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300 South Section Street.
It’s our address, not our world.

Sure, we love our home at 300 South Section Street. Just like the city of Fairhope, we've
been around Fairhope for 100 years this year! But we view it as a launching pad, not a

hideaway. We realize we can’t meet all the needs in the world, yet we're doing everything
possible to meet the ones we can and meet people right where they are,
wherever their world may be. There are activities all year long for
your entire family, whatever age, whatever stage.

Why all the activity? Simply because we want to make a
difference in your life—and help you make a difference in
someone else’s. At First Baptist, we want to live out our
mission of knowing Him and making Him known well into our
second century of ministry!

\ Here’s ours.

At First Baptist, you'll bump into lots of interesting people, discover enough
activities to make your head spin. And find a wonderful facility with a warm
spirit. We appreciate all of this, but none of it really defines us.

We're only here for one reason: Our love for Jesus Christ.
That's our bottom line. That's why everything we do at First
Baptist is for an audience of One. The One called Jesus.
So above all else, we pray that when you come here, you'll
come to know Him better. See you in church this Sunday.

Worship on Sundays is at 9:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
www.fbcfairhope.org
928.8685 Dr. Jerry Henry, Pastor
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City set to celebrate its 100th year b|rthday

By Sheila Propp

Editor
courier @gulfcoastnewspapers.com

The first nod to the city of
Fairhope’s centennial year
was given at the stroke of
midnight on New Year’s Eve.
At the culmination of the
evening’s festivities, a glitter-
ing sphere adorned with a
lighted, blue “100” was
dropped to welcome the city
Is entry into its three-digit
age.

“We began planning (the
centennial year) the first
quarter of 2007,” said Sherry
Sullivan, Fairhope senior cen-
ter director. “The museum
plans were already in place,
and we knew it would be the
focal point of the celebration.”

MUSIC AND MOVIES

Next on the schedule is an
event that will be repeated
four times during February
and March, Sullivan said.
Titled “Music and Movies,”
this family oriented celebra-
tion will be held outdoors on
the grassy field at the back
side of the Faulkner State
€Community College Fairhope
campus (facing Morphy
Avenue).

Families should bring -
blankets or lawn chairs from
which to enjoy the entertain-
ment that will begin at 5:45
p.m. with music provided by
local musicians. Following
this live concert, participants
will be treated to a video pre-
sentation of Fairhope in earli-
er days.

. “Mr. Curtis Willard, who
worked as a technician at
WALA Channel 10, made a
tape ofthe Fairhope area in
1964,” said Fairhope Museum
of History Director Donnie
Barrett. “The tape he put

together shows what daily
life in Fairhope was like in
the early ‘60s,” Barrett said,
adding the compilation shows
businesses of the time, resi-
dences, activities and folks
who lived in the city then.

“It also includes local
footage from the 1950s that
others gave to Willard,”
Barrett said.

A different segment of this
video collection will be shown
at each of the four events.
These presentations will last
about 20 minutes. After that,
a feature film the whole fami-
ly can enjoy will be shown at
around 7 p.m., Sullivan said.
At press time, only the movie
for the first Music and
Movies had been selected:
“Charlotte’s Web.” Visit
www.cofairhope.com or call
929-1466 for the other movie
titles. The event is expected
to conclude each evening by
9.

Music and Movies will be
held on Feb 16 and 23 and
March 1 and 18. While the
event is free, attenders
should bring some money to
purchase refreshments,
which will be offered by local
organizations.

“This is one event we hope
to continue (after 2008)
because it is real Fairhopy,
and family friendly,” Sullivan
said.

OPEN HOUSE

The museum’s grand
opening will be held
Saturday, April 5, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. This free event will
include a ribbon cutting led
by Mayor Tim Kant, the City
Council, Fairhope Single Tax
Corp. board and museum rep-
resentatives. Everyone will

SEE CiTY, PAGE 27
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From one centenarian to another . ..

Happy 100th Birthday!
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THE MARIETTA JOHNSON
SCHOOL of ORGANIC EDUCATION
joins the
CITY of FAIRHOPE
in celebrating 100 years
of building a
unique community in which
families thrive and grow.

We offer a low stress,
hands on curriculum that is
driven by the natural
inquisitiveness of our students.

Stop by for a visit
or call us anytime.

Photo courtesy of the Slosson Family Collection

Local vistas remain a draw

Fairhope continues to be noted for its scenic beauty and
picturesque atmosphere. This early photograph by Stewart
the Picture Man demonstrates the draw of its bay side vis-
tas.

hidhss - dikris 028-9347

FLOWER & GIFT GALLERY

www.fairhopeorganicschool.com

Congmtuluti ons Fairh ope e-mail: marietta.school@mchsi.com

We have enjoyed being a part 8 Marietta Drive, just off Pecan Street ¥

/
Of yourL 100 years Of peiccens, The Marietta Johnson School of Organic Education is a not-for-profit institution and does
105 North Bancroft Street, Faithope, Alabama 36526 not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin, gender, or. religion.

(251) 928-4433
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By Sheila Propp

Editor
courier @gulfcoastnewspapers.com

A hundred years ago, resi-
dents of Fairhope greeted the
new year much like their
counterparts in 2008: They
celebrated.

In 1908, Fairhopers gath-
ered at the “new school room”
New Year’s evening for a ban-
quet to mark the 13th
anniversary of the colony’s
founding. The Jan. 3, 1908
Fairhope Courier reported
that 116 attended. Each was
charged 35 cents for their
meal. The Fairhope orchestra
played and several talks were
given by residents on a vari-
ety of subjects. The festivities
concluded with dancing.

INCORPORATION TALK

While these turn-of-the
century residents were not
talking about a presidential
“Super Tuesday” primary,
they were heavily engaged in
the discussion of a move to
incorporate the colony, which
would lead to an election of
town officials.

On March 12, a petition
was filed with J.H.H. Smith,
judge of probate for Baldwin
County, requesting such a ref-
erendum. The petition was
signed by the following
Fairhope residents: J.
Bellangee, WE. Sweet, L.S.
Massey, C.L. Mershon, M.D.,
N. Mershon, A.H. Mershon,
E.B. Gaston, P.A. Olson, C.E.
Littlefield, L. Barnhart, L.
Lancaster, J W Lawrence,
J.M. Pilcher, Orrie Stapleton,
C.K. Brown, H.C. Oswalt,
E.W, Jefferson, W.S. Baldwin,
H.M. Ewalt, Daniel
Shepherd, H.S. Greeno, A.0.
Berglin, G.W. Bell, C.L.
Coleman and H. Cresswell.

Early discussions were
pretty solidly in favor of the
change. The March 20
Courier reported that “About
the only opposition that has
come to our attention has
arisen among a number of
our colored neighbors on the
south who do not want to be
taken into the corporation.”

On-April 9, an election
was held at the Fairhope
Public School building to vote
on incorporating Fairhope.
The boundaries for the pro-
posed town were published in
the April 3 Courier:
“Commencing at a point one
quarter mile south of the
southeast comer of section 17

township six (6) south of
range two (2) east, thence
west to the shore of Mobile
Bay, thence northeasterly
along the meanderings of the
shore of Mobile Bay to a
point where the quarter sec-
tion line one-quarter mile
north of the north line of sec-
tions 17 and 18 intersects the
shore of Mobile Bay, thence
east along the quarter section
line to the east line of section
eight, thence south along the
east line of section eight, 17
and 20 to the point of begin-
ning, making a territory of
about one and one-half miles
square.”

CENSUS REQUIRED

The incorporation vote of
the qualified electors was
favorable by a vote of 18 to 1.
The next step, the Courier
reported on April 10, “in the
process of making Fairhope a
full-fledged municipality"
would be the enumeration of
residents living within the
town’s territory, which the
newspaper stated would be
accomplished by inspectors
appointed by the probate
judge. When that was
accompllIshed, the judge
would order an election for a
mayor and five aldermen.

The April 24 Courier
reported the completion of
the census, which showed 569
residents living within the
limits of the proposed munici-
pality: 466 Caucasians and
three African-Americans.

ELECTION DAY SET

The May 1 Courier report-
ed that Probate Judge Smith
had entered the municipality
of Fairhope into the official
record and set an election

CITY OF FAIRHOPE CENTENNIAL, January 16-17, 2008, PAGE 5

New municipality elects first mayor council

Photo courtesy of the Fairhope Single Tax Corp.

