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PASTURAGE ON CUT-OVER PINE LANDS

By STANLEY F. MORSE, Consulting Agricultural Expert
(Written exclusively for Cut-Over Lands.)

In most of the enterprises for utilizing
the cut-over pine lands with cattle and
sheep there has usually been left out of
consideration the very essential factor of
adequate pasturage. Not only is it diffi-
cult to raise cattle or sheep profitably if
it is necessary to grow too much feed for
winter, but, on the other hand, if insuffi-
cient feed is produced, there will be
losses of many of the animals from star-
vation. Generally speaking, the pastures
on most of the cut-over lands are fair
during the spring
and summer
months, and very
poor in the win-

ter. The state-
ment has fre-
quently been

made that a cer-
tain pumber of
acres in cut-over
land pasture were
sufficient to carry
a cow or a sheep,
but these state-
ments do not take
into consideration
the lack of pas-
turage during the
winter,

The fact is that
under conditions
up to the present
time, the average
cattle owner has
been allowing his

animals no longer can wander for miles
in search of feed. Either crops must be
raised to provide winter feed for the ani-
mals or good winter pastures must be es-
tablished. I again repeat that the cost
of winter feed is apt to absorb all the
profits if great care is not taken.

It will be seen that the main problem
is that of securing ample winter pastur-
age. However, the summer pasturage is
by no means entirely satisfactory, as
some pastures will not carry as large a

In other words, the areas of cut-over lands
in different localities will have to be
handled according to their own require-
ments. To illustrate this point, in Flor-
ida, where the cut-over lands are all lo-
cated under sub-tropical climatic condi-
tions, Natal grass (and even Para grass)
will usually thrive; but in north Alabama
or Georgia, which is not sub-tropical, this
grass will not succeed. I have examined
soils in certain cut-over regions which
had a good state of fertility as compared
with other soils
in other sections
which were very
low in fertility.
On the poor soils
such crops as bur
clover and white
clover would not
succeed so well as
on the richer
land. On clay
sofls grasses will
do better than on
sandy soils. In
general, the
growth of winter
pasture crops will
be less vigorous
and luxuriant the
further one goes
north; while the
reverse is true in
the sub -tropical
sections, although
the favorable cl-

cattle to range mate {s some-
over thousands of THE ORIGINAL KIDS; SHOWING HOW THEY ARE CARED FOR. times offset by
acres of land the poorness of

which do not belong to him, with the re-
sult that with a great many acres (say
20 to 30 acres) per cow, the majority of
the animals were able to pick up enough
feed to get them through the winter in
a half-starved condition. In addition to
pickings of dry grass, weeds, leaves, etc.,
and in some locations cane brakes, it is
8aid that holly and sweet gum trees have
been chopped down so that the cattle
could browse on the leaves and the
Spanish moss. In fact, I have myself
seen the trees cut down for this purpose.
However, with the fencing up of pri-
vately owned cut-over lands, and the re-
striction of stock to limited areas, the

number of stock as they eventually can
be made to do. Another thing is that in
order to have the soil continually im-
proving in fertility, the pasture crops
should be composed of more legumes
than at present. This again calls for
the introduction and establishment of
adapted pasture crops.
Plants for Cut-Over Pine Land Pasturage
The question then arises as to the kinds
of plants which may be best adapted to
pasturage on the cut-over pine lands.
However, no definite answer can be made
to this question because the local climatic
and soil conditions will largely determine
the sort of plants which will thrive there.
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the soil

Among the wirter-growing pasture
plants which bave already been demon-
strated to be .uccessful are white clover,
bur clover and native vetch. In addition,
sour clover (melitotus indica) is a prom-
ising hardy winter grower for the sub-
tropical regions. Black medic is also
worthy of trial in the cooler sections.
Also velvet beans may be planted in the
summer on open areas which should be
fenced off from the stock and not opened
for pasturing until early winter after the
frost has killed the vines. This use of
velvet beans may be employed to winter
over cattle until permanent winter pas-
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