
Iowa History Tagging Framework 

Note: Do not read horizontally.   
 

Chronological Iowa History Eras Thematic Geographic Iowa Social Studies Standards- Iowa History 

Three Worlds Meet  
(Beginning to 1620) 

First Iowans (10,000    
BCE-1673) 

Agriculture 
-Science & 

Technology of Ag 

-Farmers/Farm Life 

-Ag Economics 

-Agricultural 

Products/Types 

-Early Agriculture 

Counties Kindergarten  

● SS.K.14. Compare and contrast local environmental 

characteristics to that of other parts of the state of 

Iowa.  

1st Grade  

● SS.1.23. Describe the diverse cultural makeup of 

Iowa’s past and present in the local community, 

including indigenous and agricultural communities.  

2nd Grade  

● SS.2.24. Describe the intended and unintended 

consequences of using Iowa’s natural resources.  

3rd Grade 

● SS.3.27. Analyze the movement of different groups in 

and out of Iowa, including the removal and return of 

indigenous people.  

● SS.3.28. Explain the cultural contributions that 

different groups have made on Iowa. 

4th Grade 

● SS.4.25. Analyze the impact of technological changes 

in Iowa, across time and place.    

● SS.4.26. Explain how Iowa’s agriculture has changed 

over time.  

5th Grade 

● SS.5.26. Analyze Iowa’s role in civil rights history.  

6th Grade 

● SS.6.23. Compare Iowa’s geography, natural 

resources and climate to other regions of the world. 

7th Grade 

● SS.7.27. Analyze the role that Iowa plays in 

contemporary global issues.  

8th Grade 

Colonization and 
Settlement 
(1585-1763) 

Native Americans & 
Europeans (1674-1802) 

Arts & Culture 
-Civil Rights 

-Health & Wellness 

-Sports & 

Recreation 

-Religion 

-Visual Arts 

-Performing Arts 

-Literature 

-Destinations / 

Attractions 

-Cultural Events 

-Media / 

Communication 

Revolution and the 
New Nation  
(1754-1820s) 

Territorial Iowa (1803-
1846) 

Business & 
Industry 
-Early Business 

and Industry 

-Types of Business 

and Industries 

-Workers 

Expansion and 
Reform 
(1801-1861) 

Communities 
-Towns 

-Cities 

-Rural Life 

-Suburbs 



Civil War and 
Reconstruction 
(1850-1877) 

Statehood and the 
Civil War Era (1847-
1868) 

Education 
-Before Formal 

Education System 

-One-room Schools 

-K-12 Education 

(Development of 

High Schools) 

-Higher Education 

● SS.8.25. Examine the evolution of the function and 

structure of government in Iowa.   

9-12 Civics and Government 

● SS-Gov.9-12.27. Compare and contrast the 

institutions and systems of Iowa government and 

politics that are unique to the state including but not 

limited to Iowa’s unique role in presidential selection 

and in the special status of Meskwaki lands as non-

reservation lands.  

● SS-Gov.9-12.28. Identify local and state issues in 

Iowa and evaluate formal or informal courses of 

action used to affect policy. 

9-12 United States History 

● SS-US.9-12.23. Evaluate Iowans or groups of Iowans 

who have influenced U.S. history.   

9-12 World History 

● SS-WH.9-12.26. Assess Iowans or groups of Iowans 

who have influenced world history.  

9-12 Geography 

● SS-Geo.9-12.24. Identify and evaluate Iowans or 

groups of Iowans who have influenced Iowa’s 

environmental or cultural geography.  

9-12 Economics 

● SS-Econ.9-12.24. Analyze how national and global 

economic issues and systems impact Iowa’s 

economy. 

The Development of 
the Industrial United 
States 
(1870-1900) 

Statewide Settlement 
(1869-1896) 

War & Conflict 
-Early Wars, 1763-

1848 

-Civil War 

-Spanish-American 

War 

-WW1 

-WW2 

-Korea 

-Vietnam 

-Gulf War 

-Gulf War II / War 

on Terror 

-The Military in 

Iowa 

The Emergence of 
Modern America 
(1890-1930) 

Prosperity to the 
Depression (1897-1939) 

Environment 
-Geology 

-Plants & Animals 

-Weather 

-Environments 

-Natural Disasters 

The Great 
Depression and 
World War II 
(1929-1945) 

World War II to an 
Urban State (1940-
1963) 

Government 
-Path to Statehood 

-Judicial System 

-Forms of 

Government 

-Lawmaking 

-Political System 

-Services 

Postwar United 
States 

Expansion, 
Confrontation & the 

People 
-Ancient Iowans 



(1945-1970s) Farm Crisis (1964-
1990) 

-Native Americans 

-Immigrants 

-Settlers / Pioneers 

-Early Explorers 

-Disaster and 

Crisis 

-African American 

Experience 

-Women's 

Experience 

-Aging Population 

-Communal 

Groups 

-Innovators 

Contemporary United 
States 
(1968 to present) 

Iowa in a Global World 
(1991 - present) 

Transportation 
-Early 

Transportation 

-Rail 

-Automobiles and 

Trucking 

-River 

-Air  

-Road Systems 

 

 


