


Feb. 28, 1946

Mrs. Grace E. Page
R #1, Box 99, Mobile Co.,
Whistler, Ala.

Dear lrs. Page:

I am very sorry that your letter of Dec. 30, got pushed
aside with some other correspondence that had to await a more
opportune time for attention. It is probably too late for the
information you requested tc be of value But I shall give it
never-the-less. Enclosed and under separate cover I am send-
ing literature I hope you will find of interest.

There is only one hotel here, The Colonial Inn, op-
erating on a full hotel basisx, that is supplying both room and
becard. The Dixie Hotel, located in the business district has
. rooms, as does The Kanuck The Fairhope lotel and the Westin

House, and board can be had at the several restaurants. Other
places also have rooms and apartments.

As to vacationing in Fairhope you will find that sub-
ject quite well covered in the booklet mailed you under separate
. cover. Some of the activities, curtailed by the war, have not
yvet been reinstated but all who come here &ppear to fin& the
means to pass their time pleasantly.

Again pardon me for the delay and let me assure you
that we shall be glad to have a visit from you whenever it is
opportune,

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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Mch. 25, 1946

-~ HeapiBrace E, Page
Rt. 1, Box. 99
Whistler, Alabama

Dear Mrs. Page:

I have your letter of lich, 22 and I am pleased
with your ptomise of a short visit to Fairhope. .

Fairhope was written up in the Christian
Science lionitor some years ago and I feel sure it must
have been that article which you saw.

If you will call at my office when you arrive
I will be glad to make suggestions of what to do. You
would probably be interested ig visiting our library,
the Organic School, a progressive school founded by
Marietta L. Johnson in 1907, if a church communicant
you might like to attend a service in one of the local
churches.

I hope it will be possible for you to come
while phe dogwood, wisteria, azaleas, etc. are still
in bloom. They are very pretty now.

My office is one block south and one-half
block west of the Fairhope Bus Station on the south side
of the street.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




Draret, 22 /7









March 26th.1949

Mr, George K.Fage, :
Baldwin County Savings & Loan Ass.
Robertsdale, Alabama.

Dear HMr. Page:

I am enclosing our check in the amount of Fifty (40)

7

cllars. In checking over our books we find thzt on your account
for E.L.Russell a statement was sent out tc you for $177.11, The

rent for the entire year on this leasehcl

o}

1s $254.,22 and your
statement ghould have read £127.11

We are gorry this error wae made and will appreciate
it if you will correect your books accordingly.

Yours truly,

C.A.Céaston Secretary.




Jan. 2‘/:, 1947

kiss llary F. Palmer
Troy High School
Troy, Alabama

Dear liss Palmer:

The study of taxss by your citizenship elass can lead

. to the fundamental source of mueh of the world's economic and pclit-
ical ills.  We have long recognized that the power to tax is the
power to destroy. However our recognition of this fact has profit-
ed us little. As has been sald of the weather; everyone talks .
about it but no one does anything about it.

While there is ample reason for deing nothing about the
weather since it is not under the control of man, taxes are in a
quite different field, they are solely the product of man. Man,
politically and economically would be far better off if he & had
as little power to tax as he has to control the weather. Indie
vidually and collectively he would then be in the position of
having to depend on such income or revenue as is rightfully his
or their's.

Collectively man creates bhrough gcvernment, courts,
Judges and pclice officers fer the protection of individuals and
their inherent rights to freddom and the ownership of property.
He constructs highways and other public works that will enable him
to live and woerk more efficiently and econcmically. He institutes
schools, iibraries and cther facilities for acquiring culture and
education. He rrovides parks anéd other recreaticnal facilities,

It is all these things together with the bounties of na-
ture that give land thelr value.| Where man has accomplished most
along these lines and where, at the same time, nature has been
most generous in the distribution of her riches land has the great-
est value. Under the single tax jlan only this land value could be
- taken by government. Government under such a system wculd be much
simpler and less expensive. It world no longer confliet with the
best interssts of its citizens as it often does now, having con-
tinually to rewrite its revenue laws to give relief where such laws
are too destructively heavy. : |

Under sepanaué cover I am sending you some material I
A sure you will find' @f interest. Good citizenship cannot be had
Yhere there are bad lawsg and particularly“yhere there are bad tax
aws. @

A Sincerely yeurs,
;\ H , :\ : ’SQCO
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871 SOUTH BROAD STREET

P.O.BOX 561

MoBILE 4, ALABAMA

November 7, 1953

Mr. C. A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I have received your letter of November 2 and was very
pleased as well as impressed. I also had a very nice
letter from Mr. Robert Clancy, the director of Henry
George School of Social Science, of New York City.

I would like very much to arrange a meeting with you at
your convenience. I am free every afternoon after 5 o'clock,
after 12 o'clock on Saturdays and all day on Sundays.

Sincerely yours,

L

Apostolos Papadeas

AP:RG




Nove 2' 1953‘

lire Apostolos Papadeas
lMalbis Bakery Co.

P. 0. Box 561

liobile 4, Alabama

Dear Mr. Papadeas:

It was a pleasure to receive your letter of October
24 telling of your interest and activity in the movement to
spread the gospel of Henry George. Never, it would appear has
our modern world been more in need of an understanding and ap=
plication of those principles he so elearly illustrated in his
writings and teachings.

The results achieved with our demonstration here at
Fairhope have been most gratifying and we hope you will have
opportunity to call at our office sometime so we can have the
pleasure of meeting you and furnish you as much information as
to detail as you may desire. In the early days of our colony
almost all residents were of a phiosophieal form of mind, but
now the great majority are of such who were attracted primar-
ily by the superior economic opportunity our application of
Henry George's principle made possible. However I feel that
I can say that our population has a‘highertthan average per-
centage that is philoscphically and culturally minded.

Economically it would appear that the result of our
application of the prineciples has been to develer a higher than
average degree of individuval initiative and private enterprise.
This result was contrary, I believe, to the expectation of many
of the founders. There is much evidence that they, as you,
were embued with the belief that there would be a strong tens
dency of men to band themselves in cooperatives to most effeci-
ively meehres the desired result of maximum achievement for
minimum effort.

I must confess that I am unacuainted with the philos-
opy of Xenophanes, though there are probably those in Fairhope
who are. I shall do a little research and will be on the wateh
for others who may be informed. With best wishes and a sincere
gesire I may have the opportunity t~ become acyuaintdd with you,

am, :

Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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ANCTENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY
OF ECONO THOUGHT :

10 Lecture Course - by Apostolos M, Papadeas

_LECTURE I
I. What is the course: Ancient and Medieval History of Econemic Thought.

II. How do we define the course: History of Economic Thought.

a, Definition,
b. Analysis of the definition,
¢c. Conclusion,

ITI. Philosophic background of the history of economic thought.

a. Idealism.
b. Materialigm,
¢. Criticism of the above two philosophies.

d. Dualism.

IV. Approach to the study of economic thought.

a. Eclectic approach.
b. The orderly growth approach.
c. The partisan study approach,

V. Methodology.

a. Deduction.
b, Induction.
¢. Dualism,

VI. Undirected and Directed Thinking.
Undirected thinking and general characteristics,

a. Idolatry.

b, Authoritarian discipline.

c. Fatalism,

d. TIsolationism and stagnation.

e. Restricted knowledge and slavery.

f. The limited number and variety of wants and desires,

—-——-————————.—-—----_~-—-——-———--------_

LECTURE II
I. Human behavior in general.
IT. Human behavior in relationship:

a., Family :
1. Matriarchal concept.
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/ 2. Patriarchal concept.

3. Genus :
L. The economic and social status of the ancient family during
the period of undirected thinking.
b. The Temples,
l. The concept of fears and hopes,
2. The nature of the temples as:
(a) Observatory places.
(b): Libraries.
(c) Clinics
(d) Treasure houses. :
3. The antagonistic philosophies of the temples.
L. Priests, priesthood ard priestly governments,
c. The supremacy of State.
1. Ruling and ruled class. Palaces, court system, slavery.
2. The vertical concept of dependency in relationship to
freedom and choice of action.
d. The system of laws.,
1, The static aspects and human rights.
2. To passicns.
3. To motives.
L. To actions.

IIT. Ttealth.

a. Useful goods,
b. Vain or useless goods,
¢c. Harmful goods,

IV. The exchange of goods,
V. Values.

a. Subjective factors.
l. Morals, ethics.
2. Utility, marginal utility.
b. Objective factors.
1, Pain - cost of production.
2, Secarcity.

VI. Utilities.
a. Monetary currency.
b. Usury.

Cc. Production.
L. Distribution.

VII. Conclusions.

.-..--.._——-..-.——.-----—-—-——--_-——--—-———--
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III. Economic Thought in the Middle Ages.

a. The first period. (L00-1200)
1. Germanic economic thought,
2, Christianity.
b. The second period. (1200-1500)
1. Scholasticism and canon law,
2. St. Thomas Acquinas.
(a) Classification of law.
(b) Value and "just price".
(c) Usury.
c. Nicholas Oresme,
1. Money as a medium of exchange.
2. Bimetalism,
3. Restrictions on the issuance of currency.

LECTURE V
The Second Period (1200-1500)

I. The expansion of trade,
a. Merchants, princes and bankers,
b. The maritime commarcial supremacy.
c. The church.
d. Rise of the middle class. :
e. The religious evolution of the Bysantine Empire.

LECTURE VI
Mercantilism (1600-1800)
I. The rise of mercantilism.

a. Growth of a money economy.
b. Rise of nationalistic states.

1. Taxation,

2. Foreign trade.

3+ Balance of trade theory.

II. Particular economic theories.

a, Value.
b. Interest.

_---—_——_--——_-..—-..——-..—--——...--—-.._—---_
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LECTURE VII
Metrcantilism (1600-1800)
John Law, John Locke, and David Hume,
Sir James Stewart.
Mercantilistic philosophy.

General characteristics.

-q———--——_——-———_.—--—-————-———_--——.

LECTURE VIII
Kameralism (1550-1750)
Kameralism and mercantilism.
Nature of Kameralism.
The philosophic and economic re-emergence of mercantilism and kameralism.
General summary from 1200-1750.
LECTURE IX
The Growth of Physiocracy (1725-1775)
The new landed class,
Evolution of economic principles.
Reaction against mercantilism.
Physiocratic doctrines.

a. The natural order.
b. The net product and the "bon prixm,

LECTURE X
The circulation of wealth,

The social classes,

Wages - capital and interest - taxation,

Summary and conclusions,
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BIBLZOGRAPRPHY

- e e e e e e e v e .

LECTURES I, II AND III

HOMER: TIliad and Odyssey.
HERODOTUS: Days and Works.
SOION: Seisachtheia upon the Land,
PLATO: Works.,
ARISTOTLE: Nichomachean Ethics.
XENOPHON: Oeconomicus, Kyron-Anabasis, Ten Thousand.
ISOCRATES: Speeches for Unification.
LYCEAS: Speeches against the black marketeers of wheat in the Province
of Athens. Also partial study of Sophists, Stoics and Epicurians.

MOSRANRIPIRGE. = o & s xS R S el S

K. PAPARIGOPOULOS: History of the Graek Nation. Volumes I and II.
A. ANDREADES: Public fconomics in Ancient Times. Volumes T and i Y

WRAEERS. OF THE HISTORTCAL, FCONOMIC SOHOOLs: = = = =i o o ool iogu o -

From the old school: A. Muller, Friedrich List, Hildebrand, Karl Knies.
From the new school: Gustav Schmollss, Brentano Knapp, Max weber, Lombard,

SMBSICAN WRINIEESE oo =m0 0. il o e D sn B i b

L. HANEY: History of Economic Thought. Encydlopedia of the Social Sciences.
MONROE: Early Economic Thought,

LECTURES 1V, V, VI, VII AND VIII

CATO the ELDER (234-149 B.C.)

VIRGIL (70-19 B.C.)

KATOWMELAS (50 B.C.)

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

T. MUN: England's Treasure by Foreign Trade.

BODIN: Six Lives de la Republique (1577)

MONTCHRETIEN: Traite de l'economic Politique (1615)

CHILD: Observations concerning trade (1688)

JOHN LOCKE, JOHN LAW, PETTY. Partial readings referring to instrinsic
and extrinsic values.

C. HELVETIUS: De L'essprit. (1715-1775)

G. MANDEVILLE: The Bee. (1670-1733)

MOBBRNSWREEIRS R v SEERE L 2 foa s i U i L s e

L. HANEY: History of ‘conomic Thought.
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences
E. CHEYNEY: The Yawn of a New Zra (1250-1L53)
Partial readings: (1) Judgments of Oberon (2) Maritime Leagues -
Hanseatic League, Venetian League.
P. KANNELOPOULOS, former Prime Minister and Professor of Sociology of the
University of athens, Greece: The European Spirit (1250-1500)
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K. PAPPARIGOPOULOS: History of the Greek Nation: (Bysantine Bupire)
Volumes III and IV.

K. HARITAKIS: .J. TOURNAKIS: M. KATLITSOUNAKIS: Professors of the
History of Economic Thought. (Partial readings from their
lectures at the School of Commerce and Finance, ithens, Greece)

LECTUR®S IX AND X

F. QUESNAY: TAbleaus Economique (1758)

DUPONT D& NEMOUnS: Physiocrats on Constitution Essentielle des
-Societes Politique (1761)

TURGCT: Reflections Sur le Formation de la Distribution. (1769)

- MERCIZR DE La YIVIERE: L'ordre natural et essential des societies

politique. (1767)

MESERN - WRETBRS st o = 5 o o i ey o n s oS e e

M. FERGUSON: Landmarks of Economic Thought.
L. HANEY: History of Economic Thought,
PATTERSON: History of Economic Thought.

In this bibliography referring to Physiocrats we must also add Henry
George's "Progress and Poverty" in the concept that an important
comparison must be drawn between the Produit lNet of the Physiocrats
and the rent of Henry George. Also, we must compare the constructive
thought of Henry Ueorge referring to land as a factor in production
in relationship with the other factors and the land of the Physiocrats
as the only determining factor in the production of wealth.



MODERN ECONOMIC THOUGH

aApostolos M, Papadeas, B, %c. Sc., M.A.

LECTURE I

ADAM SMITH:
Predecessors: Mandeville, Hutcheson, Hume
The Tealth of Nations.
a. Importance of labor
b, Division of labor in a functional sense (capital, land, labor)
Comparison with Plato.
¢. Value - classes and their interests
d. Wages - profits and interest, Rent.
9. Public finance.
f. Canons of taxation. Laissez faire. Government interference.
The general concept of harmony in a commercial society.

LECTURE II

UTILITARTANISM:
Bentham and his '"Principle of Utility.
Hedonism - utilitarian ethics., laissez faire, Social reform.

PESSIMISTIC TENDENCIES: i
Malthus and the theory of population,
Diminishing returns - checks to population - social results.
Ricardo and the theory of distribution,
The theory of rent.
Money and foreign trade.
Value - social progress and distribution.

OPTIMISTIC TENDENCIES
Carey and the "American School.
Bastiat. Value labor and capital -~ land value - government intervention.
Senior and the abstinence theory.
Abstinence and capital - utility and demand - monopoly theory.
Wages - increasing returns - the Wages Fund theory.
Von Thunen and tthe isolated state.
Method and plan of work ~ rent - price and value - marginal
Productivity theory.
J.B. Say - his arrangement of the science theory of market-values.

LECTURE III

OPPONENTS AND LWADING CRITICS:
The philosophical and ethical system,

INDIVIDUALISTIC CRITICS:
Lauderdale - public wealth vs. private riches.
Rae - Individual vs. social capital -~ invention - govermment.



Modern Economic Thought -~ #2

INDIVIDUALISTIC CRITICS (Cont.)
Interference - criticism of Smith's method. i
Nationalistic critics,
Muller, List and Carey.
The state, value, capital, protection.

SOCIALISTIC CRITICS
The utopian concept: Saint-Simon. The Associationists - Owen.
Fourier. The transition to a more realistic and proletarian.
Socialism in France. 18L0-18L8.
Louis Blanc and Proudhoy.

THE RESTATTEMENT
John Stuart Mill.

LECTURE IV

SCIFNTIFIC SOCIALISM.
State socialism: Rodbertus,
International revolutionary socialism - Marx, fngels.
Materialistic interprdtation of history. Capital and exploitation.
Surplus value.
Philosophy and socialism, #ffects of socialism upon economics.

ATTEMPES AT RECONSTRUCTION
Subjectivism and marginism.
Gossen, Jevons, Walras and the mathematical school.

THF. AUSTRIAN SCHOOL-
Menger, 'ieser and Bohm-Bawerk.

THE GERMAN HISTORICAL SCHOOLS
1. The Older: Hildebrand, Knies
2, The Younger: Bucher and Schmoller.

LECTURE V

NEO~CLASSICISM
Marshall and his system of equilibrium.

CRITICS OF NEO-CLASSICISM
The development of business cycle theory.
Over-production - underconsumption
The capitalistic age. ;
Chamberlin's "Monopolistic Competition™ theory.
Robinson's "Imperfeet Competition".




Modern Economic Thought - #3
LECTURE VI
VEBLEN AND INSTITUTIONALISM

KEYNES AND HIS POLICIES
Consumption econdmics, depression economics, full employment
Macro-economics, monetary economics, controls, value and distribution.
General equilibrium economics and econemetrics.
Price economics vs, value economiecs

LECTURE VII

CLASS DISCUSSIONS '
1. The three factors of production - distribution and value under:

a. Period of undirected thinking.
b. Roman period, "
c. Scholastic period.
de Mercantilistic period.
e. Physiocratic period,
f, Classical and neo-classical period,
i. In our days.

2, Division of labor.
‘ The functional division (Adam Emith) and the employment (Plato).
. Invested capital and the markets., Laissez faire.

LTCTURE VIII

CLASS DISCUSSIONS
1. Distribution of income under:
a, Classical and neo-classical period,
b. Socialistic period,
¢, In our days.
2. The function of utilities, hedonism and utilitarian ethics.
(Benthamism vs. Smithanism)

LECTURE IX

CLASS DISCUSSIONS
1., Demand and supply. The prevailing phases. Free and restricted
- markets, s
2. Maladjustments and business cycles.
3: The price system and the capitalistic age.
Lis The exact position of surplus value and vages Fund theory,
5. State intervention.

LECTURE X
CLASS DISCUSSIONS

1. Income = spending; spending = consumption and investment (Keynes)

2. land values - land rent - land reform - single tax. (Henry George
vs, classicism and physiocracy.)
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Modern Economic Thought - #L
LECTURE X (Cont.)

