


_ May 1, 1936

THE ANTI-SINGLE- TAX CONTEAL BU! EAU
Fied H. Johnson, Segretnry

734 South Spring Street

Los Angeles, Calif,

De » Siux:

In ieply to youi letter of Api1ii 14th, the
to n of Falihope lg & nynicipal Coxpoiation holding
the sune type of chartez ag othei runicipaiities in
the state of Alsu wma und levying taxes on the s=me
Liegieg ne provided by atate l=w. The:e igs piobably
¢ne exceoti n to she geneisl rule in thnt the town
¢f Fuirho.g doee not reguire the payvrent of auy
license tux fur conducting a bugines: within the
town Limits. Taxes levied by the tusn consist of
a regula: tux of five millsg for aeneial puiposes and
a gpeCinl tax of five cille, voted 0y iLhe citigensg
fo: stieet lighting, fiie fightin, equipment and the
maintenance of public pruserty as patke, bathing
bercheg, munieipul buildings ete. - The tax levy is
or land, imp.uverentes snd peigonel pioperty and ig on
the weuvsenent copied fium the bodks of the cuunty
asg uLsul, ‘

Operating within the to'n ia the Fairhope
Slngle Tux Corvosation, vwhore members weie res vngible
foi1 the founddng of the tovn. "Thic corporation nwng
about one thixd of the land within the coLpurate
limite which they Llias o any one desiring i1 ad for.
use, n 2 99 year leare contract. The plsn avvents to
ve attinctive to citizgeng of Faiiho & as is shown by
the Tollowing figures: 1In 1:35 the tot:l ascessed
vatuation (80%) of land improverents snd peirsonal
piopexty in the town of Fal:ihove was $943,542.00.
The land of the 8ingle Tax Corpoistion was asuessed
at $141,340.00, person 1l property of the col uration
£6,005.00, improvements u.d peirlgon 1l puopeity of the
Ccoipuiation leswcees and thei. tenents wag $521,869.00,
thue the ¢ rporation, its lecsees anl their teunentg
accounted .1 {B66vY,346.00 of the total asses ¢d Valune
tion 1n the to'n .f Friihope.



Fiom the point of view of the town of Fairhope
the Single Tax plin as applied Dby this coxvoration is
a conuiderable asset,

As you will see quite a pescentage of our
ievenue cumes from a singie gource and the pay is
go d. V¥hile the tax on memesery and pergonal propest:
of lecsees is levied agninst ther as individunle
they have an incentive Yo pay theisr taxes ng they
cai auply Lhe tax seceiptse on the payment of the
lznd ient to the coiporation. Briefly, the ovperation
of the Walrhope Siugie Tox Corporation in the town
of Fui.hope pioduces threc rain things.

(®
et

1st. The avaoilubility £ lund vitho.
puichace price attzucts population.

and. Having to pnay the zental value of the
lani stinulates ils maxXimm uee.

61d. These two sesuit in a greater proiuction
of wealth and & highe: apgsessed viaiuntion.

We arc inclosing sore liteinture gecuied
Tiom the scc.ebury of tae Falthope Siugle Tax Coip.,
*ho we a.e sure wiil be gi & to fuinish sny further
infoiration you ray desire frow hir and we asauie you
of a like wiliingneus on our part.

Vezry truly vo. rs,



May 1, 1936

THE ANTI=SINGLF TAX CRANTRAL BUREAU
Fred H. Johnson, Secretanmy

7 84 South Epring Street

Log Angeles, Callif,

Dear Sirs

In yeply to your letter of April 1l4th, the
town of Fairhope is @ nunicipzl corporaticn holding
the sane type ol charter ag other municipalitieg in
the state of AMlabara sd levying tzizes cn the pane
bagis =g provided oy stste ia2w, Thexre ie prooadly

one exception to the generald tne town
of Fairhope dces not  recuilrs of any
license tax for exznducting in the

fown limits. Taxesg levisd vy the >wn congist of

a reguiar tax ol five wilig 1wo6es and
& gpecigl Gtax i mille, clitizensg
fop sticet 11 ie L1:h b und the
maintenance cperl thing
be?lx)h\ # ALnGIC i;} (S8 S O A.'ji':- - E ‘JY is

cn land, daprovementeg :2nd peis y 3nd is on
the aseesai.@nt copied Ifrowm U ¢ county

SBECLEBUL.

Operating within the tormn 1s the Fairhcpe
S8ingie Tax Ccapozation, wncee members were regponsible
for the founding of the town,  This cozporaticn cwne
sbout one -third of the land within the corpor-te
limits which they leas: to any ¢ns desiring land for
use, cn =z 99 year lease contract.- Theplan asgears to
be attractive tc citizensg of F:irnooe as is ghown by
the following figurest In 1935 the total dsscgeed
valuation (80%) of iand improvements aznd personal
property in the town of Fairhope was $942,5423,00,
The land of the Single Tax Corporation was assessed
at $141,340,00, personal property of the corporation
$6,055,00, imorovement: and perconal property of the
corporation lLessees and their tensnts was §531,889.00,
thus the corporat ion, its lessees and their tenents
accounted for $669,348.00 of the total assessed valuae
tion in the town of Fairhope. ~



From the point of vicw of the town of Fairhope
the Single Tax plan as applied oy this corporation ig
a considerable asges,
¢ As you will s=e quite a percentage of our
revenue comee from a single source and the pay is
good. "Thile the tax on irprovements and personal pro=
perty of lecsees is levied against them as individuale
they have an ingcentive to pay their taxes as they
can applyv the nax receip:g on the payment of the
land rent to the corporation, Briefly, the operation
of the Fairhope Singie Tax Czorporation in the town

of Fal:hope preduces tores maln things.
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the land gtimualetes ibt2 kRaxXioum Use,.

cid. These owo (2s30lt 1o a  re=tzr productiion
of wealth ani & higher csgeszea valuabion,.

Te a2 loclosing scnc Litersbture sacured
frow the secretary of the Fuirh-pe Single Tox Corpe,
who - = e SUTE will be gl'ﬁ o Iy phish =ny ‘uzther
inforwniion you nay desire fr v him and me assure you
of & 1ike willingness on our zart.



May 1, 1938

THE ANTI«:INGLE TiX. CENTFAL BUFRZAU
Fied H. Jobhnson, Becretary

734 South Spring Street :

Los Angeles, Caidf,

Desr Siz:

In reply to your letter of April 14th, the
town of L.iihopa.i: a menicipsl corporation helding
the same typse of Charger ac other municipnlities in
the state of llubam: 2nd levying taxes on the same
bagie as srovided by state l:w. There is o robaply
one exception tou the weneral rule in that Lne town

of Folrhooe does not requie tne vayument o any
license &tax lor ¢ aducting u ousinces vithiu the
town lii1tg, Taxes lLoevicd uv ohie towa consist of

a rexul LA vt IuVe Liaws 101 meheoyul nmuzvoses and
a suvecladl ¢uX C. Jive woaiis, Voosd oy tne citizens

for stzestl (1:htine, fize {ipnting equipnent and the
maintensnee o UL 1C UTOUETVY 88 Lulks, batning
beaches, runicipal ovuiicin.g etc,. The Hmux lLevy 18
on Land, lagrovemsnts 20d peérsonad vicuerty and is on
the agsesc-nernt coovied Lrok Ltu= DOUKs of tne couunty
868E530 T,
Operating witnin tne towa is the Yairhope

Single lax Coroorution, whose reubess were responsible
for tne tounding @f tne luwae This corporstion owng
-apbout vne toird 0i bue sund within lbe corvorate
limite which they lLease t0 any oune desiiiiz 1:nd fop
use, on a 89 year lease convyact. The pi~a appears to
0e attractive to citizeus of Faiihope as 1s showu by
the foliowing figures: Iu 1835 the total asscagsed
valuat.on (80%) oi land iwprovemente and persoBead -
property in the town of Fairhove was §942,542,

The iand of the Single Tax Corporation wzg sssesged

at $141,340,00, personal property of the corporation
$6,055,00, improvements and personal property of the
coiporation lessees und their tenente wzg {521 ,869,00,
_thug the corporation, its iessees and their tenents
accounted for #669,348,00 of tne total assessed valua-

tion &n the town of Fasirhope.



From the ..int of vier of the town of Fairhope
the Single Tax plan ae applied by this corporation is
a coneiderable asset.

As you will see juite a percentage of our
reévenue comes from a single source and the pay ie
geod. "hile the taXx on improvements and pers onal pro=
peziy ‘of lessees is levicd againest them as individuals
they have wn incentive Sc pey their taxes as they
cun a. Ay the tax receipis on the paywent of the
land jent to tne corvoration, Brielfy, the operation
of the fairhcpe €ingle Tax Corpozation in the town
¢t Fulrho.e gioducee thiree wain thinge.

lst, The availability of laad =ithout
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you of o ~lke willingness on cur part,



IVAN A. THORSON
CHAIRMAN EDUCATIONAL AND
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

WM. M. GARLAND
CHAIRMAN ADVISORY BOARD

P. D. MASON
TREASURER

THE ANTI-SINGLE TAX CENTRAL BUREAU

OF CALIFORNIA
724 SOUTH SPRING STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

TRINITY 2383

FRED H.JOHNSON
SECRETARY EDUCATIONAL AND
PuBLICITY COMMITTEE

April 14, 1936

City Treasurer
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Sirs
We are informed that Fairhope has some form of
Single Tax, that is a tax on land exempting im-
provements and personal property.
We are interested in knowing the success or
failure of such a tax system, and wish that you
would inform us on the matter.
Very truly yours,
ANTI-SINGLE TAX CENTRAL BUREAU OF CALIFORNIA

FHJ /BB FRED H. JOHNSON
Secretary Educational and Publicity Committee



DYS LOWELL, CLERK
HOWARD RUGE, MAYOR GLADY

TOWN OF FAIRHOPE

M. O. Berglin
C. A. Gaston PHONE 51-J
W. 0. Keeble
T. J. Klumpp Fairhope, Alabama

J. O. Stimpson

May 1, 1936

THE ANTI-SINGLE TAX CENTRAL BUREAU
Fred H. Johnsan, Secretary

734 South Spring Street

Log Angeles, Calif.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of April 1l4th, the
town of Fairhope is a municipal corporation holding
the same type of charter ag other municipalities in
the state of Alabama and levying taxes on the same
bagis as provided by state law. There isg probably
one exception to the general rule in that the town
of Fairhope does not require the payment of any
license tax for conducting a business within the
town limits. Taxesg levied by the town consist of
a regular tax of five mills for general purposes and
a gpecial tax of five mills, voted by the citizens
for street lighting, fire fighting equipment and the
meintenance of public property as pzrks, bathing
beaches, municipal buildings etc. The tax levy is
on land,improvements and personal property and is on
the assessment copied from the books of the county
ag8ess0r,

Operating within the town ig the Fairhope
Single Tax Corporation, whose members were responsible
for the founding of the town. This corporation owns
about one third of the land within the corporate
limits which they lease to any one desiring land for
use, on a 99 year lease contract. The plan appears to
be attractive to citizens of Fairhope as is sghown by
the following figures: In 1935 the total agsessed
valuation (80%) of land improvemente and personal
property in the town of Fairhope was $942,548.00C.
The land of the 8ingle Tax Corporation was assessed
at $141,340.00, personal property of the corporation
$6,055.00, improvements and personal property of the
corporation leesees and their tenents was $521,869.00,
thus the corporation, its lessees and their tenents
accounted for $669,246.00 of the total assessed valua-
tion in the town of Fairhope.



HOWARD RUGE} MAYOR GLADYS LOWELL, CLERK

ALDERMEN: ‘TOWN OF FAIRHOPE

M. O. Berglin
C. A. Gaston PHONE 51-J
W. O.» Keeble
T. J. Klumpp Fairhope, Alabama

J. d. Stimpson

From the point of view of the town of Fairhope the
S8ingle Tax plan as applied by this corporation ig a
considerable asset.

As you will see quite a percentage of our
revenue comes from a single source and the pay is
good. While the tax on membess and personal prope rty
of leaggees ig levied against them as individuals
they have an incentive to pay their taxes as they
can apply the tax receipts on the payment of the
land rent to the coirporation. Briefly, the operation
of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation in the town
of Fairhope produces three main things.

lst. The availability of land without
purchase price attracts pepulation.

2nd. Having to pay the rental value of the
land stimulates its maximum use.

3rd. These two result in a greater production
of wealth and a higher assessed valuation.

We are inclosing some literature secured
f rom the secretary of the Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
who we are sure will be glad to furnish any further
information you may desire from him and we assure you
of a like willingness on our part.

Very truly yours,
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Irvington, Alabama
Mar., 17, 1936

Dr. C. A. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Sir:

I spent last Sunday in Fairhope., The morning I left I
inquired as to whom I could write to obtain information regaring Fairhope
and was told that you could doubtless tell me what I wished to know.

I was quite well impressed with the general appearance of the town
and thought that I should like to know more of its history and the general
plan in accordance with which its municipal affairs are managed., 155
you have for distribution any literature of this sort, I should be very
glad to see 1it.

For the past 5 years we have been on our farm near Irvington. We
bought here 25 years ago, while I was connected with the pgblic schools of
Chicago, with a view to developing a pecan and orange farm=- which we have
done with varying success. I have long understood that Falrhope was
a singlke tax colony. It impressed me as a quiet, residence town, com-
paratively free from the smoke and noise of the ordinary manufacturing
town,

&

Assuring you that I shall appreciate any information which you may
be able to give me, I am

Yours truly,




March 19, 1936

Mre. lMe L. Ashley
Irvington, Ala.

Derr Sirge z

I am 1 lessed to respond to your letter
of Mrreh Tth, and under seperste cover em enclosing
litersture end forms which ghould cive vou & fair
understending of the history of Feirhope. 21 the generel
- plan under which the Fairhoype Single Tax’ﬁoxporation
hendles its locnds. Fairnopels vunicipel govermment is
the soeme 8 thet of other m?niciyslities in the state.

: ~ Thz Ciagle Tex Corporstion cwas a cunnideradle
; t of the 1:+2 whieh 1s iuproved within the towm

ol

and »lzo severcl thousend acryrcs of lond in the
surro.nding. Ihe applicoetion blank ond Gopy
coniract L am sending you will exploin the

1 which land may be acguired and oceun icd. I
gled to furnish ary further information desired
meke uy services available ot ony time you cen
for = personcl visit. e
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Very truly Jsours,

> \

Secretary




March 31, 1944

I'r. V. M., Avendano L.
Consul of Venezuelano
Los Angeles, Calif,

Dear Mr. Avendano:

Permlt me first to apologize for my inordinate delay
in writing to you and expressing tc you our ar preciation of.
your courtesy in calling on us. H? sincerely hope opportunity
uill afford ancther chance for youvisit Fairhope.

Let me assure you that we do not claim Fairhope is a
fair example of what could be achieved by a full apprlication of
Henry George's proposal tc raise all public revenue through a
single tax on land values. The complexity of the revenue Fro-
grams cf our naticn and the various political subdivisions is
such that it did not appear practical to attempt to make irdie
vidual compendations to the lessees from land rentals.

