
Oral History Committee Mill Valley Public Library 

Mill Valley Historical Society Mill Val , California 

BILL ALBERT THR1'1N 

Born 

January 7, 1910 in Bremen, Germany 

An Interview Conducted by Bruce Coleman 
on April 22, 1989, in the Mill Valley 
Public Library History Room. 

LL e ;/1:. 
"',I 
I / r 

(c) 1994 Mill Valley Public LibrarJ 



COLE~~A1~ 0?1~ APR! L 
1.-). BHAfi"l. 

Bill~ 

B:i 11 

ls that a 

That :is a 

c·:i.·ty? 

Br·uc·e;;- Ca:t't yen~ tlS'11 'tlS wru .. =d; your ·fath<:::•r <::~r11::1 mcd:he!<"t" did i·n 
B·t""eme'/'1 ~' Wh .a:d; d :i cl y o~ .. ~r· fat her do'? 

Bill;; Well, my fi:i:d;h&·r was i~c,·t'·}.l.i·Ng 'i·r1 <:.< Qas ·fi!.~c·tc1ry. 

"c,urrdl?d :i ·r1 t hs- ·f :i. rst Wi:::1r· l d ·W<r«t"· a·r1d he a 
f!as far.:·tcn"·y. Df i:::·our·se~ hi ·rrg was ·r·1..l'l"1 

Bi 11 ~ 

I was 19 years old. 

B·t"., .. 1i:-e;; did your s c·hor.:1se tc,1 cr.:mn::• ·tc.1 the Ur1ited St;;rtes? 
d:it:l·r1't t QO tc• C;;;cr1ada or· scm?e-whE>rE• -· A~ .. 1stralia? 

Bilh H 
·tT1&. ti= S3 

W;;i{S i Cf/'1 :i. ·r1 GE<·t'·m<Gcr1y ~ ;;;n•1d I a 

It wa:s ·!;he be:s·t c·o~:crrtry ·tc• r:::ome to. 



what did you do in 

Brtn::·5'::- !'d 1:ike ·to asi.<. you so1M?. icn•·1s abot.d:; your· wo·r·i~ 

ex e·t'1t:·e 1:h.n•·:i rig yc,,xr· 1 i fE?. Cc1,,ll d yc1u ·t e 11 me chrc,.t'tCt 1 c'Q :i ca 1 y 
what you r.l i cl a·ft er· ycit~ >¥e·r .. e ,'=! mar.:·h :i rd st :i ·t'1 yt.:n~r c1.:1~.n·1t ry <E!"r1d t hi:::··t'1 
crrt .. c1·r1c1logical ly i.vhad; yo,:1 did i·1•1 the Ut'1iti:.:-d States i·t'1 your wori-1. 
e:x er11:::·e. 

Bill ::- Wel 1, over there ! :i e;.sn' .. ·ned ;;;end I x,.as work i ·ny.;z af·t er· 
t 1 e .. :«r .. r1i rrg ;.;cr1d the govr:.t"f' .. t'1me·rrt made a 1 aw t had; eve·r·y 
wasT1't m.::~r·r:ied ~'\'lou:id lose their J so I lc1s·t my JCd::i----

Bi11: J.t was 1 .. 32B----sc11n?:ttt-1:i·r1g 1:ike tt'1atn A·r1d, 1r1y 1nc1tt"1Et"t~. 

away a·r1d my sistl:?r i:::·ame ov&r 2n·1d visited ,:;;gai·n. Shi;:.:. w<:.-<S 

ovet .. hlS'ft .. e a·nci Wli? fi 11 <.?.d cnlt the pap!S?·r·s t c1 come c1Ve·1-. herl'? fcrr utr:::r. 

Sci! waited twc1 years fc1·r th!:? pape'lt"S .EfftO r dici·r1~t figure I wc1u1cl 
ccmie CN'E:tl'· here a:nymcrr·'E!. a 11 ;;;d; o·rice I i.: hi!? p<::~pi:::.-rs E«r1d I 
left J).nst ei later. 

~'lias i ·n the U.S. 

