


Nov. 19, 1952

lr, Steven Cord, Editor
Sage's KNews

50 East 69th Street
New York 21, N. Y.

- Dear Editor Sage:

I have at hand your letter of Nov. 4 and your post
card of Nove. 19 addressed tc my son Paul Gaston. Paul was
fortunate enough to get a Fulbright scholarship for a year's
study in Denmark and is now at the University of Copenhagen/

Ycu de have quite a large crder to supply all the ine
formation you request on Fairhope in an article of some 550 to
650 words. 1 would like very much to attempt it were it not
for the fact that your request comes at a time when I have
much werk on hand that cannot be postrcned., I shall there-
fore attempt tc supply you with sufficient material so that
a member of ycur staff may secure the information desired.

Last year I rrepared an article on our colony for the
Alabama Local Gevernment Journal in which I gave much of the
information thcugh not in as condensed form as you desire. Un-
der separate cover I am mailing $cu a copy. The article will
be found on pages 14 and 15. On the preceding pages 12 andl3
is an additional article on Fairhope. Alsc under separate
cover I am sending our lease contract forms, constitution and
cories of the secretary's and treasurer's annual reports for
the years 1944 through 1951.

With respect to some of the specific questions that
may not be answered by the material furnished I will try to
give some answers here. No. 5, because of the nature of our dis-
bursement of the rent collected too complex to answer. Ve cole
lect the rent from our lessees and a large part of it is dis-
bursed to the State, Ccunty and lMunicipality in payment of taxes
levied on the rroperty of our lessees and on the land of the
corporation.

No. 6 must have an answer that is not very encouaging.
Frobably only a small percentage is acquainted with Henry George's
writings though many more are somewhat informed as to the Colony's
policies and its aprlication of thcese princirles through their as-
sociation as lessees. There are many who will complain about the
functioning of the econdmic system but few who will take the troue
ble to make sericus enguiry.




As to No. 7 there is every reason to believe that there
is general approval cf the Colcny's Georgist arrangement.. This
evidenced by the appsrent preference for Cclony land by those
who want land for profitable use. Those who occupy land they own
are also aprretiative since they tco benefit from the greater
fund mafle available for local imrrovement on the neighboring
Colony lands, as well as the increased oprortunities for em-
rlcyrent and tusiness as a result of the incentive furnished by
the Colony's free land.

In answering No. 8 it is a rare thing to have a visiting
enquirer find any fault with the arrangement. Almost all agree
the world would “e better off if the princirple were universally
applied. It is discouraging though to find that few believe
there tc be any hope ¢f ever securing an aprlication by govern-
ment. As Lo neighboring communities all have seen Fairhore
ocutstrir them in size and beccne the center of business and en-
tertairment, even though most of them have superior locattons.
Under rresent constituticral and stetuatory provisions they, and
even the municipality of Fairhope cannot use the princirle as
a tasis for securing rublic revenue.

As to No. 9 we moved ontc the land here in January,
1895 so have had almost 58 years of existence. While much of
our land is now leased refinement and intensificaticn of use
is far from having reached its limit and we feel sure the years
will bring our demcnstration into ever zreater prominence. In
time the effect of cur aprlication of the principle here may
become so apparent that there will be much porular demand for
making the principle politically available. We sincerely hore
SO,

I had not yprevicusly known of your organization and am
rlease to know about it. I wish you every success in your noble
endeaver and will be pleased tc pe of future zssictance.

Sincerely yours,
)

Secretary
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November l, 1952
SAGE'S PAGES

Mr. Paul Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear lir. Gaston:

Perhaps you have heard of S.A.G.E. It is an organization composed of

some 500 graduates of the Henry George Schools throughout the U.S., whose
purpose it is to further Georgist education. OSage's Pages is the official
organ of the organization.

Many of our members are only vaguely familiar with your pioneering single
tax colony in Fairhope, and so we felt that a 550-650 word article on
Fairhope to appear in Sage's Pages would be of tremendous interest to
them, not to mention to we of the editorial staff.

And so we are requesting this favor of you, Mr. Gaston: that perhaps

you, or someone else in Fairhope whom you could recommend, could write

this rather brief article for us, or if you would prefer, you could send
10, (=TS Oei - 3 . -

us,the necessary information upon which one of our own writers up here

could base such an article. This would be a favor, you see, because

our rates (material) are very low, in fact they couldn't be lower.

About all we could promise are a couple of copies to the writer.

The following is an outline of the kind of information we would need:
1. What is the history of Georgism in Fairhope?

2. What is the particular setup by which the ground-rent in Fairhope is
collected? ,

3. What percentage of the land of the community is community-owned?

L. What have been the effects, the results, the accomplishments of the
Georgist method in Fairhope?

5. What percentage of community expenditures is derived from the public
collection of the ground rent?

6. What percentage of the citizens of Fairhope are familiar with the
writings of Henry George?

7. What is the popular opinion in Fairhope of the Georgist arrangement?

8. What have been the comments of visitors to your community as to the
Georgist setup, and what effect has Georgism in Fairhope had on the
economic setup of neighboring towns?
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Dear Mr. Gaston: =

How do you feel about that request I made in my Nov. Lth
letter to you? If you haven't got time to write such an
article could you then briefly answer some of the ques-

tions?

We will appreciate any communication we receive from you.

teven Cord
SAGE'S PAGES Editor
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Mr. Paul Gaston
Fairhope, Ala.
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9. What is the future of Georgism in Fairhope?

Of course, now the question arises: Can anyone answer all these ques-—
tions, and still stay within the 650 word limit which the small sigze
of our magazine necessitates?

If you could find time to help us out in any of the ways mentioned in
paragraph 3 of this letter, you would be doing us a great service and
we would very much appreciate it. An article of this type would go

a long way in helping us in our present campaign to improve the quality
of this publication.

We will be glad to hear from you.
Yours truly,

S il

Steven Cord
Editor, Sage's Pages.
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April 21, 1943

¥r, Vivian M, Sale,
615 N.E 83rd Lane,
Miami, Florida

Dear My, Sale:

I am pleasalto receive your note advising
me of your propmed visht to Fairhope. Fairhope is
always glad to welcome visitors but I shall be partie-
ularly glad to see a friend of Richard Mayer. Our
acquaintance with him was most satisfying and our on-
1y regret 1s that it has not been renewed for so many
years, :

: Fairhope has no rail service and has ne bus
service to Kobertsdale. Our transportation is by bus
between Fairhope and Mobile., Buses leave Mobile for
Fairhope at 6130 & M, 8:40 A, M., 1100 P M, 5:15 P, M,
and 7:30 P M, These buses arrive at Bridgehead about
15 minutes after leaving Mobile from whence they come
on to Fairhope. Posgibly your bus from -Pensacola will
malre connection there possible, relieving you of the
necessity of going on to Mobile. You'll have no trou-
ble getting hctel accomodation here.

I hope you will be able to give me further
advance notice of prospective arrival in Fairhcpe so
I can arrange to meet the bus, though if you arrive
during office hours I'll be in the office of the Faire
hope Single Tax Corporation, one-half block from the
bus station. I'm mailing you a little boocklet about
Fairhope and a copy of our paper. Hoping to see you
as planned I am, '

Sincerely yours, -
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October 1&, 1940

“

~ Nr, A, J, Samis,

1945 Landa St.,
Los Angeles, Calif.,

Dear lir, Samis:

Thank you for ycur letter and letter to
The Guardian, which we printed in this week's is-
sue of the Faiphope, Courlery a copy of which is
being mailed to you today.

It is surprising that there can be as much
ignorance of the fundamental factors influeneing the
economic life of our nation, and particularly among
those who would aspire to leadership,

Though many singletaxers are supporting
the Republican ticket this year the Courler contin-
ues its support of the Democratic ticket. This de-
cision was made not because the Democratic Party has
given any indication that they know what the trouble
is or that they have evidenced wisdom in its correc-
tion, but because they have 'recognized that there is
a very considerable problem. The Republican party ' -
on the contrary would lead the people to believe that
all the ills of the country are do to the acts rathe-
er than the omissions of the present administration
and that all that 1s needed is to stop these acts
and let the country go on into progxsperity,

: Thank you again for your contribution and
let's hope that the time is not too far distant
when those in high places will use their influence
to promote sound legislation that &s necessary to
really’liberate the productive forces of our great
nation.

Very truly yours,

Secretary and Contrib-
uting Editotor






—

Mch, 15’ 1946

Mr, BEdwin A. Sanders
526 East Orange Grove Ave.,
Pasadena 6, Calif.

Dear Mr. Sanders:

I am sorry to have delayed so long in replying to your
letter of 11/30/45. Perhaps the information you sought will be
of little service now but I shall hope you may find it interest-

ing.

I doubt that Fairhope can qualify as a community
"where there is a strong sense of religious reality", though it
is definitely "™ community whieh is based on ideals." The Col-
ony's land policy which affords all the opportunity to secure
possession of sufficient land to satisfy their productive need
and ambition on terms of equality with others, has attracted
all classes of people to Fairhope. Among them are those who
profess many varieties of religion and those who adhere to no
established ‘religion.

Probably the greatest moral influence £k with which the
Colony may be wredited is that it requires that each individual
who holds lease title to its lands must pay to the colony the full
annual rental value of his holding. This pfvents a greedy indi-
vidual from injuring others by his greed. His only opportunity
to profit from his holding is to use it in the performance of ser-
vice which can be sold to his fellows. It can be seen that this
does tend tc reduce greed by making it unprofitable.

Enclosed and under separate cover I am sending liter-
ature and forms which I believe will give you all the informa-
tion you desire. I would not, however, suggest that you make
any definite deciigion to locate here without first paying us a
visit, At the present time we have no land immediately available
for lease direct from the Colony. We do have lessees though
from time to time who desire to sell their improvements and in-
such cases the lease is transferred to the buyer. One can al-
ways locate on Colony land more economically than on other land
for he is not required to make any investment in the land.

Should you desire tc make further enquiry I shall be
glad to hear from you and I assure you we will be pleased to
have you or others who may be interested, pay us a visit,

Very truly yours,

Secretary




526 East Orange Grove Avenue
Pasadena 6 California
11/30/45

Cornelius Gaston, Secretary

The Colony

Fairhope, Algbama
Dear Cornedius Gaston,

I am writing to you for information concerning Fairhope
Single Tax Corporation (which I understand is called the "Colongx") and
for information concerning the county, commnity, possibility of new
members and settlers, industries, schools, agricultural products, ete.,
etc. I am a Friend=, a member of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, active
in the Pacific Ackworth Friends School which recently started in this
part of the country. We have several friends who have been in Civilian
Public Service during the past three and four years who are looking
for places to settle, where a small amount of capital will g0 a long
ways: but most of all for a community which is based on ideals, where
there is a strong sense of religious reality.

I have been encouraged by Amelia Rockwell, =ister of
your councilman, to write for information. If you have printed in-
formation concerning the terms of the commitment to the colony, the
history of the group (which I believe is now over 50 years old), the
state or county bulletins which might give a pécture of the econonmic
life of this county as well a comparative picture with other regions
along the bay.

Since some of our friends are now working in Fhorida
and will be soon returning to this coast, I am Suggesting that they
stop at Fairhove for a time and get a first hand picture. leanwhile
I would appreciate any information you could send and will be glad
to make any psyment for your services. Thank you very much,

Very sincerely yours
E§§;1on;A/ (i;?SACZéf¢¢ZQ¢4)

BEdwin A. Sanders



Hay 16, 1942

Mr, Porter Sargeant
11 Beacon Stfeet

Boston, lMass.

Dear 8ir: _

Dr, Zeuch informs me that you "presumed”,
in a letter to him, that the Single Tax Colény ex-
periment he?e had gone the way of so many other nbblo
experiments. '

: I am very happy to report that such is not

the case. The Single Tax policies have always been,

ére now end promise to continue t? be the fundamental
basis of our successful community,

I enclose a little folder that briefly ex-
plains our plan of operation and under separate cover
am sending you a copy cf the Fairhope Courier carrying
a summary of our last'annua; report; also a recently
published community booklet. |

I hope you will find interest in these and
I invite any questions you may care to ask.

: Very truly yours,

Secretary,




EDITORIAL ROOMS

THE SATURDAY
EVENING

POST

BEN HIBBS FOUNDED BY THE CURTIS
EDITOR %ﬁ PUBLISHING COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA

August 4, 1943

Dear Miss Crawford:

Thank you for your courtesy in sending us
a copy of the Fairhope Courier which contains
& reprint of a recent Post editorial by E. H.
Taylor. I have been unable to find any record
in our files of permission given to you to use
this material and the reprint does not carry
our standard credit line. In the future, will
you be good enough to query us before using
Post material, as we are very jealous of our

copyright?

Sincerely,

Misg Frances Gaston Crawford
MHT/cp
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' “Sgnith-Connally antitrike bill did not ‘iidicate a de-

. these policies. Banks also are generally shying clear
" of the land risks that broke so many of them before.

THE CURTIS,PUBLISHING COMPANY

I ! ! " REQ.U.8, PAT.
CYRUS H. K. CﬂRTIS,'PleQident, 1883-1932 L

Goebbels Hasn’t Won Anything

{\INCE the outbreak of race rioting in widely sepa-
rated American cities and the revolt in Congress
against the Administration’s labor and price poliies,
there has been the usual talk in print and on the radio
that Doctor Goebbels has taken over. Because Hitler
often predicted that it would be a cinch to coneluer
America from the inside and because Goebbels is try-
ing to bolster up his frenzied customers by telling them
that this is it, some American commentators wi;ing'
their hands and admit that the Nazis.are on top. |
But what has actually happenedito sustain such a
gloomy view? . The race riots, which are estimated to
have cost the war effort several million hours of pre-
cious work, were undoubtedly grist’to Hitler's mill; -
but the best opinion appears to be that he had little to
do with them. They grew up out'of the irritations and
conflicts which seem inevitable when Negroes, hill-
billies from the Kentucky mountaisis and thousands of*
citizens with low boiling points aresherded- together
and put to work at high Wages. Tlhe riots represen a
phase of the Century of the Comrnon Man which is oo
- often neglected by those who assume that' all'the baser
* hurnan attributes have been transfigured by the necés-
sities of the war, Goebbels, inspite of the determina-
tion of some of usifo nifike hifeseém irreistible, prob-
ably had nothing;tq. de with them. Nevertheless,to
.our eternal shame;. he profited from 'thenl” ’

. skl ‘ _f the Nazi Minister of Propaganda and, Enlight-
‘epthent. The anger at:the President’s®veto of the

*.  Norlhd theruckus in Congress' a#hibitthe diabolical

sire to lose the war, but fja win if. Some features of the
bill were unwise if not actually nenenforcible, but the
men who voted for the bill in spite of the President’s
wisheserepresented a growing feeling” in , the: country
_that some ‘dction must be taken to produte parity be-

N
10,1, PR

E. N. BRANDT
STUART ROSE .

BEN HIBBS
Editor ‘
" ROBERT FUOSS ' DEMAREE BESS

6;;_' Managing Editor

tween labor’s new privileges and its responsibilities.
Furthermore, there was a definite conviction that Mr.
Roosevelt was wrong in his preference for catch-as-
catch-can, indirect means of dealing with the prob-
lem—like the use of the selective-service machinery
as a sword of Damocles over the heads of would-be
strikers—as against definite authority resting upon an
act of Congress. Surely Doctor Goebbels can have had
no interest in ending such dangerous farces as that car-
ried on by John L. Lewis. The Smith-Connally Law
could have “accomplished this more simply and
suavely, but who can doubt the necessity of doing it?
Nor can weé detect the hand of Doctor Goebbels in
 the protests against OPA and the price-subsidy policy.
1f Hitler wants to win the war inside ‘America, one
~move would be to ‘perpetuate a system which, ac-
cording to the Meat Institute, has reduced the amount
of meat produced at a time when the cattle popula-
“tion of the United States is approaching an all-time
* high, The efforts in Congress to correct this impossible
*tsituation were not inspired by Goebbels or the Fifth
' Column, as you might think to hear some of the wail-
ings on the radio. On the contrary, they are explained
by the deep resentment of Congress and the country
over a policy which seemed likely to inflict unneces-
ssary scarcity on the American people and seriously
endanger the war effort of this country and its Allies.
Some people cannot hear the sound of high words
without rushing to the.conclusion that Hitler started

‘As‘sbciat;‘-ﬁ‘di &s.:” ” : ; o i Lo

W. THORNTON MARTIN

. JACK ALEXANDER
FREDERIC NELSON .

it. The truth is that some.of the time there are things-

to argue about, and that, unless they are faced and de- |

cided, our part in the war will be a pretty shabby one,

It is embarrassing to have this bickering overheard .8l €eps
- the'football team will be at least eight inches high.

in Berlin, and its continuation will do us mno good.
But if Hitler 7and Goébbels really - believe that
democracy is finished every time they hear a senator
declaring himself on OPA, they are going to have
a terrific awakening one of these days.

. y _A.,,:«.oru " 1
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By E. H.TAYLOR_ =~ .

NOTHER war-made land. boom is threatening to
developy Farai-land ‘prices have gone up an aver- |
age of 15 per ecent over the country in the past year, .
and in some areas the rise has been much sharper. The *
familiar phases of the 1918-20 land boom are begin- *
ning to reappear. Farm properties are being turned
over at resale, a practice which indicates speculative
buying. ymentsnare-beingfrgqnﬁred, '
and_more and more farms are sold-to buyers:who-.are ;
-net-farmers at.all. J i '
All this has a Significance beyond agriculture. The
land boom growing out of the other World War was a
forerunner and set the pattern for the subsequent '
Florida and stock-market booms. The inevitable col- |
lapse, with the decline in prices of farm producys,-‘!
caused thousands of families to lose their farms, broke :

numerous country banks, and incited many ‘of the ;
&

demands for drastic farm legislation.
It would be thought that this record of disaster, still -

vivid in the minds of many, would act as a deterrent *

to another land boom. o-experienee-of-mankind-
_is_that- it-never.-learns-much. by- .experience—Other—
_factors, such as the scarcity of farm-labor and ma-~
--chinery; were_expected to .check-both-land buying-and -
g risein-prices.] Institutional lenders of farm-mortgage
money—th{?iig insurance companies and the Farm
Credit Administration—took early steps to hold down
-tHeir lending to safe long-time values. The FCA and
most of the insurance companies have adhered to

" But the forces making for land inflation are proving
stronger than the restraints. - Farming last year had
the biggest gross and net income on record. pt
for.weather. troubles,-all factors-are-favorable for-an--

_other.good year... Bank deposits- inthe farm-areas have-.

__expanded in-proportion. Outside of War Bonds;-there

| —are few- other-investments than land.now open to

-peo ith_idle-money-in-such —communities—Beth:
-G overnment-farm-and-tand-fimancing policies encours
—agefarm-buying._| Fixed loan rates on staple farm
products and floors beneath perishables have been
established, to extend for approximately two years
after the war. Thege is talk that the needs of hungry
European peoples will require maximum farm pro-
- duction for two or three years after the war ends. So,
it is argued, this time there will not be the catastrophic
drop in farm prices that smashed land values before.
-Moreover, as pointed out in Land Boom Controls;
y William G. Murray, of Iowa State College, the cost
of financing:
that of 1918. Land values and- interest rates are
Jower, and commission.charges have practically been
eliminated. Longer-term loans, amortization features
and»s optional-payment privileges-all “make the pur-
chase of a farm that much more tempting, not only to
the-farmer but to the absentee owner as well> [
' Reports from Iowa, Illinois and other leading farm
‘states indicate that a rising proportion of lapd sold is

going into the hands of nonfarm owners.LHeavy cor-

poratien-taxes are making-investment- inland-mere-at-
_tractive-than in stocks:: :
another-indueement. rThereisaalsorthe‘old»—idéarnot
berne-out by -the record; that- land-is-a-safe-hedge
against-inflation. | Most of the absentee owners are
city and towmn”people with other sources of income.
They can usually outbid farmers, and particularly the

Absentee_owners-are-not-a-new-thing-in-agricuit

adition of family farms, owned by those who operate
and live on them. There are strong social reasons back
of this tradition and the desire to maintain it.

|  Many discerning people feel that these absentee

" buyers are storing up future trouble. A new attitude

e:zééf‘/‘ﬁ””

: Are We Heading for Another Tragic Lan

land purchase in 1943 is much less than

-Goeod-farming-returns-offer.

__tenant trying to struggle up the ladder to ownership.

ARTHUR W. BAUM 'JAMES: YATES
HARLEY P. COOK . % Art Editor.
MARION H. TURNER
"ROBERT MURPHY

' FORREST :DAVIS
WARNER OLIVIER

oOld Siwash May Ling’g’air}

BOUT now, if you go back two or three years,

'\ college boys were likely to be seen lolling, abput
the nicer resorts, working as bellboysin summer hotels,
exercising horses on Idaho ranches, tutoring the scions
of the rich at Bar Harbor, selling .aluminum double
boilers or books of universal knowledge, from door to.
door, or sailing off Long Island. This year the boys
are back at college, working their heads off under thé

'Asgoci\.\;« Art Editor ~

direction of the Army or Navy. “Snap courses” “aye -

out and there’s no discharge in the war.

As always happens during periods of national
emergency,
of thing is permanent. There are educators whe-agree
that the old three-month cooling-off period ‘between
college years will never come back and that college
education from now on is not going to be the gay she-
nanigan which the old grads like to recollect when they
get together for the twentieth reunion. At any rate,
this is the sort of thing you hear if you‘frequent what
are known as educational circles. e .

