
The Rock Creek Station 

The Forest Service Branding of Private Wagon 

Correspondence 

Date From To 
April21, 1907 Harry N. Morgan, Assistant Charles C. Hall, Acting Forest 

Forest Ranger Supervisor 
November 22, 1907 S. L. Walker, owner ofpersona1 Gifford Pinchot, Forester 

property and buildings at Rock 
Cr. Station location. 

December 9, 1907 Geo. H. CeciL Acting Chief S. L. Walker 
December 20, 1907 Charles C. HalL Acting Forest S. L. Walker 

Supervisor 
December 21, 1907 Harry N. Morgan, Assistant Charles C. Hall, Acting Forest 

Forest Ranger Supervisor 
December 21, 1907 Chas. Jarvis, Assistant Ranger Charles C. Hall, Acting Forest 

Supervisor 
December 24, 1907 Charles C. Hall, Forest The Forester, Washington, 

Supervisor D.C. 
August 11, 1908 David G. Kinney, Forest S. L. Walker 

Supervisor 
October 14, 1908 C. S. Chapman, Acting Forester Charles N. Pray, (apparently a 

lawyer representing S. L. 
Walker) 

February 17, 1909 David G. Kinney, Forest S. L. Walker 
Supervisor 

February 22, 1909 S. L. Walker David G. Kinney, Forest 
Supervisor 

May 7, 1909 David G. Kinney, Forest District Forester, Missoula 
Supervisor 

Additional correspondence is in the official files in the Supervisor's Office, Lolo National 
Forest 
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Phili:pslmrg, 1"iont., Hovember 22, 1907. 

Mr. Gifford Pinchot, Forester, 

Washington, D. c • 

Dear Sir: 

On or about l!ay 1st of this year actina; Supervisor 

c. C. F..all confiscated my ranch situated presumably on T. 81T. 

R. 17 W on Rock Ck. in Granite Co. and I ruj told by Ranger 

liorgan that the improvements a.re also seized, and that you in-

tend to make it what is kno1m as a forest station. 

You :probably have not been info rued that . this ranch 

was settled upon at least ten years before the :Forest Reserve 

was fonued, and that it was cultivated each and every year after 

being settled upon, and that it has been producing about 100 

tons of hay yearly. 

This year it did- not produce this amount as I was 

prohibited from irrigating the crop, or from doing anythine: else 

after I completed sowine; the rye until about Aueust 1st, which -

made it too late to get good results from the rye, and too 

late to do any irrigating. 

Then too when I bouc;ht the land from the former owner, 

which \':as about three years before the reserve was fonned, it 

only :produced about 20 tons of hay • Since buyinc it I kept 

fron 2 to 5 :men constantly emplo:red there all the time except a 

short t~e during the winter of 1906 & 1907, besides I visited 

the rcmch 2.t least siv times each year which was of'ten enoue;h , .... 
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to hold the property by law. 

Some time aeo I told Acting Supe!~isor C. C. Hall 

t:b.a t rather than raise a controversy over the plc~ce I would give 

it up by the Forest Reserve allowing me t o remove or sell my 

i:mprover.r:.ents, and at that time he said he thought I would be 

allowed to do, but Harry 11orcan, Ranger, told me a few days ago 

that I would not be allo\"ted to either remove or sell them. 

This I consider a double injustice, as I had spent between 

3500.00 and 5000.00 on the place, and my improvellents consist 

of a two roomed house, four out buildines and two barns. Be­

sides about two miles of fencine, my irrigating ditch & ect. 

All of these improvements: will be enjoyed by the Re-

serve, and I can see no sood reason why I should be forced to 

lose them. 