Bi .1 :i : We:l 1, my ·fir:s·t w.;es - I did·r1~ t the ·rir·sd; I 
ied fcrr·. t~e had di ffereY1t meas•u·remE<·nt s i ·r1 at'rd t hE> 

·fc.1·t .. e1m:a'r1 shc1wed mil? a mi r:::rome·t e·r... I i:::·c1u 1 d u:s&. a m:i. i:::·rcm;r,;;.·t !S!'r, bu·t I 
cc1uld·t1't lea·t .. ?1 the m&asu·r·meTtts bs;.catu:,;l':? WI? had dif·fereut 
7/llS'i'>E1SU"l'·e1m::: .. rrts over here thCi!"f"i we had in The·r1 r i;c1 
~..;.c1·t .. k i?1 a ta·r11'1e·ry. I was a m1:n:·ha·r1ic ~!'rid i·!; +'lias i·r1 S<r:!"ft FrE«r1r:::isc·.c1, 

Bi 11 ;:- The?1 :it was t oc1 di .,,..t y ··· sc• I 
---... r,.,,. .. ., :i ·rtg 1 mak i rig air r:::o·t',di ti 1.:mers~ 

building things, yes. 

Prr1d t 

a Job i·r1 a s;.belS'ft met<"Ei1 
stuff like that, 

Bi 11 ;:- ·ne;>{t JOb was i·t'1 the Barte, la Water Cc,., heat i"l"IE c:r.:.mrpc:ary. 
~.Ve m<E!de wat e-r heaters and heat i ·ug ems i "t'1 Sz.cn Frani::·:i F;;cc,. 

Bill;:- The·r1 after that, the r:::r.:m~pauy we·rrt broke ;:;cr1d I d:i.d·r1vt h1"n.•e 
a :JC'b a'.f'1d the·r1 my s:i.ster -was t::.fV<:t"r- hers• i·r1 l'•l:i11 Valley, so I movr::..rd 
over he·re. I a in ·tbs• -grcrc·e·l"·y store. I ·i.-va:s work i ·r1r;.1 for 
thll? Mill Valls-y MarkE<t a/'"11::1 af·ter a i.-»h:ile? I ~-vor~1.ed for i3ur:i·i;y. 



Br->.~ce ~ What 
Bi 11 '? Did t 

-waHE• :it 1 i ke •vc1·rk i rrg for a groce<·r·y st 1.:1re i ·r1 ·t t·o.::n;:,s:" 
hav& -the fr·uit 1.nlt in fro·nt cif th& bu:i ldi1'1"Q'? Did 

Bi 11 : Nc•. !t wiiils more pe·rsr.:rf"1a 1 :i zed. You l-l.1'1c1w your r.::·ust omer .. s. 
Thesis;. yc1u dc1·n' t kf'1C•W a·f'1ymore. ! f' yea.~ QC' i ·r1 a 
~zr·oi::::e·r .. y s·t of"·e, yr.:A~ dr.:.-n' t kr1c1w yo).~r· i:::·heci-.~e·r·. You dcl'f'1' t kr11.:1iA' 

B'rui:::·e;; 'lc1u l->l"Or·ked fcrr /'l}:i11 "la11E?y Markei;. 
Nacd~et l r.n::·at ed •"1hE."t'i you <'9c,·rkecl t he·1'"e'? 

Bi 11: Ri 

B·r .. ).u.::·e :- Ptrtd }:hxri t y 
c1ver the·r· .. e where t 

ii:::· :is 
1atF.?r had 

"t'tC•'W. } 

.Bi 11 : Ne•. ! a 1 e·!; t E>"t" f·,..·om ·the ~-va·r1t 12d to 
see me <E1't'1d the- WAR l:J·r·cike o).~t at that time a·m:i ~..,hi le r h<:11::i a 
a1w:!i 1 di O"f'I~ ·t know what he W<Et'l'tt SC• r wr::·rrt dr.:A'V°f'I the·l'"·e a·r1d t 
said.- "\~ell~ WE< two c·hc1ic·es ·fc,r yciu. 't'c1).i can BJ.:' i·r1 the 
or· yc•tt ca·n go "i.-r1 the shi - Nari·r1sh:ip Y,;~rd." "'r:i·nc:i.1.ly he 
sai w& dofl' t wa·rit yc1u i·r1 the ~.,.;e i·11<0!"rrt )''Ou i1'1 the 
ish i " 1 was a mac·hi ·rd. si.:, t had;' :s 

