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Fellow teacherss

Last year we all agreed to write up our idea of what we thought we should
We striving to attain here at Organice I worked on this paper last summer but
it was misleid or demtroyed during the moving of the offic8. I am attempting
it ageine

We can best, I think, approach our problems if we first state clearly just
what we want from education, This statement of what we want must be expressed
in terms of the individual and of societye. The interests of the individual and.
of society mmst be integrated in the education we are trying to achieves

The earlier educational reformers who called themselves progressives, or
their methods progressive, following Rousseau, likened the child to a flower,
The adult was potential in the seed just as the flower was potential in the
seeds All seeds would meke beautiful flowers of great variety if the proper
enviromment was provided. All chidren would grow into adults of various accom=-
plishments if the proper environment was fournished for the unfolding of the
innate potentialitiese

Modern psychology tends to throw doubts on this point of viewe. Men like
Watson and Pavlov as well as the whole school of Behaviorists do not look upon
the child as a bundle of specific qualitiese Rather they think that normal
y children - taking the existence of such an abstract as granted - have pretty
| much the same sort of innate qualities - the same potential = and that what
each becomes, both in process and end result, depends upon the conditioning or
environing factorse If this is true then we would not create and provide activ~
ity situations so that the child may find himself but would establish activity
. situations so as to create the sort or child we want for the kind of society
: we wante

We could spend endless time debating our prejudices and predelictions con=

- ecerning the points of view of the Rousseauans and Behaviorists. EveSrone will
admit, of course, that the child inherits his physical makeup - color of skin,
eye color, hair color, stature, etces Physically, the child is in the seed and
whether he grows up to his physical potential depends on envirommental factors =-
on food, climate, care, etc.s As educators we must be interested that each
child develops into the best sort of physical speciman possible. We do recognize
that the psyche = nervous system and brain - as well as the soma - bones, muscles
and other tissues - :is affected inr-its power through melmutrition regardless
of whether that brain cerries particular potential qualities or merely general-
ized and unspecific capacities. The child should be we.u-born and properly

nourishedo

~. —

As We are not certain, since science has as yet given us no answer, that
the child is born with specific talents, qualities end apptitudes, it seems to
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me that it would be better to begin our search for educational aims and methods

) with the assumption of general, unspecified mental capacities in the child on
the one hand and some rather clear ideas of the kind of society we want on the
othere If we do this then the activity situations we develop for educational
purposes will aim to develop attitudes and cepacities for social as well as in-
dividual ends - and these can be and should be mutusally advantageous rather
then antagonistice No activity situation should engender anti-social acts and
attitudes nor should it inhibit any creative powers within the individual so
long as those powers are not clearly anti=sociale. There are sure to be border=
line instances, of course, that will require tolerant judgments

Hence, I believe, that in trying to determine our educational aims and meth-
ods we must first formulate our notion or idea of the good society, that is,
we must answer the questions: what is the good home? what is the good community?
what is the good country? and, what is a good world? Vhen we have answered these
questions, even if only tentatively, we will begin to have some basis for devel-
oping the activity situations we want in our school,~for our school, anj school,
should prepere the child for the best possible home, the best possible commnidy,
the best possible country, and the best possible worlde We should want our pup-
ils, so it seems to me, to be the best possible parents and home mekers, the
best possible fellow townfolks, the best possible citizens, and the best of
national neighborse The feult with the Rousseeaman emphasis in education, as I
see it, is not only that it postulates a doubtful psyche but, rather, that it
is regardless to a lerge extent of these social aims - it tries to bring out
an assumed unique individuelity in the child rather them to prepare the child
for a real home, a real commnity, a real country and a real worlde The little
dear, so the Rousseauans thought and still think, mst be pemitted to flower
even though he turn out to be only a skunk cabbagee

This conflict between the ideas of natural and conditioned development of
the child, and the attitude or stand we take regarding it, will determine the
kind of education Orgenic will develop and offere Perhaps the conflict is more
seeming than reele Perhaps it can be harmonizede Perhaps an integration can
be worked oute I am not suree My observation has been that where undue emphasis
hes been laid on individual efflorescence in the educative process it tends to
produce maladjusted personalities = not only for the society we have but for any

i kind of society I can conceive ofe In any case, Orgenic has never harmonized or
] / integrated the individual and society for the simple reason that the school has
{1 never had any clear idea of its aimse. Naturally, lacking clear cut aims its -
methods have never been anchored to any definite objectiveo They have been
hit and miss, a sort of groping in the derke

This is not to say that what has been done at Organic is valueless, or has
been valueless to the pupilse The emphasis on the arts and crefts, on folk danc-
ing, on the free classroam has made for individual physical fitness, individual
appreciation of scue things artistic, and greater social ease. And the lack of

conditioning for any perticular kind of society was better, perhaps, than to
condition them for the kind of society we have, But when all is said, it mst be
admitted that Orgenic pupils have developed a feeling of freedam without acquir-
mach, if any, sense of responsibility to the hame, to the school, to the coammnity,
to the country or to the worlde (Organic has been, to my notion, pretty much a |
school where pupils have effldresced, or effervesced, in a social vacuume, Such |
activity situations as were developed did not require the children to learn to

think independently and to think through nor were they related very closely .

either to actual life situations or to projected ideal life situationse
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The best thing about Organic right now, as I gee it, is the chance to begin
to do some real experimental work on an objective scientific basise Such things
as we have that are sound we can keepe Those things that are not sound we can
serape I think that the arts and crafts work, the folk dancing, the music, the
drematics, the free class roam would all remaine They would be integrated in
activity situations that reflected life situationse Considercble that we are do-
ing end have been doing could not be justified. For example, most of the mathe=
matics required in life situations is contained in arithmetice Only in vocationss
do we need algebra or geometrye Algebra and gecmetry should be leerned in connec=-
tion with specific vocationse We contimue to try to impose these subjects on
everybody as a hangover from obsolete educational notionse Organic should develop

activity situations where pupils learn all the arithmetic they will need in ordin-

ary life situations and reserve algebra and geometry for those who need and want
than for vocational reasonse The teaching of science should be governed on the
seme basise That part of science that is vocational in character should be re-
served for those going into the vocationse. That part of science that teaches
method of arrivinﬁ'at ruth and provides that broad orientation necessary to
sound thinking an ary life situations should become part of the school®s
program of integrai'.c)d activity situations.

since Organic has been pretty much a school in a social vacuum SO long,one
of its most difficult problems will be connecting up with societye The school
must arrive at some basis for evaluating the home @s it is and as it should be,
the community as it is eand should be, our country as it is and should be, and
the world as it is and should be. After that is done in some measure the teach-
ing in the school should reflect the findingsy; the activity situations will re-
flect the findings; and the graduate of Organic will reflect the findings. There
is fundemental disharmony end disintegration in any school that strives to give
an idea and feeling for beauty in weaving and ceramics and permits the forme=-
tion of the ugliest social attitudese

There is a big plate for Organic in the field of experimental education when
the school defines its aims end get down to the business of methodse

Most sincerely,

g o
Pl
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FairhOpe Alabama
June 20, 1942

Dear Carl:

I am writing this letter to you because I have so much
to say and I want to be exact in my statements and have them in
form for your future reference. After you have had opportunity
to read and digest what I Have written I NopeI may have a chanco
to talk the whole situation over with you.

Such information as I have from Mr, Wolcott and other
sources makes me believe that your statements and attitudes may
have been a major factor in the lukewarm reception many local
business and professional men have given to the proposal that they

- pledge suppor to the Organic School.

" HNr., Wolcott says that you stated gour conclusion to be
that Dr. Zeuch came here down and out for the purpose of getting
a job out of the pe le of Fairhope and that you used as evidence,
Eh: ;éport that lr gichols had asked a special rate at the Paxte

otel,

The truth is that the faculty of the school, seeing the
" impossibility of permenently continuing the school er the plan
adopted after lMrs. Johnson's death had written to interested edu-
cational leaders to see if any could suggest a person who might
have the capacity and the ldealism ne such a position.