The theory of abstinence, (Henry George vs. Senior)

The theory of population. (Henry George vs. Malthus)

Progress - poverty. Analysis in a functional sense of utilities
and specialization of employment. (Henry George vs. Plato,
Aristotle, Adam &mith),

W
. o

.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Harris, S.%. - The New Economics,
Gide C. Rist - Histoire des doctrines economiques depuis les Physiocrats
Jusqu' 4 nos jours.
Roll, E. - A History of Economic Thought.
Spann, O, - The History of Economics.
Smith, Adam - The Wealth of Nations.
Haheyy; Lewis -~ History of Economic Thought.
Bohm~Bawerk, E. - Capital and Interest.
Boucke, 0.F. - The Development of Economics.,
Clark, J.B. = The Philosophy of Wwealth
Davenport, H.J. - Outlines of Economic Theory
George, Henry - Progress and Poverty
Mitchell, W.C, - Business Cycles.
Veblen, T.B. - Theory of the Leisure Class
Chamberlin, E. - Monopolistic Competition (Monopoly, avolopy, oligopoly)
Tournakis, J. - Professor at the Highest School of Commerce and Financem
Athens, Greece. (Notes from his lectures,)
Haritakas, G. - Professor at the Highest School of Commerce and Finance,
' Athens, Greece. (Notes from his lectures.)
Kallitsounakis, D. + Professor at the Fighest School of Commerce and
Finance, Athens, Greece. (Notes from his lectures.)
New York University and University of Toronto (Notes from my professors
in History of Iconomiec Thought.)

+ The above bibligraphical notes are restricted and represent only a
sample in the writings of History of Economic Thought.
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More than 50 years ago I joined the Worcester, Mass. Single Tax Club. I believe it would
be good public policy to put all taxation on land values. If every person possessed all the
land he could use there would be much vacant land. We speak of the sea as a waste of
water. The continents are wastes of land. 1 use about two and a half acres for fruit trees,
garden and buildings. Much of my land is wasted as there are forests on both sides and itis
useless to cultivate land that is within 100 feet of a forest tree, It is feeding the forest.

I have been writing only of farming lands for the acreage of cities, villages, roads and man-
ufacturing establishments is very small and many people, including myself, once lived very
happily without them. Our raw agricultural lands have no value except the standing timber
«and timber is going out of use. ~ The cultivation of the soil is the primal occupation of man
andis the easiest known way to get a living. Land speculation is one of the most unprofita-
ble of human practices. One always loses and usually both, but the possibility of easy mon-
ey is the sucker bait which keeps our land tied up until necessity forces sale or desertion.

We live in an era of land boosting, It is still true that “You can fool all the people some
of the time and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all
the time.” There is always someone who is tired of “holding-the bag.” I own $75 worth
of land and enjoy all material blessings of Single Tax. I sat upon the platform when Henry
George said, “We should have been called Natural Order Men for we believe in the natu-
ral order in all things.” We must raise our food or work for others. P. A, PARKER.




The Progress Of Retrogression.

The past hundred years has seen the greatest change that has occurred in a like period
of time since the beginning of recorded history. In the year 1820, 84% of the American
people were engaged in agriculture. In 1870 the percentage had decreased to 49% and in
1920 only 26% were producers of food. In 1820 owing to the fact that 849, were producers
there was little need for exchange of goods, but today 74% of the people must get their food
(if they get it) in some more or less honorable way from those who produce it, or too often
from those who enly manipulate our food products. 1 g

This change has not decreased the food supply but it has placed its control in the hands
of a few and the cost of distribution which in 1820 was a negligible factor, is now greater than
the cost of production. In a hundred years the American people have passed from a nation
of independent producers to one where 749, depend upon others for their food.

In all climes and in all ages human welfare depends upon the practices of the people.

I was born the month that Lincoln was elected President and my earliest recollections
are of crutches and empty sleeves. My grandfather was born during Washington’s first term.
His was one of 11 farm houses within two miles and ALL raised or made everything needed
and bought almost nothing. I never knew a doctor to come on the road but twice and both
were cases of accident. Grandfather built houses, when they were wanted, but he never was
hungry while waiting for ““business to pick up.”” He made blocks for his planes and the black-
smith made the irons. I have some of them now. It was an era of ease and plenty.

Parker's, Montrose, Alabama.




The Peregrinations Of Parker.

I was born in Acton, Mass, Nov. 26, 1860. Lincoln was elected president the same month,
My father was a very competent ‘boss-weaver’’ in a woolen mill until incapacitated and I cared
for him until his deathin 1916. My mother died Feb. 17,1873. She was a beautiful woman and
to quote Lincoln “All that I am, or hope to be, I ewe to my sainted mother.,” Upon attaining
majority I became a farmer but instead of raising my living I raised crops to sell and bought my
food from the stores. Manis the onlyanimal who, outside of captivity, depends upon others for
his food. I married Grace E. Stone of Auburn, Mass. b Aug. 4, 1870, Oct. 13. 1887 and havea son
and a daughter. Aug. 4,1890 I entered the service of the B. & A.R. R as “Electric Signalman”
and continued until I came South Dec. 16, 1899. The last five years my work was from Chatham
to Albany. I arrived in Fairhope, on the eastern shore of Mobile Bay Dec. 19, 1899 and have
lived in this precinct and been a surveyor 40 years. I have dabld in other occupations but I have
found by experience that ‘‘subsistence farming’ is the only worth while way of getting a living.
When I came South there were no roads, only trails, No automobiles, ne airplanes, no sub-
marines, but everyone lived upon or near the coast and my motorboat gave me board, lodg-
ing and transportation. The greater part of the people raised their own living. Frank Brown,
Arthur Mershon and William Call are the only survivors of the men of that time. I ran the
first line for a public road down this shore in 1906 but the project was ‘‘a useless waste of
public money.” But this is an ever changing world and it is always what the people make it

Montrose, Alatama, October, 1939. : Prescott A. Parker.




PARKER’'S
“Keep Close to the Ground”

THE PASSING OF AN ERA.

My earliest recollections are of the home of my maternal grandparents.
A small one story house with an attlc. On the north was an ell containing
a kitchen and a pantry. In thesummer time the doorway was always over-
hung with morning glories. Nearby was the well. In the great front door-
rock was the hole where the shadow of the house corner fell at noon when the
sun was neither fast nor slow. By the roadside was the tall and never
changing spruce. Back of the house was the leaning russet apple tree that
was blown over in the gale of 1815 and beneath it was the rock where my
mother and I used to sit and crack butternuts when the winter days were
warm enuf to allow usto sit outside. To the north was the orchard and a-
cross the road was the barn bearing the much consulted wind vane.

To my childish mind nothing about the place ever seemed to change and
inside the house the furniture and other household fixtures seemed to have
the same staying qualities as the farm buildings and trees. Even a rough
and peculiar wooden block that was used to hold the door open in the living
room had outlived two generations and none knew whence it came,

In the front entry at the foot of the stairs was the china closet upon
the topshelf of which was a bowl of white sugar that was used only when the
minister came or company of sufficient distinction to warrant such consider-
ation, Beside the sugar bowl wasa little yellow box withaslot in the top
and a picture of a kneeling slave on the side and into this box a “‘shin-plaster”
was occasionally dropped for the "freedmen.”

The front attic was plastered and was the spare room; upon the shelf
wasa picture of the death of Major Ringold at Palo Alto and a plaster of
Paris sheep and lamb. The back attic was unfinished and fiom its bare raf-
ters hung herbs of all kinds traces of seed corn, sacks of dried fruits, and
on the floor were walnuts, butternuts and chestnuts as well asan assortment
of castoff accumulations that told of a people who live close to Mother Earth,

Around the cellar wasa walk of stepping-stones for it was wet in the spring
and along this walk were great bins that were filled every fall with fruit
and vegetables. In these bins were often placed a hundred barrels of apples,
and others were loaded with potatoes, beets, carrots, parsnips, onions, tur-
nips and celery and cabbages were hung upon the floor joists. Against the
chimney foundation'wasa cupboard with many jars of pickles and preserves.




p———

In one corner was the milk room with its rows of shelves for milk pans.
Who, standing upon those stepping-stones, could have thought a day would
come when a spectre would stalk abroad in the land known as THE HIGH
COST OF LIVING.

Grandmother’s father, James Hayward, built the house immediately af
ter the Revolution. He was only sixteen when he joined the Continental Ar-
my but he followed Washington on to Yorktown. He was one of the guards
when Major Andre was hung. His mother was Sarah Hosmer of Concord;
many of her family took part in the action at Concord Bridge that forced the
passing of monarchy and the coming of commonwealth. The southwest room
was the old folks room andit was there Sarah Hosmer said: ‘‘Daughter, go
to thy daughter’s daughter, for she hath a daughter.” In that roomshe died
aged 99.

Another generation passed and the southwest room came to my grand-
parents. Inone corner of the room was the tall clock and in the opposite cor-
ner was the bedstead, its posts being topped with carved acorns. From the
wall a portrait of William Henry Harrison looked down upon the scene. In
the chimney corner was the fireplace and upon the mantle-shelf were sever-
al candlesticks, a whale oil lamp and the Old Farmer’s Almanack. Many
winter evenings I sat in this roomand by the firelight watched Grandfather
fashion the hickory withes into rings and bows with which the cattle were
fastened in their stalls or patiently shave the hickory sapling uatil it became
a broom. Twice a menth he brought in two bushels of ears of cornwhich
he shelled using a steel shod board for a cornsheller. The next morning it
was winnowed, a half bushel of rye was added and taken to the mill. This
was for our “rye and Indian’ bread.

We had a good library for those days and I learned of the stars and planets
and to determine latitude and longitude from “Wilkins’ Astronomy‘‘,and Aunt
Lizzie taught me to know and to classify the trees and flowers. The Massa-
chusetts Spy came weekly and brought us news of the World.

During the summers we planted, cultivated and gathered the harvests
that we might have plenty and if occasionally a crop failed we had an abun-

dance of other things. If there were market reports in those days I never
heard of them. In the winter we cut our wood, skated or fished thru the

- ice, or coasted down the long hills, When there was nothing else to do we

sat by the fire and ate.

Originally, Election Day in Massachusetts came on the last Wednesday
in May; altho it was changed before my time we still observed “‘Old Election’
and had “‘election cake'’ which was sweetened bread with many raisins in it.
We also observed the Nineteenth of Aprilasa holiday and after dinner Grand-
mother told us again the story of Concord and Lexington.

She told of the ride of Paul Revere and William Dawes; and how the
village bells took up the alarm, bell after bell until by morning it reached
the confines of the state’ She told of the farmers hurrying toward Concord
in the early morning and of the ox-teams loaded with stores and driven by

women and children toiling in the opposite direction toward safety. How
Joseph Hosmer formed the troopsat Concord Bridge and noticing the smoke
from the burning stores he strode over to the irresolute officers and asked:
“Will you let themburn the town down?” and the War of the Revolution
began. :

That spring Sarah Hosmer and her daughters yoked the oxen and plow-
ed the ground. They planted spun and wove and there was abundance.

To me Old New England has many hallowed memories, but those most
cherished are of Thanksgiving Day. It came in the fall of the year when
Earth had redeemed her promise of plenty and it was the day of family re-

union,

Excepting my mother, none of our family died from sickness but accord-
ing to the natural order the time came when Grandfather weakened and his
hold upon Earth loosened. The night after he died I layin my bedin the old
attic and slept only when ¢xhaustion came. He lay in the southwest room,
---his room, the room where he had fashioned the cattle-bows and performed
all the simple tasks of daily Iife. The same room from which the others had
gone before. To the young death always borders upon the supernatural and
the night before when he was dying a dove rested upon the sill of the west
window, tapped gently upon the pane and cooed plaintively. The watchers
said that it was a mourning dove, that its coming was an omen. The watch-
ers did not knowand how could a child know ? but in after years I came
to understand that it was the passing of an era: It was the passing of an
era of abundance and content. It was the beginning of a period of want
and discontent.

So far as we know life is endless but the generationscomeand go. Youth
sees only the age and decay of the past but as youth merges into age the time
comes when it comparesitsown with the achievments of those gone before and
wonders if the accomplishment of its days have been what they ought to have
been considering its heritage from the past.

My mother was dead and after Grandfather’s death I went to live with
my father’s sister in the city of Providence. Her husband was a policeman,
a kindlyman and to me he always seemed out of place in a police uniform.
They lived in a tenement for which they paid twenty dollarsa month rent and
we had brown bread only on Sunday morning for it was too expensive for
daily use. My grandfather was a poor man because he owned neither piano
nor covered carriage but in the cities poverty meant plain hunger, Ilearn-
ed that an apple costa cent and alarge one two, and I never saw a basket-
ful outside of a store.

One day the papers announced the failure of the Cranston and Frank-
lin banks and there was consternation in the city. Later I saw long lines
of people waiting to draw 3%, of their deposits from those institutions.

One noon two women came to dinner with Uncle; they were acquaintances
of the family, were well dressed and wore jewels but they said they had eaten
nothing that day and Uncle made arrangments for (Concluded on page 5. )



PARKER’S

Keep Close To The Ground

It is useless to waste time commenting upon the mental, financial,
spiritual and moral condition of the people who inhabit this Earth today.
Those who do not know are too ignorant or too indolent to be of any ac-
count. “For further deTAILS read your daily newspapers.”

The present unfortunate condition of human affairs has come about
during the regime of the last two generations. In The Passing of an Era
I have described living conditions as they existed during my childhood,
There is no substitute for food. My grandparents lived lives of ease and
luxury. As in all ages youth looked forward to great changes and they
came. The Golden Rule was rewritten and we were told to ‘Do unto
-others as they would do unto us and do it first.”

“And there rained a ghastly dew,
From the nation’s airy navies
Grappling in the central blue.”

“The Earth is our Mother.” Human welfare depends upon the prac-
tices of the people and the individual \is not obliged to work for a living
in the sense in which that expression is now used. The Earth still whirls
upon its orbit.  Fhe skasors come and go. - Seed time and Harvest. still
follow in the natural order. ‘“‘We should have been called ‘Natural Order
Men’ for we believe in the Natural Order in all things,” said Henry George.

The individual is supreme if he desires to be. Land is not as acces-
sible as it should be but a little cooperation will secure land for all.

High priced land is wellnigh worthless to one who desires a self-sup-
porting home., Human betterment will follow individual effort and not leg-
islative enactment. This is a government by the people. Do you wish
to be governed by people who care for themselves or by those who are
‘‘on relief'?

ot Vg™
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It is not genorally lmown that thore are two Spanich Forts,
The Spaniegh Fort of Golonial times is upon & emall hill only a stoncde
throw from the landing, This fort was pointed out to me about 2 yesr
ago by Hon, Harpry Pillans, one of the few remaining veterans of the
fow romaining veterans of "5, ard we e¢limbed to 1ts sumit %0 view the
scanoe that hag changed but 1ittle since the Appalicheos Apalaches and
other pesceful sevages of whom we Imow not writ tho story of thelr livee
in clamshells instead of redoubis, - :

There wore also two YOld Spanish Tralle" acrocs Reldwin County to
Pengacola, Andrew Jackbon came across the bay to "The Village® with his
5,000 troops and took the esouthern trell croseing Fish River just sbove
gf:nsmola Braneh, (end this tr2il probably gave neme to the branch),

honce into Townmship Seven South and Pollowed the ridge that divides
the waters of Blackwaiter from those of Pay La Leunch to what is now
Lillian nn Perdido Bay. This route is plainly marked on all nana of
the Dinsmoor Survey of Baldwin County, - :

The northern route cane from Pencacola via Funez and followad the
divido botween Blackwater and the Styx, headed Fish River and was
equally sulitable for the travelleor who deslired to go to the north end
of the county, Blakely, or to Spanich PFort Leandlng, As the road inte
Blakely was no batter than 1% is today on sccount of tho Bay Winebto
Oreck crossing end The Villege lending meent a bay crossing, Spanich
Fort Landing was the most desirable roint for crossing the Delia, in
the daye’ whon rapid transilt upon ouvr inlend walers was by schooner or
Tlatboat, It ie but 28 veews sirce our schooners used the route by
Spanich Fort and Blskely in bad weather, ‘

About quarter of & nile asouth of the Spanich Fort of Golonial days
and ascross & small creek is tho Spanish Port of the Confederacy.

I% is vunon 2 much higher hill than the old fort and g in the Alszis Tm
Trouillette tGrant, known as Bection 38, Tp, 4y S. Re 2, Bs One of the
battorios was Imomn as "Fort Alexis." Those forts were bullt o thie
rlace for the purpese of controling land and river trafiic thet might’
be injurious to Mobllo, and each wag considared su?ficient in iis day,
Bach of those forte saw the laest struggle for which they ware built

to contend, The battle at the old fort was the last attompt of Groead

- Britailn to maintzin cupremeecy iv this cection by force of syms sgainst
Srain, Tho fall of Spanish Fort and Blekely were the closing strussglos
of the Civil Ver, The defence of Spenich Fowrt by General Randall L.
Giboon was & feat of armm that has seldom hesn equallad, It was 8,000
cgedngt 20,000 and thore wore 40,000 1 they had beon necded, '

The ontronclments whore the new road from the bridze turns to the

1 ’

north wore the extrenc loft of the advanced position of tho Fodoral
-troops. They werce First Erigade, 3eoond Division, Thirteonth Army Corps,

Thig Brigade wne commonded by Ool, Homry Bertram, and was composed of
04 Illinoig, 19th Bowa, 2%d Iowa, and 20th Wimeconsin, and Piragt Missoub
Light Artillory, : :
If our shatesmanshin oqualled cur military prowsss, thawrs would be
no war, P, A, Parker, Yontrose, Ala, Jufyp » B,
in Mobile register.



It is not gensrally known that there are tow Spanish Forts.
The Spanish Fort of Colonial times is upon a small hill only a stonels
throw from the landing. This fort was pointed out to me about a year
ago by Hon. Harry Pillans, one of the few remaining veterans of !85,

"and we climbed to its summit to view the scene that has changed but

little since the Appaltchees, Apalaches and other peaceful s&vages
of whom we know not writ the story of their lives in é&lamshells in-
stead of redoubts.

There were also two "Old Spanish Trails" across Baldwin County to
Pensacola. Andrew Jackson came across the bay to "The Village" with his
3,000 trocps and tock the southern trail crossing Fish River just above
Pensacola Brance, (and this trail probably gave name to the branch),
thence into Township Seven South and followed the ridge that devides
the waters of Blackwater from those of Bay La Launch to what is now
Lilli=n on Perdido Bay. This route is plainly marked on all maps of
the Dinsmoor Survey of Baldwin County.

m The northern route came from Pensacola via Nunez and followed the
divide between Blackwater and the Styx, headed Fish River and was
equally suitable for the traveller who desired to go to the north end
of the county, Blakely, or to Spanish Fort Landing. As the road into
Blakely was no better than it is today on account of the Bay Minette
Creek crossing %Xk and the village landing meant a bay crossing, Spanish
Fort Landing was the most desirable point for crossing the Delta, in

- the days when rapid transit upon our inland waters was by schooner or

flatboat, It is but 35 yeas since our schooners used the route by
Spanish Fort and Blakely in bad weather. :

About quarter of a mile scuth of the Spanish Fort of Colonial days
and across a small creek is the Spanish Fort of the Confederacy.

