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Mrg. E.E.Radcliff,
310 South Georgia Ave.,
Mobile, Alabama.

Dear Madami-

your= of 18th at hand. It would be quite agresa-
ble to us to have you assume the payment of the back and ace
eruing rent of your son, R.H.Radcliff on the lot heé holds
under leage from this corporation.

Ie it your and his idea that he should transfer the
lease to you or leave it in his name® The lot is lot 4, blk.
14, div. 2. <

Our treasurer's books show the back rent accrued to
#156.23, (which would carry it to Jan. 1) 1936. The annual
rent is at present rating, $48.48.

As I wrote your son he appe-re to be in posseés-ion
of a receipt for s tate and county taxes applicahle on rent
and I en-losed him a statement of taxee dxa past due to the
town of Fairhope, the rec-ipts for which when paid wou 'd alike
ve Huweapp licable on rent-with the taXquor 1835 due very soon.

If you will pay #20 am in money by October first on
and the receipt for teoxes which your gon has already paid,
we will give you 4 trial on the monthly payment plan.

In regard to the paving the estimated cpst "on each
side of the street 1s 39 cents per running fron,fhalf to be
added to the lesses' rent, and half to be assumed by the Col-
ony corporation

The Radcliff zemx lot is 88 ft front.

Agguming for covenience in figuring, that the charge
to the lessee would be 20 cents that would be only £13,30
and that tb be spread ower ten years, or only £1.32 a ye-r,
with interest =dded after the first year. Very cheap paving.

2
_ Anticip ting & call or commnic tion from you anodt
Oct. lst. :

&Z;&— bt o B R Brussernet Yourse very truly
CaLl on wmme Form sreatiscclione FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION,

i,

By

S¢cretarys
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. July 30, 1935.

R.H.Radecliffe,
Foot of Palmetto St.,
Mobile, Ala.

Dear 8ir:=

Congideration hng e n given by our Executive
Council to your rent account, which has not been brought
up to date in years and now asounts to #154.99 between
three and four times the annual charge and I am instruct-
to advise you that unless the approimate balance |is
paid within thirty davs, the Council will deem itself justi
fied in putting the improve ents up for sale,to secure
the delinguent rent, sfter anexsaxxwze ten days notice by
gne advertigement in the loc:l vaver, s provided by your

=age.

You have be n advis=d of vour taxes due to the
State and Countyin amountpf of #43.08, with additional
cost accruing if not paid by August lst; and I am also
informed by the Town Clerk, that_your §g~n taxes are three
years in arrears, =mounting in all to %17. ~

Theses must be attendsd to at once.

Yours very truly,

Secretary.




R. B. RADCLUIFF, PREs. P. E. CHALIFOUX, Vice-PREs. L. WORTHY, SECRETARY

RAIDCILIFF CRAVEL CO., INc.

SAND, GRAVEL AND READY MIXED CONCRETE
HONE OFFICE
Dr-:x:-x-:g 2064 TOW BOATS, DERRICKS AND DREDGING FOOT PALMETTO STREET

MOBRILE, ALA., Sept, 4th 1935,

Mr. E.B ., Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax “orporation,
Fairhops,Alabama.

Dear Mp.Gastongs

With reference to rentals due on my
property in Fairhope, according to your let’er of
July 20th, there was a balance due then of $154.99,
due to business conditions I am not now nor have been
able to retire this and would appreciate your advis-
ing if this could be paild in installments and if so
how much the monthly payments would be, if this can be
arranged, I beliesve I will be able to pay it up that
way.

Assuring you that 4 appreciate the many

favors you have extended to me in this matter and -
trusting that I can retire it soon, I am

Yours truly,

= A

RER =
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Sept. 6, 1835

i Foot of Palmetto St.,
‘ Mobile, Ala.

Dear Mr. Radeliffi-~

Your latter of 4th suggesting tht you be given
opportunity to catch up with your delinquent rent by month-
ly payments, duly recelvad.

\ In reply would say there ig a disposition of the

\ Colony officers to so =ccommodate you, but there is also
ag you musgt appreciate a reomrd on your part or failure to

\ meet agreements, +hich gives little encouragement of a

\ different course in the future. For antunca, we have be~n
at p2ins in past yesars to sec that you got the benefit of
the Colony's volicy of zllowing tax receipts to be avplied
on rentg; but you have now in vour poseesseion a receipt
for 1834 S8tate andi County taxes, good on rent for its face
--~legs fees and interest; snd I have consulted the Town
Clerk, who h 8 rendered me 2 gtatement of delinguest
town taxes whih I encle

I have consugted our treagurer, who agrees with m
that if & dwn taxes were prid Aduring this month and the
ceipts for, h the St te =~n? county receipt which you
have, apnlie& on the accrued runt, we would be willing to
auuant £30 a month on the balance, beginning with Oct 1,
otherwige we would have %o nrwc 4 te colleotion Yy sale
£ of the improvemnts, which we vould very much regret to do.

We shall expect an early reply.
Yours very truly,
FATRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORP.

™

3y

Sacretry.

e T o
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March 9, 1944 e

kr. Joseph.M. Ray ;
Bureau of Public Administration

University of Alabama

Dear Kr. Ray:

Your enquiry of March 2 was handed to me for reply,
Mr, Ychn, our Town Clerk, noting that your enguiry concerned
our practice of raising public revenue rather than that of the
Townc 4 g

Fairhope began its life as an Alabama community in -
January 1895 when a small group of people, inspired by the ec-
onomic philosophy of Henry George, began éo build homes on
135 acres of land they had just purchased here on the eastern
shore of lobile Bay. , :

The site lay about midway between two coﬁmunities,

. 01d at that time, Battles on the south and Montrose on the north
"each about 2% mife

s distant, with the founders being housed :

at the former while building their homes. The land was totally
undeveloped and covered by young pines of no commercial or use
value except for fire wood the tract was platted for a town

site together with some additional land that was shortly acquired,
liberal suitable areas being set aside for public use for parks.

The land was owned by the community, a corporation,

incorporated under the laws of the state of Iowa, the origin of

the nucleus of the founding grouf. This corperation was called
the Fairhope Industrial Association. The colony community later
incorporated as the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, under laws
of this state, and etill exists as such, and holds title to all
lands purchased by the colony group, leasing them to members

and others on a lease contract which provides among other things
that the lessee shal pay to the corporation the annual rental

value of the land so held. Leases are for 99 years but may be

transferred or surrendered.

The rent is the economic rent which we interpret to
be the natural endowment value as well as the value resulting
from community activities and planning. Individual occupancy
of land is a monopoly privilege to secure the sole advantages

‘of our common heritage, the natural qualities with which the

site is endowed and the social, political, industrial and com-
mercial opportunities ‘available to the occupant, but which re-
sult from the common activities of all the people. These val-
ues, since they are a part of our common heritage and the re- :



ward for our common effort must, in equity, be paid into the
common treasury and used to defray our common expense of gov-
ernment and community services.

By 1968 the colony lessees and thcse who had settied
on the adjoining lands petitioned to have Failrhope incorporated
as a municipality., While the colony land constitutes the ma jor
part of the center of the community the colony holds title to
only about one-fourth @some 327 acres) of the total area with-
in the municipal corporation. However very nearly all the bus-
iness institutions and probably more than two-thirds of the
residences are on colony land, muel of the other land being
unimproved and undeveloped.,

The price paid by the colony for its land inside the
Iown ranged from §1.25 an acre to about $6.00 an acre in 1895.
This, the fiftieth year, the rent mm due the corporation from
its iessees on this 327 acresy a sizable portion of which is
unleased, amounts to $30,763.&4. Out of these rent collections
the corporation (colony) pays municipal and state and county
taxes on the land and on the improvements and personal property
of its lessees, pays the cost of street paving and sidewalks,
provides the building for Fairhope's public library and makes
a monthly appropriation used in the cost of operation and makes
cash contributions to schools and civic bodies and this year
is paying a Federal income tax of $2,696,52 and a State income
$ta}sz of $255.95, as well as paying a Federal Corporation tax of
22 .000 : ' e

Advantages to the lessees are that they need pay no
purchase price for land, though they are obliged to pay for items
cf value that may exist on the land applied for, such as the
commercial or landscape value of trees, clearing, etc. y and
having the rent they pay for the exclusive privilege of using
the land used to pay the taxes levied op the land and on their
own improvements and personal property as well as for public,
lmprovements and public services in which they share equally
with all others.

should the government, the grantor of all land tilles,
establish thé€ rental levy as applied by the colony,; as a condi-
tion of retention of title, all -taxes on improvements and rer-
sonal property could be abolished as could tariff and excise
taxes levied for revenue, internal revenue taxes, except as
deemed desirable for regulatory purpeses, income taxes and busi-
ness and provessiocnal license levies. I have in mind, of course,
normal times, the cost of war and other disasters might have to
be met even 5y levies on individually owned capital and other
private property,,though such levies might also be related to
and propotioned ﬁ the economic rent of land., While the effect
of government ccllection of the full economic rent would be
to destroy the selling value of land, the concurrent abolition
of taxes would be {o so greatly enhance its use value as to
benefit all land owners willing to work and use the land,



In addition to the colony's land within the municipal
limits it owns some 3500 dcres of country land, all of which is
now leased at an annual rental for 1944 of $4,052. In addition
we have some fifty acres of land, a portion of a subdivision
Just outside the muniwipal limits, about one-third of which is
leased to various lessees at an annual rental for 1944 of $301.14.

Fairhope, though it is one of the younger towns of this
county and less advantageously located than socme others has be-
come the largest town in the county and is recognized by all to
be the most progressive and most attractive.

I am sending you a copy of the Fairhope Ccurier, our
local paper, carrying our finaneial report for 1943 and a copy .
carrying the annual audit of the Municipality of Fairhope, I en-
close a copy of our application and lease form and our consti-
tution and if I find enything further I believe you will be in-
terested in will send it under separate cover., I shall be glad
to hear further from you and if you find it convenient to do so
- I would like you to make this letter and the material available
to the University's department of economics. ; A

Very truly yours,

Secretary.,



UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION March 2 5 1844

by

gity Clerk
Fairhope, Alabama

Pe e S

I have heard some reference %ﬁ a special
tax system which you have in Fairhope. It was

o/
mentioned to me as the "one way colony tax
system."

I would like very much to have any infor-
mation you could ,ive me regarding your system.

Sincerely j%ifs,




UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA

i April 8, 1944

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

lr. E. A. Gaston, Secretary
Fairhope Civil Tax Corporstion
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear lr. Gaston:

I am very much interested in your single
tax colony end I am deeply sppreciative of the
information which you sent me last month con-
cerning it. The information which you sent
amply serves my need.

Sinecerely youﬁ%

>

Joséph M.k§§;417

JVR/w z‘




Dear Friendsg

Feeling sure that you will be interestet) in its aims, the Fairhope Recrea=
tion Council directs me to prepare for you a report of our organization meeting
held at the Public School Auditorium, February le

Mindful, in these times, of the pressing need for providing wholesome ene
tertainmment for Fairhope's children of high school age, some twenty parents and
toachers of the community met to form the above organization which it is hoped
may supply the means for rolieving the meed and your organlzatlon is asked to
lond its full support,

At a later dato a mooting will be called, for the primary purposc of sdidete
ing a citizenst! advisory board, You and othor organizations in the community
will be invited to have a roprosonative dp réprosonbtdiveéssidbtattoddmnce at this
moeting to participate in the scloction of the board momberse It is hoped that
you will give immediato consideration to tho appointment of your reprosenatives
and to advise our socretary who thoy are, :

-

Crodit for initiating this movemont must be givon to Miss MoCoyj 8th grade
toacher in thc public school, Miss McCoy talkod the mattor ovor with other
teachors, with Mr, Bonnott, and with paronts and oxtondod the invitation to those
who attondod tho organization mocting, also acting as chaifman tomporarlys Mr,
Bennett sccurod agreement from the local board and from county Superintendefit
Tharp to waive, for the duration of the war, the rule barring the use of tho-
school buildings for dancing,

The officers sclected at the meeting are: Chairman, Mrs, Walter Forster:
co=ghairmen, Mrs Cs A, Edmundson; seetrctary, Mrs. Ce As Gastonj troasurer, Mrs,
Honry Bishopj Publie School Prinmgipsl, James I, Bennett, will eonstitute the
executiv® board,

Fhe first p_m.-w'wilx be held im the high school suditorium mext week under
the supervision of a commitige composed ofs Mrse Ry Do Metzger, Mrs, Marvin
Nichols, Mrs, LaVigne Berglin and Dr, Frank Warren.

Feoling surc of your interest and requesting your oarliest poss:Lble conside
eration and a prompt reply, Iam

Sincerely,

Vs 2 94 ﬁ\ woller, Ba
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TELEPHONE WABASH 0640 i

GEO. E. REDFIELD e BT
INSURANCE
16&s wesr JAcksoN souLevarp 00m 960
CHICAGO, ILL.

April 22, 1940

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Dr., C. A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Dr. Gaston:

This will acknowledge receipt of your favor
of April 16, 1940, enclosing copy of Lease to Lot A, Block 4,
division 2 of the land of Lessor in the Town of Fairhope, Alabama,
together with copy of application land, signed by Mrs. Redfield
and myself,

On March 19th I gave you my check for $15.49
as one half year rent for said lot.

I note that rent is due for payment January 1lst
and July 1st and wish you would inform me what date my next payment
will become due, and the amount of same,

Please also inform me whether you mail bills
for each rental date, or expect me to do the remitting without a
reminder from your office.

Thanking you and with kind regards, I am

Vieny  truly S v.otrs,

Geo. E. Redfield @

GER-E
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J. HERBERT MEIGHAN ALBERT M. RAINS
MAYOR OF GADSDEN CITY ATTORNEY, GADSDEN

LEGAL ADVISER

THE ALABAMA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MRe Co Ao GASTON, EDITOR
FA1 RHOPE COURIER
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

DEAR FRIEND GASTONS

I AM IN RECEIPT OF THE COPY OF JUNE |0 1SSUE OF THE

COURIER, AS WELL AS A COPY OF YOUR LETTER OF JUNE 1 TO EOUTHERN
CITY. | FIND BOTH MOST INTERESTING. |T CERTAINLY SEEMS TO ME

THAT THE FA{RHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION HAS DONE A SPLENDID

JOB OF MAKING A DEFINITE AND WORTHWHILE CONTRIBUTION TO THE

LASTING GOOD THAT THE LOCAL GOVERNMENY 1S DOING FOR I TS POPULATION,.
| AM GREATLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT YOU HAVE TO SAY WITH REFERENCE

TO YOUR FAX SYSTEM. AT SOME EARLY TIME, | PLAN TO SPEND TWO OR
THREE DAYS IN YOUR CITY AND | THINK THAT | SHALL USE THAT TIME TO
COMPILE SUCH INFORMATION AS MAY BE USED IN WRITING A SPECIAL
ARTICLE FOR SOUTHERN CITY ON YOUR SYSTEM OF TAXATION.

WiTH WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS, | aAm

CORDIALLY YOURS,

(O L-

EDRESREND
EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR

EER&R
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN —MMMM— —  VICE CHAIRMAN
J. HERBERT MEIGHAN, GADSDEN MAYOR N. C. FLOYD, DEMOPOLIS
W. B. MAHAN J. G. KRAMER
MAYOR, RUSSELLVILLE CITY CLERK, CULLMAN
BOWEN W. SIMMONS G. D. HALSTEAD ED SANFORD
CITY CLERK, OPP CITY ATTORNEY, HEADLAND MAYOR. WETUMPKA
J. FRANK LIVINGSTON DR. E. H. COUCH JOHN G. BURTON
COMMISSIONER, TUSCALOOSA MAYOR, GUNTERSVILLE MAYOR, JASPER
JOHN B. BENSON W. COOPER GREEN LUCIEN P. BURNS

COUNCILMAN, SCOTTSBORO MAYOR, BIRMINGHAM MAYOR, SELMA



May 6, 1937

Mr. T. reid
42 South lMcLean
Memphis, Tenn.

Dear 8ir:

Agriculture in gouth Baldwin County is
given over very largely to truck crops and to dairy-
ing. Fairhope is within five miles of what ig ré=
puted to be the best land in Baldwin Couaty. Our
town has many unusual attractions and ig the larg-
est in Baldwin County. By callingz at the L. & N.
railroad office you should be able to get a late
issue of"The Southland.®

Your com unicat ion was handed to me by
the Mayor of Fairhope and I wigh to call to your
attention the literature of the Fairhope Single
Tax Corporatiom which I am sending. Our corpore-
tion owne a considerable area within the town
and more than 3000 ac:;es in the surrounding country.
We do not gell land but leage it on a 99 year
lease contract, subject to transfer by the lessee.
Our proposition is particularly attractive to all
who wigh to enter into active production of agri-
culturel and other comroditiesg, no invegtment in
lnd being necessary all of one's capital can be
uged in the making of improvements and in the

active production.
I shall be glad to gerve you in any way

I can and ghould you come to Baldwin County I hope
you will pay me a vigit before deciding on a

locgtion.
Very truly yours,

CAG/mg






June 24, 1940,

Remington Rand Ine.,
465 Washington St.,
Buffalo, N, ¥, :
: Ret Invoice No., 620-5793
Dear Sarss :

; On June 14 I mailed a check for the mae
chine to your office at lobile and wrote as fol-
lows: :

Dear lr, Lowe:

I had expected that you would send me
word confirming the sale to our‘corporation of the
machine and the terms agreed to. I have not heard
from you but got authority from the executive coun-
¢il last week to make the purchase and to draw a
warrant on the treasurér for a check which you will .
Tind enclosed herewith. :

i shall await your instructions as to
handling of the trade-in machine and hold it in
readiness for delivery to you. :

Very truly ycurs, '
(S8igned) C, A. Gaston, Sec.

I have not heard further from Mr., Lowe and
have this day written to him advising him of ny ree-
ceipt of th invoice and of the instfuctions there-
on o make remittance to your office. I have asked
him for instructions.

Hoping that these matters may be radily
adjusted I am,

Very truly yours,

Secretary.












REMINGTON NOISELESS
STANDARD AND
PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS
DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES

REMINGTON RAND ADDING,
BOOKKEEPING AND
TABULATING MACHINES
REMTICO TYPEWRITER SUPPLIES

:
Remington Rand Inc.
465 WASHINGTON ST.
BUFFALO, N.Y.
KARDEX SYSTEMS, SAFE-CABINETS, FILING SYSTEMS, LOOSE LEAF FORMS, AND EQUIPMENT

FOR CUSTOMER’S USE ONLY

REQUISITION NO. VOUCHER NO.

CUSTOMER'’S ORDER No. & DATE ] REQ. No. CONTRACT No. f INVOICE No.

F. 0. B, CHECKED

5=22-40 620-5793

2

| SouB FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORP e 6=19-40

FAIRHOPE ALA

SALESMAN’S B R LOWE
=5

SHIPPED TO NAME & NO. 620

TERMS APPROVED PRICE APPROVED

CALCULATIONS CHECKED

TRANSPORTATION

FREIGHT BILL NO. AMOUNT

MATERIAL RECEIVED

1oL

DATE SIANATURE TITLE
SATISFACTORY AND APPROVED

ADJUSTMENTS

ACCOUNTING DISTRIBUTION

DATESHIPPED |  HOWSHIPPED |  SHIPPED FROM F.0.B. PREPAID OR COLLECT
5=22-40 UTICA
AUDITED FINAL APPROVAL
TERMS: NET 30 DAYS
| QUANTITY | CLASS SeneL DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE EXTENSION AMOUNT
1 REMINGTON | 17A=J153702 CARR 3502 115 50

LESS 10-10%
CREDIT

12A-ZR306866
ALA SALES TAX
NET SELLING PRICE

1 REMINGTON

The goods covered herein have been

> A‘Ji

Wage and Hour Law,)

INVOICE—PLEASE SEND ALL REMITTANCES TO ABOVE ADDRESS. RETURN DUPLICATE WITH REMITTANCE OR REFER TO INVOICE NO.

21 94

30 00
187
65 43

FORM S1-421-REV-13

SPECIAL PRINTING AND SUPPLIES MAY RE SHIPPED AS MUCH AS 10% MORE OR LESS THAN QUANTITY SPECIFIED AND PRICE ADJUSTED PRO-RATA ON INVOICE

LITHO. IN U.S.A.




W. E. RENFRO
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
[RETIRED]

| ;72/“a§fw&§é“321¢4{/ Lo
eviing Y. Nor 28 (77
% Grnslilo V. Jalor,
Fidite, Wb
igww/ Y _ .

G .

Under separate cover 1 am sending you a
desceriptive bocklet of Fairhope and suvurounde
ings which I believe will answer your guesticns
i{ normal conditions prevailed., However at the
present Fairhope's accomcdations sre beinz strain-
ed to care for the large number of werkers in
war industries in the %Yobile area end it would
be difficult, at this time, to loecate suitabdle
guarters, or toc get them al a reasocnable price.
¥e sre much inferested in furnishing winter or
all year residence for pecple of your class so
hope yom will keep us in mind for leter conside
eraticn, Very truly ycurs,



- 907-9 First National

J. TERRY REYNOLDS, JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
907 -908-9809 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLDG.
MOBILE 13, ALABAMA
TELEPHONE 2-3122

October 14, 1946.

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

|
Fairhope, Alsbama.

Gent lemen:

¥

It will be appreclated, if you will send me several copies ¥4
of your constitution, several copies of your application for :
purchase of land and several coples of your blank lease forms.

I use these from time to time in advising my clients with
reference to purchase of Single Tax Colony property and with
reference to loans made on it. This favor will be most sincerely
appreciated.

F >

Very truly yours,

7 dgzzz:t/b;7
‘Ozf:;§%;;1£ﬂ§ui?ﬁﬁida,

Mr, J. Terry Beynoldsé g;'ald
a g.

lobile, 13, Alabama

';Dear Mr. Reynolds:

; Under separate cober I am sending you the requested
copies of our constitution, application for land amllease forms.

: Should there be any further detail of information I
can furnish please advise me. Also I shall be glad to reply
tp any enquiry concerning any specific leasehold.

Improvements on our land together with the leasehold in-

~ terest of the owner have been accepted as collateral for loans

made by the Fairhope Bank, by banks in Mobile, by the Baldwin
County Savings & Loan Association, the lMobile First Federal

~Savings & Loan Associaticn& the Home Owners Loan Corporation

and loans have been insured by the Federal Housing Administra-.
tion, the Veterans Administration and the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation. :

e

Very truly yours,

Secretary















July 22, 1948
Mrs. E. D. Rhodes
475 Main Street
Ebenezer, N. Y.
Dear MNrs. Rhodes,

I believe that there is a good}chance that
you will find a suitable location is Fairhope. Of
course, prices are high here as they are everyvhere
in this inflation period.

