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EDITOR'S NOTE - This \n the first In 
the series of special articles nboul ' 
Allegheny National Forest. The articles 
describe the creation, history, use and 
management ot the Forest. Some of the 
articles were written by Incumbents of the 

I oureat staff. Msay of them arc anecdotes 
dtvwn from the experiences of former 
enployefl, most d whom have long since 
r^lUred. 

By RAYMOND M. CONARRO 
Many years ago, the editors of the Pitts- , 

burgh Post realized that the condition of the 
forests on the watersheds of the Allegheny ' 
and Monongahela rivers posed a potential 
flood threat to Pittsburgh and other cities 
along these streams. 

The paper adopted an editorial policy of 
alerting its readers to the threat of disaster If 
prompt and sustained action were not taken 
tc-reduce the danger. • 

Ybe Post has a wide cb-culation In western 
,Pe iWlvan la , eastern Ohio, and northern 
Weit Virginia. 

Rs edit(»iab calliid for Improved forest 
fire protection,'^reforestation ot privately 

owned lands, nn effective state forest 
program involving complete ownership and 
control of large bodies of land to be ad­
ministered for forestry purposes, the 
establishment of state tree nurseries to 
furnish forest tree seedlings to land owners, a 
state forest research policy, and a state for est 
school to trabi young men in the art of forest 
management. 

Dr. Rothrock has been acknowledged as 
the "Father of Forestry in Pcnn.sylvaniu," 
and rightly so. The Pittsburgh Post was his 
chief supporter, aiding hlni greatly in his 
.dedicated activities. 

E a r l y in this century, the P&t 
editorialized in favor of a federal law o 
establish National Forests in the East. Tfle 
first law enacted for this purpose wi»s 
declared unconstitutional by the U. S. 
Supreme Court. This did not deter the Post's 
policy, nor did it deter John W. Weeks, a 
Congressmen from Massachusetts. He 
rewrote the law by adding the phrase "for the 
protection of the headwaters of navigable 
rivers." 

; The new act was signed into law by 
President Tsft on March 1, 1911. A small 
appropriation was made by Congress to start 
land purchases for National Forest purposes. 

In 1802 and 1803, Dr. Mlcheau, a French 
botanist, toured the eastern part of the United 

' States. Both the Allegheny and Monongahela 
rivers were Included In his tour. 

He recorded in his diary that the AUeghenj 
River flowed clear and placid and presentet 
no evidence of high rise or flood condition; 

' upstream from Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh). ! 
The Monongahela, on the other hand,^ran 

turbid, fast, and showed considerable 
evidence of high flood stages upstream from 
Fort Pitt. 

He stated that the two rivers cOuld be 
traced for some distance down the Ohio by the 
color of their water: the Allegheny being 
clear, the Monongahela colored by sediment. 

Since the Post editors were more con­
cerned with the frequent flootling caused by 
the MoQongahela, their editorials began 
flgltaUng for the establishment of a^Ma!kn5^ 
forest at the headwaterar 6f thik r lv«r . ' , 
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This \Vas accomplished in April 1920, the • ^ 
Monongahela National Forest growing from a-; v* 
nucleus of 7000 acres purchased in 1911. The 
editors then began their drive for a National 
Forest at the headwaters <5f the Allegheny 
River. • . , , . ;„i 

In 1921, Congress appropriated enough' • 
funds for the Forest Service to establish the 
Allegheny Purchase Unit. Late in the summer 
of 1921, the Forest Service made a survey of 
the Allegheny River drainage and settled on a 
boundary essentially the same as that of the 
present National Forest. 

A lot of advance work was necessary to 
establish the boundary. The amount of land 
available for purchase at reasonable prices 
had to be determined, and the location of each 
parcel. 

To head up this work, Loren L . Bishop was 
transferred in September 1921 from the 
supervisorship of the Choctawhatchie 
National Forest In Florida to the Allegheny 
unit. 

He selected Warren as his headquarters, 
and began to secure land proposals from the 
large landowners. Of these, the Central, 
Pennsylvania Lumber Company of 
Williamsport was the largest. Other large 
land owners were South Penn Oil Co.,' 
Wheeler and Dusenbery Lumber Co., T. D. / 
Collins Lumber Co., MeKean Chemical C o . , . ' 
Day Chemical Co., Armstrong Forest Co., M. 
W. Jamison, and Elisha Kane. 

After Bishop had secured offers on over . 
200,000 acres, he reported to District Forester 
,|leed in Washington, D.C., that he was ready 
to~1»2if^ tictiva land examihation and ap* . . 

pralsal of the offered land. 
. E l V. Stone Jr. was transferred, from fee % 

Monongahela National Forest In West 
Virginia, to act as forest assistants to ex­
pedite this work; '' • " - ' ' >">'' 

E . V. Stone Jr. was made party chief of the 
land examination crew. Forest assistant ; 
salaries in those days ranged from $1,260 to 
$1,440 per year. Kay Davis and I were erp-
ployed on the land examination crew as fiell 
assistants at the princely salary of $50 i 
month. J, 

RAYMOND M. CONARRO, a native of' 
Warren, was employed by the U.S. Forest 
Service In 1921, and served as the first 
District Ranger of Allegheny National 
Forest from March, 1923, until July, 1927, 
when the Forest was reorganized into a 
"two-ranger" unit. He served several 
southern National Forests, and became the 
first supervisor of the Mississippi National 
Forests. In 1940, he was promoted to 
Directing Chief of Fire Control for the It) 
states of the Southern Region; In 1956 he 
was transferred to the position of Assistant 

^ to the Chief of Operations In Washhigton,!̂  
D.C. 

Upon his retirement from the service in 
1961, he returned to Jackson, Miss., where 
he worked with various conservation efforts 
and organizations. His efforts in this 
capacity were recognized in 1972, when he 
was named "Conservationist of the Year ' 

' by the MIstlsslppI Wildlife FederaUon, as I 
presented with th« coveted "Governor i 
Awahl." • r 

I 



" Y O U C A N ' T H E L P B U T M I S S I T ! " 
E a r l y L a n d Acquisition on Allegheny National Forest 

by 
Ramond M . Conarro 

A c t i v e i ie ld examination of 
lands offered for acquisition in ; 

. .On Janua ry 3, 1922, we laft. 
'War r en for Sheffield by street 
car . At Sheffield, we boarded a 

the n e w l y formed Allegheny i jpassenger train and got off at 
P u r e h a s s U n i t b e g a n on /Mayburg—about two miles from 
D-iCamber 19, 1921, when E . V.- i Wheeler and Dusenbury Lumber 
Same, J r . , Ph i l l ip Hciglcins, K a y , Company Camp 14. We walked 
Dav i s and I examined three lots 
in the West Branch of Tionesta 
C r e e k d r a i n a g e . W e h a d 
arranged to stay with the Kalbfus 
G a m e Prese rve Keeper and his 
fami ly while we were in this area. 

T h e n e x t d a y , b e f o r e 
establishing a base line along an 
o!d ra i l road grade and State 

from ?rlayburg to the camp, 
where we stayed in a railroad 
caboose - type private car and ate 
at the logging camp. 

On J a n u a r y 4, 1922, we walked 
to V/i lkie Standford's home at 
Hear t s Content. He gave us a lift 
to V a n d e r g r i f f Corners, then 
back to the Weaver place at 

Game P re se r / e line, we helped ^ Hermi t Sorings, where Stone and 
thB G a m e Keeper release four i a r ranged for board and room, 
"deer onto the range. They had "After eating lunch at Weavers, 
been shipped in crates from the ^ve e.xamined two lots during a 
West, ar;d were the first defV dr iv ing ra in . We returned to our 
stocked on the P rese r / e . I spec ia l car at Camo 14, after 

Among lots examined in thite having walked — in "addition to 
ar.»a were some on which a forest our examination work — about 
ilrehadbn.Ti.rfddu.-ingthespnng ten miles in s .--oakingrain. 
of 1021. V:s spfnt considerable The above is a smal l sample of 
t im^ study-.n • area recovery and the type of examination work that 
damage by the fire. The study, 
v,-a3 made for future refereneej 
[ir.d as a tie to damage appraisal 
for futurs l:ind examinations.' 

con t inued for many months. 
Personnel changes were made, 
w i t h F r a n k T . M u r p h y 
succeeding E . V . Stone J r . K a y 

Fo ' iowing the fire studies, we p a v i s r e s i g n e d to become 
established :ia.mplelot.3 for young A s s i s t a n t Scout E x e c u t i v e 
H-owth t tuaias. Then we wa!ke*i Complanter Council. Hodgkins 
to Ciai ' jndon and returned to t r a n s f e r r e d to ' the W h i t e • 
V,';irren by street car. . Mountain National Forest and by 

: May only .Murphy and I remained ' 
as land exa.Tiiners" ' 

I n Februa ry , 1922, ( lur A . 
R e i r n ? ? ^ a c i v i l engineer — w a s 
t rans fe r red tot the Allegheny 
Unit . He immediately began the 
p l a n n i n g of the r e q u i r e d 
boundary surveys. I n March , 
J a m e s Denman and Car l Muzzy 
— surveyors — were transferred 
to the Unit , and in Ju ly A . R . 
Kinney a r r ived . Trans i t men had 
a r r ived in Apr i l . 

