


NATIONAL CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

T & G BUILDING, HOBART PLACE, CANBERRA, A.C.T., “us*vl\\.\.
P.O. Box 373, Canberra City. Telegrams: ‘““Comdev’” Canberra. Telephone: J 0499

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE:

25th July, 1967.

Dear Sir,

I shall be most grateful if you will be so
kind as to supply me with descriptive information on
the leasehold land and urban management arrangements
for the City of Fairhope.

A recent letter to an Australian newspaper
made a brief reference to these arrangements in your
city and my curiosity was aroused. Here in Canberra,
a city of 100,000 persons and the National Capital
of Australia, the freehold of all the land is retained
by the Commonwealth Government and 99-year leases
made available to private persons and companies for
building development. It could be that your arrange-
ments have much in common with ours here in Canberra.

Yours faithfully,

VO

(R.W. ARCHER)
Principal Urban Economist

The President,

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
City of Fairhope,

ALABAMA. U.S.A.



Cot. 25; 196?

Mr. R. W. Archer
P. 0. Box 373
Canberra City,
Australia

Dear Mr. Archer:

We are sending you herewith material that will explain our means of
applying land value taxation here in Fairhope. In the planning
and organizational stsge those who became the founders of Fairhope
had anticipated contributions of many thousands of dollars with
which to purchase land on which they would establish thelr model
commurity.

Unfortunately meny who had been expected to provide the financial
contributions were unable to do so when the time came, However,
even though there were only a few hundreds in the land fund where
they had expected thousands and less then a dozen familles to plo-
neer in the new venture, a start was made. Instead of a tract
comprising some fifteen thousand acres as they had fondly antici-
peted in the early organizational stage their initlial start was on
less than two hundred acres, and that not all in one solld tract.

While there have since been many additions as a result of later
contributions to the land purchase fund, the community they start-
ed grew far faster than the ability of the pioneers to supply land
for lease to later arrivals., As & result the land belonging to the
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, and subject to its 99 year leases
constitutes only about one-fifth of the land area within the munic-
ipal boundaries of the City of Falrhope.

The City of Fairhope has a mayor-council form of governmert. It
owns its water and sewer systeme and its natural gas and electrlc
distribution systemg., In addition to many regulative ordinances

it has a plarning and zoning commission, Its revenues are provid-
ed by ad valorem taxes on land, buildings and many items of person-
al progerty. Our land and the buildings and personal property of
our lessees are taxed to the same degree as are others, Additicnal
revenues are derived frowm business licenses, taxes on all aicoholic
bevereages, cigarettes and some miscellaneous sources as well as

a qulte considerable amount in profits from the orveration of the
utilities.

I nmust confess that we have lagped behind in fully and effectively



anticipating the increases in the rental values of our lands and
requiring those who lease the land to increase their contributions
to the common fund accordingly. As a result of this neglect we
adopted some arbitrary measures to prevent the private appropria-
tion of such publicly created increasses as you will note in the
"Application For Land” form.,

We are now attempting to develop more accurste and scientific means
of determining such increases and revising the rental charges ac-
cordingly. We enticipate rescinding these arbitrary controls when
we have made more progress along these lines., I would be interest-
ed in learning to what extert Canberra is able to depend upon its
rent collections to defray locel expenses.

Sincerely yours,

C. A. Gaston, Secretary

cae:
H. P. Inglis
Box 2959 GPO
Sydney Australia
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Jane 19, 1939,

lMre Stephen Xraussz,
Jokaiengl2 :
Budapest, Hungary,

Dear Sirie

We were much interested to receive your enquiry con-
ecerning the operations of our Single Tax Colony and to learn
that consideration is being given to the entablishmont of a
Colony in Hungary.

I am enclos ng some documents and forms which we use
and wnder sepatate cover I am sending additional material
whiech I hepe will be of use te you., However the public revee
nue (taxation) system of your country may be quite different
from that in force here and you may have to work along differ-
ent lines, ‘

A8 you will note from a study of the printed mater-
ial we have only attempted to substitute rent for advalorem
taxes and public improvement assessments that are levied upe
on the lands abutuing, as sidewalks, etreet pawving, sewers,
etcs The multitude of indireect taxee hidden in the price of
merchandise and cost of services, license charges on business
and prpfestional enterprises and on automobiles continue to
fall as heavily on the members of our Colony as on others,

Perhaps the greatest benefit our Colony provides
is that through ites collection of the rent possession of land
except for use is rendered unprofitable and the activities ’
and growth of the 'community are unhindered by those who would
hold land to reap the inereased value resulting from the growth
and needs of the community. «ls0 since our leasing plan re-

quires no payment to secure possession all invesimente in the
Colonw are for ladbor and labor products and therefore most
effective in promoting exchanges. ;

Our demonstration has bean prevented from showing
the fullest benefits of our policy since we have had to pay
taxes on lands held in reserve from which no rent is receive
ed but on which taxes were levied by the State and County
and in Town by the municipality. Such lands are of cours di-
minishing as time goes on and the rent fund available for
lessee benefits is anmually inecreasing.