Bruc-E.<~ So yc•>xr· ·r1E<~-tt 

WE''/"•5' ir1 the sh:irn;:;;..-rn 

Bill: that's ri 

:Bi 11., 
sh i p ~as bu i l i; • 

- - this w,'=ls i~orlt:l War ! I~ 
at Mar:b·1sh:i p? 

.Bi .11 l" 1 yuess ! was the first o·rre cm the base to 
th i r1k. I ' 1r1 ·r1c1t sure, bei::-atlse ·r1c1bc•dy kt1e-w what wa's 

ri 

hi 1 
'f't'Q O"f1, 



Br}_u::·e;:- l.Vent to wc1rk fr·cm1 Mill Valley tr.:• Mari·r1ship iY1 
Sau:sal :ito t.,-.a:ir1. Wr::;.11 t afte·r· the WAR was cn;e·r· tha·r1 i.vhat 
did yc1u do fc1r a 3r.:.1b'i i trair1s were disc·c1·rrti·r1).Hs·d be .. fc,.t"l? the 
W<E!'r· started. He wotdd have coumrnt!S'o on the Sus.> 

Bill~ 

.Br·t~i:::·e: T'ITE"f"1 yoti started yc•trr C.t'Wf'1 store wh:ii:::·h was i::·;;i1 led ••• whc;:t 
was thE< ·r1ame? 

Bil.1: 

Br~.~i:::-et Old M:i 11 1'>1afr-ket yes. What was i·t like 
it 1 irlitially, whe·r1 yr.n~ first 

.Bi 11: WE-11, :it was mctr"e perscma1 i :::::E<d a·r1d e t:·al led >-~P a·m::I 
sa:i "i-9be·r1 my husb<:l"r1d i:::·omes i·r1 to·r1:i , -give him bread, 
mi 1 k" ••• or what eve·r it was and they t:·ked :i. t ).lp ;:;end :~ t was 

Bruce: and t it. I wa·rrt ·t{:• uu:rtke ·th.:r~·t c1ean·". As 
I tn•1de·rst a;n•1d :it, the wives wou 1 d somE>t i mes ca 11 the st oY·E< i ·n the• 
1m::.tr··rfi·rrg_s a·r1d say, ' husba·r1d wi 11 be comi-r1g i·r1 tr.:s·ri:i. whe·r1 he 
r::·cmtes hc11r1e from work ai"1d please this for· him sci thad; he 
ca·n brir1g this fc11:id hcmie', ;;;n•1d cd:"te·r1t imes the <S< who did ·this 

BiD.: 

.B·r"ut·e: 
that a 

Bi 11 ;:-

Bi 11 ;:-

the is ·i; hat c·c•'t""1'·ect 1 

Gc1od. 
"MOM t;.. 

Tha·r1ks. That' s VP-"t"·y :i -rt'i;. erest i 'f'l'Q. Did ·t c·a 11 
PDP" St. cire-? That ~ s i'Vhat some p&c•p le cio i ·r1 SaY1 

r::·al l a smal .l stc.rr·e a •••• 

B·t'"Ut·e::- Prrtd how did Mi·rma, yr.nrr" late wife ~.vith se?ver1 i:::-hil 
fi·nd time tr.:.• help rtn'1 the stc•·1•·<?7 

Bi 11 : Shi!? ·r·!E'a 11 y di d·n' t he1 p :i ·r1 the st ore• bec·<..~use she hz..:id 
ar·trrr·i·t:is a·m::i cci>.tld·r,vt harr1dle the i::·ash register. She d;i.i::h·1'·i; help 
ve·r"y mm::::h, she had work sd; home with ·the t:·hildrs,.n. 

Br).a:·e::- Did she eve·r" mal-1.e sa·r1i::h.v:ic·hes for ·the Old Mill School 
ki who wcitlld sometimes s;,;cr1tiwiches? 

