
E a r l y F o r e s t S e r v i c e Rangers and Ot h e r P e r s o n n e l 

The f o l l o w i n g quote c o n c e r n i n g p e r s o n n e l r e q u i r e m e n t s 

d e s c r i b e d i n t h e Use Book, t h e f i r s t manual t h a t guided t h e 

p e o p l e who r a n t h e F o r e s t R e s e r v e s o r t h e N a t i o n a l F o r e s t s , 
i • 

i s f rom B r e a k i n g Nev/ Ground by P i n c h o t . • j 
"Next t o t h e S u p e r v i s o r i n i m p o r t a n c e , and 

o f t e n on t h e same l e v e l w i t h him, came t h e Ranger. 
L i k e t h e S u p e r v i s o r s , under t h e lav7 t h e Rangers vrere 

' ^ t o be s e l e c t e d 'when p r a c t i c a b l e , from t h e s t a t e s 
i n w h i c h t h e y a r e t o be employed.' .And t h a t was 
u s u a l l y , b u t not a l w a y s , t h e w i s e t h i n g . The Ranger 
was t h e man who must knov/, b e t t e r t h a n any one e l s e , 
. t h e - d e t a i l s o f f o r e s t and r a n g e , of t r e s p a s s and 
u s e . .He was t h e o f f i c e r w i t h v/hom t h e s m a l l men d i d 
most o f t h e i r F o r e s t R e s e r v e b u s i n e s s . On how he 
h a n d l e d h i m s e l f and them depended m a i n l y t h e i r 
a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e R e s e r v e s and t h e S e r v i c e . 

" R a n g e r s , l i k e S u p e r v i s o r s and F o r e s t A s s i s t a n t s / 
were r e q u i r e d t o p r o v i d e and keep t h e i r ô ŝ n s a d d l e and 
pack h o r s e s w h e r e v e r t h e y were n e c e s s a r y . 

" E v e r y a p p l i c a n t f o r a Ranger job 'must be, 
f i r s t o f a l l , t h o r o u g h l y sound and a b l e b o d i e d , c a p a b l e 
o f e n d u r i n g h a r d s h i p s and o f p e r f o r m i n g s e v e r e l a b o r 
under t r y i n g c o n d i t i o n s . I n v a l i d s s e e k i n g l i g h t 
o u t - o f - d o o r employment need n o t a p p l y . ' " Cthat was 
a s l a p a t t h e Land o f f i c e , i f you l i k e , and c e r t a i n l y 
i t was w e l l d e s e r v e d . ) 

The Use Book went on: "No one may e x p e c t t o p a s s 
t h e e x a m i n a t i o n v/ho i s n o t a l r e a d y able t o t a k e c a r e 
o f h i m s e l f and h i s h o r s e s i n - r e g i o n s remote from 

. . s e t t l e m e n t and s u p p l i e s . He must be a b l e t o b u i l d 
t r a i l s and c a b i n s and t o pack i n p r o v i s i o n s w i t h o u t 
a s s i s t a n c e . He must know something o f s u r v e y i n g , 
e s t i m a t i n g , and s c a l i n g t i m b e r l u m b e r i n g and t h e 
l i v e s t o c k b u s i n e s s . " 

T h a t v;as no i d l e t a l k . "The e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
a p p l i c a n t s i s a l o n g t h e p r a c t i c a l l i n e s i n d i c a t e d above, 
and a c t u a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n , by p e r f o r m a n c e , i s r e q u i r e d . 
E x p e r i e n c e , n o t book e d u c a t i o n , i s sought, a l t h o u g h 
a b i l i t y t o make s i m p l e maps and v / r i t e i n t e l l i g e n t r e p o r t s 
upon o r d i n a r y r e s e r v e b u s i n e s s i s e s s e n t i a l . " 
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" • W e l l , I remember a Ranger e x a m i n a t i o n conducted by 
F r i t z Olmsted i n t h e B i t t e r r o o t V a l l e y o f Montana. 
I t . r e q u i r e d t h e c a n d i d a t e t o p r o v e by d o i n g t h a t he 
c o u l d r u n compass l i n e s , chop, pack, a h o r s e , and 
. f i n d h i s way by day and n i g h t . I t a l s o i n c l u d e d two 
o t h e r h i g h l y p r a c t i c a l t e s t s . The f i r s t was: "Cook 
a meal." The s e c o n d : " E a t i t . " 

