
ROB:!l:RT MARSHALL 
'\7isema:n. 
Alaska 

November 5, 1930. 
Dear Family et al: 

Electio:l Day is one of the three great holidays of the year 
in Wiseman. From all over the hills, for more than thirty miles distant, 
the ::nine.rs head for town, less to do their duty as ci tize:as than to enjoy 
the social hilarity. The die;,s;ings centering around Wiseman are so wide-
ly scattered, the extreme distance between Jack Rooney 1 s hole at Rooney 
~~e and Dutch Henry 1 s sniping on the South Fork being over 70 miles, that 
many men who have been in the countrJ for over quarter of a centurJ have 
never visited their friends 1 operation. But the general congregation in 
r.iseman at Election Jay, Christmas and Fourth of July furnishes the oppor­
tunity to keep in touch with one another and to exchange ideas and thus 
helps to mruce this geographically scattered comnunity such a closely knit 
one socially. 

As much as a week before Election Day the first man drifted 
i:n., a;.1d from then on by ones and twos and threes they came, some of the 
nearer ones not until the day of voting. In town they would group to­
gether, and talk on many matters, but it was interesting to observe that 
the subject of most animated conversation was their work. There are nine 
outfits of from 2 to 4 men sin..,dn,.;_.; holes this winter, and eight other 
single men going it alone. By Election Day most had started their holes 
already and there ~as eaeer inquiry and recital in regard to what sort of 
digging 'i7as encountered, ho'I'V deep it uas going to be to bed rock, how the 
hole lay with reference to the position of the river channel in the geologic 
age when the gold ~as deposited, ~hether there would be cross-cutting, 
if it ~ould be necessary to timber. There uould be discussion of how the 
gold might have i7ashed do·.m, different geologic theories ':7ould be express­
ed and sor.1etimes sharply contested, reasons would be advanced why such a 
spot should oe just as good as one 300 feet a;7ay 'ii"here $80, 000. had been 
taken out. But they all knew it was a great gamble and that the hard 
winter's work might not yield them enough to pay for the clothing they wore 
out .. 

:research. 
person ·,7ho 
at any cost 

It all reminded me very ~uch of scientists 
Only I think perhaps there was more genuine 
uas being told about another's uork uas not 
a recital of his 0\m acco:nplishments. 

discussing their 
interest and the 
so eager to inject 

Voting took place at the Pioneer Hall. The polls opened at 
eight in the morni:1g and closed at seven at night. There ;-rere three 
judges: HarrJ Foley, a Re~ublica:n. Jecause his father had been a Demo-
crat; George Eaton, a Democrat because he and lL11 Ham Le".7is had years ago 
been delesates to the sa.-nc democratic state coi1VE.mtion in Washington; and 
Albert Ness, a Socialist because he :n.ever could se 2 ho~ a person could 
believe ~n anythi:1g else. The voters straggled in all day long and there 
1.as much good natured banter. betwec~ theQSGlvos and the judges. The most 
important election was for terr~ to rial represe:J.ta ti ve to Congress, the cand­
ic'tates being Wickershai"l, republican, and Grigsby, democrat, and WickershaL:J.-
i tes and Grigsbyi tes violently but good naturedly urged the rueri ts of tl1eir 
candidates. But nobody took the Gl ection seriously and I think the gener­
al sentilnent r.oas well expressed by the followi!lg random remarks: 
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11 It' s a sure bet anyrtay that neither of them cares what hap:?ens 
to us. 11 

111'ihatever 7'/ay the vote goes, thi:ogs will be just the sa:.1e as eve r 
on the Koyukuk ~he~ it 1 s all over and the world will keep turning once 
in 24 hours. " 

11All these politicians have the sa::1e motto: folloc: ;:n€ and you'll 
wear dia.-:londs, othGr-;-rise I'll put you in jail." 