While a lot of your men were out there surveying 

during the swmner one of them sto~ed U. s. in three places 

on uy waeon. Of this I spoke to Ranger Jarvis who said he savv 

"one of the boys brand it", but that the Reserve vrould not 

hold it from me. I also spoke to Ranger }{organ about it who 

said "he did not claim it or any of the rest of my farming uten-

sils, but that he claimed the ranch mmprovements". Now if' the 

Reserve does not claim my wagon I think I should. haYe some 

acknowledeement to that effect in writinG, that I may ha ve some 

tliine to show my ownership to sorn.e other Reserve man who should 

cone along • Trusting to hear frora you soon, and t hat you :rr..ay 

be able to adjust thinGs satisfactorily, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed)S. L. V!P..:I.J'J'}i: 

, .. .... · -- - ·· ···- ·· . 
· · ~· :'· ·., :· - . -~ :~:-·~~~~~?~;0:t~~~~~~~:$~~ 

- .......... .......... ___ 
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December 9, 190?. 

Philipsburg, Hont. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of November 22 is received. A copy 

of your lett~r and of my reply huve been referred to Su• 

pervisor Hall for investigation and report. 

It ia not the policy of the Forest Service to 

appropriate personal property or improveilents on Gove~n-

ment land. If you are unaole to L'lake satiafo.ctory ar!"u.nc;e-

ments with Supervisor Hall for the purchase of your i~-

provements you will be allowed a reasonable length of time 

ror their removal. 
. ~ . ' ' .. '• 

' . ' .. ' . . ~ .. ,· ~ ::. '• . 

The :Forest Service, of cour!Je, :oakes no clai_~'_(f:··, :::~;\f~~;-::>~~ :~E 
to your personal property and will allow you to r~move ft 

fro~ the land. I nu very sorry if :Forest officers have 

l:;.<::.rked your \'mgon. It must have been an act of thou;:~ht-

lessness n.nd Ym.s not intended to inply t hat your \Vagon 

was claiJ:led as the pro~) erty of the United States. 

Very truly yours, 

Acting Chief • 



,. 
_J : s.L. Walker, 

Philipsburg, Yont. 

Dear Sir: 

Anaconda t M'<?nt •• nee. 20, 1907. 

,.· 

\ 
: ·. -·~·' \ ' 

Your letter of the 18th is r~e~!'f'ed: . .. 

. The mattP. r of t.he St'Jizu.re of thP. rn.nch and the 

for 1n'VFJstie_;;-,tinn. I "-"" inTA!I!t.igatinz .thP! .e1-1.se, ,try.d assure 
. ·.· · -~~ 

you that "e wi 11 not try to hold any I'Jf' ;yo,tr iT"lPt:'O"reMents, 
( 

nor has it been roy intP.ntion to dt) so. Ynn l'!J'ld~r9tR.nd 

of t)Oilrae that you havA nF:V8"' ht!V'!. any 'ri&ft · to thP. £$round • 

and YG'~ stated to mA in Ph! lip ebure, ! · 'h~ 11 eve 1 t vom.a also . 

in t~~- pr~7st3nce cf U.s. COm.":Jission~~tr, Mr;or~, tJ:at you eaw 
,, 

·. ~ . ·:~.; " 
' ... 

.·. 

you had no right to th~ ert.nmd t ~r'!d yrm 15 t. tl tF:d yrm WQnld i . ·• 

had not . rnad~ 1 t your hone to thP- exclnslon of yrmr home 

elstCJ!Vh.,re, and I thought true matter had been' tl:oroughly 

thr,eJ-.ed out, aR ta ycn:r !"!rr,hts t" th~ place~ I do not want 

a stick of yo•1r 1r.!p!"f)Y8!'1f.:n ts, and ar.1 quite willine to turn 

them over t 'J you. Rowev~r 1 1n case you would carf; to maktt 

a r~asonable pr1oe on . some of t~e buildings ~hich ~~8h~ do 
. ... I . .. . --.;._ . . 

. , __ .. tor a barn, arrangements might ~· made to purchase, but as 
- -- ~::--:"";.; ... "·-~-:--~~:t ····· ----·- -~·- -·-·------- -·- - - . ·-- :··- -~ -,- · -:- - -- -~~-. - .--·. ~- !'----~ . _":':': • . - ••• --

- < - . · the build! nga are n0t )Vbat we want tor headqltarters O&TilP, 
. ~.":,- ·;· 4 .:' 

, . 
... . 
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S.L.W., :pnge #2. 

as we wish to put 1111 a fo 1Jr or ~i Vf'J ro()t'l hrPJB.,, ann ))ui ld 
' 

< 

it vr>'!"'.f B'J.b8tnntially. The p.r!~'l pa5.d '!or th~ 'bH!lrl!ne ot 

a bflrn WO'l~ld >1t)t anonnt to a great dP.R.l. or Cf'>Hrse, Hr. 
''l•·-. .•· ; ,. 