In the spring of 1908, the colony of Fairhope became a town and elected its first municipal
mayor and City Council. Above, the town’s first mayor, Dr. H.S. Greeno, is seated. Surrounding
him, from the left are councilman J.M. Pilcher, treasurer James Bellangee, councilman William
Sweet (appointed in August after the resignation of councilman J.W. Lawrence), councilmen
C.L. Coleman and C.E. Nichols, town clerk R.Y. Albright and councilman N. Mershon.

date of May 30. The Courier
listed the names of qualified
electors who would partici-
pate in the town’s first elec-
tion. On that date, the list
contained the names of 25
men (women didn’t yet have
the right to vote). Another 13
men were named as being eli-
gible to qualify to register.
The qualifications were:
American citizenship, two
years residence in Alabama
and payment of the poll tax.
The Courier’s report conclud-

Fun ~ Fun ~ Fun ~ Fun ~ Fun ~ Fun ~ Fun

Call for Reservations

Pam‘t Your Own Poi"lrer’yI

Kids Clay Class
Thurs. 3:30-5:00

° After School Fun e Parties ® Special Events
9 N. Church St., Suite. A, Downtown Farrhope

928-4161 . ':

ed with encouragement for
every eligible voter to regis-
ter, and stated that the Board
of Registrars would be at Bay
Minette on Friday and
Saturday, May 15 and 16 for
that purpose. It was hoped;
the Registrar’s office would
also come to Fairhope prior to
the election to register eligi-
ble residents. And the board
members (Messrs. Kee,
Bryant and Bryars) did just
that, on May 22 and 23.
“Fairhope's first municipal

@VO&AQ 2°aNIv 0. NG o v AABvORE

Congratulations
Fairhope

We Love You!

Brenny’s Jewelry
333 Fairhope Ave. * Fairhope ¢ 928-3916

Monday-Friday ® 10:00 am - 5:00 pm ~ Saturday ¢ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

election passed off quietly, on
Saturday, last,” the June 5
Fairhope Courier reported,
“and resulted in the election
of Dr. H.S. Greeno as mayor,
by 21 votes to 19 for Mr.

" (E.B.) Gaston and of the fol-

lowing aldermen by votes as
given: N. Mershon 36, C.L.
Coleman 36, C.E. Nichols 34,
J.M. Pilcher 26, J W
Lawrence 25.”

SEE FIRST COUNCIL, PAGE 25
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CURRENT FAIRHOPE OFFICIALS

Timothy Kant Cecil Christenberry Mike Ford
Mayor City Councilman City Councilman

Bob Gentle Debbie Quinn Dan Stankoski
City Councilman  City Councilwoman City Councilman

Residents will have an

opportunity to vote in a
city election during this
centennial year

Alabama will hold it’s Presidential Primary election on
Tuesday, Feb. 5.

- Baldwin County is allowing for early voting in the elec-
tion on Wednesday, Jan. 30 because Mardi Gras Day is also
on Feb. 5 this year. Anyone who wants to vote on early
must vote at the Foley Civic Center on Jan. 30.

Residents must be registered to vote by Tuesday, Jan.
22 to participate in the primary election. Each voter regis-
tration card will include the preciinct a person resides in
so they know where to vote, as well as what district for
their municipality, county and school district.

Fairhope municipal elections for the five City Council
places and the office of mayor will be held on Tuesday, Aug.
26. If a run-off election is needed, it will be held on Oct. 7.

Municipal candidates must qualify for the election
between July 1 and July 15. After qualifying and complet-
ing all necessary forms, candidates have up to five days to
go to the probate judge’s office to declare their campaign
manager. The last day to file will be July 20 if a candidate
does not qualify until July 15.

To qualify for a City Council seat, a resident must live
in the district they are running for for at least 90 days
prior to the election and be 18 years old.

City officials will take office on the first Monday in
November, Nov. 3.
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The ot Petone Farmdation

www.maddiesfund.org

Baldwin Animal Rescue Center - BARC
A Maddie’s Fund® Pet Rescue Project Partner

Proudly serving the Fairhope community and all
Baldwin County since 1979

BARC is an animal adoption agency that finds loving
homes for abandoned dogs and cats

BARC provides services to help and protect abused,
abandoned and neglected animals

BARC offers low income spay and neuter programs

BARC does not receive any government funding -
we thank you for your financial support

Upcoming Adoption Days — Come See Our

Adorable Adoptables:
Sat., Jan. 19 PetsMart at Eastern Shore Center
Sat., Jan. 26 Omni Fitness in Daphne
Sat., Feb. 16 PetsMart at Eastern Shore Center

Sat., March 15 Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival

Find your new best friend anytime by visiting our website at
www.baldwinanimalrescue.com
or drop by our office at 306 Magnolia Avenue, Fairhope
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m., Phone 251.928.4585

BARC is a member of MADDIE’S FUND®, The Pet Rescue Foundation, (www.maddiesfund.org) is
a family foundation funded by PeopleSoft Founder Dave Duffield, and his wife, Cheryl, to help create
a no-kill nation by developing programs that guarantee loving homes for all healthy shelter dogs and
cats throughout the country. The next step is to save the sick, injured and poorly behaved pets in ani-
mal shelteggs nationwide. Maddie’s Fund is named after the family’s beloved Miniature Schnauzer who
passed away in 1997. - -
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THEN & Now

Photo courtesy of the Slosson Family Collection

Above, the Fairhope Public Library in 1908; below, the new FPL, which opened in 2007.

Volunteers wanted to
clean up grounds

3 L An article in the June 12, 1908 Fairhope
; o : o Courier follows.

“The library building is completed, the
cases are in process of construction and soon
the books will be moved. Until then, the
library will be closed, to be opened in the new
building, but the grounds are in great disor-
der.

“On Tuesday morning, June 16, you are
invited to come to the library with rake, etc.,
to help put the grounds in order.

“Lunch will be served at noon to all work-
ing during the morning. Will those to help
furnish the lunch please notify me.

Submitted by Lydia J. Newcomb Comings,
president, Library Association”

Sheila Propp/Staff Photo

23
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Antiques ~ IFine Art

A rc[zi tectura ]s for
Home & L;arc]cn
251-928.2718 ® 54 N. Section Street

\\ Happy 100th Fairkope 144
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B&R ﬂecm@om//zw

16151 Greeno Road (Hwy 98) ¢ Fairhope, Alabama 36532
1-800-732-6812 o 251-928-9031

www.PecanGifts.com

Relail Sales and Mail Order

Offering gift packages for Christmas & other gift occasions.

Pecand

Shelled Pecan Halves or Pieces
Twelve Flavors of Candy Coated Pecans
Roasted and Salted Halves

Howrd

9:00 to 5:00 p.m. Central Time
Monday through Saturday.

AB ALL BALDWIN CLEANERS

C “Your Full Service Laundry & Cleaners
With Drive Through Convenience”
M-F - 7AM-6PM » SAT - 8:30 - IPM ¢ Same Day Service Upon Request

Spanish Fort Robertsdale
6593 Spanish Ft. Blvd. Winn Dixie Shopping Center
Bay Minette A erhe
201-C D'Olive St. el ond by
Foley

920 McKenzie St.

Orange Beach
3099 Loop Rd.

Congratulations !
We love being a small part of your history

Fairhope
108 Plantation Pl. Shopping Center

i e

In beautiful downtown Fairhope

Happy 100th Birthday !
Fairhope

12 years in the same location
Deli featuring home made baked goods, homemade
soups, freshly prepared garden salads and sandwiches
pimento cheese * chicken salad * egg salad

Sandra Whitley, Owner
218 Fairhope Ave.
Fairhope, AL
990-3344

Rt

“Everything ic homemade just like mom uce to make!”
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Photo courtesy of the Fairhope Single Tax Corp.

Steamer Fairhope
overhauled in 1908

The Fairhope Courier of
April 10, 1908 reported that
the steamer Fairhope was
being put in “first-class
shape” for summer business.
Repairs included having the
hull scraped and painted as
well as a new inspection. The
steamer was also taken to
Mobile where the boiler and
machinery were overhauled.
Last, but not least, the crew
was giving the Fairhope a
new coat of paint.

“She is expected to return
to service next week.” It was
also reported that the steam-
er “led the bay fleet last sea-
son for speed” and a “strenu-
ous summer business” was
expected in the upcoming
months.

In the summer of 1908,
according to advertisements
in the Courier, the Fairhope
departed from the town pier
at 7:20 a.m. every day but
Sunday and daily departed
Mobile for a return trip at 3
p.m. On Sunday, the steamer

left Mobile for Fairhope at
8:45 a.m. and made the
return trip at 5 p.m.
Saturdays featured a second
Mobile to Fairhope run in the
afternoon, departing Fairhope
at 6 p.m., which gave
“Mobilians an excellent
opportunity to spend an hour
and a half on the eastern
shore bathing and fishing.”