4t the outset our Corporation contracted with its
lessees to not only pay the taxes levied by the politieal
subdivisions on the land but also to pay all taxes levied on
the improvements and personal property held hy the lessee
on his leasehold. In some cases these taxes came to exceed
the rent paid by the lessee and it was considered that an
element of danger to the life of the Corporation resulted



i

and that it were betéer to sacrufice a ménor degree of princi-
ple to safeguard the Colony 8o you will note in the lease
form I am sending you that the Corporation does not obligate
itself to absorb taxes of lessees in an amount greater than
the rent paid by the lessee except as such taxes are on the
land only.

Fairhope, as you will note has now been carrying on
1tn activities for more than forty years and has been growing
steadily and the community improving in quality as the years
pass, Some wonder why it is that in this time all the lands

‘80 freely available have not been taken up and the community

forced to expand its boundaries, Fairhope is not m in a sec=-

‘tion of the country that has the highest quality of soil nor

where the social advantages are such as to create a demand for
gites for industrial and commercial development, Its trans-
portation facilities connecting with the rest of the country
are of an inferior character and so its growth measured by its
natural and economic¢c disavantages ies the more striking since
despite all this it is the largest town in the county and by

- far the most progressive and offers its citizens social ade

vantages superior to many larger towns in this section,

I believe I have told all that will be of partic-
ular advantage to you but I assure you that I shall be most
pleased to have further commmication vithmiou and to give
any specific information you may desire, Vith sincere best
wishes for a successful Single Tax Colony in Hungary I am,

Very truly yours,

“Becrotarys
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Jan. %. 1959,

Foul Hubai, _ : :
‘Budapasi, . moefa uccs 13, .

- Hungary, Tuorope, ‘
Dea

i
BILE G-
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Te are much pleoased to learn of your continued ine
terest in fairhaope and the cconomic demonsiration We are Golre
rying out here, ‘¢ have pot publiched any recont prospeetus
and under sep.rate cover I wa sailing you $de 1932 issue and
some oiher litevature imeluding o cogy of our lceal DROET,
the Pairbhope Courior. e :

-~
-

ay Lather, Ty Be Cuaston vho ras largely instrumens
%8l in the founding of Qadrhope and who wad more resyonsibdle
for guicing it tirough the tryfug years of doudt and dicecens
tlon jassed on Iagt yoar end mny of ithe oiher origzing
foundai's have Jome ou Wt eontrery e predietions Tairhope
adheros to the .rincivies on which it was founded end the
superiorily of ily fundament:l gconomic policy’ is ever more
apparant. ] : : i ;

feirhoye is now the largest towm in the oouniy sud

has more public ioprovements ithan any other and is by fer

the most highly dovelopod in & eccinl my. This 18 jrodade

iy due t¢ the broades distridbution of wealth here, The eohe
“trast botueon the very wealthy and the very ooy is not found
in Pairtope due fo the fuel that thore is no opportunity to
voquire inordinate weelih end thore ie an aver oven onportun-
ity for tie wmbiticus poor to elovata their Atandard of living.

O the laog! pagee of the prog ectus unmder the title
Impor:ent “veutu Skotched Prom Jon., 1920 to .unoe 1922 you will
find refersace i{v the aunual renit ccllections and while there
mae sone furiher declino in wmudbsequent years due in large pert
{0 the gurrendar of lots that hd Yeen leased with a view to
speculation, the last ysar'o ront cclleoticns, 133,931,095 are
‘the higheat in the history of the Colony ami the lsssees pay=-
the reni ere clmost entirely boma fide users of their lease-
holds. ‘ .
R There have been no coanciderzble addtions to the
Corporation's land holdings in rocent years except the ace
quirement of some lands immediately in demané by lessees and
the taking of 2 few town lots either as gifts or for crefit on
reant accounte of lessces, It is the opinion of the writer
that the best policy is to withhold expamsion until the pres-
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the only true road to pozce and presperity I am,

ent noldings ars under loase, Ualeasced lands are only produc-
tive in a very suall way if at all aad the burden of taxes on
the lands held idle mus¢! necessarily come from the rents paid
by iessees and Lo that sxtont the rent fund is not awailable
for direct bsuefits in the way of pudlic imyrovements and sere
vices, I be.lave too that if the prosent revenue and econone
ic policies pravail there will be no difficulty in vurchasing
additional lands whea nceded at rensonable prices beeause the
result will be contiauved failvres of individu-ls foreing them
to sell for whatever they oan gets -

' Cur Corperatica now owne sme 4,000 acras of agrie
cultural lanc outeide the Town of Feirhove and this is very
largely under lease, JIagide the Corporate limits there is a
total of 1,01i6,4% acrse of which our Corporetion vwme 3527.27
acres or a iitide lerg than one-flouvrth, 4Ae ovidonce that
the citizens of Fairhope huve hod confiterce in the Cornoe

ration and apprecicte the adveniagee ite policy offers them

in 1908 the totul tuxable wvalue of irmprovenents in the towm
wae $045,620 wnd the wlue of the Mnyprovensnte on onr lands
for tax purpcves wae 440,965, thug rore then four-fifths of
the iumprovenests are ou less then ome-~foorth of the lande
The towel ceeeesad vulve of the lande woo 299,020 dollars

' while our iess tuwn one-fovrih accounted for 241,720 dollars

of thise Our le.sees ncgoniind for (wo=thirds of *Ya nnde
essed vaiue ol yaroonal proparty.

