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.Dean Mr. Hammonds , '

Thank you for your letter and for the opportunity to help clarify
the questions raised in articles recently published regarding
access to public lands in the Trsbuco District of the Cleveland
Fational Forest.
The first 'i.'atershed~net timbered areas to be put under pubLi.c
!::1Cln2E3fJent".:ereC2.11ed forest reserves. These later became our
national fm·csts. "Tien the."Tra ouco Canyon Forest Reservell wa s
cr-eat.e d in 1893 t.hrough an .t':ctof Congr ess (incidently it vras the
first, and now the oldest national forest in the United States),
less than one-half of the land area in the northern part of the
Santa. Ana Mountains was in public ownership. Thro~ an earlier
Act, to encourage development of the new western territories,
railroads were granted patents to every other section of unappropriated
lands within thirty miles of their right-of-way. Other sections of
land had been settled under the Homestead Act and patents had either
been issued or were pending at that time. Still other parcels had
been patented under the 1lining Laws. All of the railroad properties
have been sold and are now in private ownership.
Because of this checkerboard land ~ttern inside the national forest
and the solid blocks of patented agricultural lands at the base of
the mountain, it '\'IclS not possible to locate good usable, low cost '
forest protection roads, or truck trails, on routes entirely on
public ]~nds. After surveys, and prior to construction, attempts to
acquire deeded rights-of-way were unsuccessful. Owners of patented
lands would not sell or grant a right-of-way to the government.
However, because the roadway ,vas needed far forest and watershed
protection and administration, owner-s did permit t.heeovernroont to
construct and maintain truck trails across their lands for that
purpose only, and stipulated in the written permits that that portion
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, ,~"):o:f' the; :truck trail crossing their re spectd.ve-proper'td.eawoul,
";never 'bec~.opened to public use or travel.· .,'-):,,,.' .

:.i~;~.:·~~·:;;;~~·i::.~~t;?~)~1;'~;~~~~.r-. ,:- .~. ,..".,", . .'"... . ..~'~~~~/!:.~:~~~.I(}~:5:;'~.'~:L
:,"These;'are;not deeded rights-of:"way and' the Land,occup:ledJ:,ytt ..
i\;.truc~;:.trail on"these patented- Landa-La private' property ancfsubjec _';,
:(to'c all:·:,.the,:rights.:of"private ownership. The forest is closed; tOth'-':~f~{¥ .

". . .,0... . . . ,.) .• ', .. ".... -r ., .
.!·all"public.-use during' the' dry summa);"'season,. but .during' thewinter.:anct:~.·spr .
"'moriths\when fire c'Losure.restrictions; are nob in force the gates: st:iJ..liJ?'~:·?
,;·,~ve:,to- be kept~closed, and. locked to prevent public travel oveDi(yl'./' -'.

_.,/~,thoserportions of the truck trails crossing ps.tented Lands; Most~:p'>'" ,- 'r!~

c,:.-,.< ...,,-'.: ... ".:, these gates are governrrent property, necessary because of the:' ..::.r.,:,,:·:!~r.;;~":::rf;'i-i
agreement. for use of private property. The.-signs up on the crest,:.' .. ·~i;-:0.';!"
:or Main Divide, are government signs. These signs, placed at the head·',·'
of truck trails leading downthe mountain, advise that there is a

.., locked gate at the lower end of the trail. They were placed there
for tbe convenience of the public, and to prevent the obvious
inconvenience of traveling to the bottom of the mountain and back up
again because of the barrier at or near the base of the mountain.
Public aeeess to this section of the Main Divide was made possible
by the construction of the Silverado-Maple Springs road by Orange
County, entirely on public lands. This road is ma.intained by Orange
County and closed to public use during the fire season. The Corona-Black
Star road is the only other route to the Main Divide cleared by deeded
rights-of-way. However, even here access to the Main Divide south of
the junction is restricted by patented lands. Public access to the
Main Divide from the Ortega Highwayis restricted for the sane reason.