. Dr. Zeuch's name was given them by Dean Calhoun, of
Sterling College, Sterling Kansas. He'was written to and invited
to come and make an investigation., Dr. Zeuch was given no assur-
ance he would get a position here even if he decided he wanted
it, 8o he properly asked for guarantee that his expenses would be
fa{d For this reason Mr. Nichols, representing the facult

nterested in securing’as low a ra@e as possible., The furt or
truth 1s that since Dr, Zeuch decided to remain he has not yet
asked for or been paid his trip expenses nor has he been paid
anything by the &chool up to the present date. I countersign
all sshool checks,

Dr. Zeuch made a careful study of the school and was
himself studied by the faculty, sudies that resulted in a mutualt
agreement, This agreement resulted in the development of a plan
which Dr., Zeuch presented to the Chamber of Commerce and to the
Rotary Club whereé business men had an opportunity to ask questions
and to criticize. At these meetings members expressed apprecia-
tion of the value of the school to the business community and “
there was every indication they would give the plan subltantial
support. The plan was also published in the Courier and the
commendétory comment was such as to give further hope for its /
success.

. An essential part of the campaign program was the writ-
1ng of many letters explaining the plan to those who had not had



an opportunity to hear Dr. Zeuch's preséntation or to read the
Courler and to send pledge cards to all, 8ince this work was
all done voluntarily, much time was consumed, However when these
letters finally got Into the mail the initial respénse both

from Fairhope the outside was most encouraging.

However there was no general response from the local
business men., One of the friends of the school reported you had
advised against persocnal solicitation of business men and said
it was your belief the business men should‘°get together in a
meeting-and discuss and plan their support., I came to you and
asked your suggestions for locuring such a meeting and when I
learned that you had no concrete plan I asked you to take the
initiative in accomplishing this and you agreed to see what you
could do, Later when I called on you you told me you were so
f:esaed by pepsonal business obligations that you couldn't do

I didn't believe and the business men on the 1
ing Coomittee didn't belleve it would be of value to have suth™
a meeting unless the business men called themselves together,
You will recall that when you told me you would be unable to
do anything very little time remained until the campaign was
scheduled to close and that I told you I saw no other course
than to proceed with personal solicitation. The soliciting
committee of women who had been selected for their qualifications
to solicit friends and patrons in the commiinity then undertook
the task which should have been assigned to a committee of inter-
ested business men.

The response might have been forecast had a proper
analysis and study been made of the reasons there had P4en so
few voluntary contributions from the btusiness community. Wwhile
there were few absolute refusals tome made small contributions
but refused the pledge gi their contribution only one-tenth
value as a pledge. The results were far from what had been antice
ipated and were not at all in propation to whiit has. been reékoned
by business men to be the real business value of the school. ¢

It is considered to be a sound business policy to buy
service as cheaply as good service can be bought and the small
contribution of yourself and pthers, and the small pledges would
not have aroused suspicion had it not been that there was every
indication that the lack of more substantial business support
almost certainly doomed the campaign to failure,

I very much regret Carl that the above mentioned sus-
picion points back to you for I alsc learn that you further dis-
~credited Dr. Zeuch by stating that he was responsible for the

communistic disrepute of Commonwealth College. The facts of this
case are that Commonwealth College was f ed as a workers!'
college with the aim of advancing the cultural and educational
oppo ties of workers and workers' families unable to avail |
themselves of the facilities of established institutions of |



advanced education., While head of Commonwealth COI‘hIQ in 1931
Dr. Zeuch was awarded a Guggenheim traveling fellowship in rec-
ognition of his pioneer experimentation in adult workers' educa-
tion, While he was away pursuing his studies in Europe communists
secured control of Commonwealth, altered the policies and plans
of its founder and accomplished 1ts destruction.,

This information and some of the misinformation repeated
by you came to me without solicitaion and if both didn't reach
you they were as available td‘&s they were to me. Some one told
you these dumaging things that you have repeated, I don't know
how many times. ‘do know though that shortly a}ter the sponsor-
ing committee was formed Kirby announced that he believed a lack
of confidence had deveIOpod ch made him hopeless of achieving
our goal, : :

I have addressed this letter to you, not because I
believe you to be the center and sole source of the disturbanceé
but because you are the only persofi to whom the souce of misin-
formation can be positively traced.

From another source I heard that Dr, Zeuch had been
watched by the FBI and that they had checked upon his arrival
here., Thls 1s probably true but how many people do you presume
have been watched and investigated by the FBI with the result.
that their suspicions were found to be unfounedf I menticn this
because you probably heard it too 4nd may have passed it on as
Knu did the other things mentioned. Surely you have personal

owledge of how unfounded stories can get a start. I wrote a
character endorsement for a former Fairhope boy making appilca-
tion for enlistment as a naval aviation cadet in California. I
wrote on Single Tax Corporation stationery and it required a
lot of explaining to convince the'officer that our Corporation
was not a subversive organization,

Thete is little time left but it will be enough if
properly used, I feel sure that the loss of the school will be
greater than has been estimated. The loss in sorely needed :
school facilities 1s going to be great in these times of over-
crowding and restrictions on expansion. Families here with
children may be forced to leave or arrange to send their childfen
away, in either case causing an economic loss to the community.

One of the sclicitors who called on you said you asked
why you should be interested in maintaining an institution that
would attract people to Fairhope when we didn't have room for all
who wanted to come? Surely you know war demand is not permanent
~and surely you know that people who come to Fairhope with more

than just a desire to get a house are more stable and desirable
from both a community and a business point of view.

I hope you will give careful consideration to the fore-
going and that you'll help to correct the damage done,

Sincerely yours,



anity" and not relevant to substace of

i

"The Cultural Concept of Christ

P.P.S. Calhouns last paragraphs are comments on my criticisms of his recent
letter.

book,
this

ZEUCH LETTERS

When Dr. Coate relayed to me the substance of your informamion to
him about Oragnic I, in turn, relayed it to Dr. Calhoun. I enclose his
reply which isx self-explanatory.

Nothing I proposed in my letter to Calhoun is the same solution I
proposed in 1942 for Fairhope and Organic (1) That an Bxperimental
School of Integral Education replace Organic (for all grades or groups
from nursery school through High School) and (2) That a CAmmunity Col-
lege for the Social Studies and the Arts be established.

L Organic was a bad name to begin with. With the passing of Mrs.

‘hJohnsom no new experimental work was done although she reiterated con-
|stantly that "What we want is not here." Her abject followers in Fair-
‘hope lacked imagination enough to be continuous experimentalists. Nor
did they have sufficient understanding of education as such.

It is unnecessary to point out that work in the Social Studies is
probably the greatest educational task at the adult level of our time.
Now that "thought control" has become an educatiocnal curse, the greatest
offering that any college can make is study under conditions of intel-
lectual freedom. Would the Single Tax Corporation stand for that?

Would Fairhope stand for it? I remember clearly that Fairhope has its
share of numb-skulls and plain damn fools. I have not forgotten that i
scme one in Fairhope repcrted me to the F.B.I. the day I arrived (Dec. {'
7, 1941) because I have a German name. .

Social issues will become more tense as the world crisis continues.
Reacticnary forces will continue to take advantage of that crisis to re-
press all liberal, progressive and radical thought. Such things as war,
racism, exploitation will keep people on edge until they are settled and
setteled right. Could Fairhope stand the intellectual stress and strain
incident to a college group trying to deal with such issues freely and
honestly? Thils is a most pertinent question where even "The Courier"
does not dare to call Negroes lir. and Mrs. in its columns. Shades of
Henry George and Single Tax!!

The Experimental School of Integral Education would have to be pretty
much a boarding schecol, I take it, for financial reasons if nothing else.
The Community College would probably draw its students from a rather broad
area. Since people in Fairhcpe, for the most part, are not interested in
Experimental Education nor in solving acute social problems the financing
of the project would have to be by outsiders and the control of the *school
would have to be vested in the faculty and a national board of advisers.