I do nol huve any recont Tigures on population
but the 1930 ceasun listed 1549 regidents in tha towm. I
am sure this Lus Iagraaged by at least one~third and Hrohabe
4y more dut there will not Lo another ofTinldl censuls uwitil
next yeur. I have no JTiguras av te the number of hess live
iaz on Corporation lunde hHut I believe the pronerty ratio

‘would hold as to population. .lgst of the luesees live ine

s8ide the Toun and thay are empioysd largely in the services
and professicus, Jairhops deriving much of ite revenue
fromn 1ts resort Lealurss,

1 hope the.lalormaticn gsiven 1e what you desire
but I shall welocme further queetiomiang, I receatly had
a letter frem Stephen Krauss, Jokaien,1?, your city,ask.
ing for inforfmation and stating that eonsicderantionvap being
@iven to startin: a cclony shere, I note that I have given
you some infc.waticn not given him ané erhaps you twe will,
get together and gonpare notes, Vith every cood wish for
Jourself and & eincere hope -that treubled Furepe may find

Very truly yours,

Tecretary,



To the Council of the City of Fairhope, Alabama

Some years ago 1 had the pleasure to read about your City from
the printed matter you published in memoriam of the foundation of your
Colony.

As I am intensely interested in the improwvement of Fairhope,l ask
You, tnat in case ‘there WJULd furtheNr informations be published about
the City to kindly send them to me.-If there would fail nUCﬂ So will
you please let me have your prospectus of the year of 1352

There is of special interest to me of how many acres of areas
is Fairhope located and what is the number of her population.-What is
the price of an acre of land in Fairhope and what is the business of
tifejipeople.

The abovementioned data would be necessary to have for those,who
very well know Henry Geage’s princip and are eagerly interested in the
improwvement of the city the life of wich is based upon it,

Yery truly your

Poud Hu@m

Budapest.Akacfa ucca 13,

Hungary,Surope.

X ot ’&m Mﬁm«d«»

!
\uv(&dhd& .ev414kh7 cau.‘tkm



Budapest,July 12th 1933

MAGYAR JOZSEF

The Municipality of Fairhope,
v Fairhope, Alabama,

e e e e e e o e e

Centlemen:

I remember that, some time ago, I saw a
copy of the periodical "The American Review of
Reviews" containing an article by Mr.R.F.Powell
and entiteled: A single-tax colony, An economie

experiment at Fairhope.

I am a follower of Henry George’s teachings
and member of the Henry CGeorge Club of our city.
I would,therefore, be obliged to you if you were
kind enough to give me some informations of the
experiment aiming the introduction of a single-tax

system in your city.

-~ If there hae been published some books,
pnmphlets etc. about your experiment and the events
happened. in your city,please notify me authors,
titles and editors of them and to write me how to

get them.

The above menticned number of the MAmerican
Review of Reviews" would alsc be interesting for

me .

Awaiting your reply, I am, Gentlemen, with
many thanks in advance,

Yours faithf;%ly
G/
Address:
Mr.Joseph Megyar,
Vaczi-ucca 25,
Hungary. Budapest, IV.,




July 24,1933,

Br. Joseph Magyar,
Vaczi~ycca 25,
Budapest, 1V.,
Hungary.

My Dear Mr. Magyari= “

Qur mayor kindly handed to me for reply yours of
12th instant, to the "Municipality of Falrhope® and it gives
me pleasure to do so.

Nogt of the information you desire, I think, will b
be best found in printed matter I am mailing. This ifcludes
a ®Quarter Centennial History" a copy of our constitution;

cope of our leasefor, including application (whib is a part
of the lease contract; an addrase made by met %? the Chilocago
8

Henry George onngrese in 1928. Sorry I do not ve yet in
print a copy of address I made at Meamphis, Tenn., last Octo=

ber., ;
In the Chicago addrese? ®Single Tax Colonies or En-

claves, " you will find onthe gscond page in three marke  pare
agraphs the general plan of our Colony. On the following pag e
you will find a statesent of claims of accomp lishments,

In the "History" you will find interesting matter
relative to the beginnings and in the latter part will find
mor:= on accomplisments.. Also on another little sheet which I
am including, “"Figures Showing Interesting Compurisons Batwee n
Fairhope and Other Alabam Towns® you will, as stated find
*"Interasting Coasparisons.®

I am also includi ng with matter I seni, the cover
pagés and some inside pages of a folder our local Chasber of
Commerce issued a little while, out of all copies rave been
8ent out, for the views it gives. Due metion was made of the
8ingle Tax Colony."®

; I do not have avallable a copy of the Review of Re-
views, with article by Mr. Powell, who died about a year ago.

I hope this matter will be found interesting and if
any escential inforsation ie found lacking, you will advise me.

T am sendl g you lat: copiee of the Fairhope Ooure
fer. ’ ; Sinecerely and fraternally
vv’ 4 /,,

Sﬂcretary.