Bi 11: 

.Br» .. n:·Eo: yc1u made the s;;;mdw:ii:::·hes. Ow l-C 
1 i ve whe·r1 yen~ hat:i the- st orlS' down here? 

Bill: 



B·r·.,.lce: ! see, with the wh1.:1le fami 1y. 
the- Litt le Pa·rish fo·t .. ·the 

Bi11;; 

Bi 11 :-

.Brut:·e;; What was the• l'i:ii;or·e 1.:ns•fcrre? yc.1u mc,ved i·r1? 
.s1"r1c>t her k i ·rid of a st cire, yo}.l t c• 1 d me • 

.Bi 11;; W!E?l 1, I underst aa•1d, iiii 1 cmg t :i me ago~ i ·t :was ·!; c.1 be a 
1 e i::::·am& civsrr· here c.t"r1 i41ee1-i.e·r1ds c.J"r 

hll:Yr·e ;:;md ! !:JtHE>s:s the .J u:s·t baked 
somethi·r1Q like that. I'm ·ricd; s.,xt .. e. Jt~:st fo·r· .. 

Bill;; 

t:/1'1 vai::·at i t.::1'f'1 ;;end 
r.:..-r1 ¥ifee/.l:G"t"1ds or 
·!;he e :who r:::amE< 

ba 

Bi 11: .! r:fr.,·n' 7~ knoi<'!. N·r .. s. - she Q<:icve me that 
i·nfc1rmatic.rn. She lived i1'1 Sscn Fl"«a·l"1t:·:isc·c1 i.'i1"r1d hc:d::l a summer· hc.ime 
CNE<r rH:?"f'·& a·r1d WhS!Yt the S<art hit, he·t.. house burned or broke 
dowr1 or some?t h :i rrg a.rr1d t movl!?d over.. he·r·e a·r1d st 

.Bi .11;; 

Br~-~i:::·&;; 

·the st ctre'f 

Bi 11 ~ 
that • 

I weiuld :say abc•trt 10 or 15 year·s; 
I~ u1 ·nc>t quite s)_ire eJ<act 1 y. 

.Br·ui:::·e;; Arid I t~·r1dl'E:"r·st ;;.:rid that yc•u c 1 c•sed the st ore somet i me :i 1"1 

thE< s:i :itt i!E's. Do yc·~-l r&me:mb&r approx im.;.:;rtE<ly what year you st:,_,,-,,.,=.r1 
the 'f:l~"·(n::·ery si.:ore'f 

Bi 11 :.-

Bi 11 :.- Yes. 



Bi 11 ~ We-11 ~ it' :s Just 1 :i ke hi ·rrg e1 !::'•5'' sma11 small 
sd; ci·r·es, t beat ciut t hP- big es .zcr1d the 

wan"t!.: the sma 11 wholesal&·r .. s wr.:1rk ·!.:he sams way. d:i.t:h"1'·!; 
busi ·r1s-sses :an•1ymcfr·e,.. r t::·ould or·de<r 
it , they i::·ome w-i th 5€1 case:s at 0·1'1& 

a·r1d I c·ou 1 ch•1' t affc,·rd :it :acl"1ymc1·r·&. 

t e"t"1 cases fi ·r .. st -·-·wtH?'l"1 I 
crac·k ~ .t 00 cases - 300 
It was t r.:10 tm.u::h. 

Brui:::·e;; So~ you dec:·ided ·to clc•se it. Bef.i:rre- we leave the store, 
do I ).t·r1d&·rst;;;cnd that ·the chi ldreY1 f·t .. om Old Mi 11 Si::hocd. c<:aoe:• i·r1 ·tc1 

Bi 11;; 

B·t .. ).~i:::·e:: Cam yc1u "l' .. emember, Bi 11, ·the "1'1ames of the ca·r1dies, 1 i ke 
toot s:i.e ·rol 1 or somethi ·rtg 1 i ke that that thS?y usS?d tc1 have thait 
·the kit:hs us<=d ·l;o buy c.rr· tha·!; t ally liked. C<:rr1 you 
·1•·emember hi Ytg 1 i ke that ? 