We would take no bets against a big dosé of change
in the academic way of life. On the other hand, we
shall be looking round after the war for the first college
president to announce that his institution has no
traffic with new and significant trends; that there will
be “sings” on the steps of Cloister Hall on Wednesday
evenings,
will wear little skullcaps and be equipped with fresh-
bibles; thgi,t' there will be eccentric professors who

’@é, yelied' on to put the most alert student to

sléep’, and that the letters awarded to players on

' "Should an American educator come out with a

policy like that, making it clear also that his was the
College Without a Program, the scoundrel would get a
lot of clients.

d Boom?

is, developing toward. the public-welfare elements of
land ownership. ' Homestead-exemption—laws=-have

beerrenacted-in-a-number-of states.--Compulsory ad- - '

otices—to-tenants-have-been-upheld-by. the
eotn"tgi'i In Iowa, _institutional owners of land must dis-
pos€ of it within a fixed period. Zoning authority has
been extended from the cities to the country in half a
dozen states. All this demonstrates the growing sover-
eignty of the state as applied to land in the furtherance
of public-interest objectives. That curbs on absentee
ownership lie within this domain is scarcely to be
doubted.’ In fact, a heavy land-use tax, with exemp-
tions for owner operators, is not an unlikely after-war
corrective if the American tradition of the family-
owned farm is seriously threatened. The absentee
landlord is likely to find himself a political target.
: 1e more immediate task of keeping the present
situation from developing into a real land inflation is
causing some worried thinking. Ceilings'on farm land
have been suggested. But, like the ceilings on used

farm machinery; they would be hard to enforce. Taxes

on land-sale profits, a. specialftax on resales within a
specified time, a high ‘sales or transfer.tax with ex-
emptions for purchasés by owner operators all have

been proposed. These could be-tried through Federal

‘a good many people assume that this sort .

action. A system of land-buying permits, on the order -

of those required in setting up a business or erecting a
building in cities, is another idea. But:this would
probably call for state action, and most legislatures
hdve adjourned for the year. Sl e

At present the land boGm is only in the symptom
stage. But not much more encouragement is needed

for it to get out of control. We have had such a boom |

during every major war—and a collapse afterward,
with innumerable financial tragedies bringing bitter-
ness and heartbreak. If past experience and good
sense are not enough to prevent a repetition, then un-
doubtedly some stringent control measures may be
expected.

Pfiatedin U- 8. A.
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accompanied by banjos; that the freshmen .
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WAS THE FROUDEST
DAY OF MY LUFE!”

TuE DAY my Bill went off to war, he held
me tight as he kissed me good-bye and he said,
“So long, little Allie—you’re going to be the
head of our family now!”

If you knew Bill—well, you'd see why win-
ning this war is so important to me! I think of
him every day when I take my place in the
shop—and all of my work so far has passed )
inspection with flying colors! &

And last Saturday, when they handed me my
first pay envelope, I did something I've been

thinking about quite a bit, lately . . . ever since
I read somewhere that “The future belongs

to those who prepare for it.” .
THE FUTURE BELONGS

I paid the first premium on some insurance on
TO THOSE WHO

my life—so that little Janie and Bobby will be

sure of the kind of future that Bill and I"b'a,.ve I/l FREPARE Fo&i u ; $

in our hearts for them . . . ™~

If you're single, without dependents,
your basic life insurance need is a small
policy to cover final expenses and burial.
You may want to supplement this in-

surance to provide for your old age.
-+

If you're single and hav; &ependents,
such as an elderly father or mother,
chances are you need life insurance for
their protection—perhaps with an in-
come for your own retirement later.

PrubENTIAL

INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA

HOME OFFICE: NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

Perhaps you are married, with children,
and youtr husband has gone away to
war. In that case, have you considered
that dusing the war period your own
need for life insurance may be almost
as great as your husband’s was formerly,
when he was the family’s sole support?

A2 Y

If you are married and helping your
husband with the support of your family,
it is wise for each of you to take out life
insurance in propoftion to.youtr con-
tribution to the family income.

"~ Your Prudential representative will
gladly advise you on any of these plans.

[ ] . s :
As A SERVICE to the United States Government

and to you, Prudential representatives sell War

Savings Stamps. For victory—buy some today!









EDITORIAL ROOMS

COUNTRY GENTLEMAN

AMERICA’S FOREMOST RURAL MAGAZINE

ROBERT H. REED
EDITOR

THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY
INDEPENDENCE SQUARE - PHILADELPHIA

August 3, 1943

Mr, A. A Gaston
THE FAIRHOPE COURIER
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Thenk you very much for your fine letter to me and also
to Ben Hibbs, In my lifetime I have seen the public
attitude towerd lend change very considerably, and I
anticipate further changes. Thet was one reason I
bore down on the public welfare aspect of the present
sitvation. What shape the further changes will take,
I do not of course know, but I look for the permenency
of our soil wealth to become a fixed principle, to be
achieved by whatever policies are necessary to insure
it.

Some time I should like to visit Fairhope and see what
has been accomplished there.

Sincerely yours

E:.H.

EHT:J







EDITORIAL ROOMS

THE SATURDAY
EVENING

POST

BEN HIBBS FOUNDED BY THE CURTIS

EDITOR 7 PUBLISHING COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA
July 26, 1943,

Deer Mr. Gaston:

Thank you for your really fine
letter about E. H. Taylor's editorial on infla-
tionary land prices. I was greatly interested
in what you had to say about the Fairhope situation.

Sincerely yours,

T

Mr. C. A. Gaston
BH/ js




July 23, 1943
Mr. Ben Hibbsévzditor

The Saturday Evening Post
Philadolph;:, Pa,
Dear Editor:

The printing on your editorial page of E. H, Taylor's
"Are We Heading for Another Tragic Land Boom?", could well be~-
come the greatest of the services your yuﬂlication has per-
formed for the American people and for all humanity.

Unquestionably, I believe, Mr. Taylor has identified
the cause, not alone of ﬁusinzss depressions, but of involuntary
unemployment durigg comparatively good times. Only enfloyment
can remove want dissatisfaction,and full employment is pos-
sible only when used land is most productively used and when

all unused land 1s available to supply every expanding need for
additicnal employment.

Fairhope was founded on this principle. Established
in 1895 on the cheapest (and least desirable) land in this sec-
tion it has grown to be the largest and most attractive town
in the county thoggh enjoying less political favor than others
and less Iocaéion vantage,

The leading members of the small band which founded
Fairhope, among whom were my father and mother, were descendents
of pioneer families who came to America in the days of the Col-
onies, families whose succeeding generations had been forced
back across the continent by the succession of land booms of
which Mr., Taylor writes, My grandparents' generation reached
lowa and my father's and mother's generation, in quest of land
they could afford to purchase, were having to go into Minnesota
and cn to the Dakotas.

The ultimate exhaustion of this avenue of escape be-
came apprarent to the studious minds of my parents and their as-
soclates, They also saw the great waste and cost in human en-
deavor of such a system. Uen were continually having to leave
behind, the institutions the{ had created to serve them, despite
the fact of adequacy and that much land was still unused. A half
century ago they acquired the "new attitude" which Mr, Taylor
says "is developing toward the public-welfare elements of land
ownership." .




While they believed, as Mr. Taylor apparently does,
that the solution would have fo be sought in political action,
they determined tc¢ do what they could to establish a colony
which would, in a measure, demonstrate the practicabllity of
their conclusions. Politieal power being unavailable they se-
cured the power of a landlord corporation, but exercising over
lessees only such r as they believed political ad strat-
ive authority should exercise over citizens. Lessees secure
exclusive possession of land in consideration of their agreement
to pay a'land-use tax" based on the full annual rental value
of the social and government benefits available at the site,
consideration also being given to any speclal endowments of
nature. . ,
; There are no exemptions, nor should there be. An own-
er-occupant acquires the opportun!ty to provide himself with a
home and the means of making a livilg,to the full extent of his
initistive and ability. A non-occupant-owner acquires the op=-
portunity seguirss—the—eppeatunids Lo provide homes and product-

ive equipment on the land, to rent or sell to others in a compet-

itive market.

Fairhope's founders hoped that their demonstration
if suncessgul, would be of value to pclitical leaders, when tne
general acuteness of the ills arising from our failure to recog-
nize "the public-welfare elements of land ownership" became such
as to demand political action.

' Now that that time has come and the demand has been
made, and political authority, in its attempt to find a solution,
woul& upset the natural law a} supply and demand and unnecessar-
ily extend its power over the lives, activities and properties

of citizens, it is particularly hopegul to have your services in
directing aztention to the major source of our social and econom-
ic ills. Please accept my sincere appreciation of your and MNr.
Taylor's great contribution and excuse my presumptuousness in
writing you at sueh length.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) C. A. Gaston

Copy to
Mr. E. H, Taylor




July 29, 1943

Mr, E. H, Taylor

4 Bditorial Offices

The Saturday Evening Post
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear M¥Mr. Taylors

Having been reared in an atmosphere where full recoge
nition was accorded the "public-welfare elements cf land owner-
ship" I thoroughly arpreciate your fine article on the editorial
rage of the July 24 Saturday Evening Post. :

: ‘The American way of life is a product of land avail-
ability, That that way of life is seriously threatened, there
can be no doubt. In faet it is no longer available to iarge
numbers of our own pecrle, and we can no longer invite the op-
pressed {rol other lands and assure them a chance to share in
the American way of life.

Ten years of more or less sincere effort on the part
-of our president and the congress at Washington, with much ef-
fort on the part of governors and legislatures, failed to dis-
cover and institute any sound solution. 1Is it not significant
that none ha®¥¢ evidenced that they recognize the vital “"public-
welfere elements of land ownership"?

_ I feel sure that The Satufday Evening Post is read
by a very large number of people who have influence in Washing~
ton and in the state capitols. They too, are among the worst
sufferers from all the unsound attempts Instituted to solve the
problem. It is this that gives me such high hope that your ar-
ticle will be of substantial value in directing attention to
and producing a sound solution. -

: I enclose a copy of a letter to Editor. Hibbs, of the
"Bost”, a little folder on the Fairho plan and Causes of Bus-
iness Depressiocns, by Henry George, whose writings furnished
the inspiration for Fairhope's founding. Under sepérate cover

I am sending you a copy of to-dayd Fairhope Courier, on the ed-
iterial page of which a condensation of your article is reprint-
ed and I have an editorial of commendation., I hope you will be
interested in these and that you will {ind opportunity to do.
mere such work as your article in the "Post"™,

Very truly yours;




July 28, 1943

Mr.~;?\ﬁ. Taylor

% Bditorial Offices
The Saturday Evening Fost
Philadelphia, Fa. &

Dear Mr. Teyler: i
; Haviﬁéybeen reared in an atmoSpﬁere where full recog-
nition was accorded the "publlc-welfare élements of land owner-
ship I thorcughly appreciated your fine/article on the editorial
page of the -July 24 \Saturday Evening Post. -

N\ .‘*. £

The Americaﬂ\way of 1ife'§s/a product of land availa-
bility. That our way of life is seriously threatened, there

. can be no doubl, in fact\it is no lénger available to large

. number of our people and we can surely no longer invite the op-
pressed from other lands and assure them a chance to share in
the American way of life. . /

Ten years of more oryless sircere wffort on the part
our president and congress at Washington, with much effort on
the part of governors and legislatures, failed to discover and
institute any sound measure/capable of securing to us and pos-
terity our way of life. 8o far-noﬁe have glven any evidence
that they recognized the wital "public-welfare elements of land
ownership. /- 2 D : :

4 \

I feel sureyéhat The Saturdaﬁ\Evening Post 1s read
by a very large numbér of the people who\have the largest in-
fluence in government both at Washington and in the state cap-
itols. They too, are among the worst suffers from all the un-
sund attempts t ,f have been made at solving the problem., It
is this that giyes me such high hope that yowr article will
have a substantial value in directing attentggs to and prodtc-
ing a socund solution. :

= ‘;{renclose a copy of a letter to Editor\Hibbs, of the
“"Post"”, a Aittle folder on the Fairhope plan and Causes of Bus-
ness D:;y@ssionsghhy Henry George. I hope you will be interest-

ed in these and that you will find opportunity to more of such
work ag your article in the Post.
/

[ Very truly yours,

Secretary



July 23, 1943

Mr, Ben Hibbs, Editor
The Saturday- ﬁvening Post
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Editors

The printing on your editorial page of E. H, Taylor's
!Lre We Heading for Another Tragic Land Boom?", could well be-
come the greatest of the many services your ﬁlieation has per-
rornod for the American people and for all hnmanity.

Unquestionably, I believe, Mr. Taylor has identified
the cause, not alone of business depressions, but of involuntary
unemployment during comparatively good times. Only employment
can remove wanh and dissatisfaction and full employment is pos-
sible only when used land is most productively used and when
a1l unused land is available to supply cvery expanding need for
additional employment.

Fairhope was founded on this principle. Established
-in 1899 on the cheapest (and least desirable) land in this sec-
tion it has grown to be the largest and most attractive town
in the county, though enjoying less political favor than others
and less locaéion advantage.

The leading members of the small band which founded
Fairhope, whom were my father and mother, were descendents
of pionner f lies who came to America in the da s of the Col~
onies, families whose succeeding generations had been forced
back neroas the continent by the successicn of land booms of
which Mr. Taylor writes. MMy grandparents' generation reached
Iowa and my father's and mother's generation, in quest of land
they could afford to purchase, were having to go into Minnesota
and on to the Dakotas,

The ultimate exhaustion of this avenue of escape be-
came apparent to the studious minds of my parents and their as-
soclates, They also saw the great waste and cost in human en-
deavor of such a system. lien were continually having to leave
behind, the institutions they had created to serve them, despite
the tact of adequacy and that much land was still unnsna A half
century ago they acquired the '"new attitude" which kr. Taylor
says "ﬁ; devuloping toward the public-welfare elements of land
owners po
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While they believed, as Mr. Taylor apparently does,
that the solution would have to be s t in political action,
they determined to do what they could to establish a colony
which would, in a measure, demonstrate the practicability of
their coneclusions. Politieul power being unavailable they se-
cured the power of a landlord corporation, but exercising over
lessees only s:ggu{ower as they believed political administrat-
ive authority d exercise over citizens. Lessees secure
exclusive possession of land in consideration of their agreement
to pay a'and-use tax" based on the full anmual rental value

of the social and government benefits available at the site,
cogaideration also being given to and special endowments of
nature.

There are no exemptions, nor should there be. An own-
er-occupant acquires the opportunity to provide himself with a
home and the means of making a livihg to the full extent of his
initiative and ability. A non-occupant-owner acquires the op-
portunity acquires the opportunity to provide homes and product-
ive equipment on the land to rent or sell to others in a compet-
itive market, :

Fairhope's founders hoped that their demonstration
if suacessful, would be of value to political leaders, when @ho
general acuteness of the 1lls arising from our failure to recog-
nize "the public-welfare elements of land ownership" became such
as to demand political action. '

Now that that time has come and the demand has been
made, and political authority, in its attempt to find a solution,
woul& upset the natural law o} supply and demand and unnecessar-
ily extend its power over the lives, activities and properties
of citizens, it is particularly hopegul to have your services in
directing agtention to the major source of our social and econom-
ic il1ls. Please acceprt my sincere appreciation of your and ¥r,
Taylor's great contribution and excuse my presumptuousness in
writing you at such length,

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) C, A. Gaston

Copy to
Kr., E., H, Taylor




-onies, families whose succeeding generations had

July 23, 1943

KEr Ben Hibbs, Editor :
The Saturday Evening Post
Philadelphia, Pa, S

Dear Editor:

Thr printing on your editorial page of E, H, Ta lor's
“"Are We Heading for Another Tragic Land Boom?", could wekl be-
come the greatest of the many services your puﬁlicatian has per-
formed for the American people and for all humenity,

. Unquestionably, I believe, Mr. Taylor has identified
the cause, not alone of business depressions, but of involuntary
unemployment during couparatively good times, Only employment
can remove want and dissatisfaction and full employment is pos-
sible only when used land is most productively used and when
all unused land is available to supply every expanding need for

additional employment.

- Fairhope was founded on this prineiple, Established
in 1895 on the cheapest (and least desirable) land in this seg-

“tion it has grown to be the largest and most attractive town

in the county, though enjoying less political favor than others
and less locaéion advantage. _

, The leading members of the small band which founded
Fairhope, among whom were my father and nmother, were descendents
of pioneer families who came to America in the dagg of the Col-
_ en forced

back across the continent by the successive land booms of which
ir. Taylor writes. My granparents® generation reached Iowa and
my father®s and mother's generation, ia guest of land they could
agfoggktg purchase, were having to go into minnesota ang an to
te. otas,

The ultimate exhaustion of this avenue of escape be-
came apparent to the studious minds of my parents and their as-
soclates. They also saw the greal waste'and cost in human ene
deavor of such a system. Men were continually having to leave
behind the institullions they had created to serve them, despite
the fact of adegmacy and that much land was yel unused. A half
century ago they acquired the "new attitude” which Mr, Taylor
says "1ls developing toward the public-welfare elements of land

ownership.”
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‘While they believed, as Mr. Taylor apparently does,
that the solution would have £o be sought in po itical actionm,
they determined to do what they could to establish a colony

- which would, in a measurci demonstrate the practicability of .
¢

their conclusions., Political power being unavailable they se-
cured the power of a landlord corporation, but exercising over
lessees onlg such r as they believed political strat-
ive authority should exercise over citizens. Lessees secure _
exclusive fossessipn of land in consideration of their agreement
to pay a "land-use tax" based on the full annual rental value

of the soclal and government benefits available at the site, ,
conslderation also being given to any speclal endowments of nature.

Fairhope's "land-use tax" 1s levied on the basis of
benefits or advantages available to the person in possession of
the land. Ihere ar¢ no exemptions, nor should there be, An
owaer-occupant acquires the opportunity to provide himself with
a home and the means of making a living to the full extent of
his initiative and ability. non~-occupant-owner acquires the
opportunity to provide homes and productive equizmantvon the land
to rent or sell to others in a competitive market. ol

: Fairhope's founders hoped that their demonstiration, if
successiul, would be of value $o political leaders when the gen-
eral acuteness of the ills arising from our failure to recognize
"the public-welfare elements of land ownership" became such as
to demand political action.

; Now that that time has come and the demand has been
made, and political authority, in its attempt to find a solution
would urset the natural law o% supply and demand and unnecessar-
ily extend its power over the lives and activities of ¢itizens,
i1t-is particularly hopeful to have your services in directing
attention to the major source of our social 1lls. Please accept
my gincere appreciation for your and Mr., Taylor's great contri-
yutigﬁ and excuse my presumptuousness in writing you at such :
 ength., : , : :

- Sincerely yours,

Copy to
Mr, E. H., Taylor



Fairhope, Ala.
September 16, 1948.

To the Lessees and Landowners of Fairhope and Vicinity:

I am writing this letter so that you will be informed of the purpose
that is in the back of a certain organization. When I was asked to indorse
this new setup for the next municipal election, 5 : : : . . &

I asked the reason why they would call it a better administration for Fair-
hope. Being a friend of all on both sides, it was very difficult for me to
decide. I was told that the purpose of changing the present administration
was: Our mayor being too friendly with the Single Tax Corp. The purpose is
to zone the Colony land from the deeded land. Having my own land in the
center of the Single Tax colony I was much disturbed. They tcld me that they
intend to have the Corporation property re-assessed, that means that the
corporation will have to raise your rent. Nothing to prevent them from do-
ing so. It is in your contract. Don't forget when they come to re-appraise
the corporation land they will also reappraise the improvements, raising
your taxes on the improvements. They want money to spend on improving Mag-
nolia and Fairhope Beaches. They complain that the present administration

is too economic. That for the sake of spending several hundred dollars to
clean and beautify the beaches, in order to attract visitors at week ends
and tourists at any time, the Better Business men are losing thousands of
dollars. My friends, who cleans your premises? You, yourself. Why should you
be contributing to taxation for the so called Business man. Why don't they
group among themselves and hire some one to do the cleaning, taking part of
the profit to do so? To me it seems that it is a great injustice. Have we
not contributed to their prosperity by patronizing them?

All who have come here in the past years have started on a shoestring.
I am here 35 years and am well acquainted with all the past situations as
well as the present ones. It shocks me to think that they would concieve
- such an idea, that we are so inferior that they must appoint themselves as
our administrators, to spend tax money for their own benefit. Some of the
Better Business men are not informed of what the instigators have in mind.
They simply ask the people to endorse their candidates. I stand for clean
democratic government. The present administration has proved itself by what
they have done. Does not the good book say: "Test the Spirit, by his works
ye shall know him." The men serving in the present administration have not
become rich. They the common people like you and I. The ones who call them-
selves Better Business men have all gained their wealth through your busi-
ness. They think you have not enough intellect to know how much improvement
you want. They would like to use you to their advantage. My friends think,
and think well that any disturbance in our community will restrain people
from buying your holdings. Then the value of your property will decline. I
will admit, for reasons of the past war, that we have omitted a good many
civic improvements, due to high prices. We are still somewhat under those
conditions. But the restless high financial group of Fairhope do not want
to wait. They ridicule the young men who offer their services for the town
council. Under the present conditions I would not favor a change at this
time. Think well and think well for your own good.

Faithfully yours
Mme E. W. Schaaf.



aApril 28, 1953 ; N

Miss V, G, Peterson :
50 East 69th st. \
New York 21, N. Y. '

\

Dear ijiss Peterson: | : \

\
Property owned by lessees on land leasedfrom the Col-
ony is subject to tazation just as is property on deeded land
and I am sure the same taxation prevails in Arden. Im both |\
Arden and Failrhope however the Colony corporations agree to pay
for the lessees, out of the rent paid te them for the land, all
taxes levied by the state and local governments off the properties
belonging tc¢ the lessees; in sc far as said rentals will suffice.