Under our plan, purchase of lmprovements
on a leasehold provides for transfer of the lease.
However, not all property is spbject to the Cclony plan.

It will be best to make purchase after
vour arrival here.

I am sending further information under
separate cover.

We will be happy to do what we can to

facilitate matters for you.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




475 Main St.,"venezer,N.Y.
Dear gir;- Mr Rhodes has retired on a pension, we are thinking of making
a change this fall, would be interested in buying a home in Fairhope, would
like to know what your plan is.We would want a small home with all facilities
where Mr “hedes could go to the beach fishing etc. It would be & cash trans—
action, we expect to visit your town some time early fall,

Sincerely yours

)74fbﬁ.zdzlbu~—CE?XZ}4QI/G.
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Indianapolis. Indiana
March 26,1946

Fairhope Single Tax Colony
Fairhope. Etabama

Attention Mr. E.A.Gaston

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Several motnhs have passed since receiving your
letter in response to mine.Thanks for that and
the additional material and information.

However, I still have my dream of someday locating
in Fairhope as I like the setup and plan very much
indeed. The only cquestion is -- how to accomplish
it. I lost cuite heavily for one in my circumstances
on investments during and after the depression and
have not much money to operate on. :

Are there any leaseholds in the single tax plat now
for sale. If so, what would the prices be and would
there be cash payments required or could there be a
mortgage or terms of any sort available.

I am also writing Mr. Dyson &s you suggested. If

I can swing the deal at 211, it will have to be on
low priced improvements. The thing I would be
interested in would be a small house (perhaps with

a generous sized sleeping porch in case I had guests)
with the necessities - light,water and sewage - but
not fancy or additions to make the price high.

My main idea is to have a place to spend my remaining

days and perhaps make a home for zn older sister.

Awaiting your reply with interest, I am, 3

S0 an_oC @ng_(LSL——/

Miss Clara Rice
531K oif P Bl d iy
Indianapolis,Indiana



Oct. 26, 1945

Miss‘CIaré Rice:
531 Indiana Pythian Bldg.
Indianapolis 4, Ind.

Dear Miss Rice:

Our corporation has leased all of its country or
agricultural lands but still has town lots for lease, While
the choice 1s greatly dimdinished from what it was when you
were here, which I find by the land book record to have been

in 1924.

The lot you leased at that time now has a comfortable
home on it and I feel sure you did the wise thing in releas-
ing it. It would have cost you considerable to hold it for
thex® 21 years that have elapsed. The lot next West of it
is unimproved though under lease to lMr. Sam Dyson whc has
his residence on the Bay front lot to the West. Possibly
he might be willing to consider building on it for you. He
is in the building material business and has built some of
our most attractive small moderate cost residences. We now
have only one unlease lot in that section, on the East side
of Summit St., one block North of the Street on which your
lot fronted. -

While the lots available at the present are very
few we have plans for opening some new streets which will
give us considerably more. Alsc there are frequent sales
of imprcved leaseholds and I believe there is little doubt
that you could find something to your 1liking and at a price
that would more than balance the rent you would have paid
had you held the lot originally leased.

| . Fairhope's population in 1940 was 1845 but it has
very nearly, if not quite, doubled since then, due to the
demand f r housing of the many who were attracted to this
section by the mar industries in liobile. Some are leaving
now, but many are so well pleased with our town they are
making every effort to establish themselves permanently so
‘we will hold many of them.

Under separate cover I am sending some of our latest
literature and a copy of the Courier, I am sure the Editor
"to whonm gou refer was my father Ernest B, Gaston, who died
in December, 1937. Thank you for your commendatory reference




to himg He was a remarkable man and a wonderfully fine father.
We, his children, appreciate the efforts and accomplishments
he and our mother made and achieved, not alone for their ime
mediate own but for all. Fairhope testifies to the wisdom of
their choice of a principle on which to found a new community.
Though they are nc longer here to foster and defend it, its
wholesome growth continues and the principle beccmes more and
more an essential part of the community. '

I hope it will be possible for you tc visit us again
and to find what you want here. You will find Fairhope quite
different from what it was in 1924 but I believe you will
find that, in the main, the changes are desirable ones and
that have added to rather than detraced from Fairhope's attrac-
tions. If I can be of further service, please write me,

With best regards I am,

Very truly yours,

P. S. At the present time the lot you leased in 1924 is within
#wo blocks of a paved street to town has the service of a san-
itary sewer system and many advantages not then in existence
and the annual reny is $26.14. This and the growth of our
town will indicate that the rents are not such as to discour-
age prospective users.




Clara Eice
Public Stenographer and Notary
521 Indiana Pythian Building
Indianapolis 4,Indiana

Town Clerk or Mayor of

Fairhope. Alabama
October 17,1945

Dear Sir:

Do you still have town lots or surburban small acreage
evailable under the Single Tax Plan? If so, will you please
sdvise me what is available and at what prices. Also, if
there are any improved plats or small acreage and at what
prices. ;

I was in Fesirhope several years ago and was very much intrigued
with the location,climate and plan. In fact, I took a leasehold
on a2 lot in sight of the Bay but, on my return to Indianapolis
during the depression. T very foolishly let it go.

Please send me & plet if you have one and advise what the popula-
tion of Fairhope is at present and any data you may have on your
delightful 1ittle city.

Is the Editor who originated the plan still living? He was a

remarkable man.
Sincerely

{
Miss Clara Rice Q:IZ_ (?1
Indianapolis 3 bo— o Ce:@ et h




Hov. 13, 1939,

lMir, Claud H. Rice,
6732 Riverside Drive,

" Ohieago, Il1,,

Dear 8Sir:

We are pleased to receive your encuiry about
ou r Colony and I am sending you under Sseparate cover
some printed literature and invite further specifie
enquiry.

e are more and more convinced that none of
the precently adopted measur-s offer the relief that
our country must have if democratiec principles of gov-
ernment are to be preserved.

7hile it has not been possible for us to show
all the advantages that would result from a full aps
plication of the Single Tax with its resultant elime
ination of all taxes on projuctie activities, we have
demonstrated that even providing land without purchase
price is . great boon to individual users and the col-
lection for the community of the economic rent gives
the community a larger fund than can be acquired by
taxation. .

Very truly yours,

Secretarye









MAILING DIVISION

OFFICE OF THE

507
Anited States Post Office

CHICAGO, lLLiNOIS

INQUIRY SECTION

NINTH FLOOR

415-417 SOUTH CANAL STREET
(AT WEST VAN BUREN STREET)

Postmaster,

Fairhope, Alabama.

December 8, 1939.

My dear Sir:

and t

TELEPHONE:
WABASH 9207-EXT.

33

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
DATE, INITIAL. AND NUMBER

HU :CW:CN
COR:24719

This office has no record of parcels mailed by C. A. Gaston, your
office, to Claud H. Rice, Chicago, Illinois, instead of Berwyn, Illinois,

he addressee denies receipt thereof,

be properly instituted at your offices

Encl.

LH-502

Sincerely yours,

It is suggesteds that tracers

Postmaster.
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MAILING DIVISION mn[’teh gt atgg ﬁnst @ffite m.;‘f;f."';‘;’o'fm 33

OEEICEIORTHE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
INQUIRY SECTION IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
NINTH FLOOR 415-417 SOUTH CANAL STREET DATE. INITIAL, AND NUMBER
(AT WEST VAN BUREN STREET) HU :MN:B
Cor. #24719
Postmaster, November 30, 1939.
Berwyn, Ill.

My dear Sir:

Ascertain if Claud H. Rice, 6732 Riverside Drive, your office, received
the parcels mailed by C. A. Gaston, Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, Fairhope,

‘ Alabama.

Return papers.

‘ Sincerely yours,

| Ene. 75 ¢ 9
, VV’// /\r y! WW/&'\/,/

; Postmacster.

LH-502
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M. DYSON, President sl p C. A. GASTON, Secretary E. C. WOLCOTT, Treasurer

WA
ot

FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION

ADMINISTERING

Fairhope Single Tax Colony

ESTABLISHED 1895

FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

Nowv. 17, 1939,

Postmaster,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:-

I have discovered that I erroneously ad-
dressed two parcels of mail to Mr. Claud H. Rice,
6732 Riverside Drive, Berwin Ill., to your post-of-
fice.

I am enclosing six cents postage which I
request you to place on this mail and forward to the
correct address as given above,

Respectfully yours,

C . o - LA
Secretary.
W\



NEW EN éLAND CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

~

247 Fisher Avenue,
Brookline 46, liass.
May 4, 1948.

Mrs. Frances G. Crawford,
Editor of the Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear lrs. Crawford:-

\
lr. lcNair sent me a teayr from the editorial
page of the:Courier for February 1l2th., because of the interest
I have shown in his efforts to break into the presidential race.
Through the kindness of Mr. Fiske-Warren, I used to receive  the
Courier, which I enjoyed getting for the occasional news and
comment upon the activities of the advocates of economic freedom.

In my small way I have been one of those
advocates eversince I began to read Henry George and Louis F. Post
in the spring of 1909. I have missed both the Public and the
Courier since moving about cauged disolution of the former and my
own moves deprived me of the latter.

Mr. Warren used to cherigh the idea that all
the faithful should be on the Courier mailing list so that it
could get more national advertising and devote more attention to
the national aspects of the fight for economic freedom. When
I hear of the demigse of another paper dedicated to economic free-
dom as we all do every little while, this thought comesback to me
with added significance with each such occurrence.

One of the early graduates of the Boston ex-
tension of the Henry George School became editor of the Barnstable
(Mass) Patriot last summer., It is published at Hyannis, Mass.
Her address ls: Miss Dorothy Worrell,

Phinney's Lane,

Centerville,

Cape Cod,
Mass. - It may be that you will
find material in it that will strengthen your coverage of news
and opinion. I have written her today to the same effect in

regard to the Courier.

I encloge: a screed of my own on a matter of
current interest that was publighed in decapitated form without
its first two paragraphs in the Boston Traveler, Nay 1lst, 1948.
You should give the impression that you read the Boston papers,
or at least make your readers think you do. I just thought of
another that should make interedging rea@ing south ©f T. V. A.,
so enclose it also.

Sincerely yours,

&WKW



Nov. 20, 1948

Kr, Carroll H. Richardson
383 Jackson Street
Pasadena 6, Calif.

Dear lir, Richardson:

Your card addressed to Fairhope Public Library
was handed toc me for reply. ; )

A suitable history of Fairhope is yet to be written,
but I am sending you under separate cover a small booklet that

has a brief historic and other material I am sure you
find to be of intereé%. : '%.so suggest that you enquire aty}ougill

public  library for Enclaves of Economic Rent, published by Fiske
Warren, Harvard, Mass. In it you will find a quite good histori-
cal sketch of Fairhope. I believe the last edition was published

in 1933.

liy father and mother Ernest B. Gaston and Clara M.
Gaston, with four of us children, were in the first group to move
onto the land here so have been associated with the movement from
its beginning in 1894. We have seen the community ¥ take shape
and nutured by a principle that was no where else being applied,
become the largest, most attractive and most progressive town in
the entire area. Though those who brought the inspiration with
‘them have largely been gathered to their fathers, the principle they
established here continues to give Fairhope an advantage that it
appears cannot be offset even by more favorable location advantages.

You will find of interest the 1947 report of our
operations which I am enclosing herewith. This year's report
will show a considerable advancement and we have just comleted
the hard surfacing of some six to seven miles of the streets through
our lands. This has been accomplished without bond issue, being
paid for out of accumulated and current rent receipts.

We are glad to learn of the attention given to
Fairhope in Encyclopedia Americana. As evidence that Henry George's
great principles, that have done so much for Fairhope,afs not for-
gotten your attention is also called to the Sept. 29 issue of The
Christian Century. I will be glad to hear further from you.

Very truly yoursy

Secretary
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/-’ ELLIOPT G. RICKARBY

Benk Building
July 17¢h, 1933

Dear Sirs ;
dhmcuhﬂucwofmmluz«

between Mr. Gaston, Seoretary of the Plaintiff oration,
and ¥r. Bradish and the latter's letter of July 20th
seems to have crossed mine, aleo enclosing coples of
esrlier correspondence. :

A We have noted with interest kr. Bradisnh's letter
umummwrm the present conversation
unnecessary nhad he not persistently ignored Mr. Gaston's
lﬂmunufnacmdm.ndupmzut. 1931,
and every other letter written to him since that tiwme, ineluding
goveral from the writer. My elient tells me that the
valustion of $3000,00 placed by Wr. Bradish upon the imppove~
ments left after the fire is not gustained by the facte.
wm.mmmwmuum. second

:
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To recapitulate, the improvements left by Mr. Bradish
mprww:nduthmuhth
ﬂanumhocmuwn it. Had he shown the Corporation the
courtesy of replying, 1t would have made sn effor t to get another
#mlﬂmwtunm'uzmudlnn. Bradish
mtnwmm.hiﬂnthumpmﬂ\qmt

f
:
:
i
:

 gentlemen's neglect. Under the circumstances, therefore, we feel

that in releasing the lessee upon payment of the rent through 19%1
we are doing all thst can be expected. The waiver of subsequent
interest far more then balsnces any value that might attach to the
nnnmmlumwruhthmm.rhnlm
when once surrendered, whieh he has not. :
Yours Very ftruly,
ReP SLLIOTT G, RICKARBY (signed)
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to the property®

I am inelined to the
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Just outlined, I shall be glad %o
Very truly yours,

” :
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Auguet 18, 1932,

La Verne lorris ELsq.
Ist. Nat'l Bank Bldg.
Chicago, Illinois.

Pear Sir:- E—
| TAIRMOIE 8. T.
firast opportunity singe rec:

dnst., with 1ta enclosure,

over the lots formerly le:seﬁ by 3/ Yradish. That pentles

man morée than ordinaril but he nor I can  see

how we can be expectell rther than we have already
offered. Ve have not

Just the ren §ue—or to the time of the fire, practicelly

o\ - TS

have offered ﬁB

in my last letter we told him we would fesiat him in getting

& ‘ tle value of his improvements by advertising them for 2 month

without cost, thus seeking & new lessee -ho'oould meke use of -

them. Such a person may be found this Fall if eonditions im-
prove as we feel they will. In this event Mr, Bradish will
be repaid a part of the money patd by him in settlement of a

bl Fua 2T

Pt payment of this on VQI;/QZ;;“;;;;;}\QESQ/




‘debt, now long paat due, Ve cannot however accede to his,

- bk neglect for ouy money. %e will however go one stepr furthes

Z.

in ou¥ opinion rather absurd proposition that we ashould
look to the improvements that have sadly deterlorated throush

and accept & cash pavment of £84,.33 and his and Mre. Bradish's

notes for the balance at $50.00 per wonth with six per cent

interest from date, On payment of the cash we\ will at once . ‘

etart to advertise and Mr, Caston will do his\Weat to find

him out whole, If not, he wil

prouptly. The matter was
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Yery truly yours,

R:lL
1031,
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My friendss

As you may have already been told, he who thus addresses
you has long felt that a funeral as now conducted is largely an
empty ritual, often meaningless, a trial to the patience of friends,
and the feelings of those whose hearts are sore. So to spare these
as much as possible, I have left written instructions that the ser-
vices attendant on my laying away be as briefras is consistent with
dignify and I hope you who do my memory the honor of your presence
will remember that this unconventionality is largely induced by re-
gard for you. :

I must not, however, fail to include in this not only the
friends of earlier years, some of whom have passed on, but those
fine people who through personal contact have later become dear to
me, This means the men and women with whom I have been associated
in business and professional relations, clients who have ripened in-
to warm friends, my professional bretheren, County and State offi-
cers who have shown me so much courtesy3 the loyal help who have
worked with and for me, those whom I have learned to know and like
in my church affiliations, in the Masonic Order, the Clergy, and
especially in the intimate association of Rotary, which has honored
me with its confidence and esteem and toward whose members I feel
especially close. With the passage of the years, as I have said, I
have learned to appreciate such friends as you have been,

This is written while I am, as far as I know, in fiir

health and active mentality, but the feeling of gratitude and warm



affection is so deeply engraved on my heart that it will be there

as long as it continues to beat. I want you to know that the cold
form that was once the man you liked and befriended, closed its eyes
with this thought a part of its last living consciousness. I am
poor in this world's goods but when I think of your friendship and
of what it has meant to me, I am rich indeed. God has been good to
me. I have had, and expect to have to my death, many cares and
sorrows, but I have also been able to see much of the lovely things
in 1ife and to appreciate my blessings, among the greatest, your
friendship.

I do not ask or expect you to regret my passing. I have
lived my allotted span of years with my share of happiness as well
as sorrows, and hope to meet my end unafraid. But I want you to go
your several ways with the knowledge in your hearts that the man you
now see laid away, to the day of his death truly valued your friend-
ship and what it meant to him. And may that God, on whom I have so
heavily leaned for many years, be as close to you, my dear friends,

as He has to me,

In deepest sincerity,

(Signed) ELLIOTT G. RICKARBY






Feb. 28, 1946

-Mrs. E. V. Rightnire
Cowiche, Washington

Dear lirs. Rightmire:

I was pleased to receive your enquiry about Falrhope
and regret that ppess of year-end business prevented an earlier
reply. lir. Cassels' article in "The March of Prcgress" was sub-
stantially correct as you will see by the entlosed material and
additional matter I am sending yov under separate cover,

I wish %t were possible for you to pay us a visit,
The intangible character of Fairhope is probably more impressive
than is the tangible. Fairhope was started by people who by
most standards would be considered to be poor peorle and today
there are few, if any, who do not have to look to their personal
activiries to support them.

Pairhope is not a "colony" in the common sense of the
term. The peoprle, most of them, are not here because of any
particular interest in the single tax, or a desire to promul-
gate the theories on which the community was founded, but be-
cause our establishment of those principles gives thhm a great-
er measure of opportunity here than they can get elsewhere. It
is altogether evident to me that it is the principle that has
made Fairhope, not a particular type of individualm. This proves
to me that the hope of the future is in reform of the principles
under which society lives rather than a reform of the individ-
ual members of society.

I will be gleased tc hear further from you should Kour
interest ccntinue, hope that it will for I am convinced that
"The Hope Of The Future" is in an extension of the principles
on which Fairhope operates. :

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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CLUB OFFICERS BUILDING COMMITTEE

GARLAND PHILLIPS, WILLIAM WARD

s x commron, """ RIVER PARK COMMUNITY CLUB .o cimermuson

DELREGU s © RN SOUTH RIVER PARK VALENTINE FREGO
’ : GARLAND PHILLIPS
Secrerabil s Tncasurer, FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA, R.F.D.1 L. H. HARRIS

L. H. HARRIS,
Agricultural Adviser

DEAR NEIGHBOR:—

For several years a group of farmers in this community have been holding monthly meet-
ings in a small building at the Bradford farm. The group has now outgrown this building and
Mr. Bradford has contributed two acres of land on the Marlow Road for : a club house site. Plans
have already been completed for the structure and we are ready to start building.

Besides the building we will have a base ball field and a play ground for the children. The
project will be owned and operated by the farmers and their friends in the community and we
are assured that all will invest some cash, their labor or their talents in this worthy undertaking. -
This will £ill a long felt need and will naturally work to the betterment of our community in ev-

ery respect.

The club house will be used for the meetings of the club as well as for parties and enter-
tainment and will be fully equipped with a kitchen. For example, if the children want to give
a party this will be a fine place to have it and it is as much their building as ours. If a group
wants to have an all day sing, it is their building and they may sing as long and as loud as they
wish. If another group Wants to hold church services, they may do so regardless of denomi-
nation because the building belongs to them as much as it belongs to anyone else. If a family
wants to hold a reumon this will be their house for that day, ete.

It will be built of tlle and concrete and a plaque will become a permanent part of the
building on which will be listed the names of all those contributing their share of the cost of the
project. Remember you are not donating anything, rather, you are paying your share for your
own building when : you contribute to this worthy cause. Your checks should be made out to the
River Park Commu?'uty Club and may be mailed to anyone of the undersigned. By acting at
once and mailing your check or bringing it in you will expedite matters, otherwise it will be
necessary for a committee to call upon you which will take more time, additional work and de-

lay the erectlon of your building.

THE COMMITTEE
e C. O. Christianson
Eo Ty Garland Phillips
: 4 Joseph Brown
: William Ward

1 2 Valentine Frego

L. H. Harris



Karch 10, 1941

Nr. Fred Rivers,
1950 Webster St.,
Oakland? C&lif. 9

Dear Mr, Rivers:

I am in receipt of yours of March 5 and regret that I
could not get a reply in the mail to you earlier., I hope this
may reach you by Tueaday but if 'not it is my understanding that
you are tc have future meetings. :

The Corporation does not give fee simple title to any
of its land since to do so would remove such land from any con-
trol of the Corporation and would relieve the owner of any en-’
forceable obligation to pay the economic rent to the community.

Leases are for terms of 99 years but are transferrable
subject to the fules of the Corporation and approval by its Ex-"
ecutive Council, I enclose a copy of the lease and application.

Land availability is the only limitation on the amount
of land one may lease, but the obligation to pay the eccnomiec
rent to the Corporation makés it unprofitable to take more land
than one can profitably use. The growth of the community with
the accompanying increase in economic rent automatically changes
small orchards and chicken ranches into building lot and has
changed the town proper from a small settlement of sysistance
“homesteads into a compact urban community. : :

No leggl provision can be made for 'a renewable 99 Y.
lease but each time the title to the improvements passess eith-
-er through sale or inheritance the old lease is cancelled and a
‘new 99 yr., lease 1s issued in the name of the transferee.