11Which8V0r one's elected, rre knou both of them ought to be in 
jail. 11 

After supper the judges counted the ballots. It uould have made 
Senator Capper think he w~s in Utopia could he have been there to find that 
50 out of 62 potential voters had cast their ballots and that one of them 
had snoi7shoed 33 miles to do this while two others had come 31 miles by 
dogteam. But the cro'i7d of 20 who gathered to ·.1atch the counting of the 
ballots didn't have the proper attitude for Utopian citiz ens. It is true 
they cheered violently when a vote for their candidate \1as reported and 
jeered at the supporters of the rival candidacy, but it was all a highly 
flippant procedure. It r emi:.-1ded me very r:1Uch of the cheering ue used to 
indulge in during our old sa..11dpile horse-races rnen Fastest Farm or Turk­
ish Coffee or Girl of the Gas Mines or John B. Waterhole or one of the 
other ioaginary steeds would ~~c a great spurt. 

After the votes ~ere counted tcere was a meeting of Igloo No.8, 
Pioneers of Alaska. This is the one fraternal order of the coomth~ity 
but unlike nost organizations of that sort it is almost co!':lpletely demo­
cratic. Anybody who ca~e to Alaska prior to January 1, 1906 can join. 
There are no secrets and no member is ever favored, no non-member ever 
discriminated against for that reason. All its property is shared by the 
whole co:.:Y.mni ty, me:.1bers and non"""TI.embers alike. This includes a hall 
wher~ the biggest dances are sta.Ged, a large phonograph, a library and a 
fund for ta.kil"lG care of the sick who are broke. Since there is no civil 
orga~ization in tho cor;uuni ty the Pioneers function as a voluntary coopera­
tive for perfor-.1ing many of the tas~s usually done by the local govor~~ent. 
They supervised the building of the airplane field, rais ed funds to buy 
a uirolcss statio~, protested to the P0 st Office Depart~en t on the abomin­
able mail service. It -;;as t he result of this latter action \Vhich princi­
pally occupied this meeting which I was invited to attend. Also to ·-1Y 
surpris ·:: they elected r.1e as an honorary :::teuber. 

Shortly after that meeting '.1as over, at about 10 o'clock, the 
Election Day dru1ce co!'llinenced. The Hall '17aS cro'17ded, people sitting on 
chairs and benches all the rray arow1d three sides of the 25 x 40 foot 
roon. On a platforn at the fourth end nas the large orthophonic phono­
graph which provided the ~usic. At ele~en o'clock when the dance was at 
its peak there '1ere 45 people present, 28 nen, 10 women, 7 children. The 
dances were deliGhtfully varied coapared ·.7i th outside: not only the stand­
ard fox-trots and ualtzes but al~o two-steps, schottisches , heel-and-toe 
polkas and one swell square dance. But best of all were the native 
dances. 

At about ::lid-night Big JL-:1, the uncroTined king of the Koyukuk 
eski::~os, ju:::1ped u:o at the close of one of the fox-trots a~1d said in a 



loud voice: 11Uot1 it's our turn." .At this the 11hites all claTJed a;.1d 
everybocly around me uhispered i7hat ~ already kne'.7 that they uere going 
to sta_-;e a Kobu...'lc d.t'l ... "1ce. The four olde r cskino ':70:;1en, 11ho ~1ad been danc-
ing the uhite dances continuously since ten, filed out to the dressing 
roo~. Jin sat do~~ by his big base drlli~ rrhich had bee~ sent hi~ fro~ out-
side and Hari"J Snouden and Jonas sat on either side of hir_:. This, I was 
told ;1ns a very s:-Jall group. They used to have as ::.any as 20 natives 
dancing to&ethor. 