We.lker, if ymt j).enl thn. t yon hava n rt aJ1t to hold this 

grcmnd, I wo ll ld adv iae you to go A.hend a1"ld aesf'!rt ycmr 
.. ,. 

. ;~r; 

ri~htsr 1\8 th~ lnR. tt~r c;o:~.J"l s.,on b~ doP.idad definA. tely. _. 
. ~ . 

· I h :we racel~ad 
'. ' :~- . ·, 

c oncf'Jrnlng the 1~pr~"'1'€Y'lP.n t e arttt ot b~1· rnat.t~ra, but. ~f! so~n . ;:._,:': ·;/.': 
\ ·:. _; _.. ..... . . : ': - . '.'". 

a a I do I will vrri te you f'nrth~r a."1d . morP. fully. ·· As far as : · '·!'.: 
J.·. · . . 

' . 
I co..r11 c6ncernP.d you have a p•:rfo~t rich+. :tn tP.k~ tJ':1a !!latter 

. ~- .. 

' . ' '·· 
v / · -~ '!( 

... X'">~ • • .. : . .._._,. ,. :. . 

tr.erq fully ~hnnc"Tnr the:· A.!"o ·in rlmt'ht as to recei v1~g a. 

.:/ e qn.g,re d~!a.l • 

.. , 

. . -~-

·.:~%ib 
,:· t:?· .. ~~-~-:~i: ~- . 

..... ,.~ .. ,:-. · 
-. ~ .. ;.. 

/ 

' 
' .~ 

t ..., 1. 1 ,~ 
... ' -- .) ' --.·-· .• 

- Fora et SJliH~r.,.risor. 
-~ 

. ,·. ,,r 

.,. ····.: . ,.· ... 
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PhiltrJsbnrg, Hont., Dec. 21,,190?. · 

J~r. r,. <;.Hall, 
Fore f31; Sn:pe rv i so r, 

An 8.r:n rc a , Hon t •' 

Dear Sir: 
.. 

Yonrs t0 hanct. of De~~. 31, 190'7 in ~~~~~ards to the 

holrlings of S. J ... WalkerBu5.ldings 0n lower Ror:k r,rP.ek. Will 

Say "!J efOf'P- I seized the place lc:-.s-1: s:pring I Met Nr. Waluer 

pn the:, street of Philipsburg and asked hi111 how ~ rhe wao holding 

his so cH.lled ranc:h an0_ he told me that he was holdinr; it undP,r 

Ror11estea.d law anct. · I asked hin if he was holding it under 

Act ()f .Tune 11, 1906 and he said :rei. Well I rode to Rock 

Creak t,h.=: next day and sflized t h e p::ta ce and I rcde back to 

Phi li :psonrr; a .r1ct. r told }:r. Walkl'n .. what I r,ad done and to not 

bot r.:e r tile place o:r the iTn!)roveT'len ts until he was itls tructed 

to ct.o so. Well l'r. Walker ne,rer s;;rke to ne any 7'1ore e.I"J out the 

place onl~r that he !:acl. lE-t the cr or) on t on shares Ftnd he 

w0nJ.d. like to see the parties get the c ro~1 of -the place which 

he has under t}:e Special Privilege. Wel l_ Jir. 71al:Cer says lhe 

1 s on t from $3500.00 +; :':> 5000.00 on t on t ) ;_A !)lace. He is a 

little h i[J')l on +.r..a-1: for ' '-G paid ~800 tn ~ ~ :r. A. Hudi!ipiler in 

the first; place c:t'1d. it vms fenced +.he 0 onl:,. sor'le 130at pa ntnce s 

two :"'li l~s of f~nc~ P. 'ld it is no 13nnd t o keel} stock m~i:, ;.md 

as fe.:r it cnttinG 100 tons of ha~r it, neve:(' did L1 1906 he cut 

?2 tons of hc-~y an<!. that was the nost he ever cut, and h13 would 

have cut ah0nt 6f> +,ons t'IJis y~ar if he }-_Hrl. cu-t it s0rmer, but 



"'· ( .. ' 