When the survey crews were 
ready for the field, each c r e w 
consisted of a land surveyor, a 
transit man, a stadia rodman, 
and two brush cutters. T w o of 
these c rews were assigned to 
each of the four surveyors, wi th a 
t ransi t man in charge of each 
c rew. Ten t camps were furnished 
the land surveyors. E a c h camp 
consisted of two sleeping sents, 
an office - sleeping tent for the 
land surveyor and a kitchen and a 
dining tent. The cook for each 
group slept in his kitchen tent. 
One o f the cooks w a s a 
Cornplanter Indian by the name 
of R e d e y e . He w a s c a l l e d 
"Ch ie f . " 

M a n y a m u s i n g t h i n g s ; 
happened during the 13 months I i 
worked, as a land examiner and i 
surveyor assistant. The Forest 
Service on the Allegheny Uni t 
had only one official car. I t was a 
Model T Roadster, from which 
the " t u r t l e back" had been 
r e m o v e d and a p ickup betl . 
installed. This chan.ge was made 
because the Forest Service w a s 
not allowed to own passenger 
c a r r y i n g cars . Loren Bishop, ' 
Forest Supervisor, was proud of 
his new possession and kept the 
vehicle at his hom.e. T o keep 
others from driving it, he a lways 
removed the car ' s battery before 
he left town for an extended stay. 

One day, while working in the 
M i l l C r e e k drainage in E l k , 
County, we had to find a certain 
survey corner. We inquired of a 
local man , who gave us directifms 
to the corner, claiming that he 
knew the location well . He then 
added, " Y o u ' l l have no t.-ouble-, 
locating the corner. You yan ' t ' 
help but miss i t . " We did miss it,^ 
however, and perhaps it has ' 
never been found to this d a y . . . . 

One of Surveyor Denmai f s 
sleeping tents caught fire and 
burned beyond repair. A nearby 
lookout .reported the smoke and, 
upon a r r i v a l , I found the crew 
carefully building a fire in the 
heating stove to make believe 
that sparks from the stove's 
shack had set the tent on fire. 
Denman was transferred soon 
after this incident. 
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Senecat And Settlers On The Allegheny National Forest 
This is the third in the series 

of spec ia l a r t i c l e s about 
Allegheny Nat ional F o r e s t , 
commemorating i t s 50th A n ­
niversary yeai-. The articles 
describe the creation, history, 
use and management of tlie. 
Forest. Many of the articles are 
anecdotes d r awn f rom the 
exper iences of former e m ­
ployees, most of whom have 
long since retired. Some of them 
were written by incumbents of 
the current staff. 

A short biography of the 
author. L a r r y Stotz, wi l l be 
found at the end of the art icle. 
Mr. Slot?., who i s currently 
l i v i n g in Sheff ie ld , Penn­
sylvania, is well known in the: 
area as a writer, and is a 
member of the Pennsylvania 
O.udoor Writers Association. 
H'is a r t i c l e desc r ibes the 
earliest settlers and Indians in 
the 
Natic 
perie 
cicen 

• ic in i 'y of Al l egheny 
nal F o r e s t . Stotz ex-
ced an unfortunate ac-
May 5; while wallving his 

dog he became entangled in the 
l ea sh , f e l l , and sus ta ined 
fractures in both bones of his 
right leg between ankle and 
knee. Recuperation is expected 
to take three or four months. 

B y L A R R V S T O T Z 
The oldest evidence of Indian 

occupancy found on the 
.Allegheny National Forest goes 
Ixick I'J.W'O years . In 1959, ar­
chaeological digs in a rock 
shel'er at .Takes Rocks yieided 
irt ifacts of the Paleo-Indian 
Period iVZ.m - G.OCO B . C . ) . 

Ten thousand years ago, the 
cold breaih of the receding 
giaciers was sti l l felt in nor-
; i i ; m Pennsylvania. I h e land-
•ictpe then was probably part 
undra ai'.d part forested, with 

-catt^red stands of scribby 
-pruce and fir. 

.A':ro3.s this forbidding land, 
imall bands of Ice Age hunters 
•:>d their I'amiHes wandered, 
iiitowing the sp.X)r of the wooly 
nammoth. Their way of life 
Kgi a .npinadic one, and their 

only weap6h'3~were "stabbing 
spears. They dressed in animal 
skins, and roasted their meat 
over open fires. 

B y the time the first white 
man had reached this part of 
Pennsylvania, the Indians were 
bot-h farmers and hunters. But 
they were more dependent upon 
their crops for food than they 
were upon wild game of the 
forest. The area now embraced 
by the. Al legheny Nat ional 
Forest never supported a large 
population of I n d i a n s . T h e 
Seneca Nation, a member of the 
Iroquois Confederacy, claimed 
this land. 

T h e ru ins o f two hi l l top i 
strongholds, built by Iroquoian 
people6(!0 to 800years ago, have 
been found near Russell City j 
and Kane. Running across the ; 
Forest between these two an­
cient forts was the Kttanning' * 
T r a d , lised by Iroquoian war ^ 
parties in their ra ids against -
hereditary enemies. 

Mili tary expeditions against ; 
the Indians used the Allegheny j 

River as a convenimt imile ; 
leading to their objective. The i 
first of these was led by Baron j 
de Longueuil in 1739. He gained : 
access to the Allegheny River j 
by using the Chautauqua por-" ' 
tage and Conevvango-Creek to 
reach the Mississippi in h i s " 
campaign against the Chicksaw • 
Indians. 

B y 1750, there was an English 
trading post at the Indian 
village of Buckaloons at the j 
junction of the Brokenstraw and j 
the Al legheny R i v e r . T h i s j 
marked the most northerly ! 
point the Seneca .Nationa 
permitted the white man to 
establish a fur trading station. 

The only bat t le of the 
Revolutionary War , within the 
h)undaries of the present day 
Allegheny National Forest, was 
little more than a skirmish. It 
occurred in 1779, in the vicinity 
of Thompson's Island, vvhen 
Lieutenant Hardin, with : a m « i 
from Colonel nroadhead 's 
expedition, routed between Hd 
and 40 Seneca warrioi-r: ~ ~ ' 

In 1791, the legislatore of 
Pennsylvania granted to Gi ie f 
Cornplanter (Gyantwahia) and 
his heirs, 640 acres of land on 
the west bank of the Allegheny 
River near the New York State 
line. This grant of land was in 
appreciation of Cornplanter's 
'•m.Miy valuable services to the 
whites." Tlie grant of land in ­
cluded h i s own town of 
Jenuchshadego and two islands 
in the r iver . Today, this land is 
inundated by the waters of the 
Allegheny R e s e r v o i r , thus 
ending tiie final chapter of: 
Indian occupancy of P e n n ­
sylvania . 

It wasn't until 1794, when 
" M a d Anthony W-ayne"" 
defeated the Indians in the" 
Battle of Fallen Timbers in 
Ohio, that the Indian threat was 
lifted in northern Pennsylvania 
and the country became open to 
safe settlement. A year later , 
the first permanent settlers 
arrived in Warren County. Tl iey 
were mostly Scotch-Irish, and 
they c a m e in from the 
Susquehanna country. The first 
recorded resident ~ Mrs. Ruth 
(Mead) Dupray - v/orked at the 
trading post at Buckaloo.ns. The 
majority of other early settlers 
came from New York State. 

Most of the land that is now a 
part of the Allegheny National 
Forest was of little agricultural 
value. Its greatest resource was 
its timber. One of the first white 
men to pass through the 
hear t l and of th is former 
wilderness v/as Roi)ert King, a 
figure in Lhe Revolution. In l&'JH, 
a surveyor found the following 
carved on a beech tree near the 
present v i l l age of B a r n e s : 
'•Robert King , J u l y 17, 1794." 
Rut Lieutenant King did not 

linger here. He svas enroute 
from the Su.iquehanna country 
to take up farming land near 
f-'ort l-e Bouef. ' ^ 

r r 
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As late as 1832, Gordon's 
"Gaze teer of P e n n s y l v a n i a " 
summed up what was known of 
the t e r r i to ry of wh ich the 
.Allegheny National Forest is 
now a part by the following 
description: "The cowitry on 
the southeast of the A l l e ^ e n y 
R ive r was until la tely" little 
.known and scarcely explored, 
and was supposed 
uninhabitable " ~ — ~ 

F.xcept for Klnzua Township 
in Warren County, L-i which the 
first permanent settler arrived 
in 1801, th is w a s l a rge ly 
uninhabited country until after 
1825. The village of Barnes was 
settled in 1828. The 'oig at­
traction that brought in early 
set t lers was the lumber ing 
possibilities in this unbroken 
wilderness. 