“It is a safe, clean swift
boat, with good accommoda-
tions for white and colored
passengers,” the advertise-
ment stated.

One-way fare that year
was 25 cents. Owen Roberts,
Master; and C.A. Murphy,
Purser.

This was the second
steamer to carry the name
Fairhope. The previous one
burned, and that was to be
the fate of the second, also.
Both of these bay boats were
gone by 1913. Others contin-
ued to ply the bay waters for
about 30 more years.

WINTER EDITION

Congratulations
Fairhope!

Through

Joseph F. Gravlee, Jr. M.D.

FOLEY

Joseph F. Gravlee, Jr. M.D.

Ophthalmologist

Doctors of Optometry:

Joseph Harrell
James Daniel Wilder Ill
Jeffrey Williams

www.VisionaryUSA.com
Surgery Institue

FAIRHOPE

1624 N. McKenzie

251-943-3937 * 1-388-CLEARLY

411 N. Section (New Location)
251-990-3937 » 1-800-CLEARLY
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Gully solutions

In the April 24, 1908 Fairhope Courier, the
editor opinioned, “We should like to see an
experiment made in protecting the banks of
our gullies — or ravines, the word “gully”
seems hardly sufficient to designate a
chasm 30 feet deep and 50 to 100 feet
across by planting the common honeysuck-
le — Chinese, we think it is called, which
grows so profusely here. This is a beautiful
evergreen vine, almost a perpetual
bloomer, and grows with great luxuriance.
Bermuda grass is all right where the slope
is not too great, but we think the honey-
suckle would climb the most precipitous
banks and clothe them with a beautiful and
wash-resisting verdure.

Photo courtesy of the Fairhope Single Tax Corp.

Imagine The Possibilities

100 Plantation Point Drive
251-928-0239
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Fairhope Single Tax

By Dean Mosher

Contributing Writer
for the Fairhope Single Tax Corp.

There is an ancient
Chinese curse, “May you live
in interesting times.” Well,
Fairhope is living in interest-
ing times, with growth and
management problems that
often threaten to undermine
the heart of who we are and
what we share as a communi-
ty.

Lately there has been a
great, and in my opinion
unfair, increase in property
values in Fairhope. In reac-
tion to this, the Fairhope
Single Tax Corp. has filed a
blanket appeal with the
Baldwin County Tax Assessor
to fight this injustice and to
help our lessees. We voted to
flatline any increases in our
demonstration fee beyond the
2005 level. Yet there are still
complaints from a few who
criticize the Corporation’s
generous contributions to the
community and feel we are
taking advantage of our
lessees.

First, let us all understand
where the contributions come
from and how they are dis-
tributed. Because of our his-
tory of giving back to the
community in a responsible
manner and the understand-
ing of the investment that
this has represented for all of
Fairhope, we have in recent
years been granted 501(c)(4)
(not for profit) status. That
means that we have a gener-

.....

j SheiIaIPropp ta

Fairhope Single Tax Corp. office, 336 Fairhope Ave.

ous amount (approximately
$200,000) available each year
that we are required to put
back into the community.

To add to that, we have
been through a thorough
review and reorientation of
many of our assets, which has
resulted in a much higher
yield while maintaining the
same stability, which has pro-
duced additional funds that
bring our yearly level to
approximately $400,000 to
$500,000. Couple that with

Fairhope Ready Mix, Inc.
Locally Owned and Operated

€7

“For Your Concrete Needs”

ud to be a part of Fairhope’s
entennial Celebration !

the long-term nature of many
of our commitments, such as
the library ($85,000 per year
for 10 years), and you have
what the FSTC board consid-
ers a very sound and respon-
sible path to preserve and
enhance the historical contri-
butions that have made the
city such a great place to live
and raise our families.

From our founding in
1894, the FSTC has been

responsible for so many of the

bedrock institutions and gifts

that continue to give back to
the community. We were
instrumental in founding our
public library (the second-old-
est in the state) in 1899 and
maintaining it until 1965,
when the city assumed
responsibility for it. The pur-
chase, creation and mainte-
nance of the parklands and
pier was all the work of the
FSTC until 1933, when we
transferred them to the city
with protective covenants
that we have defended
against development all the
way to the state Supreme
Court.

Over 38 acres of streets
and parking areas, the first
public utility, buildings, and
additional parklands have all
been gifts from the FSTC to
the city and people of

WINTER EDITION

Corp.: Then and Now

Fairhope over the years. We
consider these gifts have con-
tributed to the “model com-
munity,” “shared community
values” and “cooperative indi-
vidualism” ideals that our
visionary founders stated so
long ago.

As the world’s oldest and
largest utopian community of
its kind, the FSTC today feels
an immense sense of grati-
tude and responsibility to
continue the vital work our
founders began by preserv-
ing, maintaining, and enhanc-
ing the community we all call
home, which I believe has “a
fair hope of success” for the
future.

Dean Mosher currently
serves on the executive com-
mittee of the Fairhope Single
Tax Corp.

Fairhope
Animal
Clinic L.c

James V. Corte, p.v.M.

Small Animal Medicine and Surgery
Boarding and Day Care Services

358 S. Greeno Rd.
Fairhope, Alabama 36532

251.928.8555

Since 1983

2

O

Celebrating a quarter centliry on
the Half Shell!

Congratulations Fairhope
on your century!

948-2445

Dine on the Bayou or Dine on the Bay . . . or both!
Bayou Village Shopping Center "

Hwy. 59, Gulf Shores

& miles east of Battleship Park
Hwy. 98, Battleship Pkwy., Mobile
- 626-2188

Open daily for lunch and dinner

-www.originaloysterhouse.com
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EASTER IN .
FAIRHOPE

The April 24, 1908 Fairhope
Courier reported that Easter
was observed by the Christian
Church Sunday School and
congregation with special
music and an appropriate
Easter sermon by the pastor.
The decorations were very
beautiful. A note accompanying
the photograph at right stated
that the building across from
the church shown was where
the Organic School started.

Lastern 5@@ C,z/é‘;d/ fma‘

WWW.€SCS.0rg

For 16 Years, Eastern Shore Choral Society
has provided quality choral music to the
citizens of Baldwin County.
In addition, ESCS sponsors the Edna Traccarella vocal
competition for high school students in Baldwin county.

ESCS supports music programs in the public schools
of Baldwin County.

Fbr more information call Stephanie Crowe 929-1896

National Newspapers, Magazines, Books, Fax Service,
Art, Unique Gift Ideas, Local History, Coffee,
Beverages & Other Snack Items

29 N. Section Street * Fairhope, AL 36532 | 251-928-7551

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 = Sat. 8:30 - 4:30 * Sun. 9:00 - 1:00

100 Years

Fairhape

From Your Friends

413 East Laurel Ave. 700 Whispering Pines
Foley, AL 36535 Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 943-5001 (251) 626-5000

www.rivierautil A,‘,,>
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Farmers meet at Fairhope

The quarterly conference of the Farmers, Educational
and Co-operative Union was held at Fairhope on Tuesday
and Wednesday. Delegates were in attendance from Perdido,
Loxley, Bay Minette, Belforest, Euclid and Silverhill as well
as Fairhope.

There was a short open session on Tuesday at which
addresses were made by Dr. Greeno, Mr. Holt of Perdido and
T.N. Freeman. There was also a short open session on
Wednesday afternoon, at which Mr. Powell spoke on trans-
portation. ‘

The good roads committee reported that there was $5,013
in the road fund to be divided among the four commission-
ers’ districts.

Fairhope local furnished the dinner for the delegates
attending on Tuesday and Euclid on Wednesday, and all
were entertained during the remainder of their stay at the
homes of local Unionists.

The general feeling among the farmers was of encourage-
ment over the conditions of the crops and as to the advan-
tages to be gained through their organization.

From the April 25, 1908 Fairhope Courier.

. Jewelry, Handbags
- & Fun Accessories

You are never too young
or too old
to be a little Prissy!

5 South Church Street
Fairhope, AL 36532
2519007160
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Fairhope Single Tax Corp.