Bill: Milky Way, M&M's, 

Brtir.::·e~ Vs-s, I guess a lctt of the ·rEamE"S arS< ·!:;he same c•r similar. 
What abot~t the drinks - clid t buy Cokes i·r1 bottles cir r.:·a·r1s? 

Bi 11 li T think it was a nickel. 

Br>.u:::·e:- ca·ri yc1>.l ·r"emE'lnbe·r· some c.1f th& ·r1ames c•f th& dri·r1l-1.s 
·that the kids likecb Fc1r IEi':>tample, wsis it Coke or :i, or it 
might h,;;rve beeY1 a di ffere·Nt "1'1ame? 

Bi 11 ::-

l'3rut:·ll?:: Sr.:1 t he·n, :is it z::-c,·r·rei::·t that a·ft E<r yen~ c· 1 osed t hi::;. groc·ery 
st.r..:.·r·e, you t.heY1 ope·r1<S<d ).~p a f:bd t 

Bill:: Thait's ri 

Bill's Fixit 

Brtu::·e: Do yot~r chi 1 
bc1ys c-a1d c1Y1e clm).~ghter? 

Bi 11;; 



Bi 11-:; We11'> ~~he"t1 yc1u ol you have ·tc1 mr.:.,re o·r1 
else. I do·r1' t d·r·i ve the- i:·a·r· :acr1yrr1ore. .1. dcm' t feel 

·tr.:1 drive. I have tc, dl!?pe-r1d c..-r1 else to 
material r.:.1·r-· sc1ms-thi·ug like that or tc1 h&lp 

B:i 11-:; 

Br"-it:·e-:; Te11 me a i:·o}.lp1e r.:.d:- r.:.>'the·r· i.;h:i·r1gs ·thc:·ct y1.:'.lu do be•sides. :r 
kl"1c1w you repair· lamps. Do y1.n~ ·repo:dr· a·l"1ythi·l"1g elec·t·rr.:.1ri:ic· r.:."r •••• 

B:i 11 a El ei:::·tr:ical thi ·rigs - 1 <iifw·r1 mc•wer·s, oh---al 1 d:i ffe·t'·e·rrt thir1gs. 
I ·r·eme-mberr c1·r1e t i me a !:P-~Y me i ·r1 a·r1 o 1 rl s 1 ot mac:h i i'1e ti.:;, be 
fi :x&d. I ·ne-vriitr· knof.Y wh;;;d; l' 11 

Bi 11 ::- Oh yes. 

Bi 11: It a 11 e r::.:c1mr£t i '!'"1 .scr1d t bri ·rig a 1 awr1 
mciwer· that dc1esr1' t ·r·u·r1. bri ·r1B :i ·r1 a vai::·uum c 1 esrr1er that 
dc1&s>r1't r~n·1, .Sl'r1d y.cni c:.sn·1't tE?ll e how un.tc-h be-ca):1se if the 
rm::ti; r.:..-r· :is bur·nt 1.nd.; it i:.·~:n;;,i; s t e a b:i t mor& ·t ha·r1 :i 1.,. it ' s ·the 
switch or a w:i re, si.:;, yc1u have t c1 take it <raa::i ses• where-
·the trouble is; sc,, I tak!S' it a·m.:f :if' :it costs too mi;.u:·h 
mo't'1ey to fi;'{ it, I cal 1 the pec1ple f'i·r·:st. 

Brui::·e: ·Are a'l'1}' c1f yoi;.~r i:::·hi ldre'l"1 -J.-n the grcn::·e·r·y b~.~si·nes:s ci·r· i·r1 
the fi;>{it shop b~tsi·r1ess for themselves, today? 

.Bill: We11, my oue bc1y :is ;;;a'r automc•bile mech.E<·riic. 
Hc1bert. 

Bill: 

I kr1ow him. 

Bi 11 ::- a·r1d Bi 11, Jr. 

.Bi 11? 