• T h a t was what P i n c h o t and t h e Use Book had t o s a y 

about t h e e a r l y r a n g e r s ' q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . A l t h o u g h t h e s e 

s t a n d a r d s were w r i t t e n w i t h t h e w e s t e r n a r e a s i n mand, i t was 

o n l y a few y e a r s after^-zards t h a t r a n g e r s v/ere b e i n g p i c k e d 

f o r t h e e a s t e r n f o r e s t s on t h e same b a s i s . . . . 

The e a r l y p e r s o n n e l (some o f whom w i l l be c o v e r e d 

i n d i v i d u a l l y l a t e r ) f i l l e d t h e s e requirem.ents a d m i r a b l y . 

A l t h o u g h P i n c h o t was f i r e d by P r e s i d e n t T a f t i n 1910 f o r 

p o l i t i c a l " r e a s o n s b e f o r e t h e tim.e t h e e a s t e r n f o r e s t s were 

p u t i n t o o p e r a t i o n , t h e warm p r a i s e P i n c h o t had f o r t h e 

S e r v i c e p e r s o n n e l i n h i s book B r e a k i n g Mevr Ground c o u l d v / e l l 

be s a i d o f a l m o s t a l l t h e m̂ en who have s e r v e d i n t h e F o r e s t 

S e r v i c e i n Georgia.: . . 

Here i s a good p l a c e t o pay homage t o t h e v/ives o f 

t h e men i n t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e and e s p e c i a l l y t h e Rangers'' 

w i v e s . I n t h e days when h e l p was v e r y l i m i t e d , t h e s e vromen 

o f t e n s e r v e d as p a r t - t i m e t e l e p h o n e o p e r a t o r s o r m.essengers. 

Sometimes i t f e l l t o them t o g e t a f i r e crev; rounded up and 

on i t s v/ay o r t o send o u t r a t i o n s t o crev/s on t h e f i r e l i n e — 

a l l w i t h o u t pay u n t i l i n more r e c e n t y e a r s v/hen some were 

„put under c o n t r a c t t o p e r f o r m c e r t a i n s e r v i c e s s u c h as 

r e a d i n g w e a t h e r i n s t r u m e n t s . S i n c e t h e comings and goings 

o f the.men, e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e f i r e s e a son v/ere u n c e r t a i n , 
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j u s t t h e "not knowing", was sometimes d i f f i c u l t t o 

e n d u r e . 

• B e f o r e - t h e days o f improved roads and e a s y a c c e s s t o 

h o t e l s , t h e r a n g e r ' s w i f e o f t e n p r e p a r e d meals f o r i n s p e c t o r s 

and o t h e r v i s i t o r s ; some d i d a good j o b o f s e l l i n g t h e 

S e r v i c e and i t s work i n t h e community, t o o . A l l i n a l l t h e 

w i v e s have c o n t r i b u t e d q u i t e a l o t t o t h e s u c c e s s and w e l l 

b e i n g o f t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e i n G e o r g i a . - ' 



P e r s o n n e l 

As m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , i t seems d e s i r a b l e t o devote 

some s p a c e t o t h e e a r l y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p e r s o n n e l , t h e i r 

terms of s e r v i c e , and t h e i r v/ork. Of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 
i 

are t h e r a n g e r s and e a r l y s u p e r v i s o r s . '1 

S i n c e t h e f a c t s a r e a l i t t l e c l e a r e r f o r t h e p o r t i o n 

of t h e C h a t t a l i o o c h e e t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y t h e Savannah 

P u r c h a s e U n i t and l a t e r a p a r t o f t h e N a n t a h a l a , i t v / i l l be 

c o v e r e d f i r s t . 

