


October 3, 1935,

s

Rev. C.A.Keenig, P.0.Box338 “eguin, Texas.
Dear Siri-

Our mutual friend, W.W. De Wolf, of Chicago writes
me that he has interegted you in our town and vants thet I should
rite you, which I toke %leasura in dping. Heﬁprobably h-d no print=
ed matter about the Single Tax as applied at Fairhope and as th t
ie one of the unusual things about tie place--tine original rea ou

for its setbdewsnt iu facl, T take pleasure in sending you =one

Under anotner cover I take pleasure in sending you an
address made by Henry Gedrge, the great apostle of the soveuent,
as reprinted ia tue (Yngressional Record at the instance of a fel-
the prescitatatHoB:SRIYT(6.2%.8 BPROT.0 uboperenn Lo st S 1100
islation, but the writer and others over 40 yeara aco, conceived
the idea than an sgproach at leas', to it might “e made, by buying
cheap land some~here and offering parcels of =ame to thosz 1lling
to contract to pay in rent th: value attaching to land because of
the coming together of papple upon it and the u=e of tho rental to
a0 far as might be, 1ift from the iwprovers the t:xee upon their
industry an? enterprise.

In n history of the Colony which I am aleo sending,
ani copy of lesase ~ontr ot further details of the plan ars given.
We hope it will comwend itsslf to you.

A® for climate, heslthfulness and beauty of location,

we believs Fairhopo cannot bs exzcellsd and so I balieve, ir. De
"olf has assured you.

; We shall be glad to hear further frow vou, if our pol-
~dcy meets your approval. One of the firet advantages necoaxing to

a2 prospector is that there is no purch-se price for sites.-In ap-
lyings to the Colony for 2 site desired the reguiremmnt ig only %
that the applicsnt & half years rent at the rated rental we thus
hag his ¢ gh availahle for building. If he de-ls with one who hog
improve ! proparty to dispoce, the conesiderstion should "2 bas d on=-
on the value of the improvements.

Hoping to hzar further f(rom you, #ost “ineere}y yours

SCoratory.



Chieago, Ill., Osteber 1, 1535,

Mr. B, B. Gaston,
The Fairhepe Ceurier,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mro Gasten:

I have talked se mueh abeut the goed points ef your
woenderful tewn (Fairhope) te my friends sinee my return frem there abeut
eighteen months age that seme of them are passing the good news aleng.
While I was out of the eity about twe weeks age one of my neighbers
received a visit frem & friend new living in Texas. The friend, & minister
of the gespel about ready te retirs, became very much interssted in what
he was teld about Fairhepe snd would like te get more informetion. I knew
of ne one better qualified to ghve the desired information than yourself.
I would sensider it & favor if you will write the Reve Co Aec Keenig, P. O.
Box 383, Seguin, Texes, and tell him about yeur tewn; what he sould buy
or rent a small place for, alse about the sost ef living and anything else
that you may think ef that would interest a couple that desire te retire
and spend the rest ef their days in eemferte.

Thanking yeu in advanse fer your seurtesy, and heping te be
able to again wvisit Fairhope, I remain,

Very truly yeurs,
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Mrs. Jasper Keesling, : |
R Newcastle, Pa. e

Dear Maiam:- R

: oty

: ‘ [ o
Your lasttar of 10th %as reached me and as I am sec- !

retary of the Fairhope Single Tax Colony, las well as publisiar 0
of the Courier it reachesd the right party ;

5 Pote that your fathuﬁ and mothey, with whom I ave

been in corraspondence have 1ninin1 to Fairhope t@ live,

and you wish to know about the school facilities. I am glad to

say they are extraordinarily géod-at any rats for thés section-- |

and many paople come here from long distances to put their dhil~

dron in our *School of Organic qucat on.¥ "
Neither the Public pchool r\;ﬁﬁ\Or anic Sohool :

chargas tuition to people actually remjdent here, though the Or-

ganic School charges a considerable t 'tion. to lehildren just

hora for the echool.

- AR TR TR L AR T

I a= not advised of an Whu asg.naretakcr of [
a placo. but think you could ;xcbabl X : QIaxn:Q /
able terme. Just nov our far wn in 'the mouth® i

oduce this
planting after
ly, as you probably

having had to take very lov prices f
epring and now needing raln very badly
truck, eto--~but we are promised rain.
know w@ have abun‘lant rainfall here.

It might B be a goo! iisa for you to place a saall
ad in the Fairhope Courier, inquiring for such a p110$ a8 you have
1“ 'nind‘ » 3

Hoping to ses you here ere long, with vOUr\yarenthQ

I remoaber havin had several letters froam your fabhurk
’ A s o g \.

Vary sincerzly yours, ‘

Sacret ry.
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July 9,183

&

George Karr
719 Qakwood Blvd.,
Cnicago, Ill.

Dear %irie

Obedisnt to your rzguest-~pleare pafidon delaye-we are
seniire you sose print2d satt er recarding our M"Colon®, wilch we

hope will glve the xfar infor:ation desired.
The requirement for taking up residence in the Col-
ony is very simpla, =g 1t 1is slaply = land adminlietering organe

ization, conducting no industries on! emploving none axcept
those who may be needed in the simple administration.

To take up land of the Corporation it ée only necessar;
t¢ select un an unus~d lot or acrsage and make applicaton on ‘
form of which a copy is mailed you, with the rent as rated for
gix months, There i= no purchase price and one need not become
a meater of the Single Tax Corporation. To becons the latter re-
quires the payment of a sewbership fes of 2100 and acoeptance
efter exaination to determine one's understanding of and sym-
pathy, but a non-meber hss all the financial benefit that a mem=
ber hisg .

We .hope you will find our printed matter interestil rg.

Included 48 a copy of the local paper, (publishe

|

vy the writer individually.)
Hope to ear forthar from you.

Yours vary sincersly,

@écret&ry'



—

Nov. 23, 1930

Henry Knipper, .
596 Mohawk S%.,
Columbus, Ohio.

Dear Sir:-

\

Yourse received. We do not have at the moment just what
we should have by way of literature, but I am sending copy of
constituion and of application for land and lease, of whioch it
becomes a pars, and something more which will be of help in un=-
derstanding our proposition.

It cost %100 to become & member and ond.must'bc examined

and accepted; but one can lease land of the corporation, without
becoming & member and have all the economic advantages of the

_Colony. Sse clauvses four and five of the lease.
Shall-hope to hear'fﬂrther from yau.‘
, | Yougs very truly
THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORP'W

4 s By \\
Secretary.

™
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/ ' March 17, 1830

James P. Kohler,
Congress Hotel and Apartmentis,
Miapi, Fla.

‘Dear Mr. Kohlers:-

I have received with pleasure yours of l4th, r-l-
ative to your desire to visit Fairhope on your return north from
Fd&nﬂbﬁg_and that you would, if desired, give us a talfon the
out look and our present business depression and what should be
done further our cause.

We would be delighted to have you visit Fairhope and
assure you that at our hotels, The Colonial Inn or The Falrhope
Hotel, you would find excellent accommodations for a short or
long stay. I am mailing you a copy of the Fairhope Courler, in
which I have marked their advertisements. Chas. O'Connor Hennessy
and Mr . Polak stopped at the Inn and enjoyed it cery much.

It would give us great pleasure to have a talk
from you on the subject you maxe mentioned. We have our Fairhope
Forum, meeting on Sunday afternoons at 3:30, which has a very
fair attendance and would be glad to arrange a hearing for you,
if convenient to be here on a Sunday afternoon. If not with a
little notice, we could arrange an evening meeting.

Hoping to hear from you at an early date, with
definite announcement of the time when we might expect you.

Yours most sincerely,

Secretary.

P.S. Ve ry shy of printed matter about Fairhope, but am en-
closing af address I made at Chicago in September, 1938, and copy
of our form of lease and application.



South Mandelle Hall
Mount Holyoke College
South Hadley, lEsse.

September 28, 1934

Town Clerk

Fairhope, Alabaua

Dear Sir:
I understand that Fairhope is & single tax town. I am very much inter-

x and should like

g\:

in the problem of the application of the single tas

LiT

£

este
to discover how this method of taxation works in the places in which

appropriation by the state of the econcnic rent of the land hes really been
vut into effect.

I should be very grateful to you if you would supply me with infermation
concerning the working out of this system of taxation in Fairhope. If you
possibly can tell me, I should also like to know the names of other places
in which this princinle of taxation has been avplied and to whom I should
write for data concerning these towns.

11 not cause you any inconvenience.

I sincerely hope that this wi
82

>
o

Yours very truly,

Mada Isll-



Maida Kolo,
So. Mandelle Hall ;
Mount Holyoake, Coilape, : ; , /

- South Hadley, Mass. ; , : ;>/

Dear Madami=

Your desire for informatio n about the Single Tax,

- ag applied at Pair ope 1s before me and I take pleaaure in respond-

1ngo
{

I am aorry however, to have to tell you at the outsat

that this 1s not a governmental project, but a private corporation,

trying to make as perfect and application of the Georglem idead;
ag nmay be within the framework of the state;theough the power give
en by land ownarship. :

1 think I can parhaps give you the 1ofornﬂtion desired
beat by sending you so«e of our printed matter. I as eznding 1in
another wranner, a brief History of the "Single Tax Colony" as we
eall 1t; An address by myselfat a Henry Ceorge Congrese® 'at Chi-
eago, in 1898, which 1robab1y better pressnts the hoves and plane
of the founlers and what they feésl thay are entitle’? to claim as

resulte of the same, than anything elee availabia, I also include

a copy of our form of lease, ~ith appliﬂrtion for land becoming ' :
a part of the land monzract. '

N

. I hopa this raacues you aafely and will yield jou
the information desired. By way of dssericiion of ¥ 1s soition

I inolude a folder "The 'IT' Count.: of Alabama.® . : o

Yours very sincerely,

Secretary,



101 East St. Marys Street,
Decatur, Michigan,
February 18, 1933.

Secretary,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,

Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

Will you kindly send me information
pertaining to lots and land about which
you advertise in The Fairhope Courier.

Thanking you,

Yours very truly,

£,

E. W. Krausgrill.



darch 11,1733

E.M.Krausgill, , ’
101 East St. Marys Btrees,
Decatur, Michigsn.

Dear Sirvim

I fezr that yours of Feb .18 nas fails ' of at-
tention, for which I apologize.

Réplying t y@ur request for iInforcaticn boutl:
the land which our corporation would gay that we _ave lots in
Tova ranginw from §10 & year/annval rent , up to lote in the
bueiness reaction runcing dp/ to $100 a.d mure, according to
location and size, cho ce ‘ropidecte lots on the bay front

running around $75, say ?5&}3? ft.

Land in the gountry ran fror around £3.50
at the town lisite /down to il an acre.

P
o
Q
&
’;f?

'Tn@ Cor oravion ha$ usually only unimproved land
to lsase, bhut oc cawlﬂx»lly has 4im veamsnte shich it has nad

i
/ s

Just what/would you probably vz interestad in?
, |
Yours very truly,
LI
S |
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Enpzﬁﬁei a copy of our iwr&'ak'aﬁplication for l%md.
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Dac. 13,1933,

Mr. Joseph Krug,
P.0.Boc 33,
Covington, La.

Dear Sir:-

Yours to postmaster has been handed me and I hasten to
respond. I am mailisg you litersture which I think will best ace
guaint you with the Colony plane, in addition to which I may say
that the Colonv is still going on carrying out its original plans
through handicapped as all communities are, whether proce-ding orn
ugsual lines or enleavoring to carry out lmproved methode, by the
great gensral depression from vhich the whole country suffers.

We feel that our ideas if generally applied would have
prevented such a debacle, but it is too much to expect an app li=-
cation on so small a scale, of the most perfect plans to keep
off the 111 effects of oll, establis’e? wrongs.,

. 'Wa have what is recdgnizel as one of the most delight
1 communities for & home to be fo nd anywhere. Our Colony has
plenty of lote for rent under ite terms--which require no purchas
price and under which the rent is used to pay taxes upon the |
improvesents and personal property of las=ees, as well as on the!
land-~the latter being paid directly by the corporation. We alse
have coneii2rable land in the c¢ountry available for rent at mxany
as low as £1.00 an acre and ranging from that up to about #2.50,
lhccording to nearness to Town. (%3.50 at the town limit, but we
have nons not under lease that close in.

We have a few good bargains in lands somewhat improve
which have come back to us by inability of lessees to pay reAnt,
which could be had a bargains. , %

Shall be glad to hear from you ftrther =4,

Yours very truly,

Secretary.
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Deo. 28,1933,

-Joseph Krug.

P.0O«.Box 32,
Covington, La.

Dear Mr. Krugi-

: " Yours ot 236th at hand and I take pleasure in advise-
ing you of what in my judgment is the-very et opening that
can be found 1in or near our town. st

g L
: That 18 a place about three miles out, improved years.
ago, at an expense of over #30,000, by a Teaas lawyer, for a

“atock farm, but whieh, after various vicissitudes, can be had

for a few hundred dollars.

The e #as originally 130 acree in the tract, now
reduced to 80, but the structures are on & 20 and it ¢ n be
with thie 70, or 40 or & 80, as desired--no advantage under
our plan of rolding more land than good use can be made of.

‘ The improvemants coneist of clearing of about 30 aex
acres, a big tiles rooled, cemsnt floored barn, two reinfor ced

concrete silos, ‘hog-iouse and silk-house of same concrete

and tile constru stion, houss five or eix rooms, a part in pret-
ty mxo feir conditior, with galv. iron roof, big porch, in
front, rear part wit,. flat composition roof--not flat but elight
piteh, and lesks some, fencing, well, chicken house, ete.

Tre site of the buildings ie a very prest. one, at
tic top of a gentle, rise of meveral nundred faet, fine drainage
gets blesze Dbreezes from all rirections. This part of the Jand
is rather sandy and not having been kept up by groming of lsgumes
s@ews poor, but by proper traatmermt can he brought back. Tnere 1is
on the land, on tho 'O east of the one I have just referred to )
kas a pond on it which ‘s very rarely dry and affords vater for
ocattle in onature. j -

I enclose a diagram, showing how the lacd lays with

.regard to the 1mprovements,

: Improveme ts and all is now in our hands a.d can be
sold and will be for but a fraction ol thelf real valie of the
improvements. I note you are in the sastern part of your state,
I1f you are «t all interected in this maktarx place I strongly







X |

April 4, 1931

~ Steve Landers,
Highland Honme, Ala.

Dear Sir:=-

Our Mayor hsas juet hanied to ue yours of March 3lat
to him and we hasten to supply your desire for inforsation
‘about the Sin-'le Tex as applisd here. We understani he has
written you ani probably advise! that the town 18 unier the
general las of the state with regard to taxation.

OQur®Colony® is an effort to carry out the Sincrle Tax idea
as far as possible under existing las It 1s a privae corporation
but a non-stock, non-profit one. It holds the title to something
over 4,000 acrss of land, including » consideraile portion of the
Town of Pairhope anl other land adjacent, vhich it leasc=s out
to inii 1duals desirirg i1te use, undsr lcase contracts which pro«
vide that they eshall pay the full annual rental value of the land
from year to year, but the Colonv corpor tion, agreeing to take
off of them the taxes upon their improvements and personal Prop=-
erty-~the Sinvle Tax idea being that t.e only or at any rfate
first source of public revenue should be the value attaching to
land because of the presence of population.

7e are s:niing you printed mstter which we hone will
make the general proposition clear to you. Included is a re- :
print from the Qongrescional Record of years ago, giving a state-
ment by Henry George, the great apostle of tie Single Tax, on :
°The Bingle Tax, What It is and Why We Urge It®, a copy of a 1it-'
ile fodder, entitled *"Whome Land?® which tells an entertaining
story and in the consluding pages answers the question and ex-
plains the Colony proposition. Also is includ =d %he condensed
"Lani Questéon® by Mr. George. : 4

Our Colony is now in ite 37¢h ycar. _Starting in about
36 yecars ago, in the wildest place along the Eustern Shore, be-
tween Dapnhne, then the County Seat and Point Clear, it has out-
grown all near-by torns; is now the largest town in the county
and, accordiing to the U.S. Censur figures, gr2v more rapidly ‘etweéen
1820 and 1930 than any other town in the etate, with poulation in
- 1930 6f between 800 and 1500. As mo-t of the population of the
town and nearly all the businesses ‘are on our land, ve claim much of
the crefiit for this growth to our poliey. .

Any other information desired will be gladly furnished.

Yours very sincerely
FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAZ CORPORATION,
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Dec. 10,1837,

Gordon lLatbntiarm,
Syeamors, Ala,

Doar Sirie Sl :

) . We are gisd to learn by yours of 4th, o
23t in thiz part of Alabsoa,, and d28ire to know
recarding the workxiaga of our Colony. :

For ita information sbout tha'cbiint.ry in anéral § :
ag sending you o pamphlit entitled "The It County of Aladama.®

: For a simple eap }..s.mezt‘io‘f:ﬁ_'o.t our Colony plim i an sehd
in: you a iittle felder entitled "hoss Land® You will find

vour inters
mething alss

that it prasente our lisse with repard to lani, by first telling _: ‘

a elsvar iittle ntory, and then sxplaining how ve apply those
1de~s to existing oconditions. I envlose also a ocopy of our sp=-
plication for land, which gives & vary good idea of our prin=
clpie and ruis. ; s :
3 ] X {
: 4m mendirng in sdditlon n reprint ‘row sha Congressiom
&l Becord "The Single Tax, Whet It Is and Why Ve Urge It," a
staterent by the greatest apostls of the Siangls Tax philoscphy.

" The Colony ati 15. heg AR itthhnd,a fé'r lese conaide

erabla land, practically all of which 38 without any lmprova=

ments, but thers le slwave orportunity ih eeoure lsprovesantis,
by purchase from the ownesyr of the ssse and socurdny tharewith a
transfer of nis leaseright to the landi

The Colony'e rent is hesed on uniseg:.roved soniltion
ranging from about £3.30 an more 2 yesr at the Jown 1linit, to
as low as a dollar farther out. ‘ g

: . hers 18, or was s few Jaya ago, the mdet favorable
orporuinity I Kmow of, to securs an fmproved placé .40 = cpe
lezashol’, only 4§ ~iles Trom the canter of towm, wilh good
read, right on =zail and sohool dus routef gool yplsee, Of land
livehl: house of fhras or four roome, ®ith screemnsd poreh, twe

. «p threa ‘arns, and chioken~houe~s same, gool veil, with pump,

grovn’ yraotioally sll oleered a ' d in cultivation, scae fruit,
It was offered to clona wp estate for £23%0, which would have
to be ewshs Can you not rum dovm snd look over the} Colony?

Yours very truly, . |







July 20, 1935,

Miss Rubye Lesdeen,
Box. 215, Alabama Collaga,
Montev=llo, 4la,

Dear Uises Ledeen:-

I am sorry that yours of July 6th, s misplced.
zmdh Am %lvaya % ﬁd to g:v information about Fﬁl?*OP?. Tou
¢all, howaver or much more than I am able o give

I suggest for o start--f£f that you get 2 copy of
the History of Baliwin County, publisred a few years ago
the Baldwin County Historie=l qccietv and which can be obh=
taine i of thg F%wrhonh Pharm cy=-=-Dr. maqan’ Drugstore=-at
Fairhooe, far 75 cents.

I think I will 'ave to confine n contribution to
information about Fairbowa and am sending you printed matter
in another wraprer, which I hope will be of s rvice to you.

The Baldwin Times Bay Minatte, has iarued several
historical =ditions, of which thaey prjuah}v have surplus cop
ies left, and I suggesﬁ you write them for such.

. Hoping from onz source snd another you will got
the Inforvation desired, I au,

Yours most sincerely,

I am sugrestine to the secrztary of thz School

of Organie Education, that she send you m-tter.







, Dec. 12, 1938

Glenn Lee, . :
164" Martindale Ave. S ¥ - : ; 2

Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dear ir:-

Your favor of 5th h-s leen deliver=zd to nre, because
é! illness of our Chamber of Commerce secret:ry and my we ll=known
interest in our city and surroundiing country. In addition to be-

~ ing the .editor and publisher of the Fairhope Courier, I am also
secretary of the Fairhope S8ingle Tax Corporation,

I am delighted to learn oLk g intersst aroused by read-
ing the Courisr and am taking pla re in forwarding for the in-
formation of yoursalf and '8 interaste? the fOIIQW1ng‘ )
’a&’pamphlct iasued by the Chﬁnber of Conrnerce
—.of Single Tax Colcny. '

. = s &jr!hs ty nyself, at Chicags, Octoter, 19 -8 :
; ~Caveral c0p1ea of "The Single Tax, What It is and =
% £ (,w~" ¥hy We Urfge It" (Poprint from Cong. Record.)
: G ®The 'IT' County of Alabama.® Reprint from Railroad Em—
: ployes lsgazine. :
FProm Fairhope Courier of lar. ”6 1936,
*Some Pald-in County History, True Tales of
Bursted Booms.® With 'Comnarison of Cening ve
: Leasing-. i )
Merbert Quick, on 'Raal Troub e With the Farmers.®
: ; Cong. Recosd.
b , P .. Form of application for land, of Single Tax Corp.

4
e
o
e
w
o
M

i? : ' I think when vou g=t through with these you will have a
e preety fair idea of what we are doing and hoping for here. If any
~ further information is needad cwl] pn me.

iy sreoial intera % ﬁq 1n the Single Tax application
-here, but ther- is plenty of 13 ad hére to be had on the usual plan,
and we will be glad to nave thpsa ‘who prafer that plan come an1
help build wp the community. HQplng to hear further from you,

P 5 [

= : \ : 1 Yours wﬁ:ry ! incerely, : 1L

3 \ o
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W. B.LEEDY. CHAIRMAN OF BOARD THOMAS N.BEACH, PRESIDENT

ESTABLISHED 1887

Mre Be Be G&Ston’
Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Alabams..

Dear Mr. Gaston:=

I thank you very much for the marked copy of your pa-
per containing the article about women on juries.

You have never told me just how you stand on the Ini-
tiative, Referendum and Recalle This bill has besn introduced in the Sen-
ate by Dre L. A, Waaver of lauderdale, and will be introduced in the House,
probably this week, by Represemtative Ehiohester, of Jeffersone The Ini-
tlative is really the most important measure that could be passed, restor-
ing State, county and city govermments to the hands of the people and break-
ing up politiecal rings.

If you can consistently support the Initiative, Ref-
ersndum and Recall I would appreciate your writing an editorial asking
your citizens to immediately write Govermor Graves, requesting him to get
behind these measures to allow the people themselves to decide the ques=-
tion at the polls,

I expect to be down on the coast fishing this year,
although the depression has cut out my uswl trips for the last three
years, and if I do, I will ceetainly come by and maks your acquaintance.

Thanking you for your co-operation, I am,

Yours very truly,

W. B. LEEDY
P. 0. BOX 2272,
WBL/MB. Birmingham, Alabamae

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY



June 4, 1975.

¥r. W.B.Llesezdy,
Birwinzham, Ala.

Near Yr. Leedyt=-

T received yours of May “oth, under firszt-
clasg postage, and read same with much interest.

I was surpri-:i however that vou thought I had
mpaver told me just how you stand on the Initiative, Referen-
Aum =2nd Recall.® ’

I ar mailing you a copy ¢of the last iss=ua of the
Fairhopa Courisr and invite your sttention to the matter at
left hand of the firet page. :

This or & similar statement has appeared on the
Couri=rs head for morz thsn 40 yaars.

These measures have te n i
Fairhops Single Tax Corporation for the
Sse article vi foot of page 6, for initiat
and on next page Sec. 3 of =n.e Article,p
of officers .

n the Cornstitution of the
aama length of time.
ive and referenduuy
ravides for recall

I am pleased with your suggestion of "akznx coxzing
W o tha coast thie sumer and int aticn if you do to visit
irhope. certainky nhope you will do so. We have guch in
won and 1 am suré our peopls: would be glad to be betser

Sincerely yours,

F.B.Gagton,



Jan3e, 1835
Mr. W.B.Leedy,
113 No, 3lst 8%.,
Birmi ngham, Ala.

NDesr Sir:-

I acknowladge receirt of yours of 33%/shand am quoting
in ths Courier of this week, what you had to s&y by way of alleg=-
e@d correction of erroneaus statesent in articls én Courier of
17¢. : : e
I am sopry I was not able to gvie more space to matters
presented in your letter and publication, copy of which you maile
ed me. Notwithstanding my inability to agree with you on reveral
matters of public policy I am impressed wik the general progres-
siveness of your views and the public sprit with which you are .
endeavoring to nress them uron the attention of your fedlémsciti-
zens of the state. :

: I am taking ple=sure in enclosing a copy of = statement
by Henry George, on "The Single Tax, What It Is and Why We lrge
It" as republisied in the Conwressional Record years ago also a

. reviaw by a prombnent Qingletaxer of a lately publishod work:

"100 Years of Land Gam:ling," both of which I hope you ecan find
time to read. :

I am sending you a copy of my paper of the 17th.

Yours Very Truly,







W. B.LEEDY, CHAIRMAN OF BOARD i ; & THOMAS N.BEACH, PRESIDENT

ESTABLISHED 1887 .

Mr. Barnest B. Gaston, Editor,
Fai rhope Courier, :
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:=-

Referring to my letter to you yesterday, in
vh ich I requested that you correct an erromeous article in your
paper, will you kindly send me a copy of the paper in which this
correctioh appears for my filess

Thenking you, I am,

Yours very truly,

W. B. LEEDY,
P. 0. BOX 2272,
WBL/AB. Birmingham, Alebeme.

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY



W. B.LEEDY, CHAIRMAN OF BOARD THOMAS N.BEACH, PRESIDENT

ESTABLISHED 1887

Januvary 24, 1935,

Mr. Earnest B. Gaston, Editor,
Fairhope Conrier,
Fairhope, Alabama,

Dear Sirs=

I eppreciate very much your sending me copy of
your issue of January 17th, particularly because of the fact that it
gives me an opportunity to correct an erroneous impression that may
have been created in the minds of your readers, and I will ask that
you correct this,

First, I wish to say that I am not a ]awyer and
in no way commnected with the legal profession,

Second, I am not being backed by the Real Estate
Board nor have I asked them "bo endorse any part of my program, in fact,
when I started this work I stopped attending meetings of *the Real Es=
tate Board fearing the impression might be created that they were spon-

soring my works

I vant to call your particular attention to the
paragraph marked on page 44 of the enclosed booklet, also the article
mekled on page 40,

Our firm does a general real estate, rental and
insurance business, and on January lst we began our 49th year, and I
do think I know something about the inequality of the btax burden placed
on the ad valorem tax payers and the motoristse. There are over two
million people in Alabama who do not contribute one dime towards the
support of the State, County or City government but derive all of the
benefits therefroms

ALL POLITICAL POWER OF THIS STATE AND ITS SUBDI=
VISI ONS IS INHERENT IN THE PEOPLE AND ALL GOVERNMENT THEREIN IS FOUND=-
ED ON THEIR AUTHORITY. The politicians fill the air with oratory, set-
ting forth this fact but they fight every measure that temds to carry
out this promises This is my reason for fighting for the passage of
the Initiative, Referendum and Rgcall, as they are the only measures
that will place government in the hands of the peoples they are the
only measures that will break up political rings, stop graft and cor=-
ruption and the oriminal waste in spending of public fundse. I wish
to say here and now, that I would gladly give up every suggestion
contained in this booklet in order to have these laws placed in our
Constitution, for with these, the people will be able to do what the
ma jority pleases, when they please and how they please,

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY



Earnest B, Gaston, Ho. 2,
Janwary 24, 1935,

As to a sales tax, I am unalberably opposed to it
in any shape, form or fashion, unless there is a proportionate reduction
in all taxes, licenses and privileges, not just in the reduction of the
ad valorem taxe

As you know, & sales tax can be arbitrarily placed
on the people by a legislative act, and this tax is going to be assessed
in addition to the present tax burden unless the people rise up now, and
in no uncertain terms, tell their respective Senators and Representatives
that there must be a reduction in all tax burdens, if the sales tax is
pessed.

I wish to call your attention to the Modern Tax
System, suggestion 23 on page 444 of the booklets While it is true
that the badis of this system is a sales tax, this cennot be arbitra-
rily place on the people without their consent, in other words, it
takes a majorlty vote of the qualified electors to introduce this sys-
tem, but I firmly believe when the general public is made aware of the
benefits to be derived to all the people under this system, they will
vote for it. Before explaining the system to you I wish to eall your
attention to this fact: :

Y"Rogardless of promises to the contrary, Governor
Graves camot possibly earry out his platform unless more money is obe
tained, not only through the legalizing of wines, beer and liquor, but
by assessing a sales tax unless additional funds are obtained through
economy , and tha t can only be dome by reducing and consolidating some
85 state departments into 10 or 15 departments, by abolishing the fee
system throughout the State and a reorganization of both county and
city governmentses The county and city mamnager plan is the most up to
date and satisfactory system that could be installede™

In Jefferson Counbty, & consolidation of county
and city government and the installation of the county manager form of
government, would mean a saving of over $2,000,000,00 per ennum, and
with the installation of county and city manager form of government
in all counties and incorporated towns and cities, together with the
saving to be made in the operation of the State, will mean a $25,000,000,00
reduction in expenses. Along the line of state consolidation, the State
Tax Commission, which cost over $15,000,00 for the month of December,
1932, and the State Board of Administration, which cost over $29,000.00 for
the same month, could be abolished and their duties placed under the control
of the State Comptroller, where they rightfuldy belonge

There are meny benefits to be derived under this
Modern System of Taxation:

lst - The present income tax is to'be retained,
only exempting such items from its operations as are covered under this plan.

2nd=- It abolishes all license and privilege taxes
and in lieu thereof, assesses a profit tax which creates a wide margin of
difference in the amount paid by the little fellow and the big merchant in
the same line dof business.

3rd= It places real estate on an income bearing basis
by providing a minimum property tax plus an additiomal tax on improvements
and an additional tax on ammuel rental, In other words, if there are three



Barnest B. Gaston, Noe 3,
Janvary 24, 1935.

adjoining lots in your City, assessed at the same figure, one being unim-
proved, one being improved by having a vacant building thereon and the other
being impro ved and rentedj; for illustration we will say that the minimum btax
on land on all three lots is $100,00, and the improvements on the remaining
two lots are assessed at the identical value and an additional tax of $100,00
added for these improvemembs, and the third is remted for $2400,00 per year,
and taxed an additional 5% on the remtal income or $120,00, then the vacant
lot would pay a tax of $100,00, the lot and vacant building, a tax of $200,00
and the lot with the occupied building, a tax of $32000, I am against abol=~
ishing the ad valorem tax entirely, as real estate should bear its share of
the tax burden.

4th = With the installation of this system, a homestead

exemption of $2,500,00 could be given the first year and approximately a 25% . v

reduction in other ad valorem taxes and this could be further reduced not less
than 5% each year until the ad valorem taxes reach a reasonable amount and the
homestead exemption reaches the desired figuree. It could be done more rapidly
but we must establish a sinking fund and arrange for the reduction of our debtse
When this is done, we can increase the homestead exemption to any amount de-
sired or we can exempt from taxation any dwelling or farm of 160 acres occu=-
pied by the owner, exclusively as a residence for his immediate family, whether
it is valued at $100600 or $100,000600¢ In other words, the people will be
assured that never again will the State of Alabama confiscate another home

for taxes.

5th « One saving that will no doubt, appéalto a majori-
ty of our citizens, we are now paying a threecent tax on a fifteen cent pack
of cigarettes, four cents on a twenty cent pack and five cents on a twenty-
five cent packe Under this plan, the tax on the first will be elimimated,
the second reduced to one cent and the third to two centse

On Janmary 10th, at the request of Hobile citizens,I
made & talk in that City, explaining the advambages of the Initiative, Ref-
erendum and Recall, this system of taxation and also offered some suggestions
as to reduction in state, county and city expenses. I might add that I paid
my own expense in making this trip. .

A careful study will not reveal a single measure advoca-
ted that will benefit a particular class bub general measures for the bemefit
of the whole people. If these 24 suggestions were adépted and honestly ad-
ministered ,we could pay the debts of our county, state and city govermments
within a ten year periode

In 1932, the gross debt of Alabeme and its political
subdivisions, less sinking fund assets set aside for that purpose,was over
$210,000,000,00, over £82,000,000,00 state, over $45,000,000,00 county and
over $82,000,000,00 for towns and cities with a population of 2500 and over.
In other words, the averagedébt of Alabama citizens was {7875 per persons
Our annual interest bill has &bout reached one-~half of our annual income,
and on one item alone, a State bond issue of §8,500,00000 we have paid over
$19,000,000,00 in intereste The only desire of the politicians is to add
to our bonded indebtedness and pay the interest, making no provision for re-
ducing the debt « They do.not care, all they desire is Yo spend the money
and let future generations "get out of the hole™ as best they cane



Earnest B. Gaston, Noe 4,
Fanuvary 24, 1935.

I do not belong to any organization, I am not asking for a con-
tribution and do not intend to do so. I want nothings When my Iimited finan-
cial means are exhausted I will have to discontinue my work, but I sent this
booklet out with the hope of arousing the people to the seriousness of the sit«
vation and show them a way to save themselves, which they must do, as they can-
not depend on politicians to do anything.

I repeat again, unless the people rise up now and emphatically state
that they widl not stand for a sales tax in addition to their present tax burdens,
it is going to be imposed, and this must be done by mass meetings throughout the
entire state, between now and the time the legislature re-convenes.

If you can get up a worth-while meeting and will let me kmow
several days in advance, I will be glad to come down and discuss the Initiative,
Referendum & Recall, the lModern Tax System, or any other suggestions covered in
this booklet that you people desire, and I will pay my own expensess 1 am not
asking or expecting your people to contribute a dime. If you should desire to-
have this meeting, and could give some publicity to it in Robertsdale and Foley,
I fedl sure some of their citizens would attende.

I will ep preciate your correcting, in your next issue,of the

Courier, my stand on a sales tax and that I am absolubely opposed to a sales
tax in any shape, form or fashion, unless it #s used in connection with this
system of taxation, or until the state, its counties and cities have reduced
operating expenses to the lowest possible figure, without impeiring efficiency.
When this is done and we find that enough savings camnot be accomplished to
assure a nine months school term in the public elementary and high skhool, for
the reduction of the debt, for a homestead exemption of mnot less than $5,000,00
and old age pension, then I will vote for a sales tax. :

With the proper reduction in expenses and operating our govern-
ment on an up to date business basis, the present revenue of our state, its
counties and cities is now suffieient to do these things,

Hoping that I have made myself clear and trusting you will give
the correstion the same prominent space in which you placed your article and as-
suring you that my one desire is to help all the people correct the evils that
now exist, I am,

Yours very truly,

We B. LEEDY; A,
P. 0. BOX 2272,
WBLAiBe Birminghem, Alebeme.



W. B.LEEDY, CHAIRMAN OF BOARD THOMAS N.BEACH, PRESIDENT
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Dec. 15, 1934.

Dear Sir:

I hope you will pardon my acknowledgement of ycur communica—
tion in the form of a circular letter. The exr:nse has already been so
heavy I am trying to save both time and mocneye I desire also to get
the "records straight” and to eorrect any wrong impression that may bte
in your mind.

I have teen referred to in the dailv press as President of
the newly formed Alabama Taxpayers' Association. As yet there is n> auch
organization, and I have no desire to be President, Trezsurer cr to hold
any office. I am simply presenting this rlan to the people Wecause
the Tennessee Taxpayers! Association has been so successfula

I hope asscciations will be formed in each town and city, by
the pacrle of their respective communities, that these units will later
Pe consolidated into Ccunty Organizations and that eventually the Ala—~
bPama Taxpayers! Asscoiation will result from a merger of these Countv
Unitse :

I am NOT asking for CONTRIBUTICNS, just want the peorle to
- form their OWN organizations, elect their CWN officers, colisct and spend
their OWN FUNIS.

Upon a few days advanee nctice, I will be glad to visit any:
community (paying my cwn expense) if my services will be of walus In ad-
dressing 2 meeting of citizens, or in helping them to form en orzaniza—
tion for their FROTECTICN and BETTERMENT. I WANT NOTHING:

I am only trying to show the people there is NO NECESSITY
for a TAX INORE4ASE ——— we can pay our debts and keep cur scheols open on
" the STATE'S FRESENT INCOLE, rrovided the Legisln‘ure will allow us fc
vote on the adoption of the INITIATIVFE, REFEREXTJM and RECALL,

I want to explain more fully the purvcse of the blank form
in the back of the booklet, addressed to the Senastor-Elect; tell your
friendse.

Being fully satisfied in my own mind that the suggestions
advocated by me WILL SCLVE AL'BAMA'S FINANJI*L PROBLTIE,; but having ne
desire to force my PFRSONAL OPINIONS on nthers, I decided to submit the
questicn %o the people, This Tlank contalns twenty-four numtered
spases, one for each suggestion in the form of a2 tallot, so that the
individual could approve ONE cr several suggestions without supporting
the entire programe.

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY
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: It is addressed to the Senator-Elect beccuse he is the nom-
inal head of each Countv's delegation --— I felt the Senstor would e
glad to know the wishes of his constituents.

If each person receilving cne of these b-oklets will chesk the
suggestions of which he approves, mail the slin to hls respective Senator,
I feel sure it will be of some velue to the 1935 Legisleture in prepar—
ing its Legislative prigram.

It SHOULD BE OF SCIE VALUE to know the wishes of 10,000 Alco-
tama citizens whom they were elected to represent ——- nct to IGNORE. LE
YOU will co-operate this much, we will get results; such requests will not
g0 unhguded. Tell wour friends.

PLATFCRMS are scomething a Politician STANDS CN that he thinks
the people will FALL FOR, theref .re it is my desire to have scme way to
RECALL an office holder for the failure to carry out his CAMPAIGN FROM-
ISES, some way to INITIATE znd PASS a law if our Legislature WILL OT,
and to REPEAL a law if they PASS ONE that is obnoxiouse

I went the BAL'*NCE OF POVIR IN THE HANDS OF THE QUALIFIED
VOTERS —-~- NOT IN THE H'NDS CF NNE HUNDRED & FORTY-ONE MEN. ONLY THE
INITIATIVE, THE RTFERENDUM AND THE RYCALL YILL ACCCIPLISH THIS, AS UFLL
AS PLACE CONTRCL OF STATE, COUFT7 AMD CITY GOVERNMENTS IN THE FANDS OF
THE PEOPLE. FIND OUT 7/HY THE PCLITICIANS *RE *CAINST TFEST MEASURTS
AND YNU WILL FIND QUT WHY THE PENPLE SHNULD BE FOR TEEM.

In coneclusicn let me remind rou thet NOTHIFG CAN BE ACCON-
PLISHED except through YOUR FULL CO-~OPERATION end a2 HIGHLY CRC'NIZYD
EPFORT. I am trving to show the wey ——— its [OTUR JNB NNW,

I THANK YOU ———= GOND-BYE AUD GNOD LUCK.

Yours truly,
W. B. Leedr,
P.0.box 2272,
Birminghsm, Ala.
PeSe I have a limited supply of the bocklets om hend if wou desire a

few more coples.
WeBoLa
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The Taxpayers’ Burden
Must Be Reduced
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ALABAMA
TAXPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

Should Be Organized and Control Taken
From the Hands of a Small
Organized Political
Group
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+ + +

A Legislative Program
Suggested
+ + +

A careful study of this booklet is advised as it
contains many things you should know about the
affairs of your State, its Counties and Cities.

+ + +

Without full co-operation and a concerted effort
of the Unorganized Majority nothing can be ac-
complished nor can we expect any relief.

+ + +

Facets Not Theories



To be added to
(Suggestion No. 5)

Uniform Accounting, Annual Audits
And Statements

Last year certain County Officials handling
PUBLIC FUNDS were short in their accounts
$490,000 and the total shortage for the past FOUR
YEARS was nearly THREF MILLION DOL-
LARS.

Due to FAULTY and UNRELIABLE REC-
ORDS it is impossible to check back in many coun-
ties over a period of FIVE YEARS; likewise im-
possible to arrive at the total debt of many coun-
ties.

I would like to know how much of this shortage
was recovered under the “Public Official Bonds”
of the offending Officials.

At the present time officials are permitted to give
PRIVATE BONDS or bonds in REGULAR
AUTHORIZED BONDING COMPANIES.

At one session of the Legislature under Gov.
Miller a bill was introduced providing that bonds
must be furnished in REGULAR AUTHORIZED
BONDING COMPANIES PERMITTED TO DO
BUSINESS UNDER THE INSURANCE LAWS
OF ALABAMA AND UNDER THE SUPER-
VISION OF THE STATE INSURANCE DE-
PARTMENT, but it FAILED TO PASS.

A Dbill should be passed eliminating PRIVATE
INDIVIDUAL BONDS for in many instances it is
impossible to RECOVER under a Private Bond.

A provision should be made that in the event an
Office Holder cannot furnish bond in such a Bond-
ing Company, or the Company furnishing such
bonds makes application to be relieved of liability
under the bond, he is automatically removed from
office. '

Where an applicant is unable to.furnish bond in
a Bonding Company it is because his general repu-
tation in his community is such that he is not
worthy of the trust and he is termed what the com-
panies call a “BAD RISK”.

Bonding Companies furnishing Public Official
Bonds, under terms of their bond, REQUIRE AN
ANNUAL AUDIT — PRIVATE BONDS DO
NOT.

Too much care cannot be taken in PROTECT-
ING PUBLIC FUNDS, therefore it is extremely
important that UNIFORM ACCOUNTING, AN-
NUAL AUDITS AND STATEMENTS be re-
quired from Officials handling PUBLIC FUNDS.



Under the present system of handling these funds,
as officials are NOT REQUIRED TO REPORT
TO THE STATE, it is impossible to ascertain,
WITHOUT A SPECIAL AUDIT AND A GREAT
DEAL OF ANALYTICAL STUDY, if the COR-
RECT AMOUNT has been remitted.

* ok ok ok ok %

NB—To the Newspapers of Alabama:

If you should use any of the information in this
booklet, or make any comments, either adverse or
favorable, won't you do me the favor of mailing
me a copy of your paper? I am very anxious to
get your reaction and that of the public.

W. B. LEEDY,

Birmingham, Ala., P. O. Box No. 2272.
Oct. 25, 1984,
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Loss in Revenue

Last year we lacked approximately $2,500,000 in
having sufficient money to operate our schools, and
for the 1934-35 term, due to a decrease in assess-
ment values, a much larger sum may be required.

The promised decrease in Auto Tags to a mini-
mum of $5.00 and a maximum of $15.00 will con-
servatively mean an average loss of not less than
$5.00 per car, or a total of $950,000 for the 190,000
automobiles.

The ONE CENT temporary gasoline levy of 1931
expires in 1935 and unless continued by the Legis-
lature (as requested by the Association of Probate
Judges and County Commissioners) will mean an
additional revenue loss of about $1,250,000.

I feel I am being ultra-conservative in placing a

figure of only $2,000,000 in the probable loss in-

revenue in the Sixty-Seven Counties due to the de-
crease in assessment values.

A Homestead exemption of $2,000 certainly will
mean a loss of not less than $1,000,000 and interest
on the “McDaniel-Teasley Bonds” will increase the
expense approximately $850,000, and you must also
bear in mind that the entire issue is due in 1938.

If the State Law Enforcement Unit is revived
this will mean an additional HEAVY INCREASE,
but disregarding this Unit we still have a total of
more than NINE MILLION DOLLARS that
must be procured in some manner. This does not
cover all items and the total could easily be in-
creased to TEN MILLION.

You have been promised, among other things, a

7-months school term, Homestead FExemption,
Auto Tag Reduction, no Tax Increase, and the Gov-
ernor-Elect has stated that he is opposed to a
SALES TAX. In spite of promises to the contrary
use your head and figure the answer for yourself—
it is not an intricate problem.

Without a SALES TAX or INCREASING EX-
ISTING TAXES, how can these promises be kept
unless additional funds are procured through a con-
siderable savings in the operation of State, County
and City Governments by RIGID ECONOMY,
REORGANIZATION A N D MODERNIZA-
TION? WITHOUT ECONOMY, WE MUST
HAVE IN THE IMMORTAL WORDS OF ED
PETTUS, “THE ODIUM OF MORE TAXES
AND NEW TAXPAYERS.”

The State Department of Education has already
reported that your schools cannot operate for a full
term during 1934-35 without Federal Aid or MORE
MONEY, the Hon. Bibb Graves has stated they
will be able to operate next term without Federal
Aid and the U. S. Government has notified us what
must be done regarding additional Relief Funds by
the State.
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I do not believe the people will stand for an IN-
CREASE IN EXISTING TAXES therefore more
money (without Fconomy) can only be obtained
through a NEW TAX PLAN. The only field left
open is a SALES TAX, though it may be levied
under some other name and over the protest of
Mr. Graves.

I want to warn you that once a SALES TAX is
levied, WITHOUT A PROPORTIONATE RE-
DUCTION IN EXISTING TAXES there NEVER
WILL BE ANY ECONOMY. The necessity being
removed for ECONOMY, when additional revenue
is needed ANOTHER CENT WILI, BE ADDED
to the Sales Tax by the Legislature just as has been
done with the gasoline tax.

Demand ECONOMY FIRST, then if we find
enough savings cannot be made to meet the emer-
gencies levy a Sales Tax at the LOWEST POS-
SIBLE RATE necessary to meet the deficiency.

Winter will soon be upon us and naturally the
amount needed for RELIEF will be greatly in-
creased. It is time to quit PLAYING POLITICS
and forget SELFISH INTEREST so Alabama can
do her duty to people actually in want. This is a
matter for all classes and creeds and for the Coun-
ties and Cities as well as the State—even Politi-
cians must be included.

Do You Know

The indebtedness of your State, County or City?
Do you know if they have exceeded their LEGAL,
DEBT LIMIT? Do you know just what salary
or FEES your County Officials receive? Do you
know your State had many million dollars, in IL-
LEGAL DEBTS, a part of it contracted by Office
Holders in DIRECT VIOLATION of the State
Constitution and a considerable part of this debt
contracted in spite of your EXPRESSED WISHES

_at the polls?

The voters declined to ratify a 20 MILLION
DOLLAR BOND ISSUE to refund these debts,
the total being approximately $17,000,000. Do you
know the Politicians changed the name and submit-
ted this Bond Issue to you again under the title of
the “McDaniel - Teasley Warrant Amendment”
which you ratified? Many thought they were only
LEGALIZING EXISTING WARRANTS, not
knowing it was just a BOND ISSUE under
ANOTHER NAME.

In a ten year period that your County has re-
ceived more than $435,000 in Gasoline Taxes for
ROADS? Do you know how much of this money
has been used for that purpose and how much, if
any, phals been ILLEGALLY DIVERTED to other
uses!

Isn’t it about time you were making investiga-
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tions for yourself and ascertaining how YOUR
MONEY is being SPENT?

Do you know that the Legislature convenes in
1935 and that unless we grasp this opportunity there
will be FOUR LONG AND WEARY YEARS be-
fore anything can be done unless the Governor will
call a Special Session?

You have recently elected men to represent you
in that body, expecting them to carry out their
Campaign Promises and Your Wishes. I sincerely
believe a majority of these men desire to do so, but
they cannot unless you make your wishes known either
by personal contact, letters or mass meetings with
the proper resolutions.

In the pages to follow I will attempt to explain
several matters that should be called to the atten-
tion of the Governor and the members of both
Houses—matters that are of particular importance
to the rank and file and INDIVIDUAL Citizens of
Alabama, as well as a tentative Legislative Pro-
gram that I know will SOLVE THE PROBLEMS
of our people but not the POLITICIANS.

A copy of this booklet is being sent to the Gov-
ernor-Elect as well as each member of the Senate
and House. Every suggestion is consecutively
numbered (for convenience) to save time. If you
approve any suggestions detach slip in the back of
this booklet, mark with an “X” the desired number
and mail it to your respective Senator. Pass the in-
formation on to your friends and have them do like-
wise—pressure must be brought to bear. This will
take very little time and just a few cents of your
money. WRITE TODAY.

When you consider this booklet is being mailed
to some 10,000 Alabama Citizens in each of the
Sixty-Seven Counties, comprising 419 Towns and
Cities with a combined population of over 1,000,000
(out of a total of 2,267,000) you will realize the la-
bor and expense entailed and the EFFECT 10,000
communications may have on our Law Makers.

Do you want to help in an effort to restore gov-
ernment to the HANDS OF THE PEOPLE, break
up Political Rings, stop Graft, reduce Governmental
Costs and reduce Taxes by cutting the UNNECES-
SARY cost of COUNTY and CITY GOVERN-
MENTS?

A REMEDY FOR MANY EXISTING EVILS
is given in the Suggestions to follow. They will
PROTECT the people of Alabama from the evils
mentioned and will make possible a TAX REDUC-
TION. :

I wish to call your particular attention to Sug-
gestions Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 which, to my mind, are
the MOST IMPORTANT.

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX

v
Tennessee Taxpayers Association

Four years ago this association was formed and
through its efforts and the co-operation of the Gov-
ernor and the Legislature the following results have
been obtained:
1st—State costs have been reduced more than $8,800,000 in
1933.

2nd—The State ad valorem tax of .55¢ in 1919 was reduced
to .08c in 1932.

3rd—The 1931 total Legislative cost was $726,927. In 1933
the Legislature actually expended on itself $103,581,
a savings of $623,927.—the LOWEST Legislative
cost in TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.

4th—Four Executive Salaries were reduced over $34,000
and Seven Executive Departments over $5,500,000.

5th—The cost to the Tennessee Taxpayers Association of
collecting, organizing and presenting the facts
which have influenced these savings has been about
ONE DOLLAR for every ONE HUNDRED
DOLLARS in savings.

6th—On Aug. 1, 1934, this association has made govern-
mental surveys in TWENTY-ONE Counties with
comprehensive reports, including recommendations
for increasing ECONOMY and EFFICIENCY in
conducting the PUBLIC BUSINESS. These sav-
ings recommended—and outlined in practical detail
—have ranged from a few Thousand Dollars per
COUNTY to $150,000 in Knox County (Knoxville)
and $268,700 in Hamilton County (Chattanooga).

7th—In one County the organized Taxpayers Movement
brought about a 3lc REDUCTION in the annual
TAX LEVY.

8th—THE REDUCTION IN TAX RATES IN COUN-
TY TAXES OVER THE ENTIRE STATE
HAS BEEN AN AVERAGE OF TWENTY-
ONE CENTS PER HUNDRED DOLLARS OF
ASSESSED VALUE OF TAXABLE PROP-

ERTY.

9th—The BEST RESULTS have been obtained in those
Counties in which. a Taxpayers Organization is
actively functioning.

Alabama Taxpayers Association

While every firm and individual in this country
has been cutting expenses, the cost of government
has STEADILY INCREASED.

People are living on a PRE-WAR DEFLATED
basis; most governments are being run on a POST- :
WAR INFLATED basis. We must be satisfied
with FEWER PUBLIC SERVANTS and FEWER
PUBLIC SERVICES.

Governmental budgets, state and local, must be
balanced DOWN instead of UP so that government
costs will be in line with the PRESENT SCALE
OF LIVING OF THE INDIVIDUAL TAX-
PAYER. :

The significant fact of control of public expendi-
tures cannot be accomplished by mere discussion or
by spasmodic efforts. To achieve the desired aim,
it is probable that the taxpayers of every State will
find it necessary to organize permanent organiza-
tions, guided by leaders of broad views, and assist-
ed by experts who give their entire time to the



8

work of REDUCING COSTS and INCREASING
EFFICIENCY.

What do you think of forming an association in
Alabama whose objects shall be those of ORGAN-
IZATION, INVESTIGATION and RECOM-
MENDATION in order to aid and bring about by
mutual effort, in the interest of all taxpayers of the
State, through NON-PARTISAN and NON-
POLITICAL means, the greatest possible ECON-
OMIES consistent with EFFICIENCY in the
COLLECTION and EXPENDITURE of the
PUBLIC FUNDS, to the end that taxes in the
State of Alabama, Counties and Cities and other
Political Sub-Divisions thereof SHALIL BE RE-
DUCED; together with such other functions that
may be necessary for it to FINANCE and other-
wise ADMINISTER its activities?

For over ONE HUNDRED YEARS Alabama
has been doing business in the same ANTIQUA'T-
ED MANNER. For over a HUNDRED YEARS
voters of the State have been attending political
meetings, listening to the glowing promises of can-
- didates and asking what the successful candidate
expects to do for them.

For the same length of time voters have been
casting their ballots only to return home and sit
quietly while these promises have been broken al-
most as rapidly as they were made.

Isn’t it about time we realized that the PROFES-
SIONAIL, POLITICIAN and HABITUAL OF-
FICE HOLDER never has and never will do any-
thing to ease the tax burden or reduce govern-
mental costs? Admit the truth; the only way you
can get help is to HELP YOURSELF and this can
only be done through unselfish co-operation and a
highly organized movement.

How Politicians Protect Your Rights

In the last campaign you heard much about Dic-
tatorship, Foreign Methods, Short Ballot and re-
taining for the people the PRIVILEGES THEY
NOW ENJOY. Possibly you do not know, so I
am going to list below the RIGHTS and PRIVI-
LEGES these politicians have protected and re-
tained for you. Tell you what you CAN DO un-
der the present system—a system just a few steps
removed from the Old CARPET BAG DAYS:

1st—The privilege (if it may be called a privilege) of vot-
ing for a candidate even though you may know
NOTHING as to his Honesty, Morals or Ability
to properly ADMINISTER the office he seeks.

2nd—The privilege of voting FOR or’ AGAINST a Con-
stitutional Amendment if the men you have re-
cently elected to the Senate and Legislature will
agree to submit the amendment to a vote of the
pqople and if, this Legislature, in their infinite
wisdom, think you are capable of deciding the ques-
tion for yourself.
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3rd—Should an elective official die, resign or be removed
from office you MAY have the privilege of voting
for his successor if the Governor will grant you
permission to do so and not use his APPOINT-

IVE POWER to pay a POLITICAL DEBT.
" Should this happen while he is the nominee the
State Democratic Committee MAY call an ELEC-
TION or decide to declare their OWN NOM-

INEE. :
THIS IS ALI, YOU CAN DO AND THESE
ARE ALIL THE PRIVILEGES AND RIGHTS
THAT HAVE BEEN PRESERVED FOR YOU

UNDER OUR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT.

What You Cannot Do

{st—Remove from office under any circumstances, once he
is-in, an elective or appointive official.

2nd—Have any voice in the operation of your State, Coun-
ty or City. Government except originally electing
a candidate to office.

3rd—Consolidate or abolish two or more Constitutional Of-
fices in your County, for the sake of EFFI-
CIENCY and ECONOMY, unless the Legislature
will submit a Constitutional Amendment, upon
which electors of the entire state must vote, and
not just those in the affected territory.

4th—Consolidate or abolish-appointive offices or have any
say as to the hours of work or rate of pay.

5th—Create new offices no matter how badly needed.

6th—Have a Constitutional Amendment submitted or any
law passed without the consent of the 141 men you
have ELECTED TO OFFICE no matter if every
qualified voter requests its passage.

7th—Change your form of County or City Government even
though every qualified voter in the territory af-
fected should sign a petition requesting the change.

8th—Have any voice in the rate of taxation, State, County
or City, provided it does not exceed the Constitu-
tional Limit. Even in that event you will be forced
to the expense of resorting to the courts, and at the
same time pay the expense of a State’s Attorney to
fight you.

9th—No matter how obnoxious, repeal any law that is now
or will be placed on the statute books.

10th—If an official embezzles or is known to be an habit-
ual drunkard you cannot remove him from office.
All you can do is to prefer charges and let the
INS (office holders) decide whether or not he shall
be removed.

THIS IS WHAT YOU CANNOT DO UNDER
A SO-CALLED DEMOCRATIC GOVERN-
MENT.

What Your Legislature Can Do

1st—Impose ANY TAX for ANY AMOUNT on ANY
PROPERTY OR COMMODITY (even Church
Collections and walking City Streets or public
Roads) they desire that is not in violation of the
State Constitution.

2nd—Through Senatorial Courtesy, the Delegation from
your District (respective Senator and Representa-
tive) can change your form of County or City Gov-
ernment over night.

3rd—Through the same procedure, abolish or create (ex-
cept Constitutional) any new jobs they wish.

4th—In a like manner EXTEND THE TERM of County
or City Officials.
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5th—Raise the rate of pay of above officials (except where
Constitutionally prohibited) or any Elective or Ap-
pointive official.

6th—Decline to submit a constitutional amendment to a
vote of the people, or refuse to pass any law de-

-~ sired by the people as well as BREAK ALL

CAMPAIGN PROMISES. There is no law
whereby they can be removed from office.

7th—Can decline to take the necessary steps towards adopt-
mgda (rllew CONSTITUTION no matter how badly
needed.

8th—Can impose a SALES TAX of ANY RATE or in-
crease existing taxes ANY AMOUNT, even the
present Gasoline Tax. In fact DO ANYTHING

they desire that is not in violation of the State .

Constitution—even if that event you will be forced
e to the EXPENSE OF COURT PROCEED-

And there is NOTHING YOU CAN DO
ABOUT IT under the present system of PRO-
TECTING THE PEOPLE’S RIGHTS.

The only way to get any help is to HELP
YOURSELF and the only LEGAIL way this can be
done is bringing pressure to bear by letting your
Governor, respective Senator and Representatives
know what you WANT. They are not mind read-
ers and must be told,

Facts to Consider

It is estimated that your schools will close by
Feb. 1, 1935 unless approximately $3,500,000 is ob-
tained in additional revenue either through Federal
relief or INCREASED TAXES, unless it is ob-
tained through ECONOMY.

In one year, 190,000 Alabama Motorists (out of a
total population of 2,677,000) paid in Gasoline and
other Taxes $16,000,000 — ONE - HALF THE
STATE’S ENTIRE INCOME. This fact is ample
argument that the Motorist needs relief.

At one time near Decatur, Ala., was the HIGHEST
GASOLINE TAX IN THE WORLD, divided as
follows: Oil Company .07c, Filling Station .03c, and
TWELVE CENTS WENT FOR TAXES.

In 1931 Georgia’s “T'in Tag Tax” (paid by trucks,
trailors and tractors) amounted to $4,162,000 while
the total tax paid by Railroads was only $615,000.

FARMERS ATTENTION!! The U. S. Bureau
of Census places the number of vehicles used on the
6,288,000 FARMS in the United States at $5,035,-
000; of which 900,000 are TRUCKS—26 per cent of
all the trucks in the United States. Trucks and
Busses paid over $250,000,000 in taxes in 1927 (this
tax has since been raised in Alabama), and please
bear in mind that 85 per cent of all trucks are PRI-
VATELY OWNED. :

In 1930 the 26,523,799 motor vehicles in the
United States paid in taxes over ONE BILILION
DOLLARS, divided as follows: Registration Fees
$355,704,860, Gasoline Taxes $494,633,410 and Per-
sonal Property Taxes $150,000,000.

.
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Eighty per cent of all passenger cars are used
for business purposes by Salesmen, Physicians,
Nurses, FARMERS and TEACHERS. Business
and Professional people generally use cars in daily
routine.

The average TAX per vehicle is $37.72, the aver-
age COST is $205.58 and the average life is seven
years, therefore in that time the owner pays in
TAXES $264.04 which is $58.16 MORE THAN
COST OF THE CAR. This tax burden was in-
creased in 1932 to more than $1,062,000,000.

When you consider that TWO-THIRDS of the
PASSENGER CAR OWNERS earn $3,000 or
LESS per year you can readily see that the LI'T-
TLY FELLOW bears most of this burden.

I contend now, and always have, that in the past
HUNDRED YEARS Alabama and its political sub-
divisions have done NOTHING to REDUCE EX-
PENSES and DEB'T'S or help the taxpayer; on the
other hand EXPENSES, DEBTS and TAXES
have STEADILY INCREASED from year to year.

AN ACRE OF TOBACCO YIELDS $1200. IN
REVENUE; $100 GOES TO THE FARMER,
$300 TO THE MANUFACTURER AND $800
FOR TAXES—6625 per cent.

In 1931 (these figures since increase) ONE
PERSON out of every TEN in the United States
was on the PUBLIC PAY ROLIL. ONE DOL-
LAR out of every THREE DOLLARS in profit
earned by a firm or corporation went for TAXES.
ONE DOLLAR OUT OF EVERY FIVE EARN-
ED IN WAGES WENT FOR TAXES.

The State of Alabama, 67 Counties and 297 Cities
(2500 population and over) operated in EXCESS
OF INCOME (or at a loss) of $7,177,171 for the
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1931. The total cost of
these various units amounted to $90,145,789. Esti-
mated population Jan. 1, 1932 was 2,677,000, there-
fore in 1981 government in Alabama cost every
MAN, WOMAN and CHILD an average of $33.67
each.

The total revenue for the State and all its sub-
divisions was $82,968,618, which means that every
citizen of Alabama paid an average of $30.99 each
in TAXES.

The assessed valuation of all property in Ala-
bama, subject to levies of the General Property
Tax INCREASED from $566,807,000 in 1912 to
$1,210,875,924 in 1931. The average per capita as-
sessment INCREASED from $253.20 to $452.31 in
that time.

For 1932 the GROSS DEBT of Alabama and its
political sub-divisions (less sinking fund assets set
aside for that purpose) was $210,822,063; Debts of
the State being $82,324,068, Debts of the Counties
$45,730,310 and Debts of Towns and Cities $82,-
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749,685. This means that every MAN, WOMAN
and CHILD in Alabama owes an AVERAGE
DEBT of $78.75 each. ;

In a T'welve Year period Institutions of Learning
increased as follows: University of Alabama 875 per
cent, Auburn 834 per cent, Vocational Training 3,-
246 per cent, Alabama College 623 per cent and
Normal Schools 704 per cent—In that same period
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY and HIGH SCHOOLS
ONLY INCREASED 106 per cent.

In a similar period expenses of several State De-
partments increased as follows: Public Service
Commission 565 per cent, Game and Fish Dept. 4,-
954 per cent, State Highway Dept. 14,535 per cent
and TAX LEVIES increased 447 per cent. Many
State salaries were also increased from a low of 32
to a high of 200 per cent.

One item of particular interest, which bears out
my contention that debts are not being reduced,
is that of INTEREST PAYMENTS which have
INCREASED from $1,762,999 in 1912 to OVER
ELEVEN MILLION DOLLARS in 1932. If this
keeps up in another twelve years our ANNUAIL
INTEREST BILL will nearly equal our ANNUAL
INCOME.

Governor Jelks spent $12,000,000 during his term
and since that time the amount spent per term by
our Chief Executive has INCREASED to ONE
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE MILLION
DOLLARS—an increase of $169,000,000 up to the
beginning of the Miller Administration.

Our debts have steadily increased from year to
vear for the past ONE HUNDRED YEARS and
during that time no appreciable amount has been
paid on the PRINCIPAIL. Some Counties have
not paid ONE DIME on the original cost of
Court Houses, and yet have erected new ones cost-
ing as much as $3,000,000.

The above conditions (and I have only scratched
the surface) mean that Alabama Taxpayers cannot
expect or get RELIEF without a DRASTIC CUT
IN OPERATING EXPENSE and a complete
GOVERNMENTAL REORGANIZATION — no
real savings can be accomplished without the elimi-
nation of COUNTY OX-CART GOVERNMENT.

There are many other conditions and facts that
you should dig out for yourself and become more
familiar with affairs that DIRECTLY CONCERN
you and future generations.

If just the following Suggestions, and nothing
more, were adopted as a Legislative Program con-
ditions in Alabama would be greatly IMPROVED.

WATCH FOR A4 SALES TAX
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(Suggestion No. 1)

Initiative, Referendum and Recall

These laws are of MORE IMPORTANCE, and
will be of MORE DIRECT BENEFIT to the peo-
ple of Alabama than any that could be passed—even
the adoption of a badly needed Constitution.

As I have said before, there was much “Bally-
hoo” (tc becloud real issues) in the last campaign
about protecting the rights of the people and pre-
serving the ballot for Alabama voters. In other
words, PERMIT OLD CONDITIONS -TO CON-
TINUE.

I want to further protect the people’s rights and
give them the opportunity of using a USELESS
BALLOT, not only as a means of protection
against INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS, UN-
SCRUPULOUS POLITICIANS and OFFICE
HOLDERS, but in giving them SOME VOICE
in the operation of their State, County and City
Governments, and a way to PREVENT the
RECKLESS SPENDING of PUBLIC FUNDS, a
way to ease the BACK-BREAKING TAX BUR-
DEN and stop the ETERNAL INCREASE
EACH YEAR. ‘

The only privilege you now enjoy is that of hir-
ing an employee—you cannot FIRE, him.

As stated before you cannot amend the Constitu-
tion or adopt a NEW one unless the Legislature
which you elected will allow you to DECIDE THE
QUESTION AT THE POLLS.

You may refuse to ratify an amendment to the
Constitution, but if it is a “Pet Measure” of your
Governor he may become INTOLERANT and keep
calling the Legislature into Special Session (AT
YOUR EXPENSE) and re-submit the issue from
time to time until it is adopted, only because your
patience is exhausted and your resistance broken
—even as Miller and Feagin did.

Voters have no organization or campaign funds
with which to fight an amendment, yet your Gov-
ernor—again at your expense-—may use State, Coun-
ty and City Elective and Appointive Officials as a
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE and POLITICAL
MACHINE to force the issue. Still at your ex-
pense, he may use the Radio, State Stamps, Station-
ery, Stenographers, Gasoline, School Busses, Trucks
and Automobiles in getting votes for his PET
MEASURE. :

Putting it in plain words, after casting your bal-
lot for a candidate YOU ARE, THROUGH.

_ Without the consent of the people of Jefferson
County a NEW COURT HOUSE was erected at
a cost of approximately $3,000,000 even though we
had not finished paying for the old one. We bought
a NEW LOCATION and practically junked the
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old site and building and they are now a GREAT-
ER BURDEN on the Taxpayers than ever be-
fore.

Over the written protest of more than 12,000
qualified voters of Jefferson County our Legisla-
tive Delegation (One Senator and Seven Repre-
sentatives) extended the terms of County Commis-
sioners. One Commissioner, who was appointed by
a Governor, has been holding an office for several
vears to which he has never been ELECTED—he,
no doubt will receive another appointive office
when his present term expires. ;

At the same time, the eight gentlemen mentioned
above, attempted to extend the terms of Birming-
ham City Commissioners, but such a protest was
raised they were afraid it might result in defeating
the County Extension Bill so they let the matter
drop. Two of these Commissioners were defeated
in the last City Election.

This same delegation of eight men created an
entirely new job—ABSOLUTELY UNNECES-
SARY—paying a salary of $6,000 and fees that will
run the total to $15,000 or $20,000. This work was
taken out of the hands of another department and a
NEW DEPARTMENT created. This was done
despite the fact that property of Jefferson County
taxpayers, valued at more than $50,000,000 was be-
ing sold for taxes—in spite of the fact that every-
thing was being reduced but COUNTY EX-
PENSE.

What has been done in Jefferson County, and
more too, can be done in your County by your re-
spective Senator and Representative through the
medium of Senatorial Courtesy and there is no LE-
GAIL, WAY you can prevent it.

With the INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM and
the RECALL written into our Constitution the
VOTERS WILL HAVE A WEAPON WITH
WHICH TO FIGHT THE EVILS MENTION-
ED ABOVE. IN ADDITION TO THAT THESE
LAWS WILL PLACE IN THE HANDS OF THE
PEOPLE THE RIGHT TO DO OR UNDO THE
THINGS MENTIONED under the heading “What
Your Legislature Can Do”.

The Professional Politician and Habitual Office
Holder will tell you these laws are good, but very
dangerous in the hands of an IGNORANT ELEC-
TORATE—that’s YOU and I. I say if the electo-
rate of Alabama hasn’t brains enough to INITIATE
their ggvn laws or to RECALL an official, then they
should never have been allowed to vote in the first
place—what they need is a GUARDIAN and not
a VOTE.

THERE IS NO VALID REASON OR EX-
CUSE WHY THE 1935 LEGISLATURE
SHOULD NOT SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS OF
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ALABAMA CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND-

MENTS COVERING THESE LAWS AND LET

THE PEOPLE DECIDE AT THE POLLS

WHETHER OR NOT THEY SHALIL BECOME

A PART OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.

Neither is there any reason for them to refuse to
pass ANY LAW where its final adoption is left to
the people.

Who is better qualified and has MORE RIGHT
to decide this important question—over 300,000
voters, or the 141 men these self-same voters have
recently elected to he Senate and Legislature?
Which group should decide matters pertaining to
the welfare of more than 2,000,000 people?

With few exceptions will you find anyone op-
posed to the Initiative, Referendum and Recall ex-
cept Politicians and Office Holders. You cannot
find a more Democratic Principle, for these laws
place government DIRECTLY IN THE HANDS
OF THE PEOPLE.

Listed below you will find a few of the MANY
ADVANTAGES to be derived by adoption of these
laws. By presenting a petition, signed by a certain
number of qualified voters, an election may be
called to decide the following:

Ist—Remove from office an Elective or Appointive State,
County or City Official, even during the term for
which he is elected. Judges of Courts of Record
should be exempt from the operation of these
measures.

2nd—By a majority vote, in the territory affected, rescind
any act of the Legislature, County or City Authori-
ties and repeal any law or ordinance now on the
books or to be passed at a later date.

3rd—By the same procedure INITIATE and pass any law,
ordinance or Constitutional Amendment.

4th—These laws will prevent occurring in Alabama the
DISGRACEFUL SITUATION in ILouisiana.
Under our present set-up it is possible for the same

~ situation to arise here.

Good officials should be kept in office and if these
laws are adopted (but only in that event) the law
should be changed so that Elective Officials may
succeed themselves. Ample protection against Po-
litical Machines and Corruption is afforded by the
RECALL. YOU CAN REPEAL A SALES TAX
IF THE REFERENDUM BECOMES A LAW.

If you are in favor of adopting these laws write
to-day making your wishes known and check Sug-
gestion No. 1.

(Suggestion No. 2)
Abolish the Fee System

In 1983, when schools were closing, the Tax
Collector, Tax Assessor and Deputy Collector of
Mobile County received in FEES over $28,000 out
of MOBILE, COUNTY SCHOOI, FUNDS alone.

I have been informed that the financial affairs
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of this County are in such shape that Salaried Em-
ployees may not receive pay for the next few
months—but the FEE SYSTEM Officials will get
theirs in CASH.

Millions can be saved the taxpayers by abolish-
ing the FEE SYSTEM and through a proper Re-
organization of County Governments. There will
be GREATER EFFICIENCY and LESS EX-
PENSE in handling the PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Many Counties would abolish the Fee System
and consolidate offices but they cannot do so with-
out a Constitutional Amendment upon which elec-
tors of the entire State must vote. When such an
amendment is offered the Politicians and Organiza-
tions of Office Holders and their Employees in the
other Sixty-Six Counties join hands with the LO-
CAL CROWD to defeat the measure. When one
county attempts to throw off this YOKE it should
be a matter for the voters of the particular County
to decide and not the STATE AT LARGE. Is it
Democratic when we of Jefferson County have a
vote as to what you shall or shall not do in YOUR
COUNTY?

Under the FEE SYSTEM, in Jefferson County,
the office of Guardian Ad Litem, (a part time job)
pays approximately $12,000.00 per annum and the
office of License Inspector, approximately $30,000.00.

Before appointing the Guardian Ad Litem, Governor
Miller made the appointee enter into a contract whereby
all FEES in excess of $5,000.00 per year, would re-
vert to the State.

A contract was drawn with the License Inspector,
whereby his salary would $5,000.00 per annum, the
Deputy Inspector $5,000.00 and office expense not
over $2,000.00, all FEES in excess of $12,000.00 an-
nually, to revert to the State.

Since Mr. Cooper has been removed from office,
there seems to be some controversy. As I understand
it, Mr. Cooper declines to turn over to the State the
excess, claiming the contract is void.

This contract expires at the beginning of the Graves’
Administration and these offices are again placed on
a FEE BASIS, unless something is done by the next
Legislature.

If these offices have been successfully operated for
the past FOUR YEARS at annual salaries of $5,-
000.00 and $10,000.00 respectively, there is no VALID
REASON why the taxpayers, when our schools are
threatened with closing, should be called on to RAISE
THE PAY approximately $25,000.00 annually.

Mobile County is making ANOTHER ATTEMPT
to abolish the FEE SYSTEM. You will have the op-
portunity to vote on a Constitutional Amendment at
the November election giving them that privilege. You
should vote “YES” and let Mobile County voters run
their own affairs.

1v
(Suggestion No. 3)

Fair Re-apportionment

The 1901 Constitution provides that each County
must have ONE REPRESENTATIVE regardless
of population and that the Senate shall never exceed
35 members. In the event a new county is formed
(as in the case of Houston) the House limit of 105
may be increased, which gives us 106 members in
the Lower House.

There is also a provision that representation
MUST BE REAPPORTIONED ACCORDING
TO POPULATION EACH TEN YEARS
THEREAFTER.

In view of this provision I cannot understand
why a MANDATE of the Constitution was made
an issue in the last campaign. To put it bluntly,
and speaking collectively, since 1911 every Govern-
or, State Senator and Representative has not only
VIOLATED the Constitution but his OATH OF
OFFICE.

In order to show the unfairness of the present
apportionment I must give quite a few figures.

At the present time Jefferson County (popula-
tion 431,000) has ONE Senator and SEVEN Rep-
resentatives, Montgomery County (population 98,-
000) has ONE and FOUR respectively, Mobile

 County (population 118,000) has ONE and THREE

while Lowndes County (population 22,000) has
ONE Senator and TWO Representatives.
Thirty-one Counties comprising the State Sena-
torial Districts NORTH of the Black Belt (total
population 1,473,399) have 16 Senators and 49 Rep-
resentatives.
Nineteen Counties comprising the Black Belt

Senatorial Districts (population 597,000) have 12.

Senators and 84 Representatives,

Seventeen Counties comprising the Districts
SOUTH of the Black Belt (population 575,000)
have but 7 Senators and 23 Representatives.

In other words while the Black Belt only has
TWO more Counties and exceeds the Southern

Section by only 22,789 in population it has FIVE

more Senators and ELEVEN more Representatives
—just the same as if we created a New Senatorial
District of 22,789 population and gave them 5 Sen-
ators and 11 Representatives.

Though there are TWELVE more Counties and
875,610 more people NORTH of the Black Belt
they have only FOUR more Senators and FIF-
TEEN more Representatives. This is just as un-
fair as if we created a new district of TWELVE
Counties (population 875,610) giving them only
FOUR Senators and 15 Representatives.

Your combined Senate and House is now com-
posed of 141 members, who at one time employed
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256 clerks. Many of these clerks were Wives, Chil-
dren or Kindred of Senators and Representatives
and quite a few never attended a Legislative Ses-
sion or were even in the City of Montgomery.

If 25,000 is used as a basis of apportionment, Jef-

ferson County would have 17 Representatives— °

seven is too many—there would be 52 North of,
20 South of and 22 in the Black Belt, but even at
that the House would only be composed of 94 mem-
bers compared with the present total of 106 and
the combined House and Senate 129 against 141.

If 35,000 is used as a basis there would be 42
North of, 19 South of and 20 in the Black Belt—
81 against 106 in the present House.

With a basis of 50,000 there would be 38 North,
18 South and 19 in the Black Belt, a total of 75
against 106.

It will be to the best interest of all the people to
REDUCE THE SIZE of the two Houses and
RAISE THE RATE OF PAY CONSIDERABLY
so that members will not have to depend on OUT-
SIDE help or SPECIAL INTERESTS in order
to meet actual living expenses while in Montgom-
ery. 'This will also remove the incentive to
STRETCH OUT a session as has been done in the
past, and will tend to SPEED UP the work and
SHORTEN THE SESSIONS.

EVEN THOUGH THE LEGISLATURE IS
THE MOST IMPORTANT DEPARTMENT IN
THE STATE, LESS CARE IS USED IN THE
SELECTION OF ITS MEMBERS AND IT IS
THE POOREST PAID.

The Legislature should meet in REGULAR
SESSION EVERY YEAR—-certainly not less than
every TWO YEARS. During the next four vears
questions will be continually coming up that require
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION. In fact that condi-
tion exists to-day in Federal Relief and Road Funds,
Tennessee Valley Authority Legislation and Operation
of Schools. Meeting regularly every year we would
not be subject to the WHIM of a Governor.

I would suggest that 100,000 be used as a basis
for reapportionment and there will be no necessity
for making a change for at least the next twenty,
years.

On that basis Jefferson County will have Four
Representatives—instead of Seven—and the remain-
ing 66 Counties ONE each, making a total of 70
against the present membership of 106. There will
. be 34 North of, 17 South of and 19 in the Black Belt.
The present Senate of 35 members (if retained) will
give a combined total of 105 against 141.

My idea is to ABOLISH THE SENATE, but
ONLY in the event the Initiative, Referendum and
Recall shall become a part of the State Constitu-
tion, because with these measures in force voters

o TURSERUS SRR
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of Alabama will hold the BALANCE OF POWER.

Then create a GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
SEVENTY MEMBERS, paying each an annual
salary of $1,500. At first thought this may seem
excessive, but when you consider THREE, Sessions
during the Miller administration cost over $800,000
and while this plan calls for FOUR sessions, money
will be saved. ? !

Out of the $1,500 annual salary Assemblymen
must pay every expense (including clerk hire if ene
is desired) except the salary of 25 clerks to be paid
by the State, but limited to a total pay roll of $5,000
annually. This will give an annual pay roll for the
Assembly of $105,000 and clerks $5,000; a total of
$110,000 per session. The salary cost of $440,000
for FOUR sessions, approximately $360,000 LESS
than the total cost of THREE sessions under Gov.
Miller.

If you insist of retaining the present Senate of
35 members, reduce the annual pay to $1,000 and
you will have the same financial cost as above per
session—$105,000.

If we must have a Senate it would be far better
to use the present United States Congressional Dis-
tricts in selecting them and we would have a Sen-
ate of NINE members. This gives a combined to-
tal of 79 against 141 and at $1,500 four sessions will
cost $474,000 and at $1,000 will cost $316,000.

Regardless of what is done, as stated before, a
law should be passed PREVENTING a Senator or
Representative from holding an APPOINTIVE
JOB DURING THE TERM FOR WHICH HE IS
ELECTED.

Legislative rules should be changed to prevent
the killing of a bill in committee. It should re-
quire that a bill MUST BE REPORTED within
a reasonable time, either Adversely, Favorably or
Without Comment and a majority vote of the House
or Senate (as the case may be) required to kill a
measure. This will prevent shelving a bill or its
being killed by a stacked committee.

There should also be a provision that any Con-
stitutional Amendment introduced MUST be sub-
mitted to a VOTE OF THE PEOPLE and cannot
be killed by the House or Senate.

The people should have some protection as to
LOCAL County or City Bills that have to do with
TERM EXTENSION, CREATING OFFICES
and RAISING PAY. Such bills should be sub-
mitted to the people in the territory affected for
FINAL RATIFICATION.

We all agree that Senatorial Courtesy and its at-
tending evils should be abolished.

It is unnecessary to tell you in detail the many

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX
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benefits of the Assembly Plan except that it assures
more careful and prompt attention to the State’s
Business and it will play havoc with Political Rings
and Graft.

Write your Senator and Representative to-day if
you approve of Suggestion No. 3.

(Suggestion No. 4) -
County and City Home Rule

The most modern and economical form of County
or City Government is the MANAGER PLAN, but
the measure explained and advocated below does
not specify any particular plan—it just places LO-
CAL SELF GOVERNMENT in the hands of the
people in their respective territories and by a ma-
jority vote they will have the right to adopt a new
form of government or°retain the present form.

A Constitutional Amendment should be submit-
ted to the people of Alabama, for their rejection or
approval, permitting the voters of any County or
City to call an election for the purpose of adopting
a NEW CHARTER—one that is more modern.
This charter should provide, among other things,
that any time a petition is presented by a certain
number of qualified voters (only in the territory
affected) an election MUST be called within a
period of not over sixty days on any of the follow-
ing questions: :

1st—To adopt County or City Manager form of govern-
ment, retain the present form or adopt any other
form they desire.

2nd—Each charter should contain the Initiative, Referen-
dum and the Recall covering every FElective or
Appointive Official, Judges of Courts of Record
excepted.

3rd—They should have the right of calling an election for

. the purpose of raising or reducing the rate of pay
of any official, even during his term of office. This
should include any official where all or any part
of his salary is paid by the County or City.

4th—In the same manner they should have the right to
abolish, consolidate or create offices at any time.

5th—By the same procedure pass any LOCAL laws or
ordinances (not in violation of the Constitution)
or repeal any local laws or ordinances now on the
books or to be passed in the future.

In other words entire control of the County and
City placed in the hands of the qualified voters—
the people who pay the cost of government. Un-
der the present form citizens of a County cannot
consolidate the offices of Tax Collectors, Assessor,
Treasurer, etc., unless a Constitutional Amendment
is submitted to a vote of the ENTIRE STATE.
You cannot do as you desire in your own County
unless the other Sixty-six Counties agree. Do you
call in Democracy when we of Jefferson have a
voice as to what you SHALIL or SHALI, NOT do?
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(Suggestion No. 5)

Uniform Accounting? Annual Audit and
Statement

This should apply to the State, each County and
City and to all State, County and City Officials
handling PUBLIC FUNDS—particularly those on
a FEE BAGSIS.

In view of the fact that many of our Counties
have not been properly audited for years, some not
knowing what they owe and considering the ex-
amples of GROSS NEGLIGENCE to be cited be-
low, I believe you will agree that DRASTIC
STEPS should be taken to prevent this LAXITY
in the handling of PUBLIC FUNDS and attending
to PUBLIC BUSINESS.

To show the laxity in this matter, I am quoting
extracts from a letter, dated March 6, 1934, of
Mr, J. H. Hard, Jr., State Comptroller.

This letter clearly shows the necessity of a thor-
ough system of UNIFORM ACCOUNTING, etc.,
and having our officials handling Public Funds
(particularly those on a FEE BASIS) render
monthly statements showing a complete itemized
accounting of every expense, gross and net amounts
collected and remitted to the State, etc. I quote,

Under the present system there is no way for the
voters to find out HOW MUCH FEE SYSTEM offi-
cials draw annually. The PUBLIC should have this
information.

“The Tax Collector, as well as other County officials
who collect monies for the State, only remit NET
AMOUNTS. The State or County ‘does not deal in
GROSS AMOUNTS but only in NET REVENUES.”

“To determine the gross earnings of a County Officer,
it is necessary to AUDIT THE RECORDS as they are
NOT REQUIRED TO REPORT TO THE STATE.
Furthermore, as there is NO SYSTEM OF UNIFORM
ACCOUNTING in the State, much of this information is
not available without a great deal of ANALYTICAL
STUDY.”

So that is the way your money is handled. Un-
der the present system there is no way in the world
(without a special audit) for the State to determine
whether or not the CORRECT AMOUNT HAS
BEEN REMITTED.

This point is further brought out by the following
REPORTED SHORTAGES:

For some unknown reason, in Jefferson County,
from Oct. 1, 1927 to Dec. 31, 1933 there was only
collected $18,588.30 out of a total of $615,918.20
in State and County bond forfeitures, a shortage of
over $597,000. Additional reported shortages of
$18,000 and $20,000 respectively were reported in
Jeiferson.

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX
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Shortages reported of over $43,000 in Clarke
County, $19,000 in Pickens County and $39,000 in
Etowah County, respectively. Over SEVEN HUN-
DRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS lost to the Taxpayers either through
GROSS CARELESSNESS or CRIMINAL IN-
TENT.

This enormous shortage has recently developed in
FOUR Counties—I shudder to think what a
PROPER INVESTIGATION in the other Sixty-
three Counties may bring forth.

Only recently the following report comes from
my old HOME TOWN, Huntsville:

Mr. J. H. Hard, Jr., State Comptroller, has filed
an Auditor’s report showing a balance of $10,991
due the City of Huntsville by the Tax Collector of
Madison County and the report states: “I'HE
MONEY DUE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO
THE TAX COLLECTOR’S FAILURE TO
PROPERLY ENFORCE THE COLLECTION
OF TAXES.”

The assistant examiner who made the report
stated that he found:

“THE GENERAL AFFAIRS OF THE OF-
FICE TO HAVE BEEN LOOSELY AND CARE-
LESSLY CONDUCTED WITH BUT LITTLE
REGARD FOR ANY LAWS GOVERNING THE
DUTIES DEVOLVING UPON A TAX COL-
LECTOR.”

If you are opposed to having your affairs
LOOSELY AND CARELESSLY conducted with
LITTLE REGARD TO THE DUTIES DE-
VOLVING UPON A TAX COLLECTOR write
your Senator and Representatives to-day approving
Suggestion No. 5. This may happen in your
County.

(Suggestion No. 6)
Amend Fletcher Bill

Is there any valid reason why the State, Counties or
Cities should be permitted to spend their ENTIRE
INCOME each year? Is it unreasonable to ask
that they do what every Citizen of Alabama has
been forced to do—not only LIVE WITHIN but
UNDER their incomes?

It is an extremely unsound business principle to
ANTICIPATE INCOME or spend every cent of it
and not set aside, in a SPECIAL FUND, a certain
percentage to REDUCE OUTSTANDING
DEBTS, PAY INTEREST and MEET EMER-
GENCIES. Had not many of our citizens and bus-
iness institutions taken this precaution for the past
few years they would be BANKRUPT TODAY.

Just what is the financial condition of our State?
Face the facts: We must LIVE UNDER OUR IN-

R
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COME by ECONOMY and REORGANIZATION
and REDUCING GOVERNMENTAI EXPENSE
or get more income through a DRASTIC TAX IN-
CREASE—without one or the other there can be
nothing but BANKRUPTCY.

The State Department of Education has publicly
announced that schools CANNOT OPERATE A
FULIL TERM this year WITHOUT FEDERAL
AID or MORE MONEY. The Governor-Elect
states they can operate AFTER THIS YEAR
without Federal Aid.

More than a year ago I predicted that the schools
would close during the 1934-35 year due to the fact
that the Legislature would not convene in time to
provide relief. Now comes a statement from Mont-
gomery that PUBLIC SCHOOLS in some
TWELVE Alabama Counties will close their doors
before Christmas, and that approximately two-thirds
of all the schools will be closed by Feb. 1, 1935.

The schools will be able to operate for normal
terms during 1934-35, in only FOUR Counties,
NINE Cities and ONE Secondary agricultural
school. The counties are Blount, Bullock, Dallas
and Pike. The Cities are Anniston, Elba, Florence,
Huntsville, Opelika, Selma, Tuscaloosa and Union
Springs and Birmingham.

Yes, the LITTLE FELLOWS’ interest is being
protected for only the schools in RURAI, DIS-
TRICTS and SMALLER COUNTIES will close.

The Fletcher Bill is a great instrument as far as
it gces, but it doesn’t go far enough. This bill
should be amended so that a certain percentage of
the ANNUAL INCOME (Counties and Cities to
be included) shall be set aside in a SPECIAIL
FUND for DEBT REDUCTION and to meet
EMERGENCIES.

IT SHOULD PROVIDE A PENALTY AND
GROUNDS FOR IMPEACHMENT OF ANY
STATE, COUNTY OR CITY OFFICIAI, EX-
CEEDING HIS BUDGET—PUT TEETH IN
THESEBIL LSS RHE - PUBEIC SEUNDS MAJST
HAVE EVERY PROTECTION, §

Alabama’s debts began accumulating a HUN-
DRED YEARS AGO and instead of DIMINISH-
ING have RAPIDLY INCREASED from year to
year; likewise the TAX BURDENS. If there is
a single political sub-division within the State, or
the State itself, that can show a REDUCTION in
its TOTAL DEBT in the past FIFTY YEARS I
would like to be informed.

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX
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(Suggestion No. 7)

County Gasoline Tax

If nothing else is done, the law should be -

changed permitting LEGAL use of this tax for
ANY PURPOSE, or its provisions should be
DRASTICALLY CHANGED so that a PENAL-
TY is provided, as well as grounds for IMPEACH-
MENT, for the DIVERSION of these funds to
other uses than those for which it is intended—
ROADS.

The Counties are just as much a part of the
State as any other political sub-division and there is
no reason why they should not bear their FULL
SHARE of the responsibility, together with the
State and Cities, in relieving STARVATION and
DISTRESS during the coming winter, particularly
when the cost of this service must increase. We
could easily get along with FEWER POLITICAL
SALARIES and MORE RELIEF and LONGER
SCHOOL TERMS. : :

The State has already been notified that unless
something is done towards matching Federal Relief
and Road Funds the sum available for Alabama will
be greatly reduced.

Even though requested to do so by the Hon.
Bibb Graves, THE AMALGAMATED POLITI-
CIANS’ UNION (Association of County Commis-
sioners and Probate Judges) not only DECLINED
to aid in this cause by giving up a part, if not all,
of the County Gasoline Tax to MATCH FED-
ERAI, FUNDS, but voted to FURTHER IN-
CREASE this MIS-USED FUND by continuing
the temporary 1931 gasoline tax of ONE CENT
that expires in 1935.

IF THE INDIVIDUAL VOTERS OF EACH
COUNTY WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNI-
TY TO DECIDE THIS QUESTION AT THE
POLLS THERE IS NO DOUBT AS TO THE
RESULT. WITH THE INITIATIVE, REFER-
ENDUM AND THE RECALL WRITTEN INTO
OUR CONSTITUTION THE PEOPLE COULD
DECIDE THIS QUESTION AT THE POLLS.

As I will prove to your satisfaction, much of this
money HAS NOT BEEN USED for the purposes
intended and many officials handling these funds
(now and in the past) are subject to impeachment
because if they are not CRIMINALLY they are
TECHNICALLY guilty of the DIVERSION of
FUNDS.

There has been available for Roads and Bridges
in Alabama, including County Gas Taxes, Federal
Aid Funds, Road and Bridge Bonds (exclusive of
any amount the State has received in Gasoline
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Taxes directly for road purposes) more than 123
MILLION DOLLARS.

The State reports it maintains 5492 miles of road
classified as follows: 849 in Concrete, 251 in Bitu-
men and 3 in Brick, a total of 1104 miles of the
better material. The balance, 4387, is of the cheap-
er materials classified as follows: 260 Graded Earth,
3002 Gravel-Chert-Slag, 860 Sand-Clay and 264
Surface Treatment. Please enquire from some re-
liable road contractor the average cost of construc-
tion in CONCRETE per mile and draw your own
conclusions.

The State reports it maintains 43 miles of
Gravel-Chert-Slag in Cherokee County, 22 miles of

‘Craded Earth and 36 miles of Gravel-Chert-Slag

(total 59 miles) in Winston County and in Jeffer-
son County 18 miles of Bitumen, 37 of Concrete, 16
of Gravel-Chert-Slag and 47 of Surface Treatment,
total 119 miles.

Your County (as well as the other Sixty-six
Counties) has received in a ten year period more
than $435,000 in gasoline taxes for road purposes.
I can furnish you the number of miles of State
Maintained Road in your County. Don’t you think
it time you were finding out how much of this
money, if any, has been diverted to pay POLITI-
CAI SALARIES and for other than road pur-
poses?

As a “Temporary Relief Measure”, particularly in
view of the fact that much Federal Aid Road work
is now being done in each County, this money be
used for other purposes far MORE IMPORTANT
and of more DIRECT BENEFIT to all the people,
viz:

(1)—Assure full term operation of schools.

(2)—Match Federal Relief Funds.

(3)—Match Federal Road Funds.

(4)—Pay interest on and help retire bonds (due in 1938)
recently issued under the “McDaniel-Teasley War-
rant Amendment—many of these bonds being for
back pay of school teachers.

(5)—Homestead Exemption, Old Age Pension, Auto Tag
and Gas Tax Reduction and a General Tax Re-
duction.

I heartily favor-the next Legislature turning this
ENTIRE SUM over to the State temporarily for
the SOLE PURPOSE of Matching Federal Aid
Road and Relief Funds. In a suggestion following
will show you how these funds can be PERMA-
NENTLY USED for the best interest of the entire
State, assuring BETTER ROADS, MORE RAPID
CONSTRUCTION and repealing TWO CENTS
of the present gas tax as well as the 1931 levy of
ONE cent. ]

If you are in favor of using these funds for
ROADS and aiding SUFFERING HUMANITY
in Alabama, check Suggestion No. 7 on the attached
slip, also write your Governor today.
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(Suggestion No. 8)

Highway and Convict Departments

Not less than $5,000,000 annually can be saved by
a proper Re-Organization and Consolidation of
these Departments by:
1st—Abolishing all County Highway Departments, Road
Districts and like bodies and turning their duties
and functions over to a NEW HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT.

2nd—The State to take care of all road construction and
maintenance except in incorporated towns and
cities. That cost to be pro-rated in a fair and
equitable manner as heretofore.

3rd—The State to establish the necessary Road Camps in
each County and employ convicts in the proper re-
pairing and maintaining roads. This will eliminate
a large part of the cost in transferring prisoners
to Kilby Prison.

4th—The State to assume all Bridge and County Road Bonds
and take care of all bridge building and repairing.

5th—Turn all County Gasoline Taxes, together with any
other gasoline and Tag Tax over to the NEW
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT for the sole pur-
pose of building and repairing roads, except that
sum now pledged, and other sums necessary, as a
sinking fund to pay interest on and retire road
and bridge bonds. L

6th—Complete first, as rapidly as possible, the paving of
all Trunk Line Highways and keeping in proper re-
pair existing roads. New construction to be taken
up as rapidly as possible when this work .is com-
pleted.

With this change you will be assured that the
money is being spent for the PURPOSES IN-
TENDED, better construction and care of roads
and more rapid retirement of road and bridge bonds.
Also we will have ONE HEAD responsible for all
road work in the State and eliminate the duplica-
tion and enormous waste occasioned by so many
different bodies doing the same work. This move
will also make the Convict Department nearer
SELF-SUSTAINING .

As stated before, were it not for the fact that the
entire County Gasoline Tax Fund is needed for a
more HUMANE PURPOSE we could prevent a con-
tinuation of the temporary One Cent levy and re-
peal at least TWO CENT'S of the present gas tax
—however this can be done later.

(Suggestion No. 9)
Candidates for Office

Some states have the requlrement and so should
Alabama:

1st—“Before a candidate may qualify for office he must
present a petition to the designated authority,
signed by a certain number of qualified voters, that
they know him to be Mentally and Morally quali-
fied to fill the office he seeks.

20d—No person HOLDING AN ELECTIVE OFFICE
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may offer as a candidate for another elective of-
fice (where he takes his seat before the EXPI-
RATION OF HIS PRESENT TERM) unless
he shall first resign his present office and such
" resignation must take effect before he can qualify.
3rd—No person holding an. elective or appointive office
shall make speeches for or actively engage in cam-
paigning in the interest of any candidate unless

he shall resign his present position.

The first may prevent a re-currence of a recent
happening in Jefferson County. Because the voters
did not care to re-elect the incumbent they nomi-
nated for office a man who has since been indicted
by the United States Grand Jury for FRAUDU-
LENT use of the mails, a man against whom dis-
barment proceedings are now pending .before the
Bar Association and who has since been denied the
right to practice in the United States Court. With-
out attempting to discuss the merits of this case,
in justice to this gentleman wish to state that he
has recently been acquitted of the FRAUD charge.

The second will prevent a person holding an elec-
tive office from NEGLECTING THE DUTIES
OF HIS OFFICE and campaigning on the PEO-
PLE’E TIME while drawing a salary to perform
other DUTIES.

The third will be a hindrance in building up po-
litical machines and will prevent the WHOLE-
SALE NEGLECT OF DUTY by elective and ap-
pointive officials and at the same time drawing a
salary from the PUBLIC Funds while campaign-
ing for another, to say nothing of using Autos and
Gasoline paid for by TAXING THE PEOPLE.

There should be some way of making RUNNING
FOR OFFICE A LITTLE MORE DIFFICULT;
THEREFORE MORE OF AN HONOR TO
HOLD.

If there was an accurate way to check this waste
you would find the taxpayers lose enormous sums
during every campaign. Just list in your com-
munity such men actively working in the last cam-
paign (for a period of about five months), find out
the salary they draw and add the result and multi-
ply by 67.

(Suggestion No. 10)

Poll Tax and Registration

To encourage Registration and Voting, and aid
the fellow to regain his vote, lost through no fault
of his own but misfortune and adverse conditions:

REDUCE POLL TAX TO ONE DOLLAR, REIN-
STATE VOTERS ON THE PAYMENT OF TWO
YEARS BACK TAX AND TAXES FOR THE CUR-
RENT YEAR AND KEEP THE BOOKS OPEN FOR
REGISTRATION AT ALL TIMES EXCEPT A PERI-
OD OF THIRTY DAYS PRIOR TO AN ELECTION.

ABOLISH THE BOARDS OF REGISTRARS AND
PLACE THEIR DUTIES IN THE HANDS OF PRO-
BATE JUDGES WHERE IT FORMERLY RESTED.

i
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I believe more revenue will be produced under
this plan than was collected under the old charge of
$1.50. However much money can be saved by elim-
inating these boards.

A provision should be made that Recall and other
petitions must be checked, without cost to the peti-
tioners. Making no attempt to discuss the merits
of the case, wish to say that a Recall movement is
being blocked in the City of Birmingham by Poli-
ticians, the wish of the Registration Board to
charge so much per name for checking and then
their refusal to turn their records over to the Pro-
bate Judge to be checked as the law provides.

It is a disgraceful state of affairs when a few
over 300,000 citizens of Alabama, out of a popula-
tion of more than 2,600,000 have the right to vote.
Voting is a duty you owe, not only to yourself but
your children and your children’s children. Just
recently we saddled a debt (though payable in
1938) on ourselves that will be a MILLSTONE
AROUND THE NECKS OF FUTURE GENE-
RATIONS FOR YEARS AND YEARS TO
COME, unless Alabama’s MANNER and METH-
OD of debt paying GREATLY IMPROVES.

(Suggestion No. 11)
Annual Tax Assessments

Much time and money may be saved by amend-
ing the law so that the USELESS and UNNECES-
SARY practice of annual assessments is discon-
tinued.

By so doing, the offices of Tax Collector, Tax
Assessor and County Treasurer (to say nothing of
others) may easily be consolidated into ONE OF-
FICE and GREATER EFFICIENCY will result.

Provide for only ONE ASSESSMENT unless
there is a SALE OF PROPERTY or CHANGE
IN OWNERSHIP. If the assessing authority
should think an assessment too low he may cite
the owner to appear and show cause why the as-
sessment shall not be raised.

There should be provisions either for SEPA-
RATE ASSESSMENT'S of each piece of property
or for the payment of taxes on a specific piece
where several properties are covered under a
blanket assessment.

With such a law in force during these strenu-
ous times a citizen could at least SAVE HIS
HOME—many homes have been sacrificed and the
entire fortune of some of our citizens wiped out by
State Tax Sales from 1929 to 1934. More than
50 MILLION DOLLARS in property of Jefferson
County Citizens has been sold for taxes, the State
buying in more than 80 per cent of it and on Sept.
1, 1934 more than $1,500,000 in actual taxes re-
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mained unpaid in this County and will have been
advertised for sale when this reaches you.

Doubtless the same proportionate conditions pre-
vail in the other Counties of the State—this is one
of the reasons I contend that the taxpayers MUST
HAVE RELIEF.

(Suggestion No. 12)

Tax Payments and Redemption

The State now has on its books MILILIONS OF
DOLLARS in property acquired, through TAX
SALES. Most of this property will bring in no
revenue until the redemption period has expired—
much of it not even then.

Something SHOULD and CAN BE DONE to
make this property REVENUE PRODUCING for
the state, and at the same time make it EASY for
the former owner to REDEEM.

If the law cannot be changed so that this prop-
erty can be LEGALLY RESTORED to the for-
mer owner WITHOUT COST, then it can be ac-
complished by providing for redemption of property
sold for Taxes or Municipal Improvements on a
Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annual or Annual Basis
covering a period of not less than SIXTY MONTHS
(5 years). At the same time provide for a Monthly,
Quarterly or Semi-Annual Tax Payment Plan, or
the right of the Tax Collector (only upon request
of the owner) to transfer his tax lien to an indi-
vidual or firm. The latter will procure for some,
though not all, the advantage of monthly payments.

(Suggestion No. 13)
Schools and School Books

To impress upon you I repeat: THE SCHOOLS
OF RURAIL DISTRICTS AND THE SMALLER
COMMUNITIES WILIL, CLOSE FEBRUARY
FIRST—PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND HIGH
SCHOOLS.

There should be no discrimination against EDU-
CATION and the SALARY OF SCHOOI,
TEACHERS as in the past, but the ABSOLUTE
GUARANTEE of a full school year. 'The law
should be changed so that education will become
an ESSENTIAL FUNCTION of the state and
thereby receive its pro-rata share of State Money
just the same as other departments, many of which
are not nearly so NECESSARY.

The price of school books CAN and SHOULD
BE REDUCED. A contract with the present
School Book Depository was made during the
Graves’ administration to extend through the en-
tire Miller administration, and supposedly under
the 1927 law.
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This law is very plain and provides that only
FIVE PER CENT may be added (by the Deposi-
tory) to the WHOLESALE PRICE at which the
books are obtained from the Publishers either by
purchase or on consignment. This amount to re-
imburse the Depository for the cost of distribution,
handling, insurance, etc.

It likewise provides that unless the state can
secure an individual, firm or corporation to handle
the books at FIVE PER CENT, then the state
MUST ACT AS THE DEPOSITORY—the Legis-
lature provided a Revolving Fund of $150,000 for
such an emergency.

Another section provides that not more than

TEN PER CENT may be added to the above price
for Retail Distribution. The object of this law was
to deliver the book to the child at the LOWEST
POSSIBLE COST.
" The present State Depository not only RE-
CEIVES TEN PER CENT (the law provides Five)
BUT REFUNDS TO THE STATE IN CASH A
PART OF THIS EXCESSIVE COMMISSION.
Why does the State get the benefit of this rebate
and not the child?

If figures at one time given out by the Jefferson
County Tax Collector are correct, up to and in-
cluding 1932 the average business of the Depository
has been more than ONE MILLION DOLLARS
annually. That being the case the Depository has
ILLEGALLY COLLECTED more than $50,000
per annum,

A book retailing for $1.00 cost the Depository ap-
proximately .75c by purchase and .80c on consign-
ment; add to this .75¢ the five per cent (.0334c) al-
lowed the Depository and ten per cent (.07%%c) al-
lowed the Retailer and we get .8614c or .92c, re-
spectively. The simple fact of obeying the law will
save .13%4c and .08c, respectively, on a DOLLAR
BOOK.

This price can be further reduced if the State will
act as the Depository and handle the books through
the State Board of Education or the Convict De-
partment, using the $150,000 revolving fund pro-
vided for the purchase, and distribution of books
through the different Educational Institutions, viz:

If the State will waive its Five Per Cent allowed
for distribution and deliver the books through Edu-
cational Institutions it will be possible to deliver a
Dollar Book (retail price) to the child for .75c, or
if handled through local Retail Dealers at Ten Per
Cent can be delivered for .82%4c.’

Using the $50,000, mentioned above, as a basis,
the annual savings would run from $185,000 to
$250,000.

The law is again being violated because there are
not as many Sub-Depositories, or agents in each
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county as required—there must be not less than
three in each county.

There has been talk of using convicts to print the
books but such a plan is impracticable, not only will
it mean the installing of costly machinery but we
will have to make a specialty of convicting Printers
and Mechanics—there could be a shortable of this class
of labor in the regular run of business at Kilby.

By the first plan I believe books could be handled
much more satisfactorily, be of better grade and quality
and at much less expense.

At the time of the School Book Investigation
there was a clause in the contract between the
Depository and the sub-agent whereby the Deposi-
tory had the right to cancel the contract if the Re-
tailer should BUY, SELL, OR ALLOW TO BE
SOLD ON. HIS PREMISES ANY SECOND
HAND COPY OF THE ADOPTED BOOKS.

REMEMBER, INSTEAD OF REDUCING
THE COSIOF BOOKS THE STATE IS RE-
CEIVING IN CASH A PART OF THE ILLE-
GAL FIVE PER CENT NOW BEING COL-
LECTED BY THE DEPOSITORY, AND THE
DEPOSITORY PAYS WM, F. FEAGIN A SAL-
ARY OF $5000 PER ANNUM—FORMERLY
$10,000.

(Suggestion No. 14)

Restore Section No. 26

Of the State Board of Administration Act which
provided in substance: “NO MEMBER OF THIS
BOARD SHALIL RECEIVE LUCRATIVE RE-
MUNERATION FROM AN OUTSIDE SOURCE
DURING HIS TERM”.

During the Miller administration this act was
amended to create a ONE-MAN-JOB and Sec-
tion No. 26 of the original bill eliminated (evident-
ly for the benefit of Mr. Wm. F. Feagin). Whether
for the particular purpose I cannot say, but at the
time Mr. Feagin took office he received a salary of
$10,000 per year from the Depository and $7,500
per year from the State—the HIGHEST PAID
STATE OFFICIAL. :

Recently the State pay was reduced to $6,000 and
the School Book Investigation revealed the fact
that in December, prior to the investigation, the De-
pository reduced his salary to $5,000. So instead
of drawing $17,500 per annum he is now drawing
only $11,000—still the HIGHEST PAID STATE
OFFICIAL.

With the elimination of Section No. 26 a very
SERIOUS AND DANGEROUS situation con-
fronts us—the Chairman of the State Board of Ad-
ministration can be prosecuted for @ccepting a
bribe, but under the law as it now stands he may

LEGALLY PLACE HIMSELF ON THE PAY
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ROLL of any person, firm or corporation selling
ONE DIME’S WORTH OF GOODS TO THE
STATE.

You must admit that such a condition, even if it
does not encourage GRAFT, offers a MOST
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY—again we may
not always have a Mr. Feagin in this particular job.

If you wish to remedy this evil write today, and
have your friends do so, endorsing Suggestion No.
14.

(Suggestion No. 15)

Text Book Commission

This commission is now composed of the Gov-
ernor as Chairman, the State Superintendent of
Education and the Chairman of the State Board of
Administration, who serve without pay.

Of course the Superintendent of FEducation should
know, but at any change of administration we may
have TWO MEMBERS of this Commission who
know NOTHING ABOUT SCHOOIL, BOOKS.

This law should be changed so that the Com-
mission will be composed of FIVE, and its mem-
bership confined to OUTSTANDING EDUCA-
TORS AND TEACHERS of the State to be ap-
pointed by the State Superintendent of Fducation
(if that job can be removed from politics) or the
" Governor if it cannot.

The term of office of the original board to be
1,2, 3, 4 and 5 years respectively and the members
to elect a chairman. After formation of the first
board one new member shall be appointed (or the
old one reappointed) each year for a five year term.

The law should be changed so that, once a book
1s adopted (except for extreme cause) it must not
be discontinued for a period of five years. This
will prevent too many changes—I have heard ru-
mors of a change next year, and times are still
hard.

(Suggestion No. 16)

The Short Ballot

With the possible exception of Local Candidate,
and that does not always hold true, we now have
the privilege of electing to office certain State of-
ficials of who we know nothing as to their ABIL-
ITY TO PROPERLY ADMINISTER THE OF-
FICE, their MORAL CHARACTER, HONESTY
or GENERAL REPUTATION. Even with this
privilege MANY MORE ARE APPOINTED BY
THE GOVERNOR THAN ARE ELECTED BY
THE PEOPLE. In either event, once IN we have
no way of getting them OUT.

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX
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For the sake of ECONOMY and EFFICIENCY,
and to have ONE HEAD RESPONSIBLE, the
Constitution should be amended so that the people
elect only a Governor and a Lt. Governor and pos-
sibly the Public Service Commission, but only if
the Recall is adopted. We can at least find out
something about five candidates, but it is impossi-
ble to check up on a hundred or more.

The Governor should be allowed to appoint his
cabinet Members and all other State Officials;
their term of office to terminate at any time at the
Governor’s discretion, or unless they are Recalled
by a vote of the people. This amendment IN NO
WAMSTO APPLY TO COUNTY OR CIT Y OF-
FICIALS.

For the DOUBTFUL PRIVILEGE of possibly
making a serious and irreparable mistake in the se-
lection of your officials, under the present system,
wouldn’t you be glad to exchange this DOUBT-
FUL BALLOT for one that is DEFINITE and
CONCRETE—exchange it for the privilege of re-
moving any State, County or City Elective Official
from office, to PASS or REPEAIL any law,
RESCIND ANY ACT of the Legislature or to
INITIATE any LAW or AMENDMENT TO
FHEBCONSTHIITIONEE

In other words exchange the SHORT BALLOT
for the INITIATIVE, the REFERENDUM and
the RECALL so that you will actually have con-
trol of your State, County and City Governments.
You will then have something TANGIBLE and of
REAL VALUE to the people; something with
which they can throw off the YOKE OF T'YRAN-
NY and break up POLITICAIL, RINGS.

You will gain more in one year under the Short
Ballot, Initiative, Referendum and Recall than you
have in ONE HUNDRED years under the present
conditions.

(Suggestion No. 17)

State Tax Commission

This body was originally created by Governor
Comer and known as the Back Tax Commission.
Its duties being to see that assessments throughout
the State were EQUALIZED and that all property
was assessed at a fair and reasonable value, there-
fore its membership should be confined to people
KNOWING SOMETHING OF LAND VALUES
—not POLITICIANS AND THEIR FRIENDS,

For the month of December, 1932, the pay roll
of this Department was $15,588.81, which does not
include other departmental expense or ENOR-
MOUS FEES paid to Messrs. Cooper, Edmundson,
Harris, Barbour, etc. o

WATCH FOR A4 SALES TAX
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The salaries of Department Heads amounted to
$1,675. The Department to collect revenue under
Sec. 26, Revenue Act 1923 cost the taxpayers $9.-
783.31, the Department, Sec. 23-26, Motor Vehicle
Act cost $1,425, Department Sec. 10, Gasoline Act
1923 cost $450. A NEW DEPARTMENT, cost-
ing $150, was created to collect the ONE CENT
temporary gasoline tax of 1931. Fven though this
revenue comes from EXACTLY THE SAME
SOURCE, the $450 Boys could not collect that.
There is also a Department for Roads and Bridges
at a cost of $150, Tobacco Tax Department at $3,-
075 and Department of Telephones and Telegraph
costing $150. Don’t know what the Income Tax
Department cost us. Every time a new tax is added
or an existing tax increased a new Department is
created.

Much money can be saved by taking the COL-
LECTION DUTIES away from this Department
and placing the collections in the hands of the State
Comptroller where they rightfully belong. The
State Tax Commission could then be reorganized and
used for the purposes intended and composed of
people KNOWING SOMETHING OF LAND
VALUES. Better to abolish it entirely for there is
NO LIVING MAN OR SET OF MEN COMPE-
TENT OR HAVING THE ABILITY TO JUDGE
LAND VALUES IN EVERY PART OF THE
STATE.

There should be a SCIENTIFIC APPRAISAL
of all property in the State by competent boards,
and when completed the matter of PROPER AS-
SESSMENT'S should be left in the hands of County
Units capable of valuing property and not boards
composed of Politicians, their Friends, Butchers,
Bakers and Candle-stick Makers.

(Suggestion No. 18)

Departmental Consolidation

This is not a complete reorganization plan, but
will give you an idea of what a systematic and
thorough over-hauling of the State Departments
will accomplish,

All figures used are taken from the December
1932 State Pay Roll and include only salaries—no
OTHER EXPENSE.,

The Game and Fish Department cost $5,391.33.
If the State Law Enforcement Unit is to be revived
we could either use the Game and Fish Department
as a nucleus for the organization, or abolish it and
place its duties in the hands of the ILaw Enforce-
ment Body.

For December 1932 the Pension Commission cost
$242, State Board of Administration $29,5641, Bridge

WATCH FOR A4 SALES TAX
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Corporation, $2,060, -State Tax Commission $15,541,
State Treasurer $1,383 and Secretary of State $900
—a total monthly cost of $49,714, or $596,568 an-
nually.

By abolishing these Departments and transfer-
ring their duties to the State Comptroller we could
save more than $5,000 per month in salaries of de-
partment heads and about $7,500 in salaries of per-
sonnel, to say nothing of the savings in depart-
mental expense. The total savings would run con-
siderably over $150,000 annually.

All Counties have not duplicates of the offices
mentioned below (just the richer counties where
“pickings are better”), but just think of the sav-
ings that could be made in the Sixty-seven Counties
if we consolidated into the office of County Comp-
troller the Guardian Ad Litem, Tax Collector, Tax
Assessor, Deputy Collector, Deputy Assessor,
Treasurer, Commissioner of License, License In-
spector and Boards of Registrars—in the counties
not having all these offices consolidate what they
have.

Reminding you again Tax Collector, Tax As-
sessor and Deputy Collector of Mobile County re-
ceived OVER $28,000 IN FEES OUT OF MO-
BILE COUNTY SCHOOI, FUNDS ALONE.

YOUR MONEY IS BEING SQUANDERED
WHILE YOUR HOMES ARE BEING SOLD
FOR TAXES.

(Suggestion No. 19)
New Constitution and Antiquated Laws

One of our greatest needs is a New Constitution
and the elimination of many absurd, antiquated and
useless laws.

Georgia has a law in substance:

“All bathing beaches, etc., must have an expert swimmer
attired in solid bright red bathing suit, the shirt of which
must have on the breast thereof, in large white letters
LIFE SAVER. Af all times while on duty, he must have
a LEATHER HARNESS arranged as follows: A belt
around the chest connected with straps over the shoulders,
said straps to be joined at the shoulder blades. At the back
of the neck, to be an IRON RING about which shall be
attached a life line one-fourth of an inch in diameter and
not less than TWO HUNDRED feet in length.”

Another Georgia law provides:

“If any dentist shall be guilty of CRUELTY . .. he
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.”

A Michigan law:

“No Justice of the Peace shall hold court in any BAR
or any other place where any INTOXICATING liquors
are sold.”

A law in California, Illinois, Kentucky, North
Dakota and Pennsylvania provides:

“When a jury is composed of both men and women, the
women must be separated from the men jurors in the event
that it becomes necessary to retire for the night.”
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An Ohio law makes it a FEI,ONY FOR AN IN-
STRUCTOR IN ROLLER SKATING TO SE-
DUCE A FEMALE PUPIL.

A law in West Virginia makes it unlawful for
any unnaturalized foreign born citizen to own or
have under his control a dog in any part of the
State.

There are many foolish laws in Alabama and
many obsolete provisions in our Constitution. How
much better would it be to provide some manner of
relief in emergencies?

Recently ther appeared in the press a statement
purporting to give the “General View” of the 1935
Legislature regarding a New Constitution, in sub-
stance: ‘“T'HE PUBLIC IS IN TOO RADICAI
FRAME OF MIND UNDER PRESENT CONDI-
TIONS TO UNDERTAKE THE PROBLEM.”

I suppose the public, like a bad child, should be
properly spanked and put to bed and not allowed
the privilege of deciding for themselves whether
or not they want a NEW CONSTITUTION.

Such “General Views,” by men the people have
only recently elected to office tend to GOAD them
into really a RADICAL FRAME OF MIND. The
Legislators (who won) were glad to listen to the
“Voice of the People” in the recent primary and I
feel sure the lucky omnes think these RADICAL
PEOPLE were ultra conservative and displayed
rare judgment in nominating them—the people had
lots of BRAINS on that occasion.

The implication that the people can only be
TRUSTED in electing these Legislators to office
and haven’t the BRAINS or cannot be trusted to
adopt their OWN CONSTITUTION or handle
their OWN AFFAIRS is enough to make them
SEE RED.

If this “General View” is really correct then what
the Citizens of Alabama need is a Guardian—NOT
A VOTE. Judging from the results of some elec-
tions I am inclined to believe we are not so smart
after all.

I suppose it would be entirely fitting for these
one hundred and forty-one men the people elected
to the Legislature to undertake this job and we
would be assured there would be no RADICAL
provisions in the Constitution? :

Is it being “Too Radical” insisting upon Govern-
mental Reorganization, Economy and more care in
the Collecting and Spending of the Public Funds?
Are we being too radical in insisting that our Con-
stitution be RESPECTED and: changed so that
Alabama may take full advantage of Public Works
Funds, Tennessee Valley Authority, Road and Re-
lief Funds and insuring an education for our chil-
dren? e

Much money has already been lost to the State
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because of certain Constitutional Restrictions and
because the present administration refused to sub-
mit amendments to a vote of the people correcting
these deficiencies thereby making these funds le-
gally available so that Alabama could take full
advantage of the NEW DEAL.

The Politicians and Habitual Office Holders do
not want a NEW CONSTITUTION because they
are afraid the people will be RADICAL ENOUGH
to abolish many useless offices and prevent CRIM-
INAL WASTE in the spending of PUBLIC
FUNDS or that they might disturb the County
Gasoline Tax. FEvidently such PROTECTIVE
MEASURES is what your Legislature terms being
in TOO RADICAL FRAME OF MIND.

If there is ONE THING sorely needed in this
state that thing is a NEW CONSTITUTION—it
is needed NOW, not two years hence. We need
help while starving, not after we are dead.

The Constitution should be rewritten to meet
conditions of today and not those of thirty-three
years ago. A Constitution with “Teeth IN It” and
providing penalties for its violation—one that can-
not be OPENLY FLAUNTED AND VIOLATED
as is being done by many of our officials today.

Just why should a MANDA'TE of our Constitu-
tion have been made a Political Issue in the last
campaign—REAPPORTIONMENT? Speaking
collectively, every Governor, State Senator and
Representative since 1911 not only violate the Con-
stitution but his OATH OF OFFICE.

The question of Schools, Relief, County Gasoline
Taxes and reported shortages of more than $775,-
000 in only four out of sixty-seven Counties—a
loss to the taxpayers through either GROSS CARE-
LESSNESS, IGNORANCE or with CRIMINAIL
INTENT—should have received attention long
ago.

In demanding that immediate attention be given
to these matters can we be blamed for being “IT'oo
Radical”? T call it being TOO CAREFUL to suit
the Political Parasites.

AT EGISIATOR SHOULD SUPPORT 'ANY
MEASURE, REGARDLESS OF HIS PERSON-
AIL, CONVICTIONS, WHERE ITS FINAL
ADOPTION IS LEFT TO A VOTE OF THE
PEOPLE THAT PAY THE COST OF GOV-
ERNMENT AND ELECTED HIM TO OFFICE.

With the Initiative, Referendum and Recall writ-
ten into our Constitution the above questions could
have been settled TWO YEARS ago by a vote of
the people and we would not be subject to the
WHIM of a Governor or be at the MERCY of a
Legislature who admit that they have more brains
than the people electing them. .

Without a new Constitution the present one is
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going to be so plastered up with amendments it Wl'n
never look the same and it will take a Philadelphia
lawyer to interpret its provisions.

Just when are the people going to show how
much brains they really have by taking control of
their government from the hands of a small organ-
ized political minority and running their OWN
GOVERNMENT to suit themselves?

(Suggestion No. 20)

Basic Gasoline Prices

Some law should be passed EQUALIZING gas-
oline prices throughout the state where conditions,
cost of delivery and handling are practically the
same.

At one time, when gasoline was selling at .22c
near Decatur, Ala., this amount was divided as fol-
lows: Oil Company .07c, Filling Station .03c, and
Taxes TWELVE CENTS—incidentally at that
time this was the HIGHEST GASOLINE TAX
IN THE WORLD. ! )

In City of Birmingham straight gasoline was
selling for .23%5c including a tax of .08c. About
May 15, 1934, the Alabama Motorists Association
established filling stations for the benefit of its
members and open to the general public. Since
that time the oil companies have reduuced the price
of straight gas from .23%%c to .20c, while the Auto-
mobile Association is selling gas to the public at
.19c¢ and its members at .18c net. 4 )

This movement has resulted in a savings varying
from ONE to TWO cents per gallon on gasoline
and FIVE CENTS per QUAR'I‘; on oil, (;md in
addition the general public has been saved more
than $1,800 per day; approximately TWO HUN-
DRED AND TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS from May 15, 1934, to Sept. 15, 1934.

A short time ago the price of gasoline per gallon
was as follows: .12c, Tax .08c, total .R0c, Decatur
13%5¢, Tax .09¢, total .R%%4c. Athens .15%4¢c, Tax
.10c, total .2535c and Calera .14%4c, Tax .07c, total
R1Yc.

Pulaski, Tenn., .12%45c, Tax .06¢c, total .18%4¢c, Nash-
ville, Tenn., .14%4c, Tax .08, total .22Z4c, I_-quderson-
ville, Ky., .12%4¢, Tax .06¢, total .18%9 Githrie, Ky.,
14%5¢c, Tax .06c, total .20%5c, Evansville, Ind., .0%7c,
Tax .05c, total .12c.

The base price of gasoline runs from .07c to .15%4c
in Cities where cost of handling is practically the same.

THE PRICE OF AND TAX ON GASOLINE
SHOULD BE REDUCED.

WATCH FOR A SALES TAX
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(Suggestion No. 21 )
Additional Revenue

A vast amount of money is now going into the
pockets of the bootlegger and illicit distiller. This
money should be diverted to legitimate channels,
thereby producing much needed revenue for the
state and its political sub-divisions, as well as help
the property owner pay taxes.

The prohibition laws should be amended at once
so that state-wide legalized sale of light wines and
beer is permitted. We should also provide for a
COUNTY LOCAL OPTION referendum on the
sale of liquor permitting its sale in the counties
so voting.

We should adopt either a State or County con-
trolled system whereby liquor may be sold in un-
broken packages (something on the order of the
Canadian or Dispensary System) and confining the
sale of mixed and other drinks to legitimate private
clubs, restaurants and hotels with cafe attached.
Beer to be sold by any responsible business making
application and paying proper license.

We should be careful not to have an EXCES-
SIVE LICENSE AND TAX so that the bootlegger
and illicit distiller cannot compete and will be elim-
inated.

At the present time BEER and BAD LIQUOR
may be obtained in most every section of the state,
particularly the larger cities and towns. In Bir-
mingham REAL BEER (and home brew) may be
obtained at .20c per bottle while NEAR BEER @if
it can be found) cost .25¢c due to the State Tax.
While the state has not legalized HOME BREW it
condones the manufacture by placing a tax on
MALT. In Montgomery the cost of REAI, BEER
is .15¢c per bottle and you can get CURB SERV-
ICE.

Government Bottled in Bond liquor may be ob-
tained at from $5.00 to $6.00 per quart—reducued

~from $8.00 and $9.00 since repeal of the 18th Amend-

ment and the price of ALABAMA CORN has been
materially reduced even though the YIELD has
dropped below two hundreds quarts per acre.

Prohibition in Alabama has always been by Leg-
islative Act—never by VOTE OF THE PEOPLE.
ALABAMA HAS NEVER VOTED DRY. The
people have been given but two opportunities to
express themselves at the polls: First when they
REFUSED to write prohibition in their own State
Constitution and at the same time elected Gov.
O’Neal and voted back OPEN SALOONS. De-
spite this fact a Legislature, elected on a platform
not to disturb existing liquor laws, not only ratified
the 18th Amendment but voted the state DRY. The
second time was when we were, after a hard fight,
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given the opportunity by our Legislature to vote
on repeal of the 18th Amendment—you are familiar
with the result.

REGARDLESS OF ITS MERITS, OR THEIR
PERSONAIL CONVICTIONS, A LEGISLATOR
SHOULD VOTE FOR THE PASSAGE OF ANY
MEASURE WHERE ITS FINAL ADOPTION
IS LEET TO A VOTE OF ‘'HE PEOPLE.

(Suggestion No. 22)
Secret Ballot and Election Laws

I am informed that Alabama is ONE out of
FIVE states having the SELF-IDENTIFYING,
or NUMBERED MARKED BALLOT. I am un-
able to say just why this is done unless it is for
the convenience of POLITICIANS—the average
citizen never gets a chance to examine the contents

ballot box.
OfVat/hile the Alabama law provides for the SECRET
BALLOT, it also says the ballot M-A-Y, not
M-U-S-T, be numbered—but when this number is
placed on a ballot it ceases to be SECRET.

There has been much abuse of the Absentee Bal-
lot and there are many flaws in our election laws
that makes it almost impossible to prevent ILLE-
GAL VOTING and CROOKED ELECTIONS.

The election laws should be re-written with more
DRASTIC PROVISIONS and I;ENALTIE;SHf?Er
their violation, a new system of casting ballots
devised and a REAL, SECRET BALLOT PRO-
VIDED.

= (Suggestion No. 23)
Modern Tax System

To install a practicable and workable plan not
only requires the services of EXPERTS in the
matter of taxation but many months of study and
hard labor, therefore I am only offering this as
something to think about.

First there must be a definite and systematic plan
worked out for the payment of interest on and an
ANNUAIL REDUCTION of our debts before any
material TAX REDUCTI'%)%T is ].;Ld\{isable

The thing that H-U-R-T-S a business, corpora-
tion or ind%vidual is the payment of HEAVY

B e

' TAXES, LICENSE AND PRIVILEGES when

they are LOSING MONEY—our trouble today is
partly due to the fact that when we were making
money we did not care how much was spent and
took no interest in PUBLIC AFFAIRS, thus al-
lowing the Political Parasites to get a STRANGLE-
D on Government.
H(’%‘kXATION WITHOUT PROFITS MAKES
DISGRUNTLED CITIZENS, and I must confess

e e
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that I was somewhat disgruntled over paying an
income tax during 1930-31, even though I lost
money, while J. P. Morgan paid nothing during
those years, and at the same time property and
HOMES of Alabama citizens were being confis-
cated by the State FOR TAXES.

Wonder how a plan along the following lines
might work out in lieu of the present system :

1st—A Sales Tax of 5 per cent (less if possible) to be used
as a basis, collected by the State and a certain per-
centage returned to Local Governments in the ter-
ritory in which the revenue originates and not pro-
}Fted on the same basis as the County Gasoline

ax.,

2nd—Eliminate Homestead Exemption for the present, but
give a flat 25 per cent reduction in all ad valorem
taxes the first year and a further annual reducution
of not less than 5 per cent each succeeding year
until the ad valorem tax is reduced to a reasonable
figure—do not favor abolishing this tax entirely.
Property should carry a share of our burden,

3rd—Continue the Income Tax but making it a certain
percentage of the gross income to simplify making
out tax returns and save the expense to many
business institutions having to employ TAX EX-
PERTS to file returns. Exempt from operation
of the Income Tax all items included in the Gross
Profit Tax and under Section No. 4.

4th—Profits of persons, firms or corporations engaged in
wholesale or retail business, manufacturing, min-
ing, insurance, real estate or any institution oper-
ated as a business for profit.

5th—Abolish all ILicense and Privilege Taxes and in lieu
thereof adopt a GROSS PROFIT TAX under a
sliding scale depending on the amount of profit.
Taxing a certain percentage of the Gross Profits
will expedite and simplify filing of the returns and
will result in quite a savings to business.

6th—To cover small establishments, suburban and rural
districts we could have a UNIFORM License and
Privilege, or a Uniform Gross Profit Tax (varying
as to locality) covering those establishments whose
gross profit is $3,000 per year or less.

7th—Under this law firms whose books show a loss for
the year PAY NOTHING while the firm showing
a profit pays his share.

8th—After the financial affairs of the State, Counties and
Cities are in better shape, EXEMPT FROM TAX-
ATION ALL HOMES OCCUPIED BY THE
OWNER EXCLUSIVELY AS A RESIDENCE
FOR HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY. This will
encourage home owning and make better citizens,

9th—When this has been accomplished reduce the Sales
Tax rate to an amount just sufficient to meet our
neei::ig, leaving a small margin for EMERGEN-
CIES.

Many firms are forced to spend thousands of
dollars employing experts to file their income tax
returns because they are so complicated and have
so many ramifications the average citizen doesn’t
know “what it’s all about.” With a GROSS FIG-
URE and a fixed percentage of tax this cost will
be eliminated—any bookkeeper will be able to file
this return.

One of the great advantages of this system is if
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you MAKE NOTHING YOU PAY NOTHING,
while your more fortunate neighbor carries the
burden. We will then have TAXATION AND
REPRESENTATION, TOO.

Working out a modern system of taxation is a
tremendous undertaking, therefore the SOONER
STARTED THE SOONER FINISHED.

OPERATING METHODS MUST BE
CHANGED.

(Suggestion No. 24)

State Senators and Representatives

A law should be passed preventing a Senator or
Representative from accepting a State, County or
City appointive office, paying a salary or fees,
during the TERM FOR WHICH HE IS ELECT-
ED. He should be permitted to resign during his

term and run for an elective office provided such

resignation shall become effective before he can
qualify.

Abuse of this privilege, as well as the appoint-
ment of clerks, has aroused the public to the dan-
gers of TRADING and TRAFFICKING to secure
passage of legislation through such patronage.

I wish to call your attention to some FACTS AS
THEY EXIST concerning the 1931 Legislature,
and please bear in mind I DO NOT SAY OR
WISH TO IMPLY THAT THE STATEMENT
OF FACTS FOLLOWING IN ANY WAY IN-
FLUENCED THE VOTE OR ACTIONS OF
THE GENTLEMEN MENTIONED OR THAT
TIEEY WERE REWARDED IN ANY MAN-
NER.

You are, of course, familiar with the case of
Senator Jordan of Etowah—convicted on a bribery
charge? His Reward.

Representative Tate of Jefferson County was a
strong supporter of the Commission Term Exten-
sion. Bill, also Representative Bradford of this
County.

Gray Tate, a son of the former, is an assistant
solicitor appointed by the Solicitor, but this ap-
pointment must be confirmed by the Commission-
ers whose terms were extended. Representative
Bradford is employed by the County in collecting
court costs.

A Northern insurance company ran a large type
advertisement about their agent, Representative
Pierce of Barbour County, writing ONE MILLION
DOLILARS State Insurance, and a story about his
plane flight to Montgomery in order to reach there
in time to vote. I do not mean to infer that he
was rewarded for his vote, just want to call your
attention to the fact that this insurance was written
in what is known as a Mutual Company in DI-

T

RECT VIOLATION OF THE STATE CONSTI-
TUTION.

Only the voters of Alabama can PLEDGE THE
FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE STATE,
but the terms of this policy pledge its FULI,
FAITH AND CREDIT to pay any assessments
that may accrue.

Representative Barbour of Jefferson County be-
came a strong administration- supporter and now
has a position with the State as a Tax Gatherer on
a FEE BASIS.

Representative Culver of Etowah, an administra-
tion supporter, was appointed by Gov. Miller to fill
an unexpired term in that County.

Representative Christopher of Choctaw County,
a practical floor leader in engineering the Tobacco
Stamp Tax Bill, appears on the December, 1932,
pay roll (after passage of the act) of the Tobacco
Tax TFund as a Field Agent at a monthly salary
of $150.

I do not think State Senators or Representatives
should accept passes on railroads, busses, picture
shows or anything else gratis as he places himself
under obligations to “Special Interests.”

These instances are simply cited to show you
that with such practices permitted there is an op-
portunity for mis-use and abuse of the privilege as
well as a chance to “Bring Pressure to Bear” when
votes are needed.

As mentioned before, regardless of any other
fact, it is extremely important that LEGISLATIVE
PAY BE CONSIDERABLY INCREASED so that
members will not be forced to pay actual living
expenses out of their own pockets while in Mont-
gomery or depend on OUT-SIDE HELP or SPE-
CIAL INTERESTS to meet these expenses.

It is impossible to place the entire 141 members
of both houses on the Public Pay Roll, so why
should there be just a FAVORED FEW?

A SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE IS
THE POOREST PAID PUBLIC SERVANT,
YET HE TS A VITAL COG IN THE MOST
IMPORTANT BRANCH OF THE STATE
GOVERNMENT.

There Are So Many Changes

needed in the operation of State, County and City
Government and in present laws it is impossible
to cover them all in a “Booklet”—VOILUMES
ARE REQUIRED. Some of the most. important
are:

(1)—No extensions (Local Bills) of terms, raise of pay

or creation of new offices unless submitted to the voters in
the territory affected for final ratification. (2)—Require
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all State, County and City officials handling public funds
to furnish bonds in REGUILAR BONDING companies
authorized to do business under the State Insurance De-
partment. Private bonds, in many instances, are of no
value. (3)—Front and rear automobile tags will be of help
in enforcing traffic laws. Alabama is ONE out of THREE
states not requiring this. (4)—Uniform State Traffic Laws
eliminating speed traps and containing a strict driver’s li-
cense provision for the protection of both driver and the
public and to aid the authorities in the event of crime.
The charge should be just sufficient to cover expenses.
(5)—Remove State Superintendent of Education from poli-
tics, likewise the Department of Education. (6)—Abolish
the Deficiency Judgment, (7)—Reduce legal interest rate
to 6 per cent. (9)—Drastic Loan Shark Laws. (10)—
Burial Associations to be under control of the State Insur-
ance Department and the same protective restrictions as
any other insurance company authorized to do business in
Alabama. (11)—Improve and simplify all legal procedure.
(12)—Improve State Banking Laws so that depositors will
have ample protection and funds of closed banks not be de-
pleted by LIQUIDATION and ATTORNEYS’ FEES. (13)
—THERE SHOULD BE A CIVIL, SERVICE LAW
COVERING ALL STATE, COUNTY AND CITY EM-
PLOYEES, WITH A PROVISION PREVENTING

HE DOES This will prevent the building up of political
machines by office holders, and employees neglecting their
duties while working for a candidate and being paid by the
taxpayers for another service.,

One of the primary causes of our present finan-
cial condition is DIVERSION OF FUNDS and the
ABSOLUTE DISREGARD OF AND VIOLA-
TION OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION by
some officials and lack of interest by many officials
and office holders in the welfare of our people—
they are SELFISH.

In conclusion permit me to say that I have no
personal axe to grind and I am not asking any
favors. T do not belong to any Group or Organiza-
tion or am I receiving any financial support except
that mentioned in the early pages of this booklet.

A careful study of these suggestions will fail to
reveal any hidden motives or an attempt to aid a
particular class or interest at the expense of others;
every suggestion is offered for the benefit of the
State AS A WHOLE.

I intend to keep on fighting for WHAT I THINK
IS RIGHT as long as my limited means shall last,

Upon a few days advanced notice I will be glad
(at my own expense) to visit your community if
you think my services will be of any value in ad-
dressing a meeting of citizens or in the forming of
an organization for your protection and better-
ment.

I am against a sales tax in any shape, form or
fashion unless there is a PROPORTIONATE RE-
DUCTION in the present Tax Burden, and until
the State, Counties and Cities have done their full
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part in REDUCING GOVERNMENTAI, COSTS

i

' by REORGANIZATION, ECONOMY and the

elimination of COUNTY OX-CART GOVERN-
MENT. When that is done and it is clearly shown
that PROPER ECONOMY will not produce the
desired results, then impose a sales tax at a rate
JUST SUFFICIENT to meet our needs. Once a
sales tax is imposed, without proper reorganization,
the need for ECONOMY vanishes—when addi-
tional funds are needed instead of ECONOMY an-
other cent will be added to the Sales Tax rate by
the Politicians just as done with gasoline.

It is my earnest desire to have some law whereby
the people may remove an office holder for failure
to carry out his CAMPAIGN PROMISES.

A PLATFORM is something a candidate stands
on that he thinks the PEOPLE WILI, FALI, FOR.

Trusting you fully understand that NOTHING
CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED except through
YOUR FULL CO-OPERATION and a HIGHIY
ORGANIZED MOVEMENT and CONCERTED
EFFORT, I beg to remain,

Very truly yours,

W. B. LEEDY,
P. O. Box 2272.

N

Birmingham, Ala.,
Sept. 1, 1934.

WATCH FOR 4 SALES TAX
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-~ R 3, Daggett ioh., | & ,

Hov. 4,

1932.

3

John Le'ioh}mn', : ey
Bbar,81r-:- 7 \\ : - :

Yours of Oe¢t 31 reccived and we hasten to rcply'z‘ '!a, V
are taking pleasure in mailling you herewith a copy of "History"
of our Colony, a short statement of the Single Tax in general

‘»The Single Tax, What I: Is, and Why We Urge It", a copy of oy_rl

form of appliocation for land and ®The It County of Alabama®
dealing with agricultural conditions, etc. of this county,

We are not interestad in ul‘é\‘b'f any land in Baidw;'n :
county, but only in leasing our land, We have a couple of op=
oprtuniti s now to secure improved leaschoids which are excep=

 tionzl. One we conaider extraordinary is improveszente on 40

acres, the ownsr of which died within a few months, leaving mo

one here interssted and the non<resi‘ent heir will eell the plae éﬁ
for $250 cash. This includes only on 40 acre leasehold conzist- ., §

of small housa, three or four rogme but quite livable, nsarly:
all the land cleared; two or three barns, and t®o or thrée ch

‘ehisken houses, well fencing, cross fencling, etc.

The lsnd ie e‘xaellen_j'.; It 18 juet two and one half from

the center of town on a wall traveled road, mall and sghool buse
routee. The rent on the land, shich is inclusive of taxes on the
land and on improve entes andi p-rsonal property is at present
ratine about®?  a year. Possession of twildinzs ocould be had at

.once, we undarstand, and of allvthe land the first of Jamary -

Yours very sincers iy,

rAIaHOPguSINQLE TAX CORP.
e

Secretary.

¥

i et & WD MR 4
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i TR Sept. 5, 1930,
Josepl Leiser, '
3737 Polk St. g . ‘
Gary, Ind, | ; : / ‘
Dear Siri~.
T - Yours of Sept. 1 received and carefully read, I am
sure you would be weloome at Fairhope and do not know wvhere

‘you would bs likely to find a situation beeter for one in
_your position, as stated in your lstter, ‘than here-=though
You would find few of your religion in this lmwediate community.

The matter of a small tragt of land suitablé for garden-

\1ng'aﬂd poultry will be easy. To find something with livable buili-

ings on it which could be reneted would be more difficult, but I
am sure there are such. It would be hard to name a figure for
rent or purchass, wsithout more ax information as to what your ro-
quirements weuld,ha. , : ;

' I think 1t would be &‘fiée‘idua for you to come over
here when making your proposed visit to Augusta, Ga.

2 .~ Am sending you some printed watter about this section
and about opr Colony and suall hope to see you befors long. ;

e : Yours Very truly,
\ : % ’

Se Cretary.



3737 Polk St
Gary, Indaiuna.

Septe. I,
1930

E B Gaston
Fairhope
Algbamsg

»

Daar Mr Gaston

Mrs Tooe whom I met this summer at Granvt,
Mich mentipmed your uame as the most likely to be 4inmterested
in the propesitiom that is about to be disclesed?

' Hy iuquiry to Mrs Toue zelative to Fairhope a2 a poss
ible location elