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ZEBCO U.S. CRAPPIE TOURNAMENT

Volume 2, Issue 1

Manitowish Waters and Boulder Junction will again be
participating in the ZEBCO/US CRAPPIE TOURNAMENT

in Vilas County this spring.

Locally there will be $19,975.00 in prize money!

Manitowish Waters
Boulder Junction

There will be another $36,000.00 made

National Sponsors!

13 Sponsors
6 Sponsors

$10,375.00
$ 3,600.00

available by

This will be a tagged crappie tournament. The Tourna-
ment will run from May 17, 1992 to June 30, 1992. The
entry fee for the 45 day tournament will be only $6.00.

The BIG CRAPPIE DAY, scheduled for May 16,1992, will
feature hourly winners from 8 A.M. to 3 P.M.. The largest
crappie each hour will win $100.00 and the second largest
crappie each hour will win $50.00. There will be a weigh-
in site at Greer’s Pier on the Manitowish Chain this year,
as well as the weigh-in site at Riverview Park in Eagle

River.

00.00 casht!

The first place grize will be $2,000.00 cash! Second place
5

prize will be

Third place prize will be

$300.00 cash. Fourth through 20=place will be paid ac-

cording to entries.

Entry fee for the BIG CRAPPIE DAY is $25.00, which
includes the $6.00 entry fee for the 45-day tournament.
Entry fee for the BIG CRAPPIE DAY must be mailed in to
the Zebco U.S. Crappie Office by May 9, 1992 or anglers

must pay a $5 late fee and enter
before Big Crappie Day.

at the seminar the night

Crappie fishing is great in our area, so plan on joining us
for some fun fishing and, who knows—YOU COULD GO

HOME A LITTLE RICHER!

GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE ENTERING!




MANITOWISH WATERS AREA

If I had opted to make any predictions in early March, I
would have said the walleyes would be on the shorelines
spawning the 1st week of April and that crappies would
be biting very early this spring, but Mother Nature put
an abrupt end to that line of thinking during the second
week of March with temperatures dropping back to -10
degrees every night.

Aswe head into April, ice fishermen are getting their last
shot at panfish before open water fishing begins. My
advice is to wait for open water - no fish in the world is
worth risking your life for and this is one of the most
treacherous times to try ice fishing. I gave up ice fishing
when my black lab fell through the ice about three feet
from my tip-up, in the middle of Stone Lake, on Feb-
ruary 23rd of thisyear. Asthe warm sun melts the snow
and surface ice, it becomes more difficult to tell good ice
from bad ice. When the ice becomes dark gray or black
this time of year it’s a good time to start rigging your
boat, because open water is not far away.

Normal ice-out on the Manitowish Chain is around the
15th of April, give or take a week, and some of the
greatest crappie fishing of the season usually follows.
Wwild Rice, Clear, Fawn, Island, Stone and Rest Lakes
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all have excellent populations of slab crappies and are
all good choices to try. -

Wild Rice Lake is usually one of the first lakes to ope:

and the old cabbage weed by the inlet and outlet areas
are prime spots as well as the center weed bar. In Clear
Lake fish the three weedy bays on the west shore, plus
the bay across from the public landing. In Fawn Lake
you will find old cabbage in most bays and along the
east and west shorelines. In Stone Lake try the shallow
weeds behind Fox and Beaumont’s Islands. In Island
Lake, the inlet area by the Manitowish River and the
inlet area of Rice Creek are both prime crappie areas.
In Rest Lake try the weeds and stumps on the north
end where Papoose Creek enters, :

Circle Lily Lake and Dead Pike Lake also have good
crappie populations, but it’s usually May before they
start to turn on.

Small 1/64-0z. or 1/32-0z. tube jigs, suspended by a
small float and fished on 4 Ib. line is by far the most
productive in white, pink/white or yellow/white. Pin-
kies, twisters, beetle spins, etc. plus small crappie
minnows all work well, but the tubes always seemto be
the number one producing bait on the chain.