You will note that this does not exempt the preperty of
lessees from taxation but that in most cases it provides reim-
bursement by the colouny corporations for all taxes mequired to
be paid by the lessees, and in the case of the Fairhope Colony
resldent lessees are also reimbursed for the payrent of poll
taxes. Alsc in Alabaia a property tax #s levied con cars and trucks
and resldent lessees cuwning cars used from their leaseholds are
reimbursed for the property tex paid on the car or truck. The
cases where the lessee does not receive full reimbursemént for
property taxes is where the rent paid to the Cclony amounts to
less than the property taxes and in that case he is reimbursed
up to the full amount of the rent paid. BN

In Fairhope taxes that are paid on property are disbursed
by the tax collector to City, County, School Distriet and State
on the basis of thelr seperate levies. Fairhope is now ! classified
as a city, its population having passed the 2500 mark. %

I hope this will supply all the information you wneed.

I note what you say about being tired. You should take| that much

belatted vacation and come to Fairhope for & rest. !

g

Sincerely yours, A

|

Secretary




ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION

To Promote the Economics of Henry George
50 EAST 69TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.
REgent 4-2639

LAWSON PURDY
President

April 22, 1953

Dear Mr. Gaston:

A foreword has been written for the new
edition of "Progress and Poverty" and in it the
writer has the following statement:

"In the town of Arden, Delaware, no tax is
levied on improvements, and on that part of the
land in Fairhope, alabama, owned by the Fairhope
Single Tax Corporation, there is no tax on im-
provements. In these places, the approximate
full economic rent is collected.™

Is that statement correct as regards Fair-
hope? I believe it is, but I was asked to check
with you. If you will just put your o-kay in the
margin, it will save you the trouble of a letter.

as I was writing this, a question came into
my mind that had never before arisen in that arid
region. It is whether there may be a tax on im-
provements imposed by some township or county in
which Fairhope is situated and under whose juris-
diction it comes. In that event, it might not be
correct to phrase the statement as shown above even
though the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation pays
that tax out of the land rents collected. In that
case we might have to say "there is no tax on
improvements paid by the residents.”

£1so, for my own information, is Fairhope a
town or a city? I would like to be sure that we
have referred to it correctly in the land value
taxation book. 4s to the latter, I thought I had
it all set for the printer when some more guestions
were raised. I am dealing with these now, and hope
to set type in a week. I'1l be glad to be through
with it! It was fun, but I am tired! Very tired!!

Sincerely,
veg



March 13, 1953

Miss V. G, Peterson

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
50 East 69th st.,

New York 21, N. Y.

Dear kKiss Peterscn:
I hope the following will be what ycu want:

C. A. Caston has been the executive secretgry of the
Fairhope Single Tax Corperation since 1936. He is

the son of the late Ernest B. Gaston, the first secred
tary of the Colony corporation. The Gaston family
was the first to occupy Colony land as residents of
the new community and Mr. Gaston continued to serve
the Colony as its secretary, with only two interludes
of one year each, until he retired and was succeeded
Ey his son.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary




ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
To Promote the Economics of Henry George
50 EAST 69th STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.
REgent 4-2639

LAWSON PURDY

PRESIDENT

March &, 1953

Mr. Cornelius A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Thank you for returning the manuscript on Fairhope
so promptly. I think it is a good story. I
added, tentatively, a paragraph taken out of your
letter explaining the makeup of Fairhope; that is,
there is colony-owned land and land owned in fee
simple within the corporate limits of the city.

I am glad to know that Paul's family is about to
be increased. I am glad too, but not surprised,
that he is receiving such friendly treatment from
our Danish Georgists. I wish only that you too
could sample their hospitality.

Will you please send me something for our author's
page--a skeleton would be: C. A. Gaston.ls sec-
retary of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation.
Perhaps you could add just a little more to that
but it should all contribute to the conviction
that you are an authority on the subject on which
you have written.

Very sincere yours

Executive Secretary

VGP :fs




Feb. 25, 1953

Mrs, V. G. Peterson

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
50 East 69th Street

New York 21, N. ¥X.

Dear lirs., Peterson:;

I am returning herewith the manuscript which appears to
me to be well organized. The only change I am making is to sub-
stitute the official 1950 census figure for the unofficial 1949
count,

As to your remark about the make-up of the Town of Fair-
hope upwards of sixty per cent of its reople and their property
is=to be found on the land belonging to the Single Tax Colony an
area constituting less than one fifth of the total. While it
took people who were devoted to the Henry George principles to
found Fairhope it could mever have reached its present proportions
and in all probability it could not have survived had it had to
depend on zmzk its atiraction of others with like conviction, and
consecreation. ; :

Today the Colony lands are largely occupied by those who,
of necessity must embrace every possible economic advantage. The
establishment by Fairhope's founders of the economic principles
of Henry George continues to provide maccess to land without the
payment of a speculative purchase price and many are quick to see
the advantage. Being quite limited in the amount of capital they
can command they feel obliged to invest it inthings that will ace
complish a current returns

There were no real estate interests in the neighborhood

-of Fairhope when the colonists came here. Such were attracted on-
ly after the colonists had established a community that showed
promise of permanency. Then several such bought up tracts that
the colonists had been unable to buy because of their limited
finances, . These tracts they subdivided and sold and at the pres-

ent time there are no really large holdings in the hands of dev-
- elopment companies., It seems to me there can be no question of

the Colony's influence on the growth of Fairhope. There is plenty
of undeveloped land within the corporate limits of the city with
many fee simple owners willing to sell, yet the preference for Col-
ony land is still quite apparent. There 1is every reason to be-
leve that there would be no town at the present site of Fairhope
if the Colony had not come here and secured some of the land




agalinst the stifling influence of land speculation.:

I note your remark about seeing our son in Denmark, I am
pleased to report he is having a very satisfactcocry year there. It
was very fortunate for him that he reached Denmark while the Con-
ference was in session. He is profiting much from the contacts
made then. They have close relationship with Mr. Kristensen and
his family and with Dr. Starkke and family which are of great
benefit to Paul in his study of Denmark's aprlication of Georg-
ist principles and to both of them socially. A letter today tells
of gracious social invitations from both Nr. Kristensen and Dr.-
Starcke as well as from lirs. Bjorner who entertaind my parents
when they were in Denmark in 1926,

Paul and his wife plan to devote much of the summer to
some intensive study of the French language in France. Paul will
return in the fall to enter college and work for a masters degree
though it is not settded yet where he will be located. Present
plans call for Mary to give birth to their first child at the
home of her parents in England very shortly before Paul will have
to return so her return with our only grandchild will be somewhat
delayed. :

I am also enclosing a copy of the 1952 report of our Cole:
ony Corporation in which I am sure you will find something of in-
terest. Your attention is called to some comparisons made under
the heading of "Assessed Values and Taxes". It would seem to me
they tend further to confirm our claims of the effectiveness of
our aprlicaticn of the principles we hold to be most essential
to the social and economic welfare of man. With every good wish
gnd my hope that you will soon see the fruition of your labors

am,
Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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Mr. C. A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

At long last I am inclosing the edited version of the piece on
Fairhope which you wrote for our land value taxation book.

We have reorganized our original plans concerning this book in
order to make the material more appealing and more useful to
people outside the George movement. With this in mind I worked
into your piece some of the factual material your son used in his
article in the Henry George News and I am inclosing that article
for your convenience.

It seems to me that there is another point that should be made
clear in this manuscript. That is, the way the town of Fairhope
is made up. As I understand it, the original founders bought a
strip and real estate interests bought around them and the com-
bination i1s the town of Fairhope. I am wondering whether it was
bare land when the founders arrived and whether the real estate
interest came in afterwards.

Also it seems to me that the picture should be clarified as to
the role that the Single Tax @orporation's part of Fairhope

has played in the development of the whole town. In other words -
1t 1s clearly shown that Fairhope has gone ahead of her neigh-
boring communities. But if the Single Tax Corporation is only
a very small part of the whole land of Fairhope, we would be
open to attack on that basis unless we made it very clear that
the role was an important one. I hope you may approve of the
way in which we have handled your piece and that you will make
such changes and improvements as occur to you as well as taking
care of the above questions if you believe them' sound.

I saw your son when I was in Denmark last summer. I hope he is
happy and that you are getting good reports as to his work.

We are getting along with the land value book now and hope to set
type in another month. Meanwhile there is more over-all editing
to be done so that the sooner we get the individual pieces back
the better. If you find it possible to return yours within the
next week or so, it will be very helpful.

(over)



OoNA-
On page 4 of the manuscript there %s. some population figures.
Perhaps you can add to these to bring them down to the latest
census, A stamped envelope is inclosed for your convenience,

With best personal wishes,

Sincere;y yours
[ . Bt

‘Executive Secretary

VGP:fs
Inc.



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION

To Promote the Economics of Henry George
50 EAST 69th STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.
REgent 4-2639

LAWSON PURDY
PRESIDENT

February 20, 1952

Mr., C. A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, 4la

Dear lir. Gaston:

I wrote Paul, but the help I could give was, I
fear, siight.

I sent him two pamphlets -- all we have on Denmark
—— which tell about the land tax and its history. I
told him about the Justice Farty, and if that comes into
his picture at all, I can lend him a short manuscript we
have on hand, which gives statistics as to the votes that
Party has received in recent elections.

I have warned him not to claim too much for the
Georgeist influence which is growing but is probably not
too apparent at this stage. I also brought to his atten-
tion that Denmark, like the rest of Europe, has trended
towards socialism in the last twenty years.

I do not recognigze the statement you refer to about
the social progress of Denmark being due to the retention
by the Danes of the sovereignty in the people. Alice Davis
promised to look in her files to see if she printed anything
like it. I will check with her today to see that she wrote
Paul.

I have told Paul to call on me for any further informa-
~tion I can give. I hope he gets the scholarship.

There is a chance one of our directors may call on you
within the next three weeks. He is Mr. Roy A. Foulke, a
vice president of Dunn and Bradstreet. He is a splendid
Georgeist and a fine person in ev.ry way. He headed South
today for a short vacation, mixed a little with business,
and said if time allowed he would come to Fairhope. I know '
you will like him and if you have time to show him around,

he will appreciate it.
Very j;pcer;fy yours,



December 19, 1950

Mr., C. A. Gaston
Fairhope, ala

Dear ilr. Gaston:

The Robert Schalkenbach Foundation is going to try to get together
material for a Single Tax Year Book. It will not bear thut name when
published, but for want of a better one, we now are referring to it in
that way. We are taking as our general guide the Single Tax Year Book
published in 1917 by the late Joseph Dana iiller. We aim to make it a
compendium of useful, reliable, documented information. We shall not
deliberately set out to prove that Henry George was right; but we be-
lieve that by truthfully and objectively setting down the facts we shall
prove it forcefully.

One section of the proposed book will treat the enclaves. Here we
thought the short section on Fairhope could best be done by you. I
am enclosing copy of liiller's section to guide you.

We do hope‘you will agree to join with us in this important under-
taking. We think you might confine yourself to the following, plus any
other pertinent information:

How formed and wnen; name of corporation and its present officers;
how taxes are levied, collected and remitted to state and local
authorities; what taxes are levied; the principal upon which they are
figured; number of houses and business properties; population, rate of
increase or decrease; discernible effects of the system; its effect
upon surrounding territory.

Vle are hoping to get most of the information collected by the 15th
to <5th of February. iaterial will, rnecessarily, be subject to editing,
but in this all contributors will be consulted and final copy will
receive their upproval. 4all contributors will be given complete #redit.

We think this is an important undertaking and hope you will let us
know at an early date whether we lay have your assistance. & stamped
envelope 1s enclosed for your reply.

Very sincerely yours,

Executive Secretary




' Nov. 27, 1950

Mrs. V. 6. Peterson, Executive Secretary

Robert gchalkenbach Foundation f

90 East’ 69th Street i | !
Ne York 21, N. Y. ‘ \ i

De@ginrs. Peterson:

. I hope the enclosed may not be too late and that it
may meet your needs. [ dare not hope that my delay has not
caused you a great deal of suspense and anxiety. I can only

‘ask your forbearance. '

: It occurs to me that though I may not be too late
that whicli I have prepared may be too long and that you may
care to condense it. If such should be the case you have my
permission to do so. In the event I have missed the mark
and you can give me a better idea of whs: you want I promise
to try again and with much greater dispatch. -

| We appreciate the work the Foundation is doing as I
am sure do all singletaxers. TYou should have had far better
cocperation than I have given. I hope I may make future amends.

Sinoereiy yours, -

/ . Secretary




ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION

To Promote the Economics of Henry George
50 EAST 69th STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

REgent 4-2639

LAWSON PURDY
PRESIDENT

April 19, 1950

Mr. C. A, Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Ala

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I was glad to receive your letter of april 15th. I
was really getting worried, thinking that perhaps you had
shaken the sands of Fairhope from your shoes, or something.
How was 1 going to get the piece on Fairhope written? I
didn't know! Now I can relax.

It is taking longer than I expected to gather the material
for this Year Book, and very little has been completed so
far. ©So you are right in style with our other authors.

Of course, I want to get the stories in as soon as
I can, because only then can editing commence, and that will
be a long Jjob, as you very well know., ©So do the story when
you can, and if I get it by, say, June 15th, that will be
fine. June first would be even better. But I'll say no more.

] When you send in your manuscript, it would be nice if
you could send us a full file of the Fairhope reports since
1944, Ve will keep them in our library where they will serve
whoever may consult it. People do consult it, and we never
know when they will want such material as you offer. So we'll
be glad to have it.

I enjoyed meeting your son -- a fine young man -- when he

was here.
With best personayf'regards,
Sincere};/yours
E ecutldé Secretary



Apr. 15, 1950

Miss. V. G. Peterson, Exec. Sec.
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
50 East 69th Street

New York 21, N. Y.

Dear Miss Peterson:

I am quite ashamed of my neglect in replying to your
retitions for information for the prospective publication on
Single Tax activities. My excuse is that your first communica-
tion, Dec. 19, arrived at time when I was urgently occupied with
dead-line operations concerned with the assessments of property
and payment of taxes for cur several hundred lessees, and the
preparation of annual reports.

If I can have a little more time now I believe I can
get up most of the information you outline in your letter. I
am enclosing a copy of our reports for 1949 and I wonder if you
have any file of these annual reports. They have been publish-
ed in this form since 1944 and I have back copies I could suprly
you with if you do not have them and would like them for your
files. ;

If there is still time for me to comply with your re-
quest please let me know at once.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




S. M. THARP SUPT. or EDUCATION oy ¢
A uu 2 3 L
)

& o P s ™ nd
S BALDWING COUNTY. &

Bsay Q\m\na. ALA. .“,n.\“,. ey -~
iz 5 leain
5 oy e 4.»/
X e 2 ,0
{ x|
N 9 W@W Ss 4o R
N> RARAR I S = Lo
NS gl deivads S o o¥- ble T~
Niq O “' e % Wy ). Fairhope Single Tex Corp. W gfﬂwﬂo #lw % s
1 i i e | Fairhope, Alabama = o
@ﬁ.w. Modmz ”Xﬁl 7».}5 j2 &l‘;. 1 MMZ
o M/ ,;I.,wl il g T x dhe /..w
s T WJ % m» W Tioe TP 7
m " ' z, 3 o -
: 3 ™~ TieeT W/J
', 2 2 wﬂzﬁ - o 3



win LitT PP Lt
£-Ras Ly sors s s 5 b o " L e
B wa, z‘i‘n‘:m KT WL T Lt L BT Lty LA LT L
| ¢ |
Lt 141 b1 418 4T ST bt bt Lt T
I s Y
("R s LR Sot LT BT LT Ut Lot Lt Lhit wgt bbb b1 11
i
Gl ,_ Vi
il o | Rew. v —FFF
| Hos g Bed | ©
jler Eoreting | 23
e qf

Lbirat



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION

——Publishers—
80 EAST 69th STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.
REgent 4-2639

December 19, 1949

Mr., C. A. Gaston
Fairhope
Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

The Foundation is going to try to get together material for
a Single Tax Year Book. It will not bear that name when published,
but for want of a better one, we now are referring to it in that
way. We are taking as our general guide the Single Tax Year Book
published in 1917 by the late Joseph Dana Miller. We aim to make
it a compendium of useful, reliable, documented information. We
shall not deliberately set out to prove that Henry George was right;
but we believe that by truthfully and objectively setting down the
facts, we shall prove it forcefully.

One section of the proposed book will treat the enclaves. Here
we thought the short section on Fairhope could best be done by you.
I am enclosing copy of Miller's section to guide you.

We do hope you will agree to join with us in this important
undertaking. We think you might confine yourself to the following,
plus any other pertinent information:

How formed and when; name of corporation and its present officers;
how taxes are levied, collected and remitted to state and local
authorities; what taxes are levied; the principal upon which they are
figured; number of houses and business properties; population, rate
of increase or decrease; discernible effects of the system; its effect
upon surrounding territory.

We are hoping to get most of the information collected by the
15th to 25th of February. Material will, necessarily, be subject to
editing, but in this all contributors will be consulted and final copy
will receive their approval. 4ll contributors will be given complete
credit. ; :

We think this is an important undertaking and hope you will
let us know at an early date whether we may have your assistance. A
stamped envelope is enclosed for your reply.

Very sincg¢nely youss,

éég£;¢é;§§g%%fg}y

Mr. C. A. Gaston
Fairhope, Ala



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
Publishers of Books by Henry George

32 East 29th Street, New York

MUrray Hill 5-6459

July 21, 1943

Mr. C.A. Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr., Gaston:

Sorry to have called you "Miss." Qur President, Lawson
Purdy, was down your way two winters ago and, while telling
me about the Colony, I thought he said a Miss Gaston had
shown him around.

L am today sending you a carton containing 4 sets of
Henry George books (6 volumes to a set). One of these sets
is for you. The books are being billed at 55¢ each plus
carriage.

The carton also contains 3 copies of The Philosophy of
Henry George, billed at #$1.50 each, and 4 copies of How to
Abolish Poverty and 4 copies of State of War Permanent Unless.
These are for the library and for you. The authors gave us
a few dozen copies so I am glad to share our good fortune with
other friends. :

I have asked my assistant, Miss Bartholomew, to gather
three lots of pamphlets for your libraries.

It has long been my desire to see Fairhope, and to know
a little more about how the colony has faired under its
system of raising revenue for community purposes. When the
transportation problem has straightened out a little, I will
try to get down. lMeantime, if you issue a simple pamphlet
explaining the advantages of Fairhope, I would be interested
in receiving it. I am often asked for information.

Sincer oyrs,
1] ﬁ Jé fz N
Executive Secretary



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
Publishers of Books by Henry George

32 East 29th Street, New York
MUrray Hill 5-6459

July 23, 1943,

Mr. C. A. Gaston,
Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
Fairhope, Alabama,

Dear Mr. Gaston :-

When the package of books which went
out yesterday reaches you, you will find that
the 4 copies of "How to Abolish Poverty", by
Record, are not there, as promised you in
Miss Peterson's letter, Our stock room has
recently been overhauled and at the same time
our shipping clerk is on vacation, so that at
the moment we could not lay our hands on them.
We have them, however, and they will be forth-
coming very soon.

ROBERT S CHALKENBACH FOUNDATION.,



August 4, 1943

Kr. V. G. Peterson, Secretary
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
32 East 29th Street

New York, N. Y. '

Dear Mr, Petersons '

Enclosed find check of the Fairhope Single Tax Cor-
- poration for $15.90 and Money Order -for $3.30 to pay for the
recent shipment of bocks, Thank you for the copies of War
Permanent Unless and How to Aboligh Poverty, the latter of
which liss Bartholomew advises will follow. s

We consider it to be particularly %timely to have these
books for Fairhope citizens and students now, At the present
time when communlst Russia is recelving so much merited praise,
the ldeclogy of that country may very possibly become attractive
to our citizens who see selfish individual and group interests
here taking advantage of the war emergency to increase their
powers and fortunes.

We hope 1t will be possible for you to come here to
visit and study Fairhope since we believe it to be of real val-
ue as a demonstration model. Though other towns in this county
had and have opportunities Fairliope cannot share it has become
the largest and 1s conceded by all to be the most progressive
and the most attractive.

: Fairhope's founders, due to limitations 'of finance
were obliged to acquire cheap land for their experiment. Cheap
land is land low in natural fertility and without compensating
site advantage. To this unfavored land they brought no super-
ior productive skills, but they did bring a principle which they
believed to be the fundamental basis for sceigl and economie
Jjustice. : . -

Unlike some colonies Fairhope makes no selection of
those who may share in the opportunity it makes available. All
are accepted on equal terms and all are given the same pledge.
Each must contract to pay to the community the full value of
the community benefits he may enjoy and utilize in his produec-
tive endeavors, and each receives the colony's pledge that no
levy will be made on hils individual product for the benefit of
the community.



- address, but I find that this

: There 1s frequent editorial and other comment on the
colony in The Fairhope Courier, which I presumed went to your
ls not the case, I am therefore

mailing you a copy of last week's issue in which I have an edi-
torial "Sat-EvesPost Liberal Ally" which I belégve will inter-:
est you as will another articla on the editorial page, "Are We
?ead%pgtFor Ancther Tragic Land Boom®" from the Satur&ay Even-

ng C8Voe g : ‘

. Encloged you will find a brief folder descriptive of
the Fairhope plan. We will be glad to supply some of these
if you can use them, . =

Sincerely yours,

Toecretary



July 17, 1943

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
32 Bast 29th Street
New York City

Attn: V. G. Peterson, 'Exec, Sec.
- Gentlemens : 5

. Al the last meeting of the Executive Council
our letter of July 11 was gresented and it was decided
¢ purchagse three sets of the Henry George books and

three coples of The Philosophy of Henry eorge by Dr.
George R, Geiger. It is planned to place these in the
Falrhope Library and in the libraries of the loecal
fublic High School and in the School of Organie Educa-
ion. : : :

I am sure use can be made of the pamphlets by
all the libraries and if it is not asking too much we
will appreclate having three sets of these.