#2. 

was all 'm:rnt ltD, t hAn it on::;ht to hiiYP. 'bAAn en+. ahrmt the 

fi.!"st of Aug11st. If Nr. Walker is on+, any nohe~r to tl:fl anonnt 

he said. h e was it is in t,!:P. ,30at industr~r. Jie had a~) 'J :t 600 

and. th~r nev'3r li '!!Ad on t~.A p la. c~ noT" ct.i d ~Jjr. '~'.YaL'lcer. He r_F .. d !S 

f l iS fa~rJ.il~r there once canp~d OH I, for ;:m 0Htine 1 hn7. t.T.e:r nevflr 

' in t.hA fa 1.1 of 1906 ann sr ri •1 g of 19 0? 

ant trJ his cattle, and ::r.W<tlker spokP. to JTJe a'hrmt the waeon 

b~ing stH.?'1.0P.d a n d talked !)rett~r iJTlporta..f'lt 81Jont 1 t and ·vould net 

reason a0ont any t:rlirg, so I told him it was not done i n t,P.ntion-

a1 ~' and 1:/t iit J1 a }:rui so lei th~ , ·'laer.m a f'ld th~ ,artie a that had 

it was !'lt)t a~;ri11g a oyt(l ine a1J nnt it and did not care t hat the 

wagon was not wor1J1 0,;-r;r six 'hits. Vle1.l I was walkine ::Dast 

the wae;on one dn.:' artd }-"it the !lind "bolster wH 'l hn.tc:het ann I . 

it had been a e; o od wa~on arrl •;;as wf) r th so!"letr_ine ii: '.~'t:>nld 

Earr~r j~ . !lorgan, 

As st,. Re.nc;P.r·. 

P.S. J.:r. ' .'lalk~r stF .. ted tJ- ::\.t if J-: "': ·na · to ::-rJ.ovP. tl:e 'i;nildi nes 

sh.e ed a"bont 3 nont1JS aeo as J know of. I teil.l ~rou if I 
-.-·-··- -· . .. ....... 

had hn~; t11e - b1lildinea I wcnld :1ot eive nuct. for then, there 

is sp:rine f'.o n s8 12 x 14 ann. one o1 17: hr)lls!'! 12 x 12, or.~ :hen 



#3. 

hO U:je 14 X 18 a nd 0!1P- O'lt hO ~l se l iS X 20 1 0!1 !'3 "!Ji e; r .ay sr.ed 

ar)O'lt 40 x 40 feet sqnare wit.h oa:r .11 in~lnd•~d one hoHse J2 x 35 

not worth o-ver $500 or "$600 all told, bn+. it is not wort h 

an~r t !: in .~ to the Go~rer nn~n t. 

I gave ; i.r. Walkflr 90 da~~s to P10Yt" =:is i!"lprover!P n ts i n .• 

.: ... 
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Hell Oate (}~) Jiontana. 

The Fa rester. 
:rarest Service, 

Washington, n. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Replying to yonr Jetter ( 00) ot Dec. 9, I herA-