. Leases may be abrogated only for non-payment of rent,
but the lease contract (paragraph 2) provides that the land may
not be used for any purpose physically or morally offesive to a
majority of the resident members. The community of Fairhope now
1s governed by a municipal government which has'the regulatory
powers with which such bodys are endowed by law., Of course les-
sees as well as others in the community are subject to municipal
ordinances. : :
Children of lessees have no advantages over any who may
this day set foot on Fairhope land for the first time, nor have
I, the son of the founding leader, All sites unleased as of this
date are available on equal’terms to all, subject to the approv-
al of the Executive Council, and provide& hey are legally compe-
tent,

Nelther the community nor the Corporation has any pro-
ductlive enterprise under its management other than thé munici-
pally owned and operated water and electric utilities. All in-
dustéial and commercial enterprises are privately owned and con-



trolled, I am enclosing a clipping of an editorial recently pub-
lisheéd in the Fairhope Courier concerning co-operative activi-
ties. In addition to the early cooperative activities of the
colonists groups have been formed here in later yeéars to oper-
ate a creamery, a store ete, but none now survive, The more nor-
mal competition in Fairhope where natural opportunity is not sub-
Ject tc monopolization insures fair prices and fair treatment. :

I sometimes wonder how all the people in Fairhope earn
their living. A number are employed in commercial establishe
ments which serve a considerable teritory, Fairhope having the
best stores in the county; others are engdged in the professions,
doctors, teachers, lawyers, dentists, etc,, some are employed in
eur two saw mills and a toy factory; we have a theatre, amuse-
ment cas’nos that serve the local people and many'visiﬁora from
the surrounding country and Mobile, now readilyreached by motor
via causeway Wa& the head of the bay and a new tunnel under the
lobile river; others own property they rent to Fairhope's large
transient population; and quite a few earned their money else-
where and have come here to retire; scme are traveling salesmen
domiciled here and some are employed in the expanding industries
located at Mobile, : : '

& Fairhope now has a population of 1,849 (1940 census),
though there are always considerable more than that living here
but with permanent residence elsewhere, Since its founding it
has grown more rapidly than any community in the county which is
still an sgricultural county. And by the way I did not mehtion
agricultural occupation.  We have scme 4000 acrés of country lands
and they are largely in use by resident lessees, _In Fairhope
town, while the Corporation cwns a little less than one-fourth
the iand 1 believe approximately three-fourths of the population
is on the Corporation's land. N ,

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of the
Courier containing my annual report to the membership which I be-
lieve you will find interesting and informative,; also addition-
al printed material, I need not assure you tha£ I shall be glad
to give your group all informative aid I'can and shall be par-
ticularlyg glad to hear further from you. We feel that it is be-
coming yearly more evident that Fairhope's existence 1s justi- -
fied, :

Very truly yours,

Secretary,



1950 Webster 5t., Oakland, Calif.,
March 5, 1941. :

Fairhope Community,
FPairhope, Ala.

Friendss

It has been guite a time sin¢e I wrotes teo you, but this has in
no way indicated that I haven't thought of you -"many fimes and of ten."
For I have. fhe latest cate was or is last Tuesday evening. Borsodi
of N.Y. was recently here and made a talk rather well attended by many
of the youunger peeople who are beginningio get awake to conditions. The
result has been that some of theses have called regular meetings to dis-
cuss what may be possible for them to do along similar lmes. I have
been present at these meetings and have called their special attention
to Fairhope and what this community stamds for. They acked me some
questions last Tuesday that I think it best to have you answer, covering
your latest idesas on these peints. They ares

1. Do you now give full legal title to auy of your lots or lands?
2. If you 1limit the use of such prevperty to leases, for what terms?
3. and for what amounts; and ihow terminated?

4. Are rencwals permitted, either to the original lessee ortohisrhsir s,
or ‘a8signs? ¥ %

5. Are there any rules or regulations that must be followed, or the
lease is abrogated?

6. What about childrean of leswees who grow up in thecommunity; ao they
have to follow tne same routine to get a site . for a home? éVPudLitny—?
'a

7. Are there any avenues foremployment ofresidents by the Coumunity
or im various forms of activity conducted by grouis of lessees?

8. "Yhat are the prineipal activities of residents by which they earn
& living? _

I ougiit to know all these answers, for I have visited you more than
once. But that was long ago and I have not had much corespondence with
your community in these later years. But the answere tc these:questions
will help our local group Lo decide whether or not theywant to build any
community they may decide to go into om gimilar lines. They and I will
very greatly avpreci=2te your co-operation here. If you still publish
the Courier or a like paper, may I ask that you send acopy or two? I
enclose an Ailrmail Stamp to get a reply as soon as possible; by next
Tuesday, if you can make it in that time, so we can use the information
at our next meeting. Wishing you continued and even _reater success
than you have yet had, I remain,

guite sineerely yours,
- {
h/ 7/
v Gl e
o i
7,\;".——17,4..3(/1’01.

Au Old Henry George Follower7‘17”“%'

/
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Aug. 23, 1940

lir, Fred Riversg; \
1950 Webster 8t., oy
Oakland, Calif., ; : oy K 1 ¢

Dear lr, Rivers:

. I have just returned foru a vacaticn trip today to
find your letter which should have had prompt attention and

I very much regret that you sliculd have been kept waiting.

I am enclosing herewith a brief history of Fair-
hope written by my father scme years ago but which containd
the answers to many of the questions you askj also addtione
al printed matter that I hope will be of help to you. :

, The 1910 census was the first after Fairhope had
become a legally constituted municipality with defined boun-
daries and the population definitely known. The figures for
that end succeeding years are as follows: 1910 - 5063°1920 =
853{ 1930 - 1,549 1940 = 1,839 (preliminery release)., It
will be seen here that the greatest growth was between 1520
and 1930 end I attribute this to be due to the boom during
which time many northern people who believed their acquired
fortunes would be adeqguate for the reméinder of their lives
came here to retire. The crash caught them, their fortunes

.vanished and‘they had to go back toc the industrial centers

to try again,

Falirhope having no direct connection with rail or
deep water transportation end having no deposits of mineral
or oil or gas nor any water power is not well suited for in-
dustrial development. Its individual characteristics have
made 1t most practical to recreational development and while
there are other locations in this section better suited for
such development Fairhope has surpassed them all and has, in
fact grown more rapidly than has any town in‘the county and -
since 1930 has been the couty's largest town, With the Srow-
ing development of truch transportation it may be that the
development of small industry will take place.

Various eooperatives (stores, creamery, laundry),
have started here but none are active now. Many different
conclusions might be arrived at as to the reason why these
have not been succe:ssful enough to insure their continued op-
eration. Our people are friendly to the idea and I do not re-
call any dishonesty or even gross inefficiency in management,
but theg did not prove to be the boon their organizers had
anticipated. I feel that the higher degree of e#ficilency ate
tained under individual initiative where no special privilege
obtains and competition is free and fair and the industrious
are not burdened with taxes in proportion to their industry

L]
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tend to greatly reduce the advantages commonly attributed to
cooperatives. As stated before this is just a personal opin-
ion and I apyreciate that it is not based on sufficient exe

perience to be at all conclusive,

, During the booming twenties there was some specula=
ticon in leascholds and while the requirement to pay rent would
have -eventually enforced the return of unused land to the core
poratlon it did have the uneconomie effect of tying up purchag-
ing powes in really valueless lease titles, admitted of fraud
on ununderstanding and‘uninformed persons and tenfed to dise
eredit the corporation. For these reasons, even though 1t ree
-sulted in a decrease of revenue for the corporation, measures
were taken to prevent it., These measures you will find in the
applicatioh for land end the lease contract, copies of which
I encleose. ;

As to the future of Fairhopel I believe that the
present conditions Jjustify as great a falth as ny father ex-
presses in the closing paragraphs of his history, My father
died a couple cf years past and now there are very few off the
original founders, none of the very first, yet I believe the
- fundmental principles upon whic Fairhope was founded and whiech
have been sc successful here never had kas many sympathekxtie
and interested citizen friends as they have today.

Again let me express mk my regret for the delay
and to ascsure you that it will be my pleasure to be of any
further service I can render. /

Very truly ycurs,

Secretary.




1950 Webster 3t., Oakland, Caglii £y
August 8, 1940.

The Fairhope Association,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Friends:

I have been asked by the editor of the Epic News to write a two-
column article on my recollections of Communities of Special type with
which I have been associated or which I recollect through visiting at
sometime in the rast. I want to include in this an acoount of the Fair-
hope community, which I once knew and with which, up to a few years ago,

I have been in contact, Principally through the editor of the Courier.

If the Courier has the same editor, or if this gentleman is still alive

and there now, kindly pass this inquiry om to him for reply; otherwise,

I would appreciate reply through another source; and please send this to

me a8 soon asS possible by Airmail, postage for which T enclose. As much
may have happened since my last communication with Fairhope, I address this
letter to the Association rather than to the gentleman named. If you cannot
get your answers on the form enclosed, may I ask you to use additional paper?
I would like to have my recollections confirmed and any additional informa-
tion sent that would be appropriate for an article such as I shall write,

so I shall not been checked up as in error in some particular matter.

Wishing you increased success in your enterprise there and in the
effort to put over the idea of the Land Value tax, I remain,

Very sincerely yours, p

G
(_/-J % LAQL M (/Lri:’,\"

S



1950 Webster St., Oakland, Calif.,
August 21, 1940.

Posiﬁaster,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Degr Sir:

On August 8th I sent a letter to the Fairhope Association,
asking some questions regarding the Fairhope Community, with which I
was once quite familiar, but my correspondence in the last few years
has lapsed. I sent this letter by air and enclosed two airmail stamps
for a reply. This matter I needed for an article I was asked to write
on the general subject: "Communities I Have Known"(Colonies). I am in
the position that I either must depend entirely upon memory of Fairhope
or else get some reply from you there. May I ask you to check up and
see, first, if the letter reached you and was delivered to the Secretary
of the Association; second, why, if so, it was not amswered; third, if
it failed to get there or was not delivered to the addrsssee, may I ask
that you call the attention of the people (right people) there to the
matter? Give them this letter, if it has not yet been delivered. TYour
kind attention will very greatly oblige.

Sincerely yours, !
%/U—OL @m,
Q—”\
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leh. 4, 1946

_ Dr. W. J. Robb

1601 Kentucky St.,
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Robb:

It was a pleasure to receive your letter, prompted
by the article in Harch of Progress, and Yo learn cf your early
interest in the Fairhope venture. You probably had correspond-
ence with my father E. B, Gaston, one of the group whe originated
the idea of establishing a community in which they could demon-
strate the soundness of their theories. My father died in 1937
and the majority of the early enthusiasts are gone and the con-
tinued success of our venture can no longer be attributed to
their firmness of character and determination te succeed. In
the early days the poverty of the founders and the accompany-
ing crudeness of life in a pioneer community developed many try-
ing pwbblems in human reletions.

Fortunately thcse days of common hardship have passed
and, as compared with other towns in this section, we have ac-
complished the "Purpose" set forth in ARTICLE II of the consti-

tution (copy enclosed).

Fairhope is not wholly controlled by the Colony. Due
to lack of finances the founders were only able to purchase
lands here that were priced at the lowest figure and they were
not even able to secure a solid block of land on which to demon-
strate their principle. Thoughk the colonists, members and les-
sees have always constituted a considerable majority of the pop-
ulatfion there are others who could have no representation in the
coleny organization. To relieve this inequalgty both in repre-
sentation and in sharing the public expense and responsibility
our coomunity incorporated as a municipality. Now, within the
municipal limits the colony owns only one-~fifth of the land but
a large percentage of the people, improvements and personal
property are on the lands of the Single Tax Corporation.

I am sure you will be interested in the material %= I
am enclosing and sending you under separate cover. I hope it
may prompt you to pay us a visit. Be assured I will be pleased
to hear further from you.

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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March. 15th ° 1949 °

Frances Roberts,
408 Avenue C,

West Point, Georgila,
Dear lirs, Roberts:

' yur letter of inquiry of January 6th, addressed to
my father E.B.Gasto was received by me at a time when I was swamped
with seasonal corpration duties in my office., Your letter was laid
aside for early attention and most regrettably was mislaid. It has
only come to light. I shall answer it as best I wan but fear it is too

~late to be of anyvalue in the preparation of your paper,

Our father E.B.Gaston, formerly editor of the Fair-
hope Courier and Secretary of the Fairhope B8ingle Tax Corporation
died in 1937, Since then my siste Frances G. Crawford has been e&i-
tor and my brother A. F. Gaston business manager of the Courier. and
print shop. I am associate editor, but my duties as Secretary of the
Fairhope Single Tax Corpomation, an office to which I have been elected

annually since 1936, Lazaflsp A & iy B>

& & {

: : While I am afraid this is too late to be of help I
am sending you herewith and under separate cover printed material I am
supe you will find of interest. We do not have in print an adequate
history of the Colony. There is a brief history in "Enclaves of Econ-
omic Rent", published 1933 by Fiske Warren, Harvard, Mass.I do not
know of the availability of the publication now. lr. Warren is dead but
his family still resides in Harvard.

Briefly the histdry is as follows: In the early 1890s
a small group in Des Moines, Iowa met to study the economic problem,
both personal and national. At theZtime the ccuntry was suffering one
of its periodic economic depressions, a matter of great concern to the
group members, since many were just assuming the obligation of earn-
ing a livlihood for themselves and support for the families they had

started to rear.

First to come to their attention was the Socialist
philosophy, made popular at that time by the resy dpeams of Bellamy in
his entertaining fiwtion, lost forward thinking people are =trong
individualists and while they recognized the advantages “fa. - ..




(2)

to be secured through socigistic cooperation might be great, they
also saw it would, of necefity demand a considerable sacrifice of
individual freedom. For thS reason they could not accept it joyfully

but only as the only hope ?f security.

In arriying at this conclusion consideration was
given the teek of their scestors, first across the Atlantic Ocean
and thence half way acro/ the North American continent.Recognizing ;
that the search for ecopmic sufficiency and security had been the g+ 59
the principal factor moflvating this trek they saw that a solution of #4 <
problem had not yet beet acheived for they and their associates were

of necessity obliged t¢ continue the trek.

: , So far the studies apreared to show the solution
lay in the field of tie econfny of productfion., This coxelisien made
cboperative socialismpractically the only solution. At thid time the
philosophy of Henry (eorge came to their attention. His reform, they
found, would not at s11 necessitate any controls in the field of
production and so woald place no restraint on individmal freedom of
iniative in that fi¢dld. Here was a program that would enlarge the
opportunities for production assuring both individuals and groups
of continuing freedom of access to land, :

< fheir studies of the problem convinced them access
to land is the key to production, In European countries of their
amcestral origin {he masses could not ever hope to have individual
ownership of land, but must pay tribute to a landlord and tribute pay-
ers are not free, Their immediate ancestors had been faced with the
same problem in more Eastern sections of this continent and had moved
West where it was possible for them to escape the necessity of paying
tribute for the privilege of occupying land on which to become product-
ivey Even then,,to escape such payment of tribute their generation
was moving on éo Minnesota and the Dakotas to escape the necessity of

becoming tribute payers.

This study of the proposals of Henry George resulted
in a decision to found a single tax community and to abandon their
reluctant'acceptance of the socialistic solution.,

Acceptance of the single tax proposals greatly
reduced the compexity of their problem. Now instead of having to pro-
/ide for both land and productive machinery the group neced was for
land alone, However they were poor in capitaly, and land in all the
highly developed sections was held at too high a price for the meagre
funds they could command.,

A committee on location was appointdd. The committees
attention was directed to the undeveloped lands of the Southern States
and sites were explored in Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana and

Alabamao
After some weeks of travel and inspection a report

was made on two sites, One in the present location of Fairhope and
one in Tennessee, ;




4w

A vote of the membership iesulted in the decigion to come to this site
on the Eastern Shore of lobile Bay.

Shortly after reachihg a decision as to site colonists
were on their way to Alabama. Much publicity had been given their
proposed venture and those participating in the initial act came from
widely separated sections. Only one of the first famllles came from
Des Moines, the birthplace of the idea and place of incorporation.of
the founding organization, incorporated as the Fairhope Industrial
Association, a name that had its origin in their earlier Sociakistic
plan. Contributing one family each, were the States of California,
Einnesota, Migsouri, Ohio and Pennsylvania. These arrived at their des-
tination in the eariy days of November 1894.A reorganization meeting
was held so they miight become a fully functioning bédy with officers
comretent to contract for the purchases of land,

: A couple of months later in the early days of January
1895 they received the deed to their first land purchase, 135 acres
bordering on Mobile Bay, the cost $771.00. About the same time they
secured title to some 260 Acres of adjoingng land without bay front
for which they paid £1.25 and acre. After completing these purchases

‘their land fund was er¥hausted., In the early years ensuing more money

camp in through the saléﬁ%loo.oo Membership Certificates to interested

well wishers who, in large part, never came tc Fairhope. With these

funds additional purchases were made from time to time. One gift of

2000 acres of country land and small gifts have inecreased the domain

to some 4000 acres, after making liberal allowance for streets and

garks. 327 acres are rated as Urban lard and 3700 acres as country
and, '

' Very early it was found that no considerable number
of thorogoing fully informed singletaxers yere available to participate
in the building of a community. As aresult it was decided to lease
land not needed by members, to non-members who were willing to aecept
the terms of the lease contract. The result has been a much faster
growth for our community. Many who have made large contibutions as
community builders were not and areenot single taxers, at least they
are not such on the basis of being fully informed as totthe gemeral
need for our reform and its effectiveness in relieving economic inst-
ability. They have been attracted by the greater ppportunifjy our plan
has accomplished. ;

¥hile it would appear phat our Fairhope effort has
had little influence on Alabama history it is onr continued hope that
the apparent effectiveness of our demonstmation of sound economic and
fiscal policies will finally have its deserved influence.

I am sending ycu the Corporation Annual Reports for the
past five years. In these you will find some historic references. Fair-
hope is given mention in some encyclopedias, quite gcod mention, I under-
stand, in the last issue of the Encycleopedia Americana. ;

Very truly yours,

T K. Gaston Secretary.,










Feb. 20, 1946

Mr. Sam T. Roberts
509 N. New Jersey St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Mr. Roberss:

Your enquiry resulting from the article in the "March
of Progress" magazine is appreciated.

We hope you will give our section consideration in
deciding on a location in the South. Unfottunately Fairhope
can not offer much in the way of industrial e gloyment. it is
largely a residential community with location here of the essen-
tial service institutions to serve the local community and the
surrounding country. :

Quite a number of our residents are employed in industry
in Mobile, 25 miles distant and Mobile is rapidly expanding as
an industrial city, with good prospect that such expansion will
continue for some time.

Our social experiment is not in the nature of an attempt
to mold society into any given pattern, but rather to establish
the free conditions for society to follow whatever may appear
to it to be to its advantage. The result is a considerable degree
of diversity, since the ecnomic advantages our policy provides
attracts all levels of society. However the equal sharing of
advantage eliminates the power cof one group to control another
and though we may pursue many social paths there is no substan-
tial or effective conflict.

For your fuller information concerning local application
of our peinciple I am enclosing a copy of our constitution.
While the constitution authorizes various activities, present
application is sclely that of 1eacing our lands and %he collection
and dlsbursement of the rent.

Under separate cover 1 am mailing a little folder on
Fairhope and a copy of the local paper. I will be pleased to
reply to such further enquiry as you may care to make.

Vety truly yours,

Secretary




e Dgar Sir :

) .W
‘This cary ?%%ﬁe to:i§u~asfig§:E§§E;§:;E
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the article in th‘¢ﬂﬂﬁﬁg

of Prugrese Wagastmi.

I intend to 1ova e 1in the South in the near
future and would like to know more about your
city and your social exXperiment there. Pleasge
place my name on your mailing list ang oblige

Sam T, Roberts,
509 N, New Jersey St.,

12--11--45, Indianapolis, Ind.







July 15; 1952
Dear Walter:

I can find no reason for your not changing
your voting registration from Alabama to Pennsylvania.
Neither do I find any reason why you should not file
income tax repprts in that distriect and discontinue
the paymert of Alabama State Income Taxes.

I can conceive of nc advantage, other than
of sentiment, in considerating your self "a bona fide
resident of Alabama." Regardlessof what ycu do you will
forever be & native born Alabamian.

of course shculd you desire tc again estab-
voting privilege in Alabama you will have to reestab-
lish a two year residence pricr tc voting. I judge
that would be two years after the last general election
that was held while you were a qualified elector in
Pennsylvania. As I see it that would not necessarily
cost you the right to participate in ang congression-
al election for if you started your two year residence
immediately fcllowing an election participated in there
your two years would “have transpired by the time of the
next biennial election.

Margzaret and I did have a most pleasant time
in 5. C,, but traveling was far from pleasant because
of the excessive heat. We Mary is more satisfying than
we had ever considered a daughter-in-law could be and
we are well pleased with her parents and the rest of the
family. Paul is very fortunate. He really hit the jack
pot in more ways than one, graduating with high honors,
Phi Beta Kappa, Fulbright grant for a year's study in
Copenhagen and Mary. Who could ask for more?

- Camilla and Celina and Raymond got back early
yesterday. We stopped by after office hours and had a
visit. They drove all night and were pretty well tired
out on arrival, Sincere best wishes,

Sincerely yours,




WALTER H. ROBERTS
THE MANOR ALDEN PARK
PHILADELPHIA 44, PA.

10 July 1952

Dear Cornie:

I am deeply interested in the forthcoming November election
and am concerned about my voting status. I consider myself a bona
fide resident of Alabama since I have always voted in Alabama, pay
Alabama State Income Tax, file Federal Income Tax in Birmingham
and what real property I own is in Alabama. In the past, when
outside the State, 1 have voted in Alabama by absentee ballot, but
in the last State elettion I was told that the law had been changed
to provide that a voter mist be in the State within 30 days of en
election in order to qualify.

In discussing my position to a friend here, he is of the
belief that I could register in Pennsylvania and establish a yvotin
residence here without jeopardizing any rights (except votingi as
a legal resident of Alabama. Do you have any thoughts in this
matter? If not, to whom in Alabama should I address an inquiry.

I trust you and Margaret had a pleasant trip to Beaufort
and are happy over the acquisition of a daughter.

Sincerely yours,

[do~

WALTER H. ROBERTS
Dr. C. A. Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama
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CITY MORTGAGE COMPANY

SPECIALISTS IN

F. H. A. AND CITY LDANS

TELEPHONE AT. 8252

G. B. ROBERTSON, MANAGER 514 REDICK TOWER
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

October 23, 1947

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen;

Your corporation has recently come to my attention,
and T would appreciate any information you can send
me in regard to it's nature, what it does, etc.

Very truly yours,

e e

G, B, Robertson
L+l

" GBR/eam
Dear Mr. HRbertsons

Under separate cover I am Pleased to
send you printed material I hope you may
find of imterest.

Our plan has been in operation here for
more than fifty-~-two years. Its effectiveness
in preventing any unfair advantage to monop~
oly we believe tc account for the fact that
Fairbope 1s the largest and most repidly
gr & town in Baldwin County. ‘

ould yowr interest contirue I will !
be pleased to hear further from Yo,

Very truly yours, |

C.4.Caston, Sec,.
Fairhope 8ingle Tax Corp.