It is upon a much higher hill than the old fort and is in the Alexig
Trouillette Grant, known as Section 38, Tp. 4, S. R. 2, E. One of the
batteries was known as "Fort Alexis." These forts were built at thisg
place for the purpose of controlling land and river traffic that might
be injuricus to Mobile, and each was considered sufficéent in its day.
Each of thege forts saw the last struggle for which they were built

to contend. The battle at the old fort was the last attempt of Great
Britain to maintain supremacy in this section by force of arms against
Spain. The fall of Spanish Fort and Blakely were the closing stru%gles
of the Civil War. The defence of Spanish Fort by General Randall L.
Gibson was a feat of arms that has seldom been equalled. It was 3,000
against 20,000 and there were 40,000 if they had been needed.

The entrenchments wer:s the new road from the bridge turns to the
noerth were the extreme left of the advanced position of the Federal
troops. They were First Brigade, Second Division, Thirteenth Army 6orps.
This Brigade was commanded by Col. Henry Bertram, and was composed of
94 Illinois, 19th Iowa, 233d Iowa, and 20th Wisconsin, and First Migsouri
Light Artillery.

If our statesmanship equalled our military prowess, there would be

no war.

P.A.Parker, Montrose, Ala., July 11, 1937
In Mobile Register.



Seps. 17, 1936

Mr. Clyde C. Parker
Birsingham, Ala.

Dear 2ix:

I am pleased to receive your letter of
Sept. 14th and under separate cover I am sending
gore literature which I am sure yéu will find
interesting. Included ia this is a recent
copy of the Fairhope Courier, our local paper,
in which I have marked the advertisements of
several of our local dealers. You might algo
comrunicate with the Coclonial Inn, our best
hotel, the Fairhope HOtel which is more con=
venient to the center of town, Whittier Hall
renting apartments and the Westin House con-
veniently located, board snd room. Also Geo.
W. Morgan, who has some coitzges for rens.

I have marked some of the other publications
gsent, for infomation which you .peclfically g
ask im your letter.

Hoping you will find wh:t you want here
and with every assurance of wy further willing=
ness to be of service, I am

Very truly yours,

Secretary
CAG/mg



1242 B.ovm=Marx Building
Birmingham, Alabama
September 14, 1936

Dr, C, A, Gaston,
Fairhope, Alaebama,

Dear Sir:

I: has been the practise for several Winters for my father-in-law and
two other veople of his family to spend their vacation in Florida, staying from
November until April, I have recently been talking to him about this Winter and
have convinced him that the Winters in South Alabema are almest as mild as those
around Tempa and St, Petersburg, Florida,

He has asked ms to contact someone in South Alebama and ascertain the
average temperature during the Winter months, and whether not a suitable cottage
or boarding house would be available for the use of this party during the coming
Winter, .

I noticed the article in the Birmingham News-Age Hemal d yesterday
quoting so many nice things about Fairhope that I though I would get in touch with
someone there and attempt to arrange for accommodations for three people this
Winter.

If I am not asking too much of you, would you kindly advise me what
can be done in this matter, or if you are not in position to do so, please turn this
letter over to someone who can furnish the desired information,

Thenking you in advance for your kindness and cooperation, I am,

Sincersly yours

/7) Ja e
%}; &}7[{?%1;4/\_‘“
LiDE C, PARKKR
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May 4, 1943

Mrs‘ J. Iu Pal’ker
1923 St, Paul Street
Baltimore, lNd,

Dear lirs, Parker:

In reply to your letter of April 30 the unleased
lands belonging to the Feirhope Colony are available to all
comers, except that in practice it has Leen considered unwise
to inciude negro lessees, In establishing this practice con-
sideration was given to local conditions here in the South
and a recognition of mutual advantages in segregaticn, provided
all have access on egual terms to the best natumal opportuni-
ties the country affords.

As you will note in the enclosed folder the Fairhope
community is composed of much more than the lands of the 8ine
gle Tax Colony. However we have in the Town rmmerous desirable
residence and small holding lots that are at present unlecased.
We have some four thousand acres of agricultural lands but 1
regret to inform you that all that are suitable for farming are
now under léase. There are frequent opportunities to purchase
the improvements of present lessees and to thereby acquire their
lease rights, but at the present time, due to Federal rastric-
tions on buiiding prices are high and few opportunities to se-

cure such properties at a fair value.

Our 1940 census taken within the corporate limits of

~ the town{tnot including our agricultural population, showed

1,664 whites of which 1,577 were native born Americans and 87

foreign born and there were 1C1 negroes. Nearby Mobile is the

site of large shipbuilding plants, resulting from war needs

and our population is now much larger, and it is this greatly

increased demand for housing plvs the restriction on building
sfkmrxkhexme

~ that has incresased prices.

. _After the war there sghould be many opportunities to
acquire property here at reasonable prices and then too there
will be a slump in land prices and we will probably have opgor-
tunity to secure title to more agricultural land which we will
make avallable for private development. With reference to My,
Wong's ambitions I question whether the character of the land
in this section and the transportation facilities would make
itufractical for him to locate here; also while I helieve he i
would be welcomed as a lessee I fear that he would miss associa-



tion with people of his own raceQ I do not know of any Chinese
residents in this county.

_ The 8ingle Tax Colony maintains no control over the
activities of its lessees. The only requirement made by the
Colony is that they pay the rent on their land leased from the
Colony. They either employ themselves or seek such em 1oyment
as may be avallable. Quite a number are employed in the busi-
nese institutions of the communitgsstores, utilities, etc. Of -
course we have our full compliment of professional people, doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, preachers, ete. At the present as before
stated many are working in the war industries of liobile.

You see Fairhope is not & @olony in the general sense
of the werd., No limitations are enforced nor is any conformity
required, HMany of cur lessees know little about the Single Tax

 Philosobly and many do not share with us the idea that it is an

essential fundamental basis for a free society, a society with
the power to resist exploitation. These people are attracted

to Fairliope and are lessees of our corporation because they see .
the advantage of having lend freely available to the without the
payment of any ourchase price and the community benefits from
their activities in improving the land which they must do to se-
cure any advantage from its possession. ,

: Under seperate cover I am sending you additional ma-'
terial concerning our corporation which I hope will be of inter-
est tc you. I am also sending you a copy of our weekly paper,

the Fairhope Courier,

A group of Fairhope children from the School of Organic
Education are Lo be in Eamizkmyr Baltimore this week end, guests
of the Lithuanian community, With them is my son Paul and my .
niece Carclyn Nichols., They are under the leadership of Mr. V.
F. Beliajus, folk dance instructor of the school, a native of
Lithuanla., The children are attending this week the Natiopal
Folk Festival @f Philadelphia. You might like to get in toueh
with them and I'm sure you would be welcome. I shall be glad to

‘hear from you further i1f I can be of any service.

Vory truly yours,







Part of letter from J.T.Partlow, Federal Land Bank, of
New Orleans:

"The writer knows of no application that hag been
receivedfor a loan on such land?® l.e. Colony land. "Howev-

er, your inquiry has been given attention by the legal depart-
ment of this Bank and it is the decision that loans could not
be made on sald leased lands. This conclugion is based upon the
fact that the Farm Loan Act requires thzt loans by the Feder-
al Land Bank shall be made only on security of a fee gimple
title. Under the circumstances, therefore, we could not en-
courgge the holders of such leased land to submit applications
for loans.

*You have also ingiredabout the possibility of a loann
%0 a farmer who owns around 100 acres &f land in fee simple
title and on which there are no buildingh facilities, staing
that he has leaged from your corporation 100 acreg of land on
which his main improvements are located. In this connection we =
wish to advise that the Federal Land Bank as agant of the Land
Bank Commissioner is permitted under certain circumstances to
maie loans on farms that do not constitute a coimplete unitif

own through an appraisal of the operty that the farm
égni‘ge Sguccessfu.olﬁ Opera%gd during the lgfepof g, oan from

buildings on adjoing or nearby lands, provided other conditions
are favorable. We, of course, are not in position to state
whether or not a loan could be made in the instant case, and a
definite commitment could be made only after after an applicatin
for a loan has been received, the Property appraised and the
matter considered by the proper authorities of the Bank. ®

Suggests seeing Charles W. Ebert, of Foley, local
correspondent for Baldwing County ’
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ILLINOIS CENTT

Neo e PATTERSON
SUPERINTENDENT DINING SERVICE

CHICAGO
5, March 18, 1944 - C-1
1

Mr. C. A. Gaston
Sec'y, Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I am most appreciative of the prompt
response to my March 9 letter in which I asked for
some more detail covering the operation of the
Fairhope Single Tax Colony. This information is very
interesting and I am passing it on to Dr. Oberlander
who is in charge of our class, as I know that he, too,
will be glad to note the practical results of the
Fairhope Colony operation,

Thanks again for your taking time out
to write me in such detail.

Cordially yours,

Ll Jatter o



Nch, 11, 1944

¥r, N. L. Patterson
Superintendent Dining Service
Illinois Central System

13th and Indiana Ave,
Chicagoy 5, Illinois

Dear Mr. Pattersont

I am pleased that the items of literature you received -
on Fairhope stimulated you to ask for mere., I appreciate your
desire for factual evidence " that Henry George's theories have
worked well in the Fairhope Colony" and I believe you will find
the following convineing.- : :

Fairhope began its 1ife as a Baldwin County community
in Janvary, 1895, when a small group of people, inspired by the
- economic theorles of Henry George, began to build homes on 135

acres of land they had just purchased here on the eastern shore
of Mobile Bay. - : :

The site lay about midway between two communities, -
old at that time, Battles on the south and Kontrose on the north,
each about 2§ miles distant, with the colonists being housed |
at the former while building for themselves. The land was to-
tally undeveloped and covered by young pines of no commercial
or use value except for fire wood

The land was platted into a town site with streets
i1aid off and the entire bay frontage under the bluff and a strip
on top set aside as a public park. The colonists received 99
year lease tenure to such portions as they cared to occupy and
the balance, with addtional lands acquired later was opened
for lease under terms identical with those of the criginal group,
the primary condition being that each lessee must pay into the
common treasury, the annual rental value of the ground secured
to him under his lease contract. '

In the beginning the rent was almost nothing, the
purchase price of the land, about £6.00 an acre, indicating
there was almost a total absence of the factors that produce
rent. There were no streets and no roads, only rough winding
woods trails to give access to established communities, no
schools, churches, clubs, in fact none of the ereations of an
organized socliety, no stores, doctors, dentisits, lawyers,



—

vidual desire and ability,

As soon as the colonists had accomplished their mini-
mum individual requirements for shelter,and the clearing of a2
rlot for producing subsistence needs, each in accordance with -
hls own neéds and desires and ambition,on his own leasehold,
they gave attention to their community need for rozads, a schbol
and public utilities, the first of which was a wharfy; so that
the bay boats which furnished the only contact with the outside
world might give them direct connection. They established a
cooperative store before the possibilities of profit were suf-
flcient to attract individual enterprise, but continued it only
so long as that condition existed. They developed social cul=
tural and recreational activities to satisfx their common de-~
sires and at the same time, each in accordance with his indi-

improved and developed his own lease-

hold.

L)

" All these tended to make the community more attractive
to others, more land was leased and the annual rental value of
all land increased, This, the fiftieth year of the colony,
after after reducing the original 135 acres to 67 by taking 68
acres [pr roads, parks, school and a cemetery, and with some
of that 67 acres unleased as of today, the 1944 rent due the
corporation on 220 active leaseholds amcunts to $15,284,76, No
doubt some of the presently unleaséd land will be taken up this
year and the amount will be increased for Fairhope, since its
founding,has been and $till 1s the most rapidly growing commun-
ity in this county. ' '

come think that Fairhope's present slze, with net all

its land in use after fifty years,reflects on its policy. That
conclusiocn could be justified if fairhope was located in an area,
rich ip natural resourees for the support of manufacturéng and
processing activities or wlere it wes the logical site for a
nation wide transportation center, or if beneath its surface .
were valuable depcsits of coal, or ore or oil. But this is not
the case. TFairhope colony's agricultural land, some 3500 acres,
1s inferior to much of the land in this county and yields only
to hard work abetted by liberal applications of commercial fer-
tilizer and a liberal amount of the 3500 acres is unsuited to
cultivation. Fairhope is not located even on any important
motor transpotation highway and is more than twenty miles dis-
tant from the nearcst wain line railrpad. 8o far as is known
there 1s nothing of value beneath the surface of Fairhope's land
other than good water. It is true that Fairhope is located on
beautiful ldobile Bay, but so are some fifty additional miles
of Baldwin county land and almost as many miles of Mobile County
land, and the principle value of the Bay at Fairhope is its rec-

lonal facilities. Its acres will support only an infinites-

Feat
'giﬁgl'fraction of the productive laber that can besmupported on

a like area,even of Baldwin County land.

Fairhope Colony interprete the economic rent to be the

- natural endowment value as well as the value resulting from com-

munity activities and planning. Individual oceupancy of land is
recognized to be a monopoly privilege. The individual cccupant



1s_secured in his gxélusive right to control and use,for him-
self alonejyall the advantages available at the site occupied.
To the extent these advantages are an endcwment of nature they
are a portion of our common heritage and to the extent they are
a product of otr common activities and planning they are the

- reward of such activities and pl ing. Surely equity demands
payment into our common treasur#ﬁiﬁe full value of all such
advantages. @ | .

advantages to lessees are greater than was aforded
cit‘ﬁzens under the homestead laws. Here,in the center of a
progressive growing community,any unused site 1s available on
application end without the payment of a purchase price. The
primary requirement being that the applicant agree to pay the
community the full value of the advantages made available to
him by his exclusive title to the land.  Lessees are assured
that no part of the rent they pay shall inure to the individ-
ual benefit of anyone. Lesseeg are fu therd€ assured that
the first claim on the money paid by them as rent shall be the
demands of the state, county and municipal government of Fair-
hope for taxes on the improvements and personal property be-
longing to the lessee. He is further assured that any balances
after the payment of such taxes and the like taxes on the land
shall be administered as a trust fund for the equal benefit
of all lessees of the corporation. :

It will be seen that the full product of the lessce's
laber, represented by the improvements and perscnal property
accumtilated by him on his leasehold is freed from taxation,
except in exceptional cases where the taxes levied on such in-
dividually owned prorerty exceeds the rent paid by the lessee.

Government is the grantor of all land titles. S8hould
the grantor require, as a condition of retention of that title,
the payment of an annual rental as does Fairhope, all taxes on
improvements and pepsonal property eould be abolished as could -
tariff and extise taxes levied for revenue, all internal reve-
nue taxes except as deemed desirable for regulatory purposes,
all business and professional license levies and all personal
and corporate income taxes now levied to supply the normal cost
of government. Of course the cost of war and other disasters
might have to be met aydmafibaBh of the individual capacity to
produce but such a draft might properly be based on land rent
since the capacity to produce bears a direct relaticnship te
the rental value c¢f the land occupied by the producer. While
the effect of government collection of the full economic rent
would be to destroy the selling valuve of land, the concurrent
abolition of all taxes would be to so greatly enhance its use
vaiue as to benefit all land owners willing to work and use the
land. : ;

s In addition to the 67 acres out of the original 135
acre purchase the colony owns 360 additicnal acres in the Town
of Falrhope which is less intensively developed and leased.



The total 1944 rent due the corporation on the leased portion

of thils 327 acres of land is $30,763.64. 1944 rent due on the
sowe 3500 acres of country land 1s $4,052.27sand 1944 rent in
the amount of $301.14 is due from lessees of 2 small pertion

of a tract of some 50 acres, lying just outside the Town limits,
part of a subdivision extending inside the Town. :

The Town of Fairhope in addition to the lands of the '
colony (327 acres) embraces lands of various private owners
having an area more than three times that of the colony. Fair-
hope lessees are in the main ordinary people, many of whom have
no special interest in the weddase—cf=tis colony, They choose
of their own free will to lease colony land rather than to pur-
chase land and hold fee simple title to it. In this choice
they are guided cnly by their personal advantage, yet all the
stores, the hani, the hotels and restaurants, industries,and
garages and filling stations, with one exception, are located
on lands leased from the colony. By far the great majority,
probably more than two-thirds of the residences and rental res-.
idence property is also located on land leased from the colony,
Thls leaves the balance of the land in the Town, more than three-
fourths of the total, largely unimproved and undeveloped, Is
not that pretty good evdence 'that Heniy George's theories have
worked ‘well in the Fairhope colony?" : -

Further egﬁence of this is that Fairhope, though one
of the younger towns of this county and less advantageously lo=-
cated than some,has become the largest town in the county and
is recognized by all to be the most progressive and most attrac-
tive. :

Another matter of primary concern in these times of
swollen 1lists of government personel is the fact that except - .
& council of five that meets twice a month and the cccasional
service of an appraiser and a surveyor the business of the col-
ony is conducted by a secretary who puts in full time and a
treasurer who puts in part timgand the time put in could be
considerably reduced if it was not necessary to keep up with
many items of taxable personal property of our lessees which
- they are required to list with the county assessor. In 1943
these amounted to 1,734 separate items. :

The apparent effect of the relief Fairhope lessecs
have from the payment of ad valorem taxes on improvements and .
personal property and the advantage they have of securing land
without purchase price affords only a glinpse of the results
that, could te achieved if the entire public revenue burden was
shifted to land and all taxes abolished. I feel sure you will
find this report of interest and 1 hope you williacquaint others
in your class with the informetion and you may be assured I
will appreciate yocur further enquiry if the information given
dces no t £il1 the bill., ‘ [ iyt

Very truly yours,

Secretary.
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No e PATTERSON
SUPERINTENDENT DINING SERVICE

CHICAGO
5, Mareh 9, 1944 -~ C=1
i

Mr, Cornelius Gaston
Sec'y, Fairhope Single Tax Corp.
Fairhcpe, Alabama

Dear Mr, Gaston:

For some few months past, T have been one of
a discussion class conducted by the Henry George School of
Social Science, here in Chicago. Naturally, the theory of
Henry George, as regards taxation, is taught by this school,
and, for a layman, at times it gets pretty deep. Earl Lee
and I are old friends, and I wrote him some time ago, as I
remembered that Henry George's theories have been followed,
to some extent at least, at Fairhope., Earl very kindly
sent me three copies of your descriptive leaflet to cover
the setup, and I find this information most interesting,

I am wondering if you have any factual data
at hend which would serve to prove that Henry George's
theories have worked well in the Fairhope colony. Any such
information, I know, would be much appreciated by the Henry
George School of Social Science, and would be the means of
furthering George's ideas, vwhich,so far as I have looked
into them, are practical.