Now the thing the S.T.C. would have to decide, in leasing the plant,
would be whether Fairhope offers the right "climate! for such a project.
That 1s the very first and most important thing. Would a Community College
and a truly Experimental School blast the town like an atomic bomb? Or is
there enough tolerance and sophistication in the town to take such pro-
jects in stride?

I wrote Calhoun that if the right sort of head or leader could be
found, B.T.C., and Fairhope being willing, that I would cooperate to the
extent of returning and offering seminars in Economics for mere board and
room. That would be the extent of my cooperation. Calhoun indicates
that he might be willing to come, too; for Sociology, I suppose. I have
no dcubt we could get a good faculty for a song-- since they could all
sing freely--and an alert student body.

My health is excellent here, everything considered, and I would not
want to make the change unless there was real promise in the venture.

All this i1s in haste to give yocu something to think about-- and an
idea of what's cooking.

Hope you are both well and enjoying life.

P.S. Our winter weather #sems to be like Fairhope October weather--only
we have six months of it.

PeBefe Gathomnls Jast,foragrarhs, ale Somnents Qnmy, criticisms of his re- g
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Enclosed is another letter from Calhoun bearing, in part on your
problem of Organic and what to do with the plant. When you have read
these letters I send you, and made copies of pertinent parts, if you
wish, return them to me for my files.

I have met both Cohnstaedt and Tucker Smith bur can't say I know
them. Smith was, I believe, Socialist candidate for Vice President last
pre51dent1a1 election.

Aubrey Williams I know well. But the years, and success, may have
dulled his passion for soccial progress.

Ignore the personal part of these letters. Calhoun and I have known
one another for 40 years and have always carried on a correspondence of
criticism and debate.

The news on radio is not sc good. We may be at declared war with
China before this reaches ycu. No party seems disposed to back down. I
doubt whether Great Britain and Western Europe will fight with us. They
will probably prefer slavery to a fight for freedom. Espec1ally France.
Too bad our cwn mcnopoly influences have blurred the real issue.

Hope Paul can finish his college course.



December 15, 1941
SEASCHED EDUCATOR APPOINTED
DIRECTOR OF INE ORGANIC SCHOOL

Dr.Wn.E.innnh Elected to Position Vacant Sinee Death of
‘Marieéta Johnson

The teaching staff of the Organie School - pioneer experimental
venture in progressive childrens® education Sounded at Fairhope in
1907 by Marietta Johnson - has elected Dr, Wm, E, Zeuch (pronounced
Z8yk),pioneer in coopergtive workers' education and widely experienced .
in progressive adult education, to the position of Director.

Native of Iowa

Dr.Zeuch was born and brought up in Iowa, After completing High
Sehool at Iowa City he took his A.,B. in Education at Lenox College
in hie native state, his M.A., in Psychology and Soeiology at Clark .
University, Worcester, Massachusetts, and his Ph.D, in Economis at
the University of Wisconsin.

Broad Teaching Experience

As a lad of eighteen Jjust through high scheool, Dr, Zeueh begam his
educsational career in the rursl schools of his mxkkXexxmixiz home state.
After completing his undergaduate work he taught in the high schools of
Iowa and Michigan, Subsequent to his graduate eourse he served on the
teaching staffs of the University of Indiana, Cornell University, the
University of Wiseonsin, the University of Illinois and Black Mountaih'/
Collsge,

Founded Commonwealth
- In 1923 Dr, Zeueh founded Commonwealth College as a cooperative,
non-factional educational community for workers and was its Director
for eight years, During that period he lectured widely throughout the
United States and Canada on behalf of aduvlt workers® eduecation.

Guggenheim Fellow

In 1931 Dr.Zeuch resigned his position as Director of Commonwealth
to accept a Travelling Fellowship awarded him by the John Simon Guggene
heim Memorisl Foundation in recognition of his pioneer experimentation
in the field of cooperative adult workers' education and his prémise
as a ereative personality in the field of education, During mors than
a year in Europe he visited and studied resident adult workers' schools
and various types of coopsrative activities in Grest Britain and
throughout the western half of the Continent.

Publie Servics

After his return from Europe Dr.Zeuch entered the service of the
Government with the New Deal Administration first as Specialist in
Cooperation and then as Chief of Initiation and Planning in the Subsise
tence Homesteads Division, and later as Cooperative Counsel to the
Resettlement Administration. Subsequently he spent over two years mx

‘ in Nexieo with txmx@updsaxzxiimimiztrxtism an ageney of the Cardenas
\ . "Administration as an economic and educational expert, om November 1
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f of this year Dr. Zeuch eo-plofbd months of research work in wages and
[ hours for the Railroad Brotherhoods for their case covering demands for
3 higher wages recently concluded suecessfully before the s-orconny Raile
road Mediation Board 1n Chicago,

Now, mxkizxfiftiathxyaue at £ifty years of age, Dr.Zeuch brings this
wealth of training and experience to his tasks as Director of the Organie
Sechool. When asked what the new program would be he said:

THE PROGRAM

"fhe new program will be the o0ld program furthered, strengthened and
fulfilled, The staff of the Organie School has just concluded a series
of meatings held to discuss its problems, $o explore the possibilities,
and to formulate a program, The staff has come to the conclusion that
the Organic School has much more to offer Fairhope,the State of Alabama

and the nation in the future than in the past not only as a demonstrae
tion in progessive edusation but as a center for other social services
a8 well.

An Adult Department

"There will be no departure from the proven educational methods of
Marietta Johnson, Rather those demonstrated methods will be carried
forward by teachers of her training in the education of the children
and youth &n the school while a new Department of Adult Edueation based
upon my own long experience in that field will be added to the curriec-
ulam,

Boarding Pupils in Good Homes

"The first thing to be done - and this has already bdeen done guietly
during the past week « was to find out how many good homes in Fairhope
would take chiddren and juunior youth to board and lodge., There are now
not only refugee children <from Europe but evacuee children from our own
large seaboard eities and defense areas to think about and to prepare
for. Fairhope, a veritable paradise for children and reasohably secure
from war operztions, and with the plant of the Organie School available ,
must do its part toward national defonse not only by buying defense -
bonds but also by providing refuge and haven for more and more children
as the war becomes more intense,

A Yesreround Fdusaticnal Center

"Thenm, in addition, we propose that the Organie School shall become
a year-round educationsl center, we intend to supplement the regular
school year with summer eéamps for children and youth operating from
the first of June to the emd of August, The plant of the Organis School
should not bs idle when there is meed in this national emergeney for
year-round refuge for children and when eéven in ordinary times there is
need for summer eamps along this cosst for ehildren from the hotter
inland eities of the South. This will permit the Organie School to
admit ehildren and youth at any time of the year.

Adult Education
The Adult Department, organized around the sceial studies, will hnvc

a ¥all Term of 12 weeks and a Spring Term of 15 weeksand will be open
to residents and touriests in Feirhope 2as well eas to students from the

eountry at Llrcc. The senior youth and the adults will eventually

e
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operate vegetable gardems, poultry yards and 2 dairy as well as
eottage dormitories and a commons as part of s program of cooperative
self-maintengnece. ‘ :

Town and Gown Cooperation

"The staff and studenti/ body of the Organic School will work quietly
and patiently toward these ends, Thers will be no high-powered pemotion
me thods so distasteful to educators, #4e desire a steady, sound growth
not toward the biggest but towardi the best demonstation of the organiec
methods in progressive education. We must not lecss sight of the fact
that Organic School is the mother 3school of the organic method. And as
we coopsrate - within our owa school group =20 4o we hope for the full
coopsration of the community. 'Town and gown', to use an old expression,
should be one Jjust as much in the case of the (rganie School as in the
case of the publiecschool for the Orgssép gchg%l is a national institue
tion of international reknown. Wherever,educators think of Fairhope
they think of the Organic School. On the basie of suek mutual cooperae
tion we will all preosper while we serve the common good,

"Phis program, as outlined so briefly, has been adopted by the
staff and is now in operation.”
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ORGANIC: AN EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL COF LIFE*CENTERED ETDUCATION

4
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xﬁ The aim of this school is to pfepare pupils for life and not for

‘aollege, it being understood that any pupil prepared for life is

prepared for college.