The f i r s t r a n g e r on t h e Savannah a r e a and i n G e o r g i a 

was Roscoe C o n k l i n N i c h o l s o n , who was born i n Rabun County 

of p i o n e e r s t o c k on J a n u a r y 22, 1887, and d i e d October 22, 

1959. The o l d home p l a c e i s s t i l l i n t h e f a m i l y and i s 

l o c a t e d a few m i l e s south, o f P i n e Mountain, G e o r g i a . 

"Ranger N i c k , " as he was g e n e r a l l y known, V7ent t o grammar 

s c h o o l n e a r t h e home p l a c e and l a t e r a t t e n d e d N o r t h G e o r g i a 

C o l l e g e a t Dahlonega. 

"Ranger N i c k " worked b r i e f l y v / i t h t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e 

a c q u i s i t i o n c rews i n t h e a r e a and th e n was a p p o i n t e d as 

F o r e s t Ranger f o r t h e U. S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e i n 1912. H i s 

h e a d q u a r t e r s was i n C l a y t o n a l o n g v / i t h S u p e r v i s o r "'s 

H e a d q u a r t e r s u n t i l t h e l a t t e r was moved t o F r a n k l i n , 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a i n 1920. 

"Ranger N i c k " s a y s i n an a r t i c l e he w r o t e f o r 

S k e t c h e s o f Rabun County H i s t o r y t h a t t h e f i r s t p r e v e n t i o n 

work was s t a r t e d i n 1913. F i r s t t e l e p h o n e l i n e vras b u i l t 



from C l a y t o n to P i n e Mountain i n 1915. About t h e same 

t i m e , t h e f i r s t h o r s e b a c k t r a i l i n t h e a r e a was b u i l t 

from C l a y t o n t o Rabun B a l d p a r t i a l l y a l o n g t h e B l u e Ridge 

D i v i d e , and a t e l e p h o n e l i n e t o Rabun B a l d soon f o l l o w e d a l o n g 

w i t h o t h e r l i n e s t h a t g r a d u a l l y t i e d i n t h e e n t i r e Savannah 

P u r c h a s e U n i t a r e a w i t h t h e Ranger's O f f i c e i n C l a y t o n . 

I n 1926, "Ranger N i c k " and h i s p r i n c i p a l g u a r d , 

A l e x S i n g l e t o n , i n v e s t e d p e r s o n a l l y i n a bloodhound w h i c h 

had 2 pups. These dogs were used w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c c e s s 

i n t r a c k i n g dov/n people who s e t f i r e s i n t h e v/oods o r were 

c a r e l e s s w i t h f i r e . The p r e v e n t i o n f a c t o r a p p a r e n t l y was as 

much a s u c c e s s as t h e a c t u a l t r a c k i n g o p e r a t i o n s . The dogs 

were a l s o c a r r i e d t o o t h e r d i s t r i c t s . r . 

I n 1917, he r e p o r t s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f making s m a l l 

s a l e s t o l o c a l p e o p l e . The e n e r g y w i t h w h i c h "Ranger N i c k " 

u s e d t h i s means t o h e l p t h e p e o p l e i n t h e a r e a t h r o u g h s a l e s 

of hewn t i e s , p o l e s and t a n bark, i s one „nf I J i e . o u t s t a n d i n g 

f e a t u r e s o f h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h i s work p r o v i d e d many 

peo p l e w i t h t h e i r o n l y s o u r c e o f c a s h income and, e s p e c i a l l y 

d u r i n g t h e d e p r e s s i o n y e a r s , was a g r e a t boon t o t h e a r e a . 

