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\d to raise revenues
3% natlonal debts, Congress
passes numerous homesteading

and development acts.

| 1802
| The Homestead Act is the

| first of a series of settle-
‘ment and development

laws providing free land

| to settlers. Throughout
~ the 1800s, the competition

for land and water intensi-
fies as farm and ranch
settlements grow.

804

George Perkins Marsh,
considered America’s first
environmentalist, writes
“Man and Nature,”
describing the extent
and destructiveness of
the human impact on
the environment.

1872

The General Mining Act
opens public lands for
development of mineral
deposits. To encourage
industrial growth and
provide revenues, citizens
can purchase mining claims.
Early mining practices
leave lasting marks on the
environment.




Reaction to the exploitation of the
Nation’s natural resources gives
rise to a new conservation move-
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BEGINNING OF CONCERN ABOUT NATURAL RESOURCES ERA
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ment. Public land policy shifts from
wide-open use to the beginning of
land stewardship.

1801

Public con-
cern about
adequate
supplies of
clean water
and timber
leads to the
establish-
ment of for-
est reserves,
later called
the national
forests.

1897

The Organic Act pro-
vides for the care
and management of
the forests to secure
“favorable conditions
of water flow.” The
act clarifies that the
resources on national
forests can be used
and developed—
timber harvested,
livestock grazed, and
minerals mined.
Many people object
to these uses, believ-
ing the national
forests should be
preserved in their
pristine
state. This
debate
continues
today.
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Congress passes .

an act to pro-
tect the Bull
Run Forest
Reserve for the
Portland, OR,
water supply.
Recognizing
the close link
between
healthy forests
and clean
water, a series
of acts to pro-
tect individual
municipal
water supplies
follow.

1905

Management of the national
forests moves from the
Department of the Interior to
the Department of Agriculture
Forest Service. The first Forest
Service Chief, Gifford Pinchot,
promotes wise use and scien-
tific management of forests
and water resources to pro-
vide for current needs while
sustaining resources for future
generations.

The Forest Service, with sup-
port from President Theodore
Roosevelt, works to thwart
efforts of corporations to
control the water power of
the country. Although the
fight would continue for
years, the giveaway of
valuable public lands ’
for private hydro-
power development
is stopped.

19009

At Wagon Wheel
Gap, CO, the first
controlled Forest
Service experiment
on the relationship
between stream-
flow and forests
begins. These
experiments
demonstrate how
water moves :
through forest soils
to sustain stream-
flow during dry
weather.

G:ﬁm/ Pinchot
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Restoration of the Prairie States after

the Dust Bowl days and increased

demand for recreation lead to more
intensive forest management. A land
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conservation ethic recognizing the
importance of natural resource
stewardship emerges. !
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" The Weeks Act allows the
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The Forest Service
establishes a new
tradition by setting
aside the Nation's
first wilderness area
in the headwaters of
the Gila River on the
Gila National Forest
in New Mexico.

Forest Service to purchase
private land at the head-
waters of streams. Much
of the purchased land

has been overcut, over-
farmed, or burned out.
These lands are the start
of the National Forest
System in the Eastern
United States.

1028

The Forest Service
publishes the first of a
series of pamphlets
promoting vacationing
on the national forests.
Water sports, fishing,
and boating are
among the activities
touted, leading to over
6 million visitors. This
number increases 30-
fold by 2003.

1030

The Congress directs the
Forest Service to manage
the Boundary Waters Canoe |-
Area in Minnesota for its. |-
scenic beauty and recre-
ation and to maintain
natural water levels. This is’
the first congressional
action toprotect.land and
water as a wilderness area.
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The Multiple Use-
Sustained Yield Act
directs management of
the national forests for
multiple uses and gives
each natural resource—
outdoor recreation,
range, timber, water,
and wildlife and fish—
equal.consideration.

Former Forest Service

employee and eminent

environmentalist Aldo

Leopold publishes “A Sand
County Almanac,” promoting
the care of natural resources
and fostering an ethical rela-
tionship between people and
land.

Multiple Use—Sustained Yield Act

1903

The Forest Service

Hubbard Brook
Experimental Forest
documents the first |
occurrence of “acid
rain” in North
America and uncov-
ers the link between
air pollution, acidic
rainfall, and impacts
on stream quality.

1008

The Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act preserves
selected rivers in
their free-flowing
condition for the
benefit and enjoy-
ment of present
and future genera-
tions. Ninety-six
rivers (3,400 miles)
on the national
forests are selected
for their outstand-
ing values.




inous Forest Service t
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ntal protection laws.
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Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning
Act establishes the
national forest plan-
ning process and
requires, among
other things, that the
s be managed
nd water
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| “A Presidential
Executive Order
|..allows the Forest
Service to clean up
abandoned mines
-and other haz- _
ardous waste sites
by securing funds
from responsible
parties or taking

| the clean-up action -

self. By 2003,83
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0))]

R H

E

resource stewardship. Callabora

!

~streambanks can fil-

1992

The USDA National
Agroforestry Center
is established to con-

| duct research and

technology transfer

on the use of trees.
to reduce water pol-
lution. Findings

"indicate that trees

planted.along

1008 |

Tennessee'’s CheJrokee
National Forest|hosts
the whitewater
events of the summer
Olymp‘ig, A unjque

" partnership; fv?,j'ned
to restore, flows to

provides long-term
benefits to the
community and|

the Ocoee Rive%
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Watersheds are recognized as the ——with partners is recognized as
basic building blocks of sound essential to successful watersﬁe_d,"
resource stewardship. Callaboration  protection and restoration. =

;
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rokee

The USDA National
Agroforestry Center

is established to.con-

duct researchrand
technology transfer

on the use of trees |

Tennessee's Ch
National Forest|hosts
the whitewater
events of the summer
Olympics. A unique
partnership, formed

The Forest Service
determines that
the value of
water from the
national forests is
at least $3.7

The Healthy Forests
Restoration Act
establishes the State
and the Tribal
Watershed Forestry
Assistance programs

to reduce water pol- to restore flow:% to ;
lution. Findings the Ocoee Rive
indicate that trees rm

provides long-t
planted.along benefits to the
streambanks can fil- community and|
results in-a world-

re they | class whitewat 8

billion annually. to promote the use
: of forests and

The national forestry, practices to
forests are protect and restore
providing the | watersheds.

source of

drinking water
for over 3,400
communities.

The Forest Service
celebrates its
100th anniversary.

w3
3

Large-scale,
community-
based watershed ™
partnership proj-
ects are initiated
to demonstrate
watershed
restoration tech- .
niques across
landownership
boundaries.
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