T
sl



6 1 '66
C. A, Gaston
Fairhope
Alabama USA

Dear lir Gagton ? Thank you for copies of

the Constitution of Fairhopf Single Tax Corporation,
the Lease form , Application for Lend form , the 1964
Report and the leaflet setting out the inspiration of
Fairhope's founders s and also for the copy of your
letter which was sent to the secretary of the Royal
Commission now sitting in Sydney and which is inguiring
into valuations and rating ., ( I take it that copies
of allthe above documents were sent the secretary of the
Commission . ) Good use will be made of these prints,
The Commission has been sitting for some weeks
now , The presiding judge has other duties which
require his absence from the Commission from time %o
time . So there are delays , (lir Justice Else litchell
also presides at the Land ang valuation Court which hears
appeals on valuations”of land and other apposite matiters).,

The case to be presented by the Land Values

Research Committee has been prepared . It is a some-
what lé%thy document . I shall see if I can get a
copy sent you . A barrister has been retained to

: ; . . alwavs :
watch the Committee's interests snd is & S presant in

Court . An odd lot of evidmnce has been heard so
fam o It is likely that the inguiry will go on for
many months yet . Some reports will appear in

GOOD GOVERNMENT ( previously THE STANDARD ) which I
believe is posted to you .

Again my best thanks . I remain ,

» i 'd
yours sincerely , ;%f ji }éz Mf,
Y Cpe
ST
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Nov, 16, 1965

¥r., D. Feeney, Secretary

Royal Commission

Box 180 C, St James Post Office
Sydney, N. 3. W., Australia

Dear Mr. Feeney:

At the request of Mr, Harold Inglis we are sending you the en-
closed material concerning our Corporation's application of ground
rent as s basis for providing public revenue. Unfortunately our
Corporation owns and controls only about one-fifth of the land
within the municipal boundaries of the City of Failrhope. The
ground rent charged our lessees ocoupying our land in the City
is more than sufficliernt to cover all ad valorem taxes levied by
the State, County, School Uistrict and City on our land and on the
bulldings and personal property of our lessees and theilr tenants.

The current annual rent levied on our Corporation land in the
City amounts to $100,820.16, approximately 6.9 per cent of a rated
capltal value of $1,462,000.00, which is probably appreciably under
the true capital value if based on sales of adjacent lands in the
City. The total tax levy of State, County, School District and City
on our land and the taxable property of those who occupy the land
amourts to £88,547.78, of which the City's share amounts to
$33,921.00. To produce the same amount in ground rent would re-
quire a rate of 2.32 cents in the dollar compared to the seven
pence in the pound reported by ¥Mr. Inglis to be the .rate in his
area, which at the current rate of exchange would be eguivalent to
2,92 cents in the dollar.

Unfortunately our City does not have the authority to levy but
a fraction of the rental value of the land, approximately three-
tenths of a cent in the dollar as estimated on the basis of the as-
sessed value of our land. As a result bulldings and personal prop-
erty are taxed at the same rate as lard ard the total return falls
short of adequately financing essgential City services so business
licenses, cigarette taxes and beer and liquor taxes and permits are
resorted to to supply sufficient revenue. This low levy on the un-
improved value of the land encourages land speculatiom, I hope you
will be successful in rreventing such levies there.

Very truly yours,

C. A. Caston, Secretary
ce:
¥r., Inglis
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From , H. F. Inglis
Box 2959 G.P.0O.,
Sydney , Australia ,
The Secretary ,

THE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION

Fairhope , Alabama , U, S, A,

Dear Sir , ) Boyal Commission to enquire into

local government finance and land valuations is soon to

commence in New South Wales .

I should like you to send to the secretary of the Commission

some literature appertaining to your project in Fairhope .

The address for such material to be forwarded is :

Mr. D, Feeney

Secretary , Royal Commission ,
Box 180 C |

St. James Post Office

Sydney , N. S. W,

Australia ,

I am sure that anything you can tell the Commissioners

about Fairhope will be most helpful to their enquiry .

As you no doubt know , local government in the State of
New South Wales draws its revenue from land values . The land
is valued , except in some areas , by the Valuer-general , a
State government officer . Shires and municipalities then
" gtrike " a rate at so much in the pound ( our unit of currency)
The rate in the area where I live is sevenpence in the pound .
It is rarely more than that , Some malcontents feel that
other forms of revenue , like a local income tax , should be

unimproved ,

used to supplement this rate on the unimperved value of land ,
and they have been able to persuade a new government to set up
the above-mentioned CommiSsion to enquire into " all " aspects

of the matter

T shall keep you informed of eventualities .

With kinds regards , 922 )2 3
Sincereky. ld SN g



Apr. 11, 1952

- Ty e =Y
Sr. Jos€ Anglada &
o : - v
it jas, 3, pral., 1.
Barcelcona, Grain

Dear Senor:

e were pleased to get your enguiry concerning our Fair-
hope Cclony. We are particularly ;¢9a5cd to learn that in your
ccuntry there is 2 contirued interest irn the grest reform prenosed
by Henry Gecrge. Only through the insti tutdon of his Jjust, rracti-
ca? and simrle proposals can we have satisiying corder in tcday's

cmplex worlc.,

NV - 1

It was the ?vrfcse cf tre Fairkore Colony's fcunders to
apply tkose vrincivles to the fullest pcscsible ghtent cn such land
as they =i 3ht acouire. A corporation was formed which was financed
by conuribut ions from members. These funds were used to locate and
purchtase a ccleny site. liembers and ctrers leased the land ¢f the
corrcration uvn 9% years leases that provide for annuel payment te
the corrcraticn of the rental value of the ianﬂ held under such
leaces., These annual gaywemtg increass as the land becomes wore
valuable as a recsult of the instituticr of public services and as
demand increases as a result cf increased populzticn.