(Relas

Y

BOULDER JUNCTION AREA

April is a frustrating month for fishermen. Ice fishing is
over and the open water sport fishing season has notyet
arrived. However, here in Boulder Junction there are
mary opportunities for the early season hook and line
fishermen.

Some of the very best bluegill and crappie fishing for the
entire year happens just after ice-out. Start fishing the
small shallow lakes, as they will be the first to become
free of ice. Crappies can be found in large numbers, in
shallow (3' to 6') muddy bottom bays or mud flats with
patches of last years growth of musky cabbage, as well
as some new growth scattered throughout the area.
Most of the time you can see these fish sunning them-
selves near the surface.

These fish can easily be caught using a bobber and a 1/
32-0z. or 1/16-oz. tube jig or twister-tail. Small min-
nows on a plain hook suspended from a bobber also
work very well, if they won't touch the artificial bait.

Some good choices for spring crappies in the Boulder
Junction area are Lower Allequash, Upper Gresham,
Round and Little Crooked. ' :

On Lower Allequash fish just out from the bullrushes
and wild rice that cover the west shore and also the
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weeds just off the entrance from Upper Allequash. On
Upper Gresham try the weeds on the south shore, to the
_ East of Harmony Point and also the weeds by the outlet

"o Middle Gresham, also the weed bar In front of
Stonegate Resort. Round Lake usually produces a lot
of nice slabs in the cabbage just out from the boat
landing, by the rock point on the north side and also by
the cabbage just out from the mouth of Rice Creek on
the southwest end of the lake. On Little Crooked try
the weeds just out from the entrance of Rice Creek, the
bull rushes on the west shore and also the cabbage on
the south shore in front of Evergreen Lodge.

If it's walleye you’re after, Boulder Junction is the only
town in this area where you can fish for them year
around. The Department of Natural Resources operates
aresearch area on Escanaba Lake, just East of Highway
M, where the season never closes and there is no
restriction on bag or size limits.

Small minnows fished on a 1/32-0z. or 1 /16-o0z. jig or
slip bobber rig, along the rocky shore-lines will produce
the best catches. Escanaba Lake also has northern,
musky and panfish and the seasonis also open for them
as well. Remember to pick up your free fishing permit
at the Escanaba station before fishing. State fishing
license is also required.

For quality fishing, whatever the season, practice catch
and release all year ‘round.

'TOM

I'had the occasion, this last winter, to sit down with two
of my friends and demolish a huge platter full of Crappie
filets. The breading was very light, the seasoning was
nearly absent, and the taste was sublime. It was im-
possible to say “no” when the platter moved in front of
me. What a meal! And these fish were caught from Van
Vliet Lake in the spring while numerous other boats
around us were coming up empty. How did that happen?
Pretty simple, light was right.

Springtime is widely known to be the best time to
ambush these prolific spawners. Most people know that
bullrushes and shallow water gravel bars and stone
covered shorelines are the places to find them. So why
do a lot of people “strike out” when they go after them?
They just go “too big”. Their rods are usually Walleye
rods with 6, 8, or 10-pound test line. The reels corre-
spond to that size line, and the lures or baits have to be
-~ “heavy” to make these combos work. Bad choice!

The proper tackle for springtime Crappie should allow a

fisherman to present the correct sized lure or bait in a
manner that induces the fish to strike. Pretty simple
stuff, but few people will take the time to do this
“balancing act”.

What bait or lure do they prefer at this time? Crappie
minnows on a number 10 hook suspended below a slip
bobber probably take the biggest percentage of “old
Slabsides”. Easy fishing! Just keep looking along the
banks and bullrushes and brushpiles. Change the
depth of the setting occasionally, move very slowly, keep
a fresh minnow on the hook and enjoy what you're
doing. It’s really that simple!