: Ad valorem taxes are direct levies on the improvements
and personal property of lessees, levied in their names. It
is therefore practical to pay such taxes from the rent rcceived
from each lessee and this is the practice followed at Fairhope.
Our lessees therefore are relieved from the tax on that portion
of their wealth production which is rerresented by the inmprovements
and personal property accumulated on their leaseholds. That ad-
vantage is ccnsiderable in some cases but I consider it to be
minor to that of having land available for use without the pay-
ment of any purchase price to secure possecssicn,

Since the lessee holoirg an unimproved or a poorly ime
proved lot is at a disadvantage with the person who improves his
lot unimproved lots are only taken by those ready to use then.
Unbedeviled by private landlordism and speculation in the unime
proved value of landtthose coming to Fairhope can freely chocse
tha most favorable unused site. This tends to the development
of a compact comanity with a correslopdinv econcmy in the sup-
ply of public services.

Our Fairhope plan is in divect competition wi th the
private ownership of land plan commouly in force all c¢ver the
world, The Fairhope Colony does not own 2 solid block of land.
Not only is the colony's total land holding within the lMunici-
pal limits only one-fifth of all land available for private use
but thare are several considerable blocks of privately owned



\
\

land surrounded by colony holdings. This condition makes the
demonstration at Fairhope particularly effective.

The results of the demonstration can be found in the
property assessment roll of the municipal government. The last
assessment, that of 1943 shows the assessed value of the colony
land to be forty-three and sixty-four hundredths per cent, . al=-
most one half of the total valvue, thcugh only one-fifth the’
area. It also showed that the wvalue of improvements and per-
sonal property held on the colony's one-fifth of the land was
eighty and fifteen hundredths of the tctal. Further evidence
of the effectiveness of the demonstration is that though Fair-
heopre dees not have the most favorable location in this section
it is much the largest town along the bay shore as well as being
the largest town in the county, though one of the youngest.

When Fairhope was founded in 1895 the land here had
practically no value,The colony paid $1.25 to $6.00 an acre for
the land they purchased. This year of 1944 the rent due the
colony on a little less than 300 acres of this land is $30,763.64.
That fund is adequate to pay the ad valorem taxes on the corpo-
ration's land, its income and ccrporation taxes,; other corpora=-
ticn expenses and the ad valorem taves of lessees on thelr ime
provements and personal property to the extent of the corporae
tions liability, and to leave a fund to maintain a public library,
prave streets and sidewalks and other civic betterments.

I am enclosing copies of our aprlication for land and
lease contract. In these you will note that we have not depended
altogether on the rent to prevent speculation. It is rrobable
that we are not cocllecting the full rent. ©Unless we covld find
some way to relieve cur lessees of the complex indirect and other
taxes thatzpust be yald the additional payment of full rent for
the land"#e be very burdensome. While they wculd of ccurse have
that mich larger a fund for public improvements, sugh might be
in excess of what they cculd afford, thereby constituting extrav-
agant luxuries.

In our constitution Article IX rroviding for & medium
of exchange is not in usej; Artiele X rroviding for colony owner-
ship of utilities is not in use, the municipal government heing
deemed a more satisfactory agent to handle thesej Article XI-In-
surance is not in use; Article XII--Parks. Libraries, Etc., ex-
cept for the library and cemetery)ownersh{p and authority has
been delegated to the municipality.

It 1s probable that ycu will have some guestions af-
ter studying the material I am sending you and I wish you to
feel at liberty to write me for such additional information as i
you may desire,
' Sincerely yours,

Secretary.



March 8, 1940,

‘Mrs, P Se Barkalow, Jra,
Box 469y Auburn, Ala.,

Dear Joans

: It is encouraging to learn that you and the
professor consider the report on Fairhope to be of suf-
ficient consequence to extend the time so the report
m:y be .s complete as possible, :

I need not assure you that we shall be happy
to muke all the material we have aviiluble to you and
to lend our personal aid in properly interpreting it.

There is u very real threat, in present
trendsy, to American Individualism «nd, most unfortun-
ately, I believe, this threat is spreading in the stu-
dent bodies and the professorships of our schools un
universities. '

I believe that this is due to a general faile
ure in detecting that there are two very different
brunds of Americ.n Individualism, The true American
-Individualism, the one th:t is worth every cost neces-
s«-ry to preserve ityzwae deveioped by the originul piee
neers, They applied their labor and lnowledge to the
land that nature h:.d held in store for them through-
out the agesji

Then came into existence here the other brund
of Individualism, not of the new but of the old world,
a destroyer of American Individualism. Free opportun-
ity the foundation on which American Individualism had
been built passed when title to the lands of the new
world came to be vested in the f.vorites of Zuropean
rulers and those who would preserve American Individ-
ualism had to carry it on acress the breadth of the con-
tinent where a n:tur:l barrier, the Pacific Ocean,
halted it and the false Individualism caught and dese
troyed its :

Due to the underst:nding of Fairhope's foune
ders and to their foresight there probubly exists in
Fairhope today more true Americ:n Individualism than in
any other section of this country and I feel sure you
will find well worth while the time you spend in studye
ing it. -

Sinecerely yours,
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-~ Harch 2, 1940,

Mrs. P. S, Barkalow, Jr.s
Box 469, Auburny Ala.,.

Dear Joan:

I regret that your letter of Peb. 27 only reached me
today and I a. afr«id there is not time for such information
and material as I cun give you to be of much service nt this
time but you will huave it for future reference snd we will he
glad to have it in the files there und I wEnt to assure you
that this Corporation will be glad o furnish n.terinl for the
library or such othey = :ency of the school ag ney desire it,

‘hile I am sending you herewith literature and forms
that tell the story ruther coupletely, realizin: that you will
have short ti e to dig through these I will give you the story
briefly: '

A st ll group of enthusiusts for te eccononic 0lie
cies of Henry ueeorpge determined %0 make « practic 1 demonstra
tion of their re:.sability. This decision wac renched in the
office of my father e Be Guston, in Des Moines, Iewe, in 1894,
A comnitiee on locution was selected and sites wers inspected
in western Tennessee, Misdiseippi, Lousiens snd 1n8% on the
Bavtern shore of iiobile Bay. The ¢o mittee re urned, alkin ré-
port on ~ll ithe sites considered, but faveorin_ os t the latters

- In their report they stuted: " e do not know thut a living can

be as ea=sily de there as at so.e of the ether sites but we
believe it will he more worth the making,®” Two ballots vere
taken and .ohlle Bay won over its competiter Vestern Teniessees

: sarly da Hovember, 1894 the small band of Colouists
arrived at Bn.tles, 2% miles south of the prosent site of Faira
hope, negotintions were started immediately to secure title to
some land «ny by the first of 1895 they were «t work building
2 comnuniiy. iHeal hurdships had to be endured and moet of the
original co'er: as did meny .ater ounes, proved st-onger of spirit
th'n of flesh and moved on, There were a few, howevaer, who
were so im ressed with the nece:sity of establiching e . racti
cal basis for Sociuzl organization that they held on. These
were of anyliticsl mindes,determining that the trou:lee thit cone
tinua.ly beset them were inherent in human nature and not in
the pl:n so they held on. :

. Always more came than went cway and it soon becane
evident that the plan h.d merit for while only 2 em:1Il .ortion
of the land here was mder the ownership and contrel of the
Colonists their lands were being most rapidly developed =nd
within a compuratively short period of years a tovm wvas built
which sur assed wll the older towns in this seétion. It was
apparent that his did not result from any industricl advant-

- «ges or natural wdvantuges such as superior soil fertility

or strategic transportation advantages since these were in f.ot

‘inferipr to those surrounding,



At the 1.8t census Fairhope was shovm %o be the lurgs-
est towm in Baldwin County and I have no fear that we have held
thet Dlace in the ensuing ten years. ‘e have t.e best stores
of any town in the county, the best bank, the best library, the
gre.iest acreage of public 1.nds «nd possess m:uy other superi-
or advaataze., while at the same tie it is my opinion that we
h.ve far Jewer pau ers and fewer rich, Th:at these have result-
ed from the fundamentel economic policy for which Fairhope is
indedted to its founders I believe there cun be no question.
The ranting of special privileze to none and the =ssurance of
equai opy riunity to all we believe to be the only democratic
way to "sh.re the wealth® und we feel sure that - general ape=
plication of the economic principles established here will
oroduce the s e generally desirable res@ilts. :

~guin expraessing my regret that I have not hud time
to et this up Tor you eurlier and ho ing that it will reach
in t me %o be ol some value I anm, -

Sincerely yours,

Secretary



Box 469
Auburn, Alabama
February 27, 1940

Chamber of Commerce
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

It has become my immediate concern to obtain as much information as
I can on Fairhope, to be used in a sociological report in connection with
my college work., Upon its completion, this report is to be placed on
file in the Zducation Library at A. P. I, for the benefit of anyone
interested in Fairhope.

although I was reared in Fairhope, I do not feel sufficiently familiar
vith its general organization, civic problems, and growth to do it Justice
without additional material., I shall appreciate very much any material you
may care to send me, and all suggestions as to possible sources of information

will be most welcome,
I am also writing to the Courier.

o

This report must be in by March 4, and any information you can give me

before that date will be appreciated.
Sincerely yours, aﬂlgaﬁau&f‘
Joen Ity (5

Joan Metzger Barkalow
(Mrs. F. S. Barkalow, Jr.)



May 17, 1038

Hon. Hugo L. Black,
Associate Justice,
Suprame Court, U. S. A.
Washiogton, D. C.

Dear Justice Black:

Criticiaw .f you in a recently published article in Liberty,
I belisve written by sows London corragon.ent, only mukesg usg
belisve more thoroughly in ycur fitness for the cosition you now
hold. I was happy to ses that your fellow Justices had recent ly
sustained one of y ur criticizad dissenting opinions.

So wany of our liberzls have changed after becowming associated
with consarvative thinkars thut it is particularly sratifying to
find conflidsnce im you justified. I uiss hazving you in the Senate
whers I falt so fres to write you dn any matter thet I e-nsidersed
important.

I do not kmw if it is pro.er for an crdinary citizen to write
to a Supreme ‘Court Justice but I have deeided to find out. I
want to tell you of a latter I recently adureseed to President
Roosevelt in regard to his address to ocongress on the matter of
monopo Ltizs.

told him that 1if his sugzested study into the "effeots of
tax, patent und other governmantsl yolicios," w-g made in the
spirit of that greatest of liberxl Awrican acoicmists, Henry
Gzorge, "to beg no question, shrink from no conzlusion, but follow
truth wherever 1t might lead," I felt sure that the enouire into
the effect of taxes would revedl to them the propar and effective
.method for government to attack the evile of monopoly.

I etated that it was not the fonafide use by monopolieg of
the natural resources to which they held title that constitutes
a menace to society but rather thelr failure to productively use
such resources coupled with thelr destructive use of the power
conferred by title deeds, to curb and strangle free competition.

I stated that society is the cresator of every value that is
held in land and all its related natural opportunitiess and that if
government would secure public revenue through the collection from
every individual or corporation, holding title to langd wheth:r used
or unused, the full value of the soclally created assets in such
land, monovoly owned and contrclled sites and resources would have



3

-

to be ful!y dsveloped to L2 urofitably held.

I called att=ntion to the fact that th- public ravenue to be
derived from this souses would be g0 great that taxes on legitimate
industry and enterprise gould be abolished or greatly reduced and
that prices of all commodities would be correspondincly lowared
without ia any way endangering legitimate profti.

Thisg I stated would greatly increase the purchasing power of
the dollar and the unievelopsd rasourcee of our graat country would
have to be either usai by their present ow nere or -~ie availlable
for us2 by tha graat forces of ille ospital 1nd wen, the rzliaf of
which constitutes the major oroblam of governmesat toiay, restoring
to us our frontizr.

If you ars not too ousy to o sc I would lika to have your
oriticigm. I fzcl that our country is caught up in a biry grave
economic crisis and I want to work as effectively as I cun in
promoting what I feel gure is a sound solution.

I ho 2 vou anl lre. Blagk znd family will find time to come -
down to Point Cl:zar this summar aad wa ghall have the p leasure of
seeing vou in Fairhope.

With sincare parseonal ragaris anid nizgh appreciation of your
servica to our countyy, I am - :

Vary truly yours,

Seorstary

CAG/mg



Supreme Court of the Puited States
Washington, B. 0.

May 20, 1938

Mr. Co A. Gaston,
Fairhope, Alabama

My dear Mr. Gaston:

It was a pleasure to receive your letter of May 17.
I have appreciated the friendship of the Gaston family
since long before I became a candidate for the Senate,
in 1926, and this fact adds to the pleasure I received
from your cordial communication.

I read with much interest the views you expressed
to the President in your recent communication. I am
sure that every thoughtful suggestion relating to public
affairs is a contribution to progress, and I am glad to
note that you are carrying on the traditional public-
spirited service of the Gaston family.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely your friend,




March 24, 1939,

lir. Robert Blacklogck,
793 Lyons Avenue, :
Core Lincoln rloce,
Irvington, M. J.

Dear Sirse

I was pleased to receive yovr letier of the 15ih,
from my sirter, Mrs., Prances G. Cravferd, Id. of the Fair-
Courier, :

I believe that the schocl is developing into a
powerful influence on the economic thought of the people
and should be of great value in the development of sound ec-
onomie policies. I believe that the succesz of cur demon-
stration at Tairhone sgheuld be of volue in $he instruction
~ yet you are the first student I have heard fron vho learne
ed anythings of Pairhope threugh hies course of instruction.

Though legal restrictions limit our corporation
to a very limited applicatiocn of the principle with corres.
ponding reduction of Bbenefits tc our residents the contrast
of Pairhope ané the eondition and character of its citizens
is most apparent when eompared to surrourding communities.

: Pairhope?s location, in several vital respects is
inferior to some other locations in this immediste neigh-
borhood, . yat Fairhope has grown to be the largest and most
progressive town in the county with a quality of gitizen-
ship off a dis inctly higher general level. _

In 1938 taxable property assesgsed in Fafirhope ac-
counted for alwost one-thirteenth of the issessmaont of the
entire county, which in the balance of the county included
assessments on railroad and utility properties. Fairhope
has no railroad and the utilities heve; with the exgception
of the telepho .e are muaieipally owned and not assessed for
taxation. :

ithin the Town of Fairhope our corporation owns
less than one-fourth of the land but the 1938 assessment
roll shows that more than 80% of the total of improvementis
assessed belonzed to onr lessees as did more thon 66% of the
personal property while our liess than one-fourth of the land
was assessed «nd 474 of the total, Nor doee the corporation
hold a monopoly on the desivabie iand since it owns only 39%
of Lhe highly desirable bay front land of this the most val-
vable a strip along the water with riparian rights was deed-
ed to the Town for public park purposes. Also there is a
considerable area within 2 couple of blocks of the business



center whieh is privately owned and is eiiher poorly or ale
vogether uninproved, in pert bocsuse when demand was high

a speculative value was asked for possession and at ull
times beonuse it connot meet the competition of our landse
that can be secured without ourchase price.