2, The method of this school ie to educate by doing in activity sit-
uations that either are real life situations or else reflect life
situation conditions.

2. The activity situations, teginning in nursery school and continu-
ing through adult classes, shall in the activity process tsach the
tool subjects,-language (resding, writing, speaking) and wathamatics
(arithmatic), ~cooperative attitudes, artistic appreciation, &n’abil-
ity tovthink, "andothervalues as part -of the activities.

4, The master life situations are (a) the home situation, §b3 the
leisure time situation, 20) the community life situation, (d) the
gex-marriage situation, (e) the life philosophy situation, and (f)
tbe vocational situation., ‘

5. Ii is obvious that the home, leirure time anéd ommunity life
sltuations can be introduced in the school activity situations right
from the beginning, that ie, in the nursery school, The vocational,
sex-marriage, anigife philosophy situations should be introduced
later at the proper age group.

6. It should be clear that the tool subjects need not be introduced

- in the nursery school except in a very limited way. Nursery children

must learn to talk simply and clearly as well as to count a bit, But
there is no point in their learning to read and write, The nursery
school teacher should ask herself what the child of that age should

be doirg in the home andfthen develop activity situations aimed at
helping the child to live the right kind of & home life, Games aimed
to develop elementary rythms, (both in song and dance); the elements

of personal hygienfle; table menners; putting playthinge back in their
places; opening and shutting doors properly; ccoperative play relbtion-
ships; etc. etc,

7. The kindergarten should continue what the nursery begins. More
organized leisure time activitles such as organized games, listening
to reading of good stories, going on short field trips to learn most
common birds, trees, etc. Activity situations should never be point-

~lees even when they may appear pol itless play activities. The fund=

amental muscle-sense coordination relationships are formed at an early
age in play activities, the handling of simple tools, meking or shap-
ing things with the handa, wweeping the floor, carrying in wood, rak-
ing the yard, etc.

8. Each age group has its correspoming -life situation activities,
They are progressive and cumulative. ¥First the 6hild uses hammer
and saw largely for thegjoy of exercising muscles, then he uses them
to make something to play with, then socmething to use in his room or
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of then they made the useful things beautiful They had no bric-abric

- t0 acquire a bit of skill - arts and crafts should be
tied to the useful, to home decoration, to personal dress or adorn-
ment, etc.

to put ?{what-nots. After the paday or nnnipulation period of

9. When reading and writing are introduced - in "First Life", perhaps =

it should be introduced into life activity situations as a "natural®
and not as an "artificial"., The same should be the case for all so-
called subject matter for study. _Everythin% relative to citizenship
should be brought into the school in connectior with community, state
and national problems, that is, life situations brought into the
school. Mathsmatics should be taught by bringing the arithmetic
problems or real life into the claessroom. Vocational mathematics
should be taught only to those who have selected 2 vocation that re-
quires such mathematics. Sports, folk dancing, group singing, drama-
tics, are all a part of the leisure time (sports and recreation) site
uation,

10. Thus far, we have done practically nothing in our schools for
the sex-marriage and life philosophy situations, Yet these argbf the
utmost importance from puberty onward. These situations can be the
center of a wealth of vital teaching. Yet we do nothing to prepare
our youth for courtship andmarriage, and almost nothing to help them
to get an orientation to tle larger problems of human existence. We
must keep in mind that a human being is & bio-psychogfocio-spiritual
being and we should shape our curriculum accordingly.

11, Let us reorganize the curriculum at Organic so that relationship
to life situations shall be the test of all our teaching., Let the
validity of every activity situation be its worthwhileness from the
standpoint of helping the child or youth to meet some life situation.

If we keep everlaetingly in mind that every youngster is-a bio=pgycho-

gsocid~gpiritual-being with home, leisure time, communtiy, vocational
sex-marriage and life philosophy situations to meet, then we have a
loadstar to guide what we are trying to do,

12, This proposal will mean much study anq&uch experimentation on
the part of the staff, First of all, each and every member of the-
staff will need to understand clearly what we are trying to do in
shaping up our teaching methods, our activity eituations. Each
teacher will need to be a real student of activity situations as
well as of the growing an?ﬁaturing cnild, We will not want eiiher
to force or to retard our‘children in the process of educasion, shat
is, in the process of preparing them for the various life situations.
All the valid subject matter now offered in courses will need to be

, reorganized with reference to life situations. It is & big job but

\if tackled energetically &t will make Organic a real experimental
ommunity school of living.

Wm. E. Zeuch
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"WHAT WE WANT IS NOT HERE" i \

When Marietta Johnson began this school thirty five years ago she
approached the problems of new and better teaching methods with an
experimental attitude as do all true scientists. One of the many
remarkable things about Mrs. Johnson was thaf she never lost her
objectivity. When she passed on after thirty years of pioneering
she still had the acientific spirit. She never thought for one mom-
ent that her work was through, that she had succeeded, that she had
solved the problems of educational method. Up to the very end she
kept repeating, "What we went is not here."

That phrase should be the slogan of the School of Organic Education.
"What we want is not here." Nor has it ever been here. What we want
in knowledge of children and youth is not here. What we want in the
way of teaching methods is not here., What we want in the way of plant
and equipment is not here, This is the challenge to the faculty as

a téaching body, This is the challenge to Fairhope as the home of
this progressive educational project. This is the challenge to the

Friends of Organic everywhere, "What we want is not here."

My first meeting with Mrs. Johnson was almost twenty years ago w@on
she came to visit an educational center that I had founded. From

time to time afterward we found ourselves in the éame city or in the
same uniyeesity on the same days or during the same weeks lecturing
on education. Naturally, we talked shop. We compared ideas and expere
iences and discussed points of view. I begame quite familiar with

the organic idea. Although my own experimentation haé/in the field

of cooperative adult education for workers, I was keenly interested
in what Mrs. Johnson was trying to do for children and youthe And I
have kept that interest.
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When I came to Fairhope last December on invitation of the teaching
staff of the School of Organic Education, I was eager to find out
what organic education meant to the psople of the community that had
had its advantages for thirty five years. Almost everywhere I went
I asked folks, "What is organic education?" I had many answers, many
different answers, There was no unanimity of opinion, That, to me,
was & good omen for it showed that ideas and procedures had not be-
come fixed, that they were still fluid and growing. In other words,
the School of Organic Education is still experimental. As a matter
of faect the school might just as well, or even better?ig%en called
the School of Experimental Education, For that is what it has been
and still is,
Most of the persons to whom I put the gquestion were more sure EEXIE
what organic education is not than what it is. They were sure that
it is not regimentation of any sort, that it does not consist of
stiéking children into seats, row on row, and #shaa then trying to
regiment their minds by compelling them to memorize information,
much of it utterly useless, according towivfohednle with the expect-
ation that this mmaxsxz information &hll§1be passed back in exami-
nations at stated periods. They were agreed that the memorizing
and examination method imhibited growsh and the soul& of
st up) ed
children. :
tnese persons insisted thas the object of odncatioh%%i?iéﬁé child,
that information is significant only to the extent that it aids the
normai growth of the ehild, that organic education aims to meet the
growing needs of the growing child from the ceradle to adulthoody that
its purpose is not to foree any ehild physically, mentally or emotione
all but rather to permit and aid a.natural unfolding, & nawural
development, by providing the right kind of surroundings for natural

development,
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But when it came to the qusati;ns, "What is the inherent nature of >
the echild at each stage in its deveiOpmenty" and, "What is the proper
environment for each age and phase in the development of the child?"
there was neither égreement nor sureness. This lack of agreement and
this laek of sureneasAattér thirty five years of experimentation
demonstrates that education at the School of Organic Education is
still in the growing stags, that~much experimentation still needs

to be done to find right methods or even the best methods of teaching.
This situation or condition points to what Mrs., Johnson meant when

she repeated again and again, "What we want is not here."