Photo courtesy of the

I
®\%\\M WEALTH CARE Sthy. 2
Q%%X Locally Owned & Operated - Denise Lores //(‘

Full Line Medical Equipment Provider

l | l
8367 Morphy Ave.
Fairhope

Now Open: THE BOUTIQUE - An exclusive
little shop for all your Mastectomy Needs

251-947-4922
251-928-4922

JCAHO Accredited
24 Hour Emergency Service
Medicare/BCBS/Most Insurance Accepted

Enjoy Fairhope’s Centennial at
Baldwin County’s Oldest Réstaurant
Open Daily

6:00AM for Breakfast
Lunch 11:00AM to 2:00PM

7 Lunches @ $4.99

Not good with any other offers or discounts.

voted! BestHome Cooking, Breakfast

JULWIN'S RESTAURANT

Fairhope’s Award Winning Restaurant

411.Fairhope Ave. Phone: 990-9372
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Drugstore predates

By Curt Chapman

Staff Writer
cchapman @gulfcoastnewspapers.com

If it seems like the corner
pharmacy has been around
forever, that’s because it
nearly has. Fairhope
Pharmacy has been located
on the southwest corner of
Fairhope Avenue and South
Section Street since 1900,
eight years before the young
town was incorporated as a
municipality. :

Owner Ben Barnhill said
the pharmacy can actually
trace its roots across the
street, where founder Dr:
Clarence L. Mershon set up
his practice in 1898. The
young doctor, an Iowa native,
had moved to Fairhope to be
near his parents, who had
migrated here in 1894.

Mershon saw patients in
one room and dispensed pre-
scriptions from another small
room inside the office.

Two years later, he moved
the medicines to a small
wooden building where the
current pharmacy now
stands. Dr. George A.
Sheldon, also a practicing
physician, was the first drug-
gist at the new location.

It wasn’t long before the
business outgrew the struc-
ture. Additional space was
added to the back of the
store, along with a soda foun-
tain and additional display
space in the front. Sheldon
left the pharmacy and
returned to Mobile soon after
the expansion was completed.

When Mershon decided in
1916 the extra elbow room
still wasn’t enough, the phar-
macy building was moved to
the back of the property to
make way for construction of
the current drugstore, which
was fashioned using blocks
cast from sand collected at
the beach in Fairhope.

Before it was finished, the
hurricane of July 5, 1916
caused the east wall of the
building to collapse, forcing
workers to start over on that
portion.

Mershon sold the pharma-
cy business and rented the
new building in 1918 to Dr.
W.C. Mason. The dentist
treated patients upstairs
while continuing to operate
the drugstore on the ground
floor.

Mershon died on
Thanksgiving morning in
1925, due to complications

from contracting tuberculosis.

Mason continued to oper-
ate the pharmacy until 1948,
Barnhill said, when he sold
the business to Ford
Patterson, who by that time
had worked there for 30
years, and Sammy Sandt. [t
was sold again in 1956 to
W.C. Todd, a retired whole-
sale druggist, who wanted to
try out the retail business.

Barnhill had worked for
pharmacies in Mobile before
crossing the bay Jan. 22,
1957 to work for Todd.

“He called me and said he
heard I wanted to move back
to Baldwin County,” Barnhill
said.

The pharmacy changed
hands again May 1, 1959,
when Barnhill bought the
business from Todd. He
bought the building from the
Mershon estate in 1972.

Barnhill said water seep-
ing through the original sand
blocks prompted the erection
of the building’s once familiar
metal facade in the early
1960s. The metal was torn
away in 1979 by Hurricane
Frederic, but it was quickly
replaced. »

When Hurricane Ivan
stripped the metal from the
building again in 2004, the
public outcry to leave it off
was deafening. Barnhill said,
“People in Fairhope didn’t
want it back.”

He said Mac Walcott told
him of a substance that was
available to seal the blocks,
and the architect helped

Barnhill by designing a plan
for renovating the structure
to its 1916 appearance.

The roofline cornice was
rebuilt, impact-resistant win-
dows were added and nostal-
gic signage was replicated.
The pharmacy was again
ready to face the elements, as
well as the competition from
chain drugstores.

“While I was in college, 1
made a decision to go into
pharmacy,” Barnhill said. He
was attending Auburn
University at the time, and
realized his credits would
easily transfer into the pro-
gram where many of his
friends were enrolled.

Although the switch from
the university’s school of sci-
ence meant three more years
of study than he planned,
Barnhill said it set up a good
running joke.

“I sometimes tell people I
wanted to go into farming,
and they (Auburn adminis-
trators) thought I said phar-
macy,” he said with a laugh,
because he never really
intended to become a farmer.

- Auburn is, however, well-

known as an agricultural
institution. f

The drugstore has become
somewhat of an institution
itself. Barnhill said, “Fairhope
Pharmacy has been good to
me because the people of
Fairhope and the surround-
ing area keep coming. Despite
the competition, good old peo-

SEE PHARMACY, PAGE 19
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city’s incorporation

Photographs courtesy of Ben Barnhill

Prescriptions have been dispensed at the site of Fairhope
Pharmacy since 1896. The current owner, Ben Bamhill, pur-
chased the business in 1959 and the property in 1972. The
black and white photo above shows the store, located at the cor-
ner of Fairhope Avenue and Section Street. Above, Bamnhill, an
Aubum University graduate, gives quality service to Alabama
fan Jim Diegmann during the 1989 Christmas season.
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Museum design helps tell the story of Falrhope

By Mike Odom

Staff Writer
modom @gulfcoastnewspapers.com

The Fairhope Museum of
History, located in the heart
of the city’s downtown, makes
a strong and clear statement
about the importance of his-
torical preservation efforts
and of looking with vision
and creativity toward the
future.

The new museum, sched-
uled to open April, 5 and esti-
mated to cost $1.5 million
when completed, also pre-
sents the first-time visitor
with a historical choice:

Do you enter through the
front doors on Section Street
into the restored City Hall
complex originally construct-
ed in 1928, or from the back
doors on Bancroft Street into
the building’s stunning new
two-story wing on a more
imaginative journey to
Fairhope circa 1908, the year
it was incorporated.

Which building door to
enter is rarely a monumental
decision, but this time it’s
worth knowing your options.

The Section Street
entrance gives you the expe-
rience of actually being in the
city’s first official municipal
building, that place where
Fairhope mayors, chiefs of
police and city clerks shared
crowded ground-floor offices
during the early- and mid-
20th century.

But the Bancroft Street
entrance puts you in the
shoes of the city’s earliest
residents and visitors, 1mag1—

Fairhope’s Newest
Lunch Spot

Soups ¢ Salads
Sandwiches * Wraps
Pita Pizza * Desserts

All made from
scratch!

Mon - Sat
11-3

50 S. Church Street Unit D
; Fairhope, AL :
251.990.0294

natively looking through
their eyes as they arrived by
ship and bay steamer at the
main entrance to the young
town, the Fairhope wharf,
built shortly after the town’s
founders settled here in 1894.
“Everybody knows that
Fairhope is a special and
unique place,” said longtime
Fairhope resident Dean
Mosher, gpaartist specializing
in histor{® murals of the
area and vice president of the
Fairhope Single Tax Corp.,
which teamed up with the
city of Fairhope to split the

cost of byilding the new
museum. “This place is to tell
that story.” e

Once the ongoing con-
struction of the building’s
interior is finished in time for
the April grand opening, the
Fairhope Museum of History
promises to be a dazzling
blend of 1920s-era Spanish
stucco and modern architec-
tural styles with soaring 20-
foot-tall floor-to-ceiling win-
dows. There will also be a
park in back with a fountain
and sculpture.

“People had been giving us
objects and documents for
years,” said museum director
Donnie Barrett, who was vol-
unteer curator for 15 years at
the tiny city museum on the
Faulkner State Community
College campus. “But we just

Mike Odom/Staff Photo

Entering the new Fairhope Museum of History via the Bancroft Street portal offers visitors
a chance to get a glimpse of Fairhope as it was in 1894, the colony’s founding year.

didn’t have the space, we we
were also hidden over there.
That important work and his-
tory is now getting some day-

light.”

The meticulous restoration
of the original building, com-
bined with a contemporary

two-story addition, where
existing historical artifacts

SEE MUSEUM, PAGE 16

WORKING FOR YOU FROM OUR STEPS TO YOURS...

19452 Scem_c Hwy 98
Fairhope, AL 36532

251-928-2149

R THE DAUPHIN DIFFERENCE

559 North Section St.
Fairhope, AL 36532

DAUPHIN REAI_TY
of Baldwin County

.DauphmRealty com

""-'251"92;8;*2109
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‘Organic School set

By D. Fran Morley

Contributing Writer
for the city of Fairhope

Founded as a social and
economic experiment,
Fairhope has attracted inter-
esting and educated people
from around the world since
its earliest days. Even when
the town was nothing more
than dirt streets and a few
scattered businesses, it had
something special that drew
people to it. Helen Porter
Dyson, who has lived in
Fairhope for most of her 100
years, believes that it was
Marietta Johnson’s School of
Organic Education that made
the difference.