Remember, these fish have a “paper” mouth. When you
set the hook simply lift up on the rod tip. You have to be
more concerned about setting too severely rather than
not enough. Then play the fish to your net and “in the
ice box”. There is no doubt about the fact that fish stored
on ice will be better table fare. Make it a habit.

Another very successful way to catch Crappie is with
ultra small spoons or jigs. Little fluttering spoons that
need only a touch to make them undulate are great -
Crappie lures. Of course, you need an ultralight rod and
reel, 2 or 4-pound test line, Polarized glasses, and a little
“touch” to use the rig right; nothing that a little practice
can't accomplish! Then get on the bow of your boat and
hunt the shallows. Look in the bullrushes, brush piles,
and gravel edges for those “shadows” and, when youfind
them, cast that spoon past them and bring it back right
through them. Not too fast. It’s still cold water so they
won't be big chasers. Nice and easy is the answer.

One good thing about the Crappie is their prolific
reproduction. If even a small lake is not decimated by
crowds of anglers it will naturally produce good num-
bers of Crappie for a long time.

So have some fun when the ice breaks up. And think
ahead to next winter when the fruits of your labor will
refresh both your taste buds and your memories.

And have enough patience to enjoy your “time on the
Water”.

KEN

Photo Courtesy of Dean Bortz

R ) EQ gZocowme

Second Largest Musky of the Year in the State - 51 1/4", 38 3/4 Ibs., 26 inch girth
caught by Bll Steinle of Waunakee. Largest registered at The JUNCTION.
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LAC DU FLAMBEAU AREA

It’s the first of April and only a month to go until the
opening of the game fish season. What to do? The signs
of spring are everywhere, budding trees and plants, the
birds are starting their nesting activities. It'stimetotalk
about spring panfishing.

The Lac du Flambeau area lakes offer abundant crappie
and perch fishing. Remember this, always checkout the
smaller lakes first. Buckskin, Moss, Gunlock, Amik
and Squaw should be some of the first to check on.
Warming water is the key and always look to the north
ends of these for first activity as they tend to warm the
fastest. SOLAR ENERGY will bring these slab crappies
out of their haunts and start them into their spawning
mode.

The approach I use is tiny 1/32 or 1/64-ounce jigs with
tubes. Bait Rig’s mini Slo-Poke jigs fit this bill very well.
The quivering legs on the tubes body are irresistible to
crappies this time of year. Floral colors such as char-
treuse, orange or hot pink work exceptionally well, but
don’t be afraid to try different colors if they become
finicky. Tipping these jigs with a small fathead minnow
will also help to increase action at times.

If jigs fail to give you action, try a small minnow on a
plain hook and split shot suspended from a slip bobber.
Crappies eyes are located toward the top of their head,
soit’s always better to present the bait a little above their
line of sight. With a little trial and error you can usually
find the depth these fish are active in.

Key locations to find crappies in the spring are bays that
contain last years weeds and the new fresh green weeds
just peeking through. Stumps and overhanging trees
are also good spots to check out. Big reed beds are key
spawning areas to spend some time in also. Don't
overlook the fish cribs that are scattered throughout the
Flambeau chain. A series of these cribs exist on Long-
Interlocken Lake as well as Flambeau Lake. Check
them out. A quiet approach is essential in locating
schooling crappies. Whether you use your electric
motor or the oars, always approach these areas slowly.

Squirrel Lake is a favorite of mine for spring crappies.
Try the weed bed just out from the landing for some nice
slabs. Pokegama and Crawling Stone Lakes on the
Flambeau Chain offer some excellent panfish action as
the water warms also. Remember that the north ends
ofthelakes are a key in first fish activity and Pokegama’s
north end has a lot of nice 4 to 10-foot weed beds.

Iit'sperchyou're after, trythe deeper water on Flambeau,
Fence, Crawling Stone and White Sand Lakes. Perch
tend to stay deeper prior to spawning and will be found

on the deeper weed edges of these lakes. The key again
is warming water. Find this and you've located your
active fish. Check the surface temperature frequently.