It is true that the School of Organic Education has already done

much, that it has had a great influence on educational methods even
though it is still a long, long way from perfection. Methods bagun

here have been taken up and followed not only in this country but
throughout the world, Educational ideas germinated here have been

and are leavening education everywhere. The School of Organic Educa-
tion has carried on a continuous struggle to secure the right'tb
childhood for every child, Here has been carried on the battle against
the notion that memorizing information is education, the battle against
formal and regular

/tests and examinations as measures of education, the battle against the
grading system, the battle against prizes and awards in the school.

And all these battles are slowly but surely being wone The introduc-
tion of the arts and crafts and folk dancing into the school currice
ulum on a par with other subjects took courage but is now recognieed

as sound and followed in many places. There is also a growing realie
zation that a too early learning of the three R's is educationally

bad for children,

The School of Organic Education still has a big role to play in

carrying on the fight for a normsl and happy childhood for all
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children through improved educational methods. We have succeeded in | \
many skirmishes but when we look at educational me thods generally in \\
use we know that the main battle is yet to be won, After thirty five
years of study and experimentation and struggle on behalf of children

we must still say with Mrs. Johnson, "What we want is not here." And
because what we want is not here we shev'd look formard and go on with

our work., We must admit frankly that there is still much to discover
about the nature of childhood and still much to find out about the
educational methods best suited to the xmeimmx different ages and

various phases of childhood and youth. We should keep on experimenting

to find better ways to bring out and to build up all that is good in
every child. We must foster physical, mental and moral growth through

the fullest measure of wholesome self-expression. We must find and
encourage those inner resources that enable the child and youth to

build character through self-understanding and self-discipline., Our
gschools should be the carriers of our culture and if that culture

does not make for character we are headed for social destructione.

And we must keep in mingd also that Organic as a school of experimental |
education needs a minimum adequate plant and equipment. Our present j
buildings were never planned for organic education. They have beén i
makeshift from the beginning. After thirty five years of experimenta-
tion we now do have some rather definite ideas of what we need in the

way of plant and equipment, We know that we need not only classbooms

but workshops and studios as well, We need a little theatre and folk
dance floor, adequate laboratories and a good gymnasium. We must plan

and work toward a realization of these things.

Organic is not interested in being the biggest school of any sort

sort of
but rather in being the bestfexperimental sehool in educational methods.

As a matter of fact we ma¥ax want never to have more than from twelve
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to twent& pupils to a class from nursery through high school. The
adult department could handle more than that number, of course. Our
plant should be no larger than to care for this number of pupils and
studenta. This meaha a plant capable of educating from 150 to 250
children and youth and from 50 to 100 adults. Such a school, drawing
pupils and students from all over this country an§7g§reign parts,
would not interfere in any way in the fullest, normal development
of the local puplie schools. Such a Sechool of Experimental Education
with departments for children, youth and adults would make Fairhope
once more a significant educational center,

Our present drive to secure & minimum financial foundation from
which to mswitaxiza build toward these objectives is now coming to
e close. We do not know yet whether there will be enough of loyalsy,

understanding, imagination and vision among alumni and friends to

zrowx enable us to go on, We have carried on our drive in a democratic

manner. We}have relied on econviction rather than upon any kind of
high pressure salesmanship. Building on ballyhoo would be building
our foundation upon the gands., We have tried to put our support on
a broad democrati%}%ﬁ&n&o&&on, upon something from many. We are
well aware that recently the demoeratic way has usually meant too
14¢t4tle an? %00 late, Whether our democratic way of trying to put a
foundation under the School of Organic Edudation will also wiild
prove to be too little and too late we shall soon knowe
Iet me add that
Again, to quote Mrs. Johnsoa, "What we want is not here."/What

we want has never been here. Whe ther we are to go forward working

toward what we want in a scientific spirit is now in the balance.

Shall the verdict be , "Poo little and too latel"

\\




1. Begin to develob a serles of progressive activity situations
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THING{"OégﬁﬁC OUGHT TO DO AS AN EXPERIMENTAL EDUCATIONAL
, o T CENTER

from kindergarten throu%h high schocl. These activity situations
should be tentative until their adequacy is demonstreted through
repeated use. Each age group s hould have a sufficient number of
these activity situations and the teacher should know what each
activity situation is for in terms of the child deeélopment. A
record of these activity situations should be kept in detail.
Alsc, a record of the activity situations that have been tried s
and discarded, and the reasons for discarding.

The high s chool should be put upon a basis of three academic
courses and one art or vocational course each year. No pupdl
should be permitted more than this except under very unusual
circumgtances. The academic courses should be built around ac-
tivity situations as much as possible. Each academic course
should require as much study time a2s class time either in study,
hall or at home. The art or vocational courses should consist

of ten class hours weekly so that they can be given regular credit.
Even next year such art or vocational courses could be given in
free hand d rawing and painting, typewriting, mechanical d rawing.
No such course should bé given unless there are at least five
pupils enrolled for it.

Vocational math courses should not be required for completion of
course in high school. By vocational courses I mean such things
as 8lbebra or geometry. Pupils should be permitted to substituse
such things as drawing and painting, typewriting, domestic arts,
etc., for such vocational mathe.

There should be a course equivalent to ten hours weekly through
the year that combines sports and folk dancing so that every
pupil graduation from high ‘school has one credit for such course.
This might be spread over the four years, to be sure.

The staff should begin seriously to study to establish values and
attitudes with the idea of seétting wp standards for the school. 1Is
Organic to continue in the midst of racialism and yet remain passive?
Is it to continue in the midst of war and yet remain passive to war-
mongers? Is it to exlst in the midst of economic angsocial evils
and yet have no attitude toward them? A school should have some idea
as & schocl - as to what is good and evil Bocially as well as indivi-
dually and shape its eduaational program accordingly. Or are Organic
teachers to be neutral bystanders in the s truggles betweenr ight and
wrong that are shaking the world? And are organic pupils not to
study with the idea of arriving at ideas of right and woeng in social /|
as well as individual affairs? To denounce smoking, drinking, etce.
ag evil and then keep an "open mind"™ on such things as race hatred,
war, and ecomomic exploitation seems to me as cowardly as it is zbsur

The staff should "Bpep up" educationally by a fortaightly study club
wherein reports and discussions of purely educational developments -
are given. This should be a "must" for all teachers. The present
staf% ig intellectually dead when it com@8 to educational matters.
It does not read and discusse

S o W
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ORGANIC SCHOOL PROBLEM Varfepz—=

I, Mrs.J. a great teacher and fine personality but no business womens

Ko
e
4.

The depression destroyed Mrs.J., method of promotion and fimancing.
With Mrs.J'S death Seheol hit bottom and has remained there. :
NYA projeet ths only thing that permitted it to live at all. S

II. Present
I. Tesching staff at wish of Board are esrrying on the Sehool.

L
“e

Je

4.

Tesehers are orjgsnized as a eooperativa sharimg alike in whatever
ineome is recelived.

The prospeet is that the NYA projeet will not last longer than
Jure 20, if that long.

With the NYA gone and with the small ineome from pupils the
Seheol must e¢lcse, that is, unless some plan is worked out.

IITI. Plan for Going Ahead

le
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e

4.

O

7
8.
e
10.

1l1.
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1d.

The staff d1nvited me last faell to eome over and visit with the
ides that I should taks over the duties of Direetor if I ecould
see any way of salvaging the sehool and putting it on a sound
operating basis,

I have now spent almost two months studying the situation.

Se far as property is ceoncermed the teheéol is bankrupt. The land
is owned by Single Tax Corporation. The imprevements are mort-
gaged for more than thsy are werth.
The only assets of Organie School right now are an educational
idea, a little group of devoted teachers, and thirty; five yeasrs
of history.

whether Organie Sehool has any Good Will as asset remains to be
S86R. :
Qur problem now is to find eut whether we eam use an educatiocnal
idea, thirty five years of its demonstmsion and the Good Will
developed from these to revitalize and rebuild the Sehool.

