
ROBERT MARSHALL
Wiseman,
Alaska.

October 6, 1930.
Dear Family et al:

I am now comfoptably established in my Wiseman home.
It consists of a 16 x 18 foot log cabin which I have rented from Martin
Slisco, proprietor of the roadhouse. Martin is giving me the cabin,
all the wood I need to burn and my dinners for sixty dollars a month.
He is also giving me, free of charge, a great deal of devoted help and
kindness in everything from getting me established to aiding me in my
various studies. He is a walking encyclopedia in regard to the inhabi-
ttants of Wiseman and can tell me with equal facility the exact year any
of them came to the Koyukuk or h<ilr many dogs each of the 76 adults owns.

When I was gone to the Arctic Divide, Martin fixed my
cabin with an architectural device of his orm invention. He ripped up
dozens of cardboard cartons and completely shingled the outside of my
cabin with this material. It gives the house a weird but unique
appearance. Of practical concern, however, it furnishes an ideal in-
sulation against the cold of the arctic winter. With the cabin freshly
mudded in addition, new dirt shoveled on the roof and a fine, large
heater, I am all set for 60 ~low.

If the outside is unique the inside is rather typical
of the frontiersman's home. In size, as I have mentioned, it is 18 fect
from the door to the rear end and 16 feet wide. On the south side,
where it ~ill admit the maximum possible sunlight, is a large uindow
64 inches long by 24 inches high. Through it I can look out across the
still unfrozen Koyukuk river to a range of steep, rugged mountains all
covered with snow. In the immediate foreground are the buildings of
the roadhouse which really means hotel and commUl1ity center. As you
know the closest road (also the closest pavement, railway, or doctor)
is 200 miles away airline and 1500 miles distant by the usual means of
transportation. consoquently the initial half of roadhouse is somewhat
misleading.

The height of my cabin is 7 1/4 feet on the long sides
and about a foor more in the center. The walls are all lined TIith
canvas, ~hich once was calcimined green but now has faded, under the
influence of considerable moisture, to a dozen different shades of blue,
gfeen, gray and bronn, all hodge-podged together. My walls, in good
frontier style. have their sole pictorial ornamentation in the form of a
large calendar advertising I~artin A. Pinska - Leading Clothier -
Fairbanks, Alaska". This calendar shows a picture of an old she-bear
and t~o cubs being stung by hornets &~d two hunters just coming up. It
is entitled "The Surprise Party." There are also three naps on the
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wall, but this is not quite in keeping \'lith custom. In the very center
of the room is the heater on ',7hich I cook rrw breakf'as t and lunch as ',7ell
as using it to keep tho cabin rrarm, There is a large rack above it
for drying \Tot clothes.

As one faces the door r:;y bunz is in the rear riGht-hand
corner. It has a stra'.7 mattress 1,7hich is fairly comfortable if one
shakes it up oV2ry three days. Othhr'l7ise there develops a norr-confo rmt ty
bot'.,eon its tcpog raphy and tho outline of the human body. I vzi Ll. toll you
'"hat in the Li.nc of furnishiw~s I see as I lie in ;11Y bod on a morning just
bof or-o ari sin::;.

Iillraodiatoly to my reft, ~;ainst the. centcr of the rear
vra'lL, is a bureau '7ith deep shelves instead of dravc ra, In it I keep
all my Lnnor apoa.re L, My outer {;arrl1o:1ts, Lnstcad of flying all around
tho room as is .ny usual habt t , arc hung neatly from seven hooks on the
roar rral L, I :Cl0\7 thoso ':7hohave lived Lnt Iria teLy ',7ith DO, especially
tho f'ami.Iy , Al CIL1c. Neil Hosley. Bob Weidr.,an and Harry GisDor:le, .riLl
be incredulous, but it is gospel truth. On top of the bureau is Ely
portable or thophom c and ~.1Y 30 precious records. In tho loft hand
rear corner is a t'ao decker 'bunk. The Loner berth is all nado up for
any GUest I may LnvI to to s1Je:ld the ni:3;ht 'I7ith De. The upper one con-
tains L1yco.:~1pcqu ipment r 2 tonts, 2 sloopin,; bag s , 4 pack sacks, D.J."'lair
mattress, a pair of skis and <1.:1 extra axe ,

