN MURPHY
Born 3Nav 190! -Portland Ore.

- o

Married 8 Feb 1928 - Spokane, h/::rs/;.<

ROWENA ELIZABETH WARREN
Born 2Z May 1838- Jackson Co. Ore.

3rd Davghter of MARION WARREN
Chorn 13 May 1866-Albany. Ore.

& ANNA (LA POE) WARREN
<(born 75 Jun 1870-Litt/e Rock, Ark.

dred 6 Jan 1895, Websfer Grove, Mo )

(MARENE MARIAN MURPHY

!

Barn 2 Nov 1930 - Spokane, Wash.

Married 16 Jul 1950- Furcka,(alif <

NEIL FULLERTON FROST
of Susanville, Calif.

(co

born 28 Jun 1926 - Boze mon, Mont.
Ll .
Son of CHARLES WALTER FROST
060"1 1809~ Md
& MARGARET (FULLERTON) FROST

born 10 Apr (900 - RockTord,/a.

JoELLEN LORRAINE MURPHY
Born 5 Jan 1935 - Spokane, Wash.

NRAD NEIL FROT
Born 65¢p 1952-San Francisco, G

/4/7 (/aufﬁ/( of' niere wurla/ﬂ‘/e /m[vm;fm‘m, as (\/H/}% W;)Z o/dﬁg Mcé
//r/%f/afg oF /ﬁuw/ma/j/ wryes mzﬂ /ﬂ—Au,uJ', '



JOSEPH ARTHUR MURPHY
Barn /5 Aug. 1875 near St Paul,Ore,
Died 23 Jun 1934 af Spokane, Wash

7+h Son of MATTHEW 0'CONNELL &
MARY ELLEN (COSTELLO) MURPHY

Married 30 Jul 1900 ot Oregon Cily, Ore.

to

ELLA GERTRUDE BIRDJONG
Born 3 Mar /880 w Cuba, Missourt
Died 19 Auvg 1950 n Salern, Oregen
Buried n Portland, Oregon

3rd Davghter of* JOSEPH HENRY
(born 9 Mar 1645 1a Sussex (o, Va.
dred /I Jun 1885 in Cuba, Ma.)

£ MARY JANE (LUTHY) BIRDSONG
(born 15 Jyn 1847, Berne Swilerfand

died 6 Jan 1895, Webster Grove, Mo)

bty

ATTHEW FRAMKLIN MURPHY

M
F Born 3Nav /90! - Portland Ore,

Married 8 Feb 1928 - Spokane, Wash.

ROWENA ELIZABETH WARREN
Born 22 May 1898- Jackson Co.Ore.

3rd Davghter of MARION WARREN
Chorn 13 May 1866+ Albany,ore.

& ANNA (LA POE) WARREN

(born 25 Jun 1870- Li1t/e Rock, Ark.

<

- ‘
MARENE MARIAN MURPHY

Barn 2 Nov 1930- Spokane Wash.

Married 16 Jul 1950 - Eurcka,(alif <
NEIL FULLERTON FROST

of Susanville,Calsf.

( CONRAD NEIL FROST
Born 8 Sep. ]952-San Francisco,C

born 28 Jun 1926 - Boteman, Mont

Son of C',‘MI?IES WAITFA’ FRDJT

born

6‘ MARGARET (FULLERTON) FROST
born 10 Apr 1900- Rockford, la.

JoELLEN LORRAINE MURPHY
Born 5dan 1935 - Spokane, Wash.



)532-/]th Ave
Rockford, /1/.

(2

[1oystn sosuauny
orn a aul Ore.

WILLIAM EDWARD MURPHY
Born 254yl 1863 near St.Paul Ore,
Died 18 Jul 1925 at 5% Paul

3d Son of MATTHEW 0CONNELL &
MARY ELLEN (COSTELLO) MURPHY

FRANCES L
Married 1898 a4t 5t.Paul to < 5759 ;;; s :g f;ﬂu ? Z :;,.
~ St Paul,are.

EMMA FRANCES (OLEMAN
Born /1862
’“zf"' St.Paul,Ore.

Died

Tlam 6,/—\ WG ~ Sreruen was - ue
Daughler of STEPHEN & T Rorrte k
FRANCES MURRAY COLEMAN e

© Related .’

WILLIAM THOMAS CoLEMAN
16541919

CALEDONIR £ ColEMAN
18551514

ANNA COLEMAN
/B8O 1918

(Names § dates frem

stones tn St.Panl Cemetary)
BEATRI
Born
Diad

bg !V/soo -5t.Paul,Ore.

Married

| BERNARD WOLFfof St.faul

1949~ Port/and,Ore.

¥

ROLAND WILLIAM e
Born 30 Jul 1920-Rockfard, I, ] ‘ n, Z . é(E ,é 4
R

MHm—lw

m%«l"_‘fl" 1941

pz‘zrgﬁdoﬁ&”73/%5i— ! ‘f b<3 EIéernNIDH I'A'eRbRZlngockf‘ord WM & M—w
Born Zilp.r /895 Mar”édgMUOTT @mv- G.\.- 21+ 19 lfy
‘MT" a,.a..,,go—/‘f s %VMF;. e 30~
Lo d Agpt boiase w‘} g 38

RONALD HOWARD

Born 12Mar 25-Rockford l{u/dluh G-M
WMW Ban e 36 - l°|"\
03"‘& etk i

Meav.|b-199¢ Md}

DARLENE CHARLOTTE |
 Born ZR0ct 28-Rockford

Married

ey

LReys &

HALBERG

-1 50

RICHARD NORMAN
Born 6/Vav 1931 Rotkf'ord y//A

LOc..,L\.-.
q.”Q,. 26~ 1984,

| dedne i
\(]3.“_. .0 Va3 8y

Ma-/%’"f



B I ama—

FoRrTY-NINER
The Autobiography of
Matthew 0'Connell Murphy

Since the death of my father and mother, | have reqretted that | had net been maere informed 1n re-
quard to ther family history; and, that my children may not realize the same inconvenience, | have here-
in endeavored to qwve such inerdents of my life as the infirm memory of my present advanced aqe will
permit. |