H a r d l y enough can be s a i d h e r e o f t h e f i n e q u a l i t i e s 

of t h i s man. He was p a t i e n t above a l l e l s e , he t o o k t i m e 

•to a c q u a i n t h i s h e l p e r s w i t h , t h e work t o be done and a s k e d 

f o r t h e i r s u g g e s t i o n s about how t o g e t i t done. A l t h o u g h he 

d i d n ' t appear t o push and h u r r y too much, t h e end of t h e 

day u s u a l l y saw m e a s u r a b l e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . He v/as a model 
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c i t i z e n , a c t i v e i n community and c h u r c h a f f a i r s and h i g h l y 

r e s p e c t e d by a l l who knew him. He was Sunday S c h o o l 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t t h e C l a y t o n M e t h o d i s t Church f o r about 

40 y e a r s and s e r v e d t h e c h u r c h f a i t h f u l l y as l o n g as he 

l i v e d . He was a c h a r t e r member o f t h e C l a y t o n L i o n s 

C l t i b , and t h e c l u b honored him v / i t h a b r o n z e p l a q u e t h a t 

was imbedded i n a b o u l d e r a l o n g t h e t r a i l l e a d i n g i n t o t h e 

Coleman R i v e r S c e n i c a r e a when t h a t a r e a v/as d e d i c a t e d 

t o t h e memory o f Ranger N i c h o l s o n i n 1960. A v e r y n i c e ' 

ceremony v/as h e l d a t t h e t i m e v ; i t h t h e Rabun County High 

S c h o o l band t a k i n g p a r t . The o c c a s i o n was w e l l a t t e n d e d by 

p e o p l e from t h e etrea v/here he worked. 

Ranger N i c h o l s o n r e t i r e d i n 1952 a f t e r about 40 y e a r s 

s e r v i c e w i t h t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e and went to- t h e "Land o f No 

F i r e s " i n 1959. He was s u r v i v e d by h i s w i f e , Emma, and tvro 

c h i l d r e n , Roscoe and M a r g a r e t . M a r g a r e t m a r r i e d a l o c a l 

m e r c hant, C h a r l e s Marchman, and s o n , Roscoe, has a r e s p o n s i ­

b l e p o s i t i o n i n t h e A t l a s R o c k e t Program. 

The second Ranger on t h e T a l l u l a h was N. B, A l t e r , 

who s e r v e d from 1952 t o 1 9 6 1 ; and_the t h i r d was a former 

A s s i s t a n t Ranger w i t h N i c h o l s o n and A l t e r , E a r l A. P a r s o n s , 

who i s s t i l l on. t h e d i s t r i c t making t h i s d i s t r i c t unique i n 

t h a t i n about t h e 60 y e a r s s i n c e i t was e s t a b l i s h e d , i t has 

had o n l y t h r e e r a n g e r s . 

W i l l i a m A r t h u r Woody, who f o r some 27 y e a r s s e r v e d as 

D i s t r i c t Ranger on t h e B l u e Ridge D i s t r i c t , became a legend 



i n h i s own t i m e and was p r o b a b l y t h e most c o l o r f u l c h a r a c t e r 

t h e F o r e s t Ser\'-ice h a s known i n G e o r g i a . 
' •' "t' 

R a n g e r Woody was b o r n i n S u c h e s , G e o r g i a , A p r i l 1 , 

1885, and d i e d i n 19 45. He f i r s t worked on a c q u i s i t i o n s , d o i n g 

h i s f i r s t d a y ' s work on A p r i l 1 , 1914. He r e c e i v e d a 

Temporary A p p o i n t m e n t as F o r e s t Guard May 1 , 1915, and was 

a p p o i n t e d D i s t r i c t Ranger J u l y 1 , 1918. As o f August 1 , 

19 20, he'had s e r v e d 5 y e a r s , 5 months and 19 days v/hen t h e 

C i v i l S e r v i c e r e t i r e m e n t s y s t e m s a l a j r y d e d u c t i o n s were 

started„ 

I ̂  'Woody.was knov/n as " K i n g f i s h " o r " B u l l o f t h e Woods" 

t o h i s f r i e n d s . H i s 240 pounds a s t r i d e h i s b l a c k h o r s e 