I refi3r you to letter (OH) of Kay 13, rfl~arding 

this rnatt~r, in r~ply to the action I had tak~n. See ny 

l"3~t•'lr .-, f ~ 0 r ~ i.. ~0, 1907. Lltt.tP,r (o::J ot 1 .rR~' 13 n~!'rizea 

!":P. I r.ava acted within roy authority when I directed the 

Hn.nger to ::top all 'Hork an th~ trn.~t and sF:iza U .e impro'17e­

ra ~nt e. '!y la t t<)r of ~~ay 21 1 in n.nawF.:r to (OF) of ~:a,v 13 , 

r~r>ort (Jf Asaiatant RangAr .Tarvla a.nn Aaa1stant R;me~r 

fnlly t0 }:im, and. he ad-visod r~G t bat h e saw h~ co 1 ;.lc~ not 

h ol1i t} tt: e round , and al ~:;~o stated to me tr,a. t he 'Jtou ld not 

perjure himself to t~~ to de so. All hA ae~ed to ask then 

waa to be allowed A. Special. Privilege to gnt U :o hay. 7his 
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posaibla to do so, as Boon S\8 I coHld get thP. raport on it. 

YcJH ·.vi 11 i10tice in thP staten~nt :made to Hr. J n. r'Vi8 t}·,at 

he sqnattP.d on thA land, ~lfl d dac:; not satt1ing it. undP.r any 

tho land, but purchasfl3d the i:mpro"'?' ~r'1enta from Hutsinti 1lar 

anc1 ~!"OCP.edP.d to fence it ;md fanu it. Jlr. ".::S\lker, in his 

lett~r to thn Fo~st~r, ~~knowledge& that he never lived on 

this r.ln.cc 1 ~ut t.hP-. t. h~ had ~'~- ~j- ted t:he r~ch ll.t least. six 

f.h! :!1 ~ · ,-) ::.,~rty h:r ln;'l{ F.fJ r•lso, · •-~r.ording to Fr • .Ta~:la, 

m.'6kes thn st ,li.. ~~ent thut ho3 i n trmdad tn mF..ke n.y, ~1tcat1 nn, 

April 30, 190? fro: ~ ""t'S~lf, wr.ich lotter }"l.8 8i'l.;TF; 8t.Hted thH.t 

The matter of tiP Fo~~t Officers placing t h e TT.0.Stn~p nn 

the wap,on ·Ras done tho ;.A~!ltla~sly, and not -l-lith t,he int~nt. 

of snizing it :mel holtHne it, nncl I i:.h ink t1o ~orn at~nntion 

on !•is Wligon thrrm~ any seizurA procP.adings, but. did. it 

t.hn 1l :;.h.t1Assly. Mr. Walker evidently did not comiidar that 

tr. ~ wae1m "IA.'3 seized, as Ransf!r Jtorgan advisea that ht~ sold 

t "'rlP; wagon, and. tha ptwple who own 1 t ha YPl no objection to 
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tr-e For~ster, P~R~ #1. 

make. In Mr. 1/alker•s lP.tt..<?r to th~ FoMeter~ dated Nov.22, 

; ;..-. t:or:plalns tbat t1:1f5 year thP. randl did n0t )rQC'illce thl 

c>-raonnt of hay ! t sho,llrl on ~ccout ()'£ bP.iQR preyrmted trorn 

matter O'lt• rll\d to hu""ry the p .. ~_.,ri leg~ ~long as taat RA 

possible. HP. nlf'3o SA.~'" 1.n r~is lAtter that ha told me that 

rat.ht~r t}u'\n raise a oontrovP.rsy ov~r th~ place hP. wonld Hive 

it up to t.he Jl'orest Reserve if we •vonlri allow hil!l to ~P.nnre 

hi 'i il11:;!r'OV'!nnnt.3. I did not, ~a.y I thnw~ht hP. wonltl ba allowad 

to do so, b1 ' t told him he would be allovTed to clo so, nnrl I 

am p~r!P.ctly willinG thr.t. hP. s:Prmld, Rlao willinr. to e1ve him 

so ld pnrt of t}'e!'l ~=tlntady. (SP.a Eorc;cu1's stfi.tArr.ent,). rn 

s:i-.t)wad that, hn !'P.sented J-!r. Wa.lk~r•s writing to Washington 

plnca to show if hn hhd reaRnted it. I d~ nut int~n1 to 

ex~;ect to h&.ve tl:e T.l ':.ttar rcport.,d on by f4 d.isint ·· rf:stfld 

pP-rson if I arnunahla to f\tt.end to tm :"lattP.r myso1f • I! 

will racmrD"!lend t:r..n t snch aa are neAded be purchased. 
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The Forest.,.r, page #4. 