Starti:1g f'or-rar-d alou:-:; the left wall comes a hie;h cabt nc t
'.TI. th seven sholves devoted, f ron top to bo t ton , to: modfco.I and surgical
equf.ptiont (grateful acknowl cdgncnt for selection he rcby riadc to Georgo
Wislocki, Fliss Clothier, and Dr. Winkcnnordcr at Johns Hopkins), photo-
graphic equf.pment , paycho Io-d ca'l oquip~:;':ll1t. sc i.cn t i.f'Lc apparatus (princi-
pally met.ooro l o.rtcal , cco Lot.l ca'l , and bo tam ca.L}, a still orrpty shelf,
stationery and BY Dinoralo~ical collection.

Beyond this cabinet CO:'12 Dy thr-ee fuel boxes, one ':1ith
paper tend 77000. ehav tn-;s for startin-c; tho fire, ono -,7ith kindlin,:; and
0:10 '.7ith heavy '.7000.. Over one of t.horahangs L:y Sprin(;fie1d. .30
rifle. In tho Lof t front corner is ~·W ba th ro or.; ta')lc, as it '70rQ, ':7ith
nash ~)asin. ':7ator bucko t , slop pail underneath, Llirror on the '\7all and
conb , too thb rush , etc. scattered around. Next to it, alon[; the front
71a11, is ~J.y':i tchcn cab tno t =hl ch carries dishes, cooki ng utensils D.J."1d
food. My rosorve food supp Iy I keep under tho spare bunk ')ut thero is
Ii t t l c of that s incc tho store is only a t·.70rnnut c '7alk a'.my.

Tho rnly hi,?,hbro'.7 f'ca tu.r o of :~1Ycn t i r o apar tncn t is found
in the rie;ht f ron t corner, '"hOTOarc si tua t.cd ~:y t rro bock cases. The
better one is of c rud.o local cons t ruc t l on , :'.:(1.(10 of unvarrn shcd boards
harn..or od to::o;othcr so as to cons t i tu to four t'.70-foot shelves. This
bookca so is devoted t) tho hDI.1D."litics. Next to it is '{;w sc I cnt i.f'Lc
bookshelf '.7hich cons l s t s sL.ply of too e;,?;c; crates placed end on end.
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The cont cnt s fro:'-.1',7hich;7ill b o d rarm ny comt ng yearl s readinG,

con ta in tho follm7inG b00J~S:

HUv.UU~ITIES BOOKCASE

Top sl-;.elf- biot;rnphy a~ld history

Lifo of Sir ~illiml Oslor
Life 'Of Past our
Lifo of John Marshall
Rise of the !florican Civilization
Decline of tho West
Ordeal of Civilization
Stra~30 Death of Prosident Harding
A History of Education durin{~ the fUddle A~es
Tho renaissance

Second shelf - Sociology, AnthropologY, Philosophy.

Middlotoml
Co~ing of Age. in SDf.lOa
Hlli~anity uprooted
The sexual life of sav~~os
The Golden Bough
The ~ost for Certainty
Pr%"T.1ati SD

The Ph£.losophy of ~,1illiru:1JaDos
Hunani sa and .Ar:lorica
The dance of life
Enorgent evolution
Science ffildthe Dodern ~orld
The social contract
Ethics
Tho re:Juolic

Third Sholf - Fiction

P0'i7er
Typhoo:l
Kristin Lavransda.ttor
The M~~ic Mountain
Jea:l Cristo:~he
War and Poaco
Anna. Kar cni na
Pride fu.d Prejudice
Nicholas Nickloby
S11ann's Way
Within a buddil~~ Grove
Gargantua and Panta;ruol
1m-.' ".g;.J ra an "roy
Mrs. Da'lLoway
Ere\7hon

Cush i ng
Radot
Bcvc rd dgo
Board
SpoIlbler
Robinson
Moans
Graves
Pater

Lynd
Moad
Hindus
Malino~s:d
Frazer
Doney
Janes
Jru~os (edited by Kallen)
Foorster
Ellis
Mor(.;an
';ihi t ehead
Rousseau
Spinoza
Plato

Peuch t\7o..:1('S0r
Conro..d
Undsct
Mann
RollD.:ld
Tolstoy
Tolstoy
Auston
Dic1:ens
Proust
Proust
Ra')clais
l1ilde
\7001f
Butler
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Fourth Shelf - Dro.;:w., Art, Poetry', Esso.ys