“The fact that there was
the Single Tax Colony was
important, but it was the
school and the work that
Mrs. Johnson was doing in
education that really made
the town what it was. In
those early days and for
decades to come, everything
in Fairhope centered around
the Organic School.”

Mrs. Dyson first arrived in
Fairhope as a 7-year-old on a
business trip with her father,
a civil engineer from
Kentucky. She frequently
traveled with him on busi-
ness, and it was one of her
childish whims that brought
them to the new town of

Fairhope.

“I loved riding the train and
eating in the dining car, she
recalled. “I told him that I
wanted to do that again, so he
said he would look for a place
we could go where he could bid
on a job. Eventually, he discov-
ered that Fairhope was taking
bids on utility work. We took
the train to Mobile, and then a
bay boat to Fairhope, which
was about the only way to get
here then.”

Mrs. Dyson remembers

_ being impressed by the tall

pine trees, something she came
to associate with the area, but
her father wasn’t overly
impressed with the town when
they first arrived. “He thought
it was the most poverty-strick-
en town he’'d ever seen,” she
said, noting the poor conditions
of the community founded by
highminded colonists fewer
than 20 years before.

But what the town was
lacking in material goods, it
apparently made up for in
other more important ways.
“We stayed because my father
was impressed with what
Marietta Johnson was doing
with her school. The town
was very forward thinking. It
was an interesting time in
Fairhope.”

The school set the atmos-
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the atmosphere for Fairhope’
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Photo by D. Fran Morley

Helen Porter Dyson reflects on her life in Fairhope. Born in 1908, the longtime resident
will celebrate her 100th birthday during the city’s centennial year.

them. And it wasn’t an
unusual thing; we always had
someone interesting visiting

on.” Today, Mrs. Dyson recalls
many famous people who
passed through Fairhope. “Of
course, when I was a child, I
didn’t pay much attention to

phere for the town, Mrs.
Dyson said. “So many people
came here because of their
interest in the school. There

was always something going SEE DYSON, PAGE 17
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MUSEUM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

are displayed amid creative
new exhibits, will make a trip
to the museum an education-
al, but inspirational, voyage
through the small scenic
town created as a utopian
experiment.

“When they look down on
this, they will get the feel of
what the wharf boathouse
was like,” Barrett said, point-
ing from the second-floor bal-
cony, which also overlooks a
replica of the People’s
Railroad that carried people
and freight from the wharf
up the hill into downtown
Fairhope. “Dean (Mosher) had
the foresight to have this
wonderful giant space here.”

But the historical preser-
vation of the original build-
ing, with the creation of a
modern museum, might not
have happened.

“It’s a lot easier to bull-
doze old buildings,” said Gary
Cowles, who grew up in
Fairhope and was the main
engineer on the project. “Had
we destroyed it, we could
never have gotten that histo-
ry back. It was constructed
with a lot of blood, sweat and
tears.”

The creation of the new
museum is reminiscent of the
way Fairhope itself was envi-
sioned and built by a few ide-
alistic people from Iowa, who
searched the country for a
place to build a city based on
the “single tax” philosophy of
economist Henry George. He
believed that land, not capital
or labor, should be taxed, and
Fairhope’s first residents also
put a premium on setting
aside property for parks and
other public places.

Mosher said that vision of
the city’s founders is still evi-
dent in Fairhope’s network of
green space and open vistas
— not blocked by high-rise
condominiums — and the
museum was designed with
that spirit in mind, to reflect
the founder’s ideals of preser-
vation and planning for the
future.

“So many people drive
through here and notice this
charming town,” Barrett said.
“But they don’t realize how
much planning went into
making it what it is.”

Although Fairhope was
founded in 1894 and incorpo-
rated as a municipality in
1908, the city did not build
its first City Hall until 1927,
with construction finished a
year later. During the first 20
years, the City Council met in

Donnie Barrett, director of the Fairhope Museum of
History, stands next to one of the new exhibits being read-
ied for the museum’s grand opening.

the upstairs of a school build-
ing now a park at the corner
of Church and Morphy
streets.

The first City Hall was a
2,300-square-foot building
constructed by Oswalt
Forester and sons, using local
materials Such as the famous
Clay City block, made in
large kilns a few miles east
on Fish River.

“There are very few of the

buildings left built by those
guys,” Cowles said. “You can’t
find craftsmanship like that
any more. I'm very grateful
that we could put it back to
its original look.”

Cowles said that he was
invited to visit the original
building about two years ago
by Mosher and Larry
Thomas, the president of the
FSTC, to determine what it
would take to save the struc-

T Sanotuary Salon

10-D S. Church Street « Fairhope, AL 36532

251990 « 4779

www.thesanctuarysalon.net

Centennial Special:
Highlight, shampoo, cut & style $85.00

Mikd Odom/Staff Photo

Mike Odom/Staff Photo

The Section Street entrance of the Fairhope Museum of
History allows visitors to glimpse what City Hall was like in

" the late 1920s and ‘30s.

ture that had stood vacant
for a few years.

“Certainly, it had some
deterioration,” he said. “But
we felt like it could be
restored, utilized and brought
up to today’s building codes.
So, we brought in an architec-
ture firm we had worked
with in the past.”

Cummings Architecture
Corp. from Mobile designed
the new building with the
input of Mosher, Cowles,
Barrett, and a few others,
creating a 5,500-square-foot
building overall.

So, let’s say you do decide
to enter from Section Street,
wanting to see the original
building up close and save
that more imaginative jour-
ney back in time at Fairhope
wharf for the end.

Leaving the mayor’s office,
a few steps will bring you to
the the fire truck bay, where
a gleaming 1935 fire engine
is on display. Going upstairs,
you will walk the same steps

traveled by many others on
their way to the original City
Council chambers and fire
chief’s office. Downstairs
again, you can do time in the
old jail block, see the graffiti
etched in the walls, and think
about the history those walls
encompass.

The new Fairhope
Museum of History was
designed to give you a dra-
matic experience and histori-
cal understanding of the
town and city: to learn about
the place where Fairhope’s
first government employees
got their work done, and how
and why the town with the
memorable name came to be.

You'll probably want to
come more than once.

The Fairhope Museum of
History is scheduled to open
Saturday, April 5. After that,
it will be open 9 a.m. to 5
p.-m. Monday through
Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 5
p-m. on Sunday. Visits to the
museum are free.

YOUR PRIVATE CASTLE WITH BREAKFAST!

DEAN & PAGAN
MOSHER
OWNERS

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL

(251) 928-4347

WWW.FAIRHOPESSTORYBOOKGUESTHOUSE.COM
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CALLING ALL CENTENARIANS

The Fairhope Courier would like to honor
all Fairhope community residents who will
mark their 100th or 100th-plus birthday dur-
ing the city of Fairhope’s centennial year.

In our next centennial special tabloid,
which will be published in June 2008, we will
run a photo and a bit of information on éach

individual who turns in a picture and bio- °
graphical information by May 30.

Please send your submission to: Fairhope
Courier Editor, 325 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope,
AL 35432; or by e-mail to: courier@gulfcoast-
newspapers.com.

For more information, call 928-2321.

DYSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

in Fairhope.”

Then, as now, people from
all over the world came to
Fairhope. But instead of
arriving as tourists or vaca-
tioning snowbirds, people
came to study the town and
learn from Mrs. Johnson and
her school.

“We always had people
observing in our classrooms.
In fact, Mrs. Johnson called it
a ‘demonstration’ school. She
traveled around the world
promoting her ideas on teach-
ing, and she invited people
that she met to come to
Fairhope to see the school. I
remember having teachers
visiting from Germany,
Spain, England and other
places. The teachers came to
study and observe at the
school, but some of them
stayed to teach here. For a
small town, Fairhope was
very cosmopolitan because of
all these influences.”

Throughout her schooling,
Mrs. Dyson spent September
through May in Fairhope and
summers back in Kentucky.
After graduating in 1926, she
left Fairhope to attend college

Helen Porter Dyson as a
young woman

in Florida, but she returned
to Fairhope a few years later
to once again study at the
Organic School — this time,
to train as a teacher.