Then Ji:-:1 started 1reatil"Jg tl:e druD, lightly at first, Y!hile he 
and Harry and. Jo:'las sa:1g to,<;ether at the to!) of t:1eir lm1,~;s a song uhich 
at first sounded lH:e just the ·rUdest sort of cacoy>ho:•l.y. But pretty soon 
;{ou noticed a stra.n.;-;e rhytbn to CVt)r'jtl:i:i.lg and tl:c sense of discord vanish-
ed. In perfect ti::-Je to the rhyth:--1 Na.J.o:ukluck, Kobuk Mar:r, Keepuk and Mrs• 
Jonas entered the roo:-:1, all dresGed up in their :-.1ost :::1agnifice!lt parl:as 
of caribou, she 0p, '1'7olf, wolvE"rine a!ld otter fur pieced tog"1ther in fanciful 
desir,n ni th a:1ir::w.l tails ha:n.,~ing like tassels all OV€r the bac;.~. They suay-
ed bac'-.: o.nd forth to the ::1Usic, a~s ;T;-.v i:'!.::; craoOfully in slou :-_otion. 
They forned a semicircle on the floor around. the :nen \7ho ·::-ere no11 singi:t¥; 
louder than ever. Ji:J kept beating the dru:.1 l:arder and har~e r. Suddenly 
Harry got up and '\7ent n~rou;:l: the ~vildest gyration8, ju:-_lped up and do,m, 
threw his ar~s fro~ side to side, t'\7isted his body and e~itted the :::1ost 
dis::-Jal yells. But everyt::..i!l(~ here too '.vas done in perfect tL'1e to Big 
Jim's beati~~ ~•d singing. Indaed t~ey all follo7cd Jin as carefully as 
an orchestra uould folloi7 its comluctor. After Harry ":7as through Jonas 
ju::1ped U? and d.anced and then Han-y returned ~gain. In all the variety of 
contortions through •.:hich tho t':VO :.1<:Jn and in a later dance Jir.J. went they 
consiste~tly held tceir bodies in cubi:Jtic shapes: the ar..:.:s and legs as they 
jUl:lpcd around would be r.eld eitb~r straight or at rig:ht arJ[.;lcs but never in 
a curving -way. The wo~.1en on the otl:er hand l:ept aluays in haroonious 
curves as they sway.:;d back and forth, going throUGh a sort of :'1uscle dance. 
Very ::mch as in their evcr~r day lives t:hey fox-::1ed a background for the 
activities of the ~-1-'m. 

But all this dancil'lt:; was not neaningless like t~:e w·hi te dances. 
The so:1;,:; r:rhic:t JirJ sang as \.'ell as tho dance had been ::;:~ade up by hi::1self 
and r r:>-;:>rosented a sort of history of his people 1 s ::ligration fro:::1 the Kobuk: 
to the Koyukuk. I eould understand quite a lot of the phrases and next 
eveni:::J.:::; Jin explained ::1c nl:at I did not understand. You ::1ay be disappointed 
in tl:e realis'-1 of the story. Before reciting it I 1.:\ust ac:d t:1a t the rords 
of t::e story 11are conti:mally interspersed with 11Ya! Ya~ Ya! 11 and 11Han5a~ 
Hanga! Hanga! 11 , ::-_:uch as r;re so:::eti::J.es sing tra-la-la-la and. doo-doo-ddo-doo. 
Here in substance is the S'J!l.'.; which Jir.1 sar..g. 

11I was out hunting all through t:he lo~g sun a:1d r;rlJ.en I got 
back I found ':':fY people r:ere gone . But I found a fe\7 old people still 
left a;.'1d tbey tolG. :.1e that everyone had gone to the Koyukul-::. So I ca:Je 
across the ~-.1ountains and I fow.1d the:-.1 1i ving at Cold.foot 17i th tl1e '17hi te 
people;. I ":7as all dirty so I asked for water to uash ~J.Y ha:1ds an::'. iihen I 
had ':7ashed they gave :::1e food to eat and coffee to driruc. I was very hapryy 
because I )me\1 ·ay people had cone to a good ?lace -:-1here tl-!Ere Here lots of 
caribou and ::1oose and sheep and bear a~d fox and lynx and plenty of fish 
and trees to build. houses. A:'1d all the white people uere very good to 
the:::1. i?hen Chris L1as ca-1e '.7e ·,7en t up to Wi se:-Jan a~1d ':78 danced and sang 
and taEced a:1d ate at the roadhouse and had a very fine tiDe. 11 

.All this acted out elaborately: a::J.aze:-_:e:lt at finding people 
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gone, tedious journey to Koyukuk, washing l:ands, drinking coffee, pleasure. 