Co.ro l ct.o Wor!'::s
Plays
Lyri cal drnnas
Man end superman
An antho Io.ry of 770rlcLpoetry
Outline of ar t
Essays

Science

ML10r surgery
mcrgencios of t~0:1ero.l pr-ac t i.co
Essentinls of physiolOGY
Ap:)lied o.:10.tO:-.lY
A DD.21ual0f L1di v i dual non tal t est s

and testia{;

Tho traWJa of Jirth
EleD,:mts of ec i en t i f Lc psycho Io.ry
Socia.l psycho Io.ry
Physics of the air
The DO dynani, c s
Differential and L1te:;ral calculus
Calculus Dade oasy
Medical bioDetry and statistics
A~1introduction to tho theory of

stD..tistics
The univorse around us
The plant in r8latio~ to uater
Grouth i:1 trees
Geolor;y app Li.e d to nining
Oovc rrraon t ,;oolo:;,;ical bu l l o t t ns 0:'1
Tho friendly Arctic

Shakcspear-o
3!uripedes
Aeschylus
Shan
Edited by Van Doron
Brpon
Lucio.n

ChrLe tophcr
~ftorso & Colcord
BaL1lvrid:;e & :Me~1zies
Treves

Bronno r , Healy,
ShiD'Jorg

Rank
Dunlap
Dunmap
Hunphr eys
tied s & Raadall
ohcn

Tho:'.1Json
Pearl

LO'.70,

Yule
Jeans
Maxi::lov
I,k\.cD0w.:;al
Spurr

nor thcrn Alaslr.n.
Stefansson

NO·.7I rri Ll. corrp l ct e :--lYtnt.cr rupt od circui t of
tho roon by s tar t l rr; dO'7!1 the south or rii::;ht >71.1.11. Just to::;ofeet f ron
tho bookcase '-lY 1.7L1do'.:cO~'::".O:1COSand occupy ing the on t l ro space in
front of it is a large to. ~)lc 68 x 45 inches. On top of it aro three
lo.r:;o filL1g JOXOS, ny s tut.I cnery , 0. di c t i.onary and -- No'.7, Al, Neil,
Bob, Gis, i~olly and Pacy rzno have ';7OrJ:':oct0:1 desks ad.jacent to ;-.:0, don't
faint! Thoro is :10t a trace of tho usual chaos of pcpcr s , bo olcs ,
:-.la,:;;azinos, ~;lovcs, snorrsho c straps 0.:1d tho liko, but an irx.:D.culatoly
c l can oilcloth surface rrhcr-con I Co.:1spr-ead tho ',70rk of the '.iO:-.10:1t
-::i.thout havL"4:; first to shovel cLcan a s:-:1all space on uhich to sot
-:'1Ypapers,

Finally, leaving the desk ',70 can return to the
ri:;ht roar corner to find DO by this ti::18 ju:]piiJg out of bod, runnt ng
to the pai.)or and kiadling boxes, grab'JL1g a handfu l of each , dunpL1g
then L1 tho hcat.cr in ef'f'Lc Lerit ar-ranzec.cnt , strikL1:; a nat ch and



ic~nitin,::; the ~20re readily conbus t ibLc fuel.

II

So flI!.r I have described on.Iy r-ry l~:ost in',~,ediate no.t.cr t aI
surroundin::;s ',7hich are of COUTse tho Lcas t l:-,lportant part of cy life.
I really ought to tell you sozic bh in.; also about ::1Y hU:',l[41sur round i.nrts ,
The only t roub l c is bhat I don't )'::10\7where to begin. Thero arc 76
adults, -;-,hite and oslcrno , '7ho ~1a~ccthis cozrzuni ty of \7iso:';an their head-
quarters and I already 1.G.10'r.all bu t six. Every Si:1o:;10one of thorn
stands out in :','Yrri nd as a unique: and intcrestin:; pcr sonal.t ty. Obviously
it is L:possi1)le to tell you about all 70 in this letter so I~\less I
Di;~ht as 'I7ell ta'co 0:18 at rn::ldor:.1and try to i,;iv0 you a li t t Lo cc;li::1pse of
hin.