“I always wanted to teach,
and it was wonderful to learn
from Mrs. Johnson. She lec-
tured on her theories and
methods, but she also placed
us in classrooms with teach-
ers, so we were able to learn

from their experience.”

Mrs. Dyson went on to
teach what the Organic
School called First Life (6-
and 7-year-olds) for many
years. In 1934, she married
her childhood sweetheart,
Sam Dyson, and the couple
raised their family in
Fairhope as the town grew
and changed around them.

“Of course change is
inevitable. But there’s always
been something special about
Fairhope. There’s always been
a certain charm. It’s different
today than it was years ago,
but it’s still a charming place
to live.”

Commenting on a popular
expression, Mrs. Dyson said
she doesn’t know what
“makes Fairhope Fairhope.”
She laughed, “You hear peo-
ple say that, and I don’t know
what that means, and I’'m not
sure they do either. It proba-
bly means different things to
different people. My husband
always said this was the
‘biggest small town in the
world,” and it still is. You can
travel around the world and
meet people who have heard
of Fairhope. It’s always been
that way.”

Congratulations to the City of Fairhope for 100 Years !

Fairhope United Methodist Church

155 S. Section St.

Fairhope, AL 36532

251-928-1148

Sunday Worship Services
8:30, 9:40, 10:55 and The Gathering 10:55
Learn more about FUMC @ www.fairhopeumc.org
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Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Sue Cade

Financial Advisor

405 Johnson Ave.
Fairhope, AL 36532

Bus. 251-928-7559
Toll-free fax 888-259-2923
Toll-free 800-926-7559
suecade@edwardsjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

By Appointment Only

FURNITURE DAMAGE?

WE REPAIR, REFURBISH, RESTORE
ALL TYPES OF FURNITURE . o

On-site in-home repairs, touch-up & assembly

Pick up and delivery for shop work
Rate dependent on mileage

Cane and rush repair
Call or fax your request today

Sdouthern Furniture Specialists, LLC
Fairhope, Alabama

Tender loving care for your antique furniture

1-888-473-7552
Fax: 1-251-929-1760

Enjoy Beautiful Swsety ow av Private Pier
Private Suites with balconies overlooking the Bay
Continental Breakfast served in your suite

-. 557 N. Mobile St.
- Fairhope, AL 36532

251.928.9725

www.awayatthebay.com

Members of the Bed & Breakfast Assoc. of Alabama
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Wharf
update

Fhe April 3, 1908
=airhope Courier
eported that “The

1ew wharf is progress-
ng rapidly, and if lum-
er can be secured -
apidly enough, will be
inished in a few days.
lhe barge is also
1earing completion.”

e o

Photo courtesy of the Slosson Family Collection

Wendy Pierce

Attorney at Law

Social Security
& Elder Law

Representing the disabled & elderly and protect-
ing your financial and legal interests.

140 S. Section St., Fairhope
928-1499

No representation is made that the quality of legal services
to be performed is greater than that of other lawyers

TSRS E e .

.....................

Old Tyme Feed
& Garden Supply, Inc.

“I am very proud to be
a part of Fairhope!”

According to Cecil, “Old Fashioned Value and Friendly
Service never grow old.” That is the principle on which
the business was founded 20 years ago.

A few of the items you will find
at Old Tyme Feed are:
* A complete line of fertilizers for flowers & lawns
* Garden Center stocked with seasonal bedding plants,
shrubs & fruit trees
* Wire by the foot
* Bird seed by the pound
* Feed

CECIL CHRISTENBERRY, OWNER

i 19580 Greeno Rd. (251)928-1156 Fairhope, AL )
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Photo courtesy of B Barnhil

This picture of the inside of Fairhope Pharmacy was taken in October 1929. The identify
of the man seated on a stool is not positive, but some think it is Nathaniel Mershon.

PHARMACY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ple keep on coming.” ;

Barnhill said the business’
bottom line has grown every
year despite steep competi-
tion from a myriad of chain
pharmacies on Greeno Road.

“We have tremendous
tourist business at the
Christmas shop (a branch of
the pharmacy located next
door),” Barnhill said. The
drugstore also profits from its
own large gift collection, a
longtime staple of mom and
pop operations.

-~ French Quarter!

Nine Unique Shops * Panini Pete’s Cafe
Locally Owned » Personal Service

328 De La Mare
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9
o™ 100 Years s,
Lorena @‘9 o Fran Faust
Gregorius 6&8’& Slade
Cell: 251.454.9879 Cell: 251.604.0312

BROTHERS
INC

N

214 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope, AL. 36532

EASTERN SHORE
ART CENTER

Celebrating 54 years of visual

arts on the Gulf Coast.

401 Oak Street ~- Downtown Fairhope
(251)928-2228 - www.esartcenter.com

Barnhill has also helped
the store thrive by maintain-
ing an old-fashioned level of
service, sometimes coming
down in the middle of the
night to fill an emergency

. prescription.

There were pharmacists
on call when the drugstore
was closed for the recent
Christmas and New Year’s
Day holidays, and Barnhill
said they were summoned by
people who had run out of
their medications.

“They have that good feel-

uondes °s o

ing. They know they can
always get into Fairhope
Pharmacy,” he said.

Barnhill is mostly retired
now, but he still pops into the
pharmacy once a day to check
on things.

Just as the pharmacy
stands as a testament to
Fairhope’s longevity, Barnhill
also represents the kind of
shopkeeper who has helped
make the city become so
attractive to visitors from
around the world.

<Lairhope A

Physical Thera
> Sermg Inc.

Patrick Garofano, PT.
Jill Vancamp, M.S.P.T.
Traye McGehee, M.A., A.T.C.

Increase strength and mobility
Decrease pain

YOU HAVE A CHOICE

Tell your physician you choose

Fairhope Physical Therapy

243 S. Greeno Rd.,(behind Pizza Huty Fairhope
251-928-3909 « Fax 928-3984

Now Offering a Complimentary
Hot Breakfast Bar

Located on Business 98 & Middle Street,
just south of Thomas Hospital

251-928-9191
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OPINION FROM THE PAST

Sheila Propp/Staff Photo

No cows, hogs or goats were in sight when this recent photograph was taken at the
intersection of Summit Street and Fairhope Avenue.

The Cow Bell in Disgrace

Editor’s Note: This letter to
the editor was published in
the May 22, 1908 Fairhope
Courier.

The intersection of
Summit Street and Fairhope
Avenue seems to be the
favorite picnic place for a
herd of nondescript piney
woods cattle which is bent
upon giving us a “Bell
Chorus” during the still
hours of the night. Not alone
at night but during the day
they are a nuisance, and woe
to anyone leaving a gate ajar.
It seems to one on the fence,
that a little civic pride of the
owner of this nuisance, would

suggest to him the undesir-
ability of pasturing a herd of
hungry half-fed cattle on the
streets of our town.

‘There is a hope that our
new mayor will have this
thing stopped, when he
ascends the throne. A few
more such rural scenes in our
pretty little town will aid
greatly to dispel that agree-
able first impression, which
we are trying so hard to cre-
ate in the minds of our visi-
tors.

The hog nuisance seems to
have been suspended for the
present, the goats are also
held in leash to some extent;

but these horned and belled
critters are still with us until
the owner takes the hint
from a mass meeting called
for his benefit by some of the
citizens mostly afflicted or
other means adopted to make
him “think some.”

Knowing your fair mind-
edness, and to give everyone
a “square deal” when it comes
to abating a nuisance so
detrimental to Fairhope and
its appearance, we ask for’
your kind indulgence and
permit us this space to air
our grievance.

By one who is tired of this
“Bell Nuisance”

Celebrating birthdays is our specialty~
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA!

MARSHALL D. SHOEMAKER, M.D. P.C.

Obstetrics/Gynecology/Incontinence Surgery

Board Certified

188 Hospital Drive, Suite 304 e Fairhope, AL 36532 ¢ Phone: 251.990.1950 * 250.990.1951

x
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Round the C ot

396 Fairhope Ave.
Fairhope, AL 36532
251-928-8822
1-800-848-3247

CAR INSURANCE WITH PERSONAL
SERVICE. NO EXTRA CHARGE.

Tim Simmonds, Agent

22787 US Highway 98

Fairhope, AL 36532

Bus: 251-928-1400
tim.simmonds.bysh@statefarm.com

STATE FARM

INSUIANC%

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
State Farm Mutuai Automabite Insirance Compeany » State Farm Indemnity Company

POA0203 05405 Bloemington, iL ¢ statefarm com®

CT2ECLLESLCE

our one-gf-a-kind "boutique" garden center

Preast’s

-Petals & Pottery

8263 Gayfer Avenue Ext ~ Fairhope, Alabama

251.928.6073
Open Mon.-8at. 8:00-5:00
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OPINION FROM THE PAST

Sketch by Eleanore Harpe

This pencil drawing by Eleanore Harpe depicts one of the early
church buildings built by members of the Twin Beech A.M.E. Zion
church south of Fairhope.