A stamped self-addressed envelope is enclosed,
and it goes without saying, that I really appreciate any
trouble that I might be putting you to in answering the
request that I make,

Cordially yours,



COPY.—Not for Publication.

11 Downing Street,
Whitehall, S.W.1.
7th August, 1931.

Dear Mr. Paul,

Your letter of 24th ult. and the enclosed copy of the
new issue of Land and Liberty gave me great pleasure. This
number of the Journal is a fitting memento of an effort which,
however far it may fall short of our aim, is a great achievement
in the face of the opposition of political and vested interests.

I am glad to have this further opportunity of expressing to
you and Mr. Mzdsen and Mr. Douglas and your organisation as a .
whole, my prof »und gratitude for the invaluable help you have
given in carrying through this measure. Without that help it
would not have been possible to counteract the force of the
powerful opposition of interests brought into action against us.

It now remains for us all to work with renewed energy to
educate public opinion still further on this fundamental reform.
"Freedom’s battle once begun, though baffled oft is ever won."

This measure is only a beginning, and like all beginnings
in a great effort, is imperfect and incomplete; but it is a
logical and consistent scheme, and we can build on the foundations
we have laid the full and complete structure.-

With renewed expression of my gratitude for your help, and
in the confident belief that we have by this Finance Act begun
a great work of social Jjustice which will fully mature by and by.
I remain,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) PHILIP SNOWDEN.

John Paul, Esq., ;
The United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values,
94 Petty France, S.W.1l.






April 22, 1943

Hess Kame Peck
Alnesworth, Nebr,

_Dear Miss Peck:

Our cérporation does not operate a sales a
agency for improved properties, but I am referring
your communication teo locél deaiérs.

Just now 1s not the best time to buy since
we are in a defense industry aerea and‘éll values are
artificially stimulated, though it may be that you
will find what ycu want at a feasaﬁable price. I
would suggest a personai inspecticn before closing any
deal. ' |

Also I might state that while T have had no
experiénce, my observation is that raising chickens on
'a commercial scale sufficient to support three women
would not permit them to "take life easy". -
| Under seperate cover I am sending you éome
literature on ocur community aﬁd I enclose a brief ex-
plénation'bf our plan. |

Very truly yours,

§bcfetaryf.






Nov. 26, 1945
kr, Lee Pennington
Route #1
Hernando, Miss,
Dear lr. Pennington:

I regret to inform you that there has been no change
in the availability of land in the country sinee I wrote you
at lMarked Tree, Arkansas Feb. 9, 1943. Our country lands are
all leased. Though the war is over now prices on improved
leaseholds are still high and probably will be until there is
& plentiful:supply of building material, labor etc.

At the present time we are vary short of suitable
building sites in town, but hope to make mocre available next
year by subdividing some of our larger blocks. Regretting that
I cannot make you a more favorable report I am,

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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Feb, 9 9 1943

Mr, Lee Pennington,
Route #1 :

Marked Tree, Arkansas

Dear lr., Pennington:

I regret to inform you that our rural lands are all
under lease. IHowever there is opportunity from time to time
to purchase the improvements of existing lessees and secure
a transfer of the lease.

_ Dependent on location our country lands lease for an
annual rental of 85¢ to $2.75. At the present time there is a
tendency to value improvements rather highly due to the increas-
ed demand resulting from the expanded war industry activities
in the city of loblle, about 25 miles distant from FairhOpe;

I am enclosing a copy of a little.folder explaining
out plan and alsoc a copy of our application for land and lease

contract which will give you a more detailed explanation,

Very truly yours,

Secretary,



. ¥r., Maxie D, Pepperman
703 Vandiver Building
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Mr. Pepperman:

Your letter to the Courier Editor was handed to me
since I am an assoclate editor and was responsible for the
editorial which was reproduced in the Christian Science Mon-
itor. Your thoughtful letter is much appreciated as was the
honor of being clipped for the Monitor which, I assure you we
too, feel is quite a distinction,

In the January 28 issue of the Courier I have com-
mented on your letter and have enlarged somewhat on thought
carried in the former editorial which 1 thought might be of
interest to you and I am sending you a copy. The comment will
be found on the editorial page at the top of the third column,

: On the front page will be found a yearly report of
the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation with a financial report
on the editorial page. Members of this corporation were res-
ponsible for the founding of Fairhope and the develorment on
its lands, though fractional in area really constitute the ma-
jor part of the Town. :

: We believe that it is altogether reasonable and equi-
table for government to recover for public use all value that
attaces to land other than such as is procduced by the individ-
ual activities of the occupant; and we believe further, that
igilure of government to recover this communally created value
furnishes the incentive to hold land out of use, seriocusly lim-
iting the natural opporthnity for men tc work out théf#r own ec-
onomic salvation. ©Such artificial scarcity of natural oppor-
tunity 1s, in our opinlion, the main reason such large numbers
of men are showing a willingness to sacréfice freedom for @&
security they hope to find In communism ¢r fascism.

Beginning on the 3rd page and concluded on the last
rage of the Courier you will find a lecture on Christian Science
which may also interest you. Thanking you again for your ap-

- preciated letter I am, ;
Very truly yours,




MAXIE D. PEPPERMAN, Agent

DEPENDABLE SERVICE
703 VANDIVER BUILDING

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
PHONE 3-1085

January 19, 1943

Editor
The Courier
Fgirhope, Alapama

Dear 8ir:

I don't know whether you get a copy of the Christian
Science Monitor, published in Bostcn, Mass., or not.
I subscribe to that paper and, on the editorial

page of the January 1l4th issue, they printed a little
article, which is credited to the Fairnope Courier,
which I thought might be of insterest to you, and
enclose the editoral page of that issue.

For your information, the Christian Science Monitor

is an International newspaper with &-eirculation of
over & quarter of a million and has subscribers all
over the world, and I think this ie a distinct compli-
ment to you, with a paper of such scope and standing
to reproduce one of your writings.

Yours very truly,

2 %W

MAXIE D. PEPPERMAN

MDP/a




Apr. 14, 1945

Mr, Albert Perkins, Pres,
Perking Development Co., Inc.
63 8t. Joseph Street

liobile, Alabnma

Dear Lir. Perkins:

I am in receipt of ycur letter of April 12 offering
your services should we be interested in the disrocal of cur land.

OQur corporation is a landlc€d corporation, not in the
usual sense of the term, Our title to the land 1s held as a
trust and the corporation has assumed the obligaticn to use the
land in conducting a demonstration in a land administration and
a public revenue policy that it believes to be vital to the wel-
fare of organized society.

The inspiration to establish the community of Fair-
hope came to its fcunders as victims of one of the sericus eco=-
nomic depressions that have periodically beset cur nation (18%4).
They haé studied Henry George and believed him to e correet in
his conclusion that economic depressions result from a reduction
in purchasing power brought on by an increasing scarcity of ope
portunities for employment. They also agreed with George that
accesibility of land is the 1limiting factor in employment, since
all employment, whether self emplovment or employment by another,
is dependend on access to land.

hile they believed government must eventually adopt
the Henry George plan to insure land accessibility by making it
unprefitable to hold land out of use they also realized that such
might not be the case in their time and that they might hasten
government adoption of the plan by setting up a demonstration
that would prove its value. Therefore they founded Fairhope
and set up the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation to hold title to
the land and issue lease contracts to those who wanted land for
use,

The rental charges pfovided for in the lease contracts
compel the lessees to use their lands or suffer a financial loss.
They also insure thet land use will change to meet the gzrowing
communitiy's needs, for the corporation, recognizing that the
growth .of the commurity adds value to the privilege of leasing
its lands, increases the rental charges. Lessees are then ecom-
pellad to put their lands to the new and more productive usess

e e
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needed by the community or suffer a financial loss. .

It is only because Fairhope has the advantage of have
ing the land of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation (one-fifth)
administered on this plan that it has become the largest, most
attractive and most progressive town in Baldwin County. Other
towns are more favorably lecated, have more highly productive
agricultural lands, are nearer to markets for their produce,
are centers for larger trade areas, have superior transportation
facilities, ete. A glance at the map of Baldwin County makes this
apparent, :

You can see that our corporation is not a prospective
customer for a company such as yours. However our lessees, al-
most a thousand of them are frequently in the market for an agent
to dispose of their improvements on their leaseholds and they
pay a considerable amount in commissions to local real estate
brokers., Our corporation does not compete in this field and
cooperates in every way it can to effect satisfactory convey-
ances,

Lessees who hold improved leaseholds may sell their
improvements and transfer their leasehold rights to purchasers
of their improvements whc are acceptable to our Executive Council.
With reference to this last provision I do not recall that there
have been any such found tco be unacceptable and I do not antice
ipate that there will be if the transfer is to a white person,

I am enclosing literatire that will give you greater
acquaintance with our plan and I assure you I shall be glad
to answer such questions as may occur to you should you write
or call at our offices.

Very truly yours,

Secretary.
EUGToReq LIWQ 0N CPEGK 1oL 2TTe*0
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A SQUARE DEAL FOR AMERICA'S HOME-SEEKERS

A GARDEN OF YOUR OWN
WILL PROVIDE HEALTH, WEALTH AND HAPPINESS

HAVE YOUR OWN POULTRY AND EGGS

EVERY FAMILY SHOULD OWN A COW

PERKINS DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, INC.

FARM LAND -

POST OFFICE BOX 1574

DEVELOPERS OF

Kashmere Gardens
Colonial Gardens
Croyden Gardens
Florida Gardens
Trinity Gardens
Liberty Park
Crane Street Gardens
Bonita Gardens
City Gardens
Humble Road Gardens
Industrial Center
Gayle Donovan Addition
Liberty Gardens
Victory Park
HOUSTON, TEXAS

—_——

Trinity Gardens
Burbank Gardens
Hensley Park
Westover Place
DALLAS, TEXAS

D ———

East Montgomery Gardens
Connally Heights
College Park

TYLER, TEXAS

e Qe

East-Mooreland Heights
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

—_——

Glenwod Park
CONROE, TEXAS

—

Fenton Lawn
Romayne Heights
Noble Acres

FLINT, MICHIGAN

——

Trinity Gardens
Liberty Park
MOBILE, ALABAMA

————
Eastern Shores Parkway

POINT CLEAR, ALABAMA

e Q) s

Southland Farms
LOXLEY, ALABAMA

—_———

Walnut Hill Farms
WALNUT HILL, FLORIDA

— s

Liberty Farms
GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

— e

(REALTORS) =
DEVELOPERS OF
1 WATERFRONT < * SUBURBAN < ¢ INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES
PHONE 33227

63 SAINT JOSEPH STREET
MOBILE, ALABAMA

April 12, 1945

Fairhope Single Tax Corp.
Fairhope,
Alabama

Gentlemen:

We are actively engaged in selling both
improved and unim roved land in the Gulf
Coast Area. In fact, we made over 850
sales during 1944.

According to our records you are the owner

of a considerable portion of land in Baldwin
County.

If you wish to dispose of this land we be-
lieve this would be an opportune time to
offer it for sale, and if agreeable, we
would be more than pleased if you would 1list
seme with us; in which event, we promise to
glve you our best services in trying to
secure a purchaser.,

Yours very truly,

PERKINS DEVELOPMENT CO., INC.

AP/PH

EXECUTIVE OFFICE—MOBILE, ALABAMA



Feb. 24, 1950

G. E. Perkins
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Perkins:

It has come to our attention that some lessees of unimproved
lots have offered to transfer their leases in consideration of a
bonus payment. A4s you know, the lessee, in making application for
his lease, agrees that he will neither ask nor accept a bonus for
the transfer of an unimproved leasehold and that his proved attempt
to do so will be cause for the forfeiture of his lease to such un-
improved leasehold. :

At its meeting February 16, the Council directed me to write
to all lessees whose lease to unimproved lots had been in effect
for more than two years and remind them of their agreement. This
has been done and every such lessee has been furnished marked copies
of the lease, application and constitution such as I am enclosing
herewith.

The Council believes it is necessary to discourage every hope
of profit through the transfer of unimproved leaseholds. It be-
lieves that Fairhope's phenominal success, as comared with other
shore communities, is due to the easier access to land here made
possible by the Single Tax Colony plan.

Fairhope is still growing and the demand for land increasing.
If holders of unimproved lots are allowed to collect a bonus for
the transfer of their leases, or even to require repayment to them
of the rent they paid while holding the land out of use, an unnat-
ural limitation will be plaged on Fairhope's opportunity for future
growth and all business will suffer.

While all business will suffer because of the interference
with a normal growth in population it will effect the real estste
and insurance business most directly. It will mean fewee houses
to rent and sell. It will mean the sale of less fire and property
insurance. Vacant lots purchase no fire and property insurance.

Ve hope you will be ccnvinced of the scundness of the foregoing
conclusions and that we will have your cooperation in enforcing the
terms of our lease agreements.

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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Neh. 2, 1946

Mr. Lynn F. Perkins
Lake Luzerne, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Perkins:

I was pleased to receive your enquiry concerning Fair-
hope. It 1s too bad the article in March of Progress came at
a time when I could not give prompt attention to the resulting

enquiries.

Enclosed and under separate cover I am sending you
material that I believe willk give you a better acquainance with
local conditions and policies,

You will note it is not necessary to become a member
of the corporation to secure the opportunity to live in the
community and to enjoy all lessee privileges. We are, of course,
hopeful that those who have an understanding of the principles
and aims of the corporation will desire to beccme members so
we can have the fullest advantage of the ccunsel and aid.they

can give.

From time to time Fairhope has received various un-
favorable reports. I believe most were the result lack of ap=-
praisal ability on the part of the reporters., They were incom-
pretent to make a fair comparison between results in this section
where the wealth of natural resouces is mich less %m than in
the sections they were acquainted with. Also they failed to
take into consideration the rather extreme poverty wt of the
founders and many of those who joined them later. In the early
days Fairhope could offer 1little more than Churchill could as=-
sure English in the dark days of the recent war. There was
this fundamental difference. Fairhope could give the confidence
that when improvement in conditions were improved improvement
would be permanent and progressive. Now matters are quite
changed the crudeness of a pioneer community is passing and per-
sonal differences appear to have been satisfactorily adjusted
and the furure is most promising. :

While oppcrtunities here are necessarily limited I am
continually astonished at the success of some who seem to be
determined to make a place for themselves because they want to
live here. Along your particular line we have a private pro-
gressive school here. It has been struggling along for the past




seven or eight years, since the death of its fcunder and inspir-
ation, krs. Marietta L. Johnson. As may be expected the primary
difficulty is finances but it is possible this difficulty might
be appreciably removed under capable and enthusiastic manage-
ment. In the interim since Mrs. Johnson's death the management
has been cooperatively furnished by the faculty, primarily be-
cause there was no one else to take hold who offered sufficient
promise of success. The faculty was so devoted to the school
and its principles that they have been willing to make the nec-
essary sacrifices to keep it going in the hope that the desired
individual would some day show up. They are still hoping though
they have some prospects in view, not too promising however.

Under separate cover I am sending you a recent publi-
cation giving a considerable description of the school. I sug-
gest, if it is possible or practical for you to do so you pay
us a visit and should there be a possibility of you having an
interest in giving consideration to an association with the
schocl that you come while the school is operating. They will
close for summer vacation the end of May, but will possibly con-
duct a summer camp on the campus. Fairhope alsgso has a public
school with a consolidated high school. I appreciate that sal-
aries of teachers is not very attractive in the Scuth. Some-
times, however there are compensating factors.

Mobile, 25 miles distant, is expanding in every de-
partment, as a port, a commercial and industrial city, and as
cultural center. It is becoming more and more practical to live
in Fairhope and have employment in lMobile and if you could not
find a suitable opening here youv might find it there.

I hope your interest will continue and that we may have
the pleasure of seeing you in Fairhope in the not d&istant future.
Be assured I will be pleased to reply to such further enquiry
as you may care to make and that I will endeavor to reply more
promptly.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FIRST SUPERVISORY DISTRICT, WARREN CO. LAKE LUZERNE, N. Y.,
LYNN F. PERKINS
February 4, 1946.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

Mr, C. A. Gaston
Secretary, Fairhope Corporation
Fairhope Alabama

Lear YMr, Gaston:

I have read with unusual interest the article appearing in
the January issue of MARCH OF PROGRESS, Ever since 1916 when I first came
to know James R. Brown., for many years president of the Manhattan Single
Tax Club, I have heen a student of the teachings of Henry George.

It appears that I have heen under the erroneous impression
that Fairhope was not prospering too well, and I read this article FAIRHOPE -
HOPL OF THE FUTURE with more or less amazement.

I am interested in the possibility of becoming a member of
the Fairhope Corporation and of applying for a plot of ground, and would ap-
preciate it if you would send me all the information that regularly goes out
on such inquiries. What would it cost to erect a six-room house down there?

“That opportunities for emmloyment are there at Fairhope? I
could do editorial work, research work or ensage in educational work of any
kind, If I were to come to Tairhope, I should have to work to sunport my-
self and family (wife an? daughter). :

Sincerely




THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NNTE reieius LAKE LUZERNE, N. Y.,
D1 ICT SUPERINTENDENT March 5’ 1946 s

Mr, C, A, Gaston
Secretary, Fairhope Bingle:-Tax Corporation
Fairhope Alabamg,

DEar Mr,. Gaston:

Your letter of March 2, together with other informative
materials, reached me today, and I &m very grateful to you for them. I have
read this matter over somewhat hurriedly; I will go over somevof it mare care-

fully.

I can subscribe fully and without reservation to the prin-
ciples of “organic education", which, it seems to me, is an excellent name
for this type of education. You write of the difficulties that confront the
school at the present time. How unfortunate it is that splendid leadership
and achievement are often thwarted or denied full expression by & lack of
money to implement well-tested plans! The need for funds to implement pur-
poses of high social value is great today in many fields of human endeavor,
I could wish for a million dollars to experiment with some ideas of my own
and to contribute to such worthy efforts as organis education!

I can not tell how greatly disappointed I have been with
tradlitional education. As a young men I entered this profession because I
thought that it had within it somehow the means of salvation. But it has ..
proved to be but a weak reed to lean upon among others of our ingtitutional
life. And now we have reached the end of an era, and, I am certain, education
must be re-oriented to meet the nmew principle and purpose of the coming great
epoch into which we are now moving fast. BSelfishness as a dominant drive must
ceage all over the world; and education must be geared to the principle of ser-
vice, or civilization will be ipmolated upon the fiery pyre of atomic energy
driven by universal wrath.