"Queenie** and h i s sometimes c a r r y i n g a s i d e arm p r o b a b l y e a r n e d 

him t h e s e n i c k n a m e s . M i c h a e l Frome, i n h i s book VThose Woods 

These A r e , r e f e r s t o him as t h e " B a r e f o o t Ranger" b e c a u s e o f 

h i s d e s i r e t o d i s p e n s e w i t h h i s shoes whenever he c o u l d , 

r - . ^ ^ - - The many s t o r i e s t o l d about Ranger Woody a r e much too 

numerous t o be s e t down h e r e , and some w i l l p r o b a b l y n e v e r 

be r e c o r d e d . He was an o u t s p o k e n man who a d d r e s s e d even 

v i s i t i n g F o r e s t S e r v i c e p e r s o n n e l , somie o f whom o u t r a n k e d 

h i m , i n f a m i l i a r and sometimes u n f l a t t e r i n g t e r m s . He v/as 

f r a n k i n t e l l i n g h i s s u p e r v i s o r s what he would o r would n o t 

do, and w h e t h e r o r n o t he had t h e i r a p p r o v a l d i d not seem 

t o w o r r y h im v e r y much. F o r i n s t a n c e , i n t h e 1920's when 

t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e d e c i d e d t o c o l l e c t g r a z i n g f e e s f o r 

s t o c k u s i n g government l a n d . Ranger W^oody s a i d i t was i m p r a c t i c a 



s i n c e i t w o u l d c a u s e t o o many f i r e s ; and, t h e r e f o r e , he would 

n o t do a n y t h i n g t o carary o ut t h e c o l l e c t i o n s . D u r i n g t h e 

CCC d a y s , he had dams b u i l t f o r r e c r e a t i o n p u r p o s e s t h a t 

v/ere n e v e r ' e n g i n e e r e d o r g i v e n a p p r o v a l h i g h e r t h a n 

t h e r a n g e r l e v e l . B u t he knew p e o p l e ; and s i n c e f o r e s t r y 

i s a b o u t 50 p e r c e n t p e o p l e , h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f h i s 

a r e a of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was g e n e r a l l y good, a t l e a s t f o r 'the 

moment^ and much o f t h e t i m e had good l o n g - t e r m r e s u l t s . 

H i s g r e a t e s t c l a i m t o fame seems t o be t h r o u g h " h i s 

i n t e r e s t i n t h e game amd f i s h . Sometime j u s t a f t e r b e i n g 

made R a n g e r , he a c q u i r e d f i v e d e e r fawns - B i l l y , Nancy, 

K i m b l e , B e s s i e and Bunny G i r l , and r a i s e d them a t t h e 

r a n g e r s t a t i o n on h i s ov/n u n t i l t h e y were about tv/o y e a r s 

o l d . I n t h e mid 19 2 0 ' s , he became i n v o l v e d i n b r i n g i n g deer 

i n f r o m N o r t h C a r o l i n a { P i s g a h N a t i o n a l F o r e s t ) . The f i r s t 

v/ere k e p t i n a t w e n t y - a c r e e n c l o s u r e n e a r yie__2i2£J?ii3-Sitla__ 

United^^States^Gam.e R e f u g e ^ w h i c h ^ ^ s _ ^ ^ 

v/here t h e f i r s t W i l d e r n e s s hunt V7as h e l d October 2 - November 

29, 1940. The h u n t and Ranger Woody r e c e i v e d a g r e a t d e a l 

o f p u b l i c i t y t h r o u g h t h e s p o r t s w r i t e r s and t h e men who, 

t o o k p a r t i n t h e hunts.. A f t e r h i s d e a t h , t h e h u n t e r s 

h o n o r e d Woody by p u t t i n g a b r o n z e plaque on a b o u l d e r i n 

Woody's Gap. ( I t was l a t e r removed by v a n d a l s and a second 

p l a q u e h a s been i n s t a l l e d on t h e same b o u l d e r a f t e r i t 

was moved down i n t o t h e s e t t l e m e n t a t Suches and r e a d s : 