'rh~" pnople around Philipaburr; undcrst:1rrl. the 

manner Kr. Walker has be"'n holding tl'ti e ranch, and I rtn 

qni ~ ~nre Vm.t the pnlJlic (1en~rally approves our action 

in this :w1.ttAr. To s'W'l it all 11p, ur. Wukar had no ri ~t 
·.;.tha tAVt1,. to this r3nch, aa he canno:n ahow that he lived 

on it, o•· hP.lri it '.lndAr any land la•v. Holding this rnneh, 

f8n~ed a"' it -~taa, without. any r~:;ht "i ~'l&taver, looks to l'1.., 

likA a. ca3.:J of 111ega.l fnncing • 

As a natural ~onRAqnenoa of a Ra:'1gor or ::;npAr-vteor 

doinG hi8 du t:r in thi a part of t.h~ ~ m.mtry, h<1 is 'bonnd 

to s+.1..,. ' l~ fn•"' l.inf~ ar;a~.n~t hin ey ~,~r. "Val.kAr nne\ his 'bn:3tnea6·· '-.~ _;. 

asa r)Ciatell, -1hi.ch ~r~ tho A.T?!Aric .<tn Gem. 1fin tm qynr\ioat6, 

lo r ::r ~,.a ~i R co:apany h112 h?.d it. s o·~n "lay, taki ne; U!l li:D'ld, 

_ p~t,nt, n.nd t"lo f'act t,r-.... '1.t tl~ J4'o~a+. Service a.T'tl ~akinct 

ax.'-l.rnination of thlir oln.trrta, ~c~o:rrUng to 1_nstrn~t~. onn is 

rptita enouzh to ~'1Jn1.<:e this r.o::1J'Iany, ·:rh~- ~h lnclndos '~r. Wa\kAr, 

lo0k 11~on tho :Wo mat t)ff ioP.rs as unlli :rsira.ble citizen a, and 

i11 handling t.his t ;=~rr.Ltory, r.t!lci. nr)t, .:; J.il i. K i.p < ~ . ~ ... 1n~t the 

tne ~0 1.mt ry, and falline in tn di sfa"Vor ·"lith t.~e A1'1Ari can 

~Jta ~~fj~.~;ltdtlntf 
. . . -
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wc>11ld lik..:: to b~ ud"~.ri:~ed if the stand I have taken in this 

Enc • 
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DRESS GOODS. 
D O MESTICS. 
NOTION S. 
CLOT HIN G. 
GENT'S FU RN ISH JNGS. 
B OOTS & SHO ES . 

. TRUN K S &VALISES. 
CARPETS. 

GROCER IES. 
HARDWARE. 

FUR NI T U PE 
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~-MoNTANA, ) .. ugus t ll 1808 

?orest :upervisor, 

~ca r .J~r:.-

I am c1i..sappfuint ed in your not havi'r'!g come to exa~ine the 

io~rove~ents on the Rock Cre~k ranch at the time you set for doi~g 

tt,~ut predu~e this ~as not intentional on your account,and hope 

jCU cen set a date in the near future that you can ao · it. If you 

can Lt ~ill be greatly Bf~reciated by me as I am arran~eing for a 

t rip eest ln the near future,and would ll~e very much to set thi s 

et tenJ2d to bet~re going • 

·. lr ,ll; <idv:.~:e i:"' Uti::. can be ar!"anged at an early tlate,and obli.;e, 

Yours very truly, 

/) . --~-......_ 
........ ~:../ // .-- -.. / i 

_ . ...- / ' 
----- : ........ --- / i 
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!=';cck Creok Hangar Station, 
l!issoula, 

:ton • Charl.t s r-r. Pray, 

Fo=t Benton, Yont. 

Octobar 14,1908. 