Kane, on the eastern boun­
dary of the iMlegheny National 
Forest, dates 'oackto 1860, when 
Colonel Thomas L . K a n e i u i l t a 
home on the site k n o w i as the 
"Old Home.stead" in that year, i 
In October, i;'.o4, the Penn­
sylvania Railroad completed its 
hne through Kane imd west- j 
v/ard. This made possible the ! 
settlement of much of the land 
in the northern tier counties, 
and the beginning of the nodem 
era. 

' L A U R E N C E E . STO' Z was 
born in Crafton, Pennsylvania , 
and studied forestry at Cornell 
University. He was employed as 
a timber cruiser for paper 
companies in the .Adirondacks, 
and in the Province of Quebec. 
He worketl on National Forests 
in Montana. Minnesota. New 

: Mexico, Arizona, and Penn-
• sylvania. A n eignt-month detail 

'• from the U . S. Forest Service 
look him to Maine to salvage 
hurr icane-blown vvhite pine 
under the Northeastern Timber 
Salvage jVdministration. For 2fi 
years', lie was employed as a 
Dis t r ic t Hanger on the 
Allegheny N:ifie>nal Forest until 
his retire-nent in 1».;67. He lives 
in Shettield wifh h i s wife, I r m a 
tv-o dogs, and a cat . in the heart 
of thtr AU^i-lheny Nat ional 
F-jvesi, ^^•\th\n 4C0 feet of thi 

• deep woods. ' , 
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Cut Out AndTGet Out!' 
(This is the fourth in the 
rics of special ar t icles about 
Jegheny Na t iona l F o r e s t , 
mmemorating its 50th A n -
vei-sary year . The articles 
StTibe the creation, history, 
e and management of the 
)rest. Many of the ar t icles are 
•.ecdotes d r a w n f r o m the 
pe r i encss of fo rmer e m -

jyees , most of whom have 
ngsi.nce retired. Some of them 
•re v/ritten by incumbents of 

I': current staff. 
A short biography of tlie 
.'thor, L a r r y Stotz, wi l l be 
and at the end of the article, 
'.e ar t ic le is Mr. Stotz's second 
intributio.n to th i s se r ies , 
srrently l iving in Sheffield, 
.'nrtsylvania, f.lr. Stotz is well 
:T'vr< in the area as a ".vriter, 
id is a .ma.mber of the Penn-
i v a n i a Outdoor W r i t e r ' s 
; .srciat ion. H i s a r t i c l e 
scr ibes some of the early 
p n g practices which took 

'̂ vce in the a r e a before 
ieglieny riational Forest was 
•a'o1.'sh-:'d.) 

Dy L A . a i t Y S T O T Z 
uarly log>iing in fne area that 

•'nrosrnt.iy the Al legheny 
r-tiona! F o r e s t w a s con-
ntraied mainiy on a single 
N'jivi.s—Eastern White Pine, 

ip cvir'iest lo;:;ging of this 
C C I E S v.-.-is cor-iir.ed to areas 
:'vn ea;>y skidding distances 
; i : . - Ai!cr;iieny River and its 

^in triljularies. Fortunately, 
e cyj-X pine stands occur rn l 
.-isa to Ih.- very streams do'-vn 
Mcb ium;:^*r could be raited to 
?taa' iTia; ' ;;: 's. • 

The Story of Early Logging on Allegheny National 
Forest 

The firsT'Tavvmill in Warren i 
County vvas established in 1300. i 
It was an overshot wheel water- i 
powered mil l . Pine timbers i 
from this mill were rafted to [ 
Pittsburgh in 1801. This may .-
well have been the first lumber j 
raft to float down the /\llegheny,. : 
ushering in the great rafting : 
days which formed such a : 
colorful part of the ea r ly 
logging era. B y 1820, Tionesta 
Creek , which d ra ins the 
hear t land of the Al legheny 
Nat ional F o r e s t , had 21 
sawmills along its banks. . 

In the early days of logging, it 
was a common sight each 
spring to see the larger streams 
filled with rafts of lumber 
waiting for high-water to car ry 
tliem to market, sometimes as 
far as New Orleans. Some of the 
rafts of lumber that floated 
down the Allegheny R i v e r were 
250 to 3G8 feet lon^, and to 70 
feet wide. Fleets of rafts set out 
from W a r r e n witli groups of 30 
rafts making up a fleet. 

Up until 1850, white pine 
continued to be the leading 
Sf«cies cut in l.his area. Then 
hemicck began to be cut for its 
bark, to be used in tanning 
leather, while the logs were left 
to rot in the wood.s. A s v/hite 
pine became scarcer, hemlock 
lumber made its appearance. 
Sti l l , logging of eitiier species in 
any quantity remained con­
centrated in the valleys of the 
larger streams v/here water 
transport was feasible. Along 
the sma l l e r s t r e ams , vas t 
amounts of white pine remained 
untouched by the axe up 
through 1360. 

It wasn't until after 1880 that 
the exploitation of the great i 
wealth of t imber in the Plateau i 
countrj- of the-Forest got un- j 
derway in earnest. .After 1885, 
the era of the logging railroads ' 

m-ade even the most isolated 
t imber lands access ib le and 
assured a year-round supply of 
logs for the hungry sawmil ls 

_iljat soon sprang up. 
Railroad-logging aided and 

abetted the "cut and get out!" 
policy of the ear ly Pennsylvania 
lumbermen. Investrnents in 
rolling stock, and the cost of 
building the railroad grades and 
laying the track were high. 
Huge band mills, instead of 
water d r iven " p e c k e r w o o d " 
sawrr.uls, were set up to assure 
that enough milling capacity 
was on hand to saw into lumber 
all the logs that the logging 

. trains could deliver. These band 
mills had rated capacities of 30 
to 40 million board feet an­
nually. 

The big lumber companies 
which operated wi th in the 
present boundaries of the 
Allegheny Nat iona l Fo re s t 
during the logging railroad era 
were Cen t ra l P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Lumber Company, V/heeler and 
Dusenbury Lumber Company, 
and T . D . Col i ins L u m b e r 
Company. 

In 1903, the Central Penn­
s y l v a n i a L u m b e r Company 
instal led a b ig s team and 
electrically powered handsaw 
mill at Siieffield. I t had a rated 
capacity of 130,000 board feet of 
lumber daily. But its ali-time 
production record was on 
March 14, 1923, when 337,CC<1 
board feet of lumber were 
.sawed in a ten-hour pericxl. 
Between 1908 and 1941, when the 
C.P.fj. closed do'.vTi because of 
lack of timber, some one and a 
half billion board feet of lumber 
were sawed here. 

The job of getting.the logs 
from the woods to- the logging 
railroad was done by horses. Id 
Lhe winter months^ trail skid­
ding of up to 25 logs at a time 

-frter snow-covered ground was ' 
accomplished over distances of 
up to a mile with horses. For 
greater distances, the logs were 
sledded to the railroad. They 
were loaded onto sleds from 
s!<idways located at sled height. 

In the long winters of those 
days; there have been as many 
as ICO days of good sledding in a 
single winter. 

I n the s u m m e r , peeled 
hemlock logs were skidded and 
hauled to the logging railroad. 
The peeling season for hemlock 
lasted from May 15 to Ju ly 4. 
The first job after the hemlock 
logs were peeled was getting the 
bark to the railroad. Most of it 
was hauled on bark drays by 
teams, but some was hauled cn 
wagons. 

After thie loggers had taken 
out the sawlogs, the chemical 
wood cutters ;noved in and 
cleaned up the rest. They took 
the "blood, guts and feathers" 
of the tree world—cull logs, 
standing cull trees, topwocd, 
and all trees left standing th.at 
were too small or too crooked 
for sawlogs. 

It was. this final cleanup by 
tlie chemical wood cutters that 
set trie stage for the second-
generation forest, in v/nich the 
valua'ole black cherry makes up 
such a large percentage of the 
stands, on the Al legheny 
National Forest today. 

L A U R E N C E E . STOTZ was 
born in Crafton, Penasylvania, 
atid studied forestry at Cornel! 
University. He was employed as 
a timber cruiser for paper 
companies in the Adirondacks, 
and in the Province of Quebec. 
He work.ed on National Forests-
in Montana, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and Penn­
sylvania. An eight-month detail 
from the U.S. Forest Service 
took him to Maine to salvage 
hurr icane-blown whi te pine 
under the .Northeastern Timber 
Salvage .Administration, F o r 
years, he was employed as a 
D i s t r i c t R a n g e r on the 
Allegheny National Forest until 
his retirement in 1%7. He lives 
in Sheffield with h is wife, I r m a , 
two dogs, and a cat , in the heart 

"oT the A l l e g h e n y Nat ional 
Forest, within 400 feet of the 
deep woods. 
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Warren, P a . 