m

is requirement of payment to the corypcraticn of the an-
nual ”emaal value of its land rrevents such land from having any
sale vaiue and destroys the incentive to hold lané fcr speculation
or cut of use. As a ccnsequence the corporation' s unleased lands
are continually available, withcut purchase price tc meet the ex-
;and*ﬁw needs of a "1"c,zm:> popul ation. When the colcnists took
rosession of the land early in 1895 there was nothing of value on
the land. Tcday this land is the most intensely and mest eflectively
used of all the land in this ccumtx. Nowhere else in the county is
there such ccncentration of investment of individually cowned private
capital in physical improvements such as residences and commercial
buildings. ’ . ‘

However we must admit that Fairhope is peowerless to vaiy
illustrate the benefits that might be expected from a full applicaticn
of the Henry Gecrge proposals. Our limited and inferior natural re=-
scirces make it imposcible for us to preoduce locally most of the
things needed to maintain cur current stsndard of living. Since
these are frcduceﬂ where the single tax does not prevail the pur-
ehzem .o ripe--Fs Sui



chase price is inflated with the taxes that have been levied be-
for it reaches the consumer. Alsc since we agree to pay for the
lessee improver of our land the taxes on his buildings and other
rroperty held upen the land leased from the Colcny and such tax-
es must reflect the inefficiencies and extravagance of politigal
government such payment constitute a drain on the rent collection
fund ocut of fair proportion to the benefits returned in the way
c¢f geovernment expenditures.

Lespite all obstacles and limitations we have accomplished
an cutstanding demonstration that is aprarent to the casual observer
when he comapres the develcrment corn Colony land with that else-
wheire In this section., We are enclosing a copy of our constitu-
ticn, lease contract, etc. which you will no doubt find interest-
ing. EShould vou want to make further enguiry we will be glad to

=
i e R O
hear fros Y,

Very truly yours,

o

aBCIre



The Secretary,
L Single Tax Corporation,

FAIRHOPE, Alabama

REMITENTE: . U. S. A-
JOSE ANGLADA

SITJAS, 3, pral., 1.°-TELEFONO 26011

! BARCELONA |




Dear Sirs: In = prospectus my friend Mr. J.*
Rupert Mason of San Francisco sent me I learnt
about your Corporation, and as I a2m Interested
to know the details 2bout it which you so kindly
offer, I beg you to give me full information
about your organization based on the single tax
systenm. )
Thanking you beforehand for your atten-
tion, I remain, dear Sirs,

Yours very truly,

Aeas

26~-11-1952
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can only hope that some time
be adorted by ocur ﬁuvernwenf Then our
ccme the haven for Tnic;eano that it
came here before the land had all :ue*
However 1f the Eurcrean Governments should :
Fle orrortunity there wculd be greatly expal
sire to remain in the land of their fathers.
that we cannot assist you and assurance that you v
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shculd yocu manage to get teo Fairhcpe, I am,
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111 be Welconme

Nost sincerely yours,



HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
CHARTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
50 EAsT 69TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

TELEPHONE: RHINELANDER 4-8700

November 30, 1951

Mr. C. 4. Gaston
Fairhope
Alabama

Dear Mr, Gaston:

Enclosed is eopy of a letter we have
received from

Jose Gomez Ibars
Calabria, 222, tienda
Barcelona, Spain

and a copy of my reply.

If you have any additionél information
which may help Senor Gomez, will you please let
me know or write to him directly.

Kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

: ()

[

Robert Clancy
Director \

RC:mle



(copY)

Henry George School
of Social Science
New York, N. Y.

Dear gentlemen:

We are two married couples deeply and enthusiastically interested
in Georgism, which we have just begun to study by reading the Spanish
edition of "Progress and Poverty", "A Perplexed Philosopher" and
others, and having got your address through Mister Jose Anglada Prior,
we write you this letter begging you to put us in touch with the
Georgist colonies in Canada and Australia, about which we want to
obtain as much information as possible.

We are particularly interested in knowing whether it would be
possible for us to enter one or another of these colonies or communities
as members of it. In the affirmative case we are disposed to pay for
ourselves the cost of our voyage from Spain to the placement of the
colony, but we want to know whether the colony could supply us with
any labour contract or other similar document helping us to arrange
our passports, visats and other requirements.

The younger of us is 25, and the older, 32. One of the women is
a good book-keeper and also a dressmaker, and the other, a good tailor.
As for the men, one is a responsible office clerk, but being the son
of a farmer, he is quite familiarized with agricultural labours and
is ready to work hard. He speaks English and French,

The other man (the writer of this letter), would be obliged to
render services of an intellectual character, owing to his total
blindness. He, or better to say, I, can teach French, Spanish,
Esperanto, Music and esoteric philosophy.