Warm water pockets spell fish. ' o

Tiny jigs and small minnows prove to work best, but if
you have access to wigglers from the ice-fishing season
use them. Perch are suckers for these little morsels.

Don't let the month of April be a month you sit and stew,
when you can go out and have some fun catching
crappie and perch. There is nothing better than a fresh
meal of panfish out of very cold water. Remember, Kids
and panfishing go hand in hand and it's a great time to
spend some quality time teaching the younger genera-
tion how to catch fish. We can really make a difference
in educating our next generation in the skills of fishing
and the overall enjoyment that fishing can give each one
of us.

Next month the WALLEYE season will start and I will
give you some hot tips on some Flambeau area lakes.
Sharpen those jig hooks and respool those spinning
reels so you're ready for those SPRING EYES!

MERCER AREA REPORT

Finally, Aprill We've made it through another winter
and now only a month to go to the opening of the
Wisconsin game fish season. With bartending at Sky
View Supper Club in Presque Isle almost every night
and manufacturing “Boonie Baits” every day, guess
what? I'm not ready; Line to change, reels to clean &
oil, tackle boxes to clean and straighten, boat to clean,
motor to tune-up —seems to me that I went through
this last year and the year before that. I don’t know
how, butI always seem to be ready when that “MAGIC
DAY” arrives.

“Ice-out” usually occurs in the Mercer area sometime
betweenthe 10th and 15th of April. Although thegame
fish season is closed until Saturday May 2nd, some
excellent crappie action can be found in the Merce

area, starting around the 20th of April. -

Some of the best waters in the Mercer area will be
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Cedar Lake, Mercer Lake, Echo Lake, Fischer Lake
and, of course, the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage.

As the water warms this time of the year, the “slabs” will
move up into the shallow bays and cabbage weed beds.
Easy pickin’s - use ultra-light outfits rigged with fresh
4 to 6-1b. test line, 1/64-0z. or 1/32-o0z. jigs tipped with
plastic tails or minnows and you're all set.

Last season was mediocre for large fish in all species -
so I'm fully expecting this year to be much better than
average.

I'm coming out with several new designs in lures this
year, thatI knowyou'll be more than satisfied with. Give
them a try. This season will be “action packed” with lots
of BIG FISH! (Am I positive or what?)

Until next month,

“Keep Moving and Keep Throwing!”
(And don’t stop dreaming)

PHILL

The Junction Newsleller
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351b. 10 oz. - 49 1/4"
1991 Vilas County Musky Marathon
Champion, Charlie Zarter of Kaukauna.

Picture compliments of
Lake Tomahawk Taxidermy




AREA FISH STOCKING

1991 FISH STOCKINGS BY DNR IN OUR AREA

BOULDER JUNCTION (WARM WATER FISH)

Allequash - 9,890 Walleye fingerlings
Big - 800 Musky fingerlings

Big Muskellunge - 900 Musky fingerlings
Boulder - 500 Musky fingerlings
Firefly - 168 Adult SM. Bass
Fishtrap = 300 Musky fingerlings
High - 560 Musky fingerlings
Little Crooked - 150 Musky fingerlings
Little John = 2,079 walleye fingerlings
Oswego = 200 Adult Northern Pike
Round - 100 Musky fingerlings
Street -1,250 LM Bass fingerlings
Trout - 99,956 Walleye fingerlings

- 2,000,000 Walleye fry
- 500 Musky fingerlings

Upper Gresham - 9,072 Walleye fingerlings

- 100 Musky fingerlings
White Sand -18,656 Walleye fingerlings
Wildcat ~7,560 Walleye fingerlings

- 2,619 Bluegill (adult)

(COLD WATER FISH)

Allequash Springs - 500 Brook Trout yearlings
Fallison = 5,000 Brook Trout fingerlings
Firefly - 3,000 Brown Trout yearlings
Little John Jr = 2,000 Brown Trout yearlings
Stevenson Springs - 500 Brook Trout yearlings
Wildwood =2,000 Brown Trout fingerlings