" P i o n e e r C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t . " ) 
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Woody was s u r v i v e d by h i s w i f e J u n e , two s o n s , W a l t e r 

and C l y n e , who worked f o r and have r e t i r e d from t h e 

F o r e s t S e r v i c e , and a d a u g h t e r , Mae, who i s m a r r i e d t o a 

r e t i r e d F o r e s t S e r v i c e e n g i n e e r R e z i n P idgeon. , 

"•' " There" w e r e o t h e r p i o n e e r s n o t so w e l l remembered as 

Woody and' whose s e r v i c e p e r i o d s a r e n o t a t t h i s t i m e c l e a r . 

A p p a r e n t l y , Max H c C u l l o u g h was t h e f i r s t man a s s i g n e d t o 

r a n g e r d u t i e s on t h e G e o r g i a P u r c h a s e U n i t . He s e r v e d 

b r i e f l y ' w i t h t h e a c q u i s i t i o n crew i n C l a y t o n , G e o r g i a , i n 

l§l2'and t l i e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e G e o r g i a U n i t b e i n g s t a t i o n e d 

afe~Thfee F o r k s oh Rock C r e e k sometimie d u r i n g 1913 and 

p e r h a p s 1914: L i t t l e ^ i s known o f Max McCullough, b u t he 

mil s t ' h a v e Had a" l o t o f problems and l e f t t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e . 

when'some•of 'the l o c a l p e o p l e b u r n e d h i s house down a f t e r 

t e l l i n g h i s w i f e she b e t t e r g e t o u t . He was found dead 

a l o n g a r a ' i l r o a d t r a c k i n T e n n e s s e e a few y e a r s l a t e r . 

• D a l l a s E. Edmondson was b o r n n e a r Coopers C r e e k on 

Oc t o b e r 1 5 , 1880, and d i e d t h e r e March 8, 1931. He a p p a r e n t l y 

f o l l o w e d M c Cullough as r a n g e r about 1914 and v/orked t h e r e u n t i l 

sometim.e i n t h e 1920's a c c o r d i n g t o t h e b e s t i n f o r m a t i o n 

p r e s e n t l y a t hand. The pe o p l e who remembered him say he was 

a t a l l , s p a r e man, q u i t e good l o o k i n g and " j u s t t h e t y p e one 

woul d p i c k f o r a f o r e s t r a n g e r . " He a p p a r e n t l y d i d h i s 

b e s t t o f o l l o w F o r e s t S e r v i c e r e g u l a t i o n s ; and when someone 

had a p e r m i t w h i c h r e q u i r e d t h e h o l d e r t o h e l p f i g h t f i r e s , 

he e x p e c t e d j u s t t h a t . When t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e d e c i d e d t o 



c o l l e c t g r a z i n g f e e s l i e s t a r t e d t o c o l l e c t them; 

h o w e v e r r he h a d ^ l o t s o f p r o b l e m s , e s p e c i a l l y f i r e s . Due 

t o s t r e s s and s t r a i n h i s h e a l t h f a i l e d , and he became too 

i l l t o work. P e o p l e i n t h e Cooper Creek a r e a s a y he 

l i v e d s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r he l e f t t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e b u t was 

n o t a b l e t o work a t a n y t h i n g e l s e . 

Wlien Edmondson l e f t t h e s e r v i c e , t h e tv7o r a n g e r 

d i s t r i c t s w e r e combined i n t o t h e B l u e Ridge D i s t r i c t w i t h 

Woody a s R a n g e r ; i t r e m a i n e d t h i s way u n t i l 19 36 when 

t J i e C h a t t a h o o c h e e v/as c r e a t e d , and t h e B l u e Ridge D i s t r i c t 

was a g a i n d i v i d e d . . 

F u r t h e r r e s e a r c h s h o u l d b r i n g t o l i g h t more s p e c i f i c 

d a t e s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e s e e a r l y employees and t h e t i m e s 

t h e y e x p e r i e n c e d . 