F. L. BROWN, PRESIDENT E. B. GASTON, SECRETARY

R, E. L. CONNOLLY, TREASURER

FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION

: ADMINISTERING
4

Fairhope Single Tax Colony B £, rdcie s

ESTABLISHED 1895 2 ? z Z |

The assessuent against the Inn properties in 1928,

was $8,000 on the Inn proper, $5,000 on two cottaces |
detached, or a total for buildings of

In 1938, after an expenditure, as we are informed of
about #30,000, a large part of which went into repairs
and alterations of the Inn proper and the remainder j
into an "annex"to the same, the assessment on build- 1
ings was raised t®x as follows:

Hotel Building, 2 cottages and garage, 18,000

Colonial Inn Annex, - = =-.—- = — - — = 20,000
§36,000
Exclusive of $1850 for equipment.

This would be 60% on $#60,000, which we consder is entirely
more than the properts is worth.

\ [
Eﬁg The Inn proper was built About 1SQ@0. and is therefore about
@ = 21 years old. While fairly well maintained and much improved in
‘ N 1929, a building of the character must have depreciated muchn
\&f § q\\ which is not visible to casual observation. .
NI R Fattidedlorces eciol ’
' ) The two cottagespabout 1908 by Alfred J. WOlf,JBn the
il S Fairhope Courier &f either one was advertisfed openly for seale
X \‘ \ in Oct. 1915)\for ©1,000.-While they were altered and the roof
‘ ?‘¢“ raised, have been stuccoed, etc., it would not appear that
Fé they could have been increased in value during the 16 years,
\\ $;?\\ with depreciation to be worth, $8,333f to justify a 60% ass't of
P ¢t £5,000. y 1
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: 1930 TAX RETURN LIST

All questions on this return must be asked and answers noted hereon. Dollars | Cts. School District No..............

Were you on the first day of October of the present year an executor, administrator, curator, guardian Real Estate 3 fe ﬁ) e CQ)’!/M‘ /
commtteg- assignee, commissioner, receiver or trustee of any person? P 1 Property ...$. List of Prop , w » Beat No' -------- Q—
Give name. Total Y 5‘1:

Have you in your possession or under your control any property or other thing of value belonging to any Sohs ; P. O. Add!‘“& -2?7 a4y e Occupation

2 . 0! ax
other person or corporation?...........Give name of owner . - Ton To G. W. RgBERTSON Tax Assessor,&ald win County, Alabama, for the Year 1930
Do you have an infant son or daughter who is a member of your family and who owns property? Sehool District N oy
00} o. ax
i i - v. Act, 1919). It shall be a misdemeanor for any yer, or attorney, or agent, of any taxpayer having authority to make tax returns, to fail, neglect
s o T A g School District No. Tax or refuss:f):ngmm“ (%eof the tax am) or to fill out or have filled out the herein provided for, or to fail to give the information herein provided for, or tﬁgfml
Does any other member of your family who resides with you own property? refuse, or neglect to take and subseribe to the oath or affirmation reqmred to such schedules or to fail to return the same to assessor as prescribed by law.
School Distriet No. Tax| 402 (Rev. Act, 1919). Any officer on whom any duty is imposed by the revenue law, who fails or neglects to perform such duty, if there is no other
Give name. punishment provided for such failure or neglect must, on conviction, be fined not less than twenty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars.
2 EXELL:E")I‘O.? Tax- Tax 2 Tax- Tax
5 MValu e PrNex[: d payer’s Aﬁas(;r's bVal\lx;hon REAL ESTATE—DESCRIPTION + = Pryeeeding Epa.yer'ge %i-iess?r’s l‘)/nllﬁxtion
nsurance. 44 —_— ecedin; Estimate | V: oard || Insurance. . ear’s stima ue fo! d
s el & sy cudiine o o, Year’s of Vn:]lue Ameu-ue 4 oiy Review (Note whether mineral right, surface right, timber right, turpentine right, or other right. Valuation | of Value Amr oyReov?:w
No. Value. Valuation | ~(g09;) ment (60%) ment
| T 1. Household and kitchen
o R L e T i O S 1
Exemptions of
2. Hogs . $150.000n  \ | _____|______________ 2
Items 1to 5
............ 3. Sheep---o-oeceoeeeeeenn | andof$10000 || | 3
each on farm
............ 4. Cows and calves...... / and mechanical \| _____|_____________| 4
tools and
5. Sewing machines...... li)ouh:ry T T 1 (G o (N TP & 5
ucted from
6. Farming & Mechanical Tools.. | full 100% value | | .| _____________ 6
. ecaraecn,. SN IR B (M I (S T ¢ 7

............ 8.CattleNo...__.___________________. ___,GoatsNo...______._______| 8

............ 9. Cotton and other agricultural produets.______.___________________| 9

............ 10. Printing presses, equipment and materials________________________| 10

............ 11. Docks, wharves, wharf-boats, Ia.ndmgs and warehouses, pnvate or|

eommumty fernm, 1 dxbeh tramroads, pole roads| 11
12. Steamboats, vessels and water-craft of every name or kind______ 12

13. Stocks of goods, wares and merchandise, based on average amount
carried during the 12 months rrwedmg October 1st. The
amount to be not less than capital employed in the business____ 13

............ 14. Libraries 14

............ 15. Pianos and other musical instruments.________._________________| 15
............ 16. Puntmgs 16

17

18. Watches, eloeks. ... 18
............ 19. W{g_oPs, buggies, bicycles and all other vehicles except motor|

Typewriters, adding machms, cash registers, iron safes, officel
and store furniture and fixtures

............ 21. Guns, pistols, eanes.______________ . ... |2

19

............ 20. 20

Studs, jacks, jennets. ... ___.___________________________________ 24

Machinery and equipment of furnaces, rolling mills, mines, quar-
ries, ete. 25

............ 26. Machi and t of cotton gins, oil mills, cotton com-
presses, grun elmtora, ﬂour md gnst mxlls saw mills and other|
iring luded in Item No. 25 26

turers, not including produets mxnu.factmed within twelve

............ 27. Supplies, raw materials and manufactured articles of man )3
mo!
and stored at point of ture_____

27

Y g

............ 28, Money hoarded whether in custody of the owner op/in safety
li)OBlt vault or elsewhere (but not including on d it

I 29. Shares of stock in my incorporated company/(::cludmg banks|
other than national banks) not incorporated under the laws
of this State unless listed and recorded and tax thereon paid as

............ 31. On the gross amount of commissions or charged and received

uring each year by any auctioneer, provided, nothing ‘herein
contained shall be construed as 1 g a tax on commissions
received for the sale or rental of real estate, or brokerage on

loans on real estate or the underwriting of insurance.___________ 1 B O ) SY—
............ . All other property, real, personal and mixed not hereinbefore
T RN - -cno o owme AR < g Pl (R
------------ 83. On gross sales of goods, wares, merchandise, and fruit by eu-go
at auction during p (to be taxed to ti
at one-eighth of one per eent; ____________________________________ L F e o o
------------ 34. Gross sales at auction of goods, wares, and merchandise
arg: sales by cargo (Item 33) during preceding twelve montﬁn
taxed to auctioneer at one-quarter of one per cent________ MLm=

- N | ¥ bt B4}

provided for in Sections 44 to 51, inclusive, of Rev. Act of 1927__| 29| .. | ___________
------------ 30. All investments in bonds not t i taxati 8 o I SRS

Nunber of acres improved

Separate or special interests in real estate such as mineral rights, the right to mine minerals,
turpentine rights, timber rights, the right te cut timber, etc., should be separately described and
listd as other real estate interests are listed.

T T T T L REe R W Tn, e S e S S _

CITY PROPERTY—DESCRIPTION

Addition or City of

2% s LT

’s Fee, $

I I 10% Penalty

HAVE YOU LISTED ALL IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED ON THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY? Answer yes or no

Real Estate bought from whom?_ . _..._.__________ = o , Price paid, $
T AR T T S R W, N TG sculi, S (NI SENEN (RN 5 S S DR S /)-..., Price paid, $

Oath to be Administered to Taxpayer.—

or in which

is a full and complete ret

“I do solemnly

roperty owned by.
“me” if the property returned is his own property, and if not his own property, state

_had any interest whatever, the

ear that the foregoing hst

M

nials

roperty returned by me.. — LD, ZV 777 Y, e Vet 4  a®

own property, heﬁ %te the capacity in which he returns such property fzfaasessm t.)

(Here desi;
county, on the first day of Octo
and of the improvements on lan

Subseribed and sworn to before me this the 3 ........ day of

J MARSHALL & BRUCE CO., NASHVILLE

> the owner for whom return is made.
f the present tax year, and that the statement of the amount of
sted in the foregoing schedule, s

elp me God.”

rson, corporation or estate for whom the property is returned.)
for taxation, or exemption from taxation, is in this

my personal knowledge,

2.4 A~

I hereby certify that before taking the foregoing assessment list, {admxmsbered the oath required t
or agent making this return and that I interrogated the said party as the law directs in regard to the sa

%

(P giving in return.)
will sign here.) (Give name and style of office here.)
nd Sectlon 3014, Revenue Act 1923, to taxpayer
41\«. 4 Tax Assessor.
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or in which

All questions on this return must be asked and answers noted hereon. > ! Dollars | Cts. |Mills School District No.......... i
Were you on the first day of October of the present year an executor, administrator, curator, guardian Real Estate. 2% / 6
committee, assignee, commissioner, receiver or trustee of any person? P 1 Property ._$ List of Prol 3 Beat 7N0 """"" .
Give name.
Total H /g ; é;e 0. %M
Have you in your possession or under your control any property or other thing of value belonging to any ey ; P. O. Address ZJ [ @ CANV A~ Occupation
0! ax
e : >
ST —— O — Assessor’s Fee To G. W. I%BERTSON Tax Assessor, Baldwm County, Alabama, for the Year 1930
Do you have an infant son or daughter who is a member of your family and who owns property? ... Sehool District N =
.- . 00 () ax!
i s - . Gl Seeti: v. Act, 1919). It shall be a misdemeanor for any yer, or attorney, or agent, of any taxpayer having authority to make tax returns, to fail, neglect
SEP - aheye o M S Y A School District No. Tax or refuse onogm of the tax as)se:or to fill out or have filled out the schedule or list herein provided for, or to fail to give the information herein prowded for, or tggfaul
Does any other member of your family who resides with you own property? refuse, or neglect to take and subscribe to the oath or affirmation required to such schedules or to fail to return the same to assessor as prescribed by law.
School District No.. Tax| Section 402 (Rev. Act, 1919). Any officer on whom any duty is im by the revenue law, who fails or neglects to perform such duty, if there is no other
Give name. punishment provided for such failure or neglect must, on conviction, be fined not less than twenty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars,
Bmlfl;gw Tax- Tax = Tax- Tax
Value. 5 Prgczﬁti;ng Epayer's %ﬁess(;r's Xﬂ%&m . REAL ESTATE—DESCRIPTION 5 E ) Preceding E];::l);:r's z‘&,sslessofr’s Valuation
2 & - stimate ue for | by ce. LS F . . 0. Acres ear’s imate alue fo by Board
PERSONAL PROPERTY—DESCRIPTION . b No Year’s | of Value | Assess- | of Review (Note whether mineral right, surface right, timber right, turpentine right, or other right. Valuation | of Value A,ssess-r ofy Reov?;w
o ue. Valuation | ~(g09) ment (60%) ment
1. Household and kitchen
L T R i S e @ [ =y e v 7= B oy Ty I Wpa WSy — = S oy
Exemptions of
2. Hogs . $160000n i NI .1 .} % ______i % ¢ S b S L PN PR . SR 5
Items1to5 2
R and.of $100.00-J. Lot oo Lo oon Ll 11 TR s SO T A S - TRk ‘,’[ e
each on farm
4. Cows and calves and hanfedl \|..L..f.__&L_______l ;- | S I RS - CENE) S i SRR £
tools and
5. S g hi pouleyde. Sl . 1 _ 1 - 5 B et R
ducted from
6. Farming & Mechanical Tools.. | full 1009, value 6
L S 7
T RSO S TS T s R N R YO R R YNNG T e IR ¢ D,
9. Cotton and other agricultural produets_..___________~____________| 9\ __\ | |
10. Printing presses, equipment and materials._______________________ 0 I S G- ) . S S
11. Docks, wharves, wharf-boats, la.ndmgu md warehouses, private or
community ferries, Is, ditches, tramroads, pole roads| 11 |- .| o oo\ |l
-| 12. Steamboats, vessels and water-craft of every name or kind______ i S R > S MR < SIS T
13. Stocks of goods, wares and merchandise, based on average amount
carried dunng the 12 months preceding October 1st. The
amount to be not less than umtaremployed in the business.___| 13
R R T T e I e o ~ -- -
............ 15. Pianos and other 1 instr ts. - RS0 T N I SN o S N .
............ 16. Paintings______-.-.. zas SRR SN W N T WESEE MO © T Y.
e ol F3 & ¥ ¥ -
R i SR 7 B D | BRENTT o 2= =
_____________________________ Ll iaes {1 44 i Bif i = =g
............ 20. Typewriters, adding machines, cash registers, iron safes, office|
and store furniture and ﬁxtures_______-..4.-----___.____1.8_' _______ 0 B S R A G S © CHRNES St
............ 21. Guns, pistols, canes..._._.__._________ 5 & B TR o ATM - Mpns i © s
............ IR TR R U LA SRS SN SR T IR Y S SR S SN = S GRS ¢ S
............ &y SRR 55 Sk S ST DS AR 5 (e | i [ e 33 oy e o e o 3
24 Studs, jacks; jenmets. .5 oo oAb o 3 L] . TN I RGNS xS W, SN 6
............ 25. Machinery and equipment of furnaces, rolling mills, mines, quar- -
ries, ete. B¢ BN TS - el MR | BRI
............ 26. Machinery and equipment of cotton gins, oil mills, cotton com- ]
presses, grain elevators, flour and grist , saw mills and other|
manufacturing establishments not included in Item No. 25______ Lo b6 T ) et A - ke 3 =
............ 27. Supplies, raw materials and manufactured articles of manufac-| G S Separate or special interests in real estate such as mineral rights, the right to mine minerals, |._____| _____| ____{ _____________ 23
t:;tm;td u:«;lul:i&xt p;gdum urfmnufactured within twelve months| turjentine rights, timber rights, the right te cut timber, etc., should be separately deseribed and
i ST s T A P - G R I e e o SALC T lkigl an fther roul catateiinterestparo lited. - ¢ - § 1 ¢ b b W R L b - --
............ 28, l:,lioneyt hmuxiged whethl:ar m(bcu:todty A the owner or in safety
eposit va or elsewhere ut not inelu on TR SENRREC:. TRRSCIRS FRRRAS CUSETS. Tt CTS, SN vty | S S5 IS NS Iny) Iy ep
0 beitks) ding 5 R D S S R R B RS = B ey i Nunber of acres ImProVed - - - e o
----------- 29. Shares of stock in any incorporated company (including banks eeeeeeeee---| Nunber of acres proved------- ettt ettt S S =
°§hgmt§mtemﬁ°nﬂmb&§ks) dnot %gw;tg‘dx gﬁder the lgw- CITY PROPERTY—DESCRIPTION
of tate unless and reco an ereon paid as -
provided for in Sections 44 to 51, inclusive, of Rev. Act of 1927__| 29 Lot No. Block No. Addition or City of
............ 30. All investments in bonds not exempt from taxation......._______
............ 31. On the gross amount of commissions or sums charged and received : Y :
during each year by any aucuoneer, T Rl o ZT OSSN SRS TR SR R R B Bl e BT TR E D Rk S S B TS % RS SR gt WRRT SNe N NS SIELES: SO SH S
contained be construed as levying a tax on commissions|] | | | | | = Jeeemeemmme|remmmmmm e e e e e e e e e bmaeaee
received for the sale or rental of real estate, or brokerage on
loans on real estate or the underwriting of insurance____________ s o O . IS SR S MR Y BOR RS T  Sigl tiig e Il - JRRE L N0 e Wi I SRS e OSR. i SIS S Bl et TGN RIS SR SN 2
............ 32. All other property, real, personal and mixed not hereinbefore I
ST IR et (e e SR e PR ST S B B T e | B e e T B e T T PR R NI, SN RS oL -
............ 33. On gross sales of goods, wares, m dme, and Irlut by
at auction during preceding years (to be taxed t el.rgo """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" <7
at one-eighth of one per eul{ _____ | S e et o pmtete tapepmmpr .yt e (ot e
------------ 34. Gross sales at auction of goods, wares, and merchandise T B i ke ae B AN SE T EE i SR N RO Gt i kit Sauael N s s -
a.rg: sales by cargo (Item 33) during preceding twelve months
to be taxed to auctioneer at one-quarter of one per cent________ i ememm—o — oS T SRR B PR TR MR S SRS SRRSO SRR T I SR B S (. S © Yy SRpae SR Sote: - TS IS CSIRUE DR TS o=
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ | A T S e s | s Fee, § .Y || 10% Penaity $
e NNy S COREt W Wt BN S W A AR I N g 2 HAVE YOU LISTED ALL IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED ON THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY? Answer yes or no %
Real Estate bought from whom?_____ S e < e = G Phiepid & ...
...................................................................................................................................... LR T T R RS TR e oA SR A S A «SEE. S e UG T
REMARKS: Oath to be Administered to Taxpayer.—“‘I do solemnly swear that the foregomg llst of erty returned by me._. &7 A4 -~ 7/ 7
s 8 f not property, here state the capacity in which he returns such propey for assessment.)
is a full and complete re all the pro&erty owned by.
state “me” if the property returned is his own property, and if not his own property, state the name of the person, corporation or estate for whom the property is returned.)

had any interest whatever, the si

and of the improvements

MARSHALL & BRUCE CO., NASHVILLE

(Here designate the owner for whom return is
county, on the first day of Oct: of the present tax year, and that the statement of the amount of

Subseribed and sworn to before me this the 03 / day of gﬂ/rd

I hereby certify that before taking the foregoing assessment list, I administered the oath required to be ad
or agent making this return and that I interrogated the said party as the law directs in regard to the sa

ich for taxation, or exemption from taxation, is in this

correct, to my personal knowledge,

onl listed in the foregoing schedule, so help me God.”

Ynsuran et
199.0. W % (/  (Person giving in return.)
)

(Give name and style of office here.)
Revenue Act 1923, to taxpayer
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QFFICE OF

G. W. ROBERTSON

TAX ASSESSOR BALDWIN COUNTY
1 .

SEND STAMPS FOR REPLY

“'COMMAND US ANY TIME™
¢

BAY MINETTE, ALA.,

October 19th, 1931.

Mr. E. B. Gaston
Fatrtrhope, Ala.

A~

Dear Mr, Gaston:-

Y

Answering your letter of the 16th with reference to the
assessment of the Colonial Inn, in which you inquire what

was the result of the meeting of tih: Board of Review last

suaner relative to this assessment, will say thet the redords
show a reduction was made by the Board of Review in this assess-
ment of §$7,000.00 which left a total valuation of $30,850,00.
The assessment is on the booksét $37,850.00 but es soon as T
have completed my rounds, I will get in touch with the proper
guthori ties that they might give me the authority to error this
assessment to the amount of #7,000.,00. As soon as this is done,
I in turn, will have the collector render the Coloniel Inn a bill

for sane.

G. W. Robertson.
Tex Assessor.

& W Y eC e

s M
I

s, £ Pt TAF
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OFFICE OF SEND STAMPS FOR REPLY

G. W. ROBERTSON

TAX ASSESSOR, BALDWIN COUNTY

"COMMAND US ANY TIME"

BAY MINETTE, ALA.,
November 24th, 1931,

o

Mr., £, B, Gaston
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston:-

I have just received from the State Tax Commission author-
ity to error the assessments of the Colonial Inn to the
amount of $30,850.00 which is the value recommended by the
Board of keview. '

I am also inclosing, herewith, corrected bills for them,

Trusting you will find the ebove satisfactory, I am

Ysgfg’ﬁery ruly,

2~
G. W. ’Robertson.

Tax Assessor.

:Z%ZéEéﬁg&g; ? /?7 /A¢;59‘7<’
M rW 5/6
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Fairhope, Alabama
October 24, 1942

Hon. G. W. Robertson,
Judge of Probate
Bay liinette, Alaﬂama

Dear Judge Robertson:

Since acquiring my 1942-43 License to prac-
tige Chiropractic I have found it necessary to so alter
my plans that this license will be of no service tc me. .

I am now enlisted in the Iledical Corps of the
United States Army and am orderdd to report for duty
November 5th. I have talked with Dr. C. A. Gaston who
informs me that he has not yet renewed his license and
he has suggested that his name be substituted for mine
on the enclosed licernse and he will reimburse me for the
fee paid, :

Both Dr. Gaston and I hope that this matter
may be handled in this manner or that you will suggest
to us an alternative,

Very truly_yours,
















Oct 33, 1936

Judge G. ¥. Fobertson
Ba’kﬁinetta, Ala. ,

Deax Sir:

Enclosed find an instrument
releaginug a lecase to A. N. and C. G. W
Whittier in deed book 49 NI §, pages 153
to 155 which I wish to have recorded.
Please billi we for the chuzges.

Veiy truly youzes, .

Secretary

CAG/mg




117 West Kilborn St.
lansing 6, Mich.
Jan. 22, 1947

Sec'y Pairhope Jingle Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alahama :

Dear Bir ':

A few years ago liy wife and I spent a week or more in Fairhope.

This year we would like to spend two or three months in the South and
would like to come to Fairhope.

Can you tell me, or turn this letter over to some ore else whot{ean,
whether it will be possible to obtain accormodations or vhether the tovn
ig Mtull up*? Can rooms be secured in private homes 9 What hotels

are there and what are the rates 9
I will appreciate whatever Jou can do toward letting me know vhat the

conditions are there this yesr. Incidentally, I have been a believer
in the Single Tax all my life,

Youza - truly







-y

ol 0
f

October 3C, 1940

¥r. E. C. Rockwell,'
705 Palisade St.
Pasadena, Callf. ,

 Dear Mr, Rockwell:

I regret to discover that yocur letter re-

5arainb the Somers
has been neglected
ture on the system

system of fixing colony rentals

for'so 1léng.

We have no litera-

now, Mr. Somers came here and

get the method mused,

The best work we know of

on Lh s system 1s "The Science and Practice of Ur-
ban Land Valuation", published and distributed by’
Thé Kanufaczurers' Apﬁralsal Comrqny& 4021 Walnut °
St,, Philadelphia, Pa, The cost is 53, 00 per copy.
1 wonder if it naj not be in your public library,
Whln the system was instituted in Faire
hope what was considered to be the most valuablé lot

.4n the community was given B frontage rate of 1.00

and us*nx 4 multiplier of 100 this gave an annual
rent of $1,00 per front foot 100 feet deep lesser or

greater deuths being calculated by means of the Som=- /

ers depth curve., All other sections of the town
were glven retes relative to their value and the
rents calculated as sbove, Corner lots, of coursey
receive special treatment by apflying the Scuers
cornér card values in addition to the frontage val~
uesx,

/

The general growth of the community qnd

‘public improvements of. general enhancement value

are taken care of by increasing the multiplier and
Fairhope's multiplier which started at LDO has now
become 2,59, Irregular rates of growth or of dise
tribution of communal benefits aure taken care of by
ad justments in the frontage rate in the particular

locality, A general roview is made each year and -

it is seldom’that no opportunity for equalization
can be found. GCenerally the result is a raise but
often some detrimental infliuence will b¢ discover-
ed Justifying a decrease in the rate,

I am sorry'not to be able to give you a
more complete report

A

Very truly‘&ours,‘

§bcretary.}







More Alabama State Highway Funds Or Loss Of
Available Federal Aid . .. Which Shall It Be?