MANITOWISH WATERS (WARM WATER FISH)

Alder } -150 Musky fingerlings

The J unct‘ion Newslelter
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MERCER (WARM WATER FISH)
Bearskull -1,925 walleye finéerlings
Cedar =390 Musky fingerlings
Echo = 390 Musky fingerlings

Grand Portage (Tank) ~288 Musky fingerlings

=73 Musky (21"

Island -700 Musky fingerlings
Lake of the Falls -600 Musky fingerlings
Mercer -368 Musky fingerlings
=93 Musky (21")
Moose -540 Musky fingerlings
North Bass -180 Musky fingerlings
One Man ~260 LM Bass 3"+
owl =250 Musky fingerlings
Randall -230 Musky fingerlings
Six -1,480 LM Bass 3"+
Spider =720 Musky fingerlings
Trude ~1,560 Musky fingerlings
Wilson -160 Musky fingerlings

(COLD WATER FISH)

Plunkett (Sugar) =430 Brown Trout
- 2,300 Rainbow Trout
-1,000 Nipigon Trout

Swamp Creek =1,400 Brook Trout
=860 Brown Trout

Weber Creek ~430 Brown Trout

Weber Lake -2,000 Brook Trout

-3,000 Rainbow Trout

#** Denotes private stocking

1991 FISH STOCKING BY LAC du FLAMBEAU FISH
HATCHERY

LAC du FLAMBEAU (WARM & COLD WATER FISH)

Circle Lily

- 5,103 Walleye fingerlings
—*% 1,200 Walleye (5" to 6")

Clear -250 Musky fingerlings
Homestead -47 LM. Bass (adult)
Island ~400 Musky fingerlings
Manitowish -250 Musky fingerlings
Rest -300 Musky fingerlings
Spider =250 Musky fingerlings
Statehouse =200 Northern Pike (adult)
Wild Rice =200 Musky fingerlings

SPECIES #ERY #FINGERLINGS

(COLD WATER FISH) - NONE

PRESQUE ISLE (WARM WATER FISH)

Crab ~400 Musky fingerlings

Papoose ~10,017 Walleye fingerlings
= 3% 1,200 Walleye (5" to 6")
=400 Musky fingerlings

Presque Isle = 960 Musky fingerlings
(COLD WATER FISH)
Anne ~1,000 Rainbow Trout yearlings

Papoose =7,500 Brown Trout yearlings
WINCHESTER (WARM WATER FISH)
Birch =%*%200 Musky fingerll:ngs

South Turtle

=250 Musky fingerlings

(COLD WATER FISH) - NONE

Big Crawling Stone Walleye 1,000,000 134,995
Big Crooked Walleye 1,000,000 38,000
Walleye 1,000,000
Walleye 1,000,000 267,820
Musky 1,000
L.MBass 15,000
Brown Trout 15,000
Flambeau Walleye 1,000,000 69,000
Musky 1,000
Gunlock Walleye 32,500
LMBass 15,000
lke Walton Walleye 2,000,000
Little Crawling Stone Walleye 500,000
Little Trout Walleye 1,000,000 60,515
Long Interlocken Walleye 55,860
Plummer Walleye 34,470
Pokegama Walleye 2,200,000 101,200
Musky 1,000
Poupart Walleye 500,000
Shishebagama Walleye 500,000
Signal Walleye 500,000
Sugarbush Chain Walleye 3,000,000 83,460
white Sand Walleye 700,000
Musky 1,000
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CHARGE ORDERS WELCOME! Visa MasterCard

CARD NUMBER Exp Date
rsa APRIL STORE HOURS
NAME e OUR:
] 8 AM - 4 PM
The Junction
L. ADD HC2 Box 228A
CITY - STATE 71p Manitowish Water.s, WI 54545
O S Call 715-543-2776 or 543-2359
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