The e a r l i e s t S u p e r v i s o r s and t h e i r terms o f s e r v i c e 

a r e h a z y s i n c e i t i s u n c l e a r when t h e y v/ere p r i m a r i l y ' 

a c q u i s i t i o n p e o p l e and v/hen they.became g e n e r a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 

H a r o l d G. S p a h r , who was f i r s t a t C l a y t o n , p o s s i b l y i n 

1911, went t o B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a , v i a H i g h l a n d s , North 

C a r o l i n a i n 1914. He s e t up a S u p e r v i s o r ' s O f f i c e i n B l u e 

R i d g e and s t a y e d t h e r e u n t i l 1918 v/hen t h e S u p e r v i s o r ' s O f f i c e 

f o r G e o r g i a and T e n n e s s e e p o r t i o n s o f t h e Cherokee N a t i o n a l 

F o r e s t was s e t up i n A t h e n s , T e n n e s s e e . Spahr l e f t t h e 

F o r e s t S e r v i c e i n 19 21 t o become T r e a s u r e r o f t h e G e o r g i a 

Highv/ay Department. H i s i n t e r e s t c o n t i n u e d i n f o r e s t r y , 

t h o u g h , s i n c e he was one o f t h e f i r s t t h r e e men t o s e r v e 



on t h e G e o r g i a F o r e s t r y Commission. Mr. S i d n e y Thompson 

f o l l o w e d Spahr on t h e Cherokee and s e r v e d as S u p e r v i s o r i n 

19 21 and 192 2. C h a r l t o n p r o b a b l y f o l l o v / e d Thompson. Jimmy 

S h i e l d s f o l l o w e d Spahr on t h e Savannah D i s t r i c t . 

The f i r s t s u p e r v i s o r o f t h e C h a t t a h o o c h e e was P. F. W. 

( W a l l e y ) P r a t e r , 7/36 - 11/36 , f o l l o w e d by: t//" 

W i l l i a m H. ( B i l l ) F i s c h e r , 12/36 - 12/40 

W i l l i s C. ( B i l l ) B r a n c h , 2/41 - 7/41 

Hugh S. Redding, 8/41 - 9/43 

C l a r e n c e K. S p a u l d i n g , 12/43 - 8/52 

F r e d N. Mewnham, 8/5 2 - 3/5 7 

P a u l y. V i n c e n t , 3/57 - 12/65 

G i l b e r t H. S t r a d t , 2/66 - 6/67 

D a r o l d D. W e s t e r b e r g , 7/67 - 8/71 

Vaughn H. H o f e l d t , 8/71 - V/^Y 

t " 
5̂  

2. -^^ 

D i s t r i c t Rangers and t erms by D i s t r i c t s a s p r e s e n t l y 

composed: 

Armuchee Ranqer D i s t r i c t 

Horace 0. M i l l s 
O r r i e W. Hanson 
R o b e r t D. W i l l i a m s 
.Johnie E. D a v i s 
George W. B i s k e y 
W i l l i a m J . Chapparo 
J o h n R. A l l e n 
J o h n B. F o r t i n , J r . 
P a u l E. F u l l e r 
J a c k R. McCormiok 

8/16/38 - 11/30/42 
1942 - 1943 
1943 - 1952 
1952 - 1953 
1953 - 1957 
1957 - 1960 
1960 - 1963 
1963 - 1966 
1966 - 1971 
19 71 -

-70-



B r a s s t o v / n Ranger D i s t r i c t P e r i o d H e a d q u a r t e r s 

Max McCullough 
D a l l a s E. Edmondson 
K, A. Woody 

C a l l o f B l u e Ridge 
W., A. Woody 
T. S. S e e l y 
H a r r y R. W r i g h t 
S. F . P o s t l e t h v / a i t 
R u s s e l l F. G r i f f i t h 
•Lee E. Poague 
J o h n B. F o r t i n , J r . 