III

I spent the other :li::;ht \7ith old Geo r.to Eaton in his cabin
on NoLan Cr-eek, Geor;;o is al.no s t 70 and has lived pretty nuch a Lorie
for 33 years. He ta.Lzod '7i th ~:1e until after ;-JidniGht, Gohle.:;baclrrrar d
to the thrillinr; days of '98 '.7honhe crossed '~7hito Pass in ::-:'.id-'.7inter on
the trail to Dansori , ::;oin~~fo rrar-d to his prospects for the corri.ng rri nt.or
in the hole rzhLch he and SrJithy :1anw:,",akorand Jess .Allen have sunk on
Four Be Lon, GeorGe thou.zh t thore ;~li;,;ht be prot ty (-;ood :',10nGYhere, but
held been pro apec t i nz; for 33 years in the far north and he :G.1e-;rperfectly
'Iloll that 1J,:;oldis wher-e you find it." Geo rge also cxp'lut ncd to :.10,
'\7ith aap l o rcnt nt scont illustrations, '.'"Thatan cxcop tLona'l ly good carpenter
and hun tor he Clas and hO'.7his four dogs Dade the f'Lnc st dOG"tea:1 in the
country.

After a six 0' c Io ck breakfast, -,7hile tic: vera uaiting for
the dishuater to ',7arD, Georg8 ru."l''':a..cscdup for 1".18all his store roceipts
for the past year, as I ',7as anxi ous to obtain sene fil,;ures on the cost of
livin,~ in Wiser,mn. L1 the course of this task he CaJ:.10 across a
cop.ple of rolled sheds of paper,

"Maybe, Bob c " he said, "you ld be interestod in this POOD
I urate for 0110 of tho affairs they had at the Pioneers Hall. I nover
had any education, so it's "10t very :-mch, so .naybo you won ' t rrant to
look at it."

Of course: I vras anxious to see it, so Georhe handed
this pac::! to De.

Settin-o; alone in ,;w cabin
After crude supper -.7as dono
i7o<lderil1{;-ahy I never took life serious
m1YI turaed it all iDto fun.
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For the chancos I had TIero DUUY

Poker '.7US ny ~";D.:'Je
Had I led tho riGht sort of life
I ,-Ji,-:;hthavo '.70n f.1Yself fane.

It ',7!3.Sone day in Seattle
Tho fairost of fair '.70rJ0l1I f'ound
And she knocked fly heart for tho COU.1tf'o l Iorrs
In tho first and fatal round,

Our courtship ·.70.Slike a ctroo.:-.".f'o Ll.ows
.And after a couple of norrtha hurriod by
We itet:e happily ',7oddcd
Neath Seattlels blue sky.

Well, that 17D.Sthe 1)eGi:rnL1{; of the end pals
For ::--y 1110')d rras s ti 11 ru:nL1(; hot
I tried hard to for:~ot tho fast liTe
But forl~et it I could not.

I lost out on tho Sllack parties
Tho poker and cr!lp~n:-,10S I :-Jissed
The devil 1 s deep voice ca.I Lcd :~10
.A:'1ddamned if I could ro si st.

I listonod ~ot to the ploadi:'1G
Of the little '.7ife so Lov Irr; and svrc ct
Instead I t ranp'l.cd her heart down
Under -:-:.yvery f'e ot ,

Soon after our separation
To thi a Ho.lLl s cursed .Alaslm. I CC:-JO
I :7as Lucky p Lay inz; poker
So they boosted and pas sed ~.rynazie ,

Th()n I '.7ent to DixL1-"; 77ith rroncn
Th0 ki nd that ::no ,7 no shace
.Ai1dI lost li~,::a all Don do
Who endeavor' to i;>lay that GaLLo.

The dovil '.7as -:'-1Yloader
I obeyed each a:1d evory co.c.n.nd
And dz'anlt spo r tcd and ,~rrL1;Jled
With the r os t of the f'a'l l cn band.

