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'" 
greatest of English hi~to1'ians, l\f ACAULA Y, aJ1(l onc of the most brilliant writers 01 

the prescllt century, has said: "Tile history of a country is best told in a record of the 
lives of its pcople." In conformity with this idea tUe POWrHAI'l' AND BlOGRAPIIICAI_ 

Awmr of this county has been prcparefl. Instead of going to musty records, and 
taking t llCrefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our 
corps of writers have.gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their 

enterprise and industry, brought the coullty to a rank second to none among t llose 
comprising this great and noble Statc, and from thcir lips havc the s tory of their life 
struggles. No more interesting or instrueti ve matter coukl be presented to an intelli­
gent public. In this volumc will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy thc 
imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing li fe in poverty , by 
industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited 
u(lvantages for sec uring an education, have uceome learned men aUll wOHlen, with an 
illlluencc c:s:tendillg throughout the length and ureadth of the lanel. It tells of men who 
have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have 
uecomc famous . It tells of those in every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and 
records how that success has usually crownerl their efforts. If tells also of many, very 

many, who, not seeking the applausc of the world, have pursued "the even tenor of Uleir way,'" content 
to havc it said of them as Christ said of the womun performing a deed of mercy- "they have done what 
they could." It tells how that lTIany in the pridc awl strcllgth of young manhood left the plow and the 
anvil, tlle lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country's 

. call went. forth valiantly "to do 01' die," and how throngh tlleir cfforts the Union was restored and peace 
once more reigned ill the I:mcl. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not 
be lost upon those who follow after. 

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and prescrve it as a saCl'ed t reasure, from the fact 
that it contains so much tllat would never finel its way into public records, and which would otherwise be 
inaccessible. Great care has' been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportu nity poss ible 
given to those represented to insure COl'l'ectlless in what hal:) been written, und the publishers flatter them­
selves that they give fo their readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biograph­
ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given. 

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the 
publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of thc work, some refused to give the 
informat ion necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of 
the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested 
one woul(l Le withheld. IIi a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made 
at their residence or pInec of business. 

CHICAGO, J une, 1890 
LAKJ;; ClTY PUBLISHING CO. 
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INTRODUGTORY. 

time has arrived when it 
becomes tlie duty of the 
people of this county to per­
petuate the names of their 
pioneers, to furnish a record 
of their early settlement, 
and relate the story of their 

progress. The civilization of our 
day, the enlightenment of the age 
and the duty that men of the pres­
ent time owe to their ancestors, to 
themselves and to their posterity, 
demand that a record uf their lives 
and deeds should be made. In bio­
graphical history is found a power 
to instruct man by precedent, to 
enliven the mental faculties, and 
to waft down the river of time a 

safe vessel in which the names and actions of the 
people who contributed to raise this country from its 
primitive state may be preserved. SLlrely and rapidly 
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered 
the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their 
heritage, are passing to the:r graves. The number re­
maining who can relate the incidents of the first days 
)f settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an 
actual necessity exists for the collectioll and preser­
vation of events without delay, before all the early 
settlers are cut down uy the scythe of Tillie. 

To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind 
from remotest ages. All will be forgoften soon enough, 
in spite of their best works and the most earnest 
efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of 
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion 
and to perpetuate their memory has ueen in propor­
tion to the "lllount of intelligence they possessed . 
Th~ pyramiC'ls of Egypt were uuilt to perpetuate the 
names and deeds of their great rulers. The exhu­
mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from 
buried Memphis indicate a desire of t!lose ' people 

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements. 
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same 
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the 
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu­
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their 
great achievements and carry them down the ages. 
It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling 
up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea­
to leave something to show that they had lived. All 
these works, though many of them costly in the ex­
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac­
ters of those whose memory they were intended to 
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of 
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and 
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity; 
the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum­
bling into dust. 