I, too, would like to have a set of the George
" books and would like to know if I would be entitled to
a discount if a joint order is made?

If you will calculate the total charges for
the three sets, plus shipping charges and bill us we
. will remit at once.

' I have addressed you as above in order to
avold the error you made in addressing me., I am of the
masculine not feminine sex. :

Bingerely yours,

Secretary



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
Publishers of Books by Henry George

32 East 29th Street, New York
MUrray Hill 5-6459

Iuly 11, 1943

Miss C.A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

My dear Miss Gaston:

I am sorry that we did not reply sooner to your
letter of June 28 asking for a catalogue and prices
on a full set of George boocks for your school library.
This is my first day in the office after a short vaéa-
tion - hence the delay.

I am enclosing our Christmas catalogue which,
despite its unseasonable decorations, is the most up-
to-date one we have. You will find that it makes
special prices for certain combination rurchases, and
that it offers a full set of George books for *4. This
is less than the usual discount offered to libraries,
even, and is the lowest price we have ever made on this
particular combination. However, if you wanted two
sets, we could go a step farther and make you a price
of &7 for the two sets. This would be at the rate of
55¢ each for the 12 volumes (6 to a set) and allow Some-
thing towards the postage.

You may find other titles which interest you. If
you do, the discount would be at least 25%.

If you have room in your library for pamphlets, we
should like to send you a couple of dozen with our com-
pliments. These would be assorted titles, including a
full set of the ones by Henry George.

Sincerely, :jgs‘D
Executive Secretary



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
Publishers of Books by Henry George
32 East 29th Street, New York

MUrray Hill 5-6459

April 5, 1943,

Mr. #. A, Buston, Secly,
Fairhope Singel Tax Corparation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Buston:-

We thank you for your order of April 23rd
with check enclosed in the amount of 6,00
for "six copies of Economics “implified." As
this book sells for 50¢ per copy, we are sending
you this afternoon 12 of these books, and trust
this msets with your approval.

Sincerely yours,
( Misa) Nty (it

ROBERT £ CHALKZXBACH FOUNDATION.



June 28, 1943

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, Inc.
32 East 29th Street
New !qu‘ e X,

Dear 8irs: . _
licaticns gngi?? ;gﬁthgsedgugng eX?ea§K§§§§§§g§t of your pub-

' ticular interegt at the present 1s the Seﬁuri
of at 1eau¥yiggrle§a af éenr Seor eya bgcks ?br i a??
use. Please give me a pricean thgae. schop; g
’/' . .
Very truly yours,

Secretary,






-

ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
PUBLISHERS

11 Park Place, New York
BA rclay 7-2453

August 3,1938.

Mr.C.A.Gaston,Secretary,
Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope,Alabama.

Dear Mr.Gaston,

It was a pleasure to have word from you
and we were glad that the suggestion of the book "Rebel,
Priest and Prophet" was welcome to the library as a memorial
for your dear father with whom I have had correspondence for
many years past.

: We did not have quite enough of the "Satolli-
lieGlynn" pamphlets to send 100,but will send 25 more as soon
as a new lot are printed. They went like the proverbial "hot-cakes".

I think you will like the "Pro%ress ?owardmLand
Value Taxation" pamphlet and the "Use of Land Value Maps".They are
both practical propaganda tools!

I am sending,under separate cover a copy of a
most fascinating book "HOW TO ABOLISH POVERTY" which I think you
will find a happy addition to your personal liﬁrary.

If from time to time you have any opportunity
to lead people toward our books and our pamphlets,we would appreciate
it ever so much, as we are asked here to get the greatest possible
reading for the Henry George books. We are sending some catalogs
with the book,and if you want more just ask for them.

Sincerely,cordially yours,

Executive Secretary. i

Mrs.Antoinette K.Wambough.






April 28, 1238

Ro vert Schalkenbach Foundst ion
11 Park Place, N. ¥.

Gcntlehen:

Pind enolossd check for £1.00 for which
pleass send to the Fairhope Single Tax Corxp.,
Fa¥rhope, Ala. 100 pamhlets, " Cagwe of Busi~
ness Depression.®

‘The Business -and Professional Woman's
Club, of Fairhope, ocontribute a book to the
local publie library in remembrance of pro-
minent ocitizens who are lozt to the co mmunity
through death. They ask for suggastions as to
what to sslact in memory of Ernmest B. Gaston,
long time secretary of our Corporation and whose
son I am. :

I am asking that you assist in this se- -
lsction since I am not acquainted with the
reoent publications. Will you pleace let me
have your reply ag early as po=sible, giving
- a list of your suggestions.

Very truly yours,

Seoratary

CrG/mg
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Executive Secretary

February 18,1¢35,

Mr.E.B.Gaston,
Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope,Alabama,

Dear Mr,Gaston,

I am sending you via express,under separate cover,
samples of the tracts that &re at present in stock and available in
any cmsiderable quantities, and I have marked on one copy of each
the prices at which we could send them to you.The trouble with the
pmphlet situvation is that we have already priced them all at a very
low cost level, so that single taxers in general could afford to get
them.Thus there is no room for another person to take them over and
sel]l them at a profit, I do not know whether vou had in mind anything
of this kind,or whether you wanted them for occasional distribution,
At any rate I have indicated the very best prices possible,same of them
below our actual printing costs,

Mr.Goeller of Endwell,N.Y.prints thousands of cheap
tracts that are suitable for distribution,and I think you can get some
of them fram him without cost,or at least merely for the cost of postagee
However,we have found from experience,thet our tracts, printed rather
atiractively, go far to interest the total stranger,because there is not
too much printed matter at the begimmning, The reaction is usually quite
favorable, so that while they cost a little more, they really do intrigue
and hold the attention,

On sevewal pamphlets such as Mr.Sharpe!s pamphlet, and
the Single Tax (Vierth) pamphlet), I have indicated timt we could send
these free of charge if desired, but the postage or express charges
would of course be paid at your ends

I would be glad if you could look over this assortment,
and let me know which ones appeal to you, and if you heve any suggestions
as to what assortments you would like, or 1f you have any particular nurpose
in view,and will let me know I will try to arrange the very best possible
termse :

Sincerely,cordial ly fjours

Executive Secrota






LOUIS E’ NELSON TELEPHONES
DEPUTY RECEIVER MELROSE PARK 3300
VILLAGE 7171
MANSFIELD 2332

CHARLES H. ALBERS

RECEIVER

OFFICE: 129-131 BROADWAY
MELROSE PARK, ILL.

October 4th, 1938.

C.A.Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Deer Mr. Gaston:

As you no doubt know, I inherited
from my uncle, John DeBusi, the mortgage on the Hugh
E. & Elsie Grace Lowell property, commonly known as
Lots 11 & 12, Block 30, Division 2 of the lands of the

Feirhope Single Tax Corporation.

Would you be so kind as to advise
me the amount of money he owes the Fairhope Single Tax
Corporation, for rent, etec.

Thanking you in edvance for your
kind response, I am

Yours very truly,

(Aot i

1622 S. 16th Ave.,
Maywood , I3,



Sept. 14, 1937

Mr._ Os. H. Schmidt
Atl anta, Ga.

Dear 8ip:

I regret veyy much that I can give
you no asgurance of employment in Fairhope,
though it is quitepossible that there is some~
bedy in this n#ighborhood that would be inter-
egted in housing you upon the terms suggested.

I suggest that you might wpite to the
F&irhope Coupier sending ther a emall ad which
might be the meang of getting you in touch with
gome one who would be glad to have yolir services.

Under separate cover I am scnding you
a copy of the Falrhope Courier. Their rates
for clageified ads are 25¢ for 235 words the
- first insertion and 1¢ a word thereafter.

Very truly yours,

SC€oretary

CAg/mg



x5 .
o (20 o
7&44 ke
WZ:/Q;% 5. //Za ¥ /éé /A“/A

lotes e

%W’;;Z ” ;ff“jﬂ’i 3
Lz/g;? L:%&é 42 B231 1

_ Ly LW?%



August 13, 1837

- Mp. Joseph SChmid

Mismi Beach, Fla,

Dear 8ir:

: Under separate cover I am gending you
somé printed matter regarding the Fairhope Single
Tax Coxporation, which 3 believe will angwer the
prinecipal questions you ask in youpr letter a’-
dressed to Postmaster, Fairhope, Aka.

- Fairhope ig not an industrial community
and the opportunities for employment are largely
in the service tradeg and in agricultural ac-
tivitiesd. ,

A reading of the little history phamplet
will show you that Fairhope hag progressed and '
#e are firmiy of the opinion that this progress
has been due in greatepr part to ocur limited
application of the Single Tax princignis.

~ We would be pleased to have you wvisit
Fajirhope and get acquainted with conditiong at

first hand and to-be of any service we may.

Very truly yours,

Becretazy

CAG/mg









April 9, 1932

.

Mr. & Mrs, R, C. Schmidt

Chickasaw, Alabama

Dear Mr, & Mrs. Schmidt:

In repli to yours of April 6, we do
not operate a real estate office but confine

our activities to the leasing of "our lands as
explained in the enclosed folder,

: However I do know of several places
in which you might be interested: :

1. Ten acre leasehold one and three-
quarters'miles from center of town, small house,
barn etec., electric lights, automatic waler
pump pecln orchard, quite good land, for sale
for $1200.00, I'belleve, Write G. E. Perkins
for particulars,

2. Ten acre leasehold, small house,

~about four and one-quarter miles from center of

town, one and one quarter miles from Fairho
S8llverhill paved highway. I don't know mu

about this property nor dc¢ I know the price asked
but believe it 1s listed both with Perkins and
Carl L. Bloxham, :

: 3. Twentyacre leasehold four and one-
half miles from center of Town, one mile south
of Fairhope-8ilverhill paved h{ghway, small
house, barn and cribs, well, ete.'If bought °
from owner can be had for $§ .00, “Write Chas.
8. Lowell, R. R, Fairhope or see me. :

Other agents here who might have'prop:
erties you would be interested in are Capt. Jos.
Pose, J. E. Gooden and R. C, Keeney. :

Very truly yours,

v

Secretary.
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THE SCHOOL OF ORGANIC EDUCATION
Fairhope, Alabama

? August 30, 1945
Dear Sustaining Fund Member:

When Dr. William E., Zeuch came to Organic in the early months
of 1942, one of the first steps he tool in the reorganization of
finances was a Sustaining Fund plan. This called for pledges by
friends of the school to total a minimum of $5000 annually over
a period of ten years, and was intenced to put the school back
on its feet financiully, While the $5000 minimum was never
reached, last vesar the pledges paid totalled somewhot over $3000
or approximately 20% of our total budget of $17,000C,

This letter is intended %o give you an idea of what your con-
tributions to the sehool have meant in the past and what they will
mean ian the future, :

In the first place, *he Sustnining Pund enabled the School to
continue in the fall of 1942, while without it we would have
found it necessary o close our doors, thus ending the career of
the oldest »rogressive school in the South.

Secondly, the Sustaining Fund enabled the School to get on a
firm, 1f meager salary tasis. For the pact three years, the var-
lous teeachers have been paid regular fixed salaries. This enabled
us to get a nucleus for building up  theschool, :

Now, after three ycars of the Sustaining FPund, we are start-
ing a program of vepair and improvement which is necessary to
maintain an adequate school. Our plans for the future call for
redecorating many cf the buildings on the campus tc improve
study conditions; reflooring Comings Hall, the local athletic
center; purchasing necsssary books and equipment for our classes
and activities; and fixirg up the old ashletie field to replace
the pressnut makeshift errangements on the campus for sports, Too,
if we arc to develcp the Faculty an Organic School needs, it
will be necessary to pay adequate salaries. None of these plans
would have been possible without your support of the Sustaining
Fund in the past, and without your future aid meny projected ime-
provements will have toc be further postponed,

As we start the 39th year of Mrs. Johnson's educational cxper-
iment, we are in the best condition we have been in since Mrs,
Johnson's death seven years ago. We have only begun, however, to
achieve wihat Mrs. Johnson would have wonted and whas we want in
the way of a2 schecol. e have appreciated your help in the past
and hope in the future you wiil be able to aid us further in a=-
chieving our goai. ’

Sincerely,

1
A vp

il sii7 ) § G

S. W. Alexander
Prineipal
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Fairhope, Alabama
July 23, 1946

Dear Friends:

Prospects for the coming school year at Organic are brighter than
in many years--our faculty has been expanded, the buildings have been
repaired and repaintéed, work is progressing on a new athletics field,
and school \spivit i3 khign.

Wwe would like to take this opportunity to tell you of the things
we have been doing and are planning. Financial problems still remain,
but there is a new confidence that Organic is going places.

We have strengthened our faculty considerably for the coming year,
Mr, Ed Ritter has taken over the principalship left vacant by the
death of Mr. Alexander, and in addition will teach mathematics. Mrs.
Ritter, who has had special training and considerable experience in
Domestic Science, will teach Home Economics. Mr, Forrest Warren, who
was a popular assistant last year, will be head of the English Depart-
ment. Mr. and Mrs, Bill Darr, who received training at the Pennsylva-
nia Academy of Fine Arts and other schools, will take over Arts and
Crafts. Both have had experience in teaching and in youth counselling.
Mrs. Jessie Davis of Fairhope who helped out so successfully last year
will be the regular First Life teacher this year.

During the past year we have made a number of improvements on the
campus. New lights in the School Home parlor, new toilets in the Bell
Building, rearrangement of the Boys' Dormitory, re-shingling of the
Merry-Go-Round Building, painting and laying of a new floor in Comings
Hall, and painting of the office and typing cottage are some of the
outstanding improvements made during the last twelve months.

You have made these improvements and additions possible by your
support. We have confidence that with your continued support we can
make Organic an even better school.

Very: sincerely youfs,

LoD Colisunn

Robert Calhoun
(For the faculty)



June 23, 1953

Kr, Frederic H., Schoonover
1502 Long chore Drive
Amn. Arbor, Mich,

Dear Mr, Schoonover:

; In response to your letter of June 1%, 1 am eneclosing
herewith a copy of cur constitution and our laré application and
lease contract.

Under separate cover am sending a copy of the Alabama
Local Covernment Jourral. In it you find some general ine
formation about the Fairhope community, other ¢ ties in
Baldwin County and on pages 14 and 15 a special article about
our Single Tax Celony. You will note my marking of e transposition
of lines in the middle column on page 15.

Ye are pleasd to learn of your continmed Interest in
Fairhope.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary




\&

June 19, 1953

Mr. Gaston, Secretary

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Colony Office

Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

During my visit to Fairhope in May, I had the pleasure of spend-
ing a half hour in conversation with you as the result of my
question, "What is a Single Tax Corporation?™ At that time, you
made a very clear explanation of the theory and practice of this
Corporation to me.

Since my return to Michigan, I've had the experience, wherein,
upon mentioning the Single Tax theory or the Corporation, I am
asked what it is and how it works and I find my knowledge of the
subject to scant for me to make a plausable explanation,

You mentioned that Fairhope had been written up several times
and I had presumed in newspapers or magazines. If such material
is avallable, would you be kind enough to send me a copy of one
of these write-ups or of your constitution or some of your own
writing on the subject?

My own interest in this subject is perhaps founded on more than
curiosity as I intend to make my home in Fairhope in the not to
distant future.

Sincerely,

\ s /M‘s/@;f o \%WLW&:M

Frederic H. Schoonover
1502 Long Shore Drive
Ann Arbor, Michigan



Introducing IEWIS FIETCEER SCOTT
-of the HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Mr. Scott is a graduate of Purdue University in chemical
engincering, a registered professional engineer, and
Chicago division manager for & menufacturer of industrial
ingulating waterials. He has attempted to bring to his
study of social questions the scientific approach that
an engincer must apply to his work, He feels the need
for more than talking, and for this rcason, hag Joined
the staff of volunteer instructors, mostly business and
professional people, who go into all parts of Chicago
and suburbs to teach fundamental economics - what they
describe as "the economic basis of a free society™ - in
the round-table classes sponsored by the Henry George
School of Social Science.




CHARTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF T-Bz STATE OF NEW YORK e INCORPORATED NOT FOR PROFIT IN ILLINOIS

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
226 Narth Claskt Freet « Cfidoage 1, IU - @entral 2348

October
15
1948

Dear Cornie:

Into your happy midst will soon come LEWIS F, SCOTT
and MRS, SCOTT and TWO LITTLE SCOTTS, They?®ll be
in Fairhope for their fewweeks! vacation, I wouldn't
be surprised if they'd get interested in Fairhope as
their residence...some time,

Megnwhile, Scottie is a sales engineer with head-
quarters in Chicagn, He got into the School several
yéars ago and is a leader in furthering its Pprogram,
His teaching and spesking are outstanding,

I know that Scottie will be interested to learn all
he can about Fairhope and the Fairhope Single Tax
Corporation, He'll be looking you wup, probably

Monday,
Best wishes from your Chicago friends!

Dr, C, A, Gaston :
Fairhope
Alabama




CHICAGO ILL DAILY CALUMET
WEDNESDAY MAY 26 1948

Ve : \
Lions Speaker, ;-

"

Lewis F. Scott
Lewis In, Scott, sales engineer,; ;
and member of the speakers bur-
ean, Henry George School of Social
Science, will ?F‘H‘Fﬁdea&t a_ lunch-
eon nmeeting of the Shore-Lir —dous

club  on  “Let'g Try Somethingj
New,” at 1626 E. 79th st., tomor-J

e e e
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SHROPSHIRE 8 COMPANY
INVESTMENT SECURITIES
FIRST NATIONAL BANK ANNEX

MOBILE, ALABAMA

February 8, 1941

Dre. Co. A, Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Dr. Gaston:

Many thanks for your letter of February 7th regarding
Pairhope Street Improvement Bonds,

We are going ahead with cur efforts to purchase this
issue of bonds and will let you know just what we
are able to do as promptly as possible,

With best regards, we are

Sincerely yours,

SHROPSHIRE & COMPANY

0S:ZW BY

i o









February 7, 1941

lr, Ogden Schropshire,
Fst Nat'l Bank Annex,
lioblle, Alabama,

Dear lir, Schreopshire:

At our council meeting last night I brcught
up the matter of cur investment of surplus funds in
Town of Fairhope Street Imprévement Bonds and the pro-
posal was favorably received, : :

It is not possible to say positively how
many of these bonds we would want but 1t is practically
certain that we will have the two $550,00 Electrie
notes recalled and that we will have additiotal cash
available tom make up the price of two bonds, We
will also be open to & profitable trade offer for one
of the refunding bonds, the one having a maturity
date of llay 1, 1946, |

There 1s a possibility we will be able to
make some additional investment should some of our
old rent accounts be paid up, of which there is some
prospect in the near fubure, With best regards I am,

Very truly yours,

Secretary,




LORING A. SCHULER
231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
cHICAGO 4, ILLINDOIS

March 21, 1945

Mr. James Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I have recently heard that Fairhope represents an interesting
and perhaps unique development as a campletely cooperative
town.

I am also told that you are Viece President of «the town, and I
am writing to ask if you will gsend me whatever information you
may have reg rding the organization of the town cooperative and
how it conducts its business affairs.

LAS:Tb




LORING A. SCHULER

231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO 4, ILLINDOIS

March 21, 1945

Mr. James Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I have recently heard that Fairhope represents an interesting
and perhaps unique development as a campletely cooperative
town.

I am also told that you are Vice president of ¢the town, and I
am writing to ask if you will send me whatever information you
may have reg rding the organization of the town cooperative and
how it conducts its business affairs.

; Loring%4. Schuler
LAS:rb
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kpr. 2' 1945

Mr, Loring A, Schuler
231 South LaSalle 8t.,
Chicago 4, Illinois

Dear Mr. Schuler:

- Your letter of larch 21, addressed to my brother James
Gaston was handed to me for reply.

Though Fairhope cannot lay claim to being "a completely
cooperative town", it does have features we are sure you will
agree are both interesting and unique.

Fairhope was foundsl a 1ittle more than fifty years ago
as a 8ingle Tax Colony. The colonists bought such land as they
could and started the community. Since then the town has grown
until it comprises five times the area belonging to the colonists.
However most of the physical improvements and most of the people
live and conduet their businesses on the one-fifth of the land
which belongs to the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation.

The founding members were of the opinion that in matters
~of general concern they would find many opportunities for cooper-
ative action. The Single Tax Corporation did own and operate
the first store, the wharf and the water and electric utilities,
and their own newspaper. After a year or so the store was sold
to an individual owner and the newspaper too was sold. Later
when Fairhope became incorporated as an aldbama municipality the
wharfy waterworks and electric plant were all disposed of to the
municipality by whom they are stillcvery successfully operated.