C h a t t o o g a Ranger D i s t r i c t 

Roscoe C. N i c h o l s o n 
W. 0. S t e w a r t 
George R. Ande r s o n 
R a l p h H. Freeman • - - " 
L e w i s J . S m i t h 
C h e s t a t e e Ranger D i s t r i c t 

Max McCullough 
D a l l a s - ' E . Edmondson -
W. A, Woody 
Theodore S. S e e l y 
S p e n c e r H. Pa l m e r 
George W. B i s k e y - • 
George Hemingway 

1912-
1913-
1918-
o r B 

1924-
1945-
1 9 5 1 -
1958-
1 9 6 1 -
1963-
1968-

1913 ( ? ) Rock Cre e k 
1924 ( ? ) Coopers Creek 
1924 ( p a r t i a l ) 
r a s s t o v m ) S u c h e s , 
1945 
1951 
19 5 8 
1961 
1963 
1967 

19 36-1951 
1951-1953 
1953-1961 
1961-1963 
1963-

1912- 1913 ( ? ) 
1913- 1918 
1918-1945 
1945-1951 -
1951-1957 
1957-1971 . 
1 9 7 1 -

S u c h e s , 
Suches 
B l a i r s v i l l e , 
B l a i r s v i l l e , 
B l a i r s v i l l e , 
B l a i r s v i l l e , 
B l a i r s v i l l e , 

G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 

G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 
G e o r g i a 

C l a y t o n , G e o r g i a 
C l a r k e s v i l l e , G e o r g i a 
C l a r k e s v i l l e , G e o r g i a 
C l a r k e s v i l l e , G e o r g i a 
C l a r k e s v i l l e , G e o r g i a 

Rock Creek 
Coopers Creek 
S u c h e s , G e o r g i a 
S u c h e s , G e o r g i a 
Dahlonega, G e o r g i a 
Dahlonega, G e o r g i a 
Dah.lonega, G e o r g i a 

C o h u t t a ( P r i o r t o 19 36 Conasauga and J a c k s R i v e r p o r t i o n 
• - - - a d m i n i s t e r e d as p a r t o f Ocoee D i s t r i c t o f Cherokee 

N a t i o n a l F o r e s t - H e a d q u a r t e r s Sheads C r e e k , Tennessee 
1 ^ _ i i J f r o m 19 36 t o 19 58 same as Toccoa D i s t r i c t . ) 

Howard W. B u r n e t t 
B e r k e l e y J . S p i l s b u r y 
Raymond G. Vfeidner 

1958-1962 
1962-1965 
1965- • 

T a l l u l a h ( P a r t o f N a n t a h a l a u n t i l 19 36) 

Chats v / o r t h , G e o r g i a 
Chats-worth, G e o r g i a 
C h a t s w o r t h , G e o r g i a 

R. C. N i c h o l s o n 
B r u c e A l t e r 
E a r l A. P a r s o n s 

1912-1952 
1952-1961 
1 9 6 1 -

C l a y t o n , G e o r g i a 
C l a y t o n , G e o r g i a 
C l a y t o n , G e o r g i a 



~"Toccoa Ranger D i s t r i c t 

Max McCullough 1912 -13 ( ? ) T h r e e F o r k s -Rock C r . 
D a l l a s E. Edmondson 1913 -24 ( ? ) Coopers Creek 
W. A. Woody 1924 -36 S u c h e s , G e o r g i a 
W. W. B e r g o f f e n .19 36 -37 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
M. M- B r y a n ,1937 -38 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
J o e J . E n n i s _1938 -42 • B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 

' C l i n t o n G. Johnson .1942 -43 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
- G. E. L e t h c o e ' , .19 4 3 -47 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
- S p e n c e r H. P a l m e r 1947 -51 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
-Brooke R. D a v i s .1951 -61 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
" S . F. P o s t l e t h w a i t 1961 -65 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
- H a r r y F. J a n s s e n . -: . . 1965 -67 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 
- " L a r r y E. Cope 1967 B l u e R i d g e , G e o r g i a 

c 
I, -72-