The basie thing, of eourse, gkmxfimxmmx next to the erganie idea,
is finsnees.
Mrs, Johnscn sclieited money over the ecountry to give education
to the ehild@ren of Fairhope free. That esn no longer be dons.
The sehool has tried eharging tuitions of loeal students but A
these tuitions, except for a very few, have never been paid im full.
The first thing that must te done is to have a seale of tuitlons
that =i¢ reasonable and then eolleet them or else ask parents to
withdraw their ehildren. This msy seem hareh but parents must
realize that teachers must eat ani wear elothes and have houses.
#e now have s scale of paymenta estublished. All ehildren must
pay an ineidental fee of §{Z eaeh half seheol year. In addition
there is a tuition of §1 a week. The Zméxiwmxfar ineidental fee
and tuition together for eaeh half yeur is $<O0, This means $40

a year for each pupil abeove the kindergurten, The tuition for
the kindergarten is 70 eents a week. .

We realize, to be sure, that there ars some paremts who want to
send their ehildrem to Crganie cSehool whe eannot afferd tuigion.
Henee some sytem of seholarships must be worked out. And in that
system of seholarships Fairhope should pay fer its own.

In order to meet the need of poorer parents for seholarships and
to establish a finsneiasl basis $hat will permit Organie Seheol
$o live and rebuild we are propesing te begin a eampaign for

2 Sustoining Membership Fund.



-

.
s

.
- .
-

-

ority on all matters pertaining to the Urganic School.

~j" Ze¢ The \dministrative Staff of the Organie “chool shall consist of a
Director, “ssociate Director, Treoasurer and Purchasing Agent, and
Executive Secretarye. zug

3. The teaching staff shall sppeint from among its memgbers the followe

ing committees of three members each;
B.Publicity and Promotion
be Finance
¢, Admissions
d, Summer Camp
e, Domestie irrangements

4. All policies or programs formulated and proposed by the various
committees shall be approved by the teaching staff acting as a
committee of the Whole before becoming operative.

- Do The Chairman of each Committee shall be the executive to carry
out the approved policies and programs of his Gommittee.

6. During school vacations anf Executive Committee made up of the
Chairmen of Committees or a mafority of such Chairmen shall have
authority to act in any emergency matters for the teaching staff or
for any particular Committes of which a majority is absent from the

school and community,

7« The Organig School shall conduct a year-round educational center,

2+ Regudar school session from middle of Septemebr to middle
of May with two weeks Xmass vacation and one week Spring
vacation,

b, Summer Camp for childrem and youth from Memorial Day to
Laber Day,. »

Ce Adult School - a Short Term of 12 weeks ending the week

: before the week in which Xmas falls and a Long Term of 15

weeks beginning after a three weeks Holiday interim,

8, Tuitions,

8. Wee Tots, Children and Youth from outside the community
shall pay $10 a week for beoard, lodging and tuitiom. .

be Adult Students shall pay {60 tuition for the Short Term
and $75 for the Long Term and provide their own board and
room, Plan for cooperative cottage homes for Semior Youth
and Adults with ehance to pay part of expenses by self help
in maintenance activities,

€. lLocal Sehool pupils shall pay $1 a week imtx tuitionm which
payment may be met by labor, produce or eash as each case
merits,

9. Housing,
8. Wee Tots from outside the community shall not be acdepted
as a genral rule - only in execeptional cases,
be Children and Junior Youth -shwedi Beom outside the community
shall be bomrded and lodged in good homes.
¢. Senlor Youth and Adults shall be housed in cooperative

cottages and boarded at a cooperative commons where and
_ B

1. The toaching staff acting as acooperative group is the final suthe

ORGANIC SCHOOL * PLAN AND PROGZAM * STA¥F MEETING, DECEMBEMBER 1,194
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when they so desire, The Dormitory and Commens Building to be taken
over and operated for Sendor mmkxisgmX Youth and Adult Students when

d:::nn for space requires it, A trailer camp to be set up for Adult
Students,. :

10, Departments, :
a. Wee Tots - 3 to 6 years of age.
b. Chidren - 6 to 12 years of age.
¢. Youth
Junior - 12 to 15 years of age.
Senior - 15 to 18 years of age.
d,Adults - over 18 years of age.

11, The Sehggl Day. All Junir Youth,Senior Youth and Adults to observe .
as closely xmi practicable the following routine on the five school
days of the week; week ends only sor far as meals are concorned:
Breakfost -« 7:10 = 7:45 ‘
School ’
18t Period 8:00 « 8:50
2nd o 8:50 « 9:45
Recess 9:45 « 10:15
érd Period 10:15 « 11:095
4th " 11:10 « 12:00

DPinner 12:00 « 1:00

Activities 1:00 - 4:00 (maintenanece woek and recreation)
Tea 4:00 « 4:30 '

Study 4:30 « 6:30 (In quarters

Supper 6:30 « ¥:30 -

Nizht Sehool 8:00 « 10:00 (Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays

for language courses and ‘eminars) 4

12. The School for Wee Tots, Childrem and Youth shall be condueted
according to Organic methods as demonstrated by Marietta Johnson while
the Adult Department shall follow other methods.

13, The Director shall secure the services of all teachers with the
aivice and consent of the teaching staff, All teachers to be on trial
the firet year, ~
ofDirector . |
14, It is understood that if Dr,Zsuch accepts the position/ if and 1
when offered, it will be with the understanding that:
2. He will not be dound to do promotion work in the field,. 1
b. He will be given a leave of absence when in his own judgemen$
he should accept a eall from the goverament to serve during
this national emergency,

6. A Fiend Secretary will be secured when and if a good one canm i
be found and interested in Organie School,
d. A younger persom will later on be appeinted understudy for y

the position of Director if and when good material for such
an understudy is found,

15, It 48 further understood that $20 a week be the maximum salary
for any and all members of the staff; that all earnings of the school
over this amount be put ihto a Faculty Funmd to be owned and disbursed
by the faculty for such purpeses as they see fit; that all donations l
and grants for specific purposes be put inte a General Fund until
disbursed for purposes intended,
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14, Sustaining Membership Plan.

18,
16,

l. Form a Sponsoring Committee made up of one representative
eash from patrons, faculty, Beard, slumni and friends.

Ze. This Sponsering Committee of five with the Administrative

; Staff of the Sehoeol shall eomduet the eampaign,

de A8k patrons, alumni and friemnds teo eontribute anything from

: five dollars a year up for a period of ten years to this
sustaining fund. Some may be able to give only five dollars
a year, others ten, others twenty five, some fifty, and some
even & hundred dellars a year or mere.

4, By each doing his bit many will be aiding and a bread demo-
eratie basis of suppert laid.

5. We aim for af mmmmax sustaining fund ef at least $5,000 a
year by May 15,1942, If that sum is not pledged by that time
we will eonsider the eampaign a failure and return all money
paid in onrn the first year's pledge. Organie Scheel will then
elose definitely and finally so far as the teaching staff is
soneergned.

e If the Sustaining Fund is raised then the ameount that 1z given
by peeple in Fairhepe will bLe used fer seholarships fer the
ehildren from Fsirhope whoese parents are really umable to pay.
The parents who are able to pay would be expeetsd teo keep on
paying. The parents who eannot psy would need to present their
Jfinaneial eondition to the Finanee Committee of the Sehool
jwhen asking for a sebolarship or seholarships for their ehild-
‘TéN.

7. W€ a1l know that 3 Seheool esnnot rum on $5,000 a year. But
that would be the foundetion on whieh we eculd geo ahead and
build.

8. I presume that you &ll know that the present staff has been
teaehing your ehildren at a grest personal saerifiee., They
have averaged about 256 s month salary this year. Some of the
teachers have eome from a distance and are supporting them-
selves to a large extent to keep Organie Sehool going. The
parents and the peopls of Fairhope have mne right to ask any
teachér to meke sueh a saerifiece.

The first thing for the paremnts or patrons to do is to select
their member on the Spensering Committee.

The second thing is to get out and werk fer the suceess of the
Suetaining Membership drive.