There have been several voluntary cooperative ventures
in Fairhope on land leased from the Fairhope Single Tax Corpora-
tion, but in which the Corporation held no stock or administrat-
ive position. Among these were another cooperative store and a
creamery, both of which failed and were sold to private inter-
ests by whom they are heing successfully operated,

= We believe that land is the brimary essential of man's
welfare and that it is the obligation of organized society to
establish such measures as will insure that men who do not have
land or men who need more land will be able to freely occupy any
lands that are not being fulliy used by another. To accomplish
this aim our corporation, by purchase, secured title to the land
it now owns. The greater portion of the area is rated as agri-
cultural land and lies outside the municipal limits of the Town




of Fairhope, the remainder, some 327 acres, exclusive of streeté,
is treated as urban land and lies within-tﬁe corporate limits,
The ccuntry lands, some 3500 acres, are all leased at this time,

The inspiration to establish the community of Fairhope
came to its founders as victims of one of the serious economic
depressions that have periodically gripped out nation. They had
studied Henry George's writings and agreed with him that the
cause of such depressions is a reduction in purcha:ing power due
to curtailment of the opportunities for employment. They believ-
ed George to be correct in his statement that the limiting factor
in emrloymeny is the availability of land, since all employment
whether felg employmeny or employment by another is based on ace-
cess to land,

: They also agreed with Henry George that the proper
means of insuring that unused land would continually be available
for the productive use of individual or corporate industry was

to make it unprofitable to hold such land out of use, While they
believed that the Henry George plan must eventually be adopted

by government they also realized that such might not be the case
in their time and that they might hasten it by setting upma dem-
onstration that would prove the value of the plan. Therefore
they established Fairhope and set up the Fairhope Single Tax Cor-
poration to hold title to the land and issue lease contracts

to these who wanted land for use,

The rental charges provided for in the lease contracts

compel the lessee to use his land or suffer a financial loss.

As a community grows its lands must be put to an increasingly
productive use and the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, recogniz-
ing that the growth of the community has made the land more val-
uable increases the rent and lessees must put their lands to the
more productive use needed by the growing community or suffer a
financial loss.

- It is only because Fairhope has had the advantage of
being the site selected by the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
for its demonstration that it has become the largest and most at-
tractive town in Baldwin County., Other towns are more favorably
located, have more highly productive agriculrural lands, are
nearer %o markets for their produce, are centers for larger trade
areas, have superior transportation facilities, etec. Nor are
Fairhope's citizens superior to those of other towns in the county.

It should not be necessary to organize a single Tax
corporation to give every other community and section the same
advantages we enjoy in Fairhope. All that is needed is a change
in the public revenue (taxation) laws, makin it possible to col-
lect from all who enjoy the privilege of owning land, the market
value of that privilege. The privilege of land ownership has no
value except where society is performing services for the bene-
fit of the owner and such a system merely makes it possible for
society to collect for services rendered from the individual to
whom guch service is rendered.




Our present system of ad valorem taxes falls alrgely
on individmal investments in buildings and personal property
and bears equally on all such without respect to their location.
Often those who pay high taxes receive very little service from
society, while others are so located that they receive much ser-
vice bué because of the character of their improvements and per-
sonal property they are required to pay much less than the value
of that service, Justice and the welfiare of society demand that
this unfair hindrance to the normal progress of society be abol-
ished and that it be replaced by a public revenue system based
on the just prineciple established by the Fairhbpe Single Tax
Corporation, :

Enclosed and under separate cover I am séhding you ad-
ditional material which I trust you will find of interest. Should
you have any questions to ask I shall be glad to hear from you.

Very truly yours,




PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

"#  BEN C. MCCABE L. J. OESTER GARNER M. LESTER ROBERT L. ROTE JOHN A. KOTAL
INJERNATIONAL ELEVATOR CO. L. J. OESTER COMPANY G. M. LESTER & COMPANY THE ALVIN F. ROTE COMPANY NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETAIL
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI MONROE, WISCONSIN MEAT DEALERS, INC.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

NATIONAL TAX EQUALITY ASSOCIATION |
B T R R R R R T R e TR

April 6, 1945

Mr. C. A. Gaston

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear NMr. Gastons

I am greatly obliged to you for the very complete information you have sent

me about the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation and its operation.

ours very truly

LAS /v ‘ Loring A.%Schuler
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Free Blcres Hssociation, Mnc.

SCOTCH PLAINS, N. J.
R. F. D. No. 1

E 289
February 6 th , 1936

Mr. Ernest B. Gaston,
Secretary: Fairhope Colony
FATRHOPE, Alabama

My dear Mr. Gaston :%

I write you today with a regquest for your kind
~ co-operation. I had intended to take a trip to PFlorida
early in February and take the opportunity to pay a visit
to Fairhope, which, as the largest and most successful of the
Singd& Tax Enclaves, is naturally of great interest to us

3,11- ‘

However necessary work peevented me so far from
making the trip, though it is possible that I can make it
during March or Beginning of April/

However another leaseholder of FREE ACRES, Mr.
Louis Klatzkie of New York City,

left a few days ago for a combined business and pleasure
trip to the South, intending to make his headquarters for se-

veral weeks at New Orleans, Lae

Though only a member of Free Acres for a short tiae, lre.
Klatzkie hgs taken great interest msxuxx in tiae working of the

d
S Theory,when applied to colonies of our tUype,al
;%ng;z af%x possigie. he wishes to x=kE visit Fairhope for

g few days.

I told him to call on you for any information regard-
ing PFairhope, as you, one of the Founders and officers therxe,
can surely give him the most authentic and correct information.

I do hope I did not go too far in advising him to call
on you. '

Dear Mr. Gaston, I can assure you that any information and
advice given to Mr, Klatzkie if he should call on you, will be
highly appreciated, not only by the writer bgt by all Free

AGYeSe. ;
Wishing you and all Pairhope a highly successful 1936

I am Y/
‘ Cordiadly yours,
)4%;/ é?{vzzzwfaﬁ/ (Max A.Schulze)
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February 4, 1941

Mr, E. B. Sebourn,
516 W, Capitol 8t.,
Jackson, Miss,,

Dear 8ir:

Your card addressed to the Mayor was de-
livered tc me for reply,

We are appreciative of the compliménts
paid Fairhope by your informer., We believe that
Fairhope's advqntages may be attributed to the pol=-
lcy of this éorporation which we believe should
be universal, ;

Fairhope's location is not superior to
that of many others in this locality and is infer-
ior in natural advantages to many locations through-
out the land, but so far as the lands of this cor-
poration are concerned no one has been able to se-
cure a monopoly of the advantagés and then farm
them-out to others coming later. Today you can
- come to Falrhope and secure any unused land aveil-
able on just the same terms as can those who-came
at the beginning and were responsible for the found-
ing of this community. :

7 : Unleased lands of the: corporation may be
secured without purchase price but merely by con-
tracting with the corporation to pay to it the an-
nually appraised rental value of the site ogcupied,
the corporation in turn contracting with the lessee
that the rental paid it will be used first to pay
any and all taxes levied on the land and on the im-
provements and personal property of the lessee and
the balance Aif any expended for public improvements
in which all lessees shall share equally,

Country lands (of which°we have very lit-
tle left) rent for from 85¢ to $2,75 per acre annu-
ally and town lots averaging 66 x 132 ft. rent for
from $3.75 per year to $115,90 per year, depending
on their location and there are far more of the
cheaper lots available than of the higher priced

lots. : ,

Under separate cover I am sending you some
literatiire and am also enclosing some herewith, I
suggest that you pay us a visit so you may get your
information first hand.

Very truly yours,



















March 29, 1938

Mr. T. E. Sharp

- Mobile Times,

Dear Sir:

. I am sure there was no intention on your part to ::k.
a mlsleading statement in your column concerning the edsotric
rates of the Fairhope municivally ownad and operated eleotrio

utility * 4

Fairhope, sinca its founding has enjoyed the friendship
of Mobile citizens. Many of them reeside hers for a part of
each year and more are contemplating 1t now that we have a
good road and no bridge toll to obetruct travel. We in Fair=-
hope do not want these good friends of oure to feel that their
summers with us are to be penalized by high elsc:rio ratee.

To make your comparison fair you should have used Fair-
hope's "objective rate® which is enjoyed by 47% of our con=-
sumérs and all customars who have ranges, refrigerators or

water haatere.

Under Fairhope's objective rate 35 KWHl comts $1.74, 100
KvH, $4.33 and 500 KWH, $11.97. You will note that these
figures are raspeotwely 16.1/3, 18 4/5 and 19 per cent lower
than the "imrediate rate" figures you quoted for your com~

parisons.

I heartily agree with you in condeming the injustice of
using the revenue from publicly owned utilities to diep lace
taxes. This practice is wrong and in my opinion injurious
to the community that employs it.

There is a natural and therefors proper source of public
reveénue and the taking of it from this source promotes the
health and badance of every part of cur ecenomic and social
body. I have illustrated this in the enclosed editorial
olipping from the Fairhope Courier of March 24th whioh I hope,
you will take time to read and comment on. '

Alabama municipalities neesd greater howe rule in the matter
of taxation. %

Very truly yours,

Chairman Town Council Elsotric Co m.



June 13, 1940,

lilgss Ethel Shattuck,
127 Alma Street,
Sycamore, Illinois,

Dear Miss Shattuck:

I am glad the material sent you was of use
to your study club‘and appreciate your further in-
terest in Fairhoge; £

Probably the grinaipal reasen the econom-
lc prineiples upon which Fairhope is founded and
operated are not extended is that those managing
our political affeirs are shallow thinkers, capa-
ble of carrying on in accordance with the present
set-up but with né initiative to introduce con-
structive changes.

. Most legislatore, in Alabama I note that ]
mor than one-half the senaecrs and a large percente
age of the representatives, are lawyers, a large
part cof whose incomes frme from individuals and
corporations enjoying some privilege based én land
ownership, a privil:ge.that is reduced in value and

- effectiveness as land is required to share in the
proviesion of public revenue. :

: Again Feirhope is sc small in area tha
there is a naturel tendency to attribute its suc-
cess to more commonly dccepted attributes such as
the individtal initiative of its citizens, its lo-
caticn, ete. Fairhope heving teen foundeé by north-
ern people, characteristically more amnbitlous, or
al least sc reyuted, then southern pecile, ankee
thrift and industry receives some cred t, this in
spite of the fact that the great ma jority of the
business ingtitutions in Fairhope are managed by .
suthern men, ' :

Also those who are loudest in their gro-
tests that Americen rugged individualism must be
preserved are most guilty of diverting attention
from the essential measures for susta ning it. Rug-

""g@d individualism is the very essence of what we

- wish to think of and admire as "Americanism" and °
is desrving of the support of every loyal citizen.
The fact must be recognized that rugged individ-
ualism has been declining for geherations and that
its rate of decline increase$ during periocds of
greatest industrial progress. .



The American Way developed by our ances-
tors was not the result of any rhenominal change
that took place in their individual characteristics
during their voyage across the Atlantic nor to chang-
es in their habits of living due to the greatly dif-
erent environment in the new country. It was not
because they were far from the geat'of government
and its controls cover their persons., Its develop-
ment was due to the fact that all of naturet's re-
sources were freely available to them and their
freedom to utilize these resources through the aps
plication of their labor to them was unrestricted.

This American Way, because the expanse of
natural resources was too great to pass into private
control, continued to progress for several genera-
tions. Now no parcel of desirable unused land can
be had by he who would use it em¢ept he rent or pur-
chase the privilege from another, Americanism was
another nawe for free men and free men passed with
the passage of free land and Americanism can only
be restored by agein freeing the land.

: Vith regard to en apartment here for the
winter, Fairhope is quite popular as a winter re-
sort for northern people of moderate income so an
‘apartment such as you desire should be readily a-
vailable and I shall be glad to give you su¢h in-
formetion as you may desire at a later date.

With the hope that your study group will
- extena yowr study of America's great economic probe
lem, the proper solution of which is our cnly se-
cur{ty-againstrcommunism fascism or nazism, and
the assurance that I shall be glad to be of eny ser-
vice I can I am, ‘ '

Very truly yours,

- Becretery.









-

: April 26, 1940,
Miss Sthel Shattugk,
1297 Alma Ste 9
Sycamore, lIli.,

De.r liiss Thattuck:

Our liayer handed me your letter of ~pril 16 for re-

pPly since the Single Tax part of Fairhope is entirely under
our jurisdiction, our relationship to the Municipal governe
ment veing only that of a land owning tax payers :
In the little folder which I enclose, "The “ingle 5
Tax Colony at ‘airhope, Alabam:", you will find briefly state
ed the plan on vhich we operate. I also enclose a copy of
the constitution, application for land and lease contracts
That the plan is successful is temitified to by
the fact that Tairhope, though not the most favor.bly locat-
ed of the towns in 3aldwin county, is the la gest =nd conced-
ed by all to be the most progressive. Our commercial insti.
tutions are the best in the county and when the {inancial
erisis cume ours was one of the few banks (two in this ColNl=
ty) that did not have to close its doors, Pairhotbe has more
improved streets, sidewalks, parks, etcs, than any other towm
in the county and has the best library of any town of its

gize in the state.

The mmiecipality of Pajirhope onerateé Just 28 other
municipalities opernte and securas the greater part of its

- @enerul revenue from ad waloren taxes levied on the real ese-

tate and person:.l property of its citizens, though wnlike
most municipalities it levies no husiness licenses, except
that it requires those dealing in aleoholic beverages to pay
a nominal registration fee (&10.00) and to p.y a bottle tax
on beer. The Town has for some year's enjoyed the .roceeds
of an ad valorem tax reate double that of other cormunities
in the county since the citizens have repaeatedly voted at
five year intervals for the levying of an ndditional wd vae
lorem tax equivalent to that provided by statute for munige
ipal purposes. Kask

: liost of Pairhn-e's aitiments being lessees of the
Single Tax Corporation this means no inorease in tax burden
on them and merely provides a means for the transference of
public reant collected into the Single Tax Corp. treasury to
the muniecipal tre.sury where it is available to jrovide pube
lic improvements and services desired by the citizens., The
prineip:1l other means for making the rent available for pube
lic use is payment to the municiaplity for street and side.
walk improvement through the lands of the Corporation,
; It is gratifying to learn of your interest and I age
sure you we sh:11 be gald to hear further fronm you .

Sincerely yours,

g‘ﬂ‘-‘-“


















April 10, 1937

Mr. Henxy V. ghelton
La Jolla, C&4pif,

De-r Mr. Shelton:

I_hcope you will excuse uy delay in reply-
ibhg to your letter of March 15. At the time

.- your letter arrived, My. Fuller wag out of
town and I oculd not report on the true con=-

dition of his account as he held some tax
receipts that had not yet been turned in for
Credit on the rent ascount. Since his retuzrn
thege have been turned in and he hag paid
§108.20 to the town to pay up all of hig de-
linquent town taxeg. Alter allowing these
credits hie acoount is im arreare for the
lagt half of 1938 and the first half of 1937,
now dug, amounting im all to sbout $325.00

Mr. Fuller did have gome local competi=
tion, but a recent fire at the rival theatre
8 cemg $0 have setiled that. He assured me
that within the next thirty to sixty days he
will start making payment, by which he hopes
to balance this account. I shall xeep after

"him and shall inform you should the ascount

get in bad shspe.
: Very truly yours,

Seoretary

OAiyhg

1



HENRY WOOD SHELTON
1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P.O. BOX 48
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

March 15, 1937.

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Gentlemen:

Will you kindly inform me whether George E. Fuller
has been and is up to date in the payment of his obligations
in the way of taxes and rentals to the Colony for the "Playhouse"
property. In his contract with us for the purchase of that
property, the keeping up of all such obligations is one of the
conditions. I feel I should be informed of any lapses in this

respect, and would appreciate your cooperation.

Enclosed is self-addressed, sta@ped envelocpe for

your reply.

Yours very truly,
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May 24, 1937

Epr., Hengy V. Shelton
La Jolla, Calif.

Dear Mr. Shelton:

In compliznce with voup
request of April 38lst, I enclose ®erewith
statement of our Treagurer, which includes
& so rent for the last half of 1937, pay-
ment on which is not due realy until July
1. HNo paymentshave been made on thig asc-
count since my letter to you of April 10,
nor has lir. Fuller notified me of what he
expects to do in the mattep.

There is no inteantion on
ougpart to take any specific action in the
near future for the collection of thig
account gince it is adquately secured by
the improvements. We will, however, con-
tinue by ordinary meanss# to get the aoccount
‘paid up. We ghall be glad to cooperate
with you and await further commugication

f rom youg
Very tamly youre,

Secretary

EAC/mg



T

HENRY WOOD SHELTON
1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P.O. BOX 202

LA JOLLA,. CALIFORNIA

o

April 21, 1937.

C. A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Thank you for your letter of April 10 and its

information.

I have notified Mr. Fuller that all of his oblig-
ations to the Colony must be fully paid up within the ensuing
thirty days. May I ask that on May 24 you write me, and give
a detailed statement of any arrears, if any, on his obliga-
tions for the Playhouse property? Enclosed is stamped, addressed

air-mail envelope for your letter at that time.

Inasmuch as our present contract with Mr., Fuller
for the purchase and sale of the property for $2,500. involves
a loss to us of over $10,000. in unpaid principal and interest
on his 0ld mortgage, I am not inclined to allow our small re-
maining equity to be endangered by any laxness of his in living

up to the conditions of his contract.

Appreciating your cooperation,

Sincerely,



HENRY WOOD SHELTON

1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P. O. BOX 297
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Ovtober 11, 1934,

E. B. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Mr. Gaston: Confidential.

Your letters of September 28 and 29 duly re-
ceived, and I certainly appreciate your trouble and the
full information you give me. It is the first of its
kind I have been able to get, as Mr. Fuller has never
- sent me a complete statement of the Playnouse property
condition., I am glad he is a good citizen, but he has

shown little sense of responsibility to keep me informed.

I have been considering foreclosure, and turn-
ing the property over to the Organic School to own and use
during its lifetime. Would you be willing to express your-
self as tc whether that would prove a boost or a burden to
the 8chool? And approximately what would such a transfer
cost me in cash? 1If the School could use and make something
out of the property in ways that I at this distance could

not, it might be a sensible and serviceable thing to do.

Before making a final decision, I have prou-
ised Mr. Fuller to hear any suggestions he may have. So

please do not discuss the above idea with others until you

" wenT

hear from me again. Your mey help a decision.

Sincerely,












Harohxlﬂ, 1936,
Mr. Henry Wood Shelton, !

1560 Torrey Pines Road, ;
La Jolla, Cal.

Dear Hr:gshbltonz-

o 3 : 3 "\‘,‘ ; 3
"~ Lacking copies of recent letter '%y:nasing between you

ard Wr. George Fuller, I do not mow to jusy what underetaning
you and he have arrived, but wigh to adviee you, that we have
agreed to a propeoition from hisz to pay %300 which has been re=
ceivad, $35 a month for three months and thersfter $50 a sonth,
until his arrears are made up. f

: 4
- He thinke ho ocan accoaplish this and we are very
much in hopes that he can and at the same time, meet what con=-
i

diftions you are requiring from Hia.

Thanking you for your genorouafconsideration,

Youms very trwly, ek

%ecfethry{

Ii!
iy

"

:
|




HENRY WOOD SHELTON

1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P.O. BOX 297
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

January 11, 1935.

E. B, Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
. Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Your letter of December & crossed mine of the same
date. I have delayed answering it until I could hear again from
Mr. Fuller in answer to my letter to him of the same date.

Now I have received two letters from him, which give
promise of a solution of the Playhouse property matter in the near
future. He proposes to pay up the Colony rent and deed the property
to me, and in return I have offered to release him from ligbility
for his deficiency to date in interest on the mortgage, (which by
next April 1lst., without further payments, would amount to about
$5,460.00) provided, of course, he turns over the property to me
free of encumbrance. When matters are cleaned up to date in this way,
I propose to make him a generous offer by which I hope the whole
affair may be settled once for all. In view of this, I hope the
Colony will find it possible to hold off until it becomes clear
whether this plan can be consummated. I know you said that there
seemed no prospect of getting the overdue rent out of lMr. Fuller.
Yet he himself proposed the first part of this plan, and so I hope
he has found some way of carrying it out.

It has surprised me recently to learn that Mr. Fuller
paid Mr. Totten more than §5,000. profit on the Playhouse, for the
construction of which I put up the money and Mr. Totten risked
nothing. Not knowing the details at the time, I assumed the trans-
fer of ownership was being made practically at cost, as I under-
stood Totten was & Single Taxer, and that Single Taxers did not be-
lieve in such profit-taking. As it was, instead of the considerable
reduction in the mortgage which could have been made, Totten got out
with a big and unearned profit, and left Fuller and me "holding the
bag". Of course we really have only ourselves and shortsighted

trustfulness to blane.

Thank you for your interest in looking into the pos-
8ibility of the School taking it over. If they judged it could not
be done to their advantage, things would seem in a bad way. I hope
lr. Futler, on the spoti, and relieved of an accumulated 1ibilisy.,
can manage to get it orf a sound basis.

It is not:feasible for me to come to Fairhope at pre-
sent, and I hope things can be worked out by correspondence without
undue delay. Your cooperation is appreciated.

With best wishes for the new year,

Sincerely, dZ) \jsrféfz/éZZ;g\/L












HENRY WOOD SHELTON
1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P. O. BOX 297
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

t
:‘5*-_--«_... .

December 8, 1934,

E. B; Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Mr. Gaston:

Thank you for your letter of November 1, and
its indication that the idea of the possible use of the Play-
house property by tle Organic School is being considered., Mr.
Fuller is anxious to know his own future in relation to the
Playhouse, but I have postponed g decision until I could hear
more definitely from you. So any information you can give me

will be helpful.

» Mr. Fuller has repeatedly written that he
would like to make suggestions for the sclution of the prob-
lem, but has never made one. Mr. Totten was here.about a week
ago, and suggested that if I foreclosed, lirs. Totten would like
a chance to operate it for me., I am not coﬁsidering that seri-
cusly at present. Mr. Totten secms to be looking for work in

or near Los Angeles.