According o a not very avthentic account of my mothers, as 1o ddte, | was born n Galena, [Imers,
June 19,1830. | am, however, of the opinion +hq+ the date should be 1829. ;My qrandfather, Andrew
Murphy, on my father's side emigrated 4o ths counfry from Counfy Wexford, Ireland, AD.1799, bringing
| think, was dead, or did ndt survive very long after coming o America. The family took a preminent part
i the Wexford disturbance of 1798, and | am inchned to think that the persecution of the English qovernment
fowards the participants in that revolt was the primary cause of the family’s emigration, as my qrand father
was in very comforfable crtvmstances, Oanq.a larqe estate n Ireland. He located at Galena, IIl. Owing to

the discovery of rich mineral deposits of lead 1n that vienity, my father was engaqed in his youthful days

_m' those mining industries: when a young man, he attached himself +o a surveying party of Unifed States

surveyors engaded in sections on the survey of public lands in the vicinity of where now stand the cities of
Peoria and Peru, 1llinots; subsequently, with a surveying expedition locating a military road o Sarfa Fe in the Indian
Tereory, and & was while assisting in these surveys that he acquired a knowledge of thal business which he utilized in after Iife.
[ am not certain as to the place or time of the first meeting of my father and mether. My mother's maiden name was
Catherine D\Ilon,. and her mother was a Handley of a very respectable family in the Cify of Clonmel, County Tipperary, Ire.
My qrandmother Marqaret Dillon being left a widew with seven children, my mother, fourth in rotation, came with
her uncle John Handley to the Unifed States, she beng then about yeors of aqe, and loated m St Lovis, Mo.
Soon after my birth the family moved to New Ocleans, where in 1832 my brother Daniel was born. This year was made
memorable by the prevalence of yellow fever. My Aunt Mary, a /ounqe\" sister of my mother was carried away by that
epdemic. At this distant day, | distinctly remember that sad event, the costly funeral and vast throng of mourners,
and a5 | shovld have been but Iittle over fwo years and three months old, | doubt the accuraey of my mothers recollect-

"ion of the ddte of my birth. > - \

My father enqaqed in the boating business soon after going to New Orleans, and it seems, éuccéedcd, for his

business assumed vast proportians. | think that when moving to that city the steam boat was wrecked and the family lost
thew all, barr;ly escaping a watery grave. | have heard my parents speak of this occurrence, but | have no recollection
of . Should & have oceurced subsequent to, or on our trip vp after leaving New Orleans, | should have remembeced it, as my

1
recollechon of the vast proportions of my father's business, the names of some of my playmates, o sno_v‘vsform mn New Oc-

leans - a very ynusval Hﬁnq there, are yet very vivid. f

Jn 1837 or 38, the family moved to Stlows where my brother Willham was born; and there 13 my first recollection



of seenq my qrandmother, my Avat Margaret, then a younq woman, her brother William and thewe sister Anne, Mrs, Paulding.

~ The hosband of the last was a hatter and demng a large business. | accompanied him out to. St.Charles, twenty-nine miles
 from S Lovis, to visit my uncle Walter who was a farmer. Leaving there i chacqe of my Geandmother, we took passaqe on a
steamboat for Lovisville, Kentucky, and | had 1o reqret the loss of a large coop of qame chickens, a present from my
uncle Walfer, and which was confiscated by the steward of the steamer while we were stuck on a sand bar, and had run
short of meat. My parents had preceded me down the river and my father had purchased in 1838 of one Robert Merri-
wether a splendid farm eleven miles below Lovisville m the same county. This was a very valvable, sightly and highly -
mproved farm sifuated on the Ohio River, from the house, built on a high bluff, one could see vp and down the river;
and the vast commerce of the Ohio Valley en route to New Orleans, coﬁv§yed by thousands of steam kTeI and by flat-
boats, had to pass in full view of the house, nearer than our present abode in Portland (oreqon).

Here, | had my first infroduction to school life; and while this was my home, | aftended the district school aboot
three miles distant. My time af school was somewhat broken, as a large swamp prevailed in winter between our
hovse and the schoel; and unless the swamp was froxen over sufficient to bear me up, | had +o make a long
detour to reach schoel; this was a sufficient excuse for net qeinq, and many a trvant day was spent 1n the
dwerswné which the swamp afforded when frozen. Moreover, my father every fall loaded two larqe flat boats with
the produce of his farm, consisting of corn, bailed hay, apples, ete, and floated them to New Orleans, This trip
gceupred about two monih?, and fathers absence, if nothing else, was sufficient for me 4o induce my mother to consent
to my staying from school; so, it cannct be presumed that | made much progress while attending this schoel, During
our stay on the farm, my brother Wilhiam and infant brother John both died, and; my mother prevailed on my father
to sell the farm. He accordingly placed the sale of # i the hands of his neighbor Dave Merriwether, a shrewd lawyer
and prominent Democratic politieian who had artfully ingratiated himself into my fathers confidence. Through the agency
of this man, a sale was effected and half the purchase‘ price beng paid, father was ejected by law, and after gpending
what he had recewved, and being beaten i every court i the state, he abandoned the farm and all hopes of its recovery. And most
wondcrful. fo relate, eiqhteen years afterwards while a resident of S, Paul, Or. he received a letter from a well-endorsed
lawyer of Louiswille, Ky. enclosing papers for father’s siqnature, and preposals to mstidute a suit for the recovery of the farm for a
fee of one half the amount recewed or a land warrant for 160 Acres and about #200 cash. Father, believing that he had exhausted
the law in the various suits, accepted the latter proposal which was duly ratified, but he never heard the sequel.