It was left to modern ages to establish an i!ltelli­
gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating 
a full history-immutable in that it is almost un­
limited in extent and perpetual in its action; and 
this is through the art of printing. 

To the present generation, however, we are in­
debted for the introduction of the admirable system 
of local biography. By this system every man, though 
he has not achieved what the world calls ' greatness, 
h'ls the means to perpetuate his life, his history, 
through the coming ages. 

The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of the 
physical man is left. The monument which his chil­
dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme­
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his 
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished, 
which otherwise would be forgotten, . is perpetuated 
by a rec'Jrd of this kind. 

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we 
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col­
lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we 
thil~k it necessary, a3 we speak only truth of them, to 
wait until they are dead, or until those who know 
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to 

. publish to the world the history of those whose lives 
are unworthy of public record. --
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of age wIlen his parents emigrated to Iowa, locat­
ing in this city. He was educated in the public 
schools, a graduate of Des Moines High School, 
and when old enough to to be of service was em­
ployed about his fatber's brick-yards. afterward be. 
coming foreman. He learned the mason's trade and 
worked at that business two years, after which, in 
in 1872, hc became connected with the banking 
interestg of this city as collection clerk for the Cit­
izens National Bank, which position he retained 
Llntil he was promottd to personal book-keeper. 
He afterward became geneml book-keeper and 
served in that capacity until ,Tanuary, 1883, wben 
he resigned to accept the cashiership of the Union 
Savings Bank, whieh was afterward merged into 
the Des l\J o-ines Savings Bank. . He' acceptably 
filled that position until the 1st of March, 1887, 
when he resigned to become Cashier of the State 
Savings Bank. That position was tendered him 
and aceepte(l on the organization of the bank and 
he has held it continuously since. The bank was 
·started in modest qnarters on Fifth Street and for 
the first eleven months, Mr. GeneseI' did all the 
work , laboring from early in the morning until 
late at night over his books: As the business in · 
ereased it was moved to its present commodious 
qn:u-ters in the Good Block, in 1888, and the result 
shows an increasecl business to a very flattering ex­
tent. On the 1 st of March, 1890, the books 
showed a line of (leposits to thc amount of $340,-
000. The Cashier has been its chief executive 
officer from the beginning and to h5s superior finan­
etal ahility and faithful and arduous service its 

snecess is largely attri lmted. 
Mr. GeneseI' was married in Des Moines, on the 

. 11 tl~ of Septem vel'. 1884. the lady of his clioice be­
ing l\liss Mary .J. Jcnnings, daullhter of Patrick 
and Mary (O'Neil) Jennings, and a native of the 
Empire State, bol'11 near Troy. They have two 
childrcn , daughters, Cora E. and Frances. The pa­
ronts are members of St. Ambrosc Catholic Church 
and in politics, Mr, GeneseI' is a Democrat. So­
cially, he is a member of the order of Catholic 
Knights of America, and is the Treasurer of the 
Des Moines braneh of that fraternity. He is also 
Treasu rer of the Capital City Oat Meal Company, 
and is a lnrge stockholder and Director in the State 

Savings Bank. A wide awake and encrgetic young 
business man, he occupies a prominent place in bus­
iness circles and has done much to place the bank 
on the firm financial footing where it stands to-day. 

lE RNEST B. GASTON, who ,,,Id,,, at Uni­
versity Place,. Polk County, is proprietor 
and editor of the Suburban Advocate. a 

seven column quarto, published in the interest of 
the north and .west suburbs of Des Moines. The 
Advocate was first established in May, 1887, by J. 
D. Bottenfield, who sold out to Charles MeCanon 
in October, 1887. He continued the publication of 
the paper until Augnst 20, 1889, when Mr. Gaston 
became its editor and proprietor. The paper is 
independent in politics, is rapidly increasing in 
influence and circulation. 