Sinclair's defeat was not a surprise, but the
number of votes he received was indicative of the temper of the
people, and the campaign was very educational. Thank you for

the copies of the Courier you sent, which I read with interest.

Sincerely,



HENRY WOOD SHELTON

1560 TORREY PINES ROAD
P. O, BOX 297
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

September 22, 1934,

Mr., E. B. Gaston, :
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Mr. Gaston:

You may possibly remember me as a visitor in Fairhope
with my family some ten years ago last Spring. At that time
we tried to help Mr. E. P. Totten get on his feet by advancing
the money for the construction of the "Playhouse".

Since then, Mr, Gec. E, Fuller has taken over the
Playhouse property, the first mortgage on which falls due
October 1lst. His interest is very much in arrears, - more
than six years! I know full well what hard times these are
and have been, and so have been as lenient as possible.
However, before deciding what is besst to do now about the
mortgage, I want to know fully just what the situation is.

Would you be kind enough tc send me a statement of
any rents, tax®s, assessments, or other liens against the
property which are due and unpaid? Any additional informa-
tion which you can give me, either about the property or
about Mr. Fuller and his reliability, which will help me
know what is the right thing to do, will be deeply appreciated.

With kindest personal regards,

Sincerely,



Sept. 28, 1934.

Henry Wood Shelton,
Box 25”, . 3
La Jolla, Calif. -

My Dear Mr. Sheltoni=

Yours of 2°nd at hand. From our treasurer I learn the
following.faota‘about ¥r. Fuller's financial condition.

The rent on the Playhouse site for year 1934 is |
£218.99, which is a reduction of $38.83 from the receding
» P ;
yeary and 1tis possible there may bs a further reduection for

next year.

He owes us for rent on the Playhouse, =tttk to end of
1934, with interest to Oct. $937.72. shich constitues under the
term s of our leases a prior claim, even to sour mortgege.

His state and county taxee are paid, but he owas the
Town of Fairhope taxae in amunt, with interes' to $83.43.
If p=id the receipt would be applicable upon rent of the ground.
I find that the building is asses-ed at #3,000, which would be
80% (what the law calls for) of $5,000, ﬁhcddﬂﬁﬁﬂ&eﬁhGOUl!hlned
state and tcg& levy being 31~2ii39, makes the taxes #092.20.

He has a comfortable on which the Baldrin
County Building and Loan Associati I do not know what the ame
ounteoutdtanding is against the dwelling #=; but the B.& L.Agsg'n
is a close collecter and has taken money from him which should
have been divided with you for the debt on the Playhouss.

State and County taxzs will be due again the first day
of Coctober and Town taxes the first of Dec. but barring some
spec ial action by the Town which I do not look for, it will be
several months bafore any summary proceedings; unlege it be
by the Colony. ; '

we fully appreciate the genesral conditionr and have held
off of Mr. Fuller hoping he could make some shift to pay us a/
good part of which was owing us.

Would be glad to hear from you, after your reoeip£ o=
pecsipt of this., Fuller was put to a lot of expense for bAwyers
by litigation with Tottan, which has hampered him. .
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April 9, 1937.

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Gentlemen:

On March 15 I wrote you asking whether Mr. Geo.
E.Fuller is keeping up-to-date in his payment of obligations
to the Colony in the way of taxes and rentals for the
"pPlayhouse" property? Keeping such payments fully up-to-
date is one of the conditions of his contract with me, and

it is important for me to know how he stands in his account

with you.

1 enclosed stamped self-addressed envelope for
your reply, but have as yet not heard from you. Inccease my
letter went astray, I write again, and agk that you let me

know as soon as possible whether and to what extent he is

in arrears with you.

Thanking you for whatever information you are

able to give me,

Sincerely,

MW'%'



Wgéﬁ;béaylﬁorning

Dec. 18, 1952

Kr., James L. Shepard

% Henry George School of Social Science
725 Bakewell Bldg.

Pittsburgh, Pa. ]
{

Dear Jim:

Xy neglect of your interesting and informative corres-
pondence might weél justify you in the erroneous conclusion
that I am neither interested in the topics you presented nor in
you personally. Let me assure you both are wholly wrong impres-
sions. We remember you with pleasurable interest and are quite
intrigued with your adventures both active and prospective. The
inattention on my part 1s due to many and diverse circumstances.
I delayed in sending a reply to your Augusta letter teo Wwashiiug-
ton becaus=z you were not to be there for some time and procras-
tination was fatal. Your more recent letter from Pittsburgh:
arrived just as the council had overwhelmed me with work in f{ig-
uring rent changes, a job that had to be accomplished ‘before '
tﬁe end of the year. Just now I am beginning to see a little
ahead. : : , \

The prospect of a colony in Pennsylvania or any place
is of great interest. Fairhope is not at all jealous of its
singularity. It's almost imrossible to advige as to a pattern
to be fcllowed in the develorment of a colony. So much must de-
rend both on the productive capacity of the site and on the will
of the those who will occupy the land. Much has been done in
the development of plans for land utilization. These could and
should be used in the planning for streets and other public
needs for land. Those who come to occupy the lands may alter
the advarce planning but some such is ecsential, and I am al-
ways surprised at how well the early planning for use of Fair-
hope lands has turned out despite the revolutionary changes
that have taken place in the past 57 years. :

I am enclosing a copy of our application for land,
lease form and constitution, some annual reports, etc. also
a copry of the State law under which the colony is incorporated.
I would say that Fairhope's greatest difficulties were in the
field of supplying utility services. Possibly the colony tried
to meet an insufficient demand for service, that is insufficient
to insure profitable operation. Really I believe it would be
valuable for tke a representative of the prospective colony
initiators to come to Fairhore and make an historic study. I'll
be glad to be of any help I can. Best holiday greetings to
you two from lMargaret and me.

Sincerely




HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
CHARTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
(QUALIFIED IN PENNSYLVANIA)

725 BAKEWELL BUILDING, PITTSBURGH, PA.

TELEPHONE COURT 0713

19 November 1952

Dr. C.A. Gaston
Single Tax Colony Corp.
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Corny,

I was here in Pittsburgh for sometime before I ran across
the group who carry on the good work of Henry George. You may well
know more about the efforts which have been made in this city toward
shifting taxes to "land values" than I could tell you in a letter.
There is evidence of considerable interest in that direction still.

I have discussed the Fairhope "demonstration" to several here and
they are presently interested in the possibilities of doing something
similar. The interested persons have a possible site of about 6000
acres, continuous, on which such a colony or community might be es-

tablished. i

Mr. Mario Bove, treasurer of The Henry George School of Secial Science,
Pittsburgh Branch, from whose office this is being mailediasked about
the possibility of your being interested in passing on any informa-
tion which might be of assistance in such an enterprise., I felt
certain of your interest and since I can think of no one aw® well
qualified by knowledge and experience to offer sound council with
respect to such an adventure.

Especially, Mr. Bove would be pleased to have a copy of the corpora-
tion Charter, the Constitution and any documents of that sort which
you will consent to mail. The Colonies' annual report would be of

interest, too, I believe.

The project is only in the discussion stage at the present time.

The intention is to give it the name of MeNair Village, after William
N. McNair, who was Mayor of this city from 1934-36 and worked reso-
lutely to bring about such reforms in the direction of public collec-
tion of rent as conditions and circumstances would permit. Enclosed
you will find a copy of his last speech, which will indicate some-
thing of the calibre of the man. I personally am sorry not to have

known him.

Anything you can send in the way of information and recommendations
will be appreciated.

I still have not gotten to Oregon. I did write J$m Bryant, and
gathered I did not hear from you there. My best regards to you

and your wife.

;g//ife QITIETS _apsrer dJ/ﬁCr erely, g“’—"“&"”&‘&
' ‘ LA N, (T
a

er7er fead.
o e mes L, Shepdrd
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OPEN LETTER

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
July 25, 1949

His Eminence
Francis Cardinal Spellman
New York City, N. Y.

Your Eminence:

I read in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, issue July 23, 1949, under the title “What They Said,” the dis-
pute between your Eminence and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt on how to divide among American children a
few gallons of milk. :

I do realize in full the value of the principles involved in this milk dispute, in relation to the lives of
each and everyone of us, so-called free Americans of today. My contention, however, is that we are
economic slaves. In answer to your call to safequard the principles of justice, I for one, respectfully
declare that this milk dispute is of no value at all to the miscarriage of justice being perpetrated at
present.

Yes, injustice is evidenced by the presence of strikes, war, poverty, incidents like the imprisonment
of our beloved Cardinal Mindzenty, today as always because of the faults of the ancient system of the
Robbery of Taxation, which robbery is legalized by the acquiescence of everyone including churches
of all denominations.

The distribution of a few gallons of milk, which our self-styled humanitarian politicians allow to be
divided among American children are pure and simple “corpus delicti” or small parts from a big loot,
the Robbery of Taxation, or a special rebate to children. The so-called legal operation of this Robbery
is a very simple one. Day by day, from the times of Caesar, congregations of Tax Collectors have
been robbing us children of God, of our daily production of wedalth, thus creating the miseries of poverty;
therefore, to defend justice it is not a question of milk for the children at the expense of the whole people
and it is not a question of how to divide it, but it is a question of stopping through education and later
through the ballots the congregations of Tax Collectors, who day in and day out are at work robbing
and dividing “Sibi Vestimenta Populorum.” This legal Robbery of Taxation produces for the politicians
a lot more than the few gallons of milk that they are willing to donate as charity to the American Chil-
dren. Statistical data have determined that not less than 58% of all our wealth that we the people are
producing is taken by our politicians via the Robbery of Taxation. These poor creatures, these harmless
and charity-minded politicians at the same time are allowing a few families and corporations to collect
and use for themselves Land Rent, which is the production of all people.

The circle is vicious! (

The politicians are robbed of Land Rent by a few families and corporations and these politicians
instead of stopping these few families and corporations from robbing them, they resort to their own rob-
bery, and they rob all us people, children of God. Now and then, they allow a few gallons of milk for
the children of America and little dole or charities for the old and young people that they reduce and
keep in poverty via the Robbery of Taxation. When Land Rent, the production of all us people will be
used for all of us people, justice will be a free reality, unconcerned of “What they or anybody else will
say” and our children and our people old and young will have all the milk that they desire.

May God give all of us the sincerity to call a “spade a spade,” in our game of life and give us the
strength to remove with education and not violence the cause of Poverty, which cause is what was in
the secula-seculorum, the ROBBERY of TAXATION.

Yes, this was true also at the time of the now dead Delano Roosevelt.

With profound respect, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Manic L. Bouve

Democrat of Pittsburgh



131 Arlington Hgts, West
Worth Augusta, S. C.
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Dear Mr. & lrs Gaston,

We are sorry not to have seen you to say
nfare well" before we took off from Fairhope. We eame to your
place to do that, but you were out at the time, and so we missed
you.
Our digéididrn decision was made suddenly. I cot a lebter
from the outfit I worked for in Xey West to come to Aususta for
a job, and as we were falling behind finaneially in Fairhope
rather than getting ahead, the move seemed wise.

And so far, so good. I've been working steadily since
we got here,. and Florence has a fairly pleasant job - in'a
Pawn shop. She meets a very interesting elass of people,

We found Augusta to be pleasanter than we expected, It is a
distress area with respect to housing, but the town was laid
out generously originally - as you may lmow - and the congestion
is not as severe as It might otherwise be; as Key liest, for
instance, where the streets are little more than foot paths.
I'm working on a housing project. The big bomb gite is just
twenty miles away, and that project has drawn a lot of people
to this area,
We had a fine time in Fairhope and, for a lot of reasons, we
would like to have stayed. We got ccquainted with more inter-
:sting people there in a month and a half than we usually do
in a year and a half, And, of course, the Colony; we are fond
of it. We are especially grateful to you both for get.ing ac-
guainted with both the colony and the peodle,

You will please extend our regards to the Andrews., We
enjoyed meeting them and were much complimented by their hos-
pitality.

It may be that we will come back to Fairhope to live., Hainly,
we are encouraged in that direc¢tion, bubt we want to look around
some more before settling down, (Having been mostly uvnsettled
for years, it may Pe a habit by now.) TFeeling myself to be
actually partieipating in the community life was fine and a

new experience to me, In all other communities in whiech I

have lived, I have always been at "odds bodkins" and unable

to0. find a satisfactory point of contact with them. To some
extent, at least, that point of contaect is available in Fairhope.
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The foregoing was written sometime back - I forget just when -
at least before the "unseasonable weatliier™ set in, which has
robbed me of any inelination to write., Tonite it is cool enough
to breath again for the first time in nearly a month, so I

will get this belated letter off to you. As nice as you good
people were to we two strangers within thy gates, it isn't

nice of us to have waited so long to give an account of our-
selves,

Some matiers have developed since page one was written which
may be of interest to you. Bob Allan (of the red beard) arrived
on the Isle of Pines early in HMay and is still there, planning
to leave there the first week in July and meet us here, and
then the three of us will drive hack to Oregon,

Actually we are headed for the Isle, but by way of
Oregon., As I remember telling you, we were acting in similar
capacities for each other, he to case the I&le while we made
a survey of Fairhope. Bob hasg been somewhat obscure with re-
snect to details concerning the situation there but has bheen
quite definitely encouraging as to the possibilities of es-
tablishing a colony there. Beyond that, I have no particulars.
He advised that he preferred not to discuss it by letter, and
go now we are impatient for his arrival in person. At the
first opportunity, I will enlarge on the subjecet in the knowledge
that you will be interested.

Apperently - from his letteres - the people of the Isle (Pineros)
tool Bob to their hearts. I gather they didn't suffer the

same state of shock which characterizes the a verage American
reaction to his appearance, And Bob was equally taken with
them, He renorts that there is no evidence of racial.diseri-
nination there, which confirms other reports we have had.
Curiously, the negro element Zr€ speaks English fluently, being
from either Jamaica or Cayman Island, while the "whites™ tend
to speak only Spanish, As a result of the language factor,

Bob found himself more in asgsociation with t .e negroes than
with the whites. To quote him:

"A majority of the Negroes can speak English(not a highly
greamnatical Engligh but easier to understand than Southern U.S.
negro speach.) Amongst the Pineros there seems to be no soeial
distincetion made on the basis of color. I make friends here
amongst the negroes on exactly the seame basis as with the whites
- no snecial deference to me on account of color (no "r, Bob"
here)., Probably because of the language situation, most of my
friends are negro (not many whites speak English and the state
of my Spanish, while it steadily improves, drohibits lengthy
or diversified conversation), "

He reports the current climate to be about 15 to 20 degrees
cooler than here in Ceorgia. (I supnose Fairhove heas been
having some "hot", too).

In an early letter he writes: "ITately I've spent most of my
time in Gerona where I've tried my hand at all the pastimes
which are popnular with the natives - strolling about town,
watching the boats come and go down at the river, playing
billiards or dominoces at any of the many bars about town, or
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chatting over a glass of beer or w ne, The bars here are more
on the European model than the American. (Bob spent a year in
France & Germany during the war), They are the social centers
for the men of the community - and to a lesser extent, the
women., There are usually several children hanging around them
too. One doesn't find the usual collection of drunken bunms
that hang around American bars., In addition to the regular
bars, all the grocery stores and restaurents are equipped
with bars, The grocery stores tend, in appearance, to be much
like the Cuban grocery stores in Xey West.m

With respect to our chief enthusiasm, he writes: "There are
definite reasons why Idd rather wait until I see you before
dlaborating on the nrosnects here, I'1ll explain then. But

at any rate I see a great adventure in store for us - for the
first time something tangible to work with®,

In his last letter, Bob mentions: "I received a letiter Trom
Jim Bryant. 1In both letters he (Bob had an earlier letter
from Jim while st1l in Ijiami) inguired abcut you and wanted
porticularly to know more about Fairhope."

Jim Bryant was a close friend of the late WRB Willeox;
who wrote the little book on "the »ublie collection of Rent”,
Jin was a long-time "Single Taxer" and was later converted
to an aprreciation that rent is payment for community ¥labor
publicly invested) and not for land, as you Single Taxers
so carelessly insist, :

The elarification with respect to the real natureof
Rent did not in the least discourase Jim's feeling of love
and admiration for Henry George, In 8pirit, I think Jim is
préperly to be called a Georgist. IHowever that may be, it
was Jim Bryant who first acquainted me with the writings of
George and, also, with WRB Willcox's book, as so, with WRB.
For having read the book, I improved the first opnortunity
to meet the great man. So much for history.

ITow, Dear Doctor, I would be most appreciative if
you would send my friend, Jim Bryant, 2445 Xincaid St, Tugene
Oregon, such printed information as you have on the Fairhope
Colony. Vhat I have prineidly in nind are yearly reports,
your Constitution, and sueh, It may be that you have still
other and more exciting matter which would be of interest
to him, "I will trust your judgment in the selection of such
material, And rest assured that it will be appreciated by
both Jims,

Incidentally, while Jim Bryant is somewhat older than
yourself, Corny, he is the one I mentioned who bears so strilking
a resemblance to yourself, 1In his younger days, he was an
enthusiast for "Conmmunity Organization" and achieved some
recognition for his work on a mnational scale; getting write-uns
in The Ladies Hgme Journal, The Country Gentleman and lesser
periodicals. He carried the ball to the Oregon State Legisla-
ture, got the University of Oregon deparitment of Socialogy
and the U President behind him, got an arpropriation to »romote
a state-wide program supposedly on the comnunity level (grass
roots, thé&t is) and then got sold out politieally.

After the sell-out, Jim was never quite himsélf aga
llainly, he hasn't found an opportunity for using his own »

1

Tl
: nar-
cular abilities since then, and is pretty frustrated. T have
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thot how unfortunate he could not have found some sueh »urpose-
ful employment as your own. Alas, much human genius is wasted
in this comnertédal erazy world.

I'm sure Jim would greatly appreciate a personal letter
or note with such material as you might send. What I have
in mind is a kindof historiecal account, and your own egtinate
of the Fairhope "demonstration". I do not mean to burden you
with anything beyond what you feel you have +the time and in-
clination for, but you may be sure you will have-an hearty
response from Jim,

O Hy
()]
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OFf course, T will be seeing him in a few weeks nyself and will
give him as comprehensive an impressi of Fairhope 88 I &o
from my too brief stay. Unfortunately, in ny hurry to get
to Augusta, I neglected to come by the same printed material
I am asking you to mail to Jin Bryvant. Come +to think of
why don't you just semd the material in question to me a
Fugene in care of Jinm Bryant and at his address and write
HOID on it and be sure I will be pleased %o find a bersonal
letter from you., I will take it from there,

et

We would very much like to drop in on you on our way back
to Oregon, but considering the season and that There are
more Morthly routes where we haven'ts been before, we will
seek cooler weather, But you may expect to see us on our
return trip in the Fall, when we »lan to head for the Isle
in earnést, Illeanwhile, I will be pleased %o hear from Yot
¢/0 Jim Bryant. :

We are both remarkably well comsidering the weather weve

been weathering and the hard worlk and unholy living conditions,
Happily, we have gotten prosnerous enough to get ourselves

a better, later model Plymouth to go Wiest in, so‘there is

a good chance we will make it both ways in good shape,

Again, let me remind you that our stay in Fairhope was uniquely
pleasant and inproving. We remember you all most affectionately
and wish you all possible sucegss,
Forgive me if I agein affirm my distress at your unre-
generate insistance on being "Single Taxers" and forever
talking "land, land, land", T felt some challegge to stay
in Fairhove and instigate that much of an intelleetual revo-
lution, that you people would see that rent is +o comnunity
what wages are to labor and interest is to capital; that at
bottom and in final analysis, rent and interest ss well as
wages are all payments for human labor and for nothing else.
With respect to the production and distribution of wealth
formula, thereforey Wealth is produced by labor in its several
categorical formg, labor, capital and communivy and is distri-
buted in its several categorical forms, wages, interest and rent.

I do not intend to mininize

] ¢ting humen life, .Tand is
ofcourse, absolutely important. We are land creatures, Earth
beings, and without the substances, progesses and forces
of "nature", life in any form is ‘unimaginable. But this is
not to place a price or a value on land, for to do So is to
suggest a relative importance, which is not the case. Tend

5

In the Jjust above observati
the importance of land as aff

-
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is not valvable; it is invaluable., ILand has no price; it is
priceless.

I consider it most unforbtunate to presume land to be a coniri-
buting factor in production, for dismissing the presunption,
hat land is a noncontributing, and,

it is a self-evident truth % lan

if you please, neutral factor, That man discovers how 4o use
the land for purposes of hig own im a quite different meaning
than thet which is found in the »resumption that the nurnose
regides in the land as a »roductive factor. Thatever the
purroses of nature may be, apart from human nature, they cannot
be shown to be in any particular concerned with what we mean
when we think or speak of the productidn of wealth, The nTro-
cution of.wealth, in other words, is.a purely human phenomenon,
and were it equitably distributed, it would all be found, at
any particular moment ol investigation, in the possession of
those who produced it; elther the Broduct in particular or its
exact facsimile of value, .In short, the bBed-rock nrincinhe
upon whiech sound economic reflection must ultin tely depend,

as I think of it is that: "To the .producer belongs the product",

= 5

: It is of equal importance to recognize that all eomnensa-
tlons among men are, in essence, payments for humen labor snd
for nothing else, and finally, sueh compensations are made
with human labor. Thus, it may be seen that all exchanges

of wealth are, at bottom, exchanges of labor.