T h k u ;;fth in the Series of 
Sjiecia! articles about .UieglieuJ 
National Fores t . com-
iT.emorating its 50th .An­
niversary year. The articles 
describe; ti.e creation, liistory, 
use and r.KTr.ageinent of the 
Forest, ^lany of tlie articles are 
anecd'->tes drawn from the 
experrenci'.^ of former em­
ployees. nvi~,t of whom have 
long since retired. Some of them 
were v.ritfen by incumbents of 
the currcn: staff. 

A short biography of tiie 
author, iioy .-X. .Marlser, vvill he 
found at the end of the article. 
Marker, v.ho served the 
.Aiieg-heny .National Forest for 
42 years, is a familiar figure in 
thervlari?nvil!-?area. His article 
describes the rather primitive 
• iie'.l.uils Oi lire-lighting used lit 
the earlv vears of the 

W.ARREN TDIES MIRROR OBSERVER. 

of th I ' S . Forest mounted on racks on back 

.-\:iegf fflerv. 

•By I^Dv \  iVlarker 
as the second week in ft 

Ma/ . 1924. on the Allegheny 
•saticnal Forest. There had 

. been no rain for v/eel<s, and with 
the high winds conditions on the 
F'orgst v.ere explosive. Then it 
kap\y^wid. A large smoke at 
Loleta was reported from 
?darienville Tov/er. the fire had 
{.•̂ ken off like a scared rabbit. 
Clir orgcini.zed fire crewsl-it it 
hard, and we thought Vy-e had it 
i-aile'd dov»n by dark of that 
same riny. But an erroneous 
report by a line scout had 
caused a shitting of line crews, 
and the .'iie—diiven by high 
vvinds—ruared cut of control. 

, Several-line crews had to run 
for their lives due to 
iL-iauthorizod backfi.nng. Within 
t%vo days, "ri.o fire had covered 
abi.ut 10 •OO acres, and Vvas stili 
burning. By then, a sy.scennatic 
cL*?ack 'va ; marie. 

'• . v- i c ' i n e '-y 

.-. ; :e i^.ils Ne^; area. 
A st-a Gt i Miing slash, dotted 
wii.h choiiiapdj of cords of 
cliemica! .vood. was aflame. 
Bering first d;iy, high winds 
carried t;;i flarTies through t;:e 
slash as fns! as a bursa could 

f i nien were trnns-
! ':ie Loleta Firo to 
Creek r'ire. Fire 
s '.vere set up at 

Th»n three base 
.ŝ t up. By the 

the second day, 
p.T^onn?! arrivfxj 

Ohi-'fs " l i -nc^ 'in 
.^i'.iOi'.g thsm v.'as 

ri.:n. 0-;er 

l i e 
headq-ir:;:r 
O.- l i 

•'•;.n L.e 

the Chief 
Service—Col. vviiliam Greeley. 
Additional overhead, soon 
arrived from oiher National 
Forests, and the big job of 
ccntroUing ti:e Bear Creek Fire 
and holding ihe Loleta Fi re was 
undertaken. .An estimated 2,0i» 
n-;en were v.'orking around tlie 
cli.x:kon'oothfires. Entireto^yns 
were cleaned out of food bought 
to feed the fire crews, and fire 
tools arrived by the carload. 

Feeding all these men was a 
herculean task, but the lu.naber 
camp cor.'his took it in stride arid 
turned out t'ni-ee regialar meals 
a day, plus one at midnight, for 
the li.'-.e craws. 

When tiie Bear Creek Fi re 
was finally controlled, it had 
burned over an estimated i3,Qt:o 
acres. Patrol crews were kept 
on this fire until July 4th. It cc^t 
more than a million and a half 
dollars to foncrol. There was a 
heavy loss of cut timber and 
chemical wood, and the Penn­
sylvania Gas Company suffered 
extensive damage to gas wells 
and pipelines. 

Many lessons were learned by 
ai r the men who worked on the 
Bear Creek and Loleta tires. 
They learned what 
organization, cooperation, and 
good supervision meant in fire 
control. Th? public as a whole 
lear.ned how destructive forest 
fires could be. 

In tiie early days on the 
Allegheny, most phone lines 
were of the single wire, 
grounded type, and v;ere not to<i 
reliable. These lines were often 
lo.:al ones, ar\ few of them 
were connected by iiaes to other 
communities. 

.As telephone service i.Ti-
proved in the rural areas, 
metallic circuit line.s, consisting 
of two v/ires, replaced the old 
iingle-wire ?^rounded lines, 
i'lese VM/-" biiok.^i into lines vi 
ii:e or-ii \.'i^niipne Oimpanv, 
inaking liiig-discance calls 
possible. A lookout on a fire 
tower could then call anyplace 
on the Forest where there was a 
telephone available. -

On a big forest -ire. m^siages 
v.'ere often carried by line 
scouts and messengers. Then, 
in t'ne mid ninefeen-twenties. 
the Forest Service obtained 
Work! War I s^upius emergency 
wire from, th.e Army Signal 
Corp.s. Ti icy also secured 
.sia-plus fiild tL'lephones, which 
were equipp-:-d v/ith hand 
generators and tclcyaph keys. 
The insulated ernsrj;ency wire 
v;zi on portable 3̂poo!3 which 
he'.d.lui.Ofoet of v,irr-. For u.>e tn 

packs. Oiie end of tti'eXvTre was 
tied to a tree; the backpack was 
loaded on a husky man's 
shoulders, and he took off for a 
point w ' lere fif;id corn-
m.unicatioiis were needed. 
Battery cperated phones were 
hooked into the line at various 
points. Trouble often developed, 
because the wire v«as old and 
the insulation would strip off 
where it rubbed a.gainst sharp 
recks or ti-ees. This would cause 
the line to s'nort oat. If the forest 
fire went cut of con'rol, a^iother 
section of emergency telephone 
line had to be strung out. 

When reliable two-way radios 
finally ca.T.e into the picture, 
years later, direct com­
munication by radio to the fire 
tnv.-ers became routine. lUubile 
radios became standard 
ec;uipment on fire trucks, and 
portable radios were used on 
the fire line so that '•lokouls and 
the' fire dispatcher could be 
advised of the progress of fire 
control, and the need for sup­
plies, equipment, and relief 
crews. 

-f-t--!-
HOY A. M A R K E R , better 

Iciowri as "P inky ," began his 
Forest Service career on the 
Megheny National Forest in 
1923, and" in 1925 was assigned 
as a field assistant to the first 
district ranger of the Alleghe.ny 
Purchase Unit. For the next few 
yeai-s, he worked in fire control 
and fire prevention in the 
summer, and cbaring tiie winter 
did land e.Kamination work and 
supervised road and t ra i l 
crews. 

June 2 , 197.3 
( uring the early j:C(^t-i.ii 1X4. 
Pinky helped prepare for the 
coining of the Civilian Con­
servation Corps program 
(CCC). About 1936. lie worked 
v.'ith the State Emergency 
Relief Board to choose a 
location for a camp for the 
unempiavi.'d; later he con­
tributed to this program by 
organizing ISO men into working 
groups. 

In 1965, Pi.nky ser\ed as the 
first .Afiministrative Officer at 
the newly organized Blue Jay 
Job Corps Ci;nter. It was from 
this position t'nat he retired in 
1966, after -;2 years of dedicated 
work and experience on the 
Allegheny National Forest. 

I 

A Saga ut E a r l v Fir<* Coittrol .Methoils A n d 
C o m m u n i c a U o n s S y s t e m s on the 
Al legheny National F o r e s t 



WAR.REN TIMES MIRROR, Warren, P a . ^ - June 9 , 1973 

1 

I T n 
eei no 

«I . . . . . . 

J l h i s i s the sixth m the series 
oT spec i a l a r t i c l e s about 
Allegheny Nat ional F o r e s t , 
cornmemoratung its 50th A n ­
niversary year. 

Harry Jefferson spent nearly 
70 years imniersed in the work 
of the forest—beginning his 
career at the age of 15 and 
continu'uig his interest long 
after r e t i r ement w i th 
fasc ina t ing recounts of the 
colorful history of the logging . 
industry and its methods. A 
short biography wilfbe found at 
the end of this ar t ic le . ) 

F R O > l T H E M E M O I R S 
O F H . A R R V J E F F E R S O . N 

'"As a boy at home, I ' ve seen 
as high as 25 or 30 teams of 
h.orses go by our.house (in a 
day) going to .-Arroyo or Port­
land M i l l s , " I n these words, the 
la te H a r r y P a u l Jefferson 
began dascribing some of his 
earlier, life-long e.xperiences in 
the forests of the Allegheny 
Plateau. 