Ernest B. Gaston is a native of Illinois, having 
been born in Knox County, November 21,1861. 
His parents, James E. ann Catherine E. (Estep) 
Gaston, were both nati ves of Pennsyl vania, whence 
they emigraterl to Illinois, where they made their 
home until their removal to Des Moines ill 1865. 
The (leath of the father occurred at his home in 
this city, June 1, 1888, but the mOtheI' still SUI'­
vives and makes her home in Des Moines. 

Our subject began his school life in the capital 
city and completed his education in the Drake 
University, graduating from the commercial de­
partment in 1887, with the honors of his class. On 
leaving school he entererl upon bis business career 
as a real· estate dealer in University Place, where ' 
he bU,ilt a num bel' of houses. 

On t.he 24th of November, 1887, Mr. Gaston led 
to the marriage altar Miss Clara Mershon, a native 
of .Jones County, Iowa, and a daughter of C. H. 
Mershon, of Des Moines. Their union ~was cele­
brated in Des Moines, and bas been blessed wiLh one 
chilrl, a daughter, Frances L. The parents are both 
members of the Christian Church and take an active 
part in forwarding its interests. In politics Mr. Gas­
ton is a Republican, having supported that party 
since attaining his m~jority . He has~been honored 
with a I1umber of local offices, served two terms as 

! 
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Justice of the Peace, one as Town Recorder, was a 
mem lJE'r of the City Council_ o(,U ni versity Place 
for two years, which office he held when U niver­
sity Place was annexed ~ to Des 1\10ines. Socially, 
he is a meml)er of the.Lrgion of HOllor. His pub­
lic and private life are alikc above reproach and 
he deserves llO little crcdit for the part which he 
has takcn in the~advancement and upbnilding of 
Univcrsity Place. 

J
10HN TAYLOR, a retired citizen of Grant 

I
I Park, was born in Tallington, England, on 

the 15th of Julv, 1826, and is the son of 
~ John and Elizabeth Ann (Booth) Taylor. 

The father was a sllCpherd and angaged in that 
business throughout his entire life, having cilarge 
of great herds of sileep in Lincolmhirc. He was 
an upright and honorable man :md was a faithful 
member of the Methodist CllUrcl~. His death oc­
curred in his native county at the !lge of sixty-five 
years and his mother, a member of tbe Episcopal 
Church, passc(\ :l way at the age of eighty years. 
She was born, reared, married !lnd died beneath tile 
same roof, where for many years had lived her 
father, who was an industrious and energetic citizen 
and in that home rrared a family of fourteen chil­
dren. His death o'ccu rred in his ninety-ninth year. 
To John and Elizabeth Taylor were born s(!ven 
children, five sons and two daughters: William, 
who died in England; James, who came to this 
country in 1847, and thence removed to Canada, 

-where he spellt his remaining days; Charles died 
in England after ten weeks of intense suffering, the 
result of a fall; George died in infancy j Catherine, 
now I\1rs. Scars, resides near London; ~nrl Sarah is 
married :111(1 makes her home in that city. 

Although our subject is now numbered among 
. lhe well-to-do citizens of Polk County, his life has 
not been an easy one. When only nine years of 
age he was thrown upon bis own resources and 
forced to pe.rform !lily labor tbat presented itself. 
He at first only received eigh.t cents per day for 
his services. Struggling against poverty and its 
d isarl van tages, he worked on, s(;orl!ing no labor 