NO'.7if I bu t had tho power
To turn lifols stainod pa~es back
I 70ulcbl t ')e so t t i.nc her-e pondcr ing
I:1 -:_1ydirty li ttlo old shack,
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"Gee), that's fino, Geor:,;c, II I s a.i.d , "that's s i.npIy s',7011. I
like osp ec La l Iy those Li.no s - over he r o - 'Tho dovil's deep voico ca.LLod
:·.1eand danncd if I cou Ld resist. 11

Goo r.;e Is 'ilri nl:l cd face \71.'..Sall a.t l.cs,

IIThatls tho part fiirs. Pinc;el didnlt lilCC at all, but itls tho
truost Li nes 1:1 the rrho Le pOOD. Of course you und ar s t.and that POOD

ha sn I t no thLv; to do 7lith ;:18 really and there I s a 10t L1 there that
i S:11t jus t so for anyo nc , .A person has to chango thint;s a li t tLo to
put then in poetry. But lIT.: atollLv; you, Bob, Alasl'.:als broken up
no r o Li,vos than C1l1Y(;od doc1:1pLace L1 the ',7Qrld. Thero Is Pote DO'\7and
GeorGo Huoy and :':yself 0.:10..:'~od al:~li(:;hty on Iy :'210'7ShO\7 ~1D.~1Ythousands
no rc in horo lost their hones by coni:n{~ to Alaska. Of courso Ilvo had
sene arTfully :~:;oocltL-:les 1:1 ho ro but if I never C8:10 iLl I Id p ro bab Iy have
a sna l l f'o r tuno nO',7!.1:1dI Id have a "7ifo yot and ~,:ost lE:oly childron
and so~,:othill(; to Look f'o r-rar-d to. My bro thcr and his vrif'e livod
to:~other forty year-s and he told. De they novo r had lot D.11YthL1Gunp Loascnt
pass bo tcc cn then 1:1 all that tL:e 0.:10..I dori! t lcno-r ',7hy it ':iould have
boon any different ~7ith us. II

Gcor,,;e :-;ot off the ')od ',7here he nas si t t i.rr; and ',7e:lt over to
the 170.11. Thero ',7["SI), 'K1.CUy f'adod. p i ctur-o l:.UilC: thoro by 0. pin. He
r'enov cd tho l)in arid handed ::10 tho yo Ll orri sh picture. It ',70.,Sof a
"o:::mn si t t Irr; conpo t ont Iy 0:1 hor-seback, a broad hat 0:1 her head, a
confidont cxpr css i.on on he r f'acc , Sho Has not bad Loolcin.; although
her PUG 110S0 ',70.Sa triflo too pront ncnt ,

IITho.tls tho nor..an that rras :',:y nife," Ocor;o cxp In.i ncd; 1l8ho
sen t :'.10 that ~)icturo after I car..e to Dcrrsori, Sho ',ms only s ixt.oon
';7hon I nar-rt cd her and I ',7as thirty. I hear SOLlO pcop l o say 0.. nan
shouldn't Darry 0.. '.70:-.1anif she I s ~,lore than ton years younco r than h ir,i ,
but god dOi.1Uit, tho.t I saIl nonsense, Me and :'.:y nifo t \10 vc ro just
as happy as could be for seven ycar s, ~le livod on a f'arr; nca r Seattle.
My rri f'o , she ',70.Sa I,?;ood0110 on tho f'arri, Kne» all about evcry th ing ,
17ehad SO:',10noic';hbors and they Id Gone to co l l.cgo and one day ',711onshe
first ;~ot thoro tho rrorian co.;o to calIon L1Y ',nfo. 110had a young
bull and tho ','TaLUnpointod to hir.; and said:

"IHy, tha t t s a fino can you Got, ~ bet you i-:;Otlots of L:ilk
f'r on her. III

IIHyvrif'o told ;:;0 a'iout it that nit;ht and she says r IIlve nevor
boen to co l.Lo.;o :mt at loast I call toll 0.. bu LI f ro;; a CO',7.111

"But I ',7asnl t sa t.i sf'Lcd, We had to ~70rk too hard, I bhough t ,
,And then ',70 had a baby !~irl and I ',mntod her nicely b rou-rh t up. i1011,
it nas lato in 1897 tha t tho r opor-t s CO:::18 1:1 of tho big strikos in tho
Yukon count-ry and I thought all I had to do rras to t'~o to Da'\7son and
I could p i ck up a f'o r tuno in a fO\7 i7eeks' t Inc, I thouzht surely I10..
;,0 back by fall, just loaded rri th ~:;old. Then I rras goin,--; Ln bus i.no s s
in Seattle and it wou l d b o a nuch bo t t cr lifo for f.1Y rri f'e than on the
farD.
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"I left Seattle on February 14 and r'":;otto Davson June 3. \lell,