The highest value. of the Santa AnaMountains is as a primary watershed
and must be managedand protected as such. The forest service believes
that the national forests are for the use and enjoyment of the public
when it is possible to protect the primary values, and is most
interested in making these lands accessible. Because of appropriation
limitations the forest service has not been able to furnish complete
protection without assistance from local governments. Communities and
ranchers dependent upon an adequate water supply have been generously
co-operative. Riverside and Orange Counties and the Temescal ',Vater
Companyhave supplemented federal appropriations for manyyears.
Since its organization the TerreseaI, Water Companyalone has made
direct contributions of around $25,000.00 for watershed protection
in this area. This companyand ranchers of the Temescal Valley
have furnished men and equiprrent without charge for protection of
the national forest in th::li$vicinity.

'he
Fire risks have increased and water reserves decreased with the
tremendous growth in population and developments, and the need
for recreatioml outlets is rapidly becoming a problem that must
be met. At the present tirre the forest service does not have the Weans
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~f1i2':\•..••nece~::~t'o!~~~!i,~~i~~j~~::?~s,:~~i~t~t;[~~;:~i:;t,~)~.~~
;,>"$:!~;tU:;", protection force", or forthe.preperation and mintenance::'o.£:,recreati~~~~~k-{Y":",,areas and campsites that would be'necessary; if this~'tinderb~:'wer.Ef,'f;t

opened to year-round public use , For this, reason, tha inajon,watershe'
",~ areas in Southern, California are<closed, to all public' use.'duri~:t::,:tt:~dry. summermonth~c.'Only:,ar~s:. of r~la,tive~ lower:;firet ris~:,ci.n.d,i~~'

-i,,,:,>~ fireproofed publi~:' camps;are;' open' to' us~::,during,thifJi, <angent erio
, ,'!' ~:;}i;',';};~::'," ",'i;'>f<" t,:;.,,'1.;, ; C', ,',j{:"P,t;;/'7,i;:i(i i::1'~,)~~i:~:;:'f;,~::(':n~i;:~;"'::'~);~;;:'\S:,:~f;:';~)i~~~~b~'-;"
~';'~:>1/;,:'>"'::In,the Santa'Ana Mountains>there':are~ some·ve!'i:a:ttractive,'an "'sce
'. -'" areas that will someday,be 'developed' for campingand'recreationalr'.);';~~:",.,!,; ,•.,~,

enjoyment. Old trails should be opened'up and trail camps'provided,~·;:;,~~,,::,:~;~:::'\\;;:,(":=~!:,6
fClI'hiker's and horseback riders. Cur,prsent road q: truck trail "', >':,0",' ','
system, largely narrow one-way routes with few turn-outs, built lfOley'
far fire protection purposes, is not safe for use by a general public
unaccustomed to travel over this type of roadway in r-oughmountainous
country. These truck trails are especially dangerous whenwet, cut
by washing and further narrowed or blocked in places by slides.
Weare not able to rmintain them during the winter. The forest service
is not authorized to construct new roads except for access to
isolated tL~ber stands and for the harvesting or development of
resources needed for the national welfare. Neither are we permitted
to spend public monies for the betterment or n:a.intenance of roads
or truck trails not on the approved transportation plan, or to do
maintenance work beyond the requirements f'or fire protection purposes.
l~aintenance funds are sufficient for one-third of our present
requirements, and even though a road is entirely on public lands
and open for· public use during "linter and spring seasons, it is
sometdrre s necessary to close it temporarily until the damagecan be
repaired, or to prevent damageduring a particularily wet' season.

The problem of access to public lands is one that needs to be w~rked
out. The solution to the problem need not be controversial. it
seems that a route f'or access might be selected and obtained through
private property that would not invade the privacy of landowners,
and that could connect to an improved truck trail in the national .
forest. If such a route is in the public interest it would be wor-th
careful study by civic or-garri.zations. The forest service would be glad
to co-operate to the extent of o:',U'limitations with the County 'If
~.iver si.de and rche citizens 0;' Corona toward the planning and
construction of such a beneficial project.

Very truly yours,

~~::Cu~(J g~::~ct Ranger. ,