Harry Jefferson w a s a native 
of Lake City, Pennsylvania, in 
E l k County. He started working 
in the woods at the age of 15. In 
a long and varied career, he 
served as a lumberjack, a camp 

-superintendent in charge of a 
C i v i l i a n Conservat ion Corps 
Camp, on • Allegheny National 
For'ist, as a foreman a.nd in­
structor far German and Italian 
POW's during V'l/orld War I I , 
an,d as safety engineer for the 
A m e r i c a n P u l p w o o d 
Association. F rom tdiis lifetime 
of work in the woods, Jeff 
de'scribed some of his im­
pressions in a series of tape 
recorded interviews for the 
Brockway Historical Society, 
Brockway, Pennsylvania. 

Tne teams that Jeff saw 
passing by his house as a boy 
were pulling wagons loaded 
with hemlock bark for the 
tanneries. E a c h wagon was 
fitted with a sort of cradle made 
of .staS-io. Tho fStakes fitted into 
holes in the bottom of the wagon 

bed. According to Jeff, they 
piled the bark "way above the 
stakes; as high as they cou] d get 
it. That made a tremendous 
load. They moved ai l of that 
bark out l)efore bad weather 
cams in the f a l l . " 

Jeff remembered other ways 
of getting the bark out of the 

-—woods, too. "On s t e « p 
hillsides., ,they r an their bark 
off in chutes." The chutes were 
flat-bottom troughs made of 
wood, dosvn which the bark 
would slide. Another method 
used was the two-horse dray—a 
slide-like affair about ten feet 
long that 'Svould haul a cord 
and a half or two cords." 

Hemlock bark is rich in tannic 
acid, a necessary ingredient for 
the tanning of leather. In the use 
of the early forests, hemlock 
bark was a valuable product. In 
m.ost instances, it had far more 
value than thelogs that could be 
cut fro.m the tree. 

Moving the bark was quite a 
chore when you consider that 
each piece had to be loaded and 
unloaded by hand. NV 
mechanical equipme.nt existed 
for handling it. 

B a r k peelers moved into the, 
woods, early in the year, ac-
cordi.ng to Jeff. "They peeled 

... bark.from the 15th, of-May— 
' depending on an early or late 
spring—until the 2.5th of July, 

. depending on how wet or di-y tiie 
season was. The latter part of 
Ju ly , the bark would tighten (on 
the trees) and you couldn't 
depend on every tree being 
used. 

"Most bark was peeled on a 
piecework bas i s . As I 
remember, we got around a . 
dollar and a half <H- a dollar and 
seventy-five cents a day. (We 
worked a five-man crewK . .two 
men on tne crosscut saw, felling 
and cutting logs; one man 
'fitti.ng' the bark; one man 
spudding. The fifth man turned 
the log and bumped the kniits. 
' ihat's cutting the knots flu3n 

with tne tree (using) a ciouMebit 
axe. The weight of a doublebit 
axe in bark peeling days ran 
from 3 to 4'.^ pounds. 

"VVTien the bark j-jeeling was 
over, the bark peelers.as 3 rule, 
went out to town.. . i n the 'teen.s 
and up through the. 'twenties 
and through the early 'thirties, 
there would be in Sheffield as 
h i gh - a s -300 l u m b e r j a c k s 
(converging) on that town in 24 
hours, a l l with their money. And 
they had i t . Tney were paid by 
the cord (of ba rk ) . ITiey were 
paid by check. T h e y weren't 
paid in gold." 

The tanning industry has gone 
from the Allegheny Plateau, 
l l i e bark peelers a re gone from 
Allegheny .National Forest and -
other torestsof the Plateau, and 
Harry Paul Jefferson is gone, 
too. The forests r e m a i n -
renewed and v i g o r o u s ^ 
providing wood, water, wilri '/fe, 
and pleasure to coupiless 
Americans. . 
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. E D I T O R ' S N O T E : T h e 
quotations in tiiis story are 
ta'Ken from a series of recorded 
interviews of Harry Paid Jef­
ferson, late of Camp Jeff, Owls 
Nest, Star Route, Kane , P a . Tiie 
interviews were arranged and 
conducted by members of the 
Brockway Historical Society, 
Brockway, Pa . . Permission to 
u;;e the tapes was granted by 
the. Socie ty to Al legheny 
National Pnrest. 

H A R R Y J E F F E R S O N 
passed away in AVarren on 
February 20, 1973, at the age of 
83, A native of Lake City, V a . 
( E l k County), he began work ng 
in E l k County lumber cam.ps at 
the age of 15. 

About 1909, lie began working 
on the Tionesta Valley Railroad 
in Sheffield, later opening a 
soda shop there and con­
currently serving as Sheffield's 
Oiief of Police. From 1928 to 
1932, he was Sheriff of Warren 
County. 

He began his Forest Service 
career as a superintendent in 
charge of various CCC camps 
on the Al legheny Nat ional 
Forest. In 1942, he transferred 
to Philadelphia, serving as an 
inspector of the Ai r Warning 
Service on the east coast, and 
Lnterceptor Commander and 
T r a i n i n g I n s t r u c t o r for the 
Timber Production WarPi-oject 
Personnel, all for the U.S . 
Forest Service. In 1945. he was 
ernplnyed as a national safety 

.and training officer for the 
A .m e r i c a n P u l p wo o'd 
^\s.sociation, retiring from this 
position in 1962. 

H-e busied himself during his 
retirement f-eiling pulpwood to 
the i iammermil i Paper Co., 
se rv ing as C i v i l Defense 
Dln.'CLoV for Spring ' Crc"!« 

Township ( E l k County), n;ir-
ticipating in the activities of 
historical societies, the Boy 
Scouts, and Sheffield's Johnny 
.Appleseed Cornmitti?e; and", 
being g r e a t l y interested in 
preserving the old skills of 
lumbering, he showed his slides 
and lectured on early timbering 
to various social and church 
groups. At the age of- 81, he 
iiewed square with a broad axe 
two logs nearly two feet .in 
d iameter . One of these I s 

preserved in the Heart 's Con­
tent area of the Allegheny 
National Forest to show how 
logs were prepared for raft 
transportation a century ago. 
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'^^''^ber^les^ ancmjnher Utilization 

/Ulegheny National Forest 
on 

This i> jnf> seventh in the 
series of special articles about 
Allegheny National Fores t , 
commemorating its 50th An­
niversary year. The art icles 
describe the creation, history, 
iLse and management of the 
Forest . 

This ar t ic le is the third con­
tribution of Mr. L a r r y Stotz to 
the series, and discusses past 
and present practices on timber 
sales and concerrung tim.ber 
utilization. 

Currently living in Sheffield 
and recuperating from a broken 
leg, suffered while walking his 
dogs (there was some disagree­
ment among the dogs as to 
which direction they were going 
to go next) , L a r r y is wel l known 
as a wri ter in this area and a 
member of the Pennsylvania 
Outdoor Wri ter ' s Association. 
He retired from the Forest Ser­
vice in 1^7^ 

B y L a r r y Stotz 
Sca t t e red among the old 

slashings that dominated the 
n e w l y f o r m e d A l l e g h e n y 
i.'ational Forest were islands of 
cuiled-over old growth r.innber. 
Ke.'-e, ihe chemical wooucutter 
had not penetrated. I t was here 
that the first sales of saw-
t imber we re made on the 
Allegheny. The first big .sale 
v/as made in 13"23, v/hen ."535,000 
board feet of hemlock and 
m i x e d h a r d w o o d s w e r e 
harvested. 

I n these cu l led-over old 
growth stands, most of the 
tim'oer of sawlog size was 
heavily defective. But v.hen the 
myth of an endless supply of 
timber had died at the end of 
the "cut out a.nd get out" era of 
log.ging, second-generat ion 
lumbermen were v/iiling to bid 
c^-ti.'P.WF' sales in culled-over 
old growth stands. 

On these e a r l y J V a t i o n a l 
Forest tim'oer sales,' trees"were 
marked selectively 'oy foresters 
who estimated the number of 
board feet, by species for ap-

' praisal purposes. After a sale 
was advertised for 30 days, it 
was awarded to the highest 
bidder. A l l logs were scaled at 
the stump by a Forest Service 
scaler before they could be 
removed Atom the sale area. 

Two-man crosscut saws and \ 
double bit axes were used by \ 
the felling crews. Most of the i 
skidding of logs was done by 

horses, and the logs were often 
l o a d e d onto t r u c k s f r o m 
s k i d w a y s by sheer m u s c l e 
power. 

Through a series of selective 
cuts at 10 to 20 year intervals, 
these stands of timber could be 
expected to be whipped into 
shape for intensive* manage­
ment. As the defective and 
mature trees were cut, young 
growth vvas e.'^pected to spring 
up through natural re-seeding in 
the sm.all openings created. 
F r o m these thrifty trees were 
to come future s a w t i n i b e r 
crops. 