Ycur l3ttor of August 27, enclosim~ a lettGr from 

1 ~r. s. JJ. \'TaJ.J~0r, is received in :r. Pinchot's absancd from 

·:~ ~:r. -,':al~:tJr' s ca3e ~w.a consumed so nucl1 til.4t3. Howavar, I o.:n 

clad to I'I-Jport that I have docid~d to reopen thd ca.ae. Hr. 

''1aJ.kar was civen an opport1.'nity to 1nako application for liat-

inr the J.and undc-.;r the Acr. of .June 1.1, 1 'JOG, ;md ::.lso to take 

out a SlJdC ia.l-usa parni t for the :1ay upon the land. ':'hero is 

on record a L1ttar from t:1e ~>uparvi:3or r;3questin; Hr. WaJJ:.:e 2· 

:a ;1a.:1J the :)rico for hi:J improv~Jm.Jnts. :!.:! action, the!'Jfore, 

in r.Jopa~in~ the CBse is not baaed upon hia treatment by the 

I hava found no disposition on the part ot the Su­

pervisor or of the Rangers to treat him unfu. irly or with 

• 'f "" ' 

Ill , '-' 
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Ron. c. ~. P. -2-

other than ths same spirit that .ls shown to all squatters on 

lands within th.t :rational For.Jsta, upon which thay have arec t­

ad ioprovdmentB. On paga 52 of the Ua9 nook, Forest Sup~rvi-

oors are instructed to show avery consid.n·ation to yersons 

l!l&king ho:nes upon ~!ationu.l ?orCJsta, and not to r.Jcornmend 

for withdrawal. for administrative purposes evan lunda coverad 

by invalid claims, unless t here ara no other available sites, 

a.nd then onl;:: if the squa.·t tar i:J willing to sell out to the 

Govl::lrnment • 

3ven though a squatter has eracted improvem.mts up-

on public land aftorwards embraced within the Ha.t ionn.l Forests, 

without naking <.my pretencu to comi ly with th3 land lo.ws, tt 

h~o always b~Nn the policy of the :?crest Serv1c3 to treat the 

claimant, as faz aa possible, with tha utmost consideration, 

and to allow hidl either to continua under apecial.-use. per.:1it 

his usa of such improvements and larid, or, according to his 

d'lsire, to r!lnove his improvem~nts. It thay a.ro cf uso to 

th~ Goverm::1ant, it nay purchase tham fror.:~. him on the land at 

a :t'air valuation. It is quitJ evident t hat ·.:r. V1al.kdr hu.d no 

intent ion of I:'.aking the land in que at ion his home. :r!! in t 1-

mates this 13 hi:J ltltter to :.rou, and in h is v;:..rious ltJtterH 

to thtJ Supervisor and to the 2oreater. :re also told the Sn-

pervisor, in the prtlS:Jnce of a witness, that he would nc.\- }) eJr-
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/ Jur'3 himoel.f' to get the land. 

OlJIJOrtuni ty . . , firot, t.o ma.ke u.r•plic~;.t1on to he.va tzN la:1d 

liat!3d undur th:J Act of Jm1~ ll, lDOB, if he has £}r~pared :o 

· · _- . ; live upon tho land and ctativate it aa a ho~esteada~; a~cond, 

--.. 

pet"rl.i ts t'o:r. ~~hu hu.~.; or o t.her ..L;>-.J or tho lu.nd • in oonforr:li ty 

li'o:>tJs:t Sarv!cc. 

- ~ .· ... _... __ . 
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1!it;;uoula li>oroot 

Ur. s. L. Walker, 

Dear Eir: 

The improvements foQ~d upcn tha land formerly owned 

by you as £o. ranch,on l\ock Oreek,when last seen by me,on NoTem-

ber 0,100(. were as fnllowo: 

Cnl'j co1•ral 8 poles, or 6 l/2 feet hi[")l, nnd about 150 

0r.c :'..og b!:'..rn ~l'x 37 1 constructed t'i' loge,6 l/8 1 

hir)~,-.-·i t!~ h:::.y J.of't o.bove, covered with shakes, cnC.c open. 

One outbuilding constructed o~ logs, l3'x 13 1 , 5 1/21 

high; or:e good window. 