I nade ~::;ood:-:'lOne7rit;ht f rori tho start. Not ~)ig Doney but {;ood .aoricy,
I couLd have nade big coney too. There rrer o t'70 brothers, Benson was
their nazio , and they rrant.ed ~.~eto :~;ointo par-tncr-shfp uith then but I
knerr they itcr : crooxs and I di dn It vrant to rux up \7i th then, So '__rhen
Ji~ Benson, he '.7as tho older one, C~:le up aid says:

IIIGeorvre , you're tho be s t necham c in tho '.7holo Danson count ry ,
and I vrant you to CO:.1ein rri th us on 17 BoLon as a partner, tI '.7hy then I
says:

IIlyou god dann dirty crook, I ':7ouldnlt norlc vri th you and your
br-otho r if you ';0. V0 ,10 the rzhoLe of the Klondike. I "

"SO I ;7nn:ed 8.'.my and tha t next sur.r.cr they took $140,000. f ron
that ground. But I rrcnt ahead and did m coIy , only you see hO'.7it
'.7as, I didn't '.7ant to ~;o 110::.1euntil lId .aado a real s tako , $50,000. I sot
for !.:ysolf. I ';7l)uld have :'.10.0.0 it too in a yoar or so. And then one
day about th rcc years af' to r I car.o to Danson I :-;ot a Lc t tcr fron a Laoycr
and he sadd L':j ',7ife Has suinG :',:8 for divorce on the ·:srounds of de scr-t i on
and that I should cone back if I rrant cd to defend :-:.yself.

'1i7ell, I ,'"':ot so ~ (;00. darm "lad I toro the letter up and I
never ansoe rcd the letter and I didn It '.7ri to to ;,1Yrri f'c D.:~ain for bc t to r
than 15 ycar s, But it really 'i7as:1't her fault after all. I f'ound that
out years Latcr-, Thore was a bundh of bas tards , cane back fro:-, Danson
to Soattle, and thoy vrent to ,',1Y'.life and fillod her up ·.7ith tho ,;00.
dazmcdcs t pack cff Lies you ever hoard toll of. Told her I ·.7nsLivi.n-; '.7ith
another UODanan '. that I \las "runk all the t uac an " I "onl t 'mo,;! "".7hnt2-.11
they ·'.i".n't toll her. There '.70..sn't a ::;0''..''..0.:.:111 '.'lor:'..of truth in any th inz;
they sa i" but you :::'10;7s'ce 1)00:)10 ar-en ' t ever happy unless th ey ! r c s ti r-r inr;
U1) t r oubLe , But of course :,1Y'.,ife ha' no ·.-rayof ::no',7in::; it ,7asn' t so
an:" then there :7as tho Emil. '\'Ihy, they! c1 think 011tho outsi ''..0 you cou l c
uri to a letter my'. Get an answer insic'.e a '.7eck an:'. naybe it '.70uF. be a year
before I over r",:other letter and ;·.,ny~)eI r:oulc:~1't c;ct it at all. 17hy,
77he:.1I '.7as builc'..inr; uy bou t on Lclcc BeIE1ett in the spr inj of 198 thore':'. be
f'o'l Io ns voul d cor;c around am'. theyl~'. tell you they nas .-;OiIl;-;out in a '.7eek
2-.:1C. if you had any letters to send outside to have then roady in a vcck
and they t d talco then out to the 1)ost-officc (It Slm..-;-;myfor a c'.ollar a
letter. 11011, maybe they '.7oul:.:'.-and::mybe they'cl just take then up the
trail a couple of ;~lilos am', bUI'"1J thee in the SUO'.7and they ci(;ht be $10,000
to tho r;001. That rras the '.70..your nat I rrorked Ln tho so days. So you
cant t tell, sene of l'Jy letters :'.,i,-;l1thave gono that ·.1ayand. she novor
hoard of no and ·.7ith all thoso lies they e;avo her it i7asn't hor fault and
it ':7asn' t ;:lYfault no i there

1I~7011,I conionccd ~~0i:1/;rri t.h the sports thcn , not zruch you
undor-stand :iecause I still expcc tcd to ::1a}-:oa fortune and CO;:10 'Jack and
shako it in hor face. Ai1d then I Id t-ake ~:~ little c'.aU{~hterback rri th
DO. She ·.7as seven years oL:1 them and she usee to rrri to ;:10 let tors all
the t i.no, She had a bcaut.Lfu'l han.Irzr-ItiI4; too, I 'n atelliIlt:; you. II



-9-
Geor~-;e --:ot U~) and u:1pL1:10c1ano thcr f'adcd picture f ro;; tho 10(';

rzaLl. of his co.'1L1.