father had been cautioned aqainst the grasping desiqns of Merriwether when he pucchased the farm of his brother, who sard fhat
fear of the raPac,lfy of Dave was his sole reason For parting with a home he was much attached to, Dave, a shrewd and adroit
poliician, was, after the death of Hmry Clay, appointed by the qovernor of Kentucky to fill the vacant seat in'the U.S.
Senale, and subsequently, after the orqanization of New Mexico as a territory, he was appointed by President Perce ifs
qovernor. When my father seld his farm near Lovsville, it was his wfention 1o meve to Texas, which had achieved its indep-
endence, and was attracting a large emiqration. But the vexatious |itigation and s results seem 1o have upset his plans, and
he sfacted in the fall of 1841 with the family from lovisville, leaving me, then eleven years old, with a friead to forward by
nest stage-coach 1o St. Mary's Colleqe, a desut mstution of great repute, ot Lebanon, abodt sty miles in the interior, BY some
mistake of the neqro servant, | was, the next morning ot 4 o'clock, consigned to a coach destined for Frankfort, about the

same dilance 1n an opposite direction. The passengers, | svppose observing my youth, engaqed n conversation with
, Ly



me and ducovered the error, not however 1n time to remedy it, and so | was taken 1o Frankfort, the capital of the state,
and on the next outqoing staqe | was shipped  back 1o Lovisville for a new start. fn rodte to Frankfort, the team ran away, the
coach was upset, and s full complemenit of passenqers more or less injured, | myself being the least injured of any, having my shoulder
disointed. 1t was theeugh this accident that the ecror in my bill of lading was discovered. In due time, | reached St. lL4ary's,
having experienced another stage upset en route. The first letter from heme informad me that the family was located ot St.Louts, Mo,

St Mary's was a qrand institition with twerly.five professors and aboit twe hundred sludents. The faculty owned a larqe, highly
cultivated farm with a numbec of slaves of both sexes; numerous lay brothers manaqed the variovs departments. The buildings
were all of brick, eleqant and commodiovs.

The vacation of 1842 | spent ot the College. That of (843, ot the mvitation of twa of my covsing, pupils of 5t. Mary's and sons of
Major John Handley, ot thew magnificent plantation 1n the famous Blue Grass Region of Keatucky. In Ju)y, 1844, | was recalled home,
bidding adiev To St Marys, and ot the aqe of fourteen leaving school, never more to enter as a student.

My father had infended qiving me a liberal education; but the vicissifudes of fortune had compelled him 1o curtail expenses; and
thus, was [ removed frem scheol at the very time and aqe that | should have been entering, and tll-prepared to copa with -
.‘fhe world. My rewards at the close of my last school year were premiums in Reading, Spelling, Elocation, Geography, Use of The Globes,
and Astronemy. | never experienced any trouble in holding my posifion amenq class-mates. About fhis age, | was not strong, was
much troubled with headaches, and extremely necvous, which conditions nterfered with my advancement n Arithmetic and Grammar.
As I was foremost in all qames and every scheme of fun and mischief, | conclude that | was deverd of tht talenl requisite for exercise
of the reasoning powers. | am indebted o a qood memory for any proficiency | may have qamed m these svperficial studies which
are of very itle practical benefit in the business pursuits of |ife. A

| never met with Major Handley or any member of his family after my pleasant vacation spm?'af the palatial manawt:l. Uncle
John Handley's estate consisting of 1700 acres was situated in Jessimene County, and was designated and widely known as
“Off Cottage’ from the Jocation of the mansion on an eminence overlooking the Kentucky River. |

fle owned a large number of slaves who were enqaged 1n the production and packing of hemp and tobacco, His eldest son
John was located dt Lifte Rock, Arkansas, and became a Ciccuit Judge there: and, | am, informed the Confede.mft Genecal P Cle-
burne who lost hus Iife ot the Battle of Franklin was a law.student of Judqe Handley, seme of the other sons were in the Confederate
army and one, likely John, in the Confederate Congress.

One of my schoolmates, Vincent St.Vramn, aftec whose father St.Wams Fort was named, javrneyed with me to St.louis where
wa parted. My father was holding the pastion of Deputy Sheeiff of the County, and | found him sccupied at the court house. Mother
with brother Dan, Pefer and Lucy, twins, whom | had ndt yet seen were ovt in the country twenty miles distant. After reaching
St.Lovis, father had invested what money he had remaning in a sleamboat plying on the Illinois River, which proving a suce-
ess, he purchased the outfit ertice and became Captan. Shll continuing +o make money, he purchased controlling inferest 1n
a qood boat ryaning on the Missouri and tock chdrge of her, placing his brother-in- law M. Paulding 1n chacqe of the Illinors boat.
Soon theceafter while the latter boat was ascending the river with twe barqes in fow - and on the 4th of Jul;, ‘ﬂu barqes and
-~ theie valuable carqoes were lost; the shippers brought sut for damaqe and proving neqligence 1n loading, received ﬂUch

\
damages as stranded father, who broken up and out of employment was gqlad to secure a deputy-ship in the Sheriff's office
at a small salary, and thus, was | reealled. from school.

I went out 10 see Mother in a few days and found Dan, a lad of twelve years, out behind the house diverting himself by
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pouring thick molasses down the throats of the twins.

Shorﬂy ofter, the family moved into the cdy; and there, | saw for the first time Joseph Faulding, an infant 1n the
cradle. John Drum was then attending the Jesuit to”eqe im St.Leuis; hut | d;d not call on him that fall.