\Writing in the March issue of this maga-
zire | made two statements that | repeat.
| stated that there must be more funds
made available to
the Alabama High-
way Department, if it
iSRRI G
match Federal Aid
funds during the next
several years. | also
stated that the an-
swer to the need for
more funds was for
the legislature to
meet, forget petty
. jealousies, political
~ ambitions and with-

E. N. Rodgers

the assistance and cooperation of the
przsent administration to reach a sane
ard conservative conclusion on the proper
ways and means of providing sufficient
funds to match Federal Funds naw avail-
able and those anticipated under the ex-
tension of the Federal Highway Act of
1944, These two statements are the
theme of this article and | will justify
them with facts and figures.

Revenue for operation of the State
Highway Department comes from three
main sources, namely: Gasoline tax, auto
tog tax and motor carrier fees. The yearly
rote of income from these sources is of
follows: For each cent of gasoline tax
$4£,200,000, Auto tag tax $5,000,000, and
for motor carrier fees $500,000. The State
Highway Department gets three cents of
the gasoline tax but one cent of this is
put in trust for the County Aid Program,
therefore revenue from the gasoline tax
available to the State Highway Depart-
ment yearly is twice $4,200,000 or $8,-
400,000. This plus the $5,000,000 from
the auto tag tax and the $500,000 from
the motor carrier fees gives the State
Highway Department a yearly operating
capital of $13,900,000. This is the present
yearly income and should fuel rationing
again be adopted these figures would
shrink materially but for estimating pur-
poses this level will be used for income for
the next seven years.

There are certain yearly expenditures
by the Highway Department which are
necessary and which are of about the
same amount each year that must be de-
ducted from the income before construc-
tion funds can be evaluated. These are as
follows: Debt Service, $2,900,000. Road
Maintenance $4,000,000. Administration
$500,000. Equipment Purchases $900,000.
Advice and Aid to Municipalities and
Counties $100,000. These amount to $8,-

continue to.

out prejudice, with

400,000 yearly, leaving $5,500,000 for
all construction.

Federal
available to Alabama come from the
Highway Act of 1944. Under this bill there
will be $29,042,159, 90 per cent of which
must be matched and all of which must
be under contract by June 30, 1950. As
of this date there remains $16,484,140 un-
spent. It will take $14,211,743 to match
this and all of this must be under con-
tract by June 30, 1950. Of this $14,211,-
743, $10,211,000 must come from State
funds, leaving $4,000,743 to be matched
from County and County Aid Funds. In
addition to this it will take $2,575,000 to
pay off todate Federal Aid contracts
underway, or a total of $12,786,000 from
State funds for Federal Aid to June 30,
1950. For the purpose of analysis let us
forget the months of May and June and
say that within the next two years the
State will need $12,786,000 to match
available Federal Aid or $6,393,000 year-
ly.

In addition to Federal Aid construc-
tion, the State Highway Department con-
tinually does a certain amount of con-
struction financed with all state funds.
As of October 1, 1947 the Highway De-
partment estimated it would take $3,375,-
000 to finance this 100% state fund pro-
gram until September 30, 1948 or one
year. It is reasonable to assume that
this yearly rate will continue, therefore
this would amount to $6,750,000 by June
30, 1950. In addition to this $6,750,000
it will take $2,450,000 to pay off all
State financed construction to date, mak-
ing a total of $9,200,000 by June 30,
1950. Add this to the $12,786,000 for
Federal Aid and you.have $21,986,000
for construction up to 1950 or $10,993,-
000 yearly. As set out above in operating
income there is only $5,500,000 left year-
ly for construction leaving a deficit on
June 30, 1950 of $10,986,000 for two
years operation.

There is in Congress at the present a
new bill (H.R. 5888) which has been re-
ported favorably by the House Public
Works Committee and which in all proba-
bility will become law. This bill extends
the present Federal Aid Funds, from the
termination of the 1944 Act in 1950, until
1952. It allows a three year period of
expenditure which means that funds al-
located must be under contract by June
30, 1955. This bill will give to Alabama
$29,042,159 more Federal Aid beginning
on June 30, 1950 and extending to June
30, 1955. All but 10% of this must be
matched, amounting to $26,128,943. If

Aid funds which are now,

the same State policy is used during this
period that has been used under the
1944 Act regarding the Farm to Market
program, 3 /4 of the secondary federal
aid money will be matched by the Coun-
ties and from State money in trust for
them, which will not affect the State
Highway expenditures as set out above.
There will be $11,120,875 in secondary
funds in the new bill, less 10% not to
be matched, is $10,008,788. Taking 1 /4
of this you get $2,502,197 which is the
amount to be matched out of the regular

state highway department’s operating
fund.

This all adds up to the fact that from
1950 to 1955 it will take $18,622,343
from the regular operating funds of the
State Highway Department to match Fed-
eral Aid under the new bill. Add to this
the $12,786,000 needed from now until
1950 and you have $31,408,343 needed
from State Highway operating funds to
match Federal Aid for the next seven
years.

If the present pace of the 100% state
financed construction should continue, the
$3,375,000 yearly estimated program plus
the $2,450,000 which is necessary to pay
off the program todate will take from
now until 1955 $26,075,000. Add this
to the $31,408,343 required to match
Federal Aid and you have $57,483,343
for the entire construction program up to
1955. Divide this by seven years and you
get $8,211,906 which is needed each
year as against available construction
funds of $5,500,000. This is a yearly de-
ficit of $2,711,906 which for the seven
year period would amount to a deficit
of $18,983,342.

Our Highway program is in the pro-
cess of bogging down. It may be neces-
sary, as a last resort, to exercise the
States prerogative under Section 15A of
the Farm to Market Act and Stop County
Aid. This would spell disaster for the
County construction program. | repeat the
statement in the first paragraph and
quote “These are times that try men’s
souls”, it is time for immediate concerted
action, without prejudice or jealousy on
the part of the legislature and the ad-
ministration in order that this State may
keep pace with the remainder of the
nation in Highway Construction.

These figures are of such importance
that | have asked the publishers of both
“Alabama Highways” and “Alabama
Bulldozier” magazines to print this article
in order that all possible circulation be
given them.

—Alabama Highways.
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May 14, 1948 :

TO ALL MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS IN ALABAIA:

Gentlemen:

I hope that you won't think me presumptuous and I assure
you that it Is nnly concern for the welfare of Alabama's
road progr#i~ that has prompted me to write you,

For fear that you did not read the April issue of "Ala-
bama Highways" magazine, I am enclosing a reprint of an
article which I wrote describing the status of Alabama's
highway program for the next seven years., I am not
especially proud of the authorship of this article but

the facts are of such importance to you as a Municipal
Official that I have sent you this so that I will be sure
that you know of the danger that faces our road and street
programs,

You are vitally concerned because vour town is entitled

to a share of all Federal Aid extended to Alabama and

there is a danger of losing this unless more funds are made
available to the State Highway Department for matching
purposes. JSince the Federal Government has revised their
policy and will extend aid to streets which can be considered
extensions or stubs to the regular highway system, this
Federal Aid can mean much to each municipality. It is,
therefore, imperative that action be taken by the Legis-
lature to, in some manner, insure the public against loss
of these Federal funds and the stopping of our highway

and street program.

The present shortage of construction funds in the State
Highway Department has reached the point where it is time
for all parties concerned to forget petty jealousies,
political ambition, distrust of the Administration and to
intelligently work out some plan for the future financing
of our construction program.,

As stated I have no motive in sending you this except to
inform you of the condition that exists in the Highway
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Department. I would be glad if you would discuss these
figures with your legislator, reminding him of the im-
portance of the cortinuation of the present road and street
program. I will be glad to discuss this with you at any-
time and if ‘1 ean clarify this further please write me.

In the May issue of "Alabama Highways" there will appear
another article written by me "Ways and Means for More
Highway Revenue, and Safeguards for its Use". I will
appreciate your reading this.

Sincerely,

ALABAMA ROAD BUILDnRQ ASSOCIATION, INC.

/////W’ )/wc/

Be N, Rodegers !
Engineer-Manager

EBR TS ]
Enclosure
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Sonty gttty
Bay Minette, Ala.,
Dear ir, Bogm:’ : ’

I appreciate that you ere very busy now
but we would 1lke to give some further considerae
tion tc a limited amount of gtreet improvement a-
3 - the lines cutlined by you in previous convere
satcicns,

' The lineal foctage involved in the pro-
posed project 1s 1,549 and the width of the pro-
pesed suriacing 20 £t. This covers the dtreets -
gon and 1 locked 'over, viz, Magnolia Ave., Section
t. to 8chool st.g Panereft 8t,, Magnolia to Faire

fo” Ave., and £t., Hagnolla to Fairhope
ve. .

I wonder if it is mgrfoscibln for you
to write us a letter fully desoriding the proposed
procedure for the lmprovement and the approxiamte
anount and cost of matorials? If you could do this
and also have a talk with O¢orge Dyson on methods
mcibl we could go shead and he gettm; sone of

work done, or 1f 1t appears better
to let i1 go until ancther yesr due to cost or othe
or reagons we could postpone action until next soa-
sm. % §

I assure you that we shall be appreciate
ive of puch attention as you can give this matter
at this time. While I am ¢on t being away
for a couple of weeks I believe might be
done in -meantime if we had the information. In
eonglderation of this please send a copy of your ree
ply to me to the Mayor or to George Dyson. :

Apprecietively yours,

-fﬁnﬁry. o



ey 28, 1940.°

Mr, Ed. Rogers,
County Engineer,
Bay Minette, Alabama,
Dear\Mr. FRogers:

As I told you I expected to do I discussed with our
Executive Council a prOposition for financing an experiment in.
road stabilization such as we discussed on May Day here.

The proposal was favorably received and we would
like to get started just aé soon as it suits you to supervise
the work - I also talked the matter over with the layor and
Town Couneil and they are altogether agreeable

Our reason for wanting to get started as soon as
possibly is in the hope that if the work proves acceptab;e
the program can be extended this season.

This week we bought 600 gallons of bunker C oil and
haﬁe made én application on one of our side streets and if
you can give us any advice or specif%cations oﬁ 0il treat-
ment we will appreciate it I am‘sure. ;

~ Hope I may hear from you soon with regard to this
and with highest personal regards I am,
Sihcefely yours,

Secretary.





















Sept. i9, 1949

Mrs. F. P. Rogers
11329 Joffre St.
Los Angeles, 24, Calilf.
Dear Mrs. Rogers:

In reply to your letter of'Sept. 6, the Dixie
Hotel here in the center of the business district across
the street from the Postoffice has rooms; also Gec. J.
Viagoner in the next block toward the bay who is operating
what was formerly the Kanuck, possibly operated by Mlrs.
Jardine in your time, and at the next corner West the
Fairhope Hotel.

None of these serve meals but all are conven-
ient to our quite gcod restauranﬁ here in the business

district. Hope you will have a pleasant trip East.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




11329 JOFFRE STREET
LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 9/6/'49
Mr. G.A.Gaston
Feirhope, Ala,

Dear lr. Gestont

Thank you for your letter of Aug. 3rd/ re: the
Single Tax 1land in Fairhope,

I think your suggestion that I come on and get located in a
rented apts or rooms untill I can look Hhe situation over and
decide whether I want to continue to rent, or will buy something,
is very practicel,and I have decided to do that. i

I want ,however ,to ask one more favor of you, and that is that
you will tell me of some hotel or rooming house thet I con
contact end make & reservation for the day of my arrival.

The Yolonial Inn is the only place of the kind I remember in
the village.but my recolectihon of that is thet it was quite
expensive,and as I might want to take a roon for a week or so,
would like to know if theee is anything else available.

Yhen I was in Fairhope ,some time ago, I used to stay at
Whittier Hall, but know thet the #hittiers both passes away
long ago, but thought there might be something else in that
categorye.

I am planning now, to leave L.A. about the 10th of Oct. and
driving thro wounod get me into Fairhope soon after the 15th.

I am taking the Fairhope Courier,in order to get some idea of
real estate values there, and will contact both you and one or tw
two of the realtors when I arrive.

Thanklng you for your kindness, I am,sincerely
Mrs, F.P.Rogers

11329 Joffre L.A. 2h4. :
e re’ A %——\QQQ_W~




Aug. 3, 1949

Mrs. F. P. Rogers
11329 Joffre St.
Loz ingeles 24, Galif.

Dear lirs. Rcgers:

I was pleased tc learn of your continued inter-
est in Fairhope and the prospect of your coming here tc live.

Our corporatlon still has lots that are conven-
iently located for residence and that can be had for annual
rentals ranging from $20.00 to £50.00 annual rent. Improved
leaseholds can be purchased at prices much increased over
what your husband was offered the preoperty you refer to.
Since 1940 our poulation has almost doubled and since the
supply of buildings has not kept up with demand and build-
ing ccsts have been high prices have gone up.

There are apartments and rocms that can be rented
and I suggest you come on and locate ycurself in rented propg=
erty while locking over the prospects of either buying a suit-
ably improved property or getting a lot and building.

I believe my nephew now has the house you referred
to. He purchased it in 1945 and paid $3500.00 for it. Wwhile
it had been somewhat improved by previous owners he hes had
to spend a considerable amount on repairs and upkeep. That
leot is in a relatively high rent area. It has 86 feet of
stret frontage and is 264 feet deep, the annual rent, $104.02.
gur average lot has 66 feet of street frontage &nd is 132 feet

eep.

If I can be of any further service please write me.

Very truly yours,

Secretary




11529 Yoffre St. L.A. 24 0Oalif
74304149

Dr. Co.A.Gaston, 8ingle Tax Secy.
Fairhope Alsa,.

Dear Dr. Gaston,

wes much interested in the Single Tax
idea as I understood it when in Fairhope some years ago, and
am wondering if you still have land in a location for a small
home in or near the village where one could establish themselves.
on single tax land.

I loved evergthing about Fairhope, and would be very happy
to have a home there, if it could be done without too much
expense.

I would be glad to buy something alreedy built. ,br lease a plot
of land and build, if possible. Would like to know if walues
have increased with'you as they have in other parts of the
country. .
At one time my Husband was offered a little place,in ‘xzather bad
repair, just opposite the park for $1000,00 and he essume the tax
and there wes & little bit of land back of it between the stret
that had some pecan trees on it, Wish I had it nowe.

Would you please let me know as to values, as
I must make arrangments to come, if I am to get there this fall.
I am in need of a HOME, having disposed of mine in the North.
and cen think of no place where I would rather haWe it than in
Fairhope,

Sincerely,

(Mrs. F.P.Rogers ) Florence D. Rogers.

11329 Joffre St. St A Mo U ey oo hasey
Los Angeles, 24 Calif,. g o ATUR
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May 8, 1946

Mr, George W. Roop
4201 Ivy Street
East Chicago, Ind.

Dear lMr. Roop:

e my information that the concrete house nearx
the Golf Course is for sale. I do not, however, have any of
the particulars.

The young man who was building the house died and
it is my understanding that the father has title and that he
does wish to dispose of it., The father's name is Clharles D.
Wilson and his address, 334 N. lain St., St Louis, Michigan.

‘Building in Pairhope is proceeding very actively
and appears to be accelerating as materials are being made
more available.

Our corpprationt is actively at wcrk on street
improvements that will make some of our heretofore in access-
ible lands available for use., A present hdld-up is the short-
age of waterpipe for water extensions and electrical equip-
ment. Surely it will not be long before these supplies are
available. Also an anticipated increase in our rental charges
will influence some of our leasees, having large holdings,
to transfer suitable sites from such leaseholds.

I suggest you communicate with Mr. Wilson or write
to Mr. J. E. Gooden, Fairhope, who, I believe is his local
agent. Hoping you will be successful in accomplishing your
desire to locate here, I am, '

Sincerely ycurs,

Secretary
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Y May 10, 1938,

Hon. Franklin D. Roogevelt,
Pregident U. 8. AO.’

The ®Thite House,
Waghington, D. C.,

Dear Mr. Pregldsnt:-

In an Associated Prees dispatch of April 239th, I saw
a report of y ur recommeniations to Congress concerning the curbd
of monopolies.

I am cheered by one ghort quotation in the dispateh,
vig., your proposal that the field of study cover the "effects
of tax, patent and other governmental policies." To be truly
valuabie thig study musi De Ly siuncere and honeat investigators
who will in the epirit of that greatest of liberal American
economiste, Heury George, "weg no queetion, ghrink frow no con=-
¢lusion, but follow truth wherever it way lead."

& _£ If ;his igidoneil“xael sure that their enduiry into
e eifects o he rel 1tem quoted from your addres "taxes®
will reveal fo them the proper and eff;ot ve meégod f%f gove;h:

ment to attack this great and generally recognized evil of mon-

'Y .
gociety 1s the creator of every value that ies held in
land and all ite related natusal opportunities. If government,
the agent of gociety, collected from every individual or corpo-
ration holding title to land, whether used or unused, the full
amount of the gocially coreated value, monopoly owned and con=-
trolled sites and reecurces would have to be fully developed to

be profitably held. :

; I am gure you will agree that it is nol the capable
and efficient uge of natural resources by monpolies that con-
gtitutes a menace to society, but rather their fallure %to pro-
duoctively use such resources coupled with their destructive use
of the power conferred by title deeds, to ocurb and sirangle

free conpetition.

the public revenue to be derived from this source
would be go great thét taxes on legitimate industry and enter-
prise could be abolished or greatly reduced. Prices of all
commodities could be correspondingly lowered without in any way
endangering legitimate profit. The purchaeing value of the dol-
lar would be greatly increased and undeveloped resources of
our great countpry would be either uged by their present ownerg
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’Ze-onaidqnt Roosgevelt.
f

- or made avauable'fo‘r uge by the great forces of idle capital
and men, the relief of whioh constitutes the major provblem of
governuent today and we would have restored our frontier.

Mr. President, the liberals of our country were great- -
1y encouraged when you ¢ame to VWashington with your high regard
for human rights, with your recognition that it was the evile
in our economic system that prevented a much greater number of
our citizene from enjoying the more abundent 1ife which your
every power of reason assured you ghould be the rule rather than
.the exception. ; j ; \

; : ¥a have watched your actiong closely, we have coopeér-
ated in carrving out the emergency legislation, we have patient-
1y seagched propoeed and adopted reform legislation, hoping %o
find some basis for giving our whole-hearted support, baged on
a recognition that such legislation was based on the fundamen-
tal economic law that would ingure ejuality of opportunity.

ve have been disappointed. The legislation has been
degigned to regulale Ly decree rather than by freeing wsn through
freeing frow monopolistic control the natupral resources, the
gource of all ewploymeni and of 1ife iteelf.

 Though we have submitted to taxatlon, not in propor-
tion to sociul benefits made asvallavle to us, but rether in
proporticn to our ability te pay by reason of our individual in-
dustry and initiative, gome of ue are gtill hopeful and 1t 18
our sincere desire that you will not give up but will follow
the road of enquiry and etudy until it leads you %o the truth
which aione can accowplish your noble ainm, %o free mankind so
that he may seek and enjoy the more abundant 1ife.

Regpectfulily and s;ncerély,

C. A. Gaaton.
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May 10, 1938.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident, U, 8. A., ~
The ¥hite House,
Washington, D. C.,

Dear Mr. President:

In an kAesociated Press dispatch, of April 3%th, I gaw
a report of your recomszendations to Congress concerning the curbd

of moncpolies.

I an cheered Ly one short quotation in the dispatch,
vig,, your proposal that the field of study cover the teffects
of tax, patent and other govermmental policies.” To be truly
Valuable this etudy must be by sincere and honest investigators
who will, in the spirit of that greatest of liberal American
eéconomlgls, Henry George, "beg no question, shrink from no con-
clusicn, but follow truth wherever it way lesd.® : :

If thig ie done I feel sure that their enquiry into
the effectis of the firet item quoted from your address, ftaxes"®,
will reveal to thewm the proper and effective method for govern-
ment to attack this great and generally recognizel evil of mon-

opoly.

Soclety ie the creator of every value that is held in
land and all its related natural opportunities. If government;
the agent of society, collected from every individual op corpo-
ration holding title to land, whether used or unused, the full
amount of the goecially created value, wmwonopoly owned and cone
trolled gitee and resourcee would have to be fully developed to be

be profitably held.

I am sure you will agree that it is not the capable
and efficient use of natural resources by monopolies that con-
stitutes a wenace to society, but rather their failure to pro-
ductively use such resources coupled with their destructive uge
of the power conferred by title deeds, to curb and strangle

free competition.

The public revenue to be derived from this source
would be so great that taxes on legitimate industry and enter=-
prise could be abolished or greatly reduced. Prices of all
commodities could be correspondingly lowered without in any way
endangering legitimate profit. The purchasing price of the
dollar would be greatly increased and undeveloped resouces of
our great country would be either used by their present own-
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ere or made avallable for the use of the great forces of idle
capital and men, the relief of which congtitutes the major prob-

.~ lem of government today and we wowld have reetored our frontier.

Mr. Preésgident, the liberals of our country weré great-
ly encouraged when you care to Yashington with your high regard
for human rights, with your recognition that it was the evile
in our eoccnomic aystem that prevented a much greater nurber of
our citizens from enjoying the more abundant 1ife which your
every power of reason assured you ghould be the rule rather than

the exception.

We have watched your actions clcseely, we have cooper-
ated in carrying out the emergenoy legislation, we have patient-
ly searched proposed and adopted reform legislation, hoping %e
to find esowe basis for givingnour whole-hearted support based 'on
a recoguition that such legislation was founded om the funda-
mental economic law that would insure equality of opportunity.

> We have been dissppointed. fThe legislation has been
designed to regulape by decree rather than by freeing men through

freeing from monopolistic control the natural resources, the

source of all employment and of 1ife itgelf.