Organie Sehool esan be saved, revitalized and rebuilt. But it will
take the eooperatinn and work of patrons, faculty, alumni and
friends. Are the people of Fairhepe eapable of that eceperation
and werk? We will find out between now and May 15.
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* i ~ Brent Dow Allinson - - é;.%urday aft sridon:. = =
z ' Hig}llénd Palfl(, . July 17, 1948 - Vi BT

Dear Zeugh' R R R N o : s

v I am enjoying the peace e.nd aereni'ey of heme, in my compieted
‘miniature penthouse apartment, with a balcony overlodking a deep green
ravine; and meditating upon my long, long journey from Floridaz fia |
‘ “Waghington, D. 8.), and on the longer voyage which now beckong so ' = _
- goon to Burope. I have received travel instructions indicating 2SN
~ that I am to go by ship,. sailing from Brooklyn on a converted Army
e tranapor:t, about the firgt, (or in the firsgt week) of August. % ke 7
_ am trying to @elay proceedings, in order to have a little more - =~ ' |
_time at home, becauge I am tired, and it is very cool and lovely =
- here, in the green woodsy after the oppressivs heat of Florida in-

t.ha lagt 'fortn:.gh’c. before uy departurer on June 1l2th.

5 T s — F

'\ My -drive was a graat succees and a very m;oyable eéXperiences -

g% - hhd a radic in the car, which made up what I lacked in human. go=. “ L ]
ciety. I head ed straight norﬂm into, and through Georgia, passing S g
Somewhat east of Atlanta, through small and mostly drgarytowne,

~ swarming wif,h negroess into Atheng ~ wnich isn't bad, ag-a town,

-~ with the old University of Georgia campus in the center of it. I
went to Athens partly because I hoped to call on my friend, Miss
Jeamette Rankin, (the first Congresswoman, you recall); but I
digcovered that ghe had recently left her home there for Montana '
in order to assist her brother who is running for U. 5. Senator there
thig gummer+..Then I orossed into Gresenville, S. C. = an aristocratic
and very prosperous appearing city of great white columned homes
and wide avenues, and the seat of Furmen Umiversity - a beautiful
 place. Thence north to the hill-country around beautiful Tryon

" on the N, C border - where I slept in a fine 0ld resort hotel called

2 Oak Hill, and, the next morn‘lng, discovered the home (and manoriala)

of Sidney Lanier. * ¢

F'rom there b 4 viaitad the magnificent Chimey Ro‘ck and Lake-Lure -
(of which I had hever even heard beforel), and which are ag beauti-"
 ful eg parts of Switzerland. That lovely day,I made my way up and
up, around horse-shore curves (with some anxiety as to my car hecaﬁ%e
of all the goodg and chattels I was carrying) to Blowing Rock, en
‘the top of £ 8! ﬁfe Ridges 4,000 feet high, where I looked up-an-
_old friend who owng and operates a summer camp there, fgr children,
in‘an educatbonal and physical atmogphere suggesting the Organic
- school. I passed a few miles from Black Mountain College and Ashe~ - =
ville, but ‘gave up seeing them, for lack of time . But I enjoyed - :
the beauty of the mountain scenery ajl day long. And after gpending -
two or three nights at the camp in Wlowing Rock, I pughed through -
and around ths big hillg to find the entrance to the magnificent
Blue Ridge Parkway, laadi‘ng over about a hundred mileg of fine
. houlevard, without a town or even a gas-anation, to Roanoke; where
' I overnighted (as the Germans say). The last day of the journey :
" to Waghington I visited the superb Great Natural Bridge of Wirgiria,
- (with George Washington s initialg carved under i’c'), Washingten-end
- " Lee University, in old Lexington, Waynesboro:(in the "gap, or orest, =
= of the 1o€;er Blue Ridge) and Charlottesville, where I met the presi- -

3 :dentL of the U.nivargi‘by on sunday morning (Colgate w Dard m, former
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Gove nor of Virginia), and went up ‘to Montesello and the home
of Monroe ("Aahlawn"g, for a last glimpse of American grandure
and 18th Century elegance, not to' speak of aristocratic democ-/ g
racy! It was hot, but lovely in Charlottesville; and I arrived =~ =
in Washington at evening, in & tremendous downpour of rain =-'a - :
veritable cloudburst - to find Mrgs Beam at Sunward, looking and
acting jus‘b the same - only perceptibly weaker and older.

I had some needed dmtistry a‘otmded t.o in Washington,
and then started west over the magnificent Pennsylvania tumpike
-and the Maryla.nd mountains. Coming out of Pittgburgh by a new-
vroad, called the Ohio River Padway, or Boul/exard, I made a dis- N
covery at Ambridge which- reminded me of yoi, I ran smack into—
‘an hiatorical marker, inf‘brming all that Ambridge was formerly
known as "Economy!, and that it was the home of the famous "New g
Harmoniste Q°-gg ommunit.y s under the leadership of Geerge A
- Bapp..-The large/ iﬁuxldin gs of ‘the Gemmmity are gtill standing
. overlooking the industrialized Ohio River; and I met and talked
 with a Dr. Duss, an octogenarian,; the lagt—gurviving member of
the Boafd of Trustees of the Community - all the rest of whom
heve-been transferred to the cemetery’ T had a nice chat with

ﬁim, while sitting out another dgwnpour of rain, and H¥gs ghown

- the-interesting relics of the mterpriaa}- the first silk woven
in the United Statess clothing, fine-spun woolens (or rather fine-

~ woven), and the Lutheran Church (now Lutheran, but formerly ap-
parently non-gectarian). The community wasg very successful and
mede money from itg industrial enterprises ag well as its exten-
siva farmg. Dr. Dugs has written a book about it, called "The
New Harmonigts", which one ought to read. He sald there was
gome friction between George Rapp and hig adopted son, in later
yearg; but the real eeason for the demige of the Community seems
to have been the failure to produce children and successors (what
the Germang call a "Na.c‘hvmcha"' ...You gshould have been with me.

thig/ fall 7 “Where is he going

leg‘é %

So I came on galloping across Ohis and Indiana, and admir— :
ing the lush progperity of the farmg. But what vast, open and
fertile and entirely unoccupied spaces there are, even there in
the Middle Bast - enough land to hold half the over-populated na-
tions of Burope, it see!ned. « o Now comes your. E!na.nclpator, for
June, with your interesting article on Rousseau and democratio
totalitarianisgm, (on which I could comment at some leagth, if time
permitted), and your card to mother, auggeating that you are about

 to depart for greemer pastures in the Hood River Valjey. What ho 7.
And with whom ? . . . And, algo, an interesting letter from your
doubtful friend, Clara Campbell, of the Organic School, Fairhope,
‘and a personal call (last Sunday) from Mrs. Totten and her tall
son, Edward, who ig at the U of C., wm'king for a doctorate in
' geography, and whom I was glad to meet for the first time. (Not 80
handsome as 'Parker, but apparently intelligent). I will enclose
‘Mrg. Campbell!s letter, for your int erest

The' Democratic antics in Bn.rmmgham (caming in over the radio
this afterngon) make me smile and think "Whom the Gods destroy,-
, they firgt make mad'" It is high time for purge of the Kentuocky

/ and Alabama bourbons, and the Missigeippi blacklegs and rednecks.

They are in a ‘minority, even in the South, and will soon discover

l what a contamtible minorrby thay are, and how out-—of-date. (Florlda\

\ ~ \ =

I predict That Dewey will carry Florida. .
But Truman i’a devilishly ;clwar as a politician, ign't he 7 « .« .

soon create a new State.