The sheriff, under whom my father was serving was defeated, father was thrown out of empleyment, and | was
sent o learn the wagon maker’s trade with one John Murphy, - no family connection of ours, who conducted a large factory
and had made a fortune supplying the qovernment and fur traders with wagons. His wife was a Canadian; they had
no children, and were as mean and miserly as could be. Here | boarded, and every morning of 4 o'clock, | was
called and qven fifteen cents to qo and procure meat for the day, and was Kept 41l 10 oclock P.M. reading alovd by the light
of a dim fallow candle, the Iife of Martin Luther and other similar works. During the day, | was employed sawing their
winfer’s wood with a buck-saw, turning the qrindstone for hours, sometimes painting wagons or wheel-barrows, but
generally, catching from the feamster and piling up thousands, if not millions of brick, sufficient Yo erect a row of brick
houses n the spring. My pious, Christian (?) master would net furnish me with a pair of gloves, though my hands were worn
raw and covered with blood. The humanity of the teamsters alone saved me from losing my hands enhirely, as they would
occasionally lend me their gloves. My father was faken violently 1ll in the latter part of winter and my mother fook me home
which very much displeased father; and he declared his wtention of indenturing me as soon as he recovered. As his
liness was very much prolonged, | sought and found employment elsewhere. This 1s the only instance in which | ean now think
my father was unreasonably harsh and severe, | can recall fimes when he became very angry withme bt | deserved i, and more.

In the fall of 1844 we moved to St.Louts; and in the fall of 1845 | went into the store of an English cutlery firm,
Hancock & Smoot. Mr.Hancock treated me kindly; Smoot was manaqer of a branch hpuse in |lhnais. Mydu‘hes were such
as diolved on boys of that age: opening the store, sweeping, dusting, delivering small packages: the business was
et heavy, and all sales by the packaqe. Mr. Hancock and | ran the stare, he keeping the books and atending to sales, ex-
cept an occasional peddler, on whom | would attend, |

The firm was winding up the business at the time, and in the sprmq-leosed the house and retired o the store 1n charge of
Smoot. They proposed taking me with them; no deubt, through reqard for a favor my father had conferred on them by
qving timely warning of the impending failure of a deblor, by which the firm secured payment.

Shortly after, | went info the Hardware Store of Donaldson Hull, a very larqe establishment with many clerks and one very
bright boy abeut my aqe who had been two years with the firm, and was familiac with the business whieh was enticely differert
from the one | had just left. | suppose | did not suit; for | only retained the place a few months.

When | was discharqed my father was greatly displeased, And he shortly after sent me to Murphy’s; from whence | enler-
ed the carpenier shop of Shook and worked as an apprentice. They employed about twenty men; and here, the knowledge
| had qained at John Murphy’s 1 turning the grindstone was put info most constant use; when not so enqaged, | was
ripping boards, or cleaning shop. In a few months ihey failed, and Reve Shook, resuming busmess ona small scale

alone, | stayed with him that meer and into the Sprmq, ‘boarding df home wdh a small aIIowance sufficient to clothe
and feed me, but which Shook was never able, or willing, to pay me. Here, however, | qained some Knowledge of the use
of fools, and became pretty expert in laying shingles, flooring, waather.boarding and ordinary framing. Reve soon went
under, and | then found employment with a Mr. Abernethy, a sub-contracting carpenter who was finishing one of the finest resid-
ences 1 Stlovis. After a few days’ trial, this man told me he would allow me one dollar per day. Most gratifying tidings
Al



this was to me: here was an opportunity 4o make what seemed a fabulous sum, handle some money ; heretofore, | had
been allowed a mere sufficiency to support life. Mr. Abernethy, however, soon collapsed 1n business ; but he paid me every
cent agreed upon, and | found him a Kind- hearted, humane, honest man. He was a brother to the fiest provisional governoe of
Oreqon, and his conversations about that then remote reqion, created within me a desire to see that land; ;nd for thwith,
without the knowledge of my father, | made application fo Gen. Fremont then i St. Louts organizing an expedition for exploration
in the Oreqon Territory; but | was foo young, and my application was rejected. | never expected to meet my friend Abernethy,
who wenf West. | did so twenty years after, over on Puget Sound: he then was canvassing Washington Territory as a candidate
for Congress; |, prosecuting qovernment surveys. -

After some infervals of idleness, my father secured a surveyng contract for United States qoverament surveys in Seuthwestern Missoun,
and was at that werk in the fall and winfer of 1845, finishing about Christmas. During his absence, my sister Lucy, aged four anda
half years, fell inte a cellar of water and was drowned. In the sprinq of 1846 | went 1o work for Charles Ryan, a maker of scales; and
| remamed with him about a year, becoming quite expert 1n testing and repairing scales. There were two other apprentices in the
shop whe had been there some fime before me. The Ryan Bros. had a large contract to set up corn shellers and agreed 1o quve us
fifty cenfs for each machine. We saf up ot night after work hours, and my fellow apprentices agreed to set up one machine each
night for me, and to furnish beoks, on condition that | should read aloud audibly for them. The three machines were
tompleted by midnight, and a larqe amount of Ight |derature diqested. | had now become quite strong; but this night
work began fo fell on me; | was stricken with inflammatory rhevmatism i the spring of 1847, and suffered the greater part
of that spring, and never resuming work n the shop. My mother had always oppesed this occupation, as working in 1fon 15
black, qreasy work. In the summer, my aunt Drum, lately bereaved of her husband, came ‘fo 5t.Louwts with her son John, and
put vp with us. Mrs. Drum returned to Galena after a short stay.gWhile in St. Louts her younqesf child Mary was baphxed
| being sponsor. John remained to doctor his eyes.

After a brief inferval, | went info the emy!oymcnf of one Jeffry, a gramn broker and storage man. The Mexican War
had bequn in the fall, and my mnority duquahﬁe& me from being enrolled as a volunteer. My father was a candidate ot
the spring election for City Marshal: there were two Democrafs and one Know-nothing 1n the campaign; the latter was of
tourse elcct.ed; the canvass was expensive and my family was involved i very reduced means, the wolf was many times af
the door, and | then experienced the qreatest poverty ever knewn in my father’s house. The next spring's aity elections, the Demo-
crats were successful and B, Mulamphy, a friend of my father, was elected Mayor, and father was tendered the office
of Chief of Police; which declining, he was appointed one of three City Weighers - there had been only one before; but
the magnifude of the business created such a clamor for the post that to conciliate affairs, three were created, which
dwided up the proceeds to each; also, led to sharp competition. The salary was requlated by statute; but the business
houses had their choice of weighers; each one had about four deputies, and the applicant who could secure the bus|-
ness of the largest dealers secured an appointment, was qiven the weighing of those houses and received a percent-
age on his work. John Drum and | were assigned deputy-ships; of course, neither of us could enlarge the buglnes;
and it was policy for father 1o have us do all that was not controlled, and | was kept lively when the river was open
to navigafion.