-

t is not far to see that the preswiption of land value or

[
that rent iis pajment for land or for the use of land denends
upon a metaphysical presumption, whoever collects it, taxes
or what, The Georgis theory, based as it is upon the
called Ricardicn Law, depends upon the metaphysical premis

O § S

it
S0
that & loving Trovidence gave "land value" %o all men as a
common inheritance, and that Rent, therefore, proverly may be
taken by the community of men., This reagoning, in my judgment,
provides the weekest kind of entitlement of %the communities?
right to colleet the rent when compared +to the evidence +hat
community produces the very common wealth for which rent is
the measure of value at any varticular site.

may have
In some unconscious way, I suspect,@eorge/Telt the wealmess of
his own case in proposing the public confisecation of rent by
taxation; for it is not necessary to confiscate what is yours,
Such a procedure, furthermore, is morally discouraging aslit
is practically demoralizing, Iet any man of moral sensability
recognize that rent belongs to community simply end directly
because it is earned by comnunity and he will want to see it
paid to community by every nrivate beneficiary of common wealth,
In so far as we are concerned with the ethics of the case, it
is not necessary to take by might vwhat is ours by right., I
regard that as a most cynical mind which believes menimust be
or can be forced to do what is right. zhgg»mu {, understand |
what 1s right, comprehensively, and then ﬁhna’gﬁﬁose it of /sy
own volition, '

So I have ran on at great length. DPerhans you may see more
af

clearly the uneasy dilemms I found myself in at Fairhope., I

L)

cannot but be sympathetlhe to the "Colony™ adventure, for the
partial truth it demonstrates atlithe same time that I am ofFfended
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at seeing how a lg.ilﬁzer truth is concealed by nomenclature
and conception which confuse the issue, |
i =3

Almost elways I was being introduced ag a "single taxer
_A_._I'IOS U Sl o St () e z
and alwgys obliged to insist that I was not. TFor whatefer T

B * iy i e
may be, I certainly am not a "single G

taxer" . : Fhde believe- tha
"the laborer is worthy of his hire", and so do T believe that
the community is worthy of Its hire. I should like to be.fu}}y
compensated for my labor, both individual and as a participails
in the.comunity, and to live in a world in which I was pernitted
to pay my way with those who contribute to my wellbeing, both
severally and collectively.

As I may have mentiened to you all, I am not what is
ecalled a Christian, either. The basic premise of Christianity
ig, as I understand it, vicarious atonement; i.e., that ?hg
death of Jesus was a sacrifice of heaven by virtue of which
mhose who can believe it may find salvation.

S0, by definition, I am not a Christian, because T dont
believe in the dogma, the theory, and in the sane sense, I'm
not a Single Taxer, because I don't believe in the single tax
theory. At the same ftime, I am convinced of +the +truth of many
of the teachings of George just as I am convinced of the truth
of many of the teachings atiributed o Jesus,

Ll

F il e

I'm enclosing 81,00, which please hand %o Luceer (2) Rockwell
Tfor the copy of Economics "lystified" which I got from him,

I did enjoy gettim acquainted with him, his Dad, and his new
brother-in-law, Chick, We had some fine discussions in the

- economicg class, I was sorry for it to end sinply because the
sorry little book was finished., OF course, the book is of

" considerable value when held in a ceritical and reflective light,
but to be taken as "gospel" and swallowed Whole is to accepnt
gross contradictions, unsubstantiated assertions which simply
are notv true, and quite a lot of »purest nonsense, along with
gome fairly accentable observetions and discussion.,

This turns out to be about book-length instead of a letter,
I'11 Xnoek it off mow. Remember I will be Dleased to hear
from you. Remembering, I think it would be fine +o drop in
on you about now for a Bourbon Hi and a good chat on our fa-
vorite subject, Remember us to any of those who might be
interested, How is Friend ladam Dunca Tell her Howdy if

you see her,

f1 Shepard

Best regar
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Oct. 17, 1945

kr. Charles H, Sheraton
Route 5, Box 53

Roebuck Highlands
Birmingham 6, Alahama

Dear lir., Sheraton:

lMayor Ruge handed me your letter of recent date
and I was pleased to learn of your prospective visit to
our section of the state. I feel sure you will find Fair-
hope a convenient place from which to consider home sites
here,

0f course we hope you will find what you want at
Fairhope and I believe there is good prospect you may. As
the llayor wrcte you Fairhope's accommodations have been un-
der pressure during the war, but now, with the 1lifting of
all other than normal restrictions, I feel sure both sites
and houses will be adequate to a normal demand.

The past forty years have surely brought many
changes to Fairhope and to this section, as you will note
from literature sent you by the Mayor. However we still
retain many individual and unusual attractions that make
Fairhope a desirable place in which to live.

with best wishes and the pleasant anticipation
of meeting you and lirs. Sheraton in the Spring I am,

Very truly yours,




-
(i herles H.Sherston)

THE ANCHORAGE

ROUTE 5, BOX & xx¥x HA
ROEBUCK HIGHLANDS

BIRMINGHAM 6, ALABAMA 1 0 / _] 1 /A L')

Mayor,
Fairhope,
Alabame
Dear Sir:
I =24dress this letter to you beczuse I =zm not certain
just whom to address it foo. The purpose I will now exrlsin
and then you c¢an decid j.stfwhn this note should be answered

I am @eliné informetion relstive to locating in your
town or the vicinity and would }jke,jf it ‘ean be mhtajneﬁ,: home
of énme four or five rooms,fairvrly modern and hmt to exceed three
thousand dollers

/

T om retirddd from sctive work,end with my wife live
Aence given &t thn,bnﬁh feirly szctive and interested
in 1life snd have monthly anﬂme.rénsinn;ﬁhich while modeét is
sufficient foe us

Years ago I sailed out of Mobile and visited your
Town and €ounty and have always wented to go back there,and would
have done so some time ago,but wer interfered ‘ {

As we =Tre on list for a new cezr we expect do drive
down not later than April,and look over the place once again,even
though some fort y yeasrs has changed it

If you know of nothing in your viecinity you think

might be suiteble for usg,Can you suegest.unﬁone to contget with in
some other section of the Cmunty,but near the Gulf,for its lack
Af being nesr the wrter thet is the mzin reason e went to leave

our vresént locetion

. Some one informed me thet there were rlsces in
the Perdido Rey section we mighi ke? ,Have you any kn\W‘PwﬂP

dineE s

of this.o Respectfully yours




October 13,1945,

r-ir.Ghtn.B.Shlraton.
Route 5,Box 53
Roebuck Highlands,
BirminghamoAla.

Dear Mr.Sheraton: : ;
N ' Your inqidiry received and
contents noted.Due to the increase in population and the
scarcity of building materials,Pairhope ie not overly burde
ened with vacant houses of the description outlined.

} _ Howeveryit seems logical to
agoume that with building restrictions removed as of October
15thepyou should be able to secure a suitable building lot
either by purchase or by leage from the Fairhope Single Tax
Corporation,a non-profit corporation,leasing land for 99 years,
and have a house constructed,to suit your needse , :

‘ I am turning your inquiry over
to the Secretary of the above mentioned organigation,who will
probably contact youeFlease deo not think that this is an attempt
to high-pressure you into something questionableelt has been
going on since about the time of your first visit %o this area
and as Fairhope is the largest (and much the youngest)town in
Baldwin County,it certainly is worth investigation, :

s Hoping to see you when you
visit us later on and with the feeling that Fairhope is what
-you have been looking for,I am

Very truly yours

Howard Ruge,Mayor

P.St { : ‘
W; are sending yousunder separate cover;some literature,vhich
is several years old,but,which still tells about pre=-var Faire

hopee : . .









INVESTIGATOR

WRITER OF FACT STORIES

TELEPHONE SHORE ROAD 8-5607

CHARLES H. SHERATON
145 - 99TH STREET
BROOKLYN

Wednesday Oct 8th 194

NEW YORK CITY

C.A.Gaston,Sec'y
Fairhope Single Tax Corp,
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr Gastonj; ¢

Your letter with the printed matter came
in day before yesterday and many thanks for the
dourtesy

M-y I ask for the following informatiag
not alone for myself)but for a couple of others whom .
I meet at the Adventurers'01ub'at lunch's or at
dinners

What would an average bumpgalow cost to erect
there,aay. four rooms at most,or three rooms.with '
large sun potch,nothing faney ajc' all and with the
usual bathroom etc

What also is the average rental for the land
on the usual lot there,I do not see the size mentioned,
in pamplets. Also can such land be Zecured say on the
outside of the township in the pines ete? or is there
only gpecified sectipns leased out?

I wrote this whthout waiting longer because I

had been asked these questions by others. I certainly will
stop and see the place anyhow when the time comes forme to

regire which is next April
Thanks again fobr letter in answer to my

first note. : ;
Respectfully yours,

L./ Mo o

s - e
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. Oct. 5, 1941

lMr, Charles H. Sheraton,
145 99th Street,
Brooklyn, New York City

Dear lr., Sheraton:

- Pleasé¢ pardon my delay in replying to your lete
ter of Sept. 25. It arrived on the eve of a brief absence
from my office. s :

It is apperent you do not have a clear picture
of Fairhope. Fairhope is not a co-operative community ex-
cept that we have, in effect, co-operative ownership of
land and share co-operatively in the proceeds from such

ownership.

g I am enclosing a little folder which tells brief-
ly how our plan operates and under seperate cove I am send-
ing you some additional literature which I hope you will
find of interest.

JFgUdging from your letter I may say that I believe
you would” greater satisfaction from spending your years of
retirement hqre than any other place I know of. I also be-
lieve it w11§55onsible for you to establish yourself and to
live here as economically or mcre so than any other place.

- Our corporation has many desirable residence
building lots that can be secured under our plan without in-
vestment in the title to the land. If you have money with
which to bulld a residence such as you will want I should
say that your income would enable you to live comfortably
in Fairhope as I am sure many here do not have that much,

__When you do retire I would suggest that you pay
us a vislt before making any definite plans. We do have
a number of residents who are‘on the retired list and you
should find congenial company. However Fairhope is also a
growlng progressive community and there is much to maintain
an interest for those who, though retired are still active
and constructively minded. .

: I hope you will writé me further should you de=
sire more specific information., We will be glad to have
you join us in Fairhope. - _
' Very truly yours,

Secretary.



TELEPHONE SHORE ROAD 8-5607

CHARLES H. SHERATON
145 - 99TH STREET
BROOKLYN

NEW YORK CiTyY
Sept 25th 1941

INVESTIGATOR
WRITER OF FACT STORIES

Meneger
Fairhope Community:
Fairhope,

Alabama

Sirs:

I am desirious of obtaining information relative
to the Fairhope Community,and to ascertain if T with my wife
are eligable for membership in that co-operative organization

Outside of my military experience in various parts
of the globe, I have:gé%ong period of police work and am due
tq retire at the age of 65 which comes along in a few
months. T am in excellent health

I will have some cash of course and a annuity that

altogeather will bring me in from eighty to one hundred dollars
per month.

Incddently I know the South and lived for a time in
Mobile where I was married, T,is some thirty odd years ago-

At any rate I attach postage to cover your reply
and would apprecizte your answer. J.P.Warbasse of the Rochdale
Inatitute called your community to my attention when I wrote
to him of my prohlem,

VYery truly,

(Charles H.Sheraton) 4/@@ mé‘;\l
o



April 29, 1949

Sherlock, Smith & Adamg Inc,
Architects & bngineers
301 Washington Avenue,
liontgomery, Alabama. Att- lir. Sherlock,
Dear lMr., Sheirlcck:

We very much appreciate your inferning us of
the availability of your engineering service in our area,

for Li.e present we have employed the services
of surveyors to make a ground survey of our streets with res-
pect to grades, elevations, present improvements etc,

ve are filing your letter and should we later
need constuctive engineering'service will certainly give con-
sideration to ycur firm,

Very truly ycurs,

C.A.Gaston Secretary,




CHRIS J. SHERLOCK MORELAND GRIFFITH SMITH RICHARD J. ADAMS

INCORPORATED
ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS
301 WASHINGTON AVENUE

M ontgomery, Alabama

April 22, 1949

Hon. C. A. Gaston
Mayor
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Sir:

I understand that your municipality is interested in
street paving and other improvements requiring the
services of qualified engineers. The prinicpals of

our firm have over 60 years experience in engineering
and architecture and with our large force of assistants,
we are in position to give you any engineering service
which you may desire.

The writer will be glad to meet you at your convenience
to discuss the matter, and the writer will be glad to
meet with the clty council if you think advisable.

Awaiting to hear from you, I am

Sincergly yours

n

S

Chris J. Sherlock
SHERLOCK, SMITH & ADAMS, INC.
SIS dIM

ARCHITECTURAL - STRUCTURAL - MECHANICAL - ELECTRICAL - CIVIL
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J.H. SHERRILL,PRESIDENT D.A.VANN, ViceE PRESIDENT A.C.JOHNSON,SECTY-TREAS.

SHEERRIII:, Qi GonBan

DISTRIBUTORS OF PURE OIL COMPANY PRODUCTS

PENSACGCOLA,FLA.
November

17
1937

Mr. C. A. Gaston

Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Sir:

Answering vour letter of November 9th,
we wish to advise that we believe the personal
property assessment of $150.00 is a proper valua-
tion of our personal property in Fairhope.

Yours very truly,
SHERRILL C C@MPANY

By:

WDB:R

ALL QUOTATIONS SUBUECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
ALL AGREEMENTS CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, FIRES,ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND CARRIERS AND ALL OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL






A.C.JOHNSON DISTRIBUTORS OF PURE OIL COMPANY PRODUCTS
VICE PRESIDENT
T
REASHRER PENSAGCOLA,FLA.

January 6, 1940

Mr, C. A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporatiocn
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

The Baldwin county tax
collector advises that the taxes on our
Fairhope property were pald December 30th.

Will you kindly advise if
you paid these taxes, and those for the
City of Fairhope?

Yours very truly,

SHERRILL OILL COMPANY

WDB sw

ALL QUOTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
ALL AGREEMENTS CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, FIRES,ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND CARRIERS AND ALL OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL









Jan. 20, 1951

krs. Charles Shields
429 South Heolt Ave.,
Los Angeles 36, Calif.

Dear kMrs. Shields:

Some years ago when you had Colony land and prop=-
erty that I assessed for you my name got on the assessment of
some of your deeded property, and in consequence I have just
received the enclosed notice of delinquent taxes. I had lost
‘track of your whereabouts but got this address from Mr. Blox-
ham.

It appears that there should be an additional dollar
added to this bill to pay the 50¢ assessor's fee and the 50¢
collector's fee. I believe they were omitted through an error
in the collector's office. This bill should be paid at once
to avoid additional cost.

Opportunities are quite good now to dispose of prop-
erty at reasonable prices and I suggest that you arrange with
lir., Bloxham, who tells me that one of ycur tax bills comes in
his care, to arrange for the sale of your interests here, if -
they are for sale. If not I suggest that ycu furnish the County
collector and the clerk of the City of Fairhope your address
so bills can be sent directly to you.

Your failure to yourself make assessments of your
property or to have some one here make them for you is costing
you additional taxation. If you arrange with a local agent to
attend to this for you, or if ycu write the assessor each year
for your assessment sheet he will send it to you so you can
assess your property before the third Monday in January, after
which there is a penalty of a ten per cent increase in the assessed
value. 7ITrusting you and family are well I am,

Very truly yours,

Copy to ' Secretary
Carl L. Eloxham i/
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L : Feb. 23, 1935.

Chas. M.Shields,
6978 Ridge Bdud,
Chicago, Ills.

My Dear Mr. Shields:~

Your commurication of Feb. 18th received and duly ocon-
sidered. Certainly do we appreciate th> splendild fesling expressed
toward Fairhope and tha officere of the Colony c0rporation, in
spite of the hardship worked on you by trying to pay for the place
on the corner. There was assuredly no intention to tre«h you othe
ar than fairly in comparison with all others.

We find that one great reasom for your bill pxtting
80 large is that you have not exercised your privilegs of turning
in your tux receipts to apply on the Colonv rent.

According to Tre uterWolaott, no tax re eipte have
That 857

: been turnad in since the unt was 7,80 % f the
’ suceeding three years } g“ 3 and ¥34 we?g the saae the al

would be #111.80, which daducted fros the balance of ¢403 os
hich the treasurer has figured on enclos=2d4 sheet, would laave
$201.486 There is another way to get some relief, (after gix nontna
notice, which would ne to surredsr the north 50 ft leWA2ing you
a lot loo ft. deep. Ag I figure tnis would reduce %ie annual
rent 212.,00. But, as I stated such a gurrender woull not be zf-
fective until six wonthe after approval of the nurranﬁer by the
Council.
+ Should you turn in the tax raoeipts which 1% is presumed you
' have, thereby reducing the #a-t to $£391.46, and further reduce it
‘ a cash payment of £75, or posfiblg 850, and agree that the amount
should nof get ljrger, I think the Colony would agree to same i
and giveii ;

wou more tim- to woﬁ. out of your tight. ?q'b“
.;’_- - — g 3 | e (-4 |
I note you say the place cost you approximately, whic

h
was twice as much =2g it wae ever worth in my opinion. 'L loo ‘*1“*
the date when you acquired it, and found that it was in March, 1827
L Thoge were the boom times, as you will reoall, when all But a few
2 ¢f Singlataxers maxax went wild and ldoked for land t¢ double and
treble in value--~und 'tn 'n so»a."

a4

|
: 3
I aw about to run out of paper, so will glosesnd await
your response, w®ith regarde from myself and Mr. woloott to you and al
; Shields family. : :
et ' - Most sincerely, /




May 8, 1944
M. F. B. Shirley
1004 Wayne St,
8t. Joseph, Mich,
Dear lr. Shirley: , :

I regret to inform you that we have no five acre tracts
for rent. Our country land s which rent on an acreage basis are
all under lease at annual rentals ranging from 85¢ an acre to
$2. 75 an acre. :

Our town lands are renﬁed on a street frontage basis
and while we have sites in town available for lease we have no
tract of as much as five acres that is not under lease, Our
“town land is mostly platted into lots of 66ft. frontage 132 feet
deep and suchdlots_rent for from two or three dollars mmxaexe
a year up to sixty or.seventy dollars a year. : ‘

At the present we have locations where you might have
one to two acres at a rental of thirty to fifty dollars annnally.”
S cons*der it very impractical to bargain for anything at so x
great a distance and would suggest you come down and investigate ;
the situation. It is possible you may find what you want already
developed, if not on our land on other land in this neighborhood.

Very truly yours,

“Becretary.






Apr. 20, 1944

Mr, F. B. 8hirley
1004 Wayne Street
8t. Joseph, lich,

Dear Mr. Shirley:

: In reply to your letter of April 16 I regret to inform
you that the present is not a favorable time to secure what you '
want in this sectlion, The greatly increased demand for property
here by war workers in the Mobile area has cause prices to go too
high, We have land for lease under our leasing plan on an eco-
nomigal rentap basis but government restrictions on building make
it™impossible for one to provide himself with a comfortable hcuse.

I would suggest that you wait until after the pressure
of war, when it is rrobable you can purchase an improved prop-
erty atl a reasonable price or you can lease ghe land and build
what you want. ks

I must advise you though that the better land is not
near the water. To get good land for gardens, etc, one must get
land a half mile to a mlle back from the bay. The land along
the bay is JIn the mein quite light and sandy. '

. /v I"am sending you herewith literature and forms which
explain our plan and if you have any further questions at this
time I shall be glad to write you further. ‘

Very truly yours,

Secretary.






July 21, 1954

liss Kathy Shoaf
907 Race Street
Cineinnati 2, Ohio

Dear Miss Shoaf:

Your anqu.u-g postuarked July 8 addressed to the
Editor, Fairhope Courler, was placed on my desk for reply

at a time vhen I was wnfortunately net available to give
an immediate reply. s

8ince 1899 our corporation has been actively a
glying the principles of Henry George on its lands here
airhope. In the early days when the practical details of
aprlication were being worked out there were, of course,
many meeticgs and public discussions conce method and

p@lic}'.

|
During the years what appears to be a very effec-
tive basis for such application has been developed and now
the ecrporationts primary concern is one of administration.
This is dled from our office by an Executive Secretary
myseli, angd a chshier and bookkeeper or treasurer, under tne
direction /of an Executive Couneil composed of a President
and five founcilmen who meet twice monthly, i

| We have in our office a fairly complete set of
records /nd we would be glad to have you or any other stude
ent come/ to Fairhope and observe and study our method of
applicatiion and the results achieved. We believe you might
get more of real woerth from that than eould be gotten from
attendsnce at a series of discussion meetings. It has been

my obs¢rvations that nearly all such meetings involve a con-

siderable amount of extraneous matter and diverse social
g:roble 3 many of which carmot be solved satisfackorily un~

il tle application of e tax ciples has heen
achie/ved. - o i

b
{ Should you decide to pay us a visit pl#lﬁg.c‘; give
us njotice and we assure you of full ecoperation. /1

T ey Sincerely yours, (

Secretary




907 Race Street
Cincinnati 2, Ohio

July 3, 1954

Editor, ':n
The Fairhope Paper |
Fairhope, Alabama f
Dear Sir:
During my studles of Henry George, I came across

mention of Fairhope. Will you please let me know if there
are public meetings for the discussion of Henry George
which I could attend if I should come to Fairhope on my
vacation?

Thanking you for a reply on this question, I
am,

Very truly yours,

/’%z—% S A




Apr 6, 1945

Mr, William J. Shockeyr
1532 Miivia St., Apt. #3
Berkeley 7, Callf.