: Siiglie Taxers of ten wonder vhy it is that our lands
are not all toke: and full develoyed but they do not take in-
to consideration that fres land is only one of the reqguirements
of a free peoples Firsi, of course the land must be capable
of respondin.: tu labor with a ovroduction reward for which
there is an ample dewand, a demand that it muy not be possible
to develop: wiuhin ¢he aarrow confines of a few sections of
land, Sceond, production and exchunge canno’ bheer heavy bhure
dens leviecd iru . either withinor without and these :ra foce
tors that it i: Loycad the conirol of a ilocal coirunity to
contxrol,

I{ hag developed trat tie most productive use of .he
vrban lends of this comwumity is to develoy them largaly for
resort use o0i wik.er &0jouraers and uuwmer vognticnisis and
as himesites 200 older peoplie wno h ve etired from asaiive
employnent. Cur sountry laads «re noi of the highest ro-
ductiviity but thay =re supporting a rensonable number of farm
families. Mot being on any main line of transsoriation we
have had lii.ic¢ Lo orfer to industyy but we low have £ood mo-
tor roads unu withia the year a wuwli iadustry heo stadted.
ites product is uswall articles of wood whigh may ba reslily
"transporied by unosor track and its ra. natericis ore of o=
cal growth wuni i€ aay open he @y o others of . 1ike naoture.
. feel surce i this and other industries will find advane
tages in ous superior cownmunity ithat have heretofore not been
discovarads, ‘
Pleese exp. ess ay aporeslaiion to Mr. Rushy for

his kind remurls about Tairhops and wei hia that I honse to
write him withiia & shorl time, Should you care fup any addi-
tional infom.ation about Fairhope, (I am sending literature)

I shall be glad to furnish it,

Very truly yours,

Secretary,



REAL ESTATE ROBERT BLACKLOCK 793 LYONS AVENUE

) COR. LINCOLN PLACE
INSURANCE ESSEX 2.4123

IRVINGTON., N, J,
MORIGAGE(LOANS NOTARY PUBLIC OF N. J.

Mar. 15, 1939

lrs. Franeis G. Crawford, Sec.
Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, 4Als.,
Uear llrs. Crawforad:

Enclosed please find {0.10 in stamps for which
rail me the FPairhope Courier, I like your paper, because I am a
Ueorgist and do everything to spread the Gospel of Henry George.
I graduated from the INewark HGSSS, conducted by Dr. &. E. Bowen,
and attended the class last llonday night. George L. fusby is very
enthusiastic about the Fairhope Colony, and tells the classes about
it, being most representafive of our Georgeist philosophy.

Our Joseph Dan liller, who Rdits Land And Freedom,
lMr. Rusby told me Morniday that he may not be ablé to continue the pub-
lication as he is very sick. T hope we will still be able to kee it
going, because outside of that,we only have our school paper, "The
Freeman", thst is very good, but I & . ¥8 The Paper.

I hope some day to be able to visit your Colony.

1ot lo Al St
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April 15, 1939,

Hiss Lucy ullcnbexr:,
507 Eai}t lgl.zalk:AfilL‘ :-;ﬁ.y

Ithici, 7. Y.
Dear Higs Nl shorps :
I INE ".-: 3 .u"':‘ ,t :Y‘O‘Ji’ i-l‘llitinl,ed if&&tkeﬁt

i e
a8 evliiiie: . ticoul u uiry of Ayril 24+%: whioh I
have wi-hande
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ting anla silunn, Durie. of WA, mavodin 1t By the  jaoeieal
deorarauer s oF el of the large catlios i tho Gl iy, few
Yozlky, Chictide and otlaroe M, Yo ..o Soners who A velocpad tha
Bipta e o fooer Jiuy Imginoey of Sl Voo, Tdra 330 MGV
ed to eV lorl whare ; it BN ) U o lyeliem Dere
vica, in 3 P eQTRLeT A Sy G - Lioy fov rany
citie: and eon Lion 10 perporalls B arvE sl 1hid prancat gy ge
tom of Pent welwsiticn 4n vee -do Foil oL e . ¢ 2.1so
in Gs ' .

LI 2 nd e il ooy lamis v Lthe
law WG Heoei ke 85t GO0 of di  Full * ag oo TS
are taswd wh Bl pillage reuet of Lho verkous o] foe] spbdive
islons, Sioted connty, Schrol Cirhriot sand muniel: 215t the
uneeraad iuaera ent or rents) ¢ londe- o RIS
pronriatan by tha holders of e tld

public Tovenws is doviven 3¢ L0663 on
gsonal Joiet

i oo CHICATEGS and to, causner LoBitivoe
1y your cuaeiis ae to vheiler 5o Juli
collectod, Thore sya gavermal faciors to
tal sollectic s %
the racsowmbilic SULOITRE £ oove I )
Righ enough to onlrc it wvopsclilicle to Su%. vhe o te 4o any use
other than 1. ;os8t nreductive development. (3 )} The lowy
shoulsl be lov ~aouzh se that develcument Wil not be farceld to
first inurove loms desirabls sites. sudging by theee rules I
sheuld say that we are very nouroly calliectinz the presant eco=
nomic rent. lLowover, I consider that the sconomic reat on our:
iands is cenellerably balew .hat it .ould bLs if governmuit 29N
erally should reo.gve the wastural recatriziisnc gaaced on iine
dustry by remlstory and ta.aiion mensures. I bo.lave ‘hat the
beaefisicl recil'c from an wbabezent of thcan Joulld reswit in
such an {ncreice in cconanic ront tha s we co.id @ulier on a gquite
extenaive progran of public irvrovement con a"pay as you go" base
is. : :

Ags sicted above the present raent level aprears to dess
troy speculaiive tendencies though additional protection is af-
forced in pira raph (3) of the Applicrtion for Land. I do not
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know of any case where the provisions of irticle VIII, Sec, 6
were resorted to. There ig practically no subleasing of land
other than the rental of business and residence propertieaz and
since the corporation has had unimproved land o en for lease .
for all purposes there is a conpetive resiraint on excessive
charges, The same applies $o your ruestion 5, An informed
person will not pay &« price out of relation to the actual value
-of improvements since he can secure « lot fwon the corporation
and build for himself. 1In paragraph 3 of the application you
will find provisions for dealing with such cages,

There is a bonus that is coliected by the corporaticn
In cases where there is more than one applicant for the same
lot the applicants bid for possession and the one offering the -
highest bid for possession is wwarded the lease. The bonus
money is placed in the coumon treasury as is rent money but
the bid does not iufluence future rents,

. I beliave that the precent unrest throughout the world
can be attribuied in lemge pari to protection by government of
the private collection of rent and the é8lavlicshed systens of
derivias public revenue through taxation, Certainly in this
country taxation is responsible to a considerable extent for
the unrest in business, industrizl and finagcial circles, While
almost unlimited opportunitics for self emuloyment are availe
sble in the undeveloped natural resources of cvery section of
the country the owners of such rescucas hold the price of pPrive
elege to use them at such a high level that ilhey cannot he €cO-
nomically develo: ed by labor and capital and the government ree
sorts to all manner of uanatural methodse to erfect some measure
of relief, : ,

The rent collectore cf the world ave greatly intereste
ed in world eommerce, since the rurchasing pover of any nation
is to a large extsnt reduced by the wiount of the private cole
lection of rent and the sur lus produce must be sold abrocd Lo
secure the highest rent. And now. before the conflict becomes
an armed ona, it is fresly stated that Fhsckr Borcguemanrtrennf oot
it is for the trade of the world, Jjus. us now twenily years after
the world var our news commenistors wino then called it 4 war to
make the world safe foe democracy, nmow call attention to the
trade feature of that confliat. :

Today our President is caliing on the dictator nations
to pledge themselves ngpist armod enitry of the surrouanding bor-
ders but so long as these naotions «nd the others permit the pri-
vate collection of rent their eonlas, of neceusi.y must seek
advantages over their neighbors in the world trade and sooner
or later force will be used tc secure this advantage,

: Again let nme invite y u to way us a vieit and tc hope
that you will be so impressed by your studias of our econonmic
policy that you will become a staunch supporier of it and an
active aid in replacing our unjust public revenue systems with
this just one whiceh will be such .. force in accordaing equal Op=
portunity for all and in destroying the 8pecial privilege now
enjoyed by & minority, '

Very truly &ours,

Secretary,



-

907 East Buffalo Street
Ithaca, New York
April 14, 1939

Mr. A.A. Gaston
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear kr. Gaston,

I'm so sorry that I was unable to write sooner and thank
you for your most kind letter, and for the material you
sent me. Instead of visiting Fairhope, as I had wished,
I made the trip to Arden, Delaware, which being nearer
home, proved to be more convenient for me at the present
time. However, I am still looking foward tc a visit to
your city at some future date, and do appreciate your
hospitality and interest.

You were good enouzh to offer to answer guestions for me,
if I had any. Many questions have cronved up, and the
following are some that I would very much appreciate your
answering:
1. What is the technique of assessing rentals values
in Fairhope? Has any particular method been devised,
and what use is made of land values outside of the
enclave?
2. Is the full economic rent’ being collected at
present, in your opinion?
3. To what extent does speculation exist, if at all?
4. Has any use been made of the provisions in Article
VIII, Section 6 of your constitution?
5. Has any attempt been made to deal with the problem
of bonuses recelved upon the sale of improved land?
For example, if a house worth $5,000 was sold for
$8,000, would it be assumed that the $3,000 was a bonus
for the land, and if so how woudd it be treated?

No doubt, Milk River is an interesting community. I have

a copy of the article in the Lethbridge Herald you mentioned,
and have been corresponding with ¥r. Ellert, who lives in
Lilk River, and who is an ardent Single Taxer.

Thank you again, most kindly, for your generous help.

Yours very truly,

Loy Ptk



‘ ’ claosses of property, land, impr

ol ~ Fab, 7, 1939,

Nios Lucy Flienbers,
_ BO7 Rast Buffalo Bte, ‘_ o
- Ithica, Ha Yo, | LR | _ {

5 ~ Deap Yiime Bnanh@rgau-

_ Ve are very glad to receive your reguest of recent
date for information concerming the application of the Sine

gle Tax ssenomic primeipls at Fairhope. Under separate cov-
. ‘er I am sending you such literniure a® is awailable concern.
ing Fairhope®s demonetration and I do extend %o youw an invie

tation to com- to Fairhope and melke your awog local sone

ditione here. While our records are not comp they do
.exbend back to the founding of the Colony and we have the

files of the paper that has been published centinsously since

the plan vag first conceived in Des Heoines, Iowa where the
‘firet isewes were published, W
wyic - X helieve that, at the present time, there is more
- general approciation of the advantages secured o residents
through the land and revenue policy of our Corporation than
- glng has e{er bgm, i:gd ‘the :emmieﬁ ofﬁg;nmm‘a. thiaipci-
. dey is yearly bhecoming more apparvent. I s superior
social a8 well as economic advantages, I helieve, can une

questionably be traced %o its different land snd public reve

enve polkicy. - i

: in the back of the “Quarter Centenunial History"
you will find come records as to rent collections and I may
report that collectione in the last year have exceeded any
in the histery of (he Corporatéon, deing §53,231,06, ihis in

gpite of the fact that th & rates are in the main lower than

 they were in 1930 whea the previous high mark was reached.
Another interssting factor that does not appear on the sur-

- Tace is that at the tims of the 1930 veceipis there was a

speculative uave sweeping the country and many lots were
taken up in the fedr that sites would be exhausted ar by
those who had the hope they could profit Shrough tremsfer
of their lsasehold for a bHonus. % the present time prace
. tieally 21l reat is derived from bona fide users of the londe
~ Paivhope's policy of common iond ownershiy is not
necessary excepl in the absence of 2 political body such as
a atate mgoar.‘mm&pauﬁy ¢lothed with the power to
levy only on unearned increment for revenue. In this
- state and most if not all of the others political bodies
- are prohibited to diseriminate and must levy equally on all
improvements and personal prope
if our municipal government could e
‘ L —v mw fw i’ﬁﬂ revenu

oV
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lawg in this staote are such that it is practically impossible
to secure any security of tenure through a tax title and so
the Town would be un:ble to realize on such lands as might ‘
be sold to it at tax sales and much of the benefit would be
lost through delay in the collection of the revenue to be so
derived,

The municipality of Milk River, -lberta, Canada is
deriving all its nunieiv al revenue from a single levy.on
s8ite value, Thers was an interesting re.ort of the results
there in the Lethbridge Herald, lathbridege, -lberta and I
believe you could get more information by addressing the mu-
nicipal governuent or Mr, Fred Pease at Mil River, , :

Permit me again to invite you to come to FPairhope
and to offer vy services in any way tc give you hore infore
mation. féer reading the literature some guestions may oc-
cur to you aud I hope you will fmel frae to write me Turther,

Very truly youre,

Beoreteary,



007 East Buffalo Street
Ithaca, New York
February 1, 1938

Board of Trustees
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Sirs,

I trust that you will forgive my troubling you, but
I thought you would be the persons to whom I might best ad-
dress my inquires.

At present I am studying for my Master's Degree at
Cornell, and am writing a Thesis on some aspects of the
Single Tax. I have been very interested in reading about
Fairhope, although there really isn't much material up here.
What I would like to do is make a study of the economic
history of Fairhope. I do hope you will be kind enough to
let me know what materials are available, and whether, if
I come out to Fairhope, such materials like assessment rolls
and records will be available to me.

I am anxiously awaiting your reply, and thank you
very kindly.,.

Sincerely,

fﬁ @,\\QMMRX



May 11, 1937

Mbse Helen W. Faber
561 Hudson 8%,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Misg Faber:

I appreciate your view that the imposition of
a liquor tax in Fairhope is not a just oriticism of
the plan. As one Bingle Taxer of national repute
sbited the Single Tax is not proposed as s gub-
gtitute for taxes other than these thet are levied
upon industrial and private initiative of a cone-
gstructive character and it ig not proposed that
the land vaue taxation ghould suprplant taxeg levied
for thepurose of limiting nuigances nor for the
demands made upon the enjoyers of special privilege.
Lessees of our Corporation do to a large extent en=
.oy full exemption from state, county and municipal
taxes. Since they are in the main persons of mod-
erate ilncome they are not required to pay zny federal
income tax. We arc not, however, relieving them - of
the indirect taxes that enter into the cost of most
of the agricultural supplies and manufactured articles.

The superiority of our land pblicp ig demon-
st rated by Fairhope's far greater gyrowth than that
of any neighboring town, being now the largest town
in the county though one of the youngest.

Under separate cover I take pleasure in supplying
you with some printed information.

Very tmly yours,

Secretary

CAG/mg



Mzy 8, 1937

Mr. Gaston
Fairhope
Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I am doing some research work on land value
taxation and am anxious to obtain up-to-date informa-
tion about the way in which the plan has worked in
Fairhope. I do not consider the recent announcement
of the imposition of a liguor tax in Fairhope as a
Just criticism of the plan, and feel that you must
have done a good job to keep the colony in operation
under the handicap of Federal and state taxes.