On January 28, 1947, I will be sixty years of age and hope
to be in a position to retire on a small pension. 4 shzll have to supplement
that pension with other income, and so am looking around to evaluate the pos-
sibilities. 1 do not have to retire then, if 1 wish to continue to hold this
position for,say, five years more; but I am mot happy in this work any more,
because 1 do not see in it an opportunity to do what L know must be done.

For a number of years 1 have been greatly interested in eco-
nomics, and now L have come to belileve that the economics of cooperative en-
terprise offer the best implementation of Christian principles. 4+ do not
think than aun economy of scaercity,motivated by competition and the selfish-
ness that grow out of the “struggie for existence", contains the germs of eco-
nomie, political and social salvation. I believe.ln cooperative enterprise
organized on & community basis in which sovereignty rests in the individual
in the family and community of families. This l1ls the reason why I am inter-
ested in Fairhope. I have a complete plan, - 8 sort of blueprint, - of a pro-
ducer-consumer cooperative, and I am wondering why I should not establish an
agricultural unit near Fairhope.

Here again, the only thing thatiis holding me back from Yo
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holy experiment" in social dynamics is money. Of what value is, or should be,
money, 1f 1t can not be used for socially neccessary purposes? One demonstrat-
lon of the power of plenty is worth 2 millisn lessons in Christian economics,
One demonstration that the "Single Tax" would work &t Falrhope is worth a
million lectures in various.class rooms on the lovWliness and logic of Henry

George.

4 99-year lease of agricultural land on which the lesses would pay to
government only the economic rent in lisu of all taxes and be free of taxes
on plant and producti! Is that not something to talk about ag a basig of a
program of producing.and distributing abundance to the cooperators!

: I keep saying to myself: "If I had a million dolleps; if I only had =z
million dollars” of that sixteen billions that were spent last year on gamb-
ling alone ftm this country to say nothing of liquor, tobacco, cosmetics, movies,
crime and war. Just a million dollars is all I want, not for myself, but to
demonstrate that, under cooperative techniques, plenty can be produced and dis-
tributed to families in communities, and this nation can avoild tne tyrannies
of & bureaucratic statism under either & capitalistic or communistic economy.

When I thinmk of & combination of Georgean economics and Rochdale eco=-
nomics extended to include the producer-consumer type, I pray to God for an op-
portunity to demonstrate whzt can be done.

Mr. uvaston, i do mot cére for money for ny own gselfish use. My needs
and those of wife and daughter are modest. If f had a million dollars, there
are only & few things 1 would heve for myself &nd femily more than I have now.
For five years while I contributed to a demonstration of plenty, $5000 a yeer
would be a1l I would need to maintain the stendard of living and meet all my
persomai obligations; and 1 would use the $975,000 to organize cooperaiive un-
1ts here in the North and in the South to teacn people how to produce and dig-
trlbute plenty and exchange surpluses among various communitiesg.

1 have three grown sons , now out from under the parental roof and “on
thelir own®. They are just staerting out in life. One of them has recently.been
discharged from the Army and ome of them (nineteen years old) is with the £rmy
of Occupetion in CGermany. What do I want to see handéd._.on to them? A world
full of scarcity, competition, strife, selrishness, war, insecurity and death?
No, a2 thousand times, NO! But, if we have anything different, it must be built
by you amd me, wherever we are, bit by bit, block by bloek. The risks, the
hardships, the privations, that one of my boys went through on the battlefield
end in a German prison camp cry out to me to make a more dynamic contribution
to the building of a social and ecomomic and spiritual order; and, if I do not
heed this cry, I will be again making my contribution:ito another World War in
which they again, or their children, will suffer. - ~

This nation and its institutions are being brought to the bar of God's
Judgment; and, if there can not be found among its citizens enough to stand . and
work for a new order based upon the laws of God, we shall all perish in a suc-
cesslon of holocausts each worse than Rts predecessor. We need to start work-
ing now to build that mew order. Time is of the essence. WE ARE RUNNING NECK

AND NECK WITH UNIVERSAL DEATH, if we continue to run as we have,

May I thank you agein for enabling me to get a glimpse of Fairhope., I
shall hope that circumstances will eneble me to visit it some day within the

coming year.,
Most sincerely









Bec. 4, 1953

Miss Mattie L. Pipkin
Stockton, Ala.

Dear Miss Pipkins

We were quite pleased to get your request for a copy
of our lease to be used in your Democracy class and are en-
closing same herewith together with a copy of our application
fg?‘a land, constitution and a copy of our annual report for

Also enclosed is a brief statement of Henry George
concerning the single tax. We believe he makes it clear that
no sound basis can be had for the institution of demoeracy
until we establish that justice which the single tax alone
will make possible.

We wish to congratulate you and commend you for your
selection of topics of study.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS

e Pitman Reclly Company

PHONE 2431 \\£d W" Ma& Wm 2% ﬂ Rea@ll PHONE 8166

FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

June 7, 1954

Dr. €. A. Gaston,@Becretary
Fairhope Single Tax Colony
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Dr. Gaston:

In order to clarify your letter of June 5th and to
confirm our telephone conversation today, I would like
to surrender my remaining leases and request a lease be
made to me for the West half of Lot 15 (36') and the
East 67 feet of Lot 16, Block 23-27, according to un-
recorded Fairhope Single Tax Corporation plat thereof.
This new lease will also allow an additional five feet
to be leased to William J. Chambers. I would also like
to request an assent to Liberty National Life Insurance
Company of Birmingham as mortgagee to the William J.
Chambers transfer in the amount of $8,900.00. I would
also like to request an assent to Liberty National Life
Insurance Company of Birmingham as mortgagee to the
Horace L. Bell transfer. The amount of this mortgage
will be $9,000.00.

i wbuld like to amend the request for a lease
transfer to William L. Flynn to read all of Lot 13 and
the West half of Lot 12.

Yours trud

CecIl Pitman

GR:8e




June 5, 1954

Mr. Cecll Pitman
Sairhope, 4la.

Dear lir. Pitman:

We are in rnﬁcégt cur letter of June 4, request«
ing our consent to a conditional transfer of your leasehcld
interests in Lot 14 and the East 36 feet of Lot 15, Block 22=
27, Hagnolia Beach Addition. ‘

Vie note that you hold individual leases to these
two lots and that such transfer would leave you with an indi-
vidual lease to only the West 36 feet of Lot 15. It is be=
lieved that ocur couneil would not approve of such an cccur-
ence, We llote that you also hold an individval lease to Lot
16 and it is suggested that you surrender the individual
leases tc these three lots in consideration of our issuance
to you of two leases, one to Lot 14 and the East 36 feet of
%gt 15 and the other to Lot 16 and the West 36 feet of Lot

In examining your lease to Lot 9, Block 22-2848 it
was noted that we made an error in the doscriptian and we
will at eciate it if you will return this lease to us for
correc

Very truly yours,

Secretary




Hay 5, 195}.

Pitman Realty Co.,
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear lMr., Pitman:

At its meeting May 3, cur Executive Council approved
transfers requesteé by you as follows: (1) H. R. and Ann R.
Hall to Richard J. Spader; (2) Elizabeth K. Nye to Eugene P.
H. Willett and Carolyn C. Willett.

We presume you are acquained with the fact that there
is a mortgage to Baldwin County Savings & Loan Ass'n on the
Hall property and one to Celina Cummings on the Nye property.

Vie wish to call to your attention that you failed to
supply us with applications in duplicate signed by the prospec-
ive transferees, such signed applications should accompany-all
requests for transfer. Flease attend to bringing us applications
frem the Willetts and from Fr. Spader.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




Feb. 23, 1950

Fitman Realty Company
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

It has come to our attention that some lessees of unimproved
lots have offered to transfer their leases in consideration of a
bonus payment. As you know, the lessee, in making application for
~his lease, agrees that he will neither ask nor accept a bonus for
the transfer of an unimproved leasehold and that his proved attempt
to do so will be cause for the forfeiture of his lease to such un-
improved leasehold.

At its meeting February 16, the Council directed me to write
to all lessees whose leases tc unimproved lots had been in effect
for more than two years and remind them of their agreement. This
has been dcne and every such lessee has been furnished marked copies
of the application, lease and constitution such as I am enclosing
herewith.

The Ccuncil believes it is necessary to discourage every hope
of profit through the transfer of unimproved leasecholds. It be-
lieves that Fairhope's phenominal success, as compared with other
shore communities is due to the easier access to land here, made
possible by the Single Tax Coleny plan.

Fairhope is still growing and the demand for land increasing.
If holders of unimproved lots are allowed to collect a bonus for
the transfer of their leases, or even to require repayment to them
of the rent they paid while holding the land out of use, an unnat-
ural limitation will be placed on Fairhope's opportunity for future
growth and all business will suffer.

While all business will suffer because of the interference
with a normal growth in population it will effect the rezl estate
and insurance business most directly. It will mean fewer houses
to rent and to sell. It will mean the sale of lesss fire and prop-
erty insurance. Vacant lots purchase no fire and property insurance.

We hope you will be convinced of the soundness of the forego- -

ing conclusions and that we will have you cooperation in enforecing
the terms of our lease agreements.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




April 7, 1952

Mr, B. N. Bowman, Manager
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.
54 North Royal St.

Mobile, Alabama

Dear Sir:

With respect to yocur enquiry concerning Milton
Vincent Harris has impressed me very favorably. Unfortun-
ately Mr. Harris has not been a resident of Fairhore but
for a brief pericd and has lacked opportunity to demonstrate
the worth I confidently believe he possesses.

, 1 may state however, that I habe known Mrs., Harris
all her life and have had close association with the family
for many years and her and their acceptance of Mr. Harris
assures me of his merit. Mrs. Harris' father, R. L. Rock-
well is a member of our corporation and a highly valued
member of its Executive Council and he has talked to me
about Mr. Harris and his satisfaction in having him as a
son-in-law.

Mr. Harris has impressed me as being an earnest
and honest young man with ambition to give what it takes to
make a wholly satisfactory employee.

Very truly yours,




T T SHERE ARG H
PLATE GLASS COMPANY

54 NORTH ROYAL STREET, MOBILE 1, ALA.

April, 5, 1952

Mr. G, Aa Gaston
Fairhope, Alaa

Dear Sir:

Wp have an application for position from Milton Vincent
Harris, who has given your name as reference. Any information
you may have regarding his character and abilities will be
greatly appreciated and will, of course, be held in the
strictest confidence.

We are enclosing a self-addressed envelope for your convenience
in replying, end will appreciate an early reply.

Yours very truly,

B. N. Bowman
Manager

BNB:ek
€nca













Feb. 24, 1950

Capt. Jos. Pose
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Capt. Pose.

It has come to our attention that some lessees of unimproved
lots have offered to transfer their leases in consideration of a
bonus payment. As you know, the lessee, in making application for
his lease, agrees that he will neither ask nor accept a bonus for
the transfer of an unimproved leasehold and that his proved attempt
to do so will be cause for forfeiture of his lease tc such unim-
proved leasehold.

At its meeting February 16 the Council directed me to write
to all lessees whose leases to unimproved lots had been in effect
for more than two years and remind them of their agreement. This
has been done and every such lessee has been furnished marked cop-
ies of the application, lease and constitution such as I am herewith
enclosing. : i

The Council believes it is necessary to discouage every hope
of profit through the transfer of unimproved leasehclds. It bee
lleves that Fairhope's phenominal success, as compared with other
shore communities, is due to the easier access to land here, made
possible by the Single Tax Colony rlan.

Fairhope is still growing and the demand for land increasing.
If holders of unimproved lots are allowed to collect a bonus for
the transfer of their leases, or even to require repayment to them
of the rent they psid while holding the land out of use, an unnat-
ural limitation will be placed on Fairhope's opportunity for future
growth and all business will suffer.

While all business will suffer because of the interference
with a normal growth in population it will effect the real estate
and insurance business most directly. It will mean fewer houses
to rent and sell. It will mean the sale of less fire and property
insurance. Vacant lots purchase no fire and property insurance.

We hope you will be convinced of the soundness of the foregoing
conclusions and that we will have your cooperation in enforcing the
- terms of our lease agreements.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




OIVISION OF STAMPS IN YOUR LY REFER TO
AND PHILATELY
F

Post Office Bepartment e

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
BUREAU OF FINANCE

Washington 25, B. €.

September 28, 1953

Mr, C. A. Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr., Gaston:

. The Postmaster General has asked me to reply to your
letter of September 21 regarding the possible issuance of
a special stamp next year to commemorate the 75th amiver-
sary of Progress and Poverty by Henry George.

We have received a great many requests for this stamp
but the Postmaster General has not yet formulated the program
for next year. It is possible that one may be developed for
a new series of regular stamps. In which case the number of
strictly commemoratives will of necessity have to be greatly
reduced because of the limitations of production. For this
reason we are not able at this time to give any assurance of
the approval of any special stamps beyond the very few for
which commitment has already been made or which by precedent
should be issued.

Sincerely yours,

Albert J. Robertson
Assistant Postmaster General
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Sept. 21, 1953

Hon, Arthur . Summerfield
Postmaster General U. S, 4.

Washington, D, C.
Dear &ir: _ »
| Our understanding is that your department is now '
mm-:fmtoumznm?. Mrnmm}ﬁ
consideration of a st cormenora Henry 8 Progress
mm,mﬁﬁwm o -

It is our firm convietion that Mr, Geor 's fiseal propos-
als in Progress and Poverty and other of his published wathe ore
vitally important “tomm nation a:g the eivi ugru. A gene
eral application :gomnl secure revenue for publie
par by collecting th publiely created rental value of land
g:;mcum.tememm NWM

8y tremnd toward socialism awtht&nnlm must
mulmymgom’ . N

m-mmzm».tummmmmum
can be mummxmammwu
to the of wealth. mmmmamuc
MMMmeMwmmmmu
land mmmmz)mrmmawcmw

by making it expensive MMMWW,
or labor and Mtowro‘ulndmm may
be most 1y and most profitably produced.

We speak with authority on this matter for we founded
this community in | and have since then ir. George's
fiscal prineiple to our land. On no comparable land in this

psis Ry e oK u‘ghtﬁ:mvm . g?am:. of wealth'in
a on
: businesses, all the pro-




Sept. 21, 1953

Hon, Arthur ¥, Summerfield
Postmaster General U. S. 4.

Washington, D, C.
Dear Sirs

Our understanding is that your department is now deciding
what special stamps to issue in 1954. We ¥ fully request

consideration of a st coemencorat Henry ge's Progress
and Poverty, which first appeared in 1879.

It is ocur firm conviction that lir. George's fiscal propos-
als in Progress and Poverty and other of his published works are
vitally important to ocur nation and the eivi world., A genw
eral application of his g:oponl to secure revenue for public
purposes by collecting the publicly crested rentel value of land
would make it possible to halt our presents and otherwise inevie
table, tremd toward soclallism, a tremd that,unless halted, must
inevi lead to communign.

Only & tax that confiscates the annual rental value of land
can be properly defined as an unguestioned and natural incentive
to the production of wealth. All other taxes must discourage
such ion, and our failure to so tax the rental value of
land tl;e ug;amuﬂ %nm)'imt m mgmagcizmﬁu
grodm on by making expensive some cases lmpos €

mhmmwmnmw‘ﬁohndmmchmuhm 5
be most efficiently and most profitably produced.

We speak with gmo authority on this matter for we founded
this commnity in 1895 and have since then applied lir. George's
fiscal principle to our land. On no comparable land in this
eounty, nor we dare say in this country, has there been as rapid
a in population with accompanying production of weaith in
the form of privately owned homes and businesses, all the pro-
duet of free enterprise and individual initiative. Only by re=
zoving all barriers to the full application of free enterprise
and individual initiative can we be secured agsinst commonism
or game other form of dictatorship, ;

Respeciiully yours,




Arden, Del., Sept. 8, 1948

Dear Cornie:

Had a letter yesterday that made us think of you folks in Fairhope again,
as often we do with happy memories of past experience. The letter was from our
old friend, Alexis Ferm, saying he had bought a spot for his home-place in your
lovely community and was leaving his present base at Stelton, N. J., very soon.

I am sure that you will find Alexis a great addition to your village in many ways
We had a visit from him here recently and had some hope that he might locate here

Maybe he will be telling you something of his vieit to Arden, and in con-
nection therewith about our present plans, including the building of a small home
for Cora and me in the edge of the woods back of our old home and how our Lloyd
has been doing the job the past summer mach to our satisfaction. The new living
Place is not yet completed but is far enough to be sure of habitation before cold
weather season, after which we hope to sell or rent our larger house.

About as far as we can look ghead in these rather unsettled times of world
Btress. Last week=end Arden had its annual fair, somewhat limited by heavy shower
in the forenoon, and Cora had five of her famlly here for a reunion. I am sending
herewith copy of a story I wrote for local weekly paper about some of the early
doings of the Arden cmmunity, which might interest some of you folks and be news
to the younger generation at least. In case you care to use any of it in the Courd
ler, you might send me a copy.

An still working on my plan for a fairer Press but along a somewhat more
radical line of cregting a factual public news service for the people on a cost
basis. If you care to see my latest opus, condensed to one page of typed copy,
would gladly send it on. Ben Marsh, secretary of People's Lobby at Washington, has
promised to present it to his Board of Directors at their September meeting.

With all good wishes to you and allyour folks, I am,

Ym?-;a s(n_ege’ly.

5

Eavn SeBotter..
Ziwgnz Bx ——
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Henry George Theory Long:-Lived

ernment bill submitted in Parliament on Jan. 7 by the British

. ciation in land values as occurs in connection with the re-

7

re British Adopting
enry George Theory?

By Harold Fleming :
Special to The Christian Science Monitor
NEW YQRK——People who go for the Henry George theories
of economics and land values should be interested in a Gov-

“Minister of Town-and-Country Planning” intended to “de-
prive the landowner of future increment in land values.”
The bill is apparently designed to socialize 'such appre-

belts,”” and the opening up of 'spaces-in crowded cities, and
follows a principle already adopted in an earlier ActeofPar-
liament about the establishment of new towns and cities.