wltereuy he migllt cam an honest dulla!". At length, 
his wages being increased , he felt justified in mar­
rying !llld 011 the 1.6th of May, 11)53, wedded Miss 
Eliza Butler, who was bom in Spaulding, Lincoln­
shire, England, June 23, 1830, and is a daugltter 
of Matthew Butler, who for seven years served !lS 
captain on an English man-of-war. An excdlcnt 
position was then offered ltim by t.he government 
and he started on his return and last voyage. A 
storm coming up he received injuries wit ile earing 
for the ship which terminated his life a few days 
afterwards. Mrs. Tay lor·s parents had eleven chil­
chen, namely: Jane, .John, Haniet, Eliza, }\fary A. 
(I); Mary A. (2); }\faria, Sarail, Lucy Ann. Two 
died in infancy. Previous to lUrs. Tay lor's mar­
riage she was engaged in nursing seven years. 
Since 1869, she bas devoted much of her time to 
nursing, eightcen yeurs of which has becn in Des 
Moines. Her father serve(l seven years on one of 
Her l\Iajesty's vessels, at the close of which time 
he was g iven command of a vessel which be com­
manded till his deatll, which occurred at Boston, 
England. He was married to Sarah Gadsby, who. 
died in Boston, where she is buried. He died De­
cember 2, 1849, aged forty-five years. His wifc 
died in 1863, aged fifty-four years. 

The wedding tom of l\Ir. and Mrs. Taylor con­
sisted of a trip to America. Bidding good.by to 
home anrl friends tltey sailed for Queuec and located 
near l\filtoll, Canada, where thc husband found em­
ployment in the harvest .fielrls at $15 per month. 
When the harvest was gathered they removed to 
Stratford,Canada,and for a time he worked upon the 
Buffalo aBcl Erie Railroad. While there residing 
two of their seven cilildl'en werc born unto tlJClll : 

Elizabeth R., who was born April 28, 1854, bccame 
the wife of John Crady of Ft. Dodge, Iowa, by 
whom she has fOlll" daughters: Emma, Rose, Carrie 
and Anna. Charles Butler, who was bOI"11 in SLrat. 
ford, May 26, 1856, is a large ranchmftn residing 
in Clark and Lewis County, Mont. Seven miles 
of fence are required to enclose his land and he is 
the owner of three hundred head of horses. l\1iss 
Ada Whitc became his wifc. Prior to the birth of 
the next ch ild , Mr. Taylor removed to North 
Evans, N. Y., where on the 15th of .J(lnr, 1859, 
was born a daughLel' , Canie Elizabeth, who is now 

I 
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and supplemented his early knowledge by a course 
ill Franklin College. He learned the trade of car­
pelltry in ltis native town, and in 1855 emigrated 
to Iowa. He spent tue summer in Davenport and 
the following winter in Moli ne, Ill., but returned 
to Davenport in the spring of 1856. Tbe month 
of October the same year witnessed his arrival in 
Des Moines, whitber be bad come to work on tue 
first capitol building erected in this city. He fol­
lowed uis trade until the spring of 1860, when at­
tracted by the discovery of gold at Pike's Peak, he 
joined an expedition bound for tbat promising El­
dorado. Crossing the plains he spent one sum­
mer in the gold region but failed to find the 
antieipated fortune. 

In the fall, Mr. Lowry ',eturned to Des Moines 
an(l un the 22nd of Novemuer, was joined in wed· 
lock with Miss Mary E. Tumey, a native of Peters­
bnrg, Md., and a daughter of Daniel and Ellen 
Tumey. They have five children living. and have 
lost one. William Ho, the eldest, wed<1ed Miss 
l\Iary O'Conner, and is a residellt of Des Muines; 
Daniel Francis resides in the State of 'Washington; 
John D., single, is engnge(l with his father in the 
grocery business at No. 1304 East Ninth Street, 
Capita l Park; Mary Eo, resides at home; ,Mark died 
ttt the age of seven years; and Alil:e T. is the 
youngest. 

