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STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY.

MEMBERS OF BOARD.

Charles R. Van [lise, Cha'rman Pr:sident University of Wisconsin.....Madison

H. L. Russell, Dean Siate Agricultural Department.................. Madison
Edward Asabel Birge, Dircctor State (eological Survey.............. Mad:son
Frank L. Gilbert, Attorney-General........c.ceevieernnnnsanencannns Madison

GeOrge BeyerT....vcoesiesscescsssssessascssssscrssacassssnssesasss.badison

OFFICERS,

Fdward Merriam Griffith, State Forester......cececeeeseccsccecess..Madison
Frank B. Moody Assistant State Forester......eevece. ...Madison
M A, Castle, ClerK. ... i iiiiitiiieeeecernsesescanssssacansess...Madison

The department of State Forestry was crcated by an act of the leg's'ature
in 1903 and some 40.000 acres of land in Forest, One'da. Vilas and Iron
counties were reserved frem snle as a forest reserve. In 1905 an entircly new
act was passed creatine th» State Board of Forestry and- granting all state
lande north of town 23 for a forest reserve. '

Seattering and agricultural lands have been sold in some counties and other
lands acquired by purchase and grant. On October 16, 1908. the area of forest
reserve lands in the various counties was as follows: :

1906 1908 1906 1908
L

Ashland.. Marinette.. 4,783 4.(R7—
Bavfield.. Oneida... .. 35.719 490 0004
Rurnett Polk. 1,520 .
Dourlas Price 27.634
Florence . Rusk . 3. 404
Forest.. Sawyer. 12,317 .
Tron ... Vilas........ . 15, 142 2060+
Lanslade Washburn.......... 12,497 1264 -
Lincoln............. | -—— = —

| Total......... eend| 24,085 | 253,073

{

Note. 4 indicates increase in acreagé since 1905 on account of purchases.
— indicates deerease in acreage snee 1906 on account of sales. ¢ although
2.519 acres have been sold in Douglas county, the original acreage has been
incsased by grant and purchase.

The policy of the state to secll the forest reserve lands which are scattering
and agricultural, the proceeds golng Into a forest reserve fund which is used
for the purchase of other lands more valuable for forestry purposes than for
agrieniture, and so located that they will form important additions to the
permanent reserves js a most important one and is bas~ on the sound com-
men sense fdea that every acre of land should be used for the purpose to
which it is best adapted. No agricultural Iand will be held as a part of the
permanent forest reserves and the settlement and development of the northern
part of the state will in no wise be retarded by the forestry work.

In many states the demand for forestry comes almost entircly from the
rapid destruction of the forests and the feeling that the state must take a
hand in conserving the timberlonds. This, of course, fn itself i8 a most im-
portant reason for cstablishing state forest reserves but in Wisconsin in addi.
tion to the question of providing a future supply of timber, there I8 the even
more important nccessity of protecting the headwaters of the important rivers,
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which means also the conscrvation of the water powers and nav'gation as well.
As the manufacturing intcrests of the state will become more and more im-
portant In the future, the water powers must be protected, as they are tho>
grcat source of encrgy, the state having no coal deposits. The third obje-t
of the forest recserve Is to preserse and increase the attractions of the lak~
reglon of northcrn Wiscons'n and make it a pleasure ground for mu'titudcs
of tour'sts which will result in bring'ng large revenues to that region.

Governor Davidscn in address'ng the conference at Washington for th=2
congervation of natural resources, rald:

“Wiscons'n has, however, awakencd to Iits duty to the public; it crrat~d
the first state forest commission cver appointed by any of the states, and this
comm!ssicn has alrcady d'veleped {nto a Board whose labors are characteriz--d
by a continuous and progressive policy of forest administrat'on. Vast trac!s
of public lands have been made iInto state forest reserves. Agricultura 'y
profitable land hkas bein sold and the proceeds rsed to extend the resources in
less fertile so‘l. The TUnited States government has added a large t-a t.
almed to protect the h-ad waters of our large rivers; while lumber companies.
at last recognizing the state’s wise pollcy have dedicated several thou-and
acres to the forcst reserves. Wisconsin has acquired over 300,000 acres, and
this acreage s constantly be'ng extended. It has been the po'icy to con-
centrate th:s» holdings in countics hav'ng the grcatest number of lakes fecd ng
into large streams, and in somec counties the state now holds ten per cent of
the entiré land arca.”

Tho enormous losses in the state from forest fires in 1908 have emphasized
the nerd of forestry regulations. The timberland owners and lumbermen of
the state have organized a forest cons-rvation association to ass'st the state
board of forestry in its work in the preparation of suitable laws to conserve
the forests.
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