"Th i s ".7as her. She \."c.s seven years ole', ".7hen this was taken and
0. f09 :-r(8)~S Inter she ':7as d.roondcd, ',/011, I never- fel t so terri bLo in
all ;-w -;-'~101olife. Not.hin.'; so ::;'.ec~to aioun t to any thin ~ o..:'1y:J.ore. I
just ".7C~1tcrazy. Ycs , Bob , Il(~ ~)e a r i ch raan to:~',D.yif she hadn t t diode
But I Id. boon t:hL~.dn.g ever since :-'g ',7ifo left :-.le tl~o.t overy CO:1t I ;',la(',.o
'70ul(~ '10 for ~_ly,;irlls bonefit and rzhcn she (lied I just cou Ldn l t s tand the
thou,:;ht of money no ::10rc. I just cou.Ldn t t got rid of it fast enough,
':Thyt 111.1 at.e l Li.rr; you, I :-:;avoo.',7D.Yfifty dol Lar bills rir;ht out L1 tho
str8ets of Da17son.

"lId ahiays ,-;3rJ;)lcd a little but nO~7I spent all ::v tL.le [v',;o.:']blin(;
and I hop cd I Id lose too. I '.70!1t \7i th the r:-l:ores overy ni,-;ht. Only I
novor .rcn t crazy like old Knuto or Po s s and pai.d then a thousand, c',ollo..rs
just bccaus o they asked :'10. Ilve-;ono to Joe. ',7ith no r o ;,;od dn:'m',70nen
tfjan D.:.1Y;',l::1.nin all Alaska, I ,'";Uoss, bu t I never paid t.hon ,:'.oro than their
price. But thoy all liked ;·10 just as .zuch as if I I c~ r;iven then a fortune.
I uscd to haul ',700d Ln Danson ri::;ht dorm tho r07T and there ".7aS11I t a one
".7ho:-rouldn I t CO~:IOout and a.ri Lo at ~JO. i7he:1 I 77as out to Ancho rczre in
1923 I :-ront into a r-cs taurant ".7ith Sa:-.1DU~1L1and Hurray. All of a sudden
0. ',70~,la:1cane anc~ thr e-r hersolf around ;',:y neck and pulled :-]0 one side to
tho counter a:L1c!,kt s sod and kissed. ;:10. She said to Murray and Dubin t

1111 never thou.th.t I'd so o
over cone into this no r th coun t ry ,
year-s 8.,-;0.'

this ::'!J..,."1 atat n, Ho ' s the ,i1est (lancer
'lJo ttcrc: pals toto thcr in Dai1son 25

"And :',10 not ~mo\7in(~hor fro:',: 0. ;',:Dll only for tho clothes she rror'o,
But she told ;:10hor naic ':'To..sS\7ect :lario and I :::inc, of ro;':e:'~,i)ored tho
naae, )7hen I ,,,;ot roa(-:Y to pay she wou.Ir.n ' t take a cent of ~:ry ;-10i1CYbut she
took Dub i n ' s and i\1UJ," ray I s,