Mr. Lowry continued to work at his trade until 
1861, when he engaged as clerk in the store of J. 
M. l\Ioody, with whom he continued until elected 
to the office of City TI'l'asurer in 1871. He was 

,twice re-elected ftnd served three terms. Hc was 
also the people's choice for County Treasurcr in 
1873, and served turee terms in that office. While 
holding the latter position he was' required to 
make good a loss of $7,000 county func~ whieh 
he had on !leposit with F. R. West & Son, bHnk­
el'S, at the time of their failure. This was all 
unjust and severe hardship to Mr. Lowry, but by a 
vote of.the people of the county.lle was subsequently 
re-imbursed. He was an efficient and faithful 
offieer and his great popularity is shown by the 
fact that, while he was known to he an earn-

est Democrat, he was three tImes elected to the re­
sponsible office of Coun.ty Treasurer ill the face of 
from thirteen hnndred to sixteen hundred Revub-

lkan m:cjoi"ity. 1\11'. Lowry was reared under tuc 
auspices of tue Presbyterian, Church, bllt after his 
marriag..! united with the Roman Catholic Church, 
of which his wife has been n consistent member 
since her girlhood. He is a member of the An­
cient Order of United 'Workmen nnd for a quar­
ter of a century h:Js been identified with the 
Masonic order. 

G
-.J EN. JAMES BAIRD WEAVER, late l1lelll­

III her of Congress from the sixth district of 
~ '=~ Iowa, anel a prominent lawyer and politi­
dan of the State, was bol'll in Dayton, Ohio, un 
the t2th of .June, 1833. His parents, Abram 
au(l ~~usan (lillIe,}') 'Weaver, were also natives of 
the Buckeye State and became pioneers of Davis 
C()unty, Iowa. The family is of English origin 
and was established in America in Colonial days by 
emigrants from England who settle<1 in New York. 
Mem bel'S of the family serve!l in the'Var for In­
dependence and otbers became men of noLe in the 
various communities where they resi(lcd. 'William 
Weaver, grandfather of our subject, remuved 
from New York to Ohio in the daY-il of its early 
settlement an(l server] as a Judge in oue of tbe 
courts in tha't State. During tue J ndian Wars, he 
WftS in commnll,l of a fort thftt stood at a puint, 
now the foot of Main Street, Cincinnati. He also 
jlltrtieipatecl in the War of 1[:,12. 

Abram \\Teaver, father of Gon. 'Venver, wns 
born and rOll,reel in Ohio, and in 1835 l'emove(l 
with his family to Cass County, Mich., whcre he 
followed farming until 1842, when he emigrated 
Westward. On the 1st of l\Iay, 1843, (the first 
day on which the whites were allowed to enter 
upon the reservation which Ila!l been purchased of 
tlte ~ac and Fox Inll ians) lie settled in Da v is 
Connty, Iowa. He took an active part in puIJlil: 
affair~ and for ten years held the offiee of clerk 
of the court of 1-hat county. Subseqently"tie re­
moved to Atchison County, Kan. . where he 
served as clerk of the court for f01lrteen yenrs. His 
(leath occurre!l in the city of Atchison in the 
spring of 10891 nt the nge of ciglity-tltree years. 
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His wife, the mother of Gen. 'Veaver, was born ill 
Ohio, and was descended from an old and promi­
nent New Jersey family. She died prior to het' hus­
band, in the spring of 1888. 

The subject of this ~ketch spent his boyhood 
days upon his father's farm, and when fifteen years 
of age went to Bloomfield, where he availed him­
self of such ellucaiional advantages as the l~ iolleer 

schools afforded. During this period he wru; em­
ployell a part of the time in carrying the mails on 
horseback between Bloomfield and Fairfield, his 
father having the contract on that rou te. In 1850, 
young Wcavcr decid ed to adopt the legal profes­
sion as a business and entered upon tile study of 
law in tile office of I-Ion. Samuel G . McAchrall of 
Bloomfield, bui soon aftenvnrds, hc entercd 
the store of C. W. Phelps as salesman and pur­
sued his readings in such leisu re t imes as he 
found available. In 1853, he drov e an ox-team 
across the plains to California for a relati ve and re­
turned by way of the Panama ronte and New York 
in the fall of the sam e year. The following year 
he clerked for Edward Manning, a merchant of 
Bonaparte, Iowa. His em ployer urged him to re­
main under the promise of increased salary and an 
ultimate partnership in tbe business, but tltis he 
declined and again turned to his favorite project, 
that of becoming a hwyer. In the autumll of 
1854, he cntered the Cincinnati Law ' School and 
was graduated in the cla~s of 1855 , with the de­
gree of L. L. B. In May of the same year Ire 
opened a law office in R!oomfield, where he has 
pursued the practice of his professio)1 except when 
in the service or employed in official or politi cal 
work. 

