
UNrr::: S:a-.< l:paRrMa\T c. AGRIcLL-iuRa
FORES'I SEEVICE

NOFIA CENTFAL fOREST EXPERIMENT STA'IIOh
Forestry Sc i ences Laboratory

P. O. BOX a9S

RH INELANDER, WISCONSIN 5450I

IN R'PLY R"TT T'

4100
November 17, 1982

Dr. Jay Kitzmiller
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Dear Jay:

Thank you for the tree improvement plan of the California Region. The
information will be very useful for qy research. It appears to me that
by incorporating the results of your work at Denver into your cument
p1an, you would have a very sound plan for both short-term and long-
term tree breeding. By long-term I mean breeding activities which
will last for more than three generations.

As we discussed in our previous telephone conversation, I would like
to propose the establishment of a European larch teql seed orchard, In
the Lake States Region, floweri ng of European larch is repeatedly
hampered by late frost. If we can successfully grow larches in
Cal ifornia, it would make continuous larch breeding and seed production
possible. Additionally, we are currently developing a plan to test dif-
ferent Iocations in the North-South transsections of midwestern states
for flower production.

There are two ways of establishing the seed orchard. First, we have
seeds which you can use to establish a seedling seed orchard. Secondiy,
we can sow seeds here at Rhinelander and grow them for one growing season.
Then we can obtain rooted cuttings from the seedi ings. These rooted
cutti ngs can be plante
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second approach because if the scheme works, we can select the superior
trees at Rhinelander and make crossings at California. Please let me

know of your opinion on the proposal .
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