News of the discovery of qold in California reached us that fall. One of the deputies, Fleming, and one Mc Gowan whom |
knew and shall refer to hereafter, immediately started by way of the Isthmus of Panama, and reached the Eldorado
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that fall. The exatement was infense: every young man that could raise the price of anoutfit was defermined to go
overland in the spring. Cousin Andrew Murphy reached St. Louts that fall. | had never seen him before. Early
in the spring our party .was organized; Andrew Murphy, John Drum, Tom Murphy-ano’rher cousin, James
Garvin, Q'Connor, & younq lawyer, and myself: our individual apportionment Wi #325, which amount my father
gave me. Mr. Jeffry.'s note for #130 | released to him for five dollars, all that | ever received for six months service.
Our entire outfit — six mules, a wagon, harness and supplies ~ was shipped by boat from S‘r.l.oﬁs to St.Joseph, Mo.
We went as passengers, embarking on or about the first of April, 1849. We qave one J.Flynn passage through for his
services as driver, at which he was very dexterous with single team, having been a feamster in the Mexican War.
Before our departure, however, Andrew and |, about the middle of March started on a brief vistation to our
many relatives in and about Galena. We fook passage on the first sleamboat up the river that spring and made
but a short s?ay. | met n Galena, aunt Drum and farm!y, Tom O'Leary, a cousin of my father, my aunt Reed with
a large family, a sisfer of mothers and one or two other relatives. The greater aumber lived ouf in the country
about twenty miles; but being informed that the roads, owing to the breaking up of winfer, were impassible,

| 4id net have the pleasure of seeing a large number of connections. The house where | was born was poinfed ouf,
but | did net visit it.

Refuraing 1o 5t Louis and bidding adieu to my parents - my brother Dan was at Cape Giradeau at school - we started
on aur overland journey of four months' doration, remaining at St.Joseph about two weeks. We beqan our tramp on the
north bank of the Missouri, and crossed af about where now sfand Omaha and Council Bluff. Although thousands were
ahead of us, we found out we were in advance of the qrowth of the grass on which our animals had to depend; so we enqaged a
farmer to qo with a load of corn about one hundred and fifty miles. We also discovered that we weis overloaded and our wagon en-
tirely 100 heavy; so we purchased a light wadon and four more mules and dispensed with many articles not absolutely necessary.
The Missour1 crossed, we bid adieu to cwvilization and plunged into the unknown. We were on the broad uninhabited plains without a
setlement until we reached the qold fields of California, west of the Sierra Nevadas.

We never saw the face of a white man on our long westward journey, except ot Forts Laramie, Kearney and Hall, and thase of the
q}ea‘r throng .hasTcmnq on,as we were. All were imfent and eaqer fo qather. up the coveted gold; all seemed impressed with the mportance
of *aking lots of grub’ fearing famine would prevail in that remote reqion before adequate S\Jppl.lls covld reach there to feed the vast
muititudes tht were congreqating there by land and water from every country of the globe. The few exccpﬂons were the wise ones.
They distanced the others in the race, brought through their teams in qood condition and thereby haa a capital to beqin with;
while the larqe majorily draqqed them loaded until they were jaded out and then unloaded on the wayside. Thousands reached the geld
fields without amimals, previsions or clothing except what was on theic person: in the meantime, vessels had come to port laden
with provisions and qoods of every descriphion, and thers was no suffering for supplies in the accessible camps. The first camp we struck
was ot Weaverville in Eldorado County, and there we remained mining with bufcher-knife and tin pan on the flat about Hangtewn
some $ix Weeks, during which time we barely made a lving. Oﬁe of the first miners | met was deputy Fleming, who started out
from St.Louts at the first news of the discovery of qold, almest a year previous. Abeut the first of October, we left Hangtown
for Sacramenfo very much discouraged with that camp, which soon proved one of the richest in California.

Arriving ot Sacramento, | met P.McGowan from St.Louss, established n a waqon repairing shop with a good sfock of hard

wood, and coining money, having already about 41510,000. He was pleased to see me, and proved afferwards a qood friend.
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Andrew, Drum, Garvin and | concluded to embark with Fred Schatka, a chum of Andrew’s from Galena and an
uncle of the famous Acctic explorer, and to outfit for a camp known as Gold Run, of fabulous riches. Andrew and Garvin had but
ittle (f any money; Drum and | had about #400 and the Schatka man about that amount. A wagon, three yoke of oxen and a
load of new supplies to last the winter were purchased, and we were just ready fo start when | was taken sick. Drum resolved
o nurse me, and we hived in a fent where Sacramento now stands. The others slarted, and were fo lef us know where to follow.
No mail routes were then established, all was chaos, and we never heard from them unhil spring, | s long sick and soon
went to work for the Watson Brothers from St Louts, at sixteen dollars per day, running a cross-cut saw, qatting out blocks
for a row of stores they were erecting, and finally filling a larqe difch, almost a canal, which ran diagonally through their
lots, and which had been dug by Colonel Sutter around his fort. John Drom was driving a mule feam for some campany;:bu'r we
defermined to dig out the qold ourselves, so John and | purchased one Iittle mule and loaded it with our blankets, cooking utensils and
provisions and started for Mariposa Camp in Central Cahft‘:rma. We had proceeded as far as Arigel’s Camp, when | was stung by
some msect while | was qathering an arm load of wood: my blood being, | suppose, in scurvy condition, my arm became véry
much nflamed and swollen, and we thought it prudent to return fo Sacramento, which we just reached a short time before that city
was submerged by the great flood of 1850, when nearly all the inhabitants were forced to secek refuge on a knoll about four miles to
the east. Col.Sutter said he had never experienced the hike, and it was the greatest rainfall known to that date. When the water sub-
sided, | went to work for McGowan making wagon-beds: here again, my Kknowledge of the use of carpenter's tools came wnto play. Drum
resumed his old job of mule-driver for the Watson Brothers.