I am enclosing stamps in the hope that you mey
have some materizl to send me which will show how
land value taxation has actually worked in Fairhope.
I shall greatly appreciate anything you can send me.

Sincerely yours,

BV RS N

Helen W. Faber
561 Hudson Street
New York, N.Y.



March 25, 19239,

lir, Chalmer Pisher,
723 N, Chester Sto,
Indi&nap(}lis 2 I:.'.i.(?l-o 9

Dear Sirzs

I wish t¢ exvress my app eciation for your nost core
dial letter of the 23rd, I do not fcel that T am pergenally

0

entitled tc¢ the high comuendation you express since the duty
of shuring in the direction of <he Colony did not devolve on
me until «fter ihe (-ying days of the pioneers was rast. Howe
ever, ucne borce - grewter share of the hurdem nor bore it more
willingly than my beloved father and mother, bosth of whom have
passed on within the past few yeers and for thea ond for some
Tew others ¢f the older ones I axpress aupreciati-n for your
commendatory renarks, :

I heve gtrong hopes of greal accomplishment from the
Henry Ceorge lchoclse,. Ilever 2id our country need sound eco-
nomic guidance unore than i does today. I also have hope that
the interest Leing «roused by the schocls may direct .ttemtion
to Fairhope with the p.8sible result that some of those who
are entrusted with the guidance ¢f the sountry may be curious
enoughh to cbssrve what is happening here and if they do I have
no fear th:i{ the Single Tax soluticn will gain friends.

"hile a superficial examination of Pairhope may re-
sult in the coneclusion that its su eriority is due to causes
other than the {undamental ecomomic structure om vhich-it is
founded, a clcce study leaves no other conclugion posaible,

"e welcome tie cliosest obscrvation und study and have no fear
of the conceguances.

I appreciate your sending in the names and I am
mailing literature to all, together wilh sample conias of the
Courier and I am also sending - supply of literature to you
together with & copy of the Constitution. In the conctitiue
tion you will find provision for cooerative activities un-
der the direction of the cornoration but I am pleased to in-
form you that it does not appear %o be necessary or desirable
to resort tc these since individual initiative unrestrained
appears to be adejuate to ecenenically serve the cormnmity,
except fur the public utilities which are owned and onerzted
by the municipality. This corpcrution confines its zotivities
to the administration of land sad hae killed speculation.

I ghall be glad to hear from you at any time and in-
vite you to wisi. Fairhoj e when you can.

: Cordially yours,

Sastetarys.



723 North Chester St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.,
March 23rd 1938,

Mr. CvoGaSton,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Degr lir. Gastong

I have before me a letter addressed to lir. JeJePrice, 529 lMozart
Ave., Indianapolis, Indiana.

I have read all the literature you sent Mr. Price. I take great
Pleasure in congratulating you and all of your associates for
the great success you have achi&ved by your labor and earnest
effortss I have not the vocabulary to express the praise that
is your due. Your Colony will go down in history as one of the
greatest achievements of the Henry George Physcology.

I am one of graduates of the Henry George School of Social
Sciencee It was through my efforts that this school was formed.
It was taught by lire Geo. J. Lindeman. Mr. Lindeman, in my
opinion, is one of, if not the best versed teacher in the middle
westy, his understanding of the George Physcology is excellent.

I note from the last paragraph of your letter that you will send
literature to any address given you. I am giving you a few names,
will you please send them literature like you sent Mr. Price.

Geoe J. Lindemgn, 634 Parker Ave., Indianapolis, Inde
Conner D. RossS, 108 E. Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind.
O. B. Hanger, 38% N. Penna. St., Indianapolis, Ind.

Sol H. Esarey, 3527 College Avey, Indignapolis, Inde

Geoe E. Kincaid, 3918 N. Illse. Ste, Indianapolis, Ind.
Altus Newsom, ReR.#l, Elizabethtown, Indiana.

I again thank you, and wish you and your Colony all the success
in the wourld. If the time ever comes,I hope to pay the City of
Fairhope a visite

Very sincerely yours,

YA

Chalmer Fisher,
Yard Conductor, Indianapolis Term.
Pennsylvania Rail Road.
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April 4, 1940,

Mrs, Virginia Freeman,
Rt. 71, Belle Vernon, Pa,,

Dear lrs, "reoeman:

In reply to your anrd Fairhope invites you to come
back nd bringz your family with you,

Our corporation has land that can be secured under
its regular 99 year lease without the pa ment of any purchase
price and there are alwnys improved pro erties that can be
bought at reasonable vricea.

In the Organic School, if you reecz2ll, very few text
books anecd ba purchased. HMNrs. Johnson died chout twe years
ago and the sc¢hool has continued for this year but there is
much doudbt of . bility to continue it for snother year. Ve
have an e“centlonally gaod piblic school, the educationel ad-
vantages in Al: boma having been much improved in the past
twenty years. ‘e still feel that there is a real pince for
the Organic Sohool but it m:; not be economically poe=ible to
maiintain it. free text booke cre now provider the pupile in
the first threae graodes of the public school. ;

Rent.l cottages vary so in quality that it ie hard
to ansver your quaestion as to the cost of rent of a five room
house, however I should say ta:t it would run from 515.00
monthly up to .35.00 Rmwoccmrikeatarky or even higher for a
particul.rly well located and well furnished house, The most
favorable rates can probably be aecured on iong term leases of
unfurnished houses.

Wo have desirable residence lot¢s uveruglnb in size
66ft.x132(t. with an annu:l rent of from XGHEE 316.00 up to
$70.00. I am cnclosing copies of the lease and avplication
g0 that you may refresh your memory as to the detuils of our
Plan. Country lundsare iensed on gnnu:l rentals ranging from
$2475 per acre down to 85¢ per acre,

rairhOpo has grown considerably since you were here
but I believe the desirabllty of livin: here has been enhanced
rather than otherwise., The increase from 1920 to 1930 was
84, to a population of 1549 and I believe the census now being
taken will show . population of .bout 2200,

I shall be glad to receive euch further enquiry as
you may care to make,
Very truly yourn,










“Unassuming yet mighty, sharp and pointed, well-rounded yet many sided . . .”

THE ROLLINS SANDSPUR

FLORIDA'S OLDEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER
WINTER PARK, FLORIDA

ROBERT S. Mac ARTHUR, II GEorRGE F. FULLER
Editor Business Manager

April 3, 1938

Mr, C. Gaston
Single Tax Corpomation
Fairhope, Alabama,

Dear Mr., Gaston:-

Please excuse the long delay in answering your
prompl reply regarding the workings of the Single Tax Corp-
oration,

Final Term marks, Exams, and Quizzes have kept us
all on the merry hop for the past 4 weeks, and then Spring
Vacation, Your letter was immeamurably helpful in compiling
material for The paper on Single Tax, I might mention that
thanks to your helpful inform&fion, the paper was returned
to me the other day with a "excellent" stamped on its for-
ward, With out your informapion I am certain the paper would
never have rated the exceptional mark it recieved from the
Head Instructer,

Perhaps I-could talk with you further along the
lines of Single Tax, this summer, provided of course you
have the time, There are still points in the system that
I can not see how they could possibly work, even under a
changed social order. Perhaps there will be time this sum-
mer to go into these in detail.

Again thanking-‘you for the information and time
you took in compiling it,

I remain sincerely yours

~



April 7, 1938

Dear Gesorge:

I an very happy to get your recort
on your papar oa the Single Tax.

I sssure you that I shall bs most
happy to take $ime to discuss the problem as
fully as you may care to this summer.

. One of the beautics of the Single
Tax is that 1ts adoption reguires no fundamental
ochange in the social order.

With eincere best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Seorztary

CAG/mg



Feb. 17, 1938

Mr. George Fuller, Jr.
Phi Delta Theta House
Rollins College
Winter Park, Fla.

Dear George:

I am pleased to answer your inquiry about the
application of the Single Tax economic principles at Fairhope.

- To start with it must be understood that our Corporation ie

only able to make a partial application under existing law. , .

- 5 limited 2pPhicate®™
The createst value of #e Fairhope psew is that "

it makes land in Fairhope available, without purchase price,

to those who must have it for residence, business and in-

dustrial purposes as well ag for public use, and further

that it protacts its lessees against the hindrance and res-

traint of burdensome property taxes levied by state, county,

school district and municipality, accomplishing this by pro=-

viding for ths acoceptance by the Corcoration treasurer of

raceiptsefor such taxes as the lesgse has been required to

pay, on the payment of his land rent (simgle tax) to the Corp-

oration, the owner of the land.

The Town of Fairhope has a municipal government
just as does Bay Minette, Foley, Robertsdale and other like
communities in the state of Alabama and taxes all property,
land, improvements and personal property on the same basis
of assessment as does the state, couty and school district
(60% of full value). The total tax levies of these amount
to $3.10 per one hundred dollars of assessed value and the
municipal levy in Fairhope is %1.00 per hundred dollars of
assesged value, making the total levy in the town $3.10 per
hundred on otier than homestesad proparty which is exempt
from the stats tax of sixty=five cents per hundred.

The Corporation®s lands, both lzased and unleasesd
are asszssed by the Corporation and the taxes paid by it.
The legsee returns for assessment only his improvements and
personal property. The owners of non=Colony land must devote
a part of their capital to investment in land, pay taxes on
both land and improvements and pay all assessments levied
against the land for street, sidewalk, sewer and drainage

improvements. The Colony lessee can devote all his cepital

Fhe
Aie



B

to improvements and need not fear the tax gatherer. His
gecdurity of possession is better than that of private owner
of land. He canrot be dispossessed so long as he pays the
rent while the private owner can be dispossessed for. non-
payment of thzxes or special assessments for public improve-
ments. If the lessee wishes to sell his improvements he is
also in a betier position since he need find = purchaser for
his improvements only while the private ownesr of land to make
a profitable sale must find a buyer compétént to purchas: his
land as well as improvements.

The mszsing of population, the establishment of
social order thru government and the institution of public
services, roads, parks, sewers, utilities add their full
reasonable cost to the value of land and the singletaxer
believes that should this increas2d value be taken by the
government, in the form of a land rental charge, all taxecs
on improvements and other labor products could ba abolished.

The removal of taxes on labor products would
appreciable lower the selling price of all merchandise of
every character, incresasing the purchasing powar of the wags
earner and create a demand for goods that would wonderfully
stinmulste industrial activity which would in turp inorzase \
the local demand for capital.

The appropriation of rent, the socially increasad
value of land, by the gdvernment, the common representative
of the collective producers of rent, would wake it unprofitable
to hold land e wept it be put to its most profitable use thus
foreing on the market all unused or poorly ussd land at an
cconomic sellingy prioce.

. This removal of the unnatural restraint on the use .
of land, our own natural rzsourceés, with its resultant greatly
increased demand for the country's accumulated surplus of capital
seeking investment would greatly relieve our nation from foreign
entanglaments which are largely the result of the substantial for-
eigh invegtments of our citizens.

One can readily sze that the increased oprortunities
for labor due to the stimulated industrial activities coupled
with the removal of the restraint from self employment by placing
all idle land on the market, wages would seek their natural _
lewei which is the full product of the laborer unassisted by-*
capital and supervision plus its share of the additional pro=-
duction made possible by the cooperation of the three, labor,
capital and supervision. Thus would be removwed a great part of the



3.

cost of labor protective organizations, unions, on the one hand and
of financial, commercial industrial organizations, often reaching

the proportion of trusts, on the other hand. These two have the
effect of decreasing net wases and increasing the cost df industrially
produced merchandise, further limiting the power of the country to
purchase the merchandise it produces, making a demand by local pro-
ducers upon the government to maintain foreign markets even at the
expense of war.

So far notining has been said of argiculture but it can
readidy e seen that it would share fully in all the benefits. The
b-st agricultural land would be made available for its fullest use
at its economic value. The machinery and other products needed by
the farmer could be purchased at reduced cost after the tax infla-
tion had been eliminated from the selling price. The increased
purchasing power of wages and other income would result in a greatly
e xpanded and effective demand for agricultural products and the
increased demand for industrially created merchandise would swell
the demand for agricultural raw materials.

With a1 these benefits it can be imagined that the govern=-
ment, as the true representative of all the people, might be active
in secking means to stimulate and encourage agricultural production
rather than to restrain and limit it. I* might also be offering
premiums for inventions to further mechanize industry and even be
seeking to stimulate rather than discourage immigration for the more
adequate development of our great natural resources.

The Corporation's holdings in the town are about 325 acres,
about one=fourth the total and in the country about 4,000 acres. It
wag founded in 1824. The Corporation receives no favors from the town
not accorded to other taxpayers. On the other hand the Corporation
has giwen to the to n all the public lands it possesses for parks,
municipal building and electric and water utility sites. "e are the
biggest tax payer in the town and we and our lessees account for about’

75% of the total tax revemue.

I am sénding you a copy of our constitution and lease con-
tract which I trust will answer your other questions.

I hope youwill find this helpful and that I have furnighed

.sufficient "powder for your guns" so that you will be able to "blow
them right off their feet." I shall be most happy to learn of the

results.
Very truly yours,

CAG/mg Secretary



“Unassuming yet mighty, sharp and pointed, well-rounded yet many sided . .

THE ROLLINS SANDSPUR

FLORIDA’S OLDEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER
WINTER PARK, FLORIDA

ROBERT S. MAc ARTHUR, II GEORGE F. FULLER
Editor Business Manager

Feburary 14, 1938
Dear Mr, Gaston:-

Knowing you to be on the Colony Council
I am to=day writing you in an effort to secure some
information on "Single Tax", Especially as it
is practiced in Fairhope.

Strange as it may seem, after living in
good ole Fairhope, on Single Tax land for some 15
years, I fing to my chagrin I know next to no-
thing about the idea., In two weeks I am to com=-
plete a paper on Single TExX.

Any information you could send me per-
taining to FFairhope and the Single Tam Colony,
would be greatly appreciated, wheather printed or
per sonal suggestions. Uould it be possible to
learn a few of the present problems facing the Col=-
ony in regard to the valuation of Land during times
of Depr0331on or recession, How is the 'non-
Colony land’taxed? What is the extent of Colony
holdings? When was it established? Haw many mem=-
bers comprize the Council? How are they elected?
etCeee In what way does the Tovn of Fairhope
cooperate with the Colony Council?

I only hope I will not be putting you
out too much by asking for all this information
perhaps you could refer my requests to the secre-

tary.

I need not say that in such a Capitalistic
schools as Rollins I have a mighty hard time to
defending my position as a Single Taxer of the lst
school, Here's hoping your information will mean
more powder for my guns; and with it we'll blow
them right off their feet, I shall let yvou know
the results.

