
U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F A G R I C U L T U R E 

F O R E S T S E R V I C E 

Willamette N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 

Eugene, Oregon 

November 26, 19^3 

Dear F r i e n d : 

With Christmas come memories of f r i e n d s and former a s s o c i a t e s now 
i n the armed s e r v i c e of our country. V/e are doing our best to keep 
the old Willamette running smoothly and e f f i c i e n t l y i n your absence. 
We miss you i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n , but g r e a t e r than t h a t i s the r e a l i z a ­
t i o n brought home to us of value of f r i e n d s h i p s which grow from team­
work and close a s s o c i a t i o n i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n such as ours. We are 
proud of you, too, f o r we b e l i e v e that wherever you are and whatever 
you may be doing, you w i l l continue to give that same high standard 
and e f f i c i e n t type of s e r v i c e which you gave while on the Willamette, 
I f guts i s what i t t a k e s , we know you w i l l have that too. 

There has been considerable news on the home fr o n t since you l e f t , 
and we thought t h a t perhaps a sketchy summary of the h i g h l i g h t s and 
happenings on the f o r e s t might be i n t e r e s t i n g and welcome to you. We 
quite n a t u r a l l y assume your r e g u l a r m a i l from f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s has 
kept you informed on the general run of community news. 

The Willamette F o r e s t has contributed v e r y l a r g e l y to the war e f f o r t 
by providing a log supply f o r lumber which, as you know, i s one of the 
most important commodities at t h i s time. L a s t simmer, we improved and 
graveled the F a l l Creek Road over which they are now removing a good 
grade of logs f o r wav -ourposes. T h i s w i l l provide a w i n t e r chance and 
contribute i n keeping lumber production on a wartime requirement b a s i s 
which, without advance planning f o r the w i n t e r season, would undoubtedly 
decline to a dangerously low f i g u r e . We are a l s o opening up a stand of 
noble f i r i n the D e t r o i t D i s t r i c t f o r a i r p l a n e m a t e r i a l f o r next season 
should the war continue, Willsmette s a l e s of stumuage surpass a l l pre­
vious records and stiimpage r a t e s soared to as high as $3.85 per M. 

L e s t e r (Mack) MePherson, who i s now heading un timber management work 
on the W i l l c j n e t t e , has v e r y few d u l l moments and i s doing a bang-up 
job. 

I t goes without saying Hank IVhite i s g e t t i n g a k i c k out of the a d d i t i o n a l 
road jobs and a l i t t l e mud i n h i s eye due to the heavy f a l l r a i n s . He 
takes i t a l l i n good humor, however, and asks f o r more. You know Hank, 



We had 73 f i r e s l a s t season, of which one reached 135 a c r e s i n s i z e and 
the r e s t were A's and B's. T h i s one C l a s s D and s i x others s t a r t e d on 
the Southern P a c i f i c right-of-way i n the West Boundary and Oakridge 
D i s t r i c t s . The r a i l r o a d i s our gr e a t e s t r i s k due t o the increased 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r e s u l t i n g from movement of troops and war m a t e r i a l s . 
E l l i o t t has smoke i n h i s eyes, s t i l l t r y i n g to get a settlement w i t h the 
Southern P a c i f i c Company f o r cost of the 135 acre f i r e which the Fo r e s t 
S e r v i c e took over. We had suppression crews located as f o l l o w s : D e t r o i t 
- 10, F i s h Lake - 15, McKenzie Bridge - 10, Vifest Boundary - 10 and Oak­
ridge - 15 men. They were, f o r the most p a r t , 16 and 17 year old boys, 
and were back i n school when the bad f i r e weather a r r i v e d ( a f t e r September 
1) and we r e a l l y needed them. 

As p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d , our or g a n i z a t i o n does not stack up ve r y w e l l w i t h 
the organization you were a part of, but wo are making a go of i t and 
should be s a t i s f i e d w i t h our l o t compared ivit h the f e l l o w s i n the fox 
ho l e s . A l l i n a l l , we are g e t t i n g along p r e t t y w e l l but we w i l l be glad 
when wc can again hear f a m i l i a r v o i c e s over the telephone from the lookout 
and fireman s t a t i o n s as the going gets rough. 

W e l l , guess we had b e t t e r cut t h i s o f f or the stenographers may use the 
e l i m i n a t o r . They cast a v^ary eye on long correspondence and r e p o r t s , but 
the boss w i l l take care of that f o r t h i s l e t t e r i s h i s suggestion and the 
sky i s the l i m i t where you f e l l o w s i n the armed s e r v i c e s are concerned. 
Anyvmy, guess we have j u s t about reached the end except that wc want to 
wish you n hanpy Christmas and the best of luck throughout the New Year, 

0 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 



p. s . 

I wish to add my personal greeting to a l l Willamette men i n the armed 
f o r c e s . We miss every one of you and are looking forward eagerly to 
the day of v i c t o r y when y o u ' l l r e t u r n home and again assume your place 
i n the normal scheme of t h i n g s . Here's wishing you a v e r y merry 
Christmas and happy and v i c t o r i o u s New Year. With k i n d e s t regards, 
I am 

S i n c e r e l y yours. 

/ 

Dear Fellows: 

We almost t r i p l e d our quota f o r the current War Chest Campaign. I'uch 
of t h i s money goes to the U. S. 0. and f o r e i g n war r e l i e f . We're i n ­
v e s t i n g about l l j ^ of our s a l a r i e s i n war bonds and, during the l a s t 
s p e c i a l d r i v e , we invested over hpfa f o r a month. There's soon to be 
another d r i v e and you have our advance guarantee t h a t w e ' l l exceed our 
quota. These are TOVS i n which we can back you up. 

Good luck, / fri. 

I 