At one o 1 clock everyo~e repaired to the roadhouse ~here a lunch 
of coffee, c~ce and sand~ishes was served. About tuo the danci~ re-
co;n:nenced and an l:our later t h ere nere still 27 people at the hall. When 
the dance finally broke up at 6:35 A. M. there were still 16 of us left. 
These included five wonen uho had danced every dance all nf,ght, Mrs. Jonas 
in addition having participated in the Kobuk dances. Ma::1ie Green had 
spent the usual busy day which the ~other of three young children in this 
country must inevitably spend; Mrs. Wilson l1ad '17an:ed up seven niles froo 
E.:na Creek through the snorr; mile the other t~o, Mabel Marsan and Lucy 
Jonas, had been occupied all day cooking dog-feed and going to school res­
pectively. Of the ::1en 11ho stuck it throut;l1 Knute Ellingson, Hughie :Boyle 
and George :S:aton '17ere all ab·:mt 70 or older. Despite their age Knute and 
George dance beautifully, in fact they're the two best dancers in ITisenan. 
As a oatter of fact, it 'r.Tas the older :.1en 11ho kept things going, Victor Nedc, 
Jor..n Harvey, and I being the only ones under 50 to stick it out. Harry 
Sno'\7den, who went tbru all the violent eskiuo gyrations, also hung on through 
the last fox-trot. 

II 
Nove:.tber 18 

I a'":l just bac'!-: froi:"l a ten day trip up the Middle Fork to help 
Jess Allen and Kenneth Harvey l:aul in their shee"_.J oeat ·.1hich they shot 
this fall, to see the count~J and to continue my study of tree growth at 
timberline. Jess is 51 and despite the loss of an ar.w is one of the 
best woodsmen in c~Jp. Kenneth, only 29, is the second youngest ~n 
in Wiser.1an. This v1as the first real r.mshing (i. e. dog-sled travelling) 
I had ever done for serious purposes. We had t'\7o sleds with five dogs 
for one and six for 'the other. 1Ve took turns dri vi~ the sleds and running 
ahead to pick the route. Our journey 'ilas 62 miles up the Middle Fork to 
the last big forks in the river, ~•i thin about 15 niles of the Arctic Divide~ 
Here Jess and Harv had cached eight sheep. It took us three days to make 
the trip out a~d six to co~e back. The first night '178 had an old trapper's 
cabin for shelter, after that we had only a tent with a stove which >ve 
carried along with us. 

My conclusion in regard to oushing without trail or prepared 
shelter may be s~ed briefly in the remark that it's the nost damnably un­
confortable w:Jrk I lrn0\7 but that the re are :::o:~1ents of exhilaration which 
you wouldn't exc:':lan.o; e for a...vthing. Most of you can drop the letter here 
but a few uith a penchant for detail nay care to read further. 

The first reason vi!::.y this nid-l'linter nushing is such damnable 
uork is that w·henever the going is real heavy, which r~1eans whenever there's 
deep snow or gravel bars to cross, you have to get out yours elf and pull 
with the dogs. On this trip such ~rk involved about a third of the dis­
tance and it see~s that psychologically as well as philogenetically man is 
too far re;:::~oved fro::J. the beasts of burden to get nuch joy out of such labor. 
The second reason is that wherever the going is just ordinarily heavy you 
are supposed to run along bohind the sled so as not to overburden the dogs. 
Its nothi!l6 to trot several r.1iles through the light snou this lYay without 
stopping. The third reason is that t1henever the goirl(::; is real g ood on 
glare ice and it 1 s perfectly legi tir.:a te to hop on the sled and ride, in a 
few minutes the nind and the 25 below zero at::lOS].Jhere and your previous per-



spiration conb ine to m&ce you so cold you 1re eve~ s ore unconfortable than 
in the first o~ second :Jis e17. In addition there are such trivial annoy­
ances as sno~ blowin; in your f ace and the depression of starti•1g out before 
the sho rt Nove~.:ber d~iGht co:·:1:;,cnces and a:Y'i) reciatirlb all day that when 
you 1 re done travellinG y ou've ~ot f0ur hours of tight n<stliug to ~et ca~p 
s e t up , 't'l'ood cut, do~fe c:d cooked a.11d su~):J e r prepa red. ~J.d then of course 
the r e are overflo~s m1~ they really rise above the elass of trivial offenses. 
You s ee ":7hen it gets r .=,al cold the river at places freez r- s solidly to the 
botto;J. This da;.11s the ..-rater Tihich is flowin,:; unc.er the ice all '."!i~ter 

and it backs up and finally flons out over the top of tho ice by way of 
so:r:c crac:::: or airh0le. Thus you find t h ese overflous of rotor on top of 
the ice. Ofte:1 they're .;-;: lazed over so that you thin1': they're good ice until 
you break throw,h. If ;.)Tou are 1:'0ari:1g shoe-pac:cs a:ad the i1a.ter does::1 1 t 
,go over yrm 1 rc all ri,;;ht. If you ' re weariDG woccasins, which are ::-.1uch 
war::1er, or if it does ::,o over the top, your fe e t get soaked and then y0u 1ve 
.:;ot to sto:p just as fast as you ca.11, build a fire an.:!. dry out. Most of 
the peo~le ~ho have lo s t their feet in this north country a nd many who have 
frozen to death had t hei r catastr0phe start on an ove rflm·'· 