About the first of April, much to our surprise, Andrew and Garvin came down; a snow storm had come upon them before
they reached their destination; some of their mules wandered oway ond were never found; so they erected a cabin
and went info winter quarters on the spot. Very qood bar diqqings were found 1n the \;lumfy and they had made about
two thousand dollars each, which they insisted should be shared equally with Drum and me, as we had furnished the
outfit. We four then went back fo the camp where they had wintered and resumed work; but soon discontinued, believing
the qround worked out. They had vsed cradles, and the qround which had four months' handling in that crude sysfefn could have been
mined over n four weeks with apphanccs‘ afiferwar;ds used. | never saw a sluice box in those days. What was designated as a”long
tom’ was just coming into use when | left California, one year later.

Most of the gold washing was done with tin pans and wooden bowls, something like our old-fashioned bread bowl; the cradle was a
wonderful advance on the first methed.

On refurning to Sacramento, we dissolved partnership. Garvin, a tinner by frade,lwmf to work in that line; Andrew, as a
carpenter; John and | found employment at two hundred dollars per movnfh in the Quartermaster’s szarfma‘n‘r of a qovernment
expedition under command of General Nathaniel Lyons, afterwards killed in the Cvil War af Pea Ridge. Lieutenant Stoneman, affer-
wards Governor of California, was an officer in the sa‘me expedition. |

Our duly was to have charge of eight mules, care for packs and un;‘:ack the burden of supplies, There were twenty of us in the es-
pedition, among others two from St Louts (0. named Jameson, and with whom | afterwards became loﬁq‘connedcd in other gjwrsu:'fs;
here, | found also, one of my old schoolmates from St.Mary's, We crossed the Sierra Nevada Mts. from the head of the Sacra -

menfo at the base of Mt.Shasta and journeyed fo Goose Lake n Oreqon. The objects of this expedition were first to recover
the effects "cached” the previous fall by some Umted States expedition, and to infer the remains of a U.5.Engineer who had been mucdered

by savaqes; second, fo afford protection to such emigrants as should seek to come into California on this northern roote, and to chastise

-',-



Indians for thetr depredations.
We did supply some starving emgrants with food, saw the remains of others who had been Killed by the Indians,

but the Indians kept out of s1ght and harm's way.

We started on the return trp, but were met by messengers with dispatches for half the command, for some
reason, te refurn north, and the others o report at B——. Drum and | were among the pwvelve chesen to
refurn: Jameson and Long were chosen to take charge of the muless but Long and | exchanged and

he went back with the expedition.

This ends the avfabiography of Matthew 0'Connell Murphy, laid aside because of 1liness and never k .
sumed. The remander of his story is contained in letters written by his daughters Lucy Virqmia (\m

Novernber 1942) and Mary Octavia (6 Febryary 1943),

On his return to Sacramente City, Matthew Murphy was not satisfied to resume mining so he dec-
Ided fo assay qold for the miners. They at first doubted his ability or accuracy or honesty - but seon
found s assays as aceevrate as these of the mint in San Francisco - ‘then frusted him without question, saving
the apense of express charges and the risk of shnFmen‘|’ which was then great,

Dissatisfied with the failure of his early prospects of California and shll intrigued with the tales of the
Ureqon Territory told by Abernethy to his young apprentice in St.Louis, he decided to return to Missours and nfluence
his parenfs to accompany him ta Oreqen, Leaving California in the Spring of 1851 he travelled by way of the |sth-
mus of Panama since Travel eastward across the plains was impossible to a lone traveller, On arriving af St Joseph
he chanced vpon an old school friend whe fold him that Matthew's father and the family were not in st. Lous
but were at that moment in a St.Joseph hotel planning to leave shertly for Oreqon Ly the Overland Trail.

Reonited, the fqrmly soon left Missouri by boat, trans-shipping at New Ocleans for Chaqres, thence across the
Isthmus to Panama on the route so recently traversed lv/ the younq Argonaut; at Panama the family took ship for
Oreqon, where they landed at Portland, fresh young metropolis on the Willamette, Ofeqon tributacy to the mlthy
Columbia River.

Dantel and Catherine purchased two lots n Portland at the corner of Fourth and Taylor Streets in a parflally
cleared patch in the surrounding forest - great trees lying in all directions and the streets mere trails. On this prop-
erty they had four houses built, three bemq rented and the fourth becoming the home of the transplanted Missour:
couple (1), @

Matthew Murphy applied for and received a Jand grant of 320" acres a short distance north of St. faul on
the east side of the Willamette Rwer. These government land qrants were made to young emigrants as an induce-
ment fo settle in the West. On this grant he settled and had his house and barn erected - probably by his
causin and companton on the trip to California, Andrew Murphy, who had also [eft the gold ficlds fo settle in Oregon.
Jeha Drum, another cousin and Matthew's companion in Sacraiiento and on the Goose Lake expedition, remained 1n Califernia
where he had better fortune. His son founded a bank which has grown inte the American Trust Cempany

Aundrew Mucphy also settled on a land grant the he was net a farmer but a carpenter and built many of the houses in
thevalley of which the whele or parts of a great number shill house residents of the valley.