It seems to follow somewhat the principles accepted in this
country in connection with “special assessments” on land
values in the case of special improvements, such as subways,
highways,.parks, and the like, where the landowner is taxed
(through special assessment) for some of the increase in value
which he receives without doing anything’ except being there
first as owner,

construction of older areas, the cutting through of ‘“green *

The Henry George school of economic thinking has a vogue
in this country which would surprise the orthodox economists
of Wall Street or indeed almost anybody except a real estate
man or a financial writer. Fifty years ago it was a popular
pastime among economic students to win their master’s degree
by a thesis “refuting” the ‘Georgian theory of rent,’interest,
and profit; but the idea has proved to have nine lives, and

“with the help of private endowments, through such organiza-

tions as the Henry George Sehool of Social Science and tl}é

¢ Schalkenbach Foundation, it lives on strenuously. q

. is exhausted can no longer be increased and its value is there-

-abstraction, since there are so few professional landowners -

‘but “natural” and inevitable. George merely accepted the

Unfortunately for the theory, which is probably the most -
ingenious indigenous idea in the history of American economic |
thinking, its protagonists today have not only the zeal of %
single-track thinkers, but also the combativeness. This writer
has received in the course of years dozens of spontaneous and
unprompted ecommunications from adherents of this school,
and they have been almost uniformly quarrelsome and dis-
paraging sometimes to the point of being coatemptuous.

This attitude may explain why such local tax reforms of the
last generation or so as have paralleled the philosophy of the
“single tax”—i.e., by reducing the tax rate on improvements
in comparison with the rate on unimproved land—have been
put through for “practical” reasons and without benefit of
Georgian philosophy. In fact, both the name Henry George
and the term “single tax” have become so obviously a handi-
cap that even the faithful make only sparing mention of them
in their writings. ;

Notion Stems From Ricardo

The essential‘idea of George's, powerfully presented in his
“Progress and Poverty,” is that landowners as a class, being
“on the ground first,” can and do reap the benefits of progress
in the form of higher rents, so that progress and poverty are
bound under this system to persist side by side. The land-
owner in this theory plays the same role of the capitalist in
Marxian theory. He is the recipient of the “surplus value”
which redounds from the advancement of the industrial arts
and the increase in the population,

Both theories derive from the theories of David Ricardo as
to “Land,” “Labor,” and “Capital,” and their respective in-

' comes in the form of rent, wages, and interest and profits.

The Georgian theory, however, follows much more strictly
the Ricardian line, which was that the landowner is “inevi-
tably” the ultimate beneficiary of progress. And the Henry |
George theory is so much more realistic than the Marxian }
theory, since the available supply of land after the frontier

fore much more immune in the aggregate to the wear and tear
of competition and obsolescence.

In this sense George’s conclusions were about the same
(though with reverse ethics) as those of such men as Astor,
who put the profits of tea and furs into New York real estate,
or Crocker, who put the profits from Nevada silver into San
Francisco real estate,

Why George Theory Fails

Failure of the main George proposal (that other taxes be
dropped in favor of a “single tax” on land values) to play an
important role in American political economy is'probably due
to several reasons. The steady opposition of real estate in=
terests has, of course, been one. Another may have been the %
strenuous zeal of George’s followers, as a result of which the
label of single-tax theory has been a handicap to any pro-
posal for the differential classification of property tax rates.

But perhaps the greatest reason has been the fact that the
division of society into three “classes” has been an intellectual

and so much of the land is owned by entrepreneurs, industrial
corporations, farmers, and homeowners. '

Ricardo’s theory was by no means so abstract; the English
‘society of his day was actually divided in spirit not only be-
tween propertied and propertyless, but, among the propertied,
between landowners and the growing class of manufacturing
risktakers, The rivalry between the latter was acute, culmi-
‘nating in the victory. of the manufacturers in the reform of
Parliament and later in the Corn Laws (free trade).

Ricardo’s purpose was to favor the landowners by making
it appear that their economic position was not only superior-

premise, but reversed the ethical contlusion. But by the time
he had written his great work, landowners had largely. ceased
to be a separate caste. Probably it is the years of austerity in
crowded Britain which have built up the political pressure
behind the new town-and-country planning bill.




ISTIAN SCIENCE ]
ty in Helping Hanc

|\Extremists
Effect Neuw
HAmity Role

By Constantine Argyris
-Special Correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor
3 0 Athens

The Greek nation ‘is placing
high hopes in two international
events of first importance. One is
the arrival here of an American
| economic mission under Paul Por-
ter, former Price Administrator,
who will have the. rank of Am-
bassador. - -

The Communists have de-
nounced the mission as a sign of
foreign interference, but even
they concede that Greece’'s eco-
nomic salvation depends on help
from America. - |
 The mission has come in re-
sponse to a request by Prime Min-
ister Constantine Tsaldaris, made
some months ago. It will examine
the possibilities of reconstruction
and the needs of foreign assistance
and financial reorganization. -

U. N. Probe Group’s Task

‘The other event is the prospec-
tive arrival of the United Nations
Security Council Commission of
| Inquiry, which ‘is to investigate
| charges made by the Greek Gov-
ernment that Greece’s northern
neighbors in the Balkans were
argely responsible for the fighting
in the north. o !
It is the hope of the majority of

reek people that the U. N.
il promote

is con-.
| sidere ] of the main
~ | causes of un ‘and a prime
SRR | cause of trouble between factions
blés - | within the country. | |

~ s g

n Present Trou It is characteristic of the gen-.

5 T — | eral feeling that the Macedonian'
] Ve < TR g Army Corps Commander, the
‘ Lo ' S “fire-eating” General Ventiris, has
rlton c en S swung round to the view that the'

' e ;i " | main need 4is conciliation. |
o | An unceasing and intense back-

: R | - | stage activity among the parlia-'

it artlme 0 e mentary right wing and center

parties seems to reflect an iden-

i tical feeling. .

In Greek Area The Government has a delicate
p 2 i situation: to face when the Com-
mission of Inquiry arrives toward
By Reuters .~ . |the end of this month, It should |
London ha\:je no dfifﬁsciulty in producing
v i . . |evidence of Slav intervention in |
1 Ee.fense (;f .the _]ﬁrmSh acnontlri Greek affairs in the north. But it
aking part in the unsuccessiul| ;s 150 essential that the foreign
Greek campaign during the early | policy of Greece should be ex-
part of the war was included in an onerafed from any suggestion of

| account of air operations pub- [contributing to trouble abroad.
lished o ibe ofeiall However, the prospect of an
ished recently.in the official Lon- | and o the long delay in receiving
don Gazette, A American financial short-term as-
The report, compiled by Air |sistance, which had brought about'
Vice-Marshal J. H. D’Albiac, who | virtual® stoppage*'of the nation’s |
commanded the Royal Air Force | imports, is having a salutary ef-
in Greece from Nov, 6, 1940, until | fect. There is.an appreciable tend-
it was withdrawn, said that the e%%y of both Leftists and Right-

participation of British land forces | ists to bury some of their diffex-
-|in the Greek campaign was dic-|ences, Pressure of public opinion
tated entirely by political consid- | for an end to anarchy is having
erations, : its effe%t.:x itG e
' Decision Ju : ; Jommunist : Gestur
o 1 Sif ‘;l"“s“ﬁed' i As indicative of this trend,
We were fully aware of oUr| communist leaders for the first
weaknesses.both in the air and on | time are showing eagerness of
the ground,” Marshal D’Albiac | agreement, One may say that, at
said. “I' have heard the criticism g’?engvb:gug‘%ﬁ?cg?e‘:gfd{nf i:g vj
that under these conditions we tl?e'c%nﬁdence of Al Commur})ists:
should never have sent land forces | yicn 1o make sure that their sup-
to. Greece. I would like to say |, ters by laying down arms, will
without any hesitation and in the not lay themselves open to “re-
light of subsequent events, in my{, jcajc» The Rightists look for
opx}r:xon the g‘?.‘"s“’n made w“‘.ﬁ some reassurance that any settle-.
right one and in accordance With | ot will not involve far-reach-
th%besgtradltlﬁns of &fr racle. ing political and social changes.
n the one and,h e"& always | " 1¢ q;ch a formula could be dis-
was the chance that Germany |.,yered and proved capable of
would respect the neutrality of bringing Greece with credit
i Yug_oslaw.a and that the ac!vancmg through the difficult double inter-
ia:,:igsmdfes would be delayed, he | \o4ional test awaiting the coun-
| e ‘ Sy : e >
4| S 5 ; try, in the economic and foreign
On the other hand, if Yugo- |, itics fields, Greece once more

.| slavia threw in her lot with us, | - : ; =)
4 B | might find itself on the road to
which she eventually did, it Was | o pstantial recovery. :

reasonable to suppose that her sol- | "y ha heen of incalculable ﬂelp
_| diers, renowned for their fighting | ;1 tha country that. as the United
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EDWIN S. POTTER
ARDEN, DELAWARE

February 4, 1947
Dear Corny:

The enclosed clip from a recent nwiber of the Christian science
donitor, which has been coming to me a8 a Xumas gift from a friend, made
me thinlk of you and your meny friends in Fairhope (some of whom are also
my friends, I like to think) and it occurred to me -that younight like
to use it or some part of it with your owan cozmenf"fhtm%%mw -
British Labor governument is doing in this regard is surel;,f'}n the right
direction, it sceus to me. 4nd in case you want to get a really helpful
and illuminating view of that govermment, I recommend thet Jou have a
look at the article by Raymond Daniell in last Sunday's New York Times
ilagazine section.

We often think of you folks there in Fairhope, as part of our life
experience, and I like to watch the Cpurier as if it were a report from
“back howe”with wention of old friends aud famdliar names and places, @R
ould like to be remeumbered to any of them you msy meet. Our winsr Season
here has been for several weeks past marred by the quite serious illness
of lirs. Potter, but awm happy to say that she is now adssgst completely re-
covered and we are both in fine fettle as we face the wintry weather ahead

after the warm January spell. 2

Doth Amy and Lloyd, and children come to see us here often and we
are very coufortable in our old Arden home place in .the edge of the forest
and opposite the Arden public school campus. .In case you or any friends in
dairhope couwe north, we hope tlhey will give us a call.

Cordially yours,

Pt IR
Zdwin 5. Potter



LT .

October 20/41
lir,. Russell A, Powell
1722 taraval Street °*
San Franciscoy Calif,

Dear lMr., Russell:

" Please pardon my delay in replying to your letter of
the 9th. We are interestéd tohhear from you end appreciate

“your interest in Fairhope. I shall enclose some material and

shall send additlional matter under seperate cover. T a2lso
have your card now and am having & copy mede of my eddress
at Chicego and will try to enclose it but if not will send it
later. : ;

luch of the history of Fairhope you will find in
the Quarter Centennial Histopy I am sending you, The Colony
now holds tisle to less urban lend than it originally pur-
chased, since a considersble portion had to be taken for streets
and the portions which were get aside for public perks have
since been deeded to the munleipality for such purpose,

At the present the urban lands comprise about 327
acres on which most of Fairhope's population live and on
which most of the improvements are located and 1%t would be POS~
sible for the entire community to be on these 327 acres ‘withe
out overcrowding and have land left for urban &x ansion., Ure
ban residerts do not need nor desire large land holdings come
pactness within certaln limits offers many advantzges not avail-
able to the scatiered community, ‘

Falrhope's slze is necessarily limited by the econom-
gRE ic opportunitles available in this seciion but its growth
is steady and more than commensurate with the inprovement in
econcmic conditions, since many come here to live because of
the freedom of opportunity, though sc far as location is con- ,
cerned they might better. be located elsewhere. 4it the present
time many who work in liobile are coming here Eor homesites bee
cause of the speculative increase in rents in the locations

most convenkent for their homes.

~Just as it is immpractical at the present time for
this nation's present populaticn to fully use all the land with-
ih its borders so Fairhope hes land available and when we run
short we will prolably have a depression with its accompanying
deflation of land values which =111 emable us to secure title
to additicnal lands without‘the payment of too much unearned
increment to present owners. We still hopey however, that
a sufficient number will become informed so the plan will be
adopted by government and we offer Fairhope as a demonstra-

tion.



Your request for information on "taxes on residences
of various size" is not clear to me. Our corporation is not
concerned with the size of the residence its lessee occupies,
but with the size and location of the lot leased'to him and on
~ which he has an exclusivé and monopolistié claim, Residence
lots are generally 66 ft. front by 132 ft, déep and the annual
rent on such e lot varies from $1.86 to $115.92, the lesser fig-
ure being on a lot where the advantages of locaéion are almost
nil, and the latter on’'a lot having advanteges superior to any-
other in the community, These represent the two extremes and
I would say that the average annual rent én desirableé residence
lots of the above size ranges between $20,00 and $40,00.

“"Taxes™ are levied on residence and other improvements
by the state, county, school distriet and municipal government
as well on the personal property assessed by the lessees but
unless these coubined taxes have a total greater than the rent
pald on the lot they are no concern of the owner since they
are paid by the corporation froim the rent fund as previded in
- paragraph (3) of the leass¢eontract. v

Ground rent chazfes levied by the corporation this
year on its Ieased lands will be approximately 531,000.00 and
there wlll be additiocnal income from various sources such as
intérest or penalty on delinquent accounts, lease issuvance fees
($1,00), interest on investments and management of wileased
lands which will bring the income to some 3351000.00. The man-
agement. costs will be in the neighborhood of £3,500,00 for sal-
arles, office rent, printing, ete., taxes to be paid by the
corporation on its lands and on the proerties of its lessees
-will amcunt to some $23,000,00 or more and the balance will be
spent on public imyprovements such as street raving and side-
walk construction and maintenance and on civie services, 2

You will note that nobhe of the printed material sent
you is copyrighted and I assure you we will appreciate 211 fav-
orable’publieity which may result from your gtudy of the ma-
terial, I aprreciate that our plan may appear a little com-
plex to the unitiate and I shall be glad to 8ry and clear any
questions that may arise so please free to write me. I am wail-
ing a copy of the Courier and am having the S, F, Pacific News
rlaced on the exchange list, ,

Sincerdly y urs,

Secretary,



®

| RUSSELL A POWELL, £oman s Managen < Comuracia Business s Sesiac rainrine
SAN FRANCISCO PACIFIC NEWS
| PuBLISHING ¥ LeGaLAoveRTisiNg |

1722 TARAVAL 5T. OVERLAND 0160
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

October 9,1941

Fairhope 3ingle Tax Corp.
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

A short time ago a copy of the constitution
of your corporation, reprinted from the Fairhope
Courier 1940, was given to me,

Being a student of Henry George and editor
of the San Francisco Pacific News, a weekly paper
it is my desire to gather as much up-to-date
information as possible to diseminate.

If it is possible will you furnish me infor-
mation on the following subjects pertaining to
your corporation., Also will you enclose an author-
ity for me to reprint such information which will
be distributed free.

Subjects: Approximate size of the corporat-
ion when founded, it developemnet and approximate
size at present; Main Industrial or payroll main-
tenance; Taxes on residences of various size,

I would appreciate hearing from you at your
earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

Russell A. Powell










R. H. PRATT CoO.

OFFICE - HANOVER 2-7926 CONSULTING ENGINEERS R H. R Tr o
P A 4 C °
RESIDENCE MANHASSET 1527 EXPEDITERS OF MATERIAL PROCUREMENT
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
27 WILLIAM STREET
Business Agts. For

NEW YORK 5, N. Y. AMERICAN FLOATING UNIVERSITY INC.

March
1l6th
1946

Dr. A. A. Gaston

Fairhope

Alabama

Dear Doctor:

I much appreciate copy of your letter of Feb. 19th
to Mr. Wharton and am especially grateful for your
remembering me with the enclosure.

My absence from New York from Dec. 22nd to Feb. 26th

accounts for the delay in acknowledging your courteous

reponse to the inquiry,

With cordial personal regards to you and yours, I am
Sincerely,

B4, Pottr

R. H. Pratt

RHP: B



R. H. Pgatt Co.,
Consult ing Engineers
27 william gt .,

New Yyork 5, N. Y.

Mr. J. E. Gaston,
Gaston Motor Co.,
Fairhope, Ala.

pear JIM:
SUBJECT: Fairhope single Tax Corpn.

. Have heen missing the companionship of my old friends
gince the war stopped and read a book by the man whom I congider
one of the smartest. John P, Wharton - maybe kin to Kirby but
I doubt it.- who gtates that Henry George was the smartegt
phllogopher of all time or words to that effect. He goes furtaer
and gays that George's work was tops and that it is a plty his
teachings were mever tried out in aectual practice.

Well, I'm proud of my Fairhope contacts which extend
back to when I lived in Atlanta in 1914uand my 31 year old boy
was a baby and we used to drive &own to stay at the Colonial Inm
where I'd park the family - now all grown up- and go on about my
businegs for the Marine ygnderwriters.

8o I took pen in hand - this Country boy,and wrote the
bigshot a letter and asked him if he'd ever heard of Fairhope, AR
He comes right back and says no "Come on over to 61 Broadway and
tell him about it" or words to that effect,

Well Jim I'm Yack in the big town again - haven't
even had time to get my letterheads printed and already I'm
doing bdsiness - and prehaps will make money. o

so if it's not asking too much, isn't there gome prinsd
stuff about the Single Tax Colony and Henry @George that you can
shoot along to me go I can give Mr. Jolm F. Wharton - one of
the smartest Lawyers on Broadway,an earful about the good little
town of Falrhope, How's about a copy of the Town paper, telling
about the higtory of the charming little commun-itg - I'll make
the personal contact and Patrhope perhaps will gek some free

advertising. :

And Jim, let me know how your boy came out 1n the
gervice - is he back home yet? My Dick is still in the Philipphnes
and I need him badly right here. But he thinks he willl be home
in Mobile by Christmas and then he's coming on up here to piltch

in with me. 4
With very best regards to my old Fdirhope friends I am
Very sincerely yours, in the struggle,
The Book is - :
"Theory & Practice of : yra;t - (Remember Federal Hardware
4

R
Earning a Living" Z / -_Insurance?)

-Simon & Sehuster, N.Y.
Priz.;i.:ed in April '45,
11-agk the a.
, Author to send you a co -
and-Autosraphing 1t : ey



Blind copy to Jim Gaston,

R. H. Pratt go.
Congu t Engineery

g? '11 Btl »

ﬁ.‘ Vol‘k 5’ BQ Ii
Near ¥r. Wharton: Eo
~ Thenks, lots, for your graclous letier of
the 25th. I was in Hassashnigetis Thursday in persuit
of "mmg 8 Living® for myself,otherwies would tmm
‘auuouhd gooner that perhaps an Autogrephed copg of
your book Mructud 0  o==

J. 5, Caston,
gaston Motor Ce.,
mzrm. Alabama
would be most yattmuy appreciated, Jim gaston u an
old firiend ognm and I bellieve it was his faothor who was
& ronalw of ths teaching's of Heory george, In fact the-
Ol4 Man was one of the first Colonists and I belleve founded
the paper - The PAiiriope wewe or something like that.
Of course, if you put in the book that it
was gent at the request or suggesiion of one "pick Pratt" it
wouldn't meke me burst out in Tears. I belleve the results
would be interesting.