But as .Robert Bums so aptly 
put it, "The best laid schemes 
o' mice and rnen gang aft a-
gley." " 

An over -s ized deer herd 
destroyed, or Ijadiy crippled, 
the seedlings that came up in 
the smal l openings created by 
selective cutting. Herd reduc­
tion was too little or too late to 
mainta in a proper h.a'ance 
between the deer and their food 
supply. S t i l l , the s e l e c t i v e 
system was practiced .U'e 
Allegheny National Forest until 
1060. 



About the time the last of the 
"culled-over old growth patches 
had been re-logged under the 
select ion sys tem, the fast-
g r o w i n g b l a c k c h e r r y 
dominated the new forest that 
h a d r i s e n f r o m the g r e a t 
slashings. Enough trees of this 
valuable species had reached 
pulpwood and smal l sawlog size 

to permit large increases in the 
allowable cut on the Forest . 

I t was the chemical wood 
cutter, following hard on the 
heels of the logger and bark 
peeler, who had set the stage 
for the big takeover by black 
cherry. Ca l l i t destructive cut­
ting, slashing, or plain clearcut-
t i n g , , i t had n e v e r t h e l e s s 
provided idea! conditions for 
such a catastrophic species as 
black cherry to become es­
tablished and" thrive. Along with 
black cherry, other valuable, 
light-loving species were com­
ponents of the new forest. Chief 
among these were white ash 
and red maple. 

S e l e c t i v e cu t t ing in this 
s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n f o r e s t 
rem.oved "poor r i s k " trees of 
sawt imber s ize. I t provided 
more l iving space for crop trees 
through removal of pulpwood 
trees i n ' thinnings. The most 
valuable trees on these sale 
areas were black cherry of 
veneer log quality, and white 
a s h c o n t a i n i n g ba t s tock 
mater ia l . 

V/hen the- changeover was 
;:;ade from .^caie ..;3ies to cree 
measurement sales, both the 
timber operator and the Forest 
Service benefitted. I t provided 
more fle.-cibiiity for both. In 
t.-ee measurement sales, the 
maker carefully determines the 
net volume of board feet in each 
tree he marks for cutting, and 
grades the tree to establish 
lumber '/aiues. The purchaser 

of the timber accepts the tree 
estimate on the sale area as 
final. 

In 1960, uneven-aged manage­
ment (selective cutting) gave 
way to even-aged management 
( c l e a r c u t t i n g ) in the ad­
m i n i s t r a t i o n of the t imber 
r e s o u r c e s . T h i s w a s no 
wholesale throwback to the 
system of slashings that had 
created the great "Allegheny 
brush heap." Actually, most of 
the area cut over in any single 
y e a r would be s e l e c t i v e l y 
thinned—not clearcut. The tota"l 
acreage that could be clearcut 
in any year would not exceed 
one percent of the operable 
timber stands on the Forest. No 
single clearcut could exceed 50 
acres in size. Under even-aged 
management, it would take 100 
years to clearcut the Forest. B y 
then, there would be even-aged 

blocks of timber from seedling 
. size to mature timber dis­

tributed over the Forest. 
As long as there are strict 

grading rules tor lumber, many 
trees ripe for cutting wi l l not j 
pay their way out of me wcwis. ; 
Some of these w i l l go into j 
pulpwood. but the demand for • 
this product is lim/ited. The day > 
may come in the distant future i 
v/hen nearly every part of the : 
tree wi l l be utilized except the • 

i sound of it crashing to the 
\d when the chain saw j 

bites through it. — " " ^ : 
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[l^^iA^^^ ^<^fore.slallon On The Mler/heny \aliofial Foresl 

Tr^i i i cna eigntn m tne series 
of spec ia l a r t i c l e s com­
m e m o r a t i n g A l l e g h e n y 
National F o r e s t ' s F i f t i e t h 
^Anniversary year . Th is article 
descr ibes the t remendous 
piarung job done in the ear ly 
years of the Allegheny National 
Forest, particularly the 14,0CO" 
acres w h i c h w e r e p lan ted 
between 1028 and m 9 . 

.A. short biogrataiy of the i 
auii.or, Vv'.C. Curnutt, wil l be-
found at the end of the article. 

Curnutt, retired since 1966 
and living in Roano'se, Virginia , 
wi l l rem.em.bered 'oy many \
tiiis area. 

B y V , I L U . \ . M C. C U R N U T T 
l.T the spring of 1931, an ex­

tensive Planting survey was 
made rv. th.e .Allegheny .National 
Forest, svith the survey crew 
headquarters at Owis Nest—a 
pu.-r.pir-g station for the Penn­
sylvania Gas Company. Here, 

r w m . t ' jard. and office space 
.-re •-.•<:-ired from t.he g.as 

. -.c .s .Nest fire 'in i9-';H had 
c.ev?..-stated thousands of acres, 
from Spring Creek east to Owls 
.\'t:s;. across Bear Creek and 
0 ; : i r i^jn t.: Mii l Creek—near 
R : ;xway . i ronical ly. Owls Nest 
territory v.as not planted for 
ypu:";. because of the l-.eavy 
d t r r pr-puiation. 

L.ile-', planting surveys were ; 
rru-.'ie in .Mill Cre»k, Spring | 
CVt-k, ;..o'.eta, Seidom Seen, \ 
Sa;..iOrt Creek, Mil ls tone, j 
fJrc.:ki:on. Hickory Creek, and i 
m i n y •^r';ier old burns. The • 
r-:..r:,ose cf :he dancing survey ; 

ti.-. map piantable areas, i 
i'S-.d hj determine the best 
.=:~ec!es lo oiant. — , 

According to my diary, it 
rained on 23 of the first 34 days 
we were on the job at Owls Nest. 
G . L . V a r n e y , the D i s t r i c t 
Flanger from Marienville, was 
in charge. He was a salty 
Y a n k e e f rom Maine . One 
morning before leaving for 
another day of fighting gigantic 
b l ackbe r ry b r i a r s , I a s k e d 
Varney if he thought it might 
ra in that day. His reply, never 

forgotten, was, "Nobody but 
damned fools or s t r angers ' 
prophesy the weather in 
northwestern Pennsylvania ." 
Al l summer long, I wondered 
about my status. 

From 1923 to 1930, planting 
had been completed near 
Loleta, on the E a s t Branch of 
Millstone Creek, east toward 
Hallton. In the fal l of 1931, a 
planting camp was established . 
in Buzzard Swam.p, southeast of 
M a r i e n v i l l e . About 1,000,000 
seedlings and t ransplants— 
mostly Norway Pine, red and 
white spruce, and som.e Norway 
Spruce—were planted. About 75 
men, housed in tents, did the 
planting. 

After the C i v i l i a n Con­
servation Corps ( C C C ) was 
establ ished in A p r i l 1933, 
planting commenced in earnest. • 
Spring (ireek, Gi l foyleRun, and 
Watson B r a n c h in Fo re s t 
County were planted. The_ 731 
acres planted at Spring Creek, 
between May 5 and'june 2,19:«, 
became the flrst plantation, 
es tabl ished by the C i v i l i a n 
Conservat ion Corps in ttie 
United States, in succeeding 
jears . Seldom Seen, Porter 
F a r m , B e a v e r .Meadows, 
Salm;on Creek, Brookston, and 
Nnnsen were reforested. Vast 
areas near Wet more and Red 
Bridge were planted. T.he CCC 
and various relief programs 
provided hand labor to clothe 
old burns and other large 
openings- wirh a blanket of 
green. 

Planting was carried out on a 
reduced scale in the late thirties 
because of excess numbers of 
deer. .Many peopie believed that 
the heavy a n t l s r l e s s deer 
harvest, in. the thirties had 

decimated the hei"ds, but much 
of the browse in the g^?cnndr 
growth timber had grown out of 
r each of the deer . S e v e r e 
winters, with heavy snowfalls, 
had brought death to thousands 
of deer through starvation. I n 
one drainage alone, we found 
over 200 deer that had died of 
starvation. The stomach con­
tents of many of these deer were 
examined . T h e y conta ined 
most ly hemlock , mounta in 
l au re l , and rhododendron— 
starvation fare for deer. 

When the deer herds were 
gradually reduced, t ree plan­
ting was resum.ed. Beginning in 
1940, enrollees of the B u l l Hil l . 
C C C C a m p , near Sheff ield^ 
planted the Hunter Es t a t a near 
E i s e n b r o w n Corne r s . T h e 
Pennsylvania Society of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution contributed funds to 
assist in the pianting of this 
area, which became a p.art of \ 
the Penny Pines Plantations. A 
total of 254 acres, in four • 
plantat ions, consti tuted the 
Penny Pines Plantations on the 
Allegheny National Forest. 

I n the fal l of 1949, contour 
plowing was carried out on 235 
acres of open fields that had 
once belonged to the 
Economites. The next .spring, 
pianting of tree seedlings v-̂ as . 