On 4 febevary 1856 Matthew married Mary Ellen Costello, a Champoéq beauty, i the Little St. Paul Misston. Ellen Costello,
born 15 May 1836 i fort Wayne Indiana, was the daughter of an carly Oreqon ploneer family. Her half-brether Hugh Burns
was one of the siqners of the Champoeg Pact which established local self-qevernment during the peried of the British-
American tondeminium over the Oreqon Territory, Her younger brother James Costello 1s buried in the churchyard of th
old Missiont Doleres in San Francisco. Her shil-younqer half-brother John M. Gearin, a |eading atftorney of Portland,
was appointed to the United States Semate to complete the term of Senator . Mifchell,who died n office.(3). ‘

The younq couple settled down in the little house near the river, starfing the large family with James C|emehf
born Nov.15,1856, Catherine Mary, bern August 6,1858 and Daniel Raphael, named for Matthew's nest younger brother,

born April 16, 1860.
(1) This property, sold many years later when Portland had grown 1nte a thriving metropolis and seaport, became the site of the

Portlond Lodge of the Loyal Order of Moose,  (2) Later expanded to 460 acres by purchase of adjommq land,
(3) Sentor senator and a member of the Senate for 52 years, Mitchell Killed himself because of the disqrace of land grant frauds
made by his assistants, using his seal. .8




Rising water on the Willamette River, as devastating as that which the youthful miner experienced in Sacra-
mento ten years before, forced evacuation of the small home by the river's edge on Apeil 18th, Ellen, the young
mather, was lifted out, an a mattress, from an upper window, her two-day-old baby held firmly in her arms. Reaching
highet'ground, the family fransferred fo a waqon while the switling waters played about the horses’ legs and lapped
the hubs of the waqon wheels. The fierce fleod swept away every possession of the little family except the land itself-
house, barn, cattle, chickens~all were lost. Tiny Catherine, too young o appreciate the calamity, reacted with great glee fo
the exhdaration of the theilling, adventurous rescve and the equally exciting ride thru the flowing flood waters.

Undaunted by this misfortune, Matthew rebuilt his home a mile or more east of the river on an elevation some 75 feat above
the richly fertile flats of his domam(.' His neighber and cousin Andrew, a carpenter wha built many of the homes in the Valley
and whese handiwork may shill be seen in most of the remaiming proncer homes, doubtless joined him n reestablishing his home,
as did other naighbors in conformance to pioneer custom on the frontier.

Matthew, toe little inclined to the hife of a farmer, found his knowledge of surveying, the foundation of which had baen acquired
m Missours in 1845, much 1n demand in the growing Northwest, and he was continuolly enqaged in property surveys. The early
state and county records qenerally carried the phrase “Surveyed by M, O'C.Murphy': Fire, sweeping thru the Salem Courthouse in
1927, destroyed a vast number of his oriqinal survey records.

During the symmer of 1860 he was appointed as assistant to Thomas Hunt, gevernmant sucveyor engaqed to extend national
surveys infe Washingten Terrifory, fo inelude islands in Puget Sound near Seattle. Approaching completion of 4he ground surveys on
Whldb\/ Island, Matthew with his party returned to the joint camp for the prolcd To find that a local Indian chief had murdered
Hunt and his men, butying them shallowly on the sandy beach. Reinterring the murdered men and fearing a resurqence of the
Indian wprisings which had earlier troubled the sparsely-settled Sound area, the remainder of the party took tu theie small boats
ond with blankets for sails made their way to the Yesler Blockhouse near the mouth of the Duwamish River. This was a round
twa-staried log structure, the upper story being ported, with iron tracks on the floor supporting a cannon which could he
switehed to fire from any port. The cannoncer was a large-framed woman. After o few dayslm this Seattle stronghold with
no further indications of Indian frouble, the survey party returned to Oreqon where they calmed the growing apprahensian.

Life on the St. Paul farm was typical of that of other rich farmlands, intensified in #s rugqed simplicity and hard toil by the
youth of the frentier commumity, In those early days wheat and cats ware the sole crops, with the grain hauled by waqon to
James Me Kay's mill over poor roads often so deeply rutted and mired the hocses couvld not pull the load. Wood must ba cul in vast
quanhhcs 1o provide furl thry the cold winters. Game was plentiful and berries gathered from the wild bushes were usually found
on the table, Smo\(cd.muf produced laboriously by the long tedious processes avarlable on the farm, provided food for the winter, Farms
weta gelf-sustaining 1n those rugqed early years and raquired the fabor of many hands. The mott wseful and by far the mo‘ﬁ' valvable
trop, in the development of 4he farm, the community and the State, was to be found in the many children hrought into heing on these
fertile farms. ln thi, Matthew and Ellen provided a bumper crop of fourteen over a period of twenty two years, of whom fen survived
c¢hildhood and youth Yo render long years of service and honor to thair family, their State and thewr Nation.

fec:lmq, clothing and edyeating this larqe family faxed the daily energres of the touple over many years, Ellen,in thosa pieneer
days, even made the suits her husvand wore. Dantel and Peter, younger brothers of Matthew, made many pleas for help from their
more energetic and thriving brother ~ pleas which were nevee refused, no matter what privation or sacrifice might be involved.

Sunday provided the principal opportunity, in the long hard week of the community, for seeing the neighbors, when the young
Coﬁp\e, mounted in fandem, rode horseback the few mules Yo church ot the St.Paul Mission where they had been married.

The Misston's Jasurt priests, qenerally beilltantly-educated graduates of the Unwersity of Louvain who had been assiqned to thu
far.off land, furnished a bright spot %o the ittle farmhouse which they visted frequently and where they were always welcomed for
thew stories of Europe and for the many long discussions of lderature land the arts, endearing them 1o the young farmer whase Iihrary
tonfained the works of Milfon, Shakespeare, Scott and Thackeray, from whieh ha read alod to his family unhil the day he died.

The imterest of the couple 1n Iderature ond edueation qamnad them a reputation boyond the hounds of theic small community.dudge
John J. Kavanaugh of Partland, an old family friend, relates an incident of an Oreqon historian who told him of spending a
night af a farm home where he met a delight ful covple with wham he conversed so interestingly that the talk was net broken
of £ untdl three in the morning. The Judge correctly inquiced if the hame was not that of Matthew 0'Connell Murphy.