Dear kr. Shockey:

- It 1s a particular pleasuee to have an opportunity to
tell you of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation and to furnish
you material for your study of oar plan. The primary purpose
of our corroration is to perform a service tc society by accomp-
lishing a demonstration of a public revenue program that will
propote rather than hinder industrial development. It is our
hope others will be stimulated by our example, hence our pleasure
in your enquiry.

The inspiration to establish the community of Fairhope
came to its founders as victims of one of the serious economic
derressions that have periodically beset our nation (1894).

They haéd studied Henry George and believed him to be correct in
his conclusion that economic depressions result from a reduction
in purchasing power brought on by an increasing scarcity in the
opportunities for employment. They also agreed with Henry George
that the limiting factor in employment is the availabilty of
land, since all employment whether self employment or employment
by another is dependent on access to land.

While they believed the Henry George plan to make it
unprofitable to hold land out of use must eventually be adopted
by government they also realized that such might not be the case
in their time and that they might hasten it by setting up a dem-
onstration that would prove the value of the plan. Therefore
they founded Fairhope and set up the Fairhope Single Tax Corpo-
ration to hold title to the land and issue lease contracts to
those who wanted land for use,

The rental charges provided for in our lease contracts
conpel the lessee to use his land or suffer a financlal loss.
They also insure that such use must change with the needs of the
community for the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, recognizing
that the growth of the commiinity increases the value of the priv-
ilege of leasing its lands, increases its rental charges. This
compels the lessees to put their lands to the new and more pro-
ductive uses needed by the community or suffer a financial loss.

It is only because Fairhope has had the advantage of
having a part of its lands adminstered on this plan that Fairhope




has become the largest and most progressive town in the county.
‘Other towns are more favorably located, have more highly pro-
ductive agricultural lands, are nearer to markets for their pro=-
duce, are centers for larger trade areas, have superior trans-
portation facilities, etc. A glance at the map of Baldwin County
makes this apparent. Fairhope has no railway connection and is
not even located on a through motor highway.

It should not be necessary to organize a single tax cor-
poration tc give every other community and section the same ad-
vantages we enjoy at Fairhope. All that is needed is a change
in the public revenue (taxation) laws, making it possible to col-
lect from all who enjoy the privilege of owning land, the market
value of that privilege. The privilege of land ownership has
no market value except where soclety is performing services for
the benefit of the owner and such a system merely makes it pos-
sible for society to collect for services rendered from the in-
dividual to whom such service is rendered. &

Fairhope's founders held convictions respecting the
theory of cooperative efficiehcy in certain fields of produc-
tion and distribution, but experience did not secure the expected
results and, except for our municipally owned water system and
electric plant, individual private enterprise is relied uron for
rroduction and distribution.

Despite the foregoing, Fairhope has a wide reputation
locally and abroad as a highly cooperative community. I believe
this is because our land and revenue plan offérs no opportunity
to greedy predatory interests. The result is that only cooper-
ative neighborliness pays dividends. Since the development of
community projects will be reflected in the rents, in propor-
tion to benefits received, no selfish interest is involved and
sound proposals recelve general suprort. '

Enclosed and under separate cover I am sending you
printed material I believe you will find interesting and, I
hopey helpful. I shall be glad to hear further from you and to.
be o% any service I can. : :

Very truly yours,

Secretary,




State Farm Insurance Companies
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SHROPSHIRE & COMPANY
INVESTMENT SECURITIES
PHONE: BELMONT 2326 TELETYPE MOBI 82
211 FIRST NATIONAL BANK ANNEX
MOBILE, ALABAMA

NEW ISSUES Free from present Federal Income Tax and all Alabama Taxation.
CITY OF MOBILE, ALABAMA

$421,000 Alabama State Docks Port Facilities Refunding 3% Bonds, dated Feb., 1, 1940
200,000 Mobile State Docks Extention Refunding 3% Bonds, dated Dec. 1,1939
472,000 Mobile State Docks Cold Storage Refunding 37 Bonds, dated Dec. 1, 1939

Principal and semi-annual interest payable at Irving Trust Compeny, New
York, N. Y. Coupon bonds in $1000 denomination, registerable as to
principal only. Callable at 107 for the first five years after
the date of the bonds and at 105 thersafter.

THESE BONDS ARE SPECIAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY OF MOBILE. EACH ISSUE IS
SECURED BY AND PAYABLE FROM THE LEASE TO THE STATE OF ALABAMA HERBIN
DESCRIBED AND FROM THE INCOME FROM THE LEASED FACILITY, BUT NOT
FROM ANY TAX OR OTHER REVENUES OF THE CITY OF MOBILE.

At the time of or prior to the delivery of the above bonds, the State of Alabame, acting
through its Department of Docks and Terminals, will agree to acquire by lease from the
City of Mobile certain facilities to be operated by the State as a part of its State Docks
and Terminals at Mobile,

The lease shall provide that the money to be paid the city by way of rentals, which are
required to be sufficient to pay the refunding bonds and interest thereon as they mature,
must be paid from the first gross operating revenues (gross income from operations) of the
leased facilities, as to each separate issue, then as to the surplus from each of the oth-
er two leased facilities, but with the further provision that if for any reason and at any
time such first gross operating revenues are insufficient to make such payments, and to
the extent of such insufficiency, such rentals shall be payable from the gross operating
revenues derived from the operations of all of the state-owned terminals at the port and
City of Mobile, which rentals shall be payable as operating expenses of the State De-
partment of Docks and Terminals as an expense charge, prior to the principal of and
interest on State of Alabama Harbor Improvement bonds.

Said lease shall obligate the State of Alabawa through its Department of Docks and Termi-
nals to operate, maintain and insure the facilities leased and assume the cost of such
operation, maintenance and insurance as operating expenses chargeable against the general
operating revenues of the Department of State Docks and Terminals.

Legality of bonds and lease to be approved by Messrs. Chapman and Cutler of Chicago for
the bankers and by Mr. S. Palmer Gaillard, Jr., of Mobile for the City. Legality of
lease to be approved by Hon. Norville R. Leigh, Jr. for the State Department of Docks
& Terminals.

$421,000 $200,000 $472,000
Due Feb. lst. Due Dec., 1lst. Due Dec. 1lst.,
AMOUNT MATURITY PRICE YIELD AMOUNT MATURITY AMOUNT MATURITY PRICE YIBLD
$12,000 1941 101.42 .55 6,000 1940 13,000 1940 101.04 .50
18,000 1942 103.05 1.0B8 7,000 1941 14,000 1941 102.81 1.00
13,000 1943 104.30 1.30 7,000 1942 15,000 1942 104.15 1.28
17,000 1944 105,03 1.55 7,000 1943 20,000 1943 104.98 1.50
18,000 1945 105.26 1,80 7,000 1944 20,000 1944 105.29 1.75
18,000 1946 104.99 2,05 9,000 1945 20,000 1945 105.11 2.00
18,000 1947 105.19 £.15 9,000 1946 20,000 1946 105.07 2.15
19,000 1948 104.84 2.30 9,000 1947 22,000 1947 104.75 2.30
21,000 1949 104.63 2,40 9,000 1948 22,000 1948 104.55 2.40
21,000 1950 104.24 2.50 9,000 1949 24,000 1949 104.17 2.50
22,000 1951 103.68 2.60 9,000 1950 256,000 1950 103.63 2,60
22,000 1952 102.97 2.70 10,000 1951 25,000 1951 102.93 2.70
23,000 1953 102.64 2.75 10,000 1952 26,000 1952 102.61 2.756
24,000 1954 102.25 2.80 11,000 1953 26,000 1963 102.22 2.80
24,000 1955 101.78 2.85 12,000 1954 27,000 1954 101.76 2.85
24,000 1956 - 101.88 2.85 12,000 1955 28,000 1956 101.86 2.85
28,000 1957 101.31 2.90 13,000 1956 30,000 1956 101,30 2 90
28,000 1958 101.37 2.90 14,000 1987 31,000 1957 101.36 2,90
28,000 1959 100.71 2.95 15,000 1958 32,000 1958 100.71 2.95

29,000 1960 100.74 2.95 15,000 1959 32,000 1969 100.73 2.95




SHROPSHIRE & COMPANY
INVESTMENT SECURITIES
PHONE: BELMONT 2326 TELETYPE MOBI 82
211 FIRST NATIONAL BANK ANNEX
MOBILE, ALABAMA

#e.

In a recent test case the Supreme Court of Alabama upheld the validity of the pro-
posed lease of one of the facilities and said:

"The evidence shows without conflict that the facilities which the city proposes

to lease to the Department of State Docks and Terminals of the State of Alabame
constitute a unit needed by the Port of Mobile to round out and supplement other
facilities now owned and operated by the State; that the equipment and facilities
are of an improved design especially adapted for handling a special type of cargo
moving through the port, and that the public interest of the port, the state and
-the users of the facilities now installed can best be served by having the munic-
ipal facilities operated as a part or unit of the entire state-owned terminals,

of which, in fact, they are a physical part. That the facilities which the city
proposes to lease to the Department of State Docks and Terminals would in them-
selves produce revenues yearly sufficient to pay the proposed rental and in addition
would produce a revenue for the state as & part of its general operating revenuej
that the use of said facilities to be acquired under the proposed lease would effect

economies and increase the efficient operation of the existing state owned facili-
ties"

The facilities were originally constructed by the City of Mobile with the proceeds

of Federal grants and three loans payable from the income from the facilities only.
It is reported that the total cost of the facilities was $1,998,000, The bonds are
being refinanced to effect an interest saving. Very substantial additional security
is provided by the above lease. Upon payment of all the bonds, title to the facil-
ities will be vested in the State. These facilities consist of a bulk material hand-
ling plant, a cold storage plant, and a pier, all located adjacent to the State Docks
and on land owned by the State, thereby permitting operation of the facilities as an
integral part of the State Docks.

The management of the Port is in the hands of the State Department of Docks & Tsrmi-
nals, headed by the Governor, who acts through a Director, and is assisted by an
advisory board of three members appointed by the Governor.

The rentals are to be paid to the First National Bank of Mobile in trust by the
State Department of Docks and Terminals, in semi-annuel installments, thirty days
prior to each maturity of principal and interest on these bonds.

We are advised by the Secretary-Treasury of the State Department of Docks & Termi-
nals that revenues and expenses of that department have been as follows:

Years Ended Gross Revenues Operating Expenses Net Revenues

Sept. 30th
1939 $1,099,418 $673,490 $525,928
1938 1,018,840 496,371 519,469
1937 1,002,976 543,530 459,446
1936 756,674 406,302 350,372
1935 807,423 358,208 R49,215
1934 605,297 360,406 244,891
1933 602,970 366,289 236,681
1932 630,320 419,708 210,612
1931 1,032,160 696,107 337,053

AVERAGE $817,009 468,824 $348,185

The average annual charge to pay principal and interest on these refunding bonds is
$74,116.50, It is estimated by the Department of State Docks and Terminals that
the three new facilities will be self-liquidating without recourse to the gross
operating revenues of the Department of State Docks and Terminals.

July 8, 1940




Dec, 8, 1948

¥dr, Walter Siegmeister

% Mrs, Bessie Siegmeister
4924-17 Ave.

Brooklyn 4, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Seigmeister:

Krs. Schoettle asked me to reply to your questions in
your letter of Nov. 24, She is not very well and has difficulty
writing. She did not advise me how many acres she has but said .
her land would not be suitable for you. :

While we have some very productive lands in this sec-
tion, all need fertilizer and are deflicient in humus. The lat-
ter is mainly supplied by the growing of cover crops intermit-
tently. We have a well distributed and abundant rainfall and do
not irrigate.

There are frequent opportunities to buy improved prop-
erties of varying size and also opportunities to rent. Prices
here are generally high now just as they are in many other sec-
tions of the country. Our section is still expanding and prices
may stay up here longer than in some other sections, However if
one is on the ground it is often possible to get fair value. lirs,
Schocttle believes it would be best for you to come to Fairhope
first as suitable temporary acommodations wight more surely be
secured here, : | N :

We generally consider our winteg months to be December,
January and February, but may have guite ¢ool weather as early as
October and as late as larch and April. 'We have had no frost so
far this year. Vegetables of one kind or another can be grown the
year around but the most popular garden seasons are 8pring and
Fall. Potatoes are planted in January and February for the early
crop, others follow a little later.

It is strongly advisable to visit here for an inspectiom
trip before making a definite decision. Particulars as to temper-
atures, rainfall, crops, etc. might be gotten by addressing Wr,
Otto Brown, Supt., Gulf Coast Sub-Station, Fairhope, Ala. If I
can be of further service write me or call at my office when in
Fairhope. , 7 ;

Very truly yours,

Secretary




Apr. 34 1945

Mr, T. G. Siekerman
815 Forest Ave., \
Evanston, Ill.

Dear Mr., Siekerman: i\

I enclose literature that will explain to you thé\plan
of operation of our corporation. v\

At the present time our eorporation has only residence
sites available. Our country lands are all leased., Residence
lots are generally 66ft. front by 132 ft. deep and I should say
the avreage annual rental is between $30.00 &nd $40.00. These
figures are for inside lots, cornar lot wculd be slightly higher.
However such lots do rent for as little as $4.00 and as much as
$123.00 annually, the latter figure, however, applying to bay
frontage in only one block.

In these times while there is federal restriction on
building opportunities, improved properties are selling at much
higher than normal prbces. Ordimarily improved properties will
sell for no more than a reasonable price since prospective buy-
ers can secure lots and build for themselves.

: Our plan has worked sc well that Fairhope has become
the largest and most attractive town in the county, though other
Lowns are more favorabky situated., It is our convlstion that
land is the primary essential of man's welfare and that it is the
obligation of society toc establish such measures as will insure
that men who do not have land or men who need more land will be
able to freely occupy any lands that are not being fully used
by another.

The rental charges provided for in our lease contracts
are designed tc make it unprofitable to hold land without putting
it £t its most productive use. Rental charges increase with the
growth of the community and lessees must keep up, putting their
land to an increasingly productive use in keeping withk the needs
of the colmmunity or suffer a financial loss. Assuring you of our
pleasure in haveing your enquiry, I am, ‘

Very truly yours,

Secretary,










Jan. 29, 1940.

lire, Upton Sinelair,
:‘)‘tu ® ‘kg ¢

- Pasadena, Calif,,
Dear Mr. Sinclair:-

Your recent enquiry to the School of Organic
Hducation concerning our Corporation was brought to my
attention thie morning «nd I hu.sten to assure you that
the Pairhope Single Tax Colony is still operating and
isy I believe, more effectively demonstrating its worth
now than «t any time in the past.

The only considerable change in policy since
the founding of the coleny was an amendment to the cone -
stitution a few years back relieving the corporation
of the obligation to p.y out in taxes for . lessee a
rreater amount than had been collected in rent from
such lessee and a corresponding change in the lease
contract. While there ure . comparatively few such
cages 1t occ.sioned quite . little criticism from some
who infrred that the result was the poor man paying
the rich man's taxes,

Another change was to put teeth in the ape
plication for land and the lease contract to enable
the udministration to prevent speculation in leaseholds
without «)plying the drastic rule of the co.stitution
providing an increase in the rent to the amount of
the bonus price asked or secured.frmx Under separate
cover I am sending you copies of the revised .pplicae
tion, lease and the amended constitution. :

I have not yet been able to secure a copy of
- the New Republic and the article you refer to but shall
endeavor to do so and if not to write the editor in any
event,

I have pleasant recollections of you when
you were in Fairhope and my father !rnest B. Gaston who

- died a couple of years ago held a high opinion of you

and your efforts in the common cause of humanity. ,
It is my hope that FPairhope may have the op=-

portunity to dispel from the minds of some of our leade
ers the defe.tism that seems to infect them now and
lead them to assume that facism n:.zism or communiem is
sure to come and that we must start now to providing
that it come in the least objectionable form.

: With every good wish for you :nd the hope
that you m.y long be able to continue your valuable

work I am,
; Sincerely yours,

“Secretary,






- o

&
CHARLES E. SMITH FRED J. DION STEPHEN C. SINGLETON
President Treasurer Executive Secretary

Key West Chamber of Commerre

SERVING THE FLORIDA KEYS
“From Key Largo to the Dry Tortugas, Inclusive”

KEY WEST, FLORIDA . ©September 8, 1938

Hon. Howard Ruge,
Mayor,
Fairhope, ALABAMA.

Dear Sir,

The Fairhope books arrived and you are certainly entitled to con-
gratulations. 1 found the article ®THE BACKGROUND" mighty interet-

ing.

I have always wondered if I should not have gone to Fairhope when I
left Wilmington, Del. for the South, over 20 years ago.

When editor Ernest B.Gaston came to Wilmington to deliver a talk to
the little group of Single Taxers who were at that time active there,
I wished to meet him more personally and he stayed at my house that

night and the'next ‘morping ',gncl_t mg‘%%a most interesting guest.

I still think that the Single ='38,X‘is th aﬁ‘»s’v?ér to many of our econ-
omic problems, but I don't seem to be getting anywhere with i1t. For
that matter, the advocates of other economic systems don't seem to
be getting any place, either.

Civilizations seem to begin from free access to natural resources
and to ripen and rot as these become monopolized until things topple
and the W"purge" leaves a bare-handed group to start another civiliza-
tion.

It interests me to note that, according to such conclusions as are
available to me, none of the dated prophecies in the Bible extend
beyond 1940. Just what that adds up to, I do not know.

Thanking you for the booklets (I could use a few more) I rem#in,

Cordiaiiry yours,

p ; ‘et
ey West Chamber of Commerce. '



Feb, 11, 1943

Mrs. Frank 8. Skorupa
146 North Humphrey Avenue
Oak Park, Illinois ;

Dear lrs. Skorupa:

I am pleased to have your letter of Feb. 8 making
inquiry about Fairkope and the 8ingle Tax, and in addition to
the enclosed I am sending you under seperate cover other print-
ed material. Also I would like to call to your attention the
Henry George Schocl of Social Bcience, of Chicago, and the Chi-
cago magazimrm Cause and Effect. There is nc charge for the ma-
terial sent and I shall be glad to receive any further inquiry
you may care to make. -

Fairhope has completed its forty-sebenth year and in
that year collected ground rent to the amcunt of $38,433.84, an
amount sufficient to pay $25,407.38 of taxes levied ﬁy govern=-
mental agencies on the assessed value of the land and on the
improvements and personal property belonging to the corporationis
lessees, $1,252,32 of federal and state income and capital stock
taxes, 3 486,26 tor street paving assessments and street maine-
teance $§87.82 toward public library operation costs, several
hundreé dollars in additional civic expenditures and additional
amount for investment in U.S. Vicbry Bonds which will constitute
a back-log for publie imrrovements after the war.

The Fairhope demongtration illustrates that the single
tax policy Las among its advatages the following:

(1) All unused land is constantly available, without
title investment, to meet the expanding needs cof the growing com-
minity, leaving all ke investment capital available for devel-
opment.
(2) A1l payments for land use, instead of being an ad-
ditional charge over and above taxes, are used as a substitute

for taxes,

(3) Incentive to hold land out of use or poorly used .
rrimarily for speculation is destroyed and with only the most
suitable land put to ptoductive use the return to the producer
is enhanced and the margin of cultivation is drawn closer to
the essential public services and the centers of population
where the products are used.



(4) From a single simple source government is supplied
with a large party, if not all, the public revenme needed for
essential public requirementsy and in manner that is based en-
tirely on equity, since the payment required from each is a meas-
ure cf the benefits of government available tc him,

It is our confident belief that if this plan were ex-
tended over our entire nation the benefits would be so great
that we need not fear any former "isms" and the United States
would become the natural leader in world progress both social
and ecocnomic,

Very truly yours,

Secretary.



146 North Humphrey Avenue
Osk Park, Illinois

February 8, 1943

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope
Alebame

Gentlemen:

I should sppreciate it very much if you
will please send me all the literature you have
aveilable regarding your community and the
single tax idea.

If there is a charge for this informa-
tion, just drop me a line in the enclosed self-
addressed stemped envelope, and I shall be glad
to teke care of the charge.

Very truly yours,

-

(Mrs. Frenk S. Skorupa.)

o~




Crossville, Alabama
Route Three
March I9,I949

Chamber Cf Commerce
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear 3irss;
In our Ninth grade study of Alabama we are Preparing
t o study about your town. -
I wonder if you would send me any material that will
be helpfulto me in our study, any information will do.
It will be gratefullymm appreciated.

Sincerely,

(ieed Marzhns et












April 21, 1938

Sloss-Sheffield Steel & Iron Co.
Birmingham, Ala. :
Mr. Russell Hunt, Vice Pres., Sales

Dear Sir:

I was glad to get your request of April 19,
and enclose a few leaflets, "The Single Tax Colony
at Fairhope, Ala.,® and some general literature on
the subjeoct.

Should you Or your prospects desire additional
coplies or specific information concerning Fairhope
I shall be glad to hear further from you.

Our Colony Corporation was never in better
shape. It is confining its activities to the
supervision of its lands and the colleotion of
ground rant.

Very trily yours,

Seoretary

CAG/ mg
ENCS.



SLOSS-SHEFFIELD STEEL & IRON COMPANY

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

April 19, 1938.

THE COURIER,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Gentlemen:

I wonder if you have any pamphlets or other
information about Fairhope's tax system that you could send
me. I want this for an influential business man in the North-
west and I really believe it would be worthwhile to send
what you can to me.

I would appreciate hearing from you promptly.

Yours tzly, m

VICE PRESIDENT, SALES.

RH/mech



	S45C-214110309011
	S45C-214110309020
	S45C-214110309050
	S45C-214110309051
	S45C-214110309150
	S45C-214110309570
	S45C-214110310251
	S45C-214110310260