Outbuilding, 23'x 12 1 , conat~~ctod o~ logs, 7 1 high, 

ehnl~o roof 1 2 v:indowa. 

Wagon shed consi3ting of' a sloping shed roof' BUpported 

Outt-ui:!.d~.ne constvucted of loga,10'x 141 , 7' high, shake 

roof. 

l.!c.in dr.olling cu.bin, constructed of' logs, with shake roof', 

9' high, 4 small windowa,2 rooma,and containing 1 wooden bcd~taad. 



s.L.w.-2. 

Dwelling, l3'x so•. 

One root house, o1x ~·. 

In addition to these i~~roTements,sorne land ~as been 

cleared, u. considor::::.'blc x:C?unt of i\:n:cing done, and soma ditch-

ing for irrigation p~caea. 

Thooo i!:lprovenents ~hich a.re of any ma.teria.l use to the 

~orest ~acvice are noted on the enclosed Form A Touoher, amount-

ing i:n :;.11 to ~£1~53 .co. ·.:Jn receipt of Fo!"m A voucher, properly 

sir;nod, also tho cr:oloBed sworn statement a.nd relinquishment 

papers, the lt'orost iJervice V!ill be gltui to !!!.a.ke final sottlement, 

a.nct. it iEi r.'eerettod it ;1.3.o ·been cleh:.yed for so long a time. 
· ·. 

- ·~·- ·: ;-~· 

Vary truly yoUl''3 1 . ·~ 
· .. ··,.,. · 

~. ·0, ~~ 
:'era~ t ~·upvrv1sor • 

. · . .. -:: 

. -· ··: 

· ----~'" . ~. '.·. 
-· ;·. -·.:: . 

. _ ~- -
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190 

Fotest Supervisor, 

~.1issoula, ;,1ont. 

Dear Sir:-

Rill you kindly refer back to ~our letter of the 17th inst 

in reference to the land formally owned by me on Hock Creek,in which 

you allow me tl33,00 for my improvements. 

Now Mr.~inney,I do n~t feel that I am unreasonable in asking you to 

reconsider this valuation,as you certainly must know the amount you 

offer is not one twentieth of the amount this property cost me. The 

house that you have not considered at all,cost me more than you offer 

for the whole lot of improvements. Then too you do . not consider the 

febceing,nor the ditches,which are both in fair repair,or was at the 

time I was forced to vacate. 

( 
\ 

'\ 

' { 
' ' 

( 

- r.-- ---., 

You will please note too,that you allow me a total of ~50,00 for clear{-

land. Now really you must know that the land cleared and seeded down · 1 

could not be cleared and put in the condition it is in
1
foe less than 

tlOOO,OO,as there must be at least 20 acres in timothy and clover,and 

some four or five acres in alfalfa,and I would say at an estimate,some 

25 acres that have been so"'i'n in rye. This would make a total of about 

50 acres all told,that have been cleared. And for all of this you offer 

me ~~50, 00. 

I do not want to be unreasonable,or contentious. And neither do I ex+ 

pect to eet a full valuation of the property,and never have,but I do 

think you should treat me more fairly in this settle~ent. 

Again I ask you to reconsider your valuation,and oblige, 

Yours very t~~- . _ __ 

~~~~ 

! 

r 
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Hiseoula Forest 

Improvement - hlissoula -
Rock Creek Ranger Station -
l~rchase of Improvements. 

The District Porester, 
Forest Service, 

!Uocoulu, ~.!ontana. 

Dear Sir: 

r.{issoula, Montana, Uay 7, 190°. 

A letter o~ authorization has been received ~or 

tl10 purchase of' improvements amounting to $133.00. 

!ir. s. L. v:alker to whom tte i!:!provements belong 

refuses to :J.Ccept an o1':f'er from the F'orest Service f'or the 

purchase of the improvements ~or $133.00, but has accepted 

our offer for ~;: 200. 00. ·Please increase the letter of author-

ization on this Forest ~or that purpose by $67.00. 

Verybtruly yours, 

f ", ---~ /~/ D v · , -' "'\• 

Forest Supervisor. 