But :J.OTI for ~he exhilaration, and after all one :1inute of 
that ~akes up f0r a:J. hour of the other. SonetL~es it co@es standing on 
the back of your sled, in the f e·:r :·:.inutes before you get too cold , '.7hile 
you 1 re flyins ove r s~o o th ice and living in the rhytru~ of your trotti1~ tee~. 
Sonetir.ws it cor.1es uhcn you lo ok up suddenly a."'ld notice so:1e g reat towerinG 
limestone crag, for the Hidcl.le Fork is bou..J.ded by any nu.r.1ber of rock faces 
from 500 to 1500 feet hi f:;h. Soneti::-.1es it cones uhen you feel yourself 
overcoming the distance between you and your destination, overco~ing the 
cold, overconing the hard travelling , overcooing 60 1niles of an uninhabited 
and seldo~ traversed 0ilderness. Somet i~cs it cowes over a lonGer period, 
as that norning i7hen ne ::mde that last la? on our journey to the Upper 
Forks . There rro.s perfect weather for once, the go in.; was good, and rre 
could observe thE? i7hole ~)a.:;eant of a ::1id'i1inter .Ard:tic r.1orr.i:ng g rouing out 
of a r.1id'.1inter .Arctic l"lit~~: t. It uas full starlight \7hen we started, headi11..g 
straight on the course to•.rard Polaris . After half an hour the black sky 
in which the stars t:riiJ2~l·:J d brig!:.tly and coldly co:-.nenced to turn g ray and 
the stars slowly fac1.ed. The gray beca:-::.e faintly blue and thei1 a single 
snouy pea2c in the north'ilc st shOi7ed a ti? of pin::. So t~ radually you could 
hardly notice it advancing , the piru: spread fro~ peak to pea2~ until all the 
su.-x.:li ts to the north and n-est \7e re colore d. The lJiltt k ept creepi~--; dom-1 
the slope s, chang iil{; so i;·.1J_Jercentibly in color that it '.7as a surprise uhen 
you noticed tl~ e p i n1c '7as all gone and the uhole mountai::J.sides w• re bathed 
in a .,:;olden spray, crage;y peal{:S, snowfi e lds ,dar:c spruce tiober, ever-,;rthi:ng. 
And then all of a sudC:cn, after a whole r:orning of shadoH, there was a wido 
bend in the river and a t hi~~ noon w~ drove out into the sunlisht. 

We reached our de stination at the Upp0 r Forks that after­
noon shortly aft er one . It ~as gettin; constantly colder and we couldn't 
~7ork hard enou._;h setting up co.-:1p to keep ~1aro. TJe had to stop frequently 
and 11an:1ed our feet anl1. hands by the fire wh ere the corn.r:~eal was cookinG 
for the dogs. But by 5:30 all the chore s were cot~leted and we retired 
to the well-heated tent f or sup~er and repose. 

That ni,:;ht of Nove;::tber 10 probably r::ost of you were 
spending cm::tfortably in stoar.Jheated roons in the heart of stea:.:frlcated cities. 
That ni :~ht near the arctic divi de, though tho ther..1ooeter did drop to 40 
be low and we had only a thin c~~vas shelter, we prcoably spent scarcely less 
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co~fortably. But ours ~as a si~~le oasis of wa~th and comfort in thou-
sands of square niles of freezing wilderness. That same night, eight oiles 
bela\7 us, Albert Ness rras forced by darkness to stop and he shivered through 
a miserable night by an inadequate siwash fire. 