Twin Beech Sunday School Celebrates

Editor’s Note: This letter to the editor was published in the
April 24, 1908 Fairhope Courier.

The Easter program of the Twin Beech A.M.E. Zion
Sunday school was a grand affair. The very entertaining and
well-rendered program was under the direction of the capable
teacher of the school.

Above all worthy of notice among our people is their phe-
nomenal awakening and revival of interest in educational
improvement.

Mr. Powell of Fairhope delivered a fine address on Sunday
night, full of logic and of sympathy for our people and their
efforts. It was received with much enthusiasm and encour-
aged our people greatly.

I hope the time may come when our people can and will
unite their efforts and accept the policy of equal rights to all,
presented by Mr. Powell and held by others of our friends.

Yours truly,
J.B. Carter, teacher, Battles School

CONGRATULATIONS FAIRHOPE
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

GREER’S

—_— ., 0000
Fairhope Warket
R

SINCE 1919
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Hartmann, Blackmon & Kilgore, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

Our team of accountants and consultants are ready to guide you.
It's not just'about taking care of your books and taxes, we help
develop ideas and strategies to make your business top of the line.

* Business Development & Analysis

* Technology Development

* Valuation Services

* Employee Benefit Programs

* Tax and Financial Planning

* Retirement & Estate Planning

* Business Financial Management

* Accounting & Tax

806 N. Section St.
Fairhope, AL
(251) 928-2443

311 Sowell St.
Brewton, AL
(251) 867-3801

6475 Van Buren St. 112 W. Section Ave.
Daphne, AL Foley, AL
(251) 626-0846 (251) 943-5499

www.hbkcpas.com
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New Fairhope home owner

The March 20, 1908 Fairhope Courier reported that Dr.
and Mrs. Slosson purchased Mr. Mogg’s residence, locat-
ed at the intersection of Magnolia Avenue and Bayview, on
March 19 and expected to take possession around April
15. Mr. Mogg built the house, which was considered in that
day the most beautiful home in the town. It was further
reported that Mogg would spend the summer on Lake
Geneva. Apparantly, the Slossons moved to Fairhope a bit
later, as the April 24 Courier reported that Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Johnson entertained a number of their friends at
dinner last Sunday in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Slosson of
Silverhill, who intend to make Fairhope their future home.

Congratulations
Fairhope

e
Inc.

Growing with Fairhope Since 1989

928-1003 ' 505 N. Section St.

WINTER EDITION

WAL*MART

ALWAYS LOW PRICES.

10040 County Rd. 48 Fairhope, AL 36533
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Photo courtesy of the Slosson Family Collection

A day at the beach park

“The newly organized Beach Improvement Association has
done most excellent work on improving beach park,” it was
reported in the June 6, 1908 Fairhope Courier. J.M. Pilcher
was in charge of the work. “An abundance of substantial
heavy tables with seats attached have been provided for
dinner parties. It is also planned to fix a number of the
abounding springs with concrete tile curbings so as to fur-
nish an abundance of clean pure water; and if funds suffi-
cient can be secured, to put up a shelter pavilion north of
the Alabama City gully, to afford shelter in case of storm.”

Congratulations /

Rappy 100°#
Binthday /

' FAIRHOPE HARDWARE, INC.
| AVENUE
337 FAIRHOPE AVENUE = —p )

FAIRHOPE, AL 36532 HAROWARE
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429\ \pAMS HOMES...
—

Thank you, Baldwin County, for a GREAT 2007!
Best Wishes for a Peaceful & Prosperous New Year

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO BUY!!

30-Year
Fixed Rate

*4.875%

On many of our
homes in several
Adams
communities

Models Open Daily
Monday - Friday 12-5 ¢ Saturday 10-5 * Sunday 1-5
Visit an Adams community in Baldwin County to learn more about
our exciting New VALUE ADDED Features.

We pay most closing costs when financing through one of our preferred lenders.

Choose a beautiful new Adams House, Ready to move in & make it your own!

1 Brookside - Daphne
251-625-0601 prices from $159,900
Rileywood - Daphne
251-626-2720 prices from $245,900

Bay Branch Estates - Daphne
251-626-1150 prices from $24 ,650

Bay Branch Villas - Daphne

Miller’s Crossing - Fairhope
L1
251-990-6197 prices from $169,900

2 v Plantation at Magnolia River - Foley
251-965-61401 1I)Jrlices from $209,900

3 13 Magnolia lace - Fole
251-965-6401 prices from $144,900

| 1 Ashford Park - Foley

251-626-1150 prices from $165,900 251-943-6064 prices from $169,900

5 Lakeland Estates - Loxle 15 Miflin Manor - Foley

251-964-2161 prices from $1§’7,900 251-943-6492 prices from $222,900

Lakeland - Loxley 16 Willow Lake - Foley

6 2510642161 prices from $157,900

Hollowbrook - Fairhope

1 251-929-0065 prices from 3166,900

Huntington Woods - Fairho

8 251000-6107 prices from $172,900

Harvest Meadows - Loxle ~
' 251-964-8096 prices from‘$131,900
0 Copperwood - Foley -

’ 251-965-6401 prices from $169,900

251-943-6064 prices from $168,900
1] Woodmont - coming Soon, 251-625-0601
Rolling Meadows - Daphne
18 251-625-0136 prices from $515,900
19 Southhampton - New Folzy Patio Community
1251-943-6095 prices from $1 8,900
, 2“ Parish Lakes & Iberville Square - Foley
' 251-943-1067 prices from $140,000 ,
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Your Degree is

-

& h ® ' h ,
within reacn.
Call (251) 928-8133 or visit
www.southalabama.edu for more information.

BACHELOR’S DEGREES:

Adult Degree Program
Business Administration
Communications,
Public Relations Track
Criminal Justice
Elementary Education

Nursing

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

10 N. Summit Street

Fairhope, AL 36532

Phone: (251) 928-8133
www.southalabama.edu/USABC
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FIRST COUNCIL
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 7
@

COUNCIL TAKES ACTION Mayors of Falrhope by

The first meeting of the
g e A w 1. Dr. H.S. Greeno 1908-1912 0 S
Monday, June 8, 1908, at 2 :
p.m., ir? Woodman Hall over _2. Joseph F. Johnson 1912-1914 SINCE 1946
the Mershon store. The oath ) . < :
of office was administered by 3. Adolph 0. Berglin 1914-1916 The South’s Finest Specialty Shop
G.W. Wood, notary public.

bThe council elected P.Y. 4. Mike A. Bowen 1916-1918
Albright as clerk and J.
Bellangee as treasurer. They < 5 Celebr ate
also established the following 2 W!"!am plesudn . ik . s
committees: Ordinances, 6. William Call | Fair hope S
Pilalk it loman and 7. Issac M. Galbraith 1922-1926 v
Albright, with power to ; Centennlal
employ counsel; finance com- 8. Manly Felix Northrop 1926-1934 :
mittee, Nichols, Mershon and _
Lawrence; committee to con- 9. Howard Ruge 1934-1948
fer with Single Tax Corp. In
regard to use of the school 48-1954
il andtninnort olitiia 10. T.J. (Anthony) Klumpp 1948-195
school, Mayor Greeno and N.
geien. Moyon reend A0 11. Edward B. Overton 19541960 a e
confer with the STC and
other land owners in regard 12 Joe SChneIder 1960'1 964
to conveyance of streets, 25% - 75% OFF
parks, etc., Coleman and 13. R.C. (Richard) Macon 1964-1972 :
Jawrence. on select merchandise

The council set their next 14. James P. Nix 1972-2000
meeting for Monday, June 15,
7:30 p.m. when they elected 15. Timothy Kant 2000-present
George R. Cain as town mar-
shall and authorized him to
charge the same fees as the
deputy sheriff in similar * Following his election in 1918, Mayor Mcintosh became
cases. The mayor was empow- ill. City Councilman William Call was appointed to fill the
ered and instructed to raise office. He served for a time and resigned. City Councilman
funds for immediate and Issac M. Galbraith was then appointed mayor. He served
pressing needs and to issue the remainder of Mclntosh’s term, then entered the next
town warrants “in such mayoral race and was duly elected.
denominations as he may Source: Donnie Barrett, Fairhope Museum of History director
deem expedient, not exceed-

ing $300.” The committee on
ordinances was given further
time to report.