: Though we have submitted toc taxation, not in propor-
tion to social benefits made available to ue, but rather in
proportion to our ability to pay by reason of our individual in=-
dustry and initlative, sore of us are etill hopeful and it is
our sincere deeire that you will not give up but wiili follow
the road of enquiry and etudy until it leads you to the truth
which alone can accompllieh your noble aim, to {ree manking so
that he may seek and enjoy the more abundant life. :

Respectfully end sincerely,

Secretary.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1938

My dear MMr. Gaston:

Your letter of May tenth has been
received and will be brought to the President's
attention. In the meantime, please be assured
thet he will deeply avpreciste having your views
and suggestions,

Very sincerely yours,

M7 H. McINTYRE
Secretary to the President

¢. A, Gaston, Esq.,

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope,

Alabame.




Aug. 16, 1938.

Hon. M. H. MoIntyre,
fecretary to the Pregident,
The White House,
Tashington, D. €.,

Dear Sirt-

Tith yeference to my letter of May 10th, to
Presildent Roosevelt and your reply of May 20th, I wigh
to aek your opinion as to whether it would be ethical
for me to publish uy letter to the President or to usge
it in writing %o the mesbers of the Congressional Come
mittee who are making the investigation of monpvolies.

If there has not yet been opportunity to
bring the contents of my letter to the attention of the
Pregident may I request that this be done as carly se
it ig convenient to 40 go. I really think that I wrote
a good letter and that the fundamental principles brought
out in it are of vital importance to the country and are
worthy of the attention of the President sud of the Com=

mittee.

In Mobile, where a States Docks fyestem hag
been developed and where a foreign traie zone hag been
opened under the authority of the Federal Goveraveant I
feel gure that the guccese of this venture 1s, in large.
part due to the faot that the Docks Commigsion owns the
lande needed by prospective industrial users who secure
gite uge on ak leapgehold tenure. I 40 not baslieve it
would have been profiteble for the industries now logcat-
ed on £tate Docks lands to have profitaebly located in
Mobile had they had to secure their sites frow private

" land owners who would certainly have sfded to the gell-
ing prioce the full value of this governmentally created

docks system,

e If there is no objection to wy using the na-

- terisl in my letter in correeponding with members of the
Congressional Committee I will appreciate it if you will
gend me the names of the committeemen and directions for
reaching them. Assuring you of my appreciation for such
attention as you can give this communication I am,

Respectfully yours,




THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

July 10, 1940

My dear Mr. Gaston:

I wish to thank you for your letter of July sixth
together with its enclosures of a letter to Senator Lister
Hill and an editorial page of the July fourth issue of The
Fairhope Courier which I look forward to reading with in-

terest at my earliest opvortunity. Your courtesy and kind-
ness in this matter are very much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. C. A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

Fairhope, Alsbama.



MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX., CHAIRMAN
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;ls;llDAN DOWNEY, CALIF. COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

JAMES M. SLATTERY, ILL.
ALBERT B. CHANDLER, KY,
WILLIAM H. SMATHERS, N. J.

VICTOR RUSSELL, CLERK July 16, 1940

W. I. SMALLEY, ASST. CLERK

Honorable Ce A. Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr, Gastons

In the absence of Senator Hill, who is at the
Convention in Chicago, I have received your letter of recent
date. I shall certainly bring it to the Senator's attention
when he returns to the office and I will also advise him as
to the editorial page in the Fairhope Courier of July 4th.
I know the Senator will read the editorial and also your
letter with much interest and benefit., It is good of you
to take the time and trouble to write him such a good letter
and he values your opinion and suggestions very much indeed.

With all good wishes, I am,

Very sincerely,

33 R”’éﬁ?%t—‘

Secretary to Senator Hi



GEORGE GRANT
2ND DIST, ALABAMA

HoME ADDRESS:

TROY, ALABAMA Congress of the nited States
FBouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.
July 9, 1940

Mr, Cs A. Gaston,
Fairhope, Alabama,

My dear Mr, Gaston:

COMMITTEES:
Roaps
CIVIL SERVICE
ELECTIONS No. 2
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
WORLD WAR VETERANS®
LEGISLATION

I have read with interest your letter

of July 5th, and also the two articles on the
editorial page of the Fairhope "Courier",

Your letter and the articles show that
you have given much thought and consideration to
the matters about which you write. I agree with
you that ecivilization is today in a critical state,
and that the causes besetting it should have the

earnest and careful consideration of all.

lhanking you for writing me, and with

all good wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

GG/de



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1940

Dear Illr. Gaston:

The President has referred to the Treasury
Department your letter of July 6th, with its
enclesures, all of which have been read with
intereét. We much appreciate your thoughtfulness
in thus submitting your views to us and assure
you that your communication will have the careful
consideration of those members of the Depar£ment
who are making a study of matters of this nature.

Sincerely yours,

Mo dr 5ol

Herbert &, Gaston,
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury,

lMir. C., A. Gaston, Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Alabama.



July 6, 1940

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House
Washington, D, C,,

Dear lMr. President:

Hoping and believing that you will be inter-
ested in the matters I have discussed in a letter I
have this day written to Senator Lister Hill I am
sending you herewith a copy of that letter. I am
also sending theeditorial page of the Fairhope Cour-
ier of July, referred to in the letter to Senator
Hill, : :

The dictatorship threat to democracy is a
very real one as I know you appreciate but I believe
that here is a "new weapon" and a thoroughly demo-
cratic one that I feel confident will do much to
gird this country for the struggle. Men will fight
valiently for freedom and for the possession of land
‘that insures them the opportunity to make their own
living and for the defense of a government that pro-
tects them in that right.

To so great an extent have men come to be-
lieve that their only chance is the slim one of get-
ting a "job" in the highly competitive field that it
has nct been difficult for the dictators to deceive
them with the promise of plenty if they will first
Join in this war of conquest.

America can show to the peoples of the earth
that only artficial barriers keep each individual
from directly solving every problem of subsistence.

I know this to be true because my association with this
Corporation has demonstrated to me time and againg

that given the opportunity men with little capital and
even mental mediocrity manage to care for themselves.

With sincere appreciation for the vigor
with which you are attacking our grave problem I am

Appreciatively yours,

Secré%ary.

o

w



activities of these and the government are responsi-
ble for all the land vdlue which the owners of land-
demand be paid to them. And since one might conclude
that government is essential to the sustained create
ive activities of both employees and enployers, the
rent or land value is a product of government and so
as truly belongs to government as do wages and inter-
est belong to the emplcyees and the employers.

If these premises are sound should not all
that 1s pald for land be paid to the government there-
by making it possible to greatly teduce the tax bure
den on industry and labor, relieving thereby much of
the present need for governuent subsidies? Or if this
is objected to too strongly despite its Justness
should not the government, in its taxation policies,
make a great difference between the taxation on the
earned incomes of labor and menagement and the un-
earned income of land ownership? '

I note in today's press that the President
cites 5 objectives, the fifth being relief from want.
The President says that this must ‘be acecomplished
through the removal of commercial and cultural bare
riers between nations. Can these barriers be remove
ed so long as there exists this unequal, or rather
inequitabley distribution of wealth? The equitable
distribution of wealth, the product of labor and ine
dustrial management facilitated by the institution
of government, 1s only to those who have shared in
its production and these are‘threée, labor, industri-
al management and government. : 2t

I hope you can take time to carefully study:
this letter and theeditorial page I have called your
attention to and should your copy of the Courier‘not
be available I shall be glad to send you ancther. I
do feel that civilization is today in a critical
state and that the evils that beset it should have
the earnest attention of us all, in which I have no
doubt of your agreement. . i

Sincerely yours,

Secretary '
Assoclate Editor, #
Fairhope.Courier.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 19, 1938

My déar Mr. Gaston:
Your letter of August sixteenth has
been received in the absence of the President.
The matter of the use of the informa-
tion in your former letter is one which, it is
felt, should be left entirely to your owmn good
judgment.

Very sincerely yours,

; ‘t M.; H. McINTYRE

Secretary to the Presiden

C. A, Gaston, Esq.,

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

Fairhope,

Alabama. T
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PITTSBURGH, PA___;_,W,./ 3. 1939

Bk UF U NTVERGS AL oD WwIhml

GOODWILL CASHIER: You ARE HEREBY INSTRUCTED TO PAY oUuT OF MY PER-

SONAL FUND ACCOUNT AND IN THE GOLD orF SINCERITY TO ﬁ,g Sl

365 THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE 365

HAPPY AND ProspEROUS DAYS, FILLED WITH ASSORTED GOOD WISHES, AND
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED IN THE FRIENDSHIP OF TIME AND EXPERIENCE.

GoOoD WHEN PROPERLY ENDORSED AND
PRESENTED TO ANY BANK OF NEW YEARS _g 2/ (’/ ['QQ:Q g/

GREETINGS.

NOTE: THOUGH THIS GREETING IS SENT IN THE FORM OF A CIRCULAR
LETTER TO OVER A THOUSAND OF MY SINGLE TAX FRIENDS AND CORRESPONDENTS,
YET IT IS SENT TO YOU, AS WELL AS TO EVERY OTHER CORRESPONDENT, WITH ALL
THE SINCERITY AND CONSIDERATION OF AN INDIVIDUAL LETTER.

P

IT 1S MY OPINION THAT PEACE ON EARTH AND UNIVERSAL GOODWILL CAN

NEVER BE FULLY REALIZED UNTIL THE WORLD ACCEPTS THE PRINCIPLES OF HENRY

GEORGE .

WHILE WRITING THIS NOTE, (T OCCURBED TO ME THAT, PERHAPS, WE COULD
DO NOTHING BETTER THAN TRY TO FIND A WAY To "SeELL" SINGLE TaX TO THE
PEOPLE. AGCORDINGLY, ! FORMULATED A FEW PRINCIPLES ENTITLED, "THOUGHTS
ON HOW TO SELL SINGLE TAX," WHICH | SUBMIT FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. YOU
CAN HELP ME WITH THI1S PROBLEM BY FRAMNKLY COMMENTING UPON THIS ARTICLE,
WHICH 1S ENCLOSED WITH THIS LETTER. | GLADLY INVITE YOUR COMMENTS=--
WHETHER FAVORABLE OR ADVERSE~-UPON THIS ARTICLE, TOGETHER WITH ANY CON-
STRUCTIVE CRITICISM YOU MAY CARE TO OFFER.

SINCERELY YOURS,

{. ;[‘"’:4 (e (f : /r)(véﬂ—/
4 JoHN C. RoSE




JOHN C. ROSE
491 NORTON ST.
PITTSBURGH~==PA .

Auec. 3, 1938

DEAR SINGLE TAXER:

THE ENCLOSED BOOKLET CONTAINS THE OPINIONS OF VARIOUS DI FFERENT
THINKEZRS IN REGARD TO MY NEW BOOK, "PHILOSOPHER AND REFORMER." THESE
PERSON3 BELIEVE THAT THE BOOK NOT ONLY HONORS THAT GRAND OLD PHILOSO-
PRER, Fe We MAGUIRE, BUT THAT IT ALSO IS A DISTINCT CONTRIBUTION TO
THE STUDY AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF SINGLE TAKX.

A3 THE LIFE OF MAGUIRE CLEARLY TEACHES US, WE REFORMERS MUST
woRlk AS HARD AS WE CAN IF WE HOPE TO ADVANCE SINGLE TAX, FOR THERE IS
NU ROYA! RCAD TO SUCCESS. THERE 1S NO ECONOMIC DETERMINISM THAT WILL
- HEP2 LD N OUR PHILOSOPHY, FOR TRUTH, UNAIDED BY HUMAN EFFORT, WILL
NEVER WMANIFEST ITSELF.

TRUTH MUST BE SOLD TO THE PEOPLE, JUST AS ANY COMMODITY IS SOLD,
We Sime: e TAXERS MUST BE SALESMEN AND SELL OUR PHILOSOPHY. WE MuUST
AULVERTISE 1T BY CALLING THE PEOPLE'S ATTENTION TO HENRY GEORGE'S
PHILCS3UPHY AS IT IS CONTAINED IN HIS WORKSe. THERE ARE VARIOUS GOOD
METHCDS, SUCH AS THE WRITING OF LETTERS, PAMPHLETS AND BOOKS, THE
D*STRIBUTION OF LITERATURE, MAGAZINES SUCH AS "LAND AND FREEDOM," THE
HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, THE RADIO AND THE PLATFORM, THE
POLITICAL APPROACH, THE TIME-HONORED WORD=-OF-MOUTH METHOD, AND BY
CONTRIBUTING TO THE WORK OF OTHERS.

ALL THESE METHODS ARE IMPORTANT AND EACH SHOULD BE USED--EACH
TO SUPPLEMENT THE OTHER. BUT REGARDLESS OF WHAT METHOD WE SELECT, WE
SHOULD WORK TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, FOR THE WORLD HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE PSYCHOLOGICALLY READY TO ACCEPT HENRY GEORGE THAN IT [S TODAY.
We SINGLE TAXERS HAVE A BETTER SALES ARGUMENT THAN THE FAsc1sTs, THE
HITLERITES AND THE COMMUNISTS. ALL WE HAVE TO DD IS TO TELL THE
PEOPLE THE TRUTH. ONCE THEY GRASP HENRY GEORGE!'S PHILOSOPHY, THEY
WiLL ADOPT SINGLE TAX AND PUT T INTO OPERATIONS,

LET EACH OF US START A REAL EDUCATIONAL AND SALES CAMPAIGN TO
EDUCATE AND SELL SINGLE TAX TO THE PEOPLEs

ADDRESS YOUR COMMENTS, ORDERS FOR "PHILOSOPHER AND REFORMER,"
AND CONTRIBUTIONS To JOHN C. ROSE~=491 NORTON STe==PGH., PA.

52:{555z§ vggas,
JOHN C. ROSE



THE GRADED TAX PLAN

" LAND: .0206
BLDG.: .0103
EQuiVALENT FLaT RaTe: .0155 (.01548)

THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS THE TAX RATES AND SAVINGS ON A $5,000
HoME (Lanp: $1,000; suiLping: $4,000.)

OLD FLAT RATE: (.0155 $77.50, AM'T OF TAX
GraDED Tax: (.0206) 20.60 $
(.0103) 41.20 §6l.80 e p e e
15.70, SAVING

PITTSBURGH HAS AN APPRECIABLY LOWER MUNICIPAL TAX RATE THAN ANY
OF THE FOLLOWING LARGE CITIES: BostTon, BufFarLo, CHICAGO, CLEVELAND,
DETROIT, LOoSs ANGELES, MILWAUKEE, AND NEW YORK, AS WELL AS MANY OTHER
LARGE CITIES. |T 18 ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE PITTSBURGH
GRADED TAX RATE ALSO COMPARES FAVORABLY WITH THE TAX RATES OF SMALLER

COMMUNITIES. ok ok
*okok
A GRADED SCHOOL TAX
: A $5,000 Home
PRESENT FLaT RaTe: 01125 $56 25 AM'T OF TAX

PRoPOSED GRADED Tax:* LAND:.015
BLpc. 0075 $45.00 milow "

*k ¥k
* kK

A GRADED COUNTY TAX
On A $5,000 HoME
PRESENT FLAT RATE! .008 $40.00 AM'T OoF TAX
PROPOSED GRADED TAX:™ LanD:.0106
BLDG.:«D053 3180 & "
" 8.20, SAVING

*THESE FIGURES ARE APPROXIMATE ONLY. 5 .
Nove |: A 4-To-ONE, A 5-T0-ONE, OR A 10-To-ONE, GRADED TAX FOR THE
CITY, THE SCHOOL, AND THE COUNTY, WOULD EFFECT A CORRESPONDINGLY OR
PROGRESSIVELY LARGER SAVING THAN THE 2-T0-ONE PLAN.

NoTe 2: IN ALL THESE CASES, THE ACTUAL AND THE THEORETICAL GRADED
TAX RATES WILL YIELD THE SAME REVENUE AS THE FLAT RATES, BUT THE
INCIDENCE OF THE GRADED TAX IS MUCH DIFFERENT. UNDER THE GRADED TaX
SYSTEM THE OWNER WHO IMPROVES HIS LAND--THUS HELPING TO MAKE HIS COM-
MUNITY A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE=-=1S NOT PENALIZED, BUT, RATHER
IS REWARDED AND ENCOURAGED TO BUILD BETTER HOMES. THE FLAT RATE,

ON THE CONTRARY, PENALIZES HOME OWNERS.

JOHN C. ROSE
336 City-CounTy BLDG.
APRIL-1938



: June 19, 1946
Dear lir. and Mrs. Ross:

Your nice letters arrived about a month ago while I was
at home alone, liargaret and’ Paul being in attendance at the Folk
Dance Festival in Cleveland. They had a delightful time. They re-
turned by way of Chicago so crowded quite a bit of experience Into
a ten days trip. :

Organic had a very creditable graduating class this year
(Paul being one of those participating) and Margaret and I enjoyed
the festivities, in which we were included by reastn of our dual
capacities of teacher and parents. So far the school has not gained
much from the returning service personnal teachers, since most are,
as ycu, further pursuing their studies. Only Jimmy Lowell 1s back -
with us. Our profit from him was well evidenced by the regption
given our dancers at Cleveland. A summer school is in process now
but the attendance is rather discouraging gnd we fear will be fi-
‘nancially prcfitless. Calhoun and lrs, Gregg are managingj Paul,
David Rockwell, Dick Campbell, Peggy Wood, Edna Rockwell and others
are counsellors and they are having a worth-while experience, Baul
particularly. He finds the field more interesting and intrigueing
than that of banking. *

' Faul's college prospects are very uncertain. Uncke Sam
hasn't had his last say met. However Paul has done ghite a bit of
investigation. He had made ur his mind to go to Chicago U but learns
it will be twec years before he can get in. Other colleges he has
made application to are also filled. The best prospect now appears
te be U of Alabama. Zeuch fabors Chicago and is trying to pull some
stiings to get him over the hurdles there, We app;ciate your inter-
est.

- Your professor's conclusion that vested interest were prob-
ably the greatest bar to the adoption of the Georgist sclution of
the economic problem is, to a considerable extent correct., However
it is suﬁgrising to see how poorly equipped are most people, in ord-
inary liye, teachers, business men, political office holders, etc.,
to analyze out politico-economic structure. Fairhope's success in
neutalizing the vested interest factor by ownership of the land in
common is demonstrated by the fact that it has become the largest
most progressive and by all considered the most attractibe communi%y
in Baldwin County, this in spite of the fact that our location is
far from being the most favorable. Qur common ownership of the land

makes it possible for us to collect for common use the unearned in-
crement in value, thus relieving us of much of the need for taxes.




*

While an alaysis of the reasons for society's failure to
adopt the S8ingle Tax points strongly to the vested interests, so
alsc doces any analysis of the causes of war, I attempted to illus-
trate the relationship in an editorial in the liay 30 Courier, a copy
of which is being mailed to you., It may interest your proflessor.

My father and his associates had studied Bellamy before
becoming acquainted with the Henry George books. In their desire
to combat the almost desperate economic situation of the early 1890s
they had about come to the conclusion that their only hope of re-
lief and security lay in establishing themselves in a socialistie
ceclony. Your acquaintance with the perscnngl of Fairhope and your
general knowledge of persons who undertake unbeaten paths has no
doubt made you a aware that sucli are generally stepngly individual-
istic. It was not without a considerable amount of regret that
they contemplated a necessity to sacrifice a considerable amount
of their highly prized indepemdence and individuelity to attain a
higher level of economic security. Happily they found in Henry
George a solution tc the economic difficulty coupled with greater
opportunity for free enterprise and individual initiative,

: In Fairhope today individual liberty is greater than in
any community in the world of like size and character; at least 1
am convinced there is good ground for this statement. All over the
world today people are freely bargaining awag fwx their liberties
for promised security. This bargaining has been most extensive in
Russia, but it 1s going on aprace here and elsewhere outside of Russia.
Many err in defining its progress as a contagion from Russia, or,
if you please, a willful contamination by Russia. The truth, as
I see it, is %hat it is only our determined protection of kim the
opportunlty ;eg,r;ggm?ower of our vested interests.

LOS pric X ig :

Well I didn't mean to give you a sermon, but really, unless
you young men who saved us from the fate of forelgn domination see
there is yet a fight to free us from a more ancient and subtle dom-
ination there may some day arise the question as to whether your
noble effort was worth the pain.

largaret, Paul and I, do hope that you will gain much from
your studies. We are sure you are gaining much from your close re-
lationship and that the profit will increase from year tc year. We
highly prize our acquaintance with you and assure ycu that your visit
gave us much pleasure and we hope it will not be too long befcre
we shall have the pleasure of seeing you again.

S8incerely yours,




1388 Enfield Court
Willow Run Village, Michigan
Mayl6, 1946

Dear Mr. and lMrs. Gaston, and Paul,

This is a rather tardy acknowledgement of our appreciation of
the very pleasant evening we spent with you. Our stop in Fairhope
was a memorable part of our honeymoon, and we enjoyed so very much
being there and visiting with you! Thank you very much for a most
delightful time,

I hope things are going well at Organic. Fairhope must be
especially attractive again at this time of year. I wonder whether
Organic has been able to reinforce its staff since more fellows are
out of the services? Of course there is an acute shortage of teachers
all over the country. The University daily carried an article the
other day that stated that the schools are turning out right now just
one-half of the teachers each year for which there are vacancies.

I have been enrolled in the University of Michigan graduate
school this semester and am finding it a good institution and am
enjoying my courses. Incidentally, in an American literature course
we spent some time on Henry George and studied some of his Progress
and Poverty and Social Problems, and they are interesting and provocative
works. The professor, quite an unbiased fellow, offered that the réason
single tax has not been tried on a widespread scale is the opposition
of vested interests. We've also studied some of Edward Bellamy, rather
socialistic, and Veblen's The Theory of the Leisure Class.

I imagine, Paul, that you are just about to graduate. Congratu-
lations! And lots of happiness and success! You're probably deciding
where you'll go to college. Good luck to you, and I hope you find your
work interesting and stimulating and enjoyable! How did the basketball
season turn out?

Mrs. Gaston, I hate to say it, but I'm afraid I'm going to have
to default on my pledge, probably already apparent to you. I am sorry
about it, but government subsistence on the G.I.Bill of Rights is hardly
enough but what we need what I saved in the army, too.

Barbara and I are located here in an apartment, along with a good
meny other student veterans and their families. Willow Run Village is
a government war-time housing projeet for defense workers who worked at
the Willow Run bomber plants. Now the university has taken over a portion
of the project to accommodate their unusually large enrollment. The ,
structures aren't much to look at-~have a resemblance to barracks, but
the interiors are comfortable and adequate and can be made Very cozye.
We've been able to use a good many of Barbara's wedding presents, and
her parents, who live not far away in Detroit, have been very good to
us--have given us and loaned us a good many things they weren't using.
So we're very comfortable, and at a very reasonable rental for veterans.
We have some very congenial neighbors among the students here. The
university operates an efficient bus service to and from the campus,
about ten miles away. So we have nothing to complain about.