Hoping to hear from you soon,

I remain cégaially v

DG S
\\\TFESEE;;;§§§§;r, Jr.(// -i::>

-

Phi Delta Theta House
Rollins College Winter Park, Fla,
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Peb. 5, 1940,

Mr. Roy Holl.nd,
E, Tallassee, Aluia,

Dear Mr, Holland:

In reply to your post card addressed to E, B. Gaston
I regret to inform you that E, B, Gaston, my father died two
years ago,.,. I am filling the position so ably filled for many
years by him and I assure you I am pleased to reveive you en-

quirye. ‘ : :

I feel quite sure that most of the prominent colleges
and universi.ies include the philosophy of Henry George in their
gener:1l course in nolitic:l economy. Irobzubly few of them know
of any demonsirstion of its effic.cy or if they do Enow of Faire
hope they may no. consider the accomplislimente of thie demone
str.tion under the diérection of a priviute corporution rather
- than a political body as of parteular vaiuve. the

- It appe.rs to me to be quite evident that general
trend of politic.l government is tow.rd soci:l control over the
agtivities of individuals and corporations und « lack of confie
dence in the individu:1s and cor oratiocns to work out their own
salvytion, 1 believe we have disproved the need for this in
-Fairhope. The gre:ter number of our citizens arrived in "airhope
with very me.gre means, many of them with nothing. Fairhope h.s
no community chest or speecial fund for helping such but our cite
izens are sufficiently independent, even in these and the past
duys of wides . red unemployment to make the number of qualified
- WPA workers so sm.ill that a municipal WPA project for 20 men,
though ajproved more than s year ugo h:.s not yet been released.

hile the general reference made to the Single Tax in
our colleged «n’ universities is responsible for bringing quite
a number of euncuiries to my desk, the most valsable educational
activitiy at this time 1s that of the H Gorge School of So-
cial Science, whose literature I enclose. am also sending une
der sepurate cover @omne literature .nd forms used by our corpo-
ration and wish to assure you that I shall be gl:d to answer
any further questions that may eccur to you.

In the history p.mphlet you will find the answer to
your cuestion as to population a8 of 1930, I feel sure that
the 1940 will show . substanti:l increase. In the history p.mphe
let you will note on the inside of the last page. I find that
I h.ve erred in this but am enclosing herewith a leaflet regard-
ing population and growth., The offici:.l census of 1920 guve
Pairhope . populution of 853 and in 1930 1549 an’ increase of

82?. gre.ter +h:n that ov any other tow: of comparative size
in Alabam, :

It would appear that the great need of society today
is not subsi ies from government but a public revenue practice
that makes it unprofitable to hold land out of use so that all
economic opportunites are availabe to those who must use them,










. Mree Jo Ve Lacroix,
1310 Howard St.,
Chicago, Ill,,

Dear lirse Lacréix:

. “hile in Bay Minette yeatorday. your letter address-
ed to the County Clerk was handed me for reply.

411 of our Coryorstion owned lends are in or near
Fairho;e. In the town we owvn 328 .cres, &bout sixty rer cent.
of which ie leased and in the country we own =bout four thous-
and «cres of ugricultural and grazing lands the m= jor portion
‘of which is now under leace-

‘ There cre freyuent opportunities tc secure holdings
throu:h the purchase of iuwprove ents and the transfer of lease
rights., 48 { e available lunds of the coryoration become @x-
hausted by being taken up it will nc doubt purchase sddition-
land when prices are lov. e have no fear that these times will
come agein and agrin so leng =8 the rresent unecononisc method
of acquirin; pwblic reWe nue through taxation continues, en-
couraging land speculation with some of the sieculators always
getting caught short. ' :

uncer serar«te cover I am sending you some literature
and forme ue e! by the corporation with o sample cony of our
loc.l perer. I invite your f rther inquiry and hone it nay be
poseible for you to come to "airhope and ra¥ us a visit,

Very truly yours,

Secretary.






4

Feb. 3y 1940,

Mrees Lo B, LalMont,
2831 Alston Dre,
Atlant., Ga.,

Dear Mrs, LalMont: .

Mr., Wolcott hinded to me Tor reply the let-
ter of enquiry recently addressed to him by you.

Under separate cover I am sending you lit-
eruture and forms ueed by our corporations You will
note that we do not convey fee simple title to our
lands but «fford the user security of tenure ¢ rough
a 99 year leaca,

- Land of itself hus no value and the value
that «ttaches to land is a productag of the combined
«ctivities and expenditures of govemmment xnd of the-
individuele vho have residence or engage in business
in the neighborhood. It is evident that this value
cannot' juetly belong to any individual and we believe
it should be the source of revenue for governmentdl
‘purposes and that if govermment collected this v:lue
it would be unnecessary to levy taxes on private proe
perty and the 1nduetr1a1 activities of citizens u.nd
corporations.

To demonstrate the practicability of this
theory Fairhope's foundere pu chased land the title
to which ie held in common, the members leausing from
the .ssociation ®o much -8 they required for their
individual use and paying into the common fund the
annually .ppralsed rentsl fixed «t what was c:lcoulate
ed to be the social value attaching to the site sc
leased, The lessee, when he became the owner of tux-
able property was relieved of the urden of such taxes
by having them absorbed in the rent paid into the come
mon fund the benefits from which he shared equally
with all others since any excess over that required
for the payment of taxes .nd reasonable association
expensee ie pledged to the supplying of local ime
provements of a public character, .

- Qur corporation has both country and town
lands that can be leased on this plan and some of
our lessees have improved properties, the improve-
ments on which are for sale. ""hen .these are sold «

new lease for 99 years is issued to the buyer, Lessees

are not required to become members of the Corporation

nor to make any contribution other than the payment of

rent. . .
: Very truly yours,

"B eore oY




FIREPROOF

HOTEL MALRIE

guuy HKoom With Private Bath

GRILL IN CONNECTION e FREE INSIDE STORAGE

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA

Thursday, Jan.25, 1940

lr., EdcWoleott, Sec.,,
Single Tax Colony,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Wolcott;

a position/ Your name was given to me ss being one in
to give some information about getlting some land

there. Would appreciate knowing ss much detail as you cén

send me, also what,if any, you have for sale at this time,

I am only interested in & smalll acreage, twenty or thirty,

and a small house. Mainly would like to live down there, and

prehaps raise a few chickens.,

I am a resident of @eorgia, would that
have sny affect on my secureing this pmeperty ? I am &lso
writeing to Capt. Joe Pose about the possibility of buying
a ferm in your viecinity.

Thanking you in advence for any help
you can give me I am,

Sincerely Yours,

2831 Alston Dr.,
Atlanta, Ga,






: March 15’ 1940.

Department of T“conomios,
Mariett. College,

-Mariettay, Ohio,

Dear Sirss’

_ I em plessed to have a request to send you reorts
and bulletins of this Corporation for use in your class in
Publie Finance, : :

1%t ie encouraging to lecrn thnt your collece is to
give more thun just passing attention to the Bingle tar method
of securin; vublic revenue. :

In 1039 the Public Revenue, rent, collected, or lev-
ied on the leased portion (about 80%’ of this Corporation?s
lands in the Towm of P.irhope, about 327 acres in all, anounte
ed %o more than [25,000,00, enough to vay the stute, county,
school district «nd munieip:l ad velorem t.xes on both the land
and the improvements and person.l prggrty of . the lessees and
to pay the poll t.:es on all lessees who were &o assessed, In
addition the rent collections paid the adminietration costs,
furnished contributions to the tourisg club, publie lébrary and
cenetery .nd p.id paving .seessmente on some miles of paved
streets. 5 : : '
This lond was purch:sed by the founders of Fairhope
in 1895 .nd shortl, .fier at prices per scre r.nging from 31,25
to 36,00, It comprises only one-fourth of the laund owned withe
in the municipul area but oh it is loo:ted about three-fourths
of the improvement w:lue ineludin- all but one or two minor
business institutions. :

While this land and revenus policy is in force on on-
1y one-fourth the .rea of the town Pairhope, though one of the
youngest towns in the county is the l.rgest and has mers cul-
tural and socisl adventages than does any other town of léke
8ize or of muny apprecialbly lar.er towns. Nor does Fairhope
ocoupy the most favor.ble site in the county, the n:.tural ene -
dowvments of some others being much greaters. ,

_ There appears to be no question that the existing
rublic revenus systems in use in this country hive many faults
and few if .ny virtues. Their inadequacy to provide sufficient
public funds is proclaimed by every political subdivision, to
insure against evasions it is necessazry to keepy a large Lforce

in the_field at .11 times and to engz.ge in expesive legal age
tion. In addition to these faults 1% seems that it is DOBSie

ble to so distribute the burden that it never bears with me.
due weight on some one or another of the vital economic divig.
ions of the national economy, making it necessary for every
considerable group to m:int.in in Washington and in the state
capitals, lobbyists who will attempt to so influence legislse
tion as to £ .vor their particular group.



Citizens have naturally come to the conclusion that
taxes are a burden on industry and & restraint on the exercise
of individuwal initiative, So Btrong is this conviction that
the hindrance of expensive access to natural opportunity, the
piima'neceaaity of industry, is largely overlooked or unrecogs
nized, :

I believe we have demonstrated the truth of the sine
gle tax .ssertion that its method of deriving public revenue
through government collection of the rent of lond will make
- @vVery unused natural resource readily available for the nore
mal expansion of industry and the free development of the ine
dividual initintive. In Fairhope the 40% of unleased unused
land is freely open for use as it is neededs not one cent of
purchase price will be required of the individasal or corpora- -
tion having need of it and their entire capital investment will
g0 to the payment of labor for its suitable development.

Again assuring you of my satisfaction in having this
opportunity to furnish you with material on Fairhope which I
am asending under separ.te cover I am

Very truly yours,

Secre tary IS



FPebe 2 1939,

Mr. Francis I, Hlooney,
¥atz Building
Bal inore, Mdo,

I'q » Sgme
Jeax 137 S

lirs. Ogle came into my offﬁce a few days ago to get
scme informaiion about the Corporation that she said you de-
sired and I volunteered to write youe

The last considerable purchase of land made by the
Corporation was in 1927 when about 40 acres was purchased in
the south edge of the town, Completion of mrchase of a con=-
siderable tract in the country was made a litile later but
had been coniracted for earlier. At the time the above pure
chase of forty acres vas made there wa: & very considerable
activity in land transactions here and a large part of the
holdinge in the town were under lease., I do not believe we
appreciated at the time the extent this was due to speculat-
ive demand or me I doubt that we would have made the purch:se
when we did, It was only a chort time, as you know, before the
speculative wave that swept the was definitely subsiding and
land was coming back into the hands of the corporation through
surrenders by lessees who either had to abandon their plans
for cevploxme_ cr who found there would be no chance to hold
some one up for a transfer bonus.

“hile our rent collections for 1938 were the high-
est in the history of the Colony we have land available in
every section of the town which is bhetter located than the .
land gurﬂﬁaaeﬁ in 1927 which remains largely unleased. The

" Gorporation has no fixed land mpuXimx ¢cqu1renen+ program

but it is the opinion of the writer the expansion of pres-
ent holdings should await & greater absorpiion of preseat
lands available for lease, Of course there are exceptions
28 wilhin the pas. year when we have accepted from lessees
Geeds to lots owned by them in payment on their rent ac-
counts and have had in ‘he past few years some small giffts,

. When Fairhope was founded this was the only un-
developed sectionf of this shore for some miles in either
direction and this neglect was largely due to what was con-
s.dered inferior natural advantages. Because of this the
foundera of Pairhope were able to acquire title to suffi-
cient land on which to stabt at a very reasonable cost.
Thile nature has done nothing to improve conditions and
modern trends in transportation have removed Fairhope from th
the main line of travel Fairhope continues to be the most
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progressive town in the county and is now the largest though
one of the youngest.

Our people are not superior in na:iural qualifica-
tions and aptitudes to those of other communities but here
they have unrestricted access to natural opportunity and be-
ing denied the oppertunity to profit through speculation
their investments are in constructive ventures, Fairhopers
have been rel.eved of the necessity of making any invest-
ment in land and huve therefore had such capital as they
possessed to invest in improvements and personul property.

- Some Singletaxers cannot see why all the land
available on such terms a8 we offer it has not been taken
up and the town grown to the extent of its land area, It
takes more than just land to make a town and as stated
Fairhope has no peculiar natural advantapes that are not
exceeded in some other communities and neighborhood and
there has been no industrial development here due to lack
of transportation and to the general lack of such develope
ment in this entire section.

Within the town the Corporation owns less than
one-fourth of the land area yet by far the grentest devel-
opment is on our lan ds. The 1938 assessed values in the
town were $922,203, divided as follows: improvements $545,«
620, personal properdy $77,563 and land $299,020, On the
lands of the Corporation, less thon one-fourth of the total,
the assessed value was $141,720, improvements of lessees
were valued at §545,620, more than four-fifths of the whole

*«and their personal property at $51,925, two thirds of the

whole. '

Under separate cover I am sending you some addie
tional info mation and a copy of the Fairhope Courier cone
taining a report of the last annual membership meeting. I
ho e you will find these interesting and if there are any
fur her questions you would like to have emewered I will
be glad {o hear from youe -

Very truly yours,

Secraetarys

<oy



121 Pierce Avenue,
Houston, Texss, June £0

Dear Mr. Gagton:-

I have just finieheﬁ reading
your excellent letter to the Courier on "Pro-
moters Bid for the Agricultural Lgberatoriecs"
and-am surprised to leern my home stste of Texas
is bidding e millions dollers to have it located
here!/ Go away from home to get the news from home
How is it possible that such a thing ag this
Putting up a bribe to get the location of a
foderel instutution cen get by without eritieism
Or putting the tex-payers wise to how their money
is used to build up private fortrnes via the
"Uneerned Ipeorement"” route?

I gm glad to see the Courier
8till standing up for the o0ld faith and keep the
lemp burning, though it does secer it woula be
®asier to wake the desd than to arouse the 1ivy-

ing! Hywever, let the good work £0 on- success
* 6

ig the business of the gods.
' Respegtfully,

.Sehwander




June 23, 1938.

" Mr. P. W, ?8chwander,
131 Pierce Ave.,
Houston, Texas,

Dear Mr. Schwander -

Your letter of commendation of my recent
editorial comment in the Courier is much appreciat-
ed. We sons and daughters of E. B. Gaston have al-
ways fully appreciated the importance of the work
he carried on throughout his 1ife and for which the
Courier was a considerable medlium.

During wy father's live thle work was car-
ried on 80 well by him that there sppeared to be no
call on the rest of us to develop ability to dupl i~
cate his work. Unhappily now he has gone from us
and we want his to work to live on so are striving
to live up %0 the high atandard of gervice he eget.

. True, as you write, "it des seer it would be e
be easier tc wake the dead than to arouse the livimo®.
However our hope lies in the living and our effort
must be expended on them. There is a hope, it seens
to ue,,in the very fact that the econowic siate of
our na.ion and the would appears to De becoming wore
~acute which should make 1t easier to point to the

evilg and the cure.