»done in the prepared furrows. 
Planting bars were used to 
plant 100,000 each of red pine-
and European L a r c h , aud 4,000 
Scotch Pine. =u 

•Before planting began, the 
role that the Economy F a r m 
plantat ions would p l a y as 
wildlife habitat in future years 
vvas taken into considi-ration. 
Loca t ions for wildlif-e food 
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strips were staked out through 
'}Vs centers of the plantations. 
' l l ;e fo<.":d strips were '.A feet 
wide, and foiiowed the contour. 
They were left implanted until 
• 95". B y then the plantation 
t r ies were large enough that 
deer couldn't damage them. 
Pi'ior to cultivation, the food 
strips were l imed and fertilized. 
Then they were plantetl to 
alsike and ladino clover by a 
P e n n s y l v a n i a G a m e Com­
miss ion w i l d l i f e habi ta t 
development c r sw . The "new 
I x ' k " in forest plantations on 
the -Miegheny meant more than 
just future crocs of sawtim.ber. 
IC also meant improved habitat 
for wildlife. 

During the 5<>-year history of 
the Allegheny National Forest , 
19.&21 acres cf idle land have 
been planted to trees. Of this 
'ijtai, k . a x ) acres were planted 
between 1923 and 1939. 

V v I L U . \  C . C U H N U T T was 
barn "on the banks of the 
Wa'oash" in Indiana. He studied 
forestry at Purdue University. 
He sei^/ed on National Forests 
in G e o r g i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
Maine, Vermont, West Virginia , 
and Virginia . For twelve years 
he w a s employed on the 
.Alle'gheny as field assistant, 
junior forester, superintendent 
of a CCC camp, and as a district 
ranger. Before sen/ing for ten 
years forest supervisor of the 
Jeffei-son National Forest in 
Virginia, he was' in charge of 
timber management for the 
Eastern Region, then located in 
Philadelphia. Curnutt retired in 
lSt>6. He lives in Roanoke, 
V i r g i n i a , and spends con-
sidera'ole tim.e at his camp on 
S i x Mi le R u n n e a r T iona , 
Permsylvania. 
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Thi s is liie ninth in the series 
}>i spt-ciai a r t i c l e s about 
.Mli'gheny Nat iona l F o r e s t , 
cyn imemora l i ng i ts F i f t i e t h 
Anniversary year. The articles 
describe the creatjofl, history, 
use and management of the 
forest. .Many of the articles are 
drawn from the experiences of 
furmer employees, most of 
whom have long since retired. 

T h e current a r t i c l e , the 
second fwitribiuion of .Mr. W. C. 
Cttrnu-l >.'j ihe series, discusses 
some interesting aspects of 
tarJy timber managemeni on 
the .Alie;;heny .National Forest. 
.A bioj^rapnical sketch of Mr . 
Curnni i . who retired in VJHo. 
v,i!i he found a l the end of the 
article. 

B y WiHiain C. Curnutt 
- P r i o r !o the advent of the 
Civi l ia .a Cii.nservation Corps 
fCCC) in v.m. there were no 
funds for cultural work in the 
existing ii.aiber stands on th« 
AJieglierv National Forest. The 
li.mber ranged in age from 
i^'ii-^iis :v>r!iy cut. prior to 

v 'le governm>»n[. ;o 
:; .'-s^i-'", ;a.!;i!rs stands i'ZU 'o 

j-ears tCd. 
Durin.i^'nep^'riodirnm 1933 to 

13-12. ih° r'ort-s: Servdce had up 
!<!!•'. CC(.' Camps and two 
fransie.a i;.;',;!ps on the Forest 
f'.-r a lor,-;,- source. Later , on a 
•nuch r:yhiO=:d s ca l e , Con-
icicni'f.--„s Objector and 
rVis'.ine.' -.̂ f V V K T Camps Mrtre 
•sti^bii^h-d. Kach CCC Camp 
• :d Tr^:>>->:t Camp had a total 

u i i ' : ; - : • vf about 200 men. 
' i :a ')^r5' . . i-^l improvement v/ns 
|i^;h ir: ; r i ;y , .md usually 50 

J)«JO.ny:'L:>?re assigned u> this 
t o rk iw-rr. ^.--.A cr.mp. 

nl Grow As P'asi As Topsy 
Double bit axes were used to 

fell or girdle undesirable trees. 
Crew foremen, v/ho were 
trained foresters, directed the 
work. The enrollee had to be 
trained in the proper use and 
maintenance of tools, and many 

of these young men became 
quite proficieni in the use of 
axes and saws. 

Young limber stands ranging 
in age from 5 lo 20 years were 
treated f i r s i . Crop trees were 
selected on a spacing, varving 
from 10" X 10' to iS' by '16 ' . 
D o m i n a n t , w e l l - f o r m i e d 
saplings of desirable species 
were chosen as crop trees. 
Species selected to form the 
future s tands w e r e b lack 
cherry, sugar maple, red oak, 

white ash, cucumber, yellow 
poplar, basswood, beech and 
hemlock. - ~ 

Saplings and poles that were 
felled or girdled were usually 
red maple, beech, black birch, 
pin cherry, and aspen. T h e 
latter species are short-lived 
and generally produce little or 
no mie rc ha n I a bi e m, a I e r i al i f I ef t 
to m.atnre. 

Black cherry, red oak, ash, 
and sugar maple were favored. 
These species today are in 
greatest demand and bring the 
best s iumpage p r i ce s . T h e 
versatile- black cherry, along 
wiih while ash, appear to reach 
their c l imax ,in a narrow belt [ 
which - . f 
includes a l l of the Allegheny i 
National Forest. " i 

. The beautiful hardwoo^i • 
iiands tnai are - now i-^nng 
'narvested on the Allegheny ' 
National Forest did not grow 
" l i k e T o p s y . " They were 
thinned and nurtured to reach 
iheir present s ia iure. Tim.ber , 
has lo be treat ed as a crop, not a \ 
mine, to reach m a x i m u m | 
productivity. i 

In ireating stands under 4fl \ 
years of age, the cull trees are j 
removed. These include ; 
diseased and crooked trees, j 
Seedlings, originalin-g from i 
3eed, are favored oyer stem.s | 
r.riginating from stump or root i 

sprouts. It i s dur ing this 
treatment that black cherry, 
sugar maple, red oak, ash, and 
other species are favored over 
low value, short-lived trees. 
Just as the farm.er or gardner 
favors the thrifty plants, thi> 
forester se lec t s the better-
formed trees cf favored species 
to reach maturity. 

Pract ica l ly a l l timber stands 
on the better sites were treated 
during i h e j i m e the CCC and 
l Y a n s i e n l c a rnps v/ere in 
exis tence. A r e a s containing 
merchanta'ole t i i i i l ^ r were not 
treated after a harvest cut was 
m.^de. 

F o r some reason, unknown lo 
foresters and game biologists, 
porcupines had reached un­
precedented mu.m'oers in the 
1931.̂ . Porcupines thuive on 
black cherry, yellow poplar, 
and hemlock.: The i r diet is the 
inner bark, a r d they k i l l trees 
by g i rd l ing them. C l e a r l y , 
someihlng h.ad to be done to 
reduC'S the "population of this 
destructive rotienl i f valuable 
crop trees were to be saved. 
Control measures involved the 
use of poison, made into pellets 
s'oout ihesize and thickness of a 
silver dollar. Common salt, 
Epsom salts, and strychnine 
were the ingredients used. The 
pellets were placed in large. 

hollow den trees and in sand­
stone outcrops —- Ihe favorite 
homes of porcupines. The 
poison was placed by ex­
perienced people, and there is 
no qijesiion that. the control 
measures were effwjtive. 

There . were people w'no 
clai.med that ihe p'.ircupir.e 
control v/ork killed deer as well 
as porcupines, even though the 
poison was always placed nut cf 
reach of deer. Most deer that 
were, found near r («ds and in 
fields, and were examined by 
qualified biologists and myself 
during the "porcupine cam-
piugn," iiad mei death by autos 
and by poachers' bullets. No 
evitlence w.as found that the 
poison used against porcupines 
had killerl deer. 

T h e northern hardwood- ' 
hemiock forests thai charac­
terize northwest Pennsylvania 
require extensive treatment, 

' both c o m m e r c i a l and non­
commercial, if they are to reach 
the ma;<innimquality growth of 
which they are capable. Nor­
thern hardwoods respond 

readily to cultural practices, 
and c o m m e r c i a l cuts of 
products. The forest, large-and 
s m a l l , rewai-ds i t s owner 
handsomely 'yvheit proper ly 
rr!aRa,ged. 