I must close now. Our best wishes! Sincerely,
Pl s



P'S.

I was speaking to this professor I mentioned and told him about
Fairhope's being a single tax colony. He was quite interested; he hadn't
known that there were any colonies today, and he asked if I knew whether
any literature had been put out about Fairhope. I told him I would ask.
If you should have sny pamphlets and so forth on the single tax colony,
he would be interested, and it would give you some publicity, maybe quite

a bit. Ci?' : =
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HOWARD RUGE, MAYOR ! GLADYS LOWELL, CLERK

ALDERMEN: TOWN OF FAIRHOPE

M. O. Berglin
C. A. Gaston PHONE 51-J
W. 0. Keeble
T. J. Klumpp Fairhope, Alabama

J. O. Stimpson

February 26, 1935

Bairhope Single Taz Corp.
Fairhope, Alabama

Gent lemen:

We expect to have considerable dirt available
when work starts on reservoir in rear of @ity Hall.

If we have the permissioh of your body to fill
in the adjacent lots to the east we believe it will
eliminate to a large extent mosquito breeding, in addition
to making the property more useful.

Kindly inform us if this meets with the approval
of the Single Tax Corp. so that we will know by the time
work begins on this project.

’/}purs_yery truly,

£2ﬁ§éﬁ;£hd;($%’i;;%;;%;'

Howard Ruge, Mayor

Ang, 2/28/ 35

We whll be glad to have you use so much of the dirt
arising from your improvements on the Town property on C8ection
Street, in filling on our lots to the eastward, as you find avail-

ble. Presume you

No reference is made to paying for the same and we con-
sider yamxguch disposal of 4irt to be to our mutual advantage
80 payment will not be expected

Yours respectfully,

FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION
BY

Secretary.



HOWARD RUGE, MAYOR GLADYS LOWELL, CLERK

e oy TOWN OF FAIRHOPE

M. O. Berglin
C. A. Gaston PHONE 51-J
W. 0. Keeble
T. J. Klumpp Fairhope, Alabama

J. 0. Stimpson

APRIL L, 1935

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

The Town of Fairhope requests that your
executive Council consider deeding to the Town
land enough to widen North Street to a width of 50
feet. We understand the present width to be 28
feet.

Yours very truly,
o L éi;gk-
Howard Ruge, Mayor






HOWARD RUGE, MAYOR \ GLADYS LOWELL, CLERK

_memwm | TOWN OF FAIRHOPE

M 0. Berglin
| C. A. Gaston | PHONE 51-J
W. 0. Keeble |
T i Kiumpp | Fairhope, Alabama

J. 0. Stimpson

April 4, 1935

Fairhope Single Tax Corp
City

~Gent lemen:

In order to keep sewer project active it
appears to be advisavle to request your permission
to take down fence of your north line at North
Street so as to allow ditcher to trespasgs.

We contemplate laying sewer line approxi-
mately three feet from the line of your fence which
wildk put line in center of street if and when it is
widened to fifty feet at a later date.

We will of course replace fence after com-
pletion of lines.

Yours very truly,

&
Howard Ruge, ilayor






HOWARDIRUSEGNMAYOR GLADYS LOWE! L, CLERK

TOWN OF FAIRHOPE e

M. O. Berglin
C. A. Gaston PHONE 51-J
W. O. Keeble
T.J. Wiape Fairhope, Alabama

J. O. Stimpson

August 27, 1935

Fairhope Single Ytax Corp.
City

Gentlemens

At the regular meeting of August 26, 1935
the Council authorized me to write your body thanking
them for their generous action in transferring valuable
property to the Town of Fairhope for Public use.

Assuring you of the appreciation of the Town
of Fairhope in this instance and numerous other instances

where your cooperation was freely given for public bene-
fit, I am

v uly your,

2ad |

Howard Ruge%*nhy ¢

1

57

4
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A COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION AND ACTION

GENERAL CHAIRMAN
A. LAURENCE SMITH

2460 EAST GRAND BOULEVARD
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
GILBERT M. TUCKER, CHAIRMAN
BOX 54 CAPITOL STATION
ALBANY, N. Y.
OTTO CULLMAN, TREASURER
CHIcAGO, ILLINOIS
HONORABLE CHARLES R. ECKERT
CONGRESSMAN 26TH DIST. PA.
HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.
VICTOR A. RULE, SECRETARY
180 W. WASHINGTON STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

GENERAL MEMBERS

N. D. ALPER
CALIFORNIA

WARREN S. BLAUVELT
TROY, N. Y.

MRS. ANNA GEORGE DEMILLE
NEW YORK

G. E. EVANS
PENNSYLVANIA

MRs. HELENA McCEvoY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DAVID GIBSON
OHIO

JOHN LAWRENCE MONROE
NEW YORK

(APPOINTED BY HENRY GEORGE CONGRESS, DETROIT, 1937.)

RooMm 503
180 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS

TELEPHONE
DEARBORN 8748

February I4,IG38.

Dr. Gaston, Secretary,
Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.
Dear Dr. Gaston:

Now that I've gotten back home
I'm having time to appreciate the kindness
shown to me in your very delightful town. May
I extend to you and Mrs. Gaston my sincerest
appreciation for this?

In building a National Organizat-
lon for the Single Tax Movement I find that we
have practically no names from Fairhope and I
would deeply appreciate it if you would send me
such as you might have together with any others
who have looked favorably on your wonderful ex-
periment down there.

Some of the members of this Com-
mittee doubted the worthwhileness of my trip
South and so if I did anything to stimulate and
help the Cause in Fairhope I would be glad if
you would write of this to Mr. A. Laurence Smith,
2460 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit, Michigan; Mr. Gilbert
Tucker, Hotel White, Lexington & 37th St., New
York City, N.Y; and Hon. Chas. Eckert, House Office
Bldg., Washington, D. C. This will make it easier
for me to make a more extended trip next year and
spend more time with you delightful folks in the
South.

Sincerely yours,

VoA iBbel ) o4ts

VAR :sk



GEORGE L.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW YORK OFFICE 452 LEXINGTON AVE,

MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.
RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

" Towaoo, N.J.
Nov. 26 1938

Editor Fairhope Courier,"

Dear lr. Editor: 3k S '
R LA St - That was a good article
you had in a recent issue, on "Fighting the Effect
instead of The Gausé"."“I"waS'encouraged to hope that -
you had decided to displace the "Window Seat" man of yours
.-With matter that would be worth reading. :

T RERT T T T I - Y e es were dashed. Your paper is
supposed to stand for correct economie prineiples, but
that contributor is a complete ignoramus on the subject of
eoonomics and cannot but be a handicap to both your paper -
and the cause for whigh it stands. Invite him up , or down,
to Fairhope and dump him in ifobile Bay.

- With best wishes, & e
~ Sincerely,

o s A
f/'/ ":// A






GEORGE L.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW YORK OFFICE 452 LEXINGTON AVE,

MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.
RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

~ Towaco, N.J.
Dec, 25 1938

Mr, C.A.Gaston,
: Fairhope, Ala.,

Dear Mr. Gaston: ‘ : ;
R e 'L have your letter of the

17th, replying to mine of & previous date. I admit, it is

slow progreses that we make, in teaching true prineiples. :

It may be, as you prediet, that the masses will never understand,=-

no, I will not say "never",- but it will be long after the

benefits of of a proper economic system are realized, that they

will understand how iy happened. That which brings to them the

egonomic results will create an atmosphere in which human

progress will be infinitely more rapid than now.. I sometimes

stand amazed that we are as good, and as well developed as at

present, considering the conditions in which we must live and

mike a living. Cause and effeot now form a "vieious cirele;"then

it will be a beneficent circle. Do you not believe it?

I note what you say as to the tastes of the Courier's
readers. To my mind, it is especially discouraging that tight in
Fairhope, there is such a dearth of knowledge regarding the basioc
principles supposed to be back of the founding of the eolony.

- I suspect that this is largely due to the fact that those prineiples
were not fully comprenended by even the solony's founders,- and

this is something that I know to be 'true. This subject was discussed
repeatedly by your father and myself. He favored govt. activities
which were plainly Socialistis in their nature; I did so, myself,
many years ago, but we did not keep pace in evolving. At a con-
vention in New York, a few years ago lirs. Johnson spoke and took
occeasion to praise the Townsend movement. I had to handle her rather
roughly in my reply, from the floor. At that time it occurred to
me that she was a produet of the confused views held by my good
friend, E.B.Gaston.

i - In this connection, I would like you to carefully read and
puncture, just at the right spot, if it needs puncturing, the ar-
gument set forth in the enclosed article on the funetions of Govt.

I olaim that there is no room for opinion. Economie principles are
just as exact as those of mathematics. '

With best wishes, Sincerely, /
g e



May 4, 1939.

Mr, Géo..L. Rusby,
Tovaco, N. J.,

' Dear Mr, Rusby:-

. 1 regret my long delay in replying to your
good letter of Dec, 25th but I did appreciate it and
your fine article on the functions of government, which
1 hope you noted was published in the columns of the
Courier some weeks past, March 30th. : :

I greatly enjoyed your article and thought it
particularly well-written and stated. It aroused in me
no desire to puneture it at any point, finding it broad
enough for me to get aboard. However I eould not find
that it definitely excluded social, collective or &0V-
ernment control sfxsmmxixim and ownership of certain es-
sential services that are of their very nature monopoe
lies such as the present public utilities and trans-
portation and communication systems, Opportunity to en-
gage in these cannot be kept open to all and to func-
tion efficiently and effectively the holder of the Prive
ilege must have powers of eminent domain and there is
a big question as to whether the general welfare of the
people, the function of government, can ever safely be
entrusted to another,

With all the competitive services the public
is quite well served since if one purveyor of such ser-
vice fails to keep up the quality of service his com-
peting neighbor will take advantage and the custom will
go to him, It is also possible to arrive at a fair fige
ure of the wvalue of the economic social service to come
peting services, a more difficult matter with monopo=
lies, Attempts of selfish interests to influence goVv= .
ernment are offset in the competitive field by the cone
. Tlieting influences and lack of organization, a protec-
tion which the general public does not have in the mone
opolistic field. This may be socialistic but I am not
prepared to admit that it is Socialistic. Man in mod-
ern civilization is socially constituted and his govern-
ment must serve his social needs,

I trust you have ajpreciated the absence of
the "Window Seat" flrom the front page of the Courier.

I wish we had more space for articles on sound econom-
ics and that I had more time to write. I want to in-
vite your further contributions and to again express
appreciation of your past services.

Sincerely yours,



GEORGE L_.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW YORK OFFICE 452 LEXINGTON AVE,

MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.
RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

Towaco, H.d.
May 13 1939

Mr. C.A.Gaston,
Pairhope, Ala.,

Dear lir. Gaston: I have your interesting letter of the 4th. Indeeaq,
I had noticed the absence of"The Window Seat" from your columns, and
have had a memo. on my desk for some time, to write and congratulate

you on the change. Press of other matters kept me from getting around
to itb. Better fill a column with advertisements, or funny stories,

than cireulate false doctrine, for they would at least be no worse

than neutral.

What you say regarding your attitude toward public
ownership of the utilities interests me. In reply, I am enclosing copy
of my booklet in which I discuss the Utility question, beginning page
49. In the fortheoming edition the last paragraph of p. 50 will be
changed, as I have indicated. For while I can imagine conditions xadex in
which it might for the time being be absolutely necessary for the com-
munity to zrun one of these, I was unwiliing to longer even seem to any
extent favorable to the vproceeding. If it should under extreme circumstances
some time be necessary, it should be looked on as a pure choice of evils,
and opposed to the principles on which the 3.T. is baged,- the principle
=€ that private property rights are supreme, and that it is the sole duty
of 3ovt. to leave people alone and see that trhey leave oneanother alone.

I am free to admit, as you contend, that it might sometimes,
even frequently, be extremely difficulfto prevent the collection of some
of the rent by a utility company. But I ask you to ruminate carefully on
this question: Wouldn't it be better to lose some of the rent in the en-
deavor to apply a principle, than to abandon the principle? The future of
our nation, and of our civilization, depends on clear knowledge of the
difrerence between property rights in land, and property rights in labor
products. Isn't it cechoosing the greater evil to follow any course wnatever,
that in any way beeclouds this vital issue? Isn't that the worst thing we
can do? The majority has no right to coerce the minority, in any-
thing. The majority has no right to take any portion of what is mine,
with which to do something that thne majority thinks will benefit me. Exem
%€ +this is what it does when it takes some of the community's wealth
for running a business. L wish you would think over carefully, the vital
principle to which I refer. Lf we are to espouse a principal, we must es-
pouse something that is universal, admitting of not the least exception;
if we make any exception, we put ourselves on the defencive, for it then
becomes a matter of opinion, and we must admit that every body else has the
same right to an opinion, that we have. And the resort ;g opinion is fatal.

With best wishes, Sincerely, & Vo ihe R

?his just occurs to me: when the new edition of tiais booklet comes
out (with my erroneous position on interest corrected) perhaps you would
like to publish it serially in your columns? I am not looking for publisity,
but tiere mizht be times when you had space that would otnerwise be used
for something less solid. :



GEORGE L_.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.
NEW-YORK-OFFICE4S2-EGNOTON-AVE,
MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.

RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

Towaco, N.J.
Feb. 25 1941

Pairhope Courier,
Pairhope, Ala.,
Gentlemen:
I enclose my check for another

renewal of subscription.

I really doubt, however, the wisdom
offeontributing support to The Courier as now conducted. Its
columns are chiefly devoted to worthless gossip, instead. of
matter educational on fundamental economics,- education as
to which being the only thing that can save our nation and
our eivilization from the ruin for which they are inevitably
headed, without such education. The Courier is "fiddling
while Kome burns”.

I doubt, however, the possibility of
of radically changing this situation with the Courier under its
present management. For there seems to be no understanding of
the basic difference between Socialism and Georgism,- confusion
as to whkmk the respective principles underlying which, a®e fuew e
responsible for the mess into which our Government has brought
NS e

There would seem to be no vetter place for
The Henry George School to establish classes, than right in
Fairhope.

Regretting, deeply, a situation that causes

me to feel and write as I do,
4
/,
Sincerely, <§¢§~k79_22f §;>7éz
George L.Rusby. /



-

ir, George L.‘Rusby,
-9 Clinto Street,
Towacoy few Jersey,

Dear lir., Rusby:

March 15, 1941

- ie appreclate your renewal of your subscription to
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X We do appreciate your criticism and shall try to do

Appreciatively yours,



GEORGE L.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW YORK OFFICE 452 LEXINGTON AVE,

MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.
RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

Towaco N.J.
April 13 1941

C.A.Gaston,
Pairhope, Ala.,
Dear lMr. Gaston:
I received your letter of liarch

19, replying to mine of Feb. 25.

To be entirely frank and fair, I must admit
that I've never had the job of running a paper. It is quite
easy for me to picture your position, as between the two
millstones: if you devote your space to frivolities you expose
yourself to the criticisms of those who would like to see
you talking princinles; but if you give your readers just a
little too much of the latter, you lose subscribers, and then
your publication falls into the category of reform papers,
which cannot be self supporting,and which find poor support from
even those who criticize you for not talking reform, and
principles. So, I suppose you have to do the best you can, -~
"The poor benighted Hindu- He does the best he kin do".

I am glad, anyway, to learn that you, yourself, are/jg
not Bocialistically inelined. I recall that your father and
had more than one combat over his proclivities in that direction.
Well, feed your readers all they will stand without
choking or balking, and I'11 try to be tolerant and patient.
Of one thing I am very sorry: that Fairhope was ever
permitted to be referred to as a "Single Tax" Colony. It is
a hard nut to crack: to be obliged, when telling of what the
application of Georgism will mccomplish, to meet the objection
of those who contend,- "Well, if it will accomplish so much,
why doesn't it, where they have it, in Fairhope?" The talk of
their having S.T. in Australia, where poverty and slums are
overwhelming, has raised many a @ifficulty in the path of Georgégts.
With best wishes,
Sincerely, orge “L.Rusb



CEORGE L.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW-YORK OFFICE—4528LEEXINGTON-AVE,

MY NEWARK OFFICE 9 CLINTON ST.
RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

Towaco, N.J.
June 28 1941

I‘.’Ir. CQ.A.Q G&StOﬂ,
Fairhope, Ala.,
Dear Mr. Gaston: :

I doubt that 1 have ever met you,
personally, but was a friend of E.B.Gaston, who, I think, was
your father, for many years. :

In a recent issue of The Courier it
was stated: "What this country needs is two or three
organizations to fight Communism besides
the Dies Committee -----~ &

To which I made reply,
my letter being published in The Courier a few weeks later.
(Incidentally, one of the most important points that I
made was garbled, but I took it for granted that this was
merely printers' error).

Now, my attention is called to your
contribution in issue of June 12.
fould you be agreeable to answering
a few questions anent the subject treated, if I makdthem
direct, and ask them in such a way that it will take but
a very few moments of your time, to reply? If you would not be
agreeable to this, no harm done; if you are, I will ask
you: :
1. Is the essence of Communism not the taking from the
owner of property, what is hisg, for the benefit of
the community®

Hoping that I do not take too mugch

liberty, v
Sincerely, bnye 7 %;/—
: orge L.Rusby.



T ios w

July 2, 1941, :

\ ¥r, Seorge L. Rushy,
/9 Clinton 8treet, -
‘;He@ark,.naw Jersey,

' Dear Ur. Rusbys

; , I thought of you when writing the artiecle you
rofer to'and regretted the offense, I was sure it wonld
be to you..lHowever I am sure you w{ll recognize that ny
opening stalement was correct, The ability of publie
cg;pcrationa to abuse power is quite as great as that of
private corporetions but the citizens have sreater TOWes -
er over thelr public corporations then they have over
the others. . :

_Ferhaps if government would 1imit its active

ities to the simple duties of providing police jurisdie-

ticn, maintaining a metepelogical deyartuent, supplving
andéd maintaining parks, streets and highwaysg etc,, the
balance of the needs of soclety could be left to individe
usl initiative, provided the fll social volue of the

Datural faciligies required by them was collected by gove-

ermmient in payment of its services and I presume a reslm

¢ould be found in which to spend all without invasion ine
to the field of indifvidusl initiative, or "duumping the - -
surplus in the sea", : ' )
Communisi is so variously defined, as'is demog-
recy, sccialism, Christisnity and Single Tax, that de-
termination of the "essence" of 4ny appears éo depend
much on the individuel viewpoint. I be lieve theve 1s

no record in nistor{aof any governuent that did not im
scwe degree appropriste private preperty "for the bene-

it (?) of the community™. In certaln departments of GOV

ernnent the obligation to fully compensale the owner 1s
fully recognized, though in the depariment of ublia reve
enue this obligu&iun appears o have received no such

-recogniticn. ,

It is my belief thatthe unquestioned trend tow-
ard communism in ours and other democratic countries is

- an effect and little can be gained by attacking it exe

. cept as greater stress is laid on the ceusey vwhich I be=-
lieve we both recognize to be the monopoly control of
natural rescurces with the right of the controllers to .
apprepriate to themselves thé socially ereated values _

attaching to those resources. :

. I fear you wili be disappointed in my feilure
to give a direct and unequivoeal answer but the social

roblem 1s so involved and so complex at the present 1'l1
Eava to beg off. Pleasq believe I am always giad to hear
ymb : ; 3 \




GEORGE L.RUSBY
AGENT
THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
LIFE INSURANCE CO.

NEW YORK OFFICE 452 LEXINGTON AVE,
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RESIDENCE TOWACO, N. J.
TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS

Towaco, N.J.
July 19 1941

¥r. C.A.Gaston,

Fairhope, Ala.,
Dear Nr. Gaston: :
Opportunity has just come, to reply to
your letter of the 2nd, answering mine of June 28.

Your article in The Courier, that prompted my first
letter to you, did not, as you feared offend me. It could not do this,
logically, in view of the fact that I for many years championed that
which you champion,- community ownership and operation of the so-called
nPublie Utilities"| for it is no more "public" to make andsell electric
current, than to make and sell sausages). But that was before I fully
understood bagic ecomomic principles, lack of familiarity with which
has brought our nation where it is, and is hurrying us to destruction.

It is not a question of whether "prohibition" carries
apparent advantages or disadvantages, it is not a question of whether
there are apparently advantages or disadvantages in operation of the
utilities by the Govt. You might give fifty reasons why there were
advantages, and I might meet each on with a counter reason why there
were disadvantages. And then what? We would be just where we started.
Opinion swapping is not for mental adults. If there igs agreement as to
basic principles, it is then necessary only to decide whether this or
that accords with these, andthe quation at issue answers itself. The -
great trouble is, that our people do not grasp any fundamental facts,
so that we legislate, and drift, on the basis of opinion,- which varies
and vacillates without guide.

You refer to the fact of the"ability of the"publie"
gorporations to abuse powexr". Suppose that this is true; would you
contend that two wrongs make a right? Do you think it possible to
eliminate what you disapprove in this matter, by having the Govt. commit
another wrong? This may seem to be effective, but cannot be so, in the

long run. Departure from the basic prineiple of equal freedom, as
enunciated in the Preamble to the Declaration, has seemed necessary in
coping with conditions as they arose in the past, but this departure,

though it may have seemed to bring benefits at the time, has brought

us to the point where our very civilization is at stake,- just as George
prédicted-though he, himself, made some serious errors in his suggested
application of the basic principles that he aspoused. But that does not
discredit the principles themselves.

You refer to the universal custom of the past, of Govern-
ments to some degree "appropriating private property",And what has hep-
pened to all the Governments of the past? Shall we commit the same sin
and suffer their fate? You surely éo not suggzest the past as a guide for
the present,~ at least theoretically; but igs that what you endorse, as

a matter of practice? Do you cite the fact cited, as a reason for our
doing the same thing,- to reap, in time, the same result?
Whatever wrong the citizen, or the corporation may commit, soc-



2
iety cannot successfully meet the wrong by committing another. I am sure
. you will agree to this, taking a long range view.

What have we done? Theoretically, we accepted the rule of equal
freedom, as expressed in the Preamble (perhaps better expressed by
Spencers and immdiately began legislating in violation of its provisions.
And every step in the wrong direction must, inwvitably demand two more
to support it. Yom violate that prineciple, thinking it necessary, to
¢ope with the wrongs committed by the utility companies, and thereby
create a condition which demands two more violations. Where &o you expect
the process to stop? It cannot stop short of ruin. The same identical
violation that youw endorse, inevitably growing in force and speed, is
hurrying us down the road in which Russia, Germany and Italy have pre-
ceded us. It has to be so. It is inevitable. Nothing can stop our course
but a reversal of direction.

You say that "Communism" is capable of various interpretations.
I uged the term to typify all forms of collectivism,- all forms of taking
by the Govt. from the ownerTwhat is his, for the community. Surely,
the princeiple involved in tﬁis, is simple. Do you endorse that prinei-
ple, or condemn it? If you endorse it, of course, there would be nothing
for us but to debate the justice and practicability of the Preamble's
expressed principle; to endorse any form or degree of collectivism is to
the same degree, to condemn the decélaration of the Preamble. “ Ye cannot
gserve God and Mammon". We must take our choice. There cam be no stopping
point. We travel the road to complete collectivism, or the road to com-
plete individualism. Oil and water will not mix,~ nor will these two
principles work together, for long. "Choose ye this day". You must see
that every word spoken in favor of "public ownership" is a word spoken
in support of the violation of a deep, vital prineiple, the violation
of which must increase till we are engulfed.
How about the practical side of the question? The utility question
is but amaxikmrxform of the broader land question. The only fundamentals
one ’
involved in both cases, are land, labor and kmkexmsk capital, with their
returns, rent, wages and interest. 4is with any other form of land value,
if the utility co. were made to pay its rent, there would be nothing left
but wages and interest, to which the owners of the capital and these
doing the work are entitled. Suppose it is more difficult to arrive at
the rent due, than in the case of the cornmer lot in Fairhope; suppose,
even, that the corporation gets by without paging all of its just rent;
is not that, by all odds, a choice of evils, when it comes to thét or
deliverately violating private property rights, by the Govt.? In the
one case, the evil is an individual one; in the other, there is the
beginning of prineiple vioaltion that cannot be controlled, and that
must eventually engulf us all.
It is a question of dealing with symptoms, or prineciples. Which do
you recommend? Half-way measures will not endure, and there is no mid-
dle ground. To hold that there is, would be to deny all the verities.
With best wishes, Sincerely, 6§2L1971213Ac
eorge L.Busﬁ%%/g\

Without the acceptance of a principle as a guide, one is nowhere._
If the Spencerian principle, instead of collectivism be accepted, it
becomes comparatively easy to decide as to what is, and what is not, a

violation of it.



April 14, 1943

Hr.kGeorge L. Rusby
‘Towaco,y New Jersey

Dear Nr. Rusby:

I am heartily ashamed not to have acknowledged your
kindness in sending me an autcgraphed copy of BBenomics Simp-

lified"” and that I have had to be reminded to do so by your
card to my sister ¥rs. Crawford. ;

Contmary to your natural inference,your altogether
praiseworthy work did not go onto mty shelf until it had been
most profitably read and also I hope profitably used in some
talks I was invited tc make before the economics class in the
school here, : ~

I do believe that in Econogics Simplified the princi-
ples of Single Tax have been more effectively presented than
in any work it has been my pleasure to see and I felt an urge
to make a review for the Courier but my lack of training in
such work caused a preliminary delay which ripened into com-
Plete neglect. I am sure the book has been reviewed by some
of the Georgists more facil than I ard that ycu probably have
an approved clipping that you can sehd us for reproducticn in the
Courier. Please do so 1f you havs.

I feel sure that Dr. Bowen's presentation has great
merit in the simplicily of introduction with its clarity of
definition of terms and the progressive aprlication of prin-
ciples which should hold the interest of any who have crdinary
reasoning abllity and even a moderate ambition to reascn. it
is here, however, there appears tc be the weakness. There is
no dear%h cf,criéics of the results achieved by our eccnomic
machine but few who have the will to examine the machine and
see why it produces unsatisfactory results.

Possibly it 1is not a lack of will but inability to
reascn. Probably the power to reason is acgiéedd through ed-
ucation rather than being inherent and after reading recént
comments by Walter Kiernan and Dorothy Thompson on revelations
of education results in a New York Times article it would appear
that a large part of our people, even those who have progressed
as far as college entry have very little education and consequent-
ly very little reasoning ability.

Emotion, unlike reason, is an inherent quality and so
our people appear to get a certain satisfaction out of the phil-
osophies that make an appeal to love, pity, hate and envy. I



L}

have often enéountered the criticism that the Single Tax is™oo
rational” that it doesn't furnish enough stimulus to the emotions.

I feel sure that each year Fairhope is becoming of
greater value as andenonstration or model and man is imitative.
Perhaps i1t may come. to the attention of some political leader
- who wants to accomplish something outstandi so our colony ef-
fort may accomplish what the writers have failed in. Surely
Roosevelt has institued many more radical measures in the hope
of accomplishing that which would bring credit to his name. I
believe that had he had the power to reascn throcugh the single
tax he might have established it in this nation. Surely thed
considering that it is true that man will try every wrong way
before he consents to try the right way we are much in his debt.

Ope—rgt—
4 Our government, both executive and legislztive, in

its efforts to find a way to relieve economic 111s has sent
comnittees and emisaries to the ends of the earth to study every
phase of human endeavor, perhaps some day they'll investigate ‘
Fairhope and be led to the single tax. I tried to get these
attending the Henry George Congress at Chicago to consider Fair-
hope as a demonstration, but so far as I can learn I made no
impression. I appreciate that in the earlier days when there
were conflicting groups here and when the Colony was implicated
in the processes of community mansgement with all the differences
of opinion resulting those who came to observe the werkings of
an economic principle heard so much of personalties and details
of management that the demonstration was cobscured.

Such is not the case now. A municipal corporation
conducts the community affairs. The Singee Tax Corporation
confines itself. to the conservation of that egual opportunity
which is inherent in accesgsibility of land on Just and fair terms.
The resull is a community that is almost unanimously recognized
as being different and more attractive by both residents and
visitors. I believe this difference is altogether due to the
fact that none can secure an idividual gain except through the
sale of hie irdividual service and the public reaps the gain&
from sale of the public service.

I believe Single Taxers over the country might do well
to re-examine Fairhope in the light of considering it as a dem-
onstration or model., All the principles contained in many of to-
day's successful mechanical appliances remeined locked in bocks
until some one developed a demonstration model.

' - Again let me thank you and Dr., Bowen for your great
contribution to the cause and for the truly appreciated honor
you conferred on me by sending me your book,.

Sincerly yours,'










Towaco, N.J.
May 18 1943

C.A.Gaston,
Fairhope, Als.,
Dear lir. Gaston:
I was glad to get your letter of

April 14. Urgent matters have prevented me from making an
earlier acknowledgement. :
When it comes . to Submitting a review

of Economiecs Simplified, it is rather embarassing for an author, him-
self, to be elected to do the jobe As you know, every woman thinks her

own baby is the finest on earth. Have tried to duck by merely

assembling some of the things that have been gaig by others, ana

hopq%he result, as enclosed, may meet with your approval, -

I quote from a letter received a few days ago

from one of the teachers in one of the Henry George School Extensions:
"In the class I now have is a girl who was born , brought up and
educated in Fairhope, Ala. It surprised me to have her say
that the Organiec School of Education, down there, does not
teach the very science which is Supposed to lie at the bottom
of the Fairhope experiment. They have some kind of a eourse
which is, however, very incomplete”. How come? And this

reminds me of a meeting, a few jyears ago, in New York, which I attended,
and at which Mrs. Johnson was one of the speakers. I recall that I was
amazed@ to find that she was utterly unfamiliar with any basie economic
principles,~ didn't know the difference between the George philosophy
and Marxianism. Indeed, she was about 90% socialistic. Fairhope may get
the reputation that lazareth had, and that caused the query, "Can any
good thing wome out of Nazareth?" Some of the articles that occasionally
appear in The Courier, by some of your correspondents, supposed to be
Georgists, are most astoundingly communistic in tone. Perhaps #airhope
would be a promising market place for"Economics Simplified”,

I thoroughly agree with you that our chief difficulty is in get-
ting people to think analytieally. The George movement went on the rocks,
from whence we are now trying to rescue it, because it was founded to
such a great extent on emotion. Emotion has its place, but,it will not
do as & substitute for clear reasoning. I tremble when nvisioning
what this country has in store for itself, unless we can popularize
the George prineiples,- which are, of course, the liosaic principles.

But education must precede popularity,- and education is a slizfpzocess.

With best wishes, Sincerely, . T
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May 28, 1943

Mr, George I. Rusﬁy
Towaco, N. J.

Dear Mr. Rusby:

I was glad to get your letter of May 18 and you will
find published in yesterday's Courier the material you sent con-
cerning "Economics Simplified™. 8ince you may have overlooked ;
' .earlier mention in my editorial of April 22 I enclose a clipping
and also call your attention to the last item in the published
council proceedings, blue penciled. I erred in making remittance
for the authorized six copies, sending six dollars so 12 bocks
were sent but all are being put to good use (I hope). S

Also In this week's Couyrier I hope you'll find time
to read my editorial "Production's Tri-partnekship”, I don't
believe you'll find it communistic. However I'11 welcome. your
ceriticisu of anything I may publish. I too find much to xmbx
critcize in material that is contributed to the Courier and in.
some thal is selected by my sister Mrs. Crawford, but thinkisg
peocple should prcfit from the opportunity for comparison and ,
there is little to hope for from those who do not think, so pos=-

ibl7’the cnly damage is to personal reputation. : :

: . Your conclusions eoncernirg Mrs. Johnson are, in my
opinion, altogether correct. We were greatly disappointed to
have her ever support the Townsend Flan, and to consider other
plans based on irrational emotional desires. Perhaps if yom
and Dr. Bowen had produced Economies 3ipplified twenty of thirty
years ago her real usefulness to the world would have been mul-
tiplied many times. You see I do believe she was useful and I
am sure that the institution she founded here and the teaching
practices she develpped are well worth maintaining., While Iy
can't recall that there has ever”been a simen pure single tax -
economist on the teaching staff, and the further fact that there |
have been those who embraced the 57 varieties of pseudo-scien-
tific and religious theories, the teaching practices have produced
izudents who I belleve have a remarkably low degree of gullibile

. ; A

: I was glad to get another copy of "The Functions of
Government" and have Jjust reread our correspondence mf dating
from your letter of Dec. 25, 1938 when you sent me the first )
copy of The F. of G. on into July, 1941, correspondence that I
found and find profitable and which i think prove me to be "in
accord". Certainly I believe that government activities should
be limited to promotion of the public welfare. B



“ I have been a member of the municipal council here
for 12 or more years and for the past 6 or 7 have been ¢hairman
of the utilities committeey, the munie¢ipality owning and operat-
ing the elptric, water and sewer utilities, and Fairhopers enjoy
superior service toc that available in neighboring communities,
yet they are fullysupported by earned revenue and by far the
greater part of the "unearned increment" these utilities produce
comes to the coffers of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation in
the form of*ren$ payments for theiuse of}siteshon our land, We
still have avalila land sc all in Fairhope who pay unearned
1nc%€£§§993 ¢ red%%ﬁ in the positicn of the man who stands up
to the sfét machine and feeds nickles into it. Qur municipal
government is cbhliged to levy unjust taxes since the state con-
stituion pitescribes the sources of public revenue for munici-
palities. Fairhope does however levy twice the ad valorem tax
levied in like communities and since the improvements that have
to bear thls tex as well as the lend,are mostly on our land
with the taxes on them paid out of the rent fund, the tax is
largely a land tax.

Certainly I am not convinced that it is impossible
to work out a plan where the full monopoly value of utilities
can be secured tc the public and if it can surely there can be
no good reascn for government to continue in their operation.
The simpler we can make government and the more we can safely
restrict its activities the less is the hazard at the polls.
I am of the opinion that under free conditions,mx which we can
not have without public colliection of the monopoly value of land,
that private education may displace public education and that
much of the work now done in public health will be cared for
by private physicilans, that charitable institutions will go
out of business and therewill be advantages we do not yet see,
but it dces appear tc me that until government does collect .
the monopoly value, wE can smarerXy not see my way to the withe-
drawal of my support’tewall things that give some relief even
though it is shortly absorbed by the collectors of re nt.

) In reviewing our correspondence I find in your let-
ter of April 134 1941 the statement that: "I am very sorry
Fairhope was ever permitted to be referred to as a 'Single Tax'
Colony. It 1s a hard mut to crack: tc be obliged, when telling
of what the applicatlon of Georgism will accomplish, to meet the
objection of those whp contend,~ "Well, if it will accomplish
s0 much, why‘doesn’@lfhere they have i%, in Fairhope?t' * I don't
know how long 1t 15 ‘since you visited Fairhope or whether you
or those referred to made any practical appraisal of the natur-
al opportunities inherent in this section or if ycu or they
made any considerable study of neighboring communities so that
an adequate comparlson could be made. All these 1t appears to
- me are necessary; also consideraticn that there are some who
would be unsatisfied with paradise. If the objection is that
we have not made staunch single taxers of all who reside here
I am mindful that though government has been exercising police
power for agesmmny are not yet convinced they should not tres-
pass the rights of others and prcbably the continued exercise
of that police power will forever leave many ignorant and un-
convinced, so possibly we shculd not be held tcofaulty for our
failure. I am always glad toc hear from you.

Sincerely yours,



Towaco, N.J. June 20/43

C.n.Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.,

Dear Mr. Gaston: :
I have been too much pressed to fing oppoetunity to

reply earlier to yours of liay 28,- and even now I cannot indulge to the
extent of writing as fully as I would like, regarding the questions which
your letter suggests.
I cannot tell you how glad I am to learn of your
attitude toward Govt. operation of the utilities and your attitude in gen-
eral toward the question of The Functioms of Govt. I used to worresponad
with E.B.G. as to this subject, but he 4id not share your views, and we hagd
to agree to disagree. You may have what seem to you good reasons for fav-
oring municipal ownership of the so-called "publie" utilities (whieh are
actually no more "public" than a grocery, or sausage factory), for temporary
purposes, in any given condition, and I, myself, can imagine conditions
which would make me favor the same; but it pPleases me beyond measure to have
Jou endorse the view that Govt., actually, should not concern itself with
anything but leaving people alone, and seeing that they leave oneanother alone.
You must see clearly all that is involved, as 1 see it, when you even
go with me to the extent of holding that our publie school system is"wrong".
It is more difficult for many to grasp, that privately paid for instruction
is the only system, if we would hew to the principle involved; and this is
probably so, because people cannot eavision the conditions in which people
will find themselves, financially, when the liberation of the land shall have
created a condition of"more jobs than men". Meantime, Xike you, I would vote
to continue the publiec gchool; but there is a xmsk vast difference between
continuing a thing recognized as fundamentally wrong because of other bad con-
ditions, =m® understanding that it shall be for temporary purposes only, and
upholding that thing because of one's belief in it, per se.

Nothing can halt, permanently, a nation's course towarad the socialistie,
the communistic, so long as the nation endorses anything in harmony with the
principles underlying those proposals. 0il and water cannot mix. Supposing
that the public school was the first move in that direction (I do not know
whether it actually was), &k® in making that move the foundation was laid,
inevitably, for all the mxmgrmsx further movement in that direction- until
the "new deal" came in, and for all that remains to do, further in the same
direction. Every step in the wrong flirection emands two more to support 5
and we are now not "driftimg", but racing toward some form of the same thing
that we condemn in Germany and Italy. I do not refer to the demands of war
conditions, but to the tendency that was so apparent long before the war.

When in a previous letter I stated it as my view that it has been un-
wise to refer to Fairhope as #nrnishing an example of the application of
the Single Tax, this was my thought: we teach that the application of the
5.T. will make men free, will enormously increase wages, and will FExakkxkhwx
skiErx bring all the other benefits we have g long pictured as in store for
us. Then somebody gets up in the aufiience an estifies that in the "Single
Tax" Colony of Fairhope he foungd wazes just as low, and just as mueh poverty,
as elsewnere; zmmdxE® then what? Then the speaker has to explain that that col-~
ony is NOT a Single Tax colony, that it is a misnomer, that only the Yery
firet steps have been taken in the direction of what we pisture unfler the
Full, S50 I have had it thrown at me repeatedly, that all of our claims have
been wofully exaggerated, as to what the S.T. would accomplish, for "down in
Fairhope, where they have it, conditions for making a living are as bad as
anywhere else". all of which I have to admit, for I've been thre myself, to see.
The benefits that you describe, and which are actual, as far as they go, can-
not but be regarded as trivial compared with what we expect fxmm eventually.
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' Of course it can all be explained, but the explanation takes the form of

a recantation so far as advertising Fairhope as a"S.T." colony. It may do
some good, from the angle of mere taxation; but we are not out for that. I
used to believe that the 5.T. method of destroying private property in lang
was the best method. But I have come to believe that there would be danger

of losing sight of the fundamental principle, and of thus returning to the
0ld system of taxation,- especially so since if the tax reform were slowly
applied, its benefits might not come quickly enough to prevent schemers from
fooling th€ people into going back instead of forwarg. We must teach the
people the difference between property rights in land and those in labor prod-
ucts; we must teach that lang must be treated as common property. I now favor
confiscation of land titles, outright. And I believe that the shortest route
to our goal consists making this the outright issge. It did not seem so,
years ago, but the struggle for existence, for both Capital ang Labor, has
brought convietion that something is basically wrong in society, and we must
supoly the answer to the query as to what it is,- and it is N0 some form of

"tax reform".

I am =0 glad to have Jou assure me that the Courier was not,
itself, a@ a supporter of the Townsend Plan,- one of the silliest proposals
ever made. I have ever since sorrowed over the belief, gathered from your col-
umins, that you did favor the idea, which is in direct opposition to all that

George stood for, and we stand for.

You fay that you believe there will be found a way of taking the
full monopoly value of the utilities. I do not believe that humans can do
anything with exactness. But we coulgd approximate to doing what you say,- and

(and this is the vital thought )it would be infinitely better to come short of
attaining our goal, to take all of that value,than to adopt the alternative-
going into socialistigke practices involved in the Governmentalizing of the
utilities, or anything else. The agmpkak adoption of an evil prineciple is in-
comparably worse thah failure to fully apply a correct one. I am a great be-
liever in principles- the only thing worth striving for. As I gay in"The Punct-
ions of Govt.", we must zmx cut out acting on opinion; lay down a bagic prin-
ciple, and hew to it. The whole trouble with ou¥ legislators is that they
are trying to do something “for the people’ using their Judgement, instead of
accepting a fundamental prineiple, and then only asking themselves whether any
given proposition conflicts or accords with that princinle.Vru wmi-ofgi,  /*
I hav'n't had time to reag the Courier, yet. Give me a little more
time. With bestwihses, &H,bﬁ{? PR
Sincerely, ﬁng -Rusby./’



lMeh. 29, 1946

Mr. John M. Rush
22 W. California
Pasadena, Calif,

Dear iir., Rush:

Enclosed and under separate cover I am sending you
material which will better acguaint you with our community and
the conditicns under which we operate here.

Our corporation dees not deal in the sale or transfer
of title tc houses. We are concerned only with our lands which
are available by direct application to us and the transfers of
the leasehcld interest where owners of houses have accomplished
their sale to another. There is a very active demand for prop-
erty here now and many sales are being made., Just at the present
we have no favorably located land for lease though we have pros-
pects of making some available shortly. However there is little
prospect of us securing any land in the country for some time
since prices are inflated now. All of our country land (some
3700 acres is now leased.

I should say it would hardly be advisable to move here
~without making a visit of inspection. Business activities in
this section appear to be expanding, but we are having returned
to us many of our young men, who were iy the service and the
probability is there will be rather keen competition for jobs.
The South produces more people than it can profitably employ and
.many of our more highly trained young people have to go east or
north to find suitable employment.

At the present tme prices are too high due to the
shortage of houses and the higher costs of building. This should
be somewhat relieved within a year., if the government is suc-
cessful in accomrlishing the building program it has proposed.
Iff I can furnish you any further information please write to
me.

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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irs, Bthel M Rntledge,
Bax 130, S, 2. C.y .
Troy, Aiabama,

July 21, 1941

" Dear i¥rs. Rutledge:

NG i : :
_ My sister, lMrs. Crewford, honded me ycur card for re-
ply and I am pleased to send you herewith and under separate
cover printed maferial which I hope will be of help to you in

your work, :

There surely was never a time when it was more import-

en@ that proposals for solution £mzx of our economié problems
be arrived at only after sincere and careful study. 8c often

in the past popular appeal, rather than sound judgmenté has been
tc

the basis for evaluating proposed sclutions., And far tco often

popular apreal has been the product of studlied propagenda of

gelfisli monopouliistic interests, : e ‘
One of the principal factors creating the South's

"ERTERIRRET |

oroblems 1s regognized as vhe exploitation of its natural © Lo
[+ .

tunities by foreign interestis. snd it 1s the factor that.the
Eingle Tax of llenry George and Ieirhope &mk is designed to re-
nove, ~ .
Could the south keep all the wealth that is produced
as the recult of’'the applieation of lebor to its natural CPpOr=
tunities, the individual incomes of our citlzerns would not g:
of the relative low standard they are and our public income
would not be short of our needs tc the extent that we are for-*
ever before the federal governmment with appeals for asslistence.
That portion of the produced wealth which 4 due to

the greater efficiency of labor mede possible by the investuent

of foreizgn capltal or to the technical plamning and salesman-
ship cf nonresidents should certainly herdiztyrietes go to them

in proper shere, but the proportion thet is due to location and °
to Jocel labor and mansgement should certainly stay in the South,

: If the Bouth would alter its public revenue gystem
aboligh taxes and collect in lieu theoreof the rental velue cf

every natural resource whether it be a c¢ity lot an scre of farm

land, a2 water power site or a mineral depcsit all incentive to
withﬁcld cprortunities frem development for specreltive rcasons

or for fear of excessive texstion would be removed, and all‘gfyh
e

ments made to the stateé would be on the baeis of benefits ma

)

evallable by the state. The exploltation from which tie South . e

 suffers would be changed to development in which the South e
not be deprived of its just shere,

Some of the benefits toc be expected cen he observa¢5igX 

Fairhope as isﬁgraetieally demonetrated by the relatively low
enroilment of
eral public improvements, .

, e 4 4 Very truly yours,

A and Sceisl Security casos here and by ho'gin%“













530 Central Avenue,
Bro Oklyn, N.Y. 9
October 20, 1938,

Editor of the Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

The writer is engaged in the preparation of a thesis on
"The 8ingle Tax Movement in the United States Since the
World War".

The Executive Secretary of the Robert Schalkenbach Foun-
dation, this city, has suggested that I write to you for
information regarding your enclave. I am interested in
all phases of the movement, such as, organization, acti-
vities, finances, etc.

I shall very much appreciate any material which you might
be able and kind enough to send to me which would help me
in my work.

With an expression of my anticipated thanks, I am

Charles Ryha

Ly yo f /
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