Fairhope daily becomes a more shinin. light
in the gloom around and I huve stiong hopes that de-
veloping coniltions will make 1ts contrast more pro-
nounced. Perhapse, aa my father dreamed, it map “be
merged into a state and nation in which the applica=~
tion of itse principles by statutes duly enacted as the will
will of a majority of the people, shall happily rewove
any occasion for private and pai tinlligemonsirations;
to hasten which happy day, is indced, the chief reason
for the existence of the Colony". :

Fraternally yours,




Jne 30, 1940,

Hre Joiin u.ott,
% "Honey", - ' Ky
730 ladiscn ."J‘o..

‘Tevi York City,
Janr Hivs

loxie J. Termy, 0of tho l.odern “chool, 'teltony Te day

informe e of your anqu ry :bout the tenure of lund in the VHifle
[de Toa Jolomics ad I am eaclosing herewith cop.es of our pplie
c-.tion for land o, leane and constitution, ' v

_ " he secur:ty of tenure _rovided in these instrunents
seens to be fully acde.u:tC ginge the most v lunble inprovemente
in our towm .re on lnnds lensed fronm our corporation, this, in
gpite of the foct that there ure .n .dequate number of desirable
-8ites th.t cau be secured in fee simple through pu.ch:se of title.

hile o.y corpor.tionm owms only nbout one-fourt of the wvailnhle
iond inside the ourpor:-te limite of ‘airhope by furvthe greater

nrt of the develo ment 48 on our lande and at the present time,
8 in the pnet newv building nd tronefers .re more wctive on our
lands th:n ol tho priv.tely owned .ands.

~elief frorm the ngceseity to invast cudtal in title
to 1l:nd rovides such sttractio: that Fairhope has become the
dorgeot town in the county thouch it ic _re.:ily infericr in transe
portation facd ities nnd considerably wo the fertility of ite '
surroundin - a, ricultur:zl lands =nd industrial dvantazes.

" in the beginning our corporntion provided that if ite
lensees wou.d p.y to ‘he corporation the full rental wilue of
the iand .essed tie cor oration would assume puyment of 2ll ¢ e
o8 levied on the improvenents .nd ersonal pro erty of the lessee
ny the state nd county and lnter wvhen the municipility came ine
to exietence the couacil took ccotion approving the  wtment of
iirke tuxes .ovie by tho municipa ity. Thie rosoulted in some
cuves of the curpor:tion bein; required to pay out more in taxes
th.n it roceived iu ront. hile there vere never enouzh of these
to financiully ennh:rqge the corporation it came to be coneidered
o daggerous rier .nd wa lahbeled by some a8 “the .00 mun maying
th gfich man's toxes, The result w.8 an anendment to the constie
- tution ad le . gse controcte roviding that the cor.oration should
not be required to puy nore t.xes for the lesseec than the rent
said by cuch lessee, ' '
. The pre:ueat apolicatione for land .nd le se coutradts
1vo ocon.nin contracturnsl provisions to provent speculation in
lands leused from theo corporaticn wvithout raising the ent to «
figure th.t nisht be oxcessive to bhonu (ide users of the land.

» shall e glac to anever .ny further «uestions you
nay nex and I wieh to assure you that e will beinterstoed in such
comme 1t a8 you nny care to nnke.

Very truly yours,
do y to . '
slexis e ‘6rXm




(The charges at the Living House
are nine dollars per week

for board and tuition

plus an initiation fee of ten dollars.
A few children can be taken into the

Living House at the present time.

Our pamphlets:

(The Spirit of Freedom in Education
by Elizabeth Byrne Ferm .25

(The Problem of Education
by Alexis C. Ferm .10C

For further information write the Secretary,

(The Modern School, Stelton, N. J.

Printed by Teacher and Children of The Modern School

qhe Question Asked

at
(The Modern School

Stelton, New Jersey




THE MODERN SCHOOL AT STELTON, N. J.

poses this question to it’s staff:

“How shall we preserve the creative,

the self-directing, the self-reliant,

the inquiring instincts of the child

and at the same time help him to develop
his co-operative and thoughtful qualities?”

If we believe in the individual

this question must always confront us,
since most of the world

seems to be intent

on regimenting the individual

whether he wills it or not.

In View of the above question,
the conditions for growth

are left as free as possible

in the environment

in which the child must live

and move and have his being.

(The child’s freedom hampered only

1

loy the equal freeclom of the humans
with whom he must have his social contacts
and by the necessity for doing such work

as is necessary to keep us alive,

clean and wholesome.

(Tke activities in the environment
consist of painting, drawing,

wood and metal vOork,

wWeaving, printing, dramatics, music,
gardening, athletics,

use of library and books

and the children’s own creative play.

For children whose perents

may not live in the colony,

we have a Living House

under the care of

an intelligent house-mother

who tries to make a home atmosphere

and to let the children feel that

all are on an equal footing.



THE MODERN SCHOOL

FERRER MODERN SCHOOL ASSN,, INC.

ELIZABETH BYRNE AND ALEXIS C. FERM. CO-PRINCIPALS

Stelton, cNew Jersey
Jan, 21, 1940,

Secretary,
Fairhope Colony,
Tairhope, Ala,

Dear Sir:
A friend, John Scott of"Money"asked
me zbout the tenure of land in the S.T. colonies
and I found when I tried to explain to him
that I was not so sure.

Do you h:ppen to have anything printed
that shows how the land is held and how leased
to users and if so vould you please a copy to

John Scott,c/o "Money", 280 Madison Av. N.Y,?

dave you found that there were any mistakes
made in the original deed that you would core
rect if you had it to do over again? I wonder
if Tiske Warren's 2FEnelavrs" would explain the
matter, We had a copy once but someone got it
and we do not remember about the contents,

Sincerely yours

Alexis C, Ferm

_—

@M/M Kzer”

PRINTED BY TEACHER AND CHILDREN OF THE MODERN ScHooL




Febe 9, 1940,

Mz, alter I, Sweeting,3960 Filbert St.,
3960 Pilert Street,
“hiladelrzhia, Du,,

Dear Kr, sweeting:

Please accept ny too long delayed thanks for
your service in referring ny request for information
on the Somers System of appraisal to Mr., Pollock,

They sent me, for inspection, their public.tion, The
Sclence and Practice of Urban Land Viluation, which I
have found to be most helpful, Ve purchised two COp=
~ies, one for the office and one for the nublic library
and I have just had the nleasure of recomending it to
the trustees at Arden, '

o I appreciate Jour persmmal note of rememe
brance but sus eot that it is my father who: youl re-
nember since I never had the pleasure of visiting Are
den. Dad died two Je: rs .go and while we all reatly
miss hin the fact th:t the colony is goiug on Unper-
turved and with unab.tted growth testifies to the funw
dament.l econonic priciples on which it is Tounded,

During Dad's life many were inclined to look
upon the colony .s . part of him, or devendent on .
personal entity for its very existence and’ sucvival,
failing -t the tine to s88e the true elenents of ite
structure. These truae elements which it is of the
grex.est importance that others who adnire M.irhope, .
do Bee, .re now in gre .ter prominence, and while the
benefits to us heras sharing them are well worth every
effort, we do hope th.t the ex.uaple will be of droade
er influence, In these times when so many anppreciate
thut there is something radically wrong with ou: ege
onomic machine and confess their ignorance of just whiat
it is .erhaps we may have the opportunity to »oint the
Waye

sgain thanling you for your service und 49w
suring you that I sh.1) be glad %o have you c¢.1l on
me if it should everh:ppen that I ean do -something in
return I am ,

Very txuly yours,

§aoretuxy.



e ——

WALTER E SWEETING
KOO K N IXXSAXRXEEXE 3960 Filbert Street

PHILADELPHIA

August 22, 1939

Mr. C. A, Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Colony
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Pardon delay in replyingz to your letter of
August 4th due to the fact that I have been
out of the city much of the time.

I have referred yow letter to Mr. Walter W.
Pollock, President, Manufacturers Appraigsal
Compeny, Manhatten Building, 4th & Walnut
Streets, Philadelphia, as this company is
the owner of the Somers System you referred
to.

1 am sure Mr. Pollock will be able to give
you all the information desired.

WES:C




&7 o2
Ilvance l/fmf(/(«(//ﬂ 607%/ Ly

AGENT-MEMBER ALLIED VAN LINES, INC.

5521-5525 MARKET STREET:-PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA seL teLerHoNE: GRANITE 1500

KEYSTONE TELEPHONE: WEST 5041

FROM THE OFFICE OF WALTER E. SWEETING, VICE-PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF SALES

February 19, 1940

Mr. C. A. Gaston
Fairhope Single Tax Colony
Fairhope, Alabama

Dear Mr. Gaston:

You evidently are correct in the statement in your letter of
February 9 that I referred to your father rather than you
because I recall meeting him both in Arden and Fairhope.
Sorry to have learned of the death-of your father whose
acquaintance I enjoyed much.

I visited Fairhope over a week-end when in Mobile on business
at a time when I was employed by Mr. Pollock's Manufacturer's
Appraisal Company in 1913.

Mighty glad to learn that the information I gave you proved
helpful.

It seems strange that the trustees of Arden did not know about
Mr. Pollock's book becuase the improved method of assessing
rental values in Arden was worked out by the Arden Board of
Assessors, of which I was Chairman, and very largely based
upon experience I gained from handling similar problems when
employed by Mr. Pollock.

Call upon me anytime I can be of assistance,

Sincer your

+&\E.v Sweetin
WES:C

LET STORAGE HELP YOU

MEMBER OF

NATIONAL FURNITURE WAREHOUSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
PENNSYLVANIA FURNITURE WAREHOUSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
PENNSYLVANIA MOTOR TRUCK ASSOCIATION
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harch 2%, 1639,

Mre. He L. Hyuss,

Sparrol .dvertising igency. Inage,
- 700 Fariey Builiding,

Birmiushum, lie,

Deur Sirie
Your letier .dirvesaed to .. Fe. Guston was handed to .
me for reviy. I w_sh it e tiue Lhed fairlhioers could be ree
lieved of =1. tsxes other {hawm land rent and & bew o beer,
Whilc we feci sure that ous wation and ius v.rious politoeal
subdivisions could Le - dequately suppoi ted foc public revee
nue deriver Ifue. iuad ienil collections I fear thet it would
no t e pragiical te mke . loval GenovaestIwiios of Suca a
Piane dInCu.e tuxes, corporabticu banes, licensg lLexes, pro-
cesB.ul boxte wud all the auliitude of intircct bores nake
the probienn of eguilable adjusiment 8w conplen. :
Fuivhope?s pavdial sppiicasion of iue wla@, payin
Tfor its lessees enly the ad valoiem taxes on ilprovenments
and persopal property iad pell bsxes chows cuch advan .0g8s in
& velter econsuic slaetuz of i.¢ citisens aue %o lae rel. tive-
1y greater purcinelng vower wife POEBiIb1Ie Liroush tne ¢iimie
nation of taxcs.and vhe divarsion of sny peivaws Gipidtai into
the purciaass of luan

Ineging ever tule joreisl aupiicetion would do
for Sir..nghon or il even enly the sunicivel reveuus w2y dee
rived throusg the collection of reat in lieu of toxes on ime-
crovanenes wud licente levies Lhat mus. be Lo Ly Busioess
43l Lndudtyye -ilh every oile i vhie Givy sleigen o vest levy
11 LT p6x.ion bosthe municip.i beaeliis .do ovasisole at the
site whether ilie ovmer availed hiuseif of thcoo venel’its or
not and wi L all improvements and other evidencen of product-
ive activitius exeupted fiou muiiicipad v zaticn there would
be an sconomic¢ necessity %o sdeytintely use every unused or ine
adeyuately used siie in the city or %o #»uat it on {the market
at a yrice lou enough to attract a buyer who would use it.
Then erticles of industry could be vroduced in Blrmingham at
& vrice that other sections of the country could not compete
With e the greater ourcehasing power of the citizent of Birm-
inghum would result in a greatly expanded Lome consumnpiion
of tie products of locz  iadusity. '

I enclese .+ little Tolder explaining the nlan at
Fairhope which we bave for distribution. I hope you will
find your answers in it and . ish to express ou  apyrecia-
tion of your interest. Ve would be glad to receive a copy
of your publication.

-

'@

P

Very truly yours,



SPARROW ADVERTISING AGENCY, Inc.

700 Farley Building
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

PAOLI A. SMITH, PRESIDENT

JOHN D. DUKES, SECRETARY-TREASURER March 27, 1959.

Mr. A. F. Gaston,
Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

In a trade journal article which we are pre-
paring, we made this statement:

"Principal reason for the establishment
of the Town of Fairhope toward the close of the
19th century was the desire of a group of mid-
westerners to establish a 'single tax! colony.
To this very day, citizens of Fairhope pay only
one tax other than the 'single tax' (consisting
of rent on land) and that is a tax on beer."

OQur client has challenged our statements con-
cerning the taxes paid at Fairhope; he says that certainly
the citizens of Fairhope must pay income tax to Federal and
State governments. We would appreciate your clearing us up
on this point.

Inasmuch as this article is now practically
ready to go to the printer, an early reply would be most

helpful.
Cordially yours,
SPARROW ADVERTISING AGENCY/ Ing.,
é /é)
ELS:KNR A
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[PRENTICE \:p%ﬂ;“] HALL|
70 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y.
Secretary,

E. B. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Sir:

Tn a few days you will receive & booklet containing &
copy and explanation of the new, 1938 Federal Tex Law - Just
pnacted.

It will be sent to you @ith our compliments.

And we shall be happy to send a copy of the booklet -
in your name but et our expense - to any three of your business
friends.

We are doing this because it seems a good way to coun-
teract a dangerous misunderstanding which appears to be general-
ly prevailing. Doubtless you yourself haeve met with it. This
misunderstanding is that the new, 1938 tax law - Just enacted -
gimplifies and reduces Federal taxes.

* * * * *

Careful enalysis of the new law eXposSes the fallacy.
Consider just one point, as an example: -

Under the old law, the "Little Business Man" paid a
neavy tax if he did not distribute to shareholders, in taxable
dividends, all or & large part of his earnings.

It is commonly thought that the new 1938 law provides
relief - newspaper reports and semi-official speeches have con-
veyed this impression. But many ",ittle Business Men" will be
gsurprised and disappointed when they realize the facts, 88
given in the table on the next page.

This table shows that, for most corporations, taxes
will actually be increased by very_substantial amounts!

i lim



Example 1

INCREASE IN NORMAL TAXES UNDER NEW 1938 LAW

Amounts of Normal Tax

Amt. Net New

Taxable 0ld 1938 Increass
Income Law Law Percentage
$ 5,000 $ 490 $ 625 279,
10,000 1,040 1,335 279
15,000 1,590 2,025 279
20,000 2,240 2,785 219,
25,000 2,890 3,526 229

* * * * *

This is just one example of the way things really will
work out under the new law. The picture isn't exactly rosy.

There isn't much cause for optimism in the next example
given below, either.

This illustrates how a corporation with a net taxable
income of $40,000 pays an increase of 237 in taxes, even though

it distributed to shareholders 75% of its earnings.