Itlyou (',Oill t spent a cent in here t cday , boy ' " she sru d,

"But there rre r-e hundreds of :':oro Li.ko her, SO;'.10of tho b cs t
lookin.::; ':7o;':en I ever So.~7in ;.:-:.ylifo tt erc: in thoso o Ld dancoha'l l s , I1hen
Danson ''-'as at its hc r.tht you could c~o into 0.. dan ceho.H and find a hundr-ed
beau t l f'uI yOUi1:;770~,:C:1~7ho::lyou! (1 have to t rave.I days and c'..ays and days to
find thoir oquaI out st dc, A :70;':,e..~1 '.7110 ':To..snI t~;oocL loo~::in:-;, she just
cou.Ldn ' t i:11:l2.CO 0.. livin,-;, that's all. They '.7oro a pretty hard, co l d-b loodcd
10t but they :1D.Clsor.e 'I7'Jnc~erful points at tha t. 'I'ake the Oro.,";onMare, for
instance. i7hy ".7hen thoy had tha t flu epido~;:ic in Pad rbanks she ',7orked
ni{;ht and day nursing peop Ic '7lio rrou Ldn I t oven look at hor 7hen they :,;ot
better. Aunt Kate - she ',7as a ':roi1C'..orful sin.to r you ::J.10iT- she usee. to
offer her sc rv i.cc s free for the char i tab l o ent or trn naont s in Darrson, She
nar rf.ed Panta.rcs , you JG101,7,and set hi:-.1up in the shorr bus i.ne s s and then
',7hon he ;;ot independcnt ho treated her like I wou Ldn ' t t rcat a :1i tch dOG.
Sho used to CO::10to ~_:e- you ~;:l1o',-~hO-:711 '70:'~o..nsort of soo~',s to liko to
confid.o in S0[100,10 ';111onshe's in trouble - and she t oLd :-.10 all about this
Pan ta::;0 s. If
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Geor te s torped nnd for p r rhcps a :~linuto there I.asn't a sound except
his deep :'roatl:.inr; and puf'f'Lrv: on his p i.pc, Then he :-;ot up and knocked
out the ashes,

"Gcor,,;o," I que r i cd , "have you ever ~,:ot your \life a:~ain in all
those yoars?"

Goor,-;o had started 7al~inc.; to',711rc,the stove :1Ut he ',7heelocL around.

":1011, I (.;uoss I have, I ',7as riLU~l,; in a s t r oc t car in Seattle
a'l orv; First AVO:,1U:~'.71:011I ~7['.Snut La 1917 and I sa',7 a i7o:-.:1£tn011 the s t r cc t
H11veat :-.:0. I s tc.r tod to ;et off bu.t s1;.0 :.:OtiQi.1Cd:-.10not to so I stayed
0:1. I tr .•ouc;ht pro:w,')ly sho t d :-:lado a ::listakc, you :':;.10\.', and tOQ:CDO for
sorrobo dy e l so ,

itA fO',7days later I ',711S',7alkL1<-:;al on/; PE-:o Stroet a:1(1,101)~cinGinto
11 s to re ~7ii1do';7',7hen a lady cO:'.10Sfro:.l boh md and ,';ra~)s ;'.:.y arri, Sho sc..ys:
'Do you l-:::10',7no, '

11',1011,I .ras jus t abo u t to tell her if I rran t cd any ',7horos I J01e';7
-:-:here to :;;0 to f ind tho:-~ 11:1(,she needn't try to pick .:.0 up, '7hon all at
once I r-oco.rni acd it ',7D.S:-:y -:-rife.

" , Wi11 you tal~,:: ':ri th rie t' , she say s ,

'" Certainly, I I says.

"So I too:;;: ::or I nt.o a :-:ovin·-:;~Jicturo s11o',771:.crc iu: cou l.d sit and
talk t0r:;ether quiotly a:10. she told :',:0 tho ',7::nlo s tory I rzas at c l l i.n.; you
abo u t the lies that \711StoLd hc r a:1c, her never ,:;ettLl!; any lettors fro:~
:-_18. She rras nar r l cd a·-;ail1 "ru t she hadn ' t no ch l Ldr-cn, She ',71:mtcd :-,10

to C0:10 and rac e t hcr'~1Us')::mc",bu.t I vrouLdn l t do that. She sat d he ',7as a
fino :'lan but if sh o TIas 0~1hor dantl'l:Jccl I J~lm7 shc t d call for :'".0. Tl:crots
sono tha rr; CO:'1CS ~)Ct'.70::11!1 ::::D.nand ':mnrm -:-:honthey've Iivcd to.tc thcr , I
don't car-e under ',7ho..tc i r cuns tencos t.hcy scparat.e t tho..t never passes a',7ay. II

By thi S t izic the '7ator on tho s tovo ',ms ;)0i 1L1·-:D.i.1CLne had to add
sonc co l d '.-rater be f'oro tte could :7as1: the dl shos ,

I re(~rot tho tYTJO,-;ro..:Jhicalerror 77t.ich appeared in Bo') I s latter of
Scp t enbc r 23rd. The ':lord ":.1alac1ustic II shou Ld have rend ":'.111S0chistic. II

Ruth Mo..rsl:D..llBillikopf.