Edueation of his children was paramouat 1n Matthew's mind. When coastal stcamer service 1o San Franeisco was established on a
reqular schodule, Daniel and James were placed aboard to onter S}.Marys Callege under the tulelage of 1the Christian Brothers, Here
young Jim, who was o continue the farm, made an exeellent record, while Dan, destined to become a leading attorney n Port-
land, was an eutstanding student.

In 1671 the little farm house was moved a mile fyrther east and enlarqed to accommodate the qrowing ‘farmly, to a site

(1) A part of The house remained, having been anchored to nearby trees. Moved fo the new oite, this became the shell around which fhe
second home was huylt, .6.



on the east side of the highway between St.Pavl and Newburg, where \f naw stands. Of the present house, the Kitchen and
diming rosm, with the two rooms above, remain of their second home built in 1860.

In theit second small home, 4he family of five which escaped the rushing waters of the Willamette, was enlarqed by Mary Ellen,
named for hee mother, born in 186], Willjam Edwaed in ‘63, Matthow Philip, a belated Christmas qift, preseated December 26,1864,
Albert Stdney, born in ‘66, Mary Aqnes in 68, Lucy Vieqinia in ' 70, Susie Agnes in ‘72, After the heme was established in its
Frtscn\' location, four mere children enlarqed the family cwcle, beqinming with John James, born in (873, Joseph Arthur in'15,
Mary Octavia in ‘76 and Euqene Ralph in 79, whose death as a baby brought the first note of sorrow to the household.

With the passage of the years, Daniel and Catherine Murphy in Portland, troubled with the infiemities of the old aqqravated
by the ardors of thewr earlier misfortunes, moved to the farm where their last days were comforted by their many young
grandchidren. Daniel survived the move but a short fime, while Catherine, now an mvalid, survived him by six years,

Both lte in the st.Paul Cemetary surreunded by the bodies of their descendants.

The Psrtland properly which they had hewn frem the wilderness was willed to their surviving sons Matthew and Peter,
the yaungest brother, who later sold his fwo interior lots $o Matthew. The fave houses built on these lots by Dantel, which had
provided a home-and renfal property to the older qenecation, rented at times For $20.00 per month which helped to
defray expenses and pay Texes on the property. for one long period the houses were vacant. However, as Portland grew to become
fhe (eading metropolis of Oreqon, the value of the parcel of lots increased greatly, doubling in the last six years before their sale to
the #120000 realized in theie disposal. This sum, willed o therr children equitably by Matthew and Ellen in turn, was of much bene-
£t Yo there children ond thesr childcen's childran. At least one qrand child, a namesake of the younq Seeker for qold and proneer of the
Golden West, owes his colleqe education as an enqineer 1n that universdy overlooking the scane of the younq surveyor's frghtful
adventure an Puqet Sound, to the inherited fruts of the acumen and industey of his proneee forebaars.

The fumly on their farm near S4.Paul grew vp hke other pleneer fami)ias of the era closing the nineteenth century,
laeking most of +he modern luxuries and many of today's neeessities, but hving a cleaner, saner life than s given many
families foday. They made their ovin simple rleasuu‘s and learned the lestens of diserpling obedience, love and rerpect as
well s tolerance and forbearance within the circle of their larqe family, They were qiven edueations as excellent as the
qrowing instifutions then afforded. Indeed, Catherine, taking the veil in 1878 and choosing the name of Sister Mary Alodia,
deveted her life 4o teaching and a3 a membec of the Ordar of the H°l7 Na'me and Suster Superior of convents in Tha Dalles,
Jpokane and Seattle, inspired the young women entrusted to her care. Following in har, sfeps after an aducdtion under hee
guidance were two davghters of James ~ Agqnes (Sister Mary Agnesia) and Bessie (Sister Mary Elena), . .

After many years, Matthew and Ellen moved to Portland, to @ snug little hame overlooking the Willamette River, while
James, married to Elizabeth Kirk in the same church which had witnessed the nuptials of his pacents, assumed the oblig-
ations of the farm, where their own cight children were raised. Now in 1952, ane hundred years sirice the fiest seed was
planted in ds fectile fields, James’ only son Peter and his daughter Aladia reside 1n the family home and operate the farm -
one of the few instances in the Valley where descendants of the piencers are in possession of the oriqinal qrant. Their mother
Elzabeth Jborn 1n the day of the ox team and the Canestoqa waqon of the emigrant teails, Jived to the atemie age to 1951, atthe
age of 100,

Matthew O'Connell Murphy died in Portland im 1906 and was borne hy rver steamer theu the locks at Oreqan City and thence to
$t.Paul Landing and averland 1o the cemetary fo rest near his loved parents. Vivid flashes of memory return even now of the simple yet
mpressive journey of his farewell, to his namesake qrandsen, then buta lad of five. One, as the rverbeat steamed south up the rwer a5,
qazing down on the hgarse on the lower deck, the young boy regrefted the death of his awe-inspicing bt kind and considarate qrandpa’
bu consoled himself in o whispered reminder of another ‘qrandpa’ in Peter, his gqreatunele , whose snowy loeks and beord so closely resem.
bled those of his departed qrandfather, Two, the nda thru the beavtiful, peaceful countryside ts St.Paul in a hetasselled frimge-topped
surrey in company of his two {avorite aunts, Sister Aledia and Ocfavia, to whese love and kindness and ganerosity ha was to be in-
debted 1n futore years in the fuctherance of his education and the formation of his character, o herifage passing down from the
proneer passing on. Three, the large gathering of Family, neiqhbors and friends m tribute fo a well-loved father a resyected ﬂuqlﬁ'r,.
a successful conquerer and tamer of the wilderness that was the West into a land of spportunity and fulfillment of promises to the

qcmrahons 1o tome,
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