Then if you like bodlly comforts and have the
leigure you o uire of the waterman Steemship ¢o.,
Nobile, &l.u. yot your letter to g

; Er. Bdward A, Roberis - cmn-m of the Board
m mentioning my name, agking hin aboul the roIN? ClEan xoiol.

Parhape thig is a chore? But you'll lesrn -mthtng
abaut Henry George‘'s actual work..

John p, 'mm. E8q., s!.nnnly ymrs l.n the struggle,

€1 Proadw ,
New york 6, u, X, R, H Fratt.




April 11, 1953

iiss Nae Fresnall
Bay Minette, Alabama

Dear Miss Presnall:

I regret we do not have more detailed information concern-
our Single Tax Coleny at Fairhope. Our method of operation is
pretty well shown in the application for land and lease contract,
and copies of these forms are herewith enclosed.

You may know that the City of Fairhope does not and cannot
employ the single tax principle in providing public revenue. It
taxes all property that is assessed for tazation on the County
assessment records. Those in Fairhope who lease land fram the
Single Tax Colony pay the Colony an annual rent and the €olchy
pays the City, County and State the taxes they have levied upcn
the property belonging to the lessees.

Fairhope was founded by the Single Tax Cclonists on land
they pirchased. However their limited finacial means did nct
permit them to acquire but a few hundred acres, but the community
they began on their land stimulated the use of surrounding lands
and the present City of Fairhope embraces much more than the
land belonging to the Single Tax Colcny. However our application
of the single tax principle and its requirement that the holder
of land pay the Colony the annual use value of the land has re-
sulted in our land being the most highly developed. Also our
collection of this fund has enabled us to spend more for public
improvements in the area occupied by our land.

I am also mailing you a couple of pamphlets on the princi-
ple and I suggest that after you are through with them you give
all the material sent, to your school librarian so they will be
available for others. Wishing you every success and assuring
you I will be glad to help further if I may, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary




o

Bay Minette
Alabama :
April 8, 1953

Fairhope City Tax Collection
Fairhope, Ala.
Dear Sir

Would you send some information on Fairhope's

£

Single Tax System? As I am writing a paper

on this subject £8r Economics! Class I will

appreciate any material that you can send me.

¥enurs truly

]

T

(Miss) Mae Presnall






Sept 10, 1936

Mr. C. F. Preatridge
701 K. Liberty St.
Webb City, Missourl
Deaxr Sirs

On August 25 we made reply to

a letter from you addressed to the Falr-

_hope Courler, giving the informatlon,
I belleve, ier you asked for in your
letter o Sept. 5. If this letter'has
not been received by you, please drop
a line and I will send you a copy.

I do not know off any places
gpeciali,ing in board and room. Rooms

- - ean be had for very reasonable rateg

and we have good restaurants that serve
regular meals at as 11w as 25 cents
per meal. Hpplng this igformation
will be satidfactory, I am

Very truly yours,

CAG/mg
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June 7, 1951

¥r. B. W. Pritchard 8r.
523 14th Avenue
Paterson 4, K. J.

Dear M¥r. Pritchard:

I have your letter of June 4 and enclose a small folder
that will tell you some of Fairhope's attracticns, though by no
means all. I would urge that you pay us a visit befcre decid-
ing on a southern location.

: Fairhope was founded by people from the northern states
and they constitute a considerable number of cur present popu-
lation. BMany whe come here at first to spend thex winter months
heve later become year round residents. I shouls say that the
cost of living here is average, except that our climate greatly
reduces fuel costs in the winter and clothes need not be of as
great expense a?-where one must be protected from severe temp-
eratures. i
!

¥e have quite good restaurant service in clean comfort-
able guarters that are air-conditioned to keep them cocl in sum-
mer. In accomodations I feel sure Fairhope is above the average
of southern tgwns of its size. Also there are furnished roouws
available that are conveniently located with reference to the
business center. ‘ :

I ap enclosing some printed material concerning our
corperation that may interest you, or that you may care to pass
on. You might get more specific informaticn about accomcdations
and costs by writing the Fairhcpe Chamber of Commerce.

4

[ Very truly yours,

i Secretary













. July 2, 1940,

Mr., F. T, Hodgkiss, Bditor,
Progress,
ilelbourne, Australia,

Dear Editor:

I have been instructed by the Executive
Council of the Fairhope g&pgle Tax Corporation to
enter a subscription to Prfgress for the Fairhope
Public Liprary, and enclose herewith money order
for same. ' :
We wish to convey to you who are uphold-
ing the torch of economic rphtecusness our apprec-
iation of the work you are doing. We believe there
is particular value in the impressiveness of the
worldwide support of our philosophy and it is fob
this factor as well as for your individual presen-
tation that we value your publication and desire
its presence before our publiec.
s What a plty it is that your prophecy of
'eb. 1, 1940, that some day some country would put
into e}fect our principles of justice that must pree
cede peace among nations, could not have been ful-
filled before the catastrophe now threatening eive
ilization. I too am convinced that only one country
need demonstrate its efficiency to insure the close
following of all others.

I am sure that you will bLe pleased to

, know that it would appear that ouwr demonstration

here is becomlng more and more effective, but too
many are inclined to believe that our community is
Just naturally superior. It takes a broader dem-
onstration to carry convietion in the absence of
a general inclination to be analytical.

It seems a great pity that America like
the other democracies shouléd miss the bus now with
a great chance to lead the world to the only real
correction of the economic evils. Now it appears
that soclety rust endure another wrong way of core-
rection before the right way is found.

Very truly yours,‘

 Becretary,



Sept. 29, 1945 \

kr, John J, Miller, Editor-in-Chief \

Progress Guide, Pontiac Bldg.

Chicago 5, Illinois

Dear HEditor Miller: \
I am in receipt of your letter of Seﬁt. 27 and cony for the

article on Fairhope., MNr. Cassels has prepared a very good report

but I find a few things that might be changed, scme of which hoéwever

are of aittle importance. \

The first group that went to work on Fairhope land com- .
prised only about a score instead of ninety and the start was made
in mid-winter instead of the spring. It was January, 1895,

On page 3, paragraph 2 the example is incorrect. Any per-
son, e need not be & member, may apply, nct bid, for a lease to any
unused land, and if accepted, secure a 99 year lease. Bidding is re- |
sorted to only where more than one wants the same land. .It is in-
frequent. In paragrarh 3 page 3 the constitution is said to have
been drawn up in 1913, It was drawn up and adopted in 1894 and has
only had minor changes. g 5 ‘ \

On page 5 the inference is that land was purchased from
rent surpluses. This is not correct, the additicnal land was pur-
chased by the sale of additional membership certificates of $100 each,
by donations and by profit from property management, such as timber
sales, ete. All of the rent not needed to pay the expense of operaticn
has been expended for public improvements and public services. It is
now expected, however that the rent fund may make contributions to
the land funé. Also one can still rent land in Feirhope, though choice
of location is greatly reduced and all agricultursl lands are now
leased. Changes in lesseeship are frequent however since there is
active trade in improved leaseholds, each purchaser of an improved
leasehold getting a new lease to the land for 99 years.

On page 6 the population is reconed about 1500. . The 1940
census gives 1845 and war impetus has doubled that and so many want
to stay that it wculd appear we will have small shrinkage. Our li-
brarian informes we have 19,000 not 10,000 volumes.

I believe these comments cover any major criticisms There
is nothing seriously wrong as the article stands so I leave to ycur
Judgment the matter of change. I believe you are performing a great
service with your publication and I hope it may get the- suppert it
so richly desreves, - :

Hurriedly yours,




published by ‘Progress ‘Refearcﬁ (orporation
GLEN ELLYN ILLINOIS

reply to chicago office PROGRESS GUIDE
PONTIAC BLDG. CHICAGO 5 ILLINOIS

September 27, 1945

ATR MATL

Mr, C. A. Gaston
c¢/o Fairhope Courier
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

At long last we have succeeded in preparing what we
think is an interesting and, we hope, comprehensive article
on your Fairhope program,

We enclose a copy for your inspection.

Inesmuch as we are now at the point of getting this
copy to the printer, we would very much aporeciate your im-
medlate perusal of it. We enclose a self-addressed, air
mzil envelope and hope we may have your reply back by re-
turn mail if at all possible.

We appreciate the splendid work you are doing in

Fairhope and trust we can make a worthwhile contribution
to the cause by giving it this publicity.

Cordially yours,

& 2 : ] ) -:
w70/ M11er 2!
ditor-in-Chief

JIN/gg
Enecl,




EBR OOGRESS GUIDE
Pontiac Building
CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS

For Immediate Release

Five authors well known to Georgists are represented in the May
issue of PROGRESS GUIDE, now on sale at leading newsstands;

Salom Rizk has written a sequel to his "Americanization of
Salom Rizk," which appeared in the January issue. His article in the
current issue is entitled "Road to Freedom,"

Herbert T. Owens, member ofvthe Canadian War Administration and
editor of the Canadian Georgist pubiioation. has a trenchant article
that deals with the rising power of the Cooperative Qommonwealth

Federation of Canada, The article is called "Canada At The Oross-

roads," a
| Gosta Larssen, é}aduate of the New York Schod and author of the
Georgist novel "Revolt in Arcadia,” has the first short story that
FROBADSE GUEDD has sver pubiishied. It ie oalled "Frontier Imoident.®

Clayton C. Bauer, whose articles on land monopoly in Alaska and
Germany were eye-openers, has another shocker pén in "Japan is Vul-
nerable.”

Douglas J. J. Owen, well-known staliart of the United Committee
for Taxation of Land Values in England, presents the complex prob-
lems that Britain faces in her cumbsrsome postwar éocialist program,

Georgists should particularly watch for the editorials that ap-
pear each‘issuern the PROGRESS GUIDE back cover, They are straight-

from-the-shoulder fundamental economics, and while not always signed

they are written as a rule by John J. Miller, Editor in Chief.

<
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ARTICLES OF PERMANENT VALUE

reply to chicago office PROGRESS GUIDE

UIDE PONTIAC BLDG. CHICAGO 5 ILLINOIS
P

February 15, 1945.

: published by Progress Research (orporation
I r - SS GLEN ELLYN ILLINOIS _

Mr. C. A. Gaston

Secretary A

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr, Gaston:

This will introduce to you a good personal friend and &
capable writer, Mr. James Cassels. He is planning on seeing
you at your office some time within the next week or two,and
for the purpose of working up a story about the Falirhope com-
munity , about which we have been corresponding with you.

Our letter of December 12th covers the matter to some
extent, but in this we explained that we did not have, at the
time, an outside writer who could interview you on the subject.
Fortunately this situation no longer prevails, so we are anti-
cipating a thrilling accownt of what you have accomplished at
Fairhope, in order that we may spread the gospel to the rest
of the nation.

We now are printing more than 100,000 copies of PROGRESS
GUIDE monthly, and reaching a readership of perhaps three or
four times this number of people.

With appreciation of your kindness and cooperation in this
matter, we remain,

Cordially yours,

Jym/s ditorin-Chief,







‘Mch, 13, 1945 i}

Mr, John J. Miller, Editor-inéChief Wk
Progress Guide

Pontiac Building

Chicago 5, Illinois

Dear lir. Miller:

ie were pleased to have a visit from Mr James Cassels
and to furnish him with such material as he had time to review
during his too short visit here. We shall hope that it was ade=-
quate for him to write an instrustive article on our experiment,
or, as we are pleased to call it now, our demonstration.

We assured lir. Casssels that we would be glad to respond
to any queries he might care to make while preparing his article
but have heard no further from him. However it was our understand-
ing that he was extending his trip tec gather material for or other
subjects and we presume he is still so engaged.

We wish to express our appreciation for the attention
given us and tc assure you of our desire to cooperate, -

Very truly yours,

Secretary,




1
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published by Progress Research (orporation
l O r‘ SS GLEN ELLYN ILLINOIS
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reply to chicago gffice PROGRESS GUIDE

UIDE PONTIAC BLDG. CHICAGO 5 ILLINOIS

Vecember 12,1944,

Mr. C. A. Gaston

Secretary ¥ :
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

It was,indeed, kind of you to write us under date of Nov-
ember 24th and suggest that the record of Fairhope would well
serve as a basls of a story on sound economics.

We agree with you, and have been looking forward to the
pleasure of reading the Fairhope Courier which you say you are
sending us. For some reason, this has not reached the writer's
attention, and no one in the office seems to recall having seen
it, Would you be kind enough to send us another copy, end mark
it personal for me?

We have tried using some outside writers to dig into the
subject, such as you suggest, where the meterial is quite a dis-
tence from us, but so far we have not hed much success in so
doing. %“hat would be better would be for you to send us here
whatever material you have on hand which is descriptive of the.
strugglesy of the Fairhope community, as well as its accomplish-
ments, We here can do a research job on this material snd find,
no doubt, a story of great interest.

We might have to correspond back and forth. with you for cer-
tain things relative to some qguestions, but this we shall be
pleased to do.

When your letter reached us in May, 1943, we conferred with
Mr.Walker {as you suggested) who previously published the bulletin
entitled "Cause and Effect," but could not get enough additional
material from him to proceed with the story.

Naturally, it is a pleasure indeed to learn from you now

- that you can furnish us the proper basic material, and we shall

s



anticipate your doing so at an early date.

You may rest assured that we are going to continue to pub-
lish each month, one or more stories on economics.

Cordially yours,

ol

JIM/s
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J. P. MULKERN, Cir. Mgr.

PROGRESS DIGEST

BASED UPON INTERPRETATIONS OF RECENT DISCOVERIES AND

SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS CONTRIBUTING TO BETTER HEALTH,

BETTER LIVING AND MANY NEW COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
CIRCULATION OFFICES

542 South Dearborn Street Chicago, Illineis

May 27 1943

His Honor, The Mayor
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Sir:

We are informed that you have a rather unique system
of city administration, and a new method of financing service
rendered to your citizens.

Since we are much interested in this subject, we shall
appreciate any information you have to offer concerning it.
If you have any printed literature covering your system of
administration, we should be glad to have it.

If you have no objections to giving out this informa-
tion, we should like to know the per annum expense of your
administration, and what the break-down by departments is.,

Should we find in your story something we believe will
be of interest to the nation as a whole, PROGRESS GUIDE (for-
merly Progress Digest) will be glad to give it favorable pub-

licity.

Inclosed is a copy of our November issue, which contains
articles on Tax-Free Cities, which may be interest to you,

We shall look forward to hearing from you at your early
convenience.

Cordially yours,
PROGRESS RESEARCH CORPORATION

J Miller

JJM:m

Phone HARrison 3262




Dear Howard: o ;

: Here is my reply tox the letter you sent me a day or
so ago. I believe I have presented the matter in. a 1ittle dif-
ferent way than you may have seen it and I hope you'll take time
to consider it. I'm sure you will be interested in the compar-
ative figuees on page two. ; \

June 24 1943

?ro;ress Digest
42 South Dearborn 8t.

Chicago, Illinois '
: Att.s Mr. J. J. Millex

Dear Mr, Killer:

' Your letter of kay 27 addressed to the Mayor and the
November issue of your publicaticn Progress Digest were turned
over to me for reply by our liayor Howard Ruge. I am enclosi
a little folder The 8ingle Tax Colony at Fairhope, Ala,, whigg ;
will show you that the uniqueness of the Fairhope system 1is cone/ ~
ined to our corporation. The municipal govermment is limited
by constitutional and statuatory restrictions, but we believe
does benefit from the uniqueness of our plan,

- While it appears to me that we are very far arart as
‘to how to become tax Iree we do have in common the concept that :
that is attainable, It would appear to me that you are assuming
too much when you assume that the owners of the vacant lots you
propose to profitably develop would not charge the full economic
value of such development for their permission tc do so. When
public need requires that land be secured for air ports, army
camps, schools, ete. 1 haven't observed that land owners are
very generous in their consideration of the public need and wel-
fare. :

Certainly any individual payment to government that
is proporticnate to that individual's receipt of government ser-
vice should be collected and the cost of such service can not
in justice be charged to another, either in the form of taxes
or in the charge for services of goverrment operated utilities
or industries,. To benefit from public service, and we all do,
one must elther own land or bargain with some one who does,.
While land owners as such are required to pay only a small DOr-
tion of the cost and value of government service, in the form
of ad valorem taxes on land, special assessments, etc. they are
the primary recipients of ail government service, which they re-
sell xmxme at its full market value tc those who must bargain

with them, ;

i Land ownership or land tenure of some sort by individe
uals ies essential to free enterprise and since government serve

ice must reach the individual consumer through such owner is it

noy proper that the relationship of /land owners to government

!

/



should be the samé as that of produce brokers or all middle men
to producers? Should they not fay the full cost of production
and receive for its resale a fair profit or handling charge?
Is it not apparent that it is govermment's failure to ecollect o
the full cost of its service from those to whom it makes delivery
of such service that makes it necessary to demand that taxpayers
subsidize the maintenance of government service? o Shed
- It is impossible in a letter to give a comprehensive ~ ~ 4°

view of the financial results but I shall try to give you some
comparitive figures from the 1942 audit of the books of the lu-
nicipality and those of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation.
: . _The lunicipality, general and administrative fund only,

received frem the entire community, taxes (property), interest |
and penalties, dog taxes, beer taxes and permits, liquor store
profits, fines and costs,,pound feés, building permits, excise
taxes on financial insti%utions, sta{e and county gasoiine tax,
insurance company franchise taxes, and miscelleanous receipts
a total of $11,202,04, : s

The general and administrative department spent ‘for
salaries and pay rolls, supplies and expense, electriec power,
water and sewer service (for municipal use only), relief of needy,
auditing, legal expense and county board of heal%h service, a
total of $10,149,40., 1Includiéd in the foregoing is expense of ,
the police department, but it does not include the cost of street
maintenance, publiec property maintenance or fire protection,
these being paid for from a special fund supplied from 2 special
tax, the runicipality's share of the state and county automo- . PRse
bile taxes and license charges, special assessments, ete}:nVP e

v . . A e o .':’J_”“ .f.,-~ ve a

During the year 1942 the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
cocllected from its lessees in the form of rents on land only
$38,433,84 together with other items such as interest and pene
alty, fees, property management, etc. for a total of $41,057.38

- The adninistrative expenses for the same period were
for salarles, office rent, office supplies and expenses, prop-
erty maintenance, refunds and repayments $4,240.07. .