On the breaking out of the laie war, Mr. Weaver 
was one of the first to respond to President Lin­
coln's call for troops, and in April, 1861, enlisted 
as a private of CompallY G, Second Iowa Infant.ry, 
intending to enter the First Regiment, but missed 
it on account of his company not filling soon 
enough. He was elect€d First Lieutenant of the 
company, which position he held until Octuber, 
1862. Having participated in the batt,les of Don 
elson, Shiloh and the seige of Corinth, he was 
comnJissioned Major. on the eve of the bat­
tle of Corinth, an bonor unsolicited by him . 

Dur ing the sanguinary battle of the following 
day Col. James Baker was mortally wounded, 
and tll c succeeding day Lieut. Col. N. H. Mills 
fell a victim to the enemy's bullets. Thus the 
command of the regiment devolved upon Maj. 
Weaver until the end of the engagement. Seven 
days later he was unanimously chosen Colonel 
and was dll ly commissioned by Gov. Kirkwood. 
'Vithin otte week he had risen from lieutenant to 
culonel and continued to lead the gallant Sec­
ond Iowa Regiment until the expiration of 
the term of service on tbe 27th of May, 1864, 
when be was mustered out. During his war exper­
ience he never missed a march, a skirmish or a 
battle in which his command took part. At the 
capture of Fort Donelson a ball perforated his hat 
and cut a furrow through ids hair, which is the 
nearest he caUle to being hii. He led the brlgade 
which crossed the Oostenaula, during the battle of 
Resaca, Ga., discovered the enemy's position, laid 
the pontoon bridges under fire, and after crossing, 
the brigad e drove the ene~y from the rifle pits.be­
fore him. He bore the re pntation of never shrink­
ing from the most perilous position , while the 
magnetism of his presence inspired his subordinate 
officers and men with confidence and ho pe. He was 
hrevetted Brigad ier General on the 22nd of May , 
1866, to elate from the 13th of March, 1864, "for 
gallan t and meritorious services," the United 
States Senate confirming the well deserved honor. 

After the close of the war, Gen. Weaver resume(l 
tlie pmctice of law in Bloomfield, and ill 1866 was 
elected Distri ct Attorney of the second judicial dis­
trict of Iowa, nml the followin g year was appointed 
Assessor of I nternal Revc nue for the first district of 
the State,which posi tion he hela six years, or until 
the offjce was abolished by law. In 187-1, Gen. 
Weaver came within o'ne vote of being the Repub­
lican nominec for Congress from his distriet and 
in 1875, against his wishes was a prominent can­
didate for Governor. He was one of the organ­
izers of the Republican party in Iowa in 1856, and 
affiliated with that party until 1877, since which 
time he has been prominently identified with the 
National Greenback Labor party and its most con­
picuons leader in the W(!st. In the fall of 1878, 
he was nominated by that party for Congress, 111 -
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dorscd by the Democrats, and was elected by a 
vote of 16,366 against 14,308 cast for E. S. Samp­
son, the Repu blican nomin~e. On the 18th of 
Marcil, 1879, he took Ilis seat as a member of the 
Forty-sixth Congress. In June, 1880, he was 
nominated for the presideney by the National 
Greenback Labor party and in the November 
election received 307,740 votes for that office. In 
1884 he was returned to Congress by the com bined 
vote of his and the Democratic party and took his 
seat in the · Forty-ninth Congress on the 7th of 
December, i885. Having twice held the office the 
people knew of his worth and ability and again sent 
him as their representative to the legislative halls 
of the Nation. The broad anc1liberal views of pub­
lic policy advocated by Gen. Weaver is shown in 
the spirit of his letter of acceptance when nom· 
inated for the presidency, from which we make the 
following extract: 