Hoping to have soon your kind reply, I am

Cordially yours
One of the four friends,
Jose GOMEZ IBARS

Address: Calabria, 222, tienda, Barceloma (Spain)

July 14th, 1951



(corY)

November 29, 1951

Sr., Jose Gomez Ibats
Calabria, 222, tienda
Barcelona, Spain

Dear Sr. Gomez:

I regret this delay in answering your letter of July 1l4th,
which has been passed around for the advice of various people and
somehow became temporarily mislaid.

I am afraid there isn't much hope of settling in any of
the so-called Single Tax colonies in this country, apart from the
general requirements for entering the United States of America.
They are not really self-governing communities, but are part of
the United States. There are only two active colonies, one in
Arden, Delaware, and one in Fairhope, Alabama. Both are very small
and I do not think they have any facilities for providing labor
contracts or anything of that sort. I am, however, writing to
people in both of these places and asking them to communicate
with you,

We have recently heard from Sr. 4nglada, also another
Georgist in Barcelona, Santiago Serra Gasulla. I presume you are
in touch with both these gentlemen.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Clancy
Director



March 1lth.1%949

C. Villalobos-Dominguez,
Av Pueyrredon 1504
Buenos Aires.

Dear Sirs .

I was quite pleased to receiveiyour letter of Feb. 25 and to
learn there 1é& still iInterest in Argentina in the sound econcmic prin-
ciples of Henry George. 1 recall that some years ago there was a qulte
active group there. We used to receive a publication reporting their
activities. I had feared the Feronistas might have totally suppressed

then.,

I am mailing you herewith a copy of our constitution and the
forms used in the issnance of leases. You will note we are a yprivate
corporation, have no political authority but apply the single tax prin-
ciples thrcugh the contractucl aunthority of a landlerd corporation.

As you will see our standard lease 1s for 99 years reserving
to the lessee, both the right to transfer and to surrender, paragraphs
(11) and (13) respectively. In paragraph (1) of the lease contract you
will note the consideration is not a fixed rental but the amount of rent
go be §aid from year to year is subject to appraisal by the Executive

ouncil,

Each year the Lxecutive Council mekes a more or leses on the
ground inspection of the corporaticn lands. They take into consideration
any new benefits the various sections may be recelving as a result of
public improvements such as improved roads or sidewallls, extension of
of water, sewer and electric services, etc, These factors together with
popular éemand for sites guide the Council in {ixing the rent for the
ensuing year,

Our town land rents are calculated on the Somers System of Urban
Land Valuations, with some ménor modifications to meet purely local
conditions. whiie we had the benefit of Mr. Scmers personal guidance in
adopting the system we have a tert on the subject, that msy be secured
from the Manufacturers' Appraisal Company, 4021 Valnut Street, Philadelphl
Pennsylvania, U.S.A. Our copy was purchased in 1939 for $3.00. ,

Under the Somers’/ System street frontage rates are used to
reflect the compardtive values in different locations. Tables are used to
apply these rates to Lots of varying depth and for assertaining the
enhancement of value in the corner locations. We find this system provides
an accurate and eflicient means of fixing the equitable rental wvalue of
urban lots. Our country land rentals are Fived or a per acre rental basis.
Deductions in the rent charge are allowed for rhysical defects in the
land. The per acre rental tate is influenced, as in town, by location
values, lands on gocd rcads rent at a higher rate than lands on poor
roads, lands nearer to town at a higher rate than those more distant,

I hope the material sent and this brief explanation will be
sufficient to answer ycur guestions. I want tc assure you, however that it
will be a pleasure tc hear from you and of any prospect of the application
of single tax principles in your Country.



(2)

I have one guestion to which you might be able tocgive me the answer
Your Sister Republie, Uruguay has been notably absent from the news in
my Countyy. Nearly every other South American and Central American Country
has come intoc the news of late. I very much regret that internal or inte
ernational conflict or apprehension of conflict was the most common cause
of such news mention. I am therefore curious to learn what there is abeut
the internal or international affairs of Uruguay that has enabled her to
escape the attenticn of spectactular News gatherers..

I have understood that Uruguay is one of the most enlightened
Kations of 3cuth America. Has her Government been established on so
Demoeratic a basis that there 1s general internal satisfaction? If that
%s the case that would account for the absence of conflict with her neigh-

Orse :
Again expressing my hope that the informaticn given here and in
the material furnished will be helpful and assuring you T will be grate-
ful for any attention you can give my question I am
¥ost sincerely yours,

C.A.Gaston. Secretarye

Copy to --J.Rupert Mason



FPebruary 25, 1949 C. ViLLALOBOS~DOMINGUEZ
Av. PUEYRREDON 1504

Mr C.A.Gaston i BUENOS AIRES
Fairhope Ala.

BE,EB

Dear Sir:

lir. J.Rupert HMason, of Sanm Francisco, suggests me to write
to you about some infermations I am interested to have.

I wish to know the formulas used in Fairhope for revising perio-
gically the urban and rurak rents, and on what basis the assessors give
to each parcel an assessed valuation; how long are the periods, etc.
Also how are managed the questions of transmission of holdings when
the holder dies or moves away. ‘

I beg to you to send me copies of regulations on these matters.

Very truly yours,

s __,.Mc-._“ .