Bill: 



B·rtlr.:·e: Wha·t was Mill Valley lii-t.S< whe·!'1 yot1 fi'l""s·t came he·re frc.11r1 

r;.;~::.·r··1n.;:;,·1•,·v'? C;;;cr1 yr.n.l retriember'? Wer·e ther·e scrty d:i. r"t roads or· 
hi'l"1g that ye,).~ '1'"&UH;:omi:n;•r· th,'ift has ·r1c.M ? Whad; w.'ii!s it 

1 i ke -whe-f'1 you f' i r·st her·e'? 

Bi 11: Wel 1, it was muc:h sma 11 er· .;:a11:i it was mcist 1 y a 11 old 
bu i 1 t:h 'l"l!:IS a·f'1d 't'1cd; sci m;;,:rry e. 'loti knlE'w yr.nlr 'f'1E•i Yc•u 
knew mor·e p&ciple. Now ycnl dcn•1' t krtr.:.M yo"t.W" ·r1ei If 
·the·l"·e was scmiethi·f'1B wro·n?:l, yc1u i::·ou1d ca11 your r1ei 
wc1tl l d come ef'f'1d he1 p yc1u c.s·r· i:::·a 11 ~h.d; these you 
1::k1·r1 ~ t k't'1ow whcml t c• i:::·a 11 , t c1 i=-a 11 the Pei 1 ice. 

B·t·->.u:::·e: Do y1.n~ have <i:!'f'ty old pictures c1f Mi 11 Valley r.::i'f'' a·r1y olrl 
th i ·r1QS f·rc•m Mi 11 Va 11 E<y '? 

Bill~ Oh yes. 

Br·ui:::·e: if you do we· i:::·oul 
c·t u·r·es aftll?r we fi ·ni sh this. 

Bi 11: I 
c·c1).~ 1 d·n' t 

scmie pic:·tures, yes$ but 1 have ·tc• look for them. 
them Y1crw. 

Bru1:::·e1 ! WC.>'r1'·t bc,·th!E?'r yt:ttl 1.>V:i·l;;h thad;. Do you have hi·l"lg - au;-' 
s that are f·t"c•m Old Mill Valley, ;;rr1 c•ld street sig·r1 r..1·1·· 

stnnet h :i rig 1 :i k.e that'? 

wall 
days, 
it. 

l dcm' t have :it b)..rt there's a Trai 1 
bt~t it's i:::·ove"r·ed with shi)•1gles. 

-wh&'t'1 this bu:ild:inB s tcrr"r1 dc4•rr1, 

Br).lt:·e: How very :i·rtto;:.rest:i·n-g~ D·r1 ·the ciuts:ide wall? A Trail 
o·r1 the r.:.1l.lts:ide wall c1f this b).l:ildi·r1g cm Old Mill St·r-·eet wh:ic·h 
scmieday c-c1>.l1d be t~p a·r1d used as a re.l ii::· r.:.1·r· ;:-:r1 c1ld meme·rttc• 
C/'1'" ~.;.hat l'i?VE"I"' ~ ~ ~ 

Billi Ya&, that's riQht. 

Bi 11: 

Bruc·e1 Pmd c·o>.lld yc•u ts-11 me - J r::.:<El'f't guess - b)..~t yc1u te•l l m12 

wh.ad; did they us& :it fc1r'? 

'For· the hii·d.·rrg ·t·ra:ils. e came >~p here or1 the trai·r1 
a·r1d stop her?:? - I dc.rr1' t kf'1r.:.1w ·fr.:n'" the c.1·1'" scimethi '1"11:! 

a1'1d d:id·l"1' t know whers- the t·t"ai 1 was iiil'r1d they lco.:•:ked at the 
map a·r1d ther1 they tcio:k r.:.1ff. 

Bruc·e: That' s very :i ·rrt erest :i ·rl'g. I'm B 1 ad yc1u 1m::·r1t. :i o·r1ed t ha·t. 
Wo>~lcl yo)~ .;;:.,lsr.:1 -tell me app-t"Ct'lt:imately the si:;::e - how mc:!'ny f.e-et t:1y 
how ma'l"1)' fel!?t the tr·a:i 1 map is - 'C'iS<1'1 yi.:n~ app·rox :i matE>l y? 
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