"One of the grand missions of our party is to 
banish forever from American politics that llcplor­
able spirit of sectional hatred which for base pur­
poses has bcen fostered by the leaders of tho old 
parties. This has greatly decei ved and em bi ttcred 
the public min ~l both North aIH] South. Our civ­
ilization demands a new party dedicated to thc 
pursuits of peaco anel which will not allow the war 
issues ever to be re-opoened, and will rentler tho 
military strictly suuorc1inate to the civil power. 
Tue war is ovor, and the sweet voice of Pence, 
long negleded, calls us to worship at hel' alt.ars; 
let us erowd her temples . with willing votaries. 
Let us have a free ballot, a fair COllnt and equal 
rights for all classes; for the lahoring men in 
Northern factories, mines and workshops, and for 
the struggling poor, both white and black, in the 
cotton tields of the South." 

On the 12th of July, 1858, Geu. ·Weaver was 
married in Keosauqua, Iowa, to Mi8s Clara Vill­
so~:, a native of St. Mary'S, Ohio. She is a woman 
of superior talent and culture, and is one of the 
leaders of the State in the W,. oman's Foreign Mis­
sionary work. Gen. and Mrs. Weaver have seven 
children living, two S011S and five daughters and 
lost one son in in fancy. l\I a ud , the eldest of the 
family became the wife of Rev. E. A. Robinson, 
of Cincinnati, Iowa; James B. marrictl Miss Fay 

Atkills, and is a membp-r of the law.firm of Gutcll, 
Connor & W ea vcr of Des J\l oines; Susie is sti II at 
home; Abram C. is engaged in farm iug Ilear Bloom­
field, Davis Connty, Iowa; Laura, Ruth and Esther 
complete the family. 

Gen. ·Weaver is a Knight Templar Mason am] 
also a member of the Odd Fpllows socidy. In the 
temperance cause_he is an enl'l1est worl,el' and is an 
official mem bel' of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
He was !l. lay delegate to the general conference 
which met in Baltimore · in 1876, and has been 
promincntly identified with that church for many 
years. Sillce 1883, he has been one of the editors 
and pr0prietors of the Iowa T1"ib1l1w of Des Moines, 
which paper is the recognized organ of the Nat­
ional Labor party ill the ·West and a powerful 
dwmpion of the rights of the people in opposition 
to all monopolies. G en. Weaver is a clear and 
forcillie writer, a talented and able lawyer, and 
one of the most eloquent anc] popular public speak­
ers in the U nitcd States. lIis COllrse as a lawyer, 
soldier . aud statesman has won for him a forc­
most place among, the distinguished men of the na­
tion . 

-r~r-------~ ~-------'~~--
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'- A 1\1 ES C. SAVEI{Y, the pionecr hotel man Of 

Des l\loines, came here in 1853 and opened 
~ a hotel in a log IlOuse which was situated at 

.~} the southeast cOrnet' of Walnut aml West 

Third Streets,and which was known as The Marvin. 
He also dealt in real ~state and took an active in­
terest in the improvement and development of the 
city. In 1856, when the capital was located in Des 
Moines, a joint stock company W[lS formed for the 
purpose of building a first-class hotel building. 
l\I r. Savery was the leading spiri t in the enterprise 
and the result was the Saver}' Hotel, now known as 
the Kirkwood, of which he became the owner and 
which was conducted by his brother until 1878. 
Financial trou bles having overtaken him, he in 
connection with MI'. Allen, a banker in Des Moines, 
went to Montana, where he engaged in mining and 
other enterprises. Having in a few years recuper­
ated his finaneial condition he returned borne and 
became br~ely illterested in renl estate in Iowa in 