That night also ~rked the tragic conclusion in the rooance 
of Martin's cousin, Leo Slisco. Leo 1 s father had oade a swall fortune at 
Nome. With plenty of ooney and unusually ~ood looks Leo had run riot aoong 
the chorus girls of Frisco, had married and gotten divorced fron a prominent 
West Coast actress and a night club queen, had t~ice contracted and been 
cured of syphilis ~~d ~as no~ an advanced dope addict. Broke, sick, just 
over his second divorce, he had dete~~ined to caoe to ~ise~~ a~d his cousin 
and start life ~~ain. Reaching Fairbanks the authorities jugged hio a oonth 
for disorderly conduct while under the influence of hop and refused to allow 
him to come to the Koyulm.".( by plane. So he set out over the 320 r.1ile trail 
from Nenana. There was a roadhouse 18 miles out. Leo apparently had gone 
17 of the:::1 '\"Then it r.::ust h.ave gotten dar~< a:i1d certainly very cold. Inade-
quately clothed, unused to the north country, dissipated I can perfectly 
picture the cold horror which r.ru.st have seized hiw when dar:cness ca.-ae on and 
no shelter ~as reac~ed. He probably felt that he had travelled at least 
30 r.::iles and :~st surely be on the ~rong trail, that his only hope for life 
was to return. Anyuay, ~hen one mile froo shelter he ~heeled around and 
backtracked. Next oornin.-; they picl:ed him up by the side of the road in 
a sitting posture, frozen stiff. Like so r.1any others he had only sat do\m 
to rest a minute Which suddenly beccc1e eternity. 

Next nornin:.; fro.:.1 our shelter Harvey set out straight up the 
nountain OP?Osite camp in quest of nore sheep. Jess and I started upstrean. 
We had gone a wile and a half when Harv came ~~ing up with the nerrs that 
Ness had just driven into ca~p. rrith a ness~se for Jess to return at once 
because Mrs. All en was sic)::. 17e all returned to cru:tp and found there nas 
nothing critically wron;;; but that her mind was affected quite badly. She 
had shoun traces of insanity on and off for the past trro years, appare~tly 
a co~plication of going through chanse of life. 

The \7ay this case rras handled by the co r.Y.lunity was typical 
of h011 such e:oergencies are met on this frontier. It was essential for 
Jess to be gotten, everyone around town could see that. So Marsans volunteer-
ed their dogs and sled and Albert Ness volU11teered a week of his tine and 
considerable misery and set out after us. As I have already related, he had 
to siwash out one night in the bitter cold. :But all this was considered 
:oerely the noroal neighborliness of the frontier and .Albert eX})ected no 
thanks and ~auld have been indignant at any offer of :ooney. 

It was too late for Jess to start back to Wiseraan hllat day 
but next norning he <ms off before dayli:o;ht and ':7i th six dogs malcing his 
empty sled fly down the river he reached toom by night. Meanwhile, there 
being nothil1{; to be done then, I set out again for the divide betrreen the 
Koyukult and Chandalar. The two strea::.is '.7ere but three quarters of a ;:J.ile 
apart and rrere co~•ectea by a very lon pass rising only 50 feet above the 
Chanda~p.r Valley and 500 above the Koyukuk. It was bleak and \7indsrrept 
this frigid nid-Novenber afternoon and with the then.1oneter still below 30, 
snapping photot~ra:';)hs \7ith a cut-filD ca::wra ":Vas a chilly ~)asti1:1e, to put it 
nildly. But there vras a joy in sliding on the ice of the Chandalar 40 :::1iles 
above where any other r:'ise::-.an ';7hi te uan had been, a joy in seeing the rug ; ed 
arctic divide only 10 :.1iles auay, lit by the last SU!•licht of the short 



nf~ernoon and especially a~ eXhilaration in coastillb 500 feet into the Koyu­
lcu.l::. 

Returning to ca171p I stopped at the last timber. By dint of 
~uch pressure and at the yrice of numerous shivers and so2e profanity I 
bored nine different trees. The ~~es and distribution of the timber gave 
beautiful conflr.nation to ~ theory on the advance of the northern timberline. 
When I got to c~~ I just l1ad time before darkness to cruise a quarter acre 
sru~ple plot in the heavy timber surrounding us, It would be quite discon­
certing to those who hold the co~~only accepted theory of a stunted northern 
timberline to learn that just a nile and a half away ~ere trees 18 inches in 
diaoeter. 