THIS IS ¥Y LAND

Born in the lMidwest of parents born in the Mid-
west of grandparents refugees Irom the revo-
lution of 148,

Grandfathers who fought at Shiloh, at Chicka-
mauga, at Missionary Ridge, at Atlanta, and
a-ainst the Sioux Indians of lMinnesota and
the Dakotas,

Three generations of my people have toiled and
sweated, cutfing timber, clearing the land, till-
ing the scil, “uilding railroads, developing in-
dustries, fighting for democratic ideals, The
soil and the sun of this land are in me; the hard
labor of making this nation is in me; I am of
this land and 1t is of me.,

The deep rich soil of my native Towa has stail
these fingers and palms; the fresh earth of
long furrows has lmown these feet; many
hafts have calloused these hands. Brought up
in a Scotch Covenantor community with Geore
mans and Irish and Scandinavians and Bohe-
meians and blue-bellied Yankees for neighbors.
mergent Americans of the NMidwest,

ned
the

With my tap root in the heart of these States my
laterals are in many States, M7 roots bind to-

gether all the States into one country, cne land;
deep-running roots that unite in the heart and
head of me; from many, onsz,

I who have tarried in New England know the
quiet charm of her elm-shaded colonial towns,
the clean blue-white snows of her winier moun- .
tains, her -rey-green lakes reflecting clouded
skies and pine forests, her narrow bheaches and
granite coasts, the angular souls of her angu-
lar people =nd, knowing them, cherish Tew ngland.

I who have dwelt on the sgea islands of our south-
east coast, listened to the negross of St. He-
lona singing spirituals, saned ia and out of a
hundred channels, fished for drumfish on
ocean banks, swum at night with fingers and
toes phosphomrescent tipped, cast nets for crabs
and shrimp, gathered oysters at b 4ide along
low green shores--I am more then fond of
those emerald isles and the ssducing sunshine
of that lazy, lounging coastland.



T

he

who have warmed my snow-chilled blood in
Florida's winter sun, loafed on her broad
white beaches, angled for terpon and sword-
fish off the Keys and among the Ten Thousand

Islands, listened of an evening to the boouning

=

=

of waterfowl in the Everglades been “Qal >d
and lulled and caressed in those warm blue
waters-=1 treasure that land of pines end
palms and Llazing beaches and shimmerin
S€as .

who have lived in the Great Srokies anc the
Ovachltas, where rhododendrums flame and

spiced azaleas o'erwhelm, where dark forssts

and wild grey crags turn royal wurple in the
twilight, where quavering voices chant aged
allads while turgid youth dance old figures

to the ancient tunes, where I have been sung to
slzep by the rippling music of tumbling waters
--those forests and mountains and bhlooms and
streams are a part of me,

who have threaded the bayous of the Caji
covntry, lifted and uprt aside n
and thorned vines %o let the b
7auowb““ and strumaing Hanjos

"

N

'n' ongs from hidden clear’
un~u, cav suddenly vpon some weathered
Tcrman hom, get among cypresses anc mag-

nol”us, put up for the “"ht an un'znown, Lt

be E:n’ junzle

e welcome guest, listened to the oft patois of
Creole plav*oro, been lulled to sleep bj the mo=
notonous s;npnahg of shrill 01cnzas ant croak-

reak for a v

ing frogs and then arcuzed at

3
de Ultaoso of coffee~=black as WJdﬁlght, thick

as in~ of chickory and unsweseten=-
ea--*kﬂ m P 1t lingers with me sti'l. The

se sniling
tempted

slow steady ‘GﬁEO of lifo
Acacdians of the hayous cham
me .

who have followed the wheat 8
Tanhandle to the Canadian lins, »
with llexicans anc¢ Vobbles and cclle
lived in Jungles and slept in barns and
houses at railroad points, endured wi*hurwnu
heat withcut hopre of chade or breecze, learned
the meaning of vastness from the endless
sweep of zrairies sensed ctasrnity from the

'|

5
clear and unbroken cancpy of unending stars--

o

O



ny months in the wheat fields were periods of
sweating days and long evenings of thought,
interludes of physical hardening and matur-
ing reflectione. Those immensities subdued yetb
strengthened me.,

I who have played through the Rockies and along
the West Coast, been thrown By broncos in Wy-
oming, cast for trout in ice-cold mountain
streams, tried to climb Rainier, watched the
salmon run in Oregon, stood in wonder anong
the giant redwoods, seen the sun rise over gor-
geous Crand Canyon, felt the cool summer
freshn@ ss and viewed the unsurpassed gran-
deur of Vosemite, and laughed at the Clltt“”
and glamour of gaudy, self-conscious hollv-
wood=-I have enjoyed these things and 1ove
them all,

I, scion of farmers and workers, who have at=-
tended the scheools, grarmar school high
school, college and uvniversity, tualed with re-
knowned scholars, szt at the fest of famous
teachers, profited from the interplay of great
minds, enjoyed the friendship of free snwrlts,
I found there was none to deny me acce=s to the
noblest and best that man has thought.

Ve citizens of these United States are of many
nationalities and of many races, and combi=-
nations of all nationalities and all races; we
are of many creeds and of no creed; we are of
the mounbalno and the plains, of the winter
snovis and from sunay cliw*“; racially, relig-
iously, top ogfahhlcallv and climaticly our
country is many in one. From many we are
one; many diversities but all parts of one reat
xmolc; many roots uniting in one great trunk,
those United States.

When you wonder thet I am so wholly and de-
votedly American think of these my many
roots, of my tap root in the very heart cf these
States and of my laterals rooted in many
States, the whole uniting into one trunk in the
heart and head of me. Trom many, one. You
will then understand T hy T am of this land and
this land is of mo. ou will Then know wh; I
dearly love these qtus, why T ar an Amerie

6l
can, why this is :; land,

YWilliam Edward Zeuch









¢/o Franz Wertgen, Parkdale, Oregon. August 5, 1952
My dear Paul:

The announcement of your marriage sent to me in Mexico reached
" me just the other day. The postal authorities down there appear to
hold everything for a month or more before forwarding.

My very best wishes for the happiness of your wife and yourself,
and may there be many long years of such conjugal bliss. Since you
have known one another long enough to be really well acquainted,the
chances are that you have made no mistake. College romances have a
much better chance of permanent success than most any other kind.

It is interesting that your marriage should take place in the church
at Beaufort, S.C. which I know rather well. 1t is a lovely old build-
ing in a lovely spote. Prof. Goodhue and I lived a’t Port Royal just a
few miles from Beaufort for a couple years and used to go up to Begu-
fort qaite often. That church attracted our attention.

I take it that you are spending the summer in mngland.(I am sending
this letter to Fairhope with instmctions to forwardy Then I expect you
will go on to Denmark whder your Fullbright scholarship or fellowship.
1 spent the summer of 1932 in Denmark, Sweden and Norwaye. I spent two
weeks each at the folkschools at E§ tgﬁ Roskilde and Elsintre. The
first two were labor folksehools while e last called itself an in-
ternational peoples collegee. But 1t was more labor than anything else.
1 visited other folkschools but was rather disgusted with them. They
were spending most of their energies in a fundamentalist-modernist
religious struggle rather than in cultural activities. :

It is not cuite clear to me where and under whom you expect to
study in Denmark. Ordinarily we do not think of that country as having
any centers of graduate study. L take it, however, that you have found
something special on which you wish to work. se sure to make as many
side trips as possible to other parts of Europe during your year there.
there 1s much to see and much to learn from what you see.

1 do not know your wife, of course, but assume that she has her
interests,too, which will be furthered by the year in Denmark, Did
she major in the same flelds as yourself at Swarthmore? Or did she’
do her work in flelds that can be pursued in Denmark$

You will find the Danes, on the whole, a nice people., 'They are
as even tempered as their lands. Few ups and downs. And they possess
a sense of humor that is peculiarly their own.

‘here is little to tell of myself. 1L cameup here from San Miguel
de Allende &wo months ago to help a friend harvest his strawberry
erop and to look after investments here in Hood River Valley and in
Seattles After Labor Day I shall return to Los Angeles and enter the
V.. rdminisbrebion Center at Sawtelle for a good physical check up
and for some dental worke I rate domiciliary care there but am not
sure that T will avail mysglf of 1t. Depends on my condition. Before
going back down to Le.A. I shall do some visiting of friends in Seattle
and at Santa Cruz,.

Again wishing you both the grelatest possible happiness, L remain
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