HExample 2

014 Law

Net InCom®...eeeevevessnneass. $40,000.00

Less Normal TaxX...eeeeeeen.. ok 4,840.00 § 4,840.00
Adjusted Net IncCome......o.... 35,160.00

Dividends Paid Credit
(75% of ALN.T.)ueevennnnnn.. 26,370.00
Undistributed Profits......... 8,790.00
Surtax on Undistributed Profits 818.50
Total TaX...eeeeeteteonenneeanerenneeecenseod 5,658,560




New 1938 Law

Net Incoms..... RGO 3655 AGBBDL ..$40,000.00

Normal Tax (197 of $40,000).... 7,600.00
Less credit for dividends paid. 659.25
Total U585 00 o 5 .0 65 0 10 0 5 5. e 6,940.75

Tax under present law.......... 5,658.50
Increase in t8X.....000vu..... 505080 5 A OG0 .. $1,282.25

So there are two examples of what the true state of af-
fairs is under the new law. Numerous other examples could be
cited. For instance:-

Corporation "A", with a net taxable income of $90,000,
takes, among its deductions, items totaling $15,000 which are
later disallowed by the Bureau. The result is a tax of $2,850
on the $15,000 of disallowed items!

Mr. "B", an individual, finds that because of the new
gain-and-loss provisions of the law, his taxes are increased
$700 on one stock transaction alone!

* * #* * *

Yes - analysis shows that the new law isn't what business
men have been confidently expecting. But is the situation en-
tirely hopeless?

Here the answer is "No." The new law does provide some
opportunities for tex-savings. And because of the unlooked-for .
increases in taxes, it is more important than ever before to
take full advantage of every opportunity that the law permits.

Here is one example of a saving of $1,710 in taxes, un-
der the new law, effected by properly handling an ordinary busi-
ness transaction.

The "X" Corporation owns & pilece of equipment which it
intends to replace. Should the obsolete equipment be sold - or
traded-in - or abandoned?

The corporation already has losses of capital assets in
excess of capital gains to the extent of $2,000. Its books show
the following:-

3
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Examgle 3
A SAVING OF $§1,710

Original cost of machine................$50,000.00

Less depreciation which has
been deducted to date................._40,000.00

Undepreciated Value,..uveeeeeeeeeeoennnns 10,000.00
Resale value or trade-in valus.......... 1,000.00
Remaining undepreciated value

after effecting sale or trade-in...... 9,000.00

* * * * ¥*

Under the new 1938 1dw, the taxpayer should sell
the machine. He could then write off $9,000 from operating
profit - which he could not do under the old law.

$9,000 e 19%.......81,710

Thus a saving of $1,710 in taxes is effected on this
one transaction .

Other opportunities for saving taxes are available.
They are written into the law. They are offered to all tax-
payers - for the taxpayer himself to accept or to neglect.
But the taxpayer who wants to accept them, must do so now.

Tax-savings must be made "now or never" because the
new law is retroactive to January 1. Thus, business has
already been operating under it for months!

What should be done?

First, everyday business practices should be checked
immediately. For instance, don't buy or sell equipment, don't
buy or sell ccrporate securities, and don't adopt any dividend
policy, without considering the new law.




Second, bookkeeping methods may have to be changed. Un-
der the new law it is vitally important to make sure that charges
for depreciation are properly handled - that entries being made
right now will enable you, later, to take the maximum deductions
for depreciation and business expenses - that provision is made
for the additional records which will be required covering secur-
ity transactions.

Third, existing proposals for sales and exchanges of cap-
ital assets may have to be modified. Purchases of equipment, and
transactions affecting real estate, are among the items involved
here.

Finally - and most important of all - arrangements should
be made at once so that you will have always at hand authoritative
and up-to-date information on the new law.

# % ¥ ® %

As a source of such information, we suggest the Prentice-
Hall "Federal Tax Service."

This is the Service now being used by such firms as General
Electric - Continental Can - Eastman Kodak - General Motors -
Pillsbury Flour Mills - Procter & Gamble - and other nationally
known concerns.

Thousands of other companies are also regular subscribers.
For exemple, the Beaver Creek Coal Company, Huntington, West Vir-

ginia - Smith Printing Company, Williamsport, Pennsylvania -
Granite Rock Company, Watsonville, California - United Collier-
ies, Cincinnati, Ohio - Joplin Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Jop-

lin, Missouri.

Subscribers such as these have reported real savings -
in time, trouble, and taxes - +that more than pay for the modest
Service cost.

It is not unlikely that this would be your experience
elso. But you will want to decide that for yourself.

Accordingly, we shall be glad to forward the Service to
you with the unconditional guarantee outlined on the next page.
And the Service will be sent entirely without obligation, for
15 days' free examination. If it does not meet your needs, it
may be returned. That will end the matter.

2B
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The publishers, Prentice-Hall, Inc, make the following
unconditional guarantee on the "Federal Tax Service" -

* * * * *

Convenience:- The "Federal Tax Service" is a one-volume,
loose-leaf publication - compact and convenient to use.

Special reports:- Loose-leaf, supplementary reports are
issued at least every two weeks. These reports keep you informed
of the latest developments and replace pages which have become
out-of-date. When you refer to any section of the Service, you
get the latest answer to your question.

Tax-saving suggestions:- A special section is devoted
exclusively to practical, legitimate methods of saving money in
taxes.

Analytical outlines:- These are a copyrighted device
that protects you against paying too much in taxes. They enable
you to make a rapid but thorough check of the tax liabilities
involved in normel business transactions before the transactions
are undertaken.

Check lists:- Deductible and non-deductible expenses and
losses (more than 400 of them) are listed alphabetically for
quick referencs.

Specimen tax returns:- Filled-in specimen returns are
provided for corporations, partnerships, fiduciaries, and indiv-
iduals, Detailed instructions and computations explain each item
on the returns.

Editorial explanations of the laws:- Concise, authorita-
tive explanations of the laws are made by a staff of Federal tax
experts. These explanations simplify the laws, and draw atten-
tion to many points which might otherwise be overlooked or mis-
understood.

Law and regulations:- The Service contains a verbatim
copy- of the Federal tax laws and the Regulations, together with
convenient digests and excerpts from court, B.T.A., and Treasury
Department decisions and rulings, and special rulings obtained
by Prentice-Hall.

Advence information on changes in the laws:- Subscribers
are kept informed on pending changes in the laws.

AFF




With this guarantee, we invite you to send for the one-
volume "Federal Tax Service" today.

The Service will be sent to you without any obligation
whatever. If, at the end of 15 days' use, you do not wish to
keep it, simply return it. That will end the matter.

The form on the next page is for your convenience. A
postage-free envelope is also enclosed.

Thank you.

ffs Very truly;?@qrs,

{?:’%f.;‘rg VVX Y, 3251731’,
Stanley M. Brown
PRENTICE-HALL, Inc.

P.S. The form on the next page also provides space for the names
of the three business friends to whom we said we would send a
copy end explanation of the new, 1938 Federal Tax Law - in your
name but at our expense. We hope this will be helpful to them.

L .




MAIL IN ENCLOSED POSTAGE-FREE ENVELOPE

FROM:

Secretary,
B, B. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala,

TO: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
70 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

Send me your booklet containing a copy and explanation of the new, 1938 Federal Tax Law, as
soon as endcted.

Also send the booklet to the following three of my business friends, in my name but at your
expense:

Name Title
Company.
Street City State

Name Title
Company
Street City. State

Name Title
Company.
Street City. State

Also send me, for 15 days’ free examination, your one-volume “‘Federal Tax Service.”

If | decide to keep it, | will pay only $12.50 at the end of the examination period, and $9.50 quar-
terly for 5_quarters, beginning October 1, 1938. This will be my entire cost for the period ending
December 31, 1939—including all supplementary reports and full information on the new, 1938 Federal
Tax Law.

If | decide not to keep the Service, | may return it without uny obligation. In that event, all
charges will be cancelled. That will end the matter.

‘/Signed

5-31-38
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s CHABER OF Oy

W. W. FISCHER, b2 e,
CHAIRMAN IR
: April 13, 1939

Dr. C. A. Gaston,
Fairhope, Alabeama.

Dear Dr. Gaston:

Presently, that is to say, May 6 and 7, 1939, you will be in
attendance at thé annual meeting of the Southern States Research Soci-
eties at Hotel Peabody, in Memphis. We wish to extend to you a most
hearty weloome to this city, which you have not visited for a number of
years.

In talking to members of your local committee on arrangements, we
find they have provided & splendid scientific program, including a num-
ber of eminent men who will bring you up to date in post graduate work.

You will be interested to know that in addition to the regular
entertainment program for the meeting, enjoyable as it will be, that
on Tuesday evening, May 9th, the opening of the Memphis Cotton Carnival
will take place. We sincerely trust you may find it possible to stay
over for this event., Your time on Monday and Tuesday may be taken up
with discussions with individual members of your profession - both local
and from out of town - and we feel you will greatly enjoy the opening
spectacle of the Cotton Carnival.

While there are other features of the Carnival which are inter-
esting, the arrival of the King and Queen by barge on the Mississippi
River is omne of the most beautiful spectacles presented in this country
and abroad, It is anticipated that at least 200,000 people will witness
this event. For those members of the Research Societies who remain over
for this event, we will arrange for reserved seats which can be picked
up at the Registration Desk on your arrival in this city.

We trust you will advise us if you expect to attend the meeting,
and we sincerely hope that your various sessions in this city will be
both enjoyable and profitable.

Cordially yours,

) AT ) 9
Cj v/ ’ — £ - .

ﬁ; E:;ngéabn
REL:km Director

Member International Association of Convention Bureaus
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Mr. E. B. Gaston:=-

Please send Single Tax litereture to follaw -
ing address:=-

Mr. Joseph Arnish -
3637 W, 55th Ra ce,
Chicago, I11inois.’

He asked for any kind of descriptive literature.,

Nottelmann, see.
Fairhope Chamber of Commerce

Mrs .
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The Single Tax, as expounded by Henry George, provides both a.
golution for the problems of taxati n found so difficult by all
gevernmental bodies and for a solution as well of our troublesome
economic difficulties so acute at the present time.

The problem of taxation is difficult, mainly because of in-
equalities in the distribution of the burden. The Single Taxer by
collecting from each eltizen or corporation the rental value attached
to the land held by such eiltlzen or corporation and used by him in
his economic or soecizl 1life, would thus take from cach the soecial
contribution that he individually enjoys. This tax could not exceed
or be less than the proper shzare of the tax payer, it would appear
evident.

If this were done, the Single Taxer believes that it would not
be necessary to place any $ax whgtever on the individual's use of the
natural resources. If he used 1t intelligently, efficlently and ec-
onomlecally in the production of wealth the reward would and should
be his., If on the contrary he negleccted his opportunities it would
afford him no excuse to be relieved of any part of his share in the
social cost of government. All would thus share government expenses
in proportion, as they enjJoyed the privilege of being benéfitted by
government (social) institutions.

This plan of taxation would also go far toward a solution of our
economic problems by opening up for use our vast unused natural re-
gouxaees, egsential to the production of wealth and the satisfaction of
human needs and desires. If the owners of land (natural resources)
were obliged to pay to soclety (government) the resntal value of the
speclal privilsege such ownership ceonfers upon them nothing would be
left for the speculator and only the user would find it profitable to
hold title to such natural resources and there would be opportunity
for all who cared to and were capable of freeing themselves soelally
and economically.

The Fpirhope Single Tax Corporation is not able to afford its
members and lesgeesg the full benefits that it is confident would be
derived from a general application of the Single Tax. It is, however,
accomplishing some of the major benefits of the plan. Outstanding
among these 1s the fact that any one arriving in Fgirhope today can
secure any unimproved, unleased lot in the community without paymen®
of ourchase nrice therefor. He can also be assured that his con-
structive effort in improving his leasehold, generally inecreasing the
wealth of the community and raising the standards of living will
not go toward increasing the valu=s of privately owned unused land,
retarding the growth of the communkty and increasing the soeial burden
on the builders of the community. The corporation's policy assures him
that all those who possess its lands will have to pay into the common
rent fund in exactly the same proportion as he pays whether they use
the leaseholds as efficiently as he or whether they put them to any
use at all,

In the center of town a lessee whose lot is occupied by a drug
gtore pays no more than a lessee who hag a vacant 1ot on the corner
acrogs Tthe st®eet The Corporation believes that the drug store is
an institution of g=rvice to the community, should not be penalized
but should be encouraged. The lot thus improved makes the community
more sffective ecoromically and more attractive, the vacant lot
detracts both from the social and economic effectivness of the
community and from its general appearance and certainly cannot be
rated as an asset and ‘allowed to get off for a lighter charge.than
the improved leasehold.



The Single Tax, as expounded by Henzy George, provides both a
golution for the problemg of taxation found so difficult by all
governmental bodies and for a soclution as well of our troublesome
economic difficultiegs so acute at the present time.

The problem of taxation is difficult, mainly because of inw
equalities in the distribution of the burden. The Single Taxer by
collecting from each citizen or corporation the rental value attached
to the land held by such citizen or corporation and used by him in
hig economic or social 1ife, would thus take from each the social
contribution that he individually enjoys. This tax could not appear
evident. |

If this were done, the Single Taxer believes that it would not
be necessary to place any tax whatever on the individual *'s use of the
natural resources. If he used it intelligently, efficiently and ec—
onomically in the production of wealth the reward would and should
be hig. If on the contrary he neglected his opportunities it would
afford him no excuse to be relieved of any part of his share in the
social cost of government. All would thus share government expenses
in proportion, as they enjoyed the privilege of being ben&fitted by
government (social) institutions. ~

Thig plan of taxation would also go far toward a solution of our
economic problems by opening uvp for use our vast unused natural re=
gsources, essential to the production of wealth and the satisfaction of
human needs and desires. If the owners of land (natural resources)
were obligzed to pay to soclety (government) the rental value of the
- gpecial privilege such ownership confersg upon them nothing would be
left for the gpeculator and only the usger would find it profitable to
hold title to such natural resources and there would be opportunity
for all who cared to and were capable of freeing themselves socially
and economically.

The Fairhope Single Tax Corporation is not able to afford its
members and lessees the full benefits that it is confildent would be
derived from a general application of the Single Tax. It is, however
accomplishing some of the major benefits of the plan. Outstanding
among these is the fact that any one arriving in Fairhope today can
secure any unimproved, unleasgsed lot in the community without payment
of purchase price therefors He can also be assured that his con-
gt ructive effort in i proving his leasehold, generally increasing the
wealth of the community and raising the standards of living will
not go toward increasing the values of privately owned unused land,
retarding the growth of the community and increasing the social burden
on the builders of the commnity. The corporation's policy assures him
that all those who pogsess ite lands will have to pay intc the common
rent fund in exactly the same proportion as he pays whether they use
the leaseholds as efficiently as he or whether they put them to any
uge at all. :

In the center of town a lessee whose lot is occupied by a drug
store pays no more than a lessee who has a vacant 1ot on the corner
acrogs the street. The Corporation believes that the drug store is
an institution of service to the community, should not be penalized
but should be encouraged. The lot thus improved makes the community
more effective economically and more attractive, the vacant lot

detrac bot rom the social and economic effectivness of the
comﬁhnf%y an %rcm its general appeargnce and certainly cannot be

rated as an asset and allowed to get off for a lighter charge than
the improved leasehold. - . g
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HISTORY

Public records show that the Single Taxer colonists were not the first
to attempt the location of a community on the lands now occupied by the
thriving City of Fairhope. In the mid-pighteen thirties proposal was ;
made to establish here a new gity to be called Clifton, which city was
to be the sea port of Alabama. As the fesult of this proposal a joint-
stock company, City Company of Alabana,was formed and atitliorlized to sell
ten thiousand shares of stock for one hundred dollars per share.