,....w’
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Marich 15, 1935.

Marcel Peach,
38 Boulzvard lefebre
Paris, France.

Dear Sirt-

1 am pleased at recsipt of your favor of March Znd
with recuest for s copy of the Fairhope Courier.

I am not only glad to send you a cory of the last lscue
of the paper but sznother iss=ue or 80 prior; mindful that press
of advertising in the ourrent issue has crowded out the usgual
editorial matter devoted to thnt for which the paper, its edi-
tor and the ommunity of Fairhop=® primarily stands.

I am also sanding you printed matterregarding our
Single Tax Colons, which I am sure you will find interesting.

3

I shall hops to hsar froas you further and woull be
glad to have your subscription to the paper.

Yours most =incarely,

Editor Courier, Szc. Siigle Tax Colony.



May 8,1033,

James F. Muirhead,
13 Casmpden H1ll Square,
w. 8,

Dear Mr. Huirhead:-

When in our mayor's office s ew days ago, he called ate
tention to a letter received from you =nd recuested that I reply,
which I take pleasurs in doing. ;

%

It szems to me the experience of Fai'rhove in apriving
1te sdlected short-cut application of the Single Tax, as fak
as possible without changs in the law, has strongly vindieatad
the merits of the proposition. Indded, it appears to me quite
remarkabls that fros our feeble bheginning we have been able to
maintain constant growth throughout the yesars against varied

and serious oovetacles and acoomplish what. we have,

I think the information which #x I inf2r vou desire
can most onveniently and most satisfactorily be put vefore
you through matter in type I am maillng you herewith a lot og
material., If 1t leaves anything essential lacking, I will be
glad to have you write me and put any questions you desire, which
I will ¢ry and snewer, :

I am sorry that I do not have a copy to send you of the
address I made at the Henry George Congrees in Memphis, Tenneseee
in Octover luet, which I titled "Propaganda by Demonstration® but
am entirely out, as alsc of address I wae at Copen agen in 1926.

Most sincerely yours,

Becretary.
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American Shrines on English Soil

By JAMES F. MUIRHEAD, M.A,, LH.D. FRS.L,
(DorLAND AGENCY, 14, Regent Street, London, 1924.)

PRESS NOTICES.

Damy TeLEGRAPH.—‘ The actual author is Dr. J. F. Muirhead, than
whom none could write on so wide and fascinating a subject with
more exhaustive and intimate knowledge. . . . Not only does
Dr. Muirhead write with infinite charm, but he is able to suggest
the spirit of those hardy pioneers.”

SprcTATOR.—* The tourist will find American associations in almost
every district in England. = Certainly there has never been so
successful an attempt to classify and describe them, and we hope
that Dr. Muirhead will extend his work and prepare similar volumes
on Scotland and Ireland.”

GrapHIC.— An ideal book for American visitors, though English
readers will also get much little-known information.”’

Times LITERARY SuppLEMENT.—* This attractively-written book is the
worlk of the well-known English editor of Beedeker’s Guide-books.
: There are particularly interesting notes on Harvard
Dr. Muirhead has evidently taken great pains with his subject ; he
has cast his net wide, and it is probable that very little has
escaped him.”’

CoNTEMPORARY REVIEW.— Mr. J. F. Muirhead’s richly illustrated
¢ American Shrines on English Soil * will prove scarcely less: in-
teresting to English readers than to our American visitors, for
whom it is mainly intended. . . . Mr. Muirhead possesses
wide knowledge of history and literature, and most of his readers
will be surprised at the richness of his harvest. . . . This
unpretentious little volume should teach readers on both sides of
the Atlantic to study more deeply and intelligently the lives and
haunts of the men who, whether friends or foes, have helped to
build up the proud edifice of Anglo-Saxon civilisation.”

Mg, HaroLp SPENDER in THE LanpMark.—‘* The indefatigable Dr. J. E.
Muirhead has put together in one volume a summary of all the
contacts between England and America. . It is of special
value that so admirable a writer as Dr. Muirhead should produce
a book of this quality, treating so fully all the ties between England
and America. It is a model text-book.”

TarLer.— ¢ If you are interested in any sort of historical association,
the book will charm you. . . . Mr. Muirhead’s delightfully-
written book.”

M. E. W., in NOTES AND Queris.—** May 1 suggest to Q. H. F.
that he should secure the most instructive (and, incidentally, the
most charmingly written) book of the early autumn season.’



Mg, ArtourR L. HumpHReys in the Darwy ExpreEss.—*' A small ‘book
of real merit recently issued which has not so far had its right
measure of praise or recognition. . . . This admirable book.”

St. Louts DaiLy Grope-DemocraT.— ¢ The book is in every way one
that Americans . . .. should want to have in their libraries,
and certainly they owe a debt of gratitude to those who made such
a book possible.”’

ABERDEEN FRrEE PrEss.—‘‘ Style marked by charm and distinction.”

YoRkSHIRE OBSERVER.— ¢ If it could be placed in the hands of all
adults in this country and America, it would serve to bind us as
close as rational people should be bound.”

BirminGHAM PostT.—‘“ Without the slightest hesitation, we give the
warmest welcome to ¢ American Shrines on English Soil.” »

Liverpoor COURIER.—‘ A most readable volume.”