At the June 22 meeting,
Elliott G. Rickarby of Mobile

was selected as the town’s
attorney and The Central
Trust Co. of Mobile designat-
ed as the town depository.

The council voted to pay $4 a
month for the use of
Woodman Hall as Council
Chamber.

20 Years in Healthcare on the Eastern Shoe

Dr. John L. Stump, DC, Ph.D., Ed4d.D
Dianne B. Allen-Stump, A.C.T., CEO

Laura K. Oglesby, D.O.M.

Acupuncture Physician,
Chinese Herbs, Women’s Health

Michael R. Allen, D.O.M.

Acupuncture Physician,
Chinese Herbs, Sports Injury

Office hours by appointment Monday-Friday

315 Magnolia Ave., Fairhope, Alabama + 251-990-8188 ;

www.alternative-concepts.com

Join us at the

American Legion Post 199

~ 700 S. Mobile St. in Fairhope
- where the PUBLIC IS ALWAYS WELCOME!

Friday Suppers - 5-8 pm. $5-8
Fridays - OPEN GUITAR JAM 7 until
Tuesdays — LADIES NIGHT Drink Specials 5-8
Sunday — CASUAL SUPPERS 4 until.
Light meals and refreshments in the
Post Bar, on the deck or at the TIKI BAR.

A great end to the WEEKEND!

The American Legion Post 199 (928-9132) is
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
from 3-11 pm daily. Open Sat & Sun @ 1 pm.
Hall & Beach Rentals Available
Check it out! www.AmericanLegion199.com
Thanks for supporting our troops & the American Legion.

~ i~ ot s s s

Special Offer to IRAQ veterans:
Join the Legion and receive special sign up bonus
and 50% dues discount.
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City will plant 100
trees during 2008

Submitted by Sherry
Sullivan

The city of
Fairhope has com-
mitted to planting
more than 100 long-
lived trees as part of
its centennial cele-
bration.

During the cur-
rent winter-spring
planting season,
trees will be planted
in prominent loca-
tions in parks and
on other public
lands. The Fairhope
Tree Committee and
the Fairhope
Horticulture
Department are
leading the project.

Private residents,
businesses and institutions
are encouraged to participate
by contributing money.

Tree species included are
ones that typically live a cen-
tury or longer: live oak
seedlings from the famous
Jury Oak at Historic
Blakeley State Park, sand
live oak, post oak, turkey oak,
white oak, swamp chestnut
oak, blackgum, Tupelo, lon-
gleaf pine, mockernut hicko-
ry, bald cypress, pond cypress,
Atlantic white cedar,
Southern red cedar, flatwoods
plum, ironwood and others.

Plantings are being done
at Knoll Park, the Fairhope
campus of Faulkner State
Community College, Fairhope
beach park, Founder’s Park,
along South Mobile Street,
along North Section Street
and Bayou Avenue adjacent
to the school grounds, adja-

CENTENNIAL TREE §

FAIRHOPE
PROJECT

Centennial medallion design that will be
placed on the memorial trees.

cent to the public library and
museum grounds and other
locations.

Trees will be marked with
a special Centennial
Medallion, and participants
will be given certificates
acknowledging their support.
The memorial will be placed
on the back of the medallion.

Memorial trees may be
purchased for $50. Checks
should be made payable to
the City of Fairhope Tree
Fund and mailed to: P.O.
Drawer 429, Fairhope, AL
36533, ATTN: Jennifer Fidler.

The Single Tax Corp. and
the Wisteria Garden Club
have already donated money
toward the plantings. Other
groups interested in con-
tributing-should contact
Fidler (928-8003) or Tree
Committee Chairman Tom
Ellis (990-6049).

WINTER EDITION
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Baptist Church Of Fairhope

www faithbaptistfairh ope.org

Dr. Tim Patrick, Pastor

Campus Address:
17176 Greeno Rd South Fairhope, AL 36532

Office & Mailina Address:
8105 Co. Rd. 32 Fairhope, AL 36532

251.990.4442 (Office) 251.990.4449 (Fax)

(2 Miles South of Fairhope Highschool at the Corner of Hwy 98 & Co Rd 32)

SUNDAY

9:00am.................... Life Bible Study
IGISam........o.cviviiveinann. ... Worship
A0 P Lo e v irve s AWANA
445pm ................ Home Small Groups

WEDNESDAY

6:30pm...........Jr. High Student Worship
6:30pm................Home Prayer Groups
7:30pm............8r. High Student Worship

Sharing Life and Purpose with
- Jur Community |
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 Brush with
“the Past

Submitted
The Eastern Shore Art Center will commemorate
Fairhopes Centennial with a special exhibition in April
entitled “A Brush With the Past.”
Local artists, including amateurs, professionals and
students, will decorate a series of 3-by-5-foot plywood
- panels with scenes from Fairhope’s past based on pho-
tographs supplied by the Fairhope Single Tax Corp. The
exhibit will make its debut at the ESAC ArtWalk, sched-
uled for Friday, April 4, 6 p.m.
After the exhibit closes at the Art Center, the panels
- will be hung around the city for the remainder of the
centennial year and will then be donated to the perma-
nent collection of the new Fairhope Historical Museum.
~ The Art Center is located at 401 Oak Ave. For more
information, call 928-2228.

Photo courtesy of the city of Fairhope

Centennial banners up

Electric Department employee Caleb Northan hangs
centennial banners as Fairhope celebrates 100
years.The banners were designed by Centennial
Committee member Rebekah Webb with the Eastern
Shore Art Center.

..... L I T R O L S SRR S R A T T S S
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have an opportunity to
explore the museum and take
in all the exhibits that show-
case the Fairhope area from
the Colonial era to the pre-
sent, Barrett said.

Other attractions, Sullivan
said, will include music by
local musicians on the plaza,
folk dancers, and the
Dogwood Trail Maids will be
in attendance. “And there will
be hands-on activities for
children,” Barrett said adding
that the museum wants to
have exhibits and activities
that encourage school field
trips.

Museum tours will be
given throughout the day.

Representatives from the
Fairhope Single Tax
Association will give presen-
tations on single tax theory
and Fairhope earliest settlers
at 10:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.,
in the Town Hall Room on
the second floor of the muse-
um.
Fairhope resident Flo
Schneider will tell the story
of her grandfather, Clendell
Lefevre Coleman, who served
on the first Colony Council in
1894, at 10:45 a.m., in the
Town Hall Room.

Other activities will take
place at the plaza, the open
area between the museum
and the new public library.
The family of the late Craig
Sheldon will be present to

Craig Sheldon

unveil the Stephen Spears
sculpture of Fairhope’s noted
artist. This will take place at
10 a.m.

Family ntembers will tell
stories about his contribution
to the town and about his
remarkable life throughout
the day at the plaza.

The Fairhope Public
Library will host historical
storytelling that day, and a
display of historical books on
Fairhope will be exhibited
during the entire month of
April, Sullivan said.

In addition to student folk
dancer performances at the
museum, Maggie Mosteller
Timbes will be in the muse-
um telling the story of

Marietta Johnson, Fairhope’s
well-known Organic School
educator.

“The plaza was conceptu-
alized as a green space to
provide connectivity between
the museum, Fairhope
Welcome Center and public
library,” Sullivan said.

Tour buses are using the
turn-around drive on the
Bancroft side of the museum
as a drop-off point, “so the
plaza is a central gateway to
the city for visitors and is
designed to make a positive
and attractive impression of
our city,” Sullivan said.

INCORPORATION DAY

The last major centennial
event for the year will be the
Incorporation Day Concert by
the Baldwin Pops, which will
be held April 25, 6:30 p.m., at
Henry George Park. “The con-
cert program will feature
some special music in tribute
to the event,” Sullivan said.

Due to the municipal elec-
tion, subsequent centennial
tributes for the remainder of
the year will be more subtle,
Sulllivan said, but include
special activities during the
Fourth of July and Lighting
of the Trees, to name a cou-
ple. More details will be pub-
lished as they become avail-
able.

Artist’s work

...................

s o0l :
Fairhope Courier file photo

‘circles’ FSCC campus

Craig Sheldon’s tribute to the return of the brown pelican has been on display for every-
one’s enjoyment on the front lawn of the Fairhope campus of Faulkner State Community
College. The late artist will be honored during the city’s centennial celebration.

Caoaen e
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_Fairhope Single Tax Corporation Executive Council