Albert Ness stayed i7i th us to help haul the 1:1ea t back to 
11ise:~1an. It took us six days to return because the loads were so heavy ne 
had to double haul ~ore than half the distance, that is split the load and 
haul tilice over the sane ground. It uas hard work but the nights in C~-:J.P 

'>'•ere . very pleasant. Ness is a reoarka.bly i7ell read rnan and his interests 
are wide, Harvey loves to talk about guns ~•d hunting better than anythi~7, 
else. but nhen you r;et hi::1 off those subjects he ha9 very interesting ideas. 
The follo~ing topics jotted dorm one evening are typical of the subject oatter 
of our conversations in ~hich I always let them tru~e the lead. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

14~ 
19. 

Houdini 
Heredity vs. enviro~~ent 
Genes and heredity, 
Health. 
Medicine. 
Birth Control. 
Free discussion of sex essential. 
All of us agnostics. 
DOGS. the 
Creasy, the one ne~ro in/Koyukuk . 
Race prejudice. 
What fine people the eski~os are. 
Terrible treatment of Indians 

outside. 
A hunti~~ experience of Harvey. 
Thrilling experience of Ness 

during 30 years in northern 
'i7ilderness. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

22~ 
23. 
24. 

25·. 
26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 
30. 

Geography of up~er Bettles P.iver 
Spiritualism 
Psychoanalysis. 
Protons and electrons. 
President Hardi~g. 
Rottenness of A~erican govern-
::-Jent today. 

Life in here ha?,ier than outside 
Minin..:; . 
An experience of Ness breaking 

thru ice, 
General Miles. 
Jefferson, Har.1il ton, i7ashington 
'\7oodward 1 s biography of Wash-

ington praised by Ness. 
Hypocrisy and narroTiness of 
religion. 

Crime due to exacple of wealthy. 
Big COillpanies rule lives of 

ecployees. 

This letter will go out in a day or t~ by plane, Mrs. Allen 
was judged insane last ni;ht by jury as required by the laws of Alaska, and 
consequently the Terri tory can now take her to the sani tariun at Morningside 
for proper treatment. It is a perfectly clear case of paraphrenia and she 
is obviously in the sec ··mcl stage \Vhero the patients have VTell-syster:Jatized 
delusions of persecution. She thi~ there is a~ elaborate plot to poison 
the peo;>le of "i1ise::1an, one by one, to brea2c up the school, and especialiy to 
do a;my 't'Ti th her because she has foU;~ht so hard to keep the school here. 
She has also done a lot of readinG lately on thou~ht transference and I was 
rather flabbergasted •.:hen I returned to town to find that I had flashed her 
psychic ~ess~es 62 ~iles dorm the river that there was g~oline in the coal 
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oil, strychnine in the prunes a::1d arsenic in the flour. 

Jess is all broken up but he has sense enough to se e that it is 
ir:rperati ve that she be ta..lc0n 11hm.·e she can ;;et treat:.1ent. He co::1es in 
to see me trro or three ti::ws a da3r and having chosen we as the ::-erson an 
;;ho,~1 to unburden has undi'old.ed a ~.1ost poignant psycholo,:;ical tragedy in 
\7hich a dor.1ineeri~~ fcoily, sup:-_Jression of sexual infor.:1atio;.1, a lonely 
childhood, absence of any friends, terrible fear of being an old ~aid and 
abhorrence of sexual intercourse have played a ~art . All this has ha~~cned 
in spite of the fact that i.irs • .Alle:i.1 has the best for:-.1al education of ~nyone 
in Wiseo.an with t0o years of ::;raduate work at iiellesley on top of a four 
year collebe course, and i:.1 spite of th8 fact that her brother, Dr. c. is 
head of one of the big~est raecUcal clinics on the West Coast, 

It was ir:1::_Jortant for tho hcarii'lt?: last night to eet jurors mo had 
modern ideas in regard to insanity. i\gain it uas typ~cal of this frontier 
spirit that 11hen I ·.val}::Gd UlJ to HanD.ond River yesterday to ask Verne 'Jatts, 
Victor Neck aa<l Harvey to co:ne do'.m, they drop~:1ed their uork ii.Tii':J.ediately 
and ualked the six sno"~:-ry r.1iles to torm and then after the hearirlg at 9:30 
at night tru~-;ed the six loi:~t~ niles back, all \7ithout the slightest feelii'lt~ 
of havinG done anythin1:~ heroic, 

Bob. 
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