Out of the surplus. $26,660,20 was expended in the pay-
ment of state, county, school district and municipal taxes on
the land belonging to thé corporation and on the improvements
and personal property belonging to the lessees, the latter amounte
ing to $204139.87; $1,190.22 was contributed to thg p’@%ie 1i-
brary, the cemetery and cther eivi 1nte§estgaand 39456.16 was
spent in paving streets and aidewafkg. ‘he balance 1s invested
in U. 8. Bonds until such time @8 it can be spent in the inter-
est of the lessees, 14 :
‘t!‘.‘
¢
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To compare these figures fairly it must be stated
that not all of our corporation$ lands from which it-receives
‘rent are inside the munieipality of Fairhope, but it is true

.~ that approximately 90% of our receipts are from land within
~ the municipality and these lessees receive possibly more than
90% of the beneflits. 7 :

s Also it must be considered that our revenue comes from
only about one-fourth of the land within the municipal limits
and while some of it is $he most valuable its total value is
not 90% of the full value nor are 90% of the improvements and
residents on our lands. : :

: I hore you will find this of interest and that it
may give you a new view of the. public revenue problem and
means of its equitable solution. '

... in Suite 1217.at 127 North Dearborn St. in your city
you will find Mr. C, R, Walker who edits a monthly paper Cause
and Effect which is devoted to the principle that government
should derive its revenue from the sale of its service. I am
sure he would be glad to discuss the problem with you., Should

- you call on ¥r, Walker I will appreciate your showing him this
letter since it contains figures I believe would interest him,
If I can be of any further service please call on ne,

Very truly yours,

3 o : cecretary,
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Nov. 24, 1944

Mr, J. J. Niller, Editor
Progress Guide
Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill.

Dear Editor Miller:

At the instance of Mr. J, Rurert Mason, San Francisco, I
have read the November issue of your magazine, which I was able to
secure on the newstand here. I was particularly appreciative of the
article "Are We Keading Toward Statism?" by W. W. Newcomb, and the
fact that it received the wide circulation available through your
magazine, _

In locking over past correspondence I found that I replied
to a letter of enguiry you sent to the kayor of Fairhope liay 27, 1943.
I gave you rather extensive information cn our local effort to demon-
strate benefits to be derived from the Henry Gecrge proposal to collect
ground rent in lieu of taxes for public revenue. FPifty years ago
this month, Fairhope's founders arrived here and secured title to
what was locally considered to be the least desirable land on this
section of the Eastern Shore of Hobile Bay. Land both up and down
~ the shore was developed, with trading and community centers established,

ore of which was then the County Seat of Baldwin Cocunty.

As a demonstration of the superiocrity of our policy Faire
hope has become the largest town 1In the county, as well as the most
orderly and attractively developed and the most progressive, This has
been accomplished without community restrictions such as zoning or
other regulatory rules. The requirement that land holders(lessees)
pay the full rental value of the land, insures its proper use in the
great majority of cases, and prevents land speculaticn.

We are confident that Fairhope, at its present stage of
development, has great potential value as a demonstratiocn of sound
economics. If a competent economist and writer, who had general rec-
ognition in that field, cculd be interested in making a study of Faire
hope, I believe a very considerable contribution might be made toward
the accomplishment of plans and legislation that would solve the eco-
nomic problems that sorely beset the entire world. Under seperate
cover I am mailing yocu the Nov. 16 issue of the Fairhope Courier, in
which 1s printed an article on the Fiftieth Anniversary. With sin-
cere appreciation of the good work you are doing I am, :

Very tﬁuly yours,

'
J 1

§ecretary
Copy to !
J. Rupert MNason

\




July 14, 1941

Mr, Clifford°'H, Pruefer,
2314 19th St.; N: W.,
Washington, D, €.,

Dear 8ir:

: I hope you will excuse my delay in answering your let-
ter of May 26. I assure you the deleay was not due to lack of
interest in your enquiry or appreciation of your interecst, We
are interested in spreading information concerning the prine
ciples of Henrg Ceorge's teachings and do believe that our dome
onstration at Fairhope 1s worthy of study by all who mey bHe ine-
terested in seelfy our great country saved from the "new ecow-
nomie doctrines”, T, ' ; _

' While our eorperaticn dwns only about one-fourth the
land within the corporate lim!ts of Fairhope ulmost mm three=
fourths of the popu'ation live on our landg and practically all
the businesces are on lands leased from our ccrporation., The
saving to these of capital that would ordinarily have had to
be tied up inland titles has been available tc them for ime
provement of their sites or imvestment in their businesses
and this advantage is readily discerned. _
' Under ceperate cover 1 am sending you literature and
forms which I believe you will find interesting and inforuative
and I assure you we will Ve delighted tc have you visit and you
.mey be sure you will receive all the assistance we can give,
o How 1s e garticuiarly good time to observe the cone
trast. "hile neighboring Mobile with 1ts defense industries
is having new home construction restrained by increasing land
prices, sites in Fairhope are freely available and there 1s no
inclination to teke them dp-except Ly those who have ilmmedlete
plens to meke use of them. The obligation of lessees to pay the
full rentdl value to the corporation destroys the incentive to
ppeculate. The result of this is that unused land is availa-
ble for use and the corporation’s contract tc pay taxes for its
%asseea relleves Falrhope of the impeding influence of property
axes, :

I believe ycu can find in the Library of Congress a
small book entitled Enclaves of Beouomlc Rent, therc choul be
geversel velumes, In these you will £i5d reports on Fairhope
and on other somewhat similar colonies. I am convinced, howe
ever that our demonstretion et Fadirhope 18 along mwore practical
lines than are eny cf the others. ‘

I hoype ¥cur interest may not have’lagged ip this long
interim and that 1 shall hear more from you. ‘

Very truly yours,

Beeretary.
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"._ FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC WORKS

} STATE DIRECTOR

Montgomery , Alabama,
May 8, 1936,

PWA

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

s 67 A. G'aston,
Fairhope, Alabamg.

Dear Dr. Gaston:

We certainly do appreciate your help and cooperation
and the information sent to Mr, Geismer is just what we needed
to fill-in the missing links. He, I am sure, will write you in
a short time and express his gratitude for your trouble,

Having charge of some of the publicity for the FWA, I
have been assigned the task of writing the story on Fairhope --
and a nice one it is too. I wonder if you realize how interested
everyone seems to be in this lovely town of yours, and the story
will be incomplete unless we can have a picture of you and your
Father. Please, can't we have one? It will mean so much to everyone
concerned znd there are thousands of people who will be inférmed
of the changes that have occurred,in this story, as well as the
progress made, :

If you will just do this one more thing for us, I promise
not to bother you again. Hoping to have g favorable reply from you,
and with my thanks added for your kindness, I am,

Sincerely,

éjwwp

Excelle Reynolds :
Publicity. :






FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC WORKS

STATE DIRECTOR

Montgomery, Alabama,

May 15, 1936.

Dr. C., A. Gaston, IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

Fairhope, Alabsma.
My Dear Dr. Gaston:

It really was very thoughtless not to put "Miss"
in front of my name, which happens to be a very peruliar one.
We had a good laugh and I have gotten a lot of kidding -- all
in fun. But Dr. Gaston, meet Miss Excelle Reynoldsd I hope
some time in the near future I can shake your hand personally
and meet that grand personality, your Father.

This letter is to ask you to do just one more thing
for me. You have done so much already and it sounds trite to
Just say a mere "thank you", but the story is being released
to the Birmingham News and the Mobile Paper (Register) I think,
on the 24, The United Press is giving it to some other parers
so will need another picture like the one sent of your father,
and two copies of the enclosed one (glazed}] which Mayor Ruge
sent. Also another picture of the Town of Fairhope in 1296, that
you sent. Do you have any others you could get to me before
Wednesday of this week. I was afraid that the small one of
Fairhope in its begihning you would want sent back. Could you
persuade Mayor Ruge to let us have his for this story. I am
sending this Special Delivery, and if you can get these back to
me by the first part of the week, will certainly be grateful.

I do hope that I have done justice to your Town and
the things that are near and dear to the people there. If, when
you read the story there are discrepancies, will you call it to
my attention? Also please let me imow if you like it and enjoyed
reading it.

Very sincerely

6ot ‘:"'"@ e le

(Miss) Excelle Reynolds.









Hartselle, £1la,
June 8, 1938

Mr. E,B. Gaston
vairhope Courler
Fairhope, Ala.,

Dear Sir:

I wish some informatiol in regard %o your cingle Tax colony, but
firet please allow me o sntroduce myself. I am the daughter of C.R,
Walker, formerly editer of the Hartselle Enterprise. You and my fathe
have always had sc uwany things in common that the members of his family
J feel that they are personal friends of yours. Belng reared by a de-
5 ciple of Henry George T naturally have been intepeafed in the experimedT
* at Fel rhope, but 1% was not until I read an article in yesterday's
Birminghan yews that I thought the colony could possibly beneilt wme.

For the past three years uy husbend and I have besa in rather dis-
tressing clrcumstances and lately we have becoume quitve despondent, &
mood which I consider dangsrous. My husband lost his buisness, a line
of motor %trucks, and since that 4ime we have been unabke to get vack
on our feet. The jébs he has been forced to take offer ho future and
pay s¢ little that we can never hope to save enough for & fresh start.
After reading the Falrhope article in yesterdays' paper 1 thought per-
haps there would be & chance for ua. We know practically nojhing
about farming but are still young encugh to learn. We have suffered
so much privation the rast few years that some more, with anything
like a bright future in view, would not matier.

We are not paupers, Mr. gesicn, neither dc we expect to have any-
thing given te us, we only want & chance to make & living and build
s home for our three year cld bvoy. Any assistance, Egsxecure We ex-
pect to repay in full. If you have any literature, 'or if you can give
me some information regarding the coleony and our chances there we
would appreciate it very mach e

" Did you know that my father and mother aneg at your Mr. Stewart's
Stewarthaven®"

L Assuring ycu that any information you may send us will be grate-
ully a

| ccepted, I am,
, ‘m,o_@kujgiti Yours very truly




Mar. 13, 1954

Mr. Lawson Purdy
76 Murray Avenue
Port Washington, N. Yq

Dear lir. Purdy:

Your note of February 9 addressed to my sister, lrs.
Crawford was handed to me for reply. Since 1544 we have been
publishing the annual reports of the secretary and treasurer
and I delayed my reply until the latest report, 1953, could be
had so we could bring you up to date. Believing you might also
be interested in reviewing the progress since 1944 I am sending
the other reports from that year on under separate cover.

Fairhepets 1950 population sccording to the Federal
census was 3,354 a gain of almost 32% over our 1940 population
of 1,845. There is no accurate means of dectermining how many
reside on Colony leaseholds but well over 607 of the residence
properties are on Colony land., This percentage must drop each
year due tc the fact that the Colony is not acquiring new land
and that which it has will some day become as fully developed
as is desirable.

Practically all of our lané that is available for
suitable use is leased. We do have some lands that are being
withheld from lease until they can be suitably prepared for use
but we are practically scraping the barrel now, Not all of the
land under lease is fully used but the amount of such leased
- land is steadily being reduced. A4s you will note in the reports

we aim to increase the rental charges as demand for the land ine
ereases and such increases tend to force idle land or partially
- idie land into proper use.

, It is very good to hear from you and we would be pleased
to have you and Mrs. Purdy pay us another wvisit.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary



















: June 3, 1940,
ir, Lawson Purdy
790 Riverside Drive,
New York, N, Y.,

Dear lMr, Purdy:

: In reply to your letter to the Courier, May 30
I find that you do not have corréctly listed the Fair-
hope and Bay liinette populations., You will note in this
past week's lssue of the Courier report cn the 19§gxgount
and its comparison with the 1930 count. For your orma-
tion I give a more extended report fmumy giving all the
official records there are concerning Fairhope since 1910
was the first federal census after Fairhope became an ine-
corporated town.

Pay lMinett 13%8 %838 %?i? %920
Pay lMinette
r'ai'rho’ée 590 853 1549 1533

You will note that frmm 1910 to 1920 the two
towns maintained almost the same rate of growth, while in
the interval between 1920 and 1930 Fairhope's rate was al-
most double that of Bay Minetterand in the past decade
Fairhope's growth has been & little more than 47 more rap-
id than that of Bay liinette. I am not certain as to the
cause of the rapid growth between 1920 and 1930 but sur-
mise that a factor was the boom periocd whic led quite a
number of people to believe that their investment incomes
warranted retirement from active work and they came here
where there was an exceptionally desirable comminity life
and an unequaled economy in establishing a home, You know
what happened to many of themj also it was a pericd of great
increase in auto travel and Fairhope was the main eastern
shore point in east to west travel by ferriage across lMo-
bile bay. :

. These faciors have ceased to exist., NMany had to
give up their plans of retirement, sell out and go back to
their jobs. A bridge has been bullt to care for the auto
travel and the main road is some miles to the north of
Fairhope. Still Fairhope grows and I feel that its superior
growth can be attributed to nothing but its more favorable
economic advantages of free land and relief from burdensome
advalorem taxes and the greater amount of public revenue a-
vallable for publie imyrovements.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of
"Highlights and Highways of Baldwin" and wish to call your
attention to Bay Mlnette's superior industrial, agriculture
al and transportatiocn advantages; also to other towns #n the



A

county., Fairhope is now on no through traveled road, though
we have good roads connecting us with all parts of the coun-
ty. Falrhope's physical location on t e bay 1s a disad-
vantage to development as a trading center, its trade area
belng semleircularvrather than cirecular. iack of effici-
ent transportation facilities makes our site unsuitable for
most industries and even cuf attractive water front is ex-
celled by neighboring towns, -

With regard to the sanitation rating I do not know
Just wherein Fairhope may be at fault but suspeet that a fac-
tor may be that the municipal -government's failure %o pass
what they considered to be an unnessarlly rigid milk ordi-
nance may have been a factor. ‘

Uy sister lrs, Crawford, editor of the Courier
handed me your letter, hence my reply. With appreciation
of your interest and assurance that I shall be glad to re-
ply to further enguiry I am,

Very truly yours,

Becretary.
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NATIONAL COMLITWEE 20B FROLIE'S RIGHTS
el Clark Bldg. FOR ILLIEDIATE RELEASE
Birmingham, Ala.

Joseph S. Gelders, Sovthein Represeatative
REPORT OF THE DELEGATION TO TUPELO TO INVESTIGATE COX PLOGGING

Prom Newspaper dispatches we were informed of an alleged kid-
napping and flogging of Charles I'. Cox, & labor union meisber of
Tupelo, iiss. At the instigation of the Southern office of The
National Committee for People's Rights a group went to Tunelo on
April 19, to investigate this @allegcd violation of Civil wnd labor
rights. The group consisted of: Dr. Gordon McCloskecy, Prof. of
Sociclogy et Alabam@ Collecge, Montcvallo, Ala., LeRoy Coopecx Milner,
Repregentative of the Amcrican Leaguc for Peacc and Democracy,
Zllen Quinn and Joseph S. Geclders, Southcru Represcntative of the
Netioncl Committce for Pcople's Rightse.

Whilec in Tupelo we interviewed Ur. Cox, Mr, Hollis Nichols,
an cycwitncss of the kidnapping, Kiss Sarah Pottecr, Organizer for
the I.L.G.W.U. and scveral othcx citizens of Tupclo. We attempt-
¢d at various times during the cuntire day to get in touch with
the Sheriff or some reprcseuntative of his officc, and with the
Police Depte. We were told simply that they were oute.

On the basis of this prelimiuery iavestigation we reached
the following conclusions:

1. Phat the kidnoppiang aud flogging of Cox actually teok
placc as rcported in thc ncwspapers:; that this attack on Cox was
the result -off dabor agtivitiesy and ‘that thore has definitely beecn
& violetion of eieill rights,

We egtaplighed thet there hod becn 12 men in the gnang which
kidnappcd ond flogged Coxe. Cox was z2rabbecd from the strect and
forccd into & car, where hcld in o erouching position, he wos
driven 12 miles into the country. He woe threntcncd with death
and his asscilants went so far ns to tie o rope around his neck and
conncct the other cnd to cn automobile bumpcr. When one of %he
crowd began to argue sgainst the brutal plot, it woas given up
with the statement by one that "All right, we'll just beat hell
out of him". They stripped Cox of his clothecs, scveral men held
him over 2 stump whilec others beat him with the bueklc-ecnd of thei:
belts. Iive days atfter the incidcnt, we were still able to sce
the cvidenccs of that beating in lacerations, ond bruises about
yhier bodz oF " Cegy :

2. That cvidence in our possession, if substantiated by o
more rigoerous ihvestigation,:indilcates that this eriminsl ottoek
on Cox was dcsigned to prevent him from eppcaring as a2 witncss
ageinst certain mill owners in cases now pecnding bcforec the INIEB.

Se Dhet Coxiis in dasnger of hisg life, with the result that
he kas had to go into hidimg; thot loonl law cnforcement.: - v %
have notiyattempbed o provids Cox wibh protection, and that this

hedl. &



the prosceubion 9¢ guilty perticse It wos obwicus teé us that
SR or conla) oppadn Marein %o swear out warrants and to identi-
Ty bis cosallenls, thalbe tkc proscculiion 5t Uhe "gar il GUwan i SsCEE0 >
sidernbly helped. We were reliably informed vhat when Cox asked
Devnty Sherifs 0.0 frapo for the protcetion which would make this
possikble, Trapp rcp"Lui "oz cannot furnish you with the protect-
ion yon nced. Yoo will be killed herc and thcrc is nothing we

can do alcut it." As stated before we were unable to rcach the
Sheriff or Decputies for vecrification of thesc statemcnts.

failure on the part of tre nuthoritics has created obstacles to
the
in

4., That thc loeal lew enforcement officers, including both
the Shcriff's office and the police department, have becn remiss
in their sworn duty tu uphold the constltutlon and thce law, as
indicated by thc following:

(2) On the morning of the kidnapping both the sheriff and -
the chief of police werc out of town and their osfficcs were cmpty.
Nichols, an eycwitness to the kidnapping, stated that much valu-
able timec c¢lapsed between the time of the kidnapping and the
appearance of low enforcement officers in thcir office, giving
ample timc for the kidnappers to complete thcir crime and escapc.

(b) Bven without the completc testimony of Ceox, the auth-
oritics arc in posscssion of, or know where to get, evidcnce suff-
icient for the indictment of some fo the criminals. However,
they have not moved in this dircction.

(¢) Nor have they made any call on the Governor for aid
in guerantecing to Cox the protection which Deputy Sheriff Trapp
stakces cannot . be gunrantccd to Cox by:loeael forcess,

On the tasis of our inveghbigation we belicve that the matter
woarrants a thorough lﬂVCotLF‘tlJu by Govecrror Hugh White of Miss-
issippi, by the Noticnal ILebor Relovions Board, and by the La-
Follette Commitlec.

Regpectfully submitted:

Joseph S. Gcldcrs, Chairman of the Committce
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Sent Literature January 8th, 1937
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