‘he cowpany established boundaries for the new city which extebded
for more than three miles along the bay shore and cuitraced more than two
and one~half times the present area of the City of Iairhope. A plat was
prepared providing for strects, public lands, etc, and the remainder ap-
pears to have teer subdivided intc some twenty thousand lots, one-half
of which were to belong Lo the stockholders, the remainder, alternate
lotsywere to ve offered for sala.

Instead of accepting the proposed name of Clifton, when platied the
name adopved lg shown to be Civy of Alabamz and later Alabama City. Howe

ever the names of both Clifton and xkmbzxy New City came to be indenti-

e r—

fied with the location, though Alabama City appears to havé beenhbest
known. In addition to platting the land into lets and blocks the compe
any was charged with the obligation of ‘consiructing permanent lmprove=-
ments thereon, such as stores, cotton presses and so forth."

The writer does not know how much of such coustructicn was accompe
lished before the company failed as is eviienced by a sheriff's dced to
its assets dated June 24, 1843. However the writer recalls much evidence
of wharves and boat slips at and near what is now bay front park at the
foot of Oak St. Also at the bzy shore end of Pier St. there were the
remains of a wharf and a turpentine still (naval stcres).

By 1894 when Fairhope's Single Taxer founders came to Baldwin County




only piling showed where the wharves had been and the roads leading to
the water front had eroded away and today constitute some of the exist-
ing gullies. All that remained of the bold venture was the land some=
what saarred by the gullies that were then as they are today more in tle |
nature of liabilities than assets. |
Much less imposing were the beginnings of those who succeeded where
the others had failed., Their company, the Failrhope Industrial Associa=-
tion, had less than cne thousand dollars in its treasury when its offices
were moved from bLes Moines, Iowa to Baldwin County. Its first purchase
of land constituted some 135 ascres composed of twe tracts that were sep-
arated by a privately owned anc partialiy developed tract about 420 feet
wide.located about midway between Magnolia Ave. and Oak St.
Selected as ost suitable for initial dovelorment was the tract that
is now scrved by Fairhope Ave. and Magnolia lLve. It extended East from
the bay to Cection St. These two streets togellier with Bey View and Sec-
tion St. were the first to be provided. In 1895 Fairhope consisted of
five frame houses, all on the south side of Fairhope Ave., The first to
be occupied was that built by the writer's parents about mide-wsy between
Section and Church Sts. Shortly thereafter the other four were completed
and occupied, one between Church and Swmit Ste, two between Summit and
Bay View Sts. and one at the top of the bay hill on the site now occupied
by Patliyn Apartmentse.
Thus did the Fairhope cf today have #s modest beglnnings. For aﬂhnmp
ber of years most of those who came to Fairhope came as a result of their
interest in its Single Tax Colony., After a substantial community hed come
into existence on tane Colony owned land the community itself came to con=-
stitute an attraction to others.
All cculd not be satisfied with such sites as the Colony had to offer

and others did not care to accept the terms on which Colony land coulid be



had. As a result privately owned adjacent lands such as the Magnolia

Beach and Volants tracts were subdivided and made available for sale.

In Magnolia Beach the bay front lots were superior to any in this see-

tion and all were quickly sold and many developed almost at oncee |
Inland the economic advantages offered by the Colony plan caused the i

major development to take place on its lands. Testifying to this-conéius-

10n'is the fact that the assessed values in the City in 1953 shows the
Colony and those who oceupy its lands accounting for $1,288,360.00 of the
$24119,700.00 total. Colony land constitutes about one-fifth of the -
area within the City's corporate Loundaries. These figures show that
though Féirhope now embraces much more than the Single Tax Colony land

it is indebted to the Colony not only for its birth, but in large part

for its present stature.




Mch, 5, 1945

liiss
Loxley, Alabama

Dear Miss .

It is a particular pleasure to have an opportunity to tell
"you of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation and to furnish you mater-
ial for your study of our plan. The primary purpose of our corporation
is to perform a service to society by accomplishing a demonstration
of a public revenue program that will promote rather than hinder in-
dustrial development., It is our hope others will be stimulated by
our example, hence our pleasure in your enquiry.

The inspiration to establish the community of Fairhope came
to its founders as victims of one of the serious economic depressions
that have periodically gripped our nation. They had studied Henry
George's writings and agreed with him that the cause of téhese depress—
ions was a lessening of the opportunities for employment, Man Cannot
obtain purchasing power except he be employed and business depressions
result from a reduction in purchasing power. They also agreed with
Henry George that the limiting factor in employment is the availabil-
ity of land, since all employment whether self employment or employ-
ment by another is based on access to land,

. They also agreed with Henry George that the proper means

| of insuring that all unused land would continually be available for
the productive use of individual or corporate industry was to make
it unprofitable to hold such land out of use, While they believed
that the Henry George plan must eventually be adopted by government
they also realized that such might not be the case in their time and
that they might hasten it by setting up a demonstration that would
prove the value of the plan., Therefore they established Fairhope
and set up the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation to hold title to the
land and issue *lease contracts to those who wanted land for use,

: The rental charges provided for in the jease contracts com-
A pel the lessee to use his land or suffer a financial loss. As a com<
munity grows its lands must be put to an increasingly productive use
and the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation, recognizing that the growth
of the community has made the land more valuable increases the rent
and the lessee must put his land to the more productive use needed

by the growing community or suffer a financial loss.

 § It is only because Fairhope has had the advantage of being
: selected as the site of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation's demon-
stration that it has become the largest town in the county. Other




K

towns are more favorably located, have more highly productive azri-féi }

cultural lands, are nearer to markets for their produce, are centers. .
for larger trade areasiihave superior transportation facilities, ete. '

Loxley, for instance es in the center of some of Baldwin's most
producgive 1ands. It has railroad transportation facilities at hand
and i1s also located on two of the principkl motor highway systems
of this county. It is as near tc liobile as Fairhope and nearer to
Fensacola and the other principad towns of the county including the
county seat, Bay Minette. lior are Fairhope's citizens in any way
guperior to those of the other towns of the county.

It should not be necessary to organize a 51ngle tax corpo-
ration to give every other community and section the same advantages
we enjoy in Fairhope. 411 that is needed 1s a change in the public

revenue (taxation) laws of the State cf Alabama, makinf it possible

to coliect from all who enjoy the privilege of owning land, the mar-
ket value of that privilege. The privilege of land ownership has no
market value except where soclety is performing services for the ben-

#4t of the owner and such a system merely makes it possible for so-
ciety to collect for services rendered from the individual to whom
such service is rendered.

Our present system of ad valorem taxes falls largely on
individual investments in buildings afnd personal Eroperty and bears
equally on all such without respect to their lcca ion. Often those
who pay high taxes receive very little service from soclety, while
others are so located that they receive much service but because of
the character of their improvements and personal property they are
required to pay much less than the value of that service. Justice
and the welfare of society demand that this unfair hindrance to the
normal progress of scciety be abolished and that it be replaced by
a public revenue system based on the just prinéiple established by
the Isirhope single Tax Corporation.

I am enclosing forms used by our corporation in leasing
its lands and other yprinted material which I hope you will find ade-
quate but should you need anything more please feel free to ask for
it. With sincere best wishes for success in your effort I am,

Very truly ycurs,

Secretary

W ey




THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX COLONY

Fairhope began its life as a Baldwin County community in January,
1895, when a small group of people, inspired by the eqoﬁomic theories of
Henry George's Prégress and Poverty, began to build homes on land they
had Jjust purchased here on the eastern shore of Mobile Bay. The land
was totally undeveloped and covered by a gfowth of young pines‘having
no commercial or use value except for fire wood.

Aimé and Expectations

The purpose of the colonists was to test the Henry George theories
that the public collection of ground rent (the unearned increment of land
value) would supply a fund adequate to pay the normél cosf of government,
and that such pubilc collection of the rent'would eliminate the destruc-
tive influence of land speculation. Thqyexpected the result to be a c&m-
munity where the tendency of government to limit, direct and control in-
dividual activities would be reduced to the minimum. Having confidence
in the ability and integrity of private enterprise and individual initia-
tive they believed these, freed from the heavy burden of taxation and the
artificial restraint of land speculation, would create the superior com-
munity they desired.

The land'was platted into a town site with a liberal strip along the
5ay front reserved for public park. The colonists received ninety-nine
.year lease tenure to such portions as they desired for individual occus. . :
pancy. The balance was opened to lease on terms identical with those of
the original group. The primary condition was the agreement of each lessee
to pay intq the common treasury, the annual rental valdé of the land ex-
clusively secured to him by his lease contract.

Rent Defined

The colonists defined rent as the natural endowment value of location,

topqgraphy and fertility, the common heritage, as well as the location



value resulting from community activities and planning, the common reward.
Since individual title secures the holder in the exclusive right to use
these values which belong to all, equity demands payment into the common
treasury of the full value of such exclusive right.

In the beginning the rent was almost nothing, the maximum purchase
price of about six dollars an{ acre indicating a general absence of the
factors that produce rent. There were no streets or sidewalks or public
improvements of any character, there were no schools, churches or clubs
and no stores, doctors, dentists or lawyers, and contact with the outside.
world was both difficult and expensive.

Work and Achievement

As soon as the colonists had accomplished their minimum individual
requirements for shelter and the clearing of a plot for producing sub-
sistence needs, each on his own leasehold, they gave attention to commun-
ity needs. They cleared roads and built a wharf so the bay boats could
give them more direct contact with the outside. They-established a coop-
erative store before the possibility of profit was sufficient to attract
private enterprise, but continued it only so long as that condition ex-
isted. They built a school and hired a teacher and developed social, cul-
tural and recreational activities. At the same time éach, in accordance
with his individual desire, ability and ambition, further improved and
developed his own leasehold.

Both ccllective and individual efforts tended to make the community
more attractive to others. More land was leased and the annual rental
value of all land increased. 'This;year,‘thefﬂumieth of the colony, 1944
rent due the common treasury on 565 active 1easehold$ within the corpo-
rate limits of the Town of Fairhdpe amounts to $30,763.65. These lease-
holds constitute only part of 327 acres remaining to the colony after

giving the municipal government the streets and parks and a site for the



municipal offices and electric and water utilities, desirable town land
still being available for lease. The 1944 rent on the colony's some 3500
acres of country land, all under lease, is $4,072.31, and on the leased
portion of some 43 acres, part of a subdivision lying just outside of
town but extending inside, the 1944 rent is $301.14.
Unsound . Conclusions ‘

Some think the colony's present size, with not all its land leased
after fifty years, reflects on the soundness of the colony's policy.
That conclusion might be justified if Fairhope was located in ainaturally
fertile area, with abundant produce for the support of manufacturing and
processing activities, were it the logical location for a transpoftation
and trade center, or if beneath its surface lay valuable deposits of ore,
coal or oil. i

Such is not the case. The agriculturallland ad jacent to Fairhope
is iargely inferior to much of the land in this county and yields only
to hard labor abetted by liberal applications of commercial fertilizer.
Fairhope is not located even on an important mofor transport highway, has
no railroad and is more than twenty miles from the nearest main line sta-
tion. So far as is known there is nothing of value beneath the surface
.of Fairhope's land other than good water. It is true that Fairhope is-
located on beautiful lMobile Bay but so are some fifty additional miles
of Baldwin County land and almost as many in Mobile County. The princi-
ple value of the bay at Fairhope is recreational; its acres will support
only an infinitesimal fraction of the productive labor that_éan be sup-
ported on a like area of land.

Valid Comparisons

The Town of Fairhope embraces lands belonging to,privéte owners,

more than three times the 327 acres of colony land. More than forty

acres of this privately owned landﬁlies within and enjoys all the advan-
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tages of the most intensively developed part of the town. This forty
acres and additional privately owned land in the town has a frontage on
Mobile Bay three times that of colony land, such 6wnership, in large part,
including the valuable riparian rights which the colony gave to thé munic-
ipality with the park lands. The Town's 1?43 assessment roll shows a tp-
tal¥ land value assessment of $327,890.00. It shows the assessed value

of all privately owned land to be $184,780.00, thus more than three-fourths
of the land area pays less than eéight per cent more in taxes than does

the less than one-fourth of colony land.

The colony's lessees are, in the main, ordinary people witﬁoutfany
~special interest in the colony. Their aim is the satisfaction of their
desires with the ieast effort énd expenditure of éapital. They are guided
only by their personal advantage in'choosing between the colony's lease
title and the fee simple title. Evidence of the preference for the lease
title is found in the $825,065.00 assessed value of improvements and per-
sonal property appearing on the Town's 1943 assessment roli. Only $163,-

- 720.00 of that amount represents improvements and personal property on
.privately owned land, thus colony lessees have produced on their leased
land four times the wealth the private owners have produced on the land
to which they hold title.
' Advantages

The advantages, evidencéd by the choice of the colony's lessees, are

greater than were those afforded by the homestead laws. Here, in a stead-

folean .
ily growing community, any unused,land is available without purchase price,

A
the only requirement being that the lessee pay to the community the rental
value of the community advantages exclusively secured to him by his lease
title. He is assured that no part of the rent paid by him shall inure

to the benefit of ‘any individual, that the first claim on the rent fund

shall be the taxes levied by the state, county and municipality on the



land of the_colony and on the improvements and.personal property of the
lessees, and that any remaining after paying colony expenses shall be
treated as a trust fund for the equal benefit of all lessees.

Results Prove Theories \

Fairhope, though one of the younger towns of this coﬁnty and less
adv%&ageously 1ocated'thah'some, has become the largest town in the coun-
ty, has the most rapid growth and is recognized by all to be the most pro-
gressive and most attractive. The apparent effect of the relief colony
lessees have from the payment of ad valorem taxes onrimprovements St
raasemerils and personal prbpert% and the artificial restraint of land
speculatioq,affords only a glimpse of the results that could be achieved
if all public revenue was provided by the public collection of rent and
the heavy burden of taxation abolished..

Government is the grantor of all land titles and it is proper,.just
and equitable for it to require the payment of an annual rent, as does.the
Fairhope colony, as a condition of retention of title. While the effect
of such requirement would be to destroy the selling value of land, the
concurrent abolition of all taxes would be to so greatly enhance its use
value as to benefit all land owners wiliing to work and use the land.

In these times of alarmingly swollen lists of government persoﬁnel,
of interest is the fact that, except for an unsalaried council of five
meeting twice a month and the occasional service of a surveyor and ap-

praiser, the colony's business is conducted by a full time paid secretary

and a part time paid treasurer,