DaiLy News.— Mr. Muirhead has done his work with the thorough-
ness which we expect from an author so long connected with the
indispensable and unexcelled Bzedeker.”

OutLook.—*‘ Competently done. . . . A book of this sort reguires
a technical knowledge of no small order.”

T.P.’s anp CasseLL’s WEeekLY.— This tempting volume. . . "
Many delightful illustrations. . . . A book that will appeal
to a wide public in both English-speaking countries . . . that
will interest Americans and help English people to recover
‘England.”

WoRLD TRAVEL GazerTE.—'4 This charming little book.”

DaiLy Expriss.— It is a fascinating book, exceptionally well illus-
trated.”’

Financiar TiMes.— ‘ The choice of author for such a work could
hardly be bettered.”

Grascow HEraLD.—‘ A very readable book.”

YORKSHIRE Post.—‘‘ There is as little as possible of the ordinary
guide-book about Mr. Muirhead’s narrative. . . . (He) is an
expert in making topography picturesque and chatty.”



March 28, 1957

Hon, L. 4. Tits, Treasurer
Henry Ceorge League

18 George Parade
Melbourne, C. 1.

Victoria, Australias

Dear Sir:

Your letter of enquiry concerning Pairhope, which you
addressed to The Director, Henry Ceorge School of Soclal Science,
New York City was forwarded to me for reply.

Due to inadegquate finances Falirhope's founders were not
able o acquire a large enough body of land om which to fully carry
out thelr purposé which was: "to establish and conduct a model sone
munity or colony, free from all forme of private monopoly, and to
secure to its members therein, equality of opportunity, the full re-
ward of individual efforts, and the bemefits of co-operation in
matters of general concern.” As & result the community they estab-
lishgdlcaga shortly to extend bayond the gonfines of the colony
owned lan

Since it was not practlicel to give non-colony residents
participation in the colony corporation ncr for the colony to rep-
resent their interests the community applied to the state for a
municipal scharter. While the colony corporation is a private land
owning corporation with full authority of self management the MNue-
nieipality of Fairhope is a political authority and subjsct to all
of the state statutes governing the operation of such municipal
sorporations. The properiy tax rate is fixed by statute and cannot
be diseriminatory. The same rate that is applied to the value of
land must be applied to the value of bulldings and taxable personal

property.

State statutaa provide no efficient means for securing
proper assesszent of taxable properties and the result is unrealis-
tically low property assessments. Consequently the restricted tax
rate will not produce enough revenue to enable the municipal gov-
ernment to malntain essential services. The municipal governasnt
of Fairhope, not the colony corporation, is therefore forced to de-
velop whatever sources of revenue that may be legally available.

The Single Tax Colony lands constitute only aboub one-
fourth of the land within the corporate limits of the City of Faire

g

st



hope. The colony corporation does not levy upon its lessees any
tax or charge of any kind other than the annually appraised rental
value of the land which aims to equalize the varying advantages of
locatlion and matural guslities of different tracts. The receipts
are used to pay for the lesseecs the property taxes that are levied
upon their properties by the municipal governzment and other taxing
authorities as well as to pay the taxes on the coclony owned land
and its expenses of operation.

It has not been found to be practical for the colony to
relwburse its lessees for the amount of municipal tax they pay om
beer, liquor, amussxents and business licenses but they are re-
warded with eadvantages in excess of those enjoyed by residents in
the non-colony sreas of ths city. Unquestionably the greatest re-
ward 1s in being sble to acquire preperty without the payment of
any investuent in the land. In addition, however the colony corpeé-
ration provides those who occupy its lands with superlior road de-
‘velopments that are fully paid for out of the rent fund collected
by it. It also provides its lessees with free cemetery spece and
provides the conmunity with a free public library.

~ Fotlvated by a desire to msintsin good public relations

- in our mixed commumity, the colony corporation makes comparatively
liberal contributions to civic orgenizations and to educatiom. All
such expenditures are frou the funds derived by the colony's col-
lection of the annual rental velue of its lands.

In 1956 the colony remt charges on its leased city lands
amounted to $68,176.52. In the same year the City collected from
the entire community, both colony and non-colomy, £71,248.29 in
property taxes (land, buildings and personal property), automobile
taxes and licenses, beer and liguor taxes and permits, excise tax
on financisel institutions, state and rounty gesoline tax, insurance
company franchises, amusement tax and business licenses., In maip-
taining lts essential services in 1956, including law enforcement,
the City govermment expended for pay rolls, supplies and experses
$83,186.94 and received from the law enforcement department, £5,732.00
in fines and costs. It would apprear, from these figures that had
the City government colleted only the rental value of the lsnd with-
in its jurisdictiorn it would have had more money and less expense,

last year the University of Alabama Press, University,
Alabama, published a 351 page volume entitled *Fairhope 1894-1054,
The Story of a Single Tax Colony", price #4.50. The book was au-
thored by Dr. PaulcE. Alyea, & professor of finance in the Univer-
8lty's School of Finasnce and Business Administration, and his wife.

We hope this will clear motters some for both you and
your supporter. .

Sincerely yours,

C. A, Gaston, Secretary
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