W l L L l . A M C. C O R N U l X w a s ^ 
born "on the ban'Ks of I'r.e ^ 
V«abash" in Indiana. He studied 
forestry at I>urdue University. 
He .s-srved on National Forest.=; 
in Georgia , P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
Maine, Vermont, West Virginia, 
and Virginia. For twelve years 
he was employed on ihe 
.Allegheny as field assistant, | 
junior forester, superintendent ; 
of a CCC carup. and . - J S a district ' 
ranger. Before serving fctr ten 
years as forest supervisor of t 'ne 
Jefferson National Forest in 
Virginia, he v/as in charge of 
limber managemeni for the 
Ea.s:ern Region, then located in 
Piiiladelphia. Cumuli retired in 
IBtiC. He lives i n Roanoke, 
V i r g i n i a , and spends con­
siderable-time a! .his camp on 
S i x Mi le R u n n e a r T i o n a , 
Pennsylvania. •• 
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Tti is ia the tenl l i in the serieiS oi 
s p i c i a i articiaa about .Uie^heny 
N i t i o n a i t'oie^it, commemorat ing 
iha F l i n e t i i A n n i v e r s a r y year . I t 
i.3 the fourth contribution of t .Arry 
S t o t j to tne seriea, and uescribes 
th* work, p a j t a n d present, of a 
Dia tr i c t R a n g e r w i t h the F o r e s o 
Ser / i ee . 

A l t a r 20 years a s a D i s t r i c t 
P.itn,?2r on the AUeg.heny Nat iona l 
F o r a s t , M r . Stota reUxed to She i - i 
field m 1S57. Wel l -known i n this, 
a i ^ a for hla abi l i ty w i th 

I n 1023 and for m a n y y e a r i af- j^nd, were active, and the general 
ter. the w o r k of a D i s t r i c t R a n g ; : _ g ^ i c began to take a i ;ancr«*s^- ig , 
er was main ly cusCOfiial Ln nature, interest in how their Nat ional F o r -
T h e Nat iona l F o r e s t had not yet ests v/ere being managed, 
come into iheir own. I n the W&jt,: a R a n g e r in the 5od:hweat4 
they were largely i.n.accessible to jj iy ••brief ca^e" had been a sacdle- i 
the general public, and the pubii-; • hâ g_ and much of my t i a v e l had 
image of a R a n g e r w a s that of a jj^en on horseback. M y contacts 
m a n w e a r i n g a World W a r I vint- j^ad been mosUy w i t h calt lemen,} 
age, sUEf-brunmed campaign hat, sheepherdera, homeateaders, and! 
and ridhag a horse; or of a "timber ooeratora of "pecker.vood" saw - j 
beast" wei ir ing -'high-water" pants, j^j i t^. ]3ut on the Al legheny N a - ' 
caulked boots, and a checkered tional Fores t , w i t h 4T .nrhlUoa peo-; 
shir t , and c a r r y i n g a double hit l iv ing within 300 a ir miles of; 
axe. , center of the Woreat, and most \ 

I n 1947, when I transferred f r o m ; 'C&^^ from urban area^, a tre - i 
the S a n t a F a Nat ional F o r e s t in j niendous public rslation.s job wa.s | 
N e w M e x i c o to the Al legheny, | indicated. ^ 
there were only two P-anger D l s - ' 
tr icts on the F o r e s t — t h e Northern 
ass igned to the Nor thern D i s t r i c t ' 
and the Southern D i s t r i c t s . I w a J " 
a s D i s t r i c t R a n g e r — a position 
w h i c h I held untU I ret ired from , 

I aocn found myself c a r r y i n g the 
conservation m'essage to the public 

J h r a u g h a weekly newapap^sr col- , 
umn, wel l a s through ta lks to 
service clubs and other organiza-, 
tiona. I t wa3 obvious that the old 

the Service 20 y e a r s later . A r t V a n : cUche "If the Fores t S e r v i c « does-
K o r t w a s in charge of the South 
e r a D i s t r i c t at that t ime. 

I waa fortunate in hav ing an 
"anchor m a n " F r a n k Rudolph, a 

the! woods wise Genera l . D i s t r i c t Aa-
princed word, he spent h i j caiee.-! -sistant. B e i n g a local m a n , who had , [-̂ ^ concept or enlightened man-
a o - a i-Di-8oter and natur-al ls t j been in th-is area for yeax-3, he a id- ; orgment w a s strengthened wi th 

i ts w o r k well, the public w i l l sopn. 
k n o w a-oout it," didn't hold wate i l 

A s f a r back a s 3.905, the Nat ioh-
a l F o r e s t s had been operat ing up-
der the multiple u^e principle, t.at 

p v E E l ' K 8 3 OJF T H E B R U S J H 

T h e \V'->rk or .Your D i s t r i c t Jlang^rs 

\A<\e immeasurably i.n .making the 
-•^ transit ion from 14 years in the 

fore.st3 of the 
by "Li^-ty Stotz 

E v e i y c - e of the 154 Nat ional 
r'o(ej'..3 divided into management 
ujii-:a. known as R a n g e r Dis tr i c t s . 
T h e size, coi.-iple.xity, and workload 
of the F o r e s t detefmine.s the n u m -
b-jr -.s: Rai \ger D i s t r i c t s it wi l l 
have. 

£ a c h P.a_ngsr D i s t r i c t is under 
the t.i^f.X .supervision of a D i s t r i c t 
-rtangsr. ilt is the on-the-groimd 
iand .-manager of any.vhere i r o m ; 
oO.COO to -i'iO.OOO acres, of govern- ' 
mSri-: . ^ i i e.atite. B e i n g a highly 
'.'ir;crr.:::uii:ed agency, t.he F o r e s t ; 
S'i:v:ce .^ives the R a n g e r the a u - ' 
ci.'ori-.y to settle on-the-ground 
!;io3,; o: tae problems th.at be. 

V/h-i.'i tr.e .Allegheny Nat ional 
Fore^ji ca.ne i.ato being 50 years 
ago, \i coatair.ed- a crazy-quitc p a l 
to-.Ti :e..;e(al and private owner-' 
sS.j •..-.u-.-a its proclaimed boun-
•.i.:;ii.5. I .ai id .icquisicion by the gov-
.>;.'.rr.-?n'; 'r'-u .-itiil going on a t a 
ir.y:^; rj-.e. I n iy23, theie W3.> bul l 
.',;n-2 .r.ar.v^i- D i s t r i c t O . T the Alle--
:-'i).ir.:.- --T-nonal F,->rest. R a y Con-
arr.-.i .-^-i t.-;s i irst R a n k e r , and liis 
'••.T-:-.uc;..;i;--.s;-.3 were i . i 'vVn.rren, ac-
i-:»s :':» A'Jegheny R i v e r from'~tit8^-

ponderoaa pine 
Southern -Rockies to the hardwood 
forests of the N o r t h e a s t 

I t w a s after Wor ld W a r H that: - broken up into 
the D u i t n c t R a n g e r s l e l t the w m d s i , _ . . _ ^ „ „ / „ _ r,;„^..,„^„ ..o^a 
of change begin to sweep t.hrough 

the passage of the Multiple U s e 
A c t of i9ao. 

W i t h the increas ing workload 
and complexity of administration, 
the two Pwanger Dis tr ic t s on the 

the Nat iona l Fores t s . A s univers­
ity graduates of accredited forest­
ry schools, they had never had full 
opportunity to pract ice their pro­
fession during the custodial stage 
of administrat ion. ! 

St i l l , the changeover w a s gradu- j 
al. L i k e most other Nat iona l For-^ 
ests, the .'Ulegheny w a s 
staffed for the job it should be; 
doing. T h e "brush heap" that R ^ y 
Conarro—the first R a n g e r on the 
Al legheny—had to administer , was 

.'Wing into pulpwood and smal l 
sawlag—.size timber. L o c a l s a w - • 
milts •-•^re i inding private timber 
becoming scarce. T h e y began to; 
le ly upon Nat ional F o r e s t timber 
sales more and more to keep their 
miUs ru.aning. Recreat ionsts , in in-
creiis ing numbers , were discover­
ing the .-Vllegheny Nat iona l Fores t . 
T h e demands for s u m m e r home.? 
and hunting cam.p s ites on the F o r ­
est were increasing. H u n t e r s and 
fishermen by the thoosandj filled 
i h e .?'orest on opening days of 
hunting and fishing s e a s o r j . T h e oil 
and s a s industries, w i t h j j i s i i i ^ u b -
•suifacs rights on Nat iona l F o r e s t 

four smal ler D i s t r i c t s i n 1958 and 
1957; from the old Nor thern aindi 
Southern R a n g e r Di s tr i c t s there, 
developed the Sheifieid, Marien-'; 
viUe, Bradford, and Ridgvvay' 
R a n g e r Dis tr ic t s—each of which 
w a s named after its headquarters ; 
town. W i t h four Distri-ct headq'jar- '. 
ters, the R o g e r s of the Allegheny \ 

.Ji'aUonal F o r e s t are now bettfr j 
able to serve the g r o w i n g - n e e S s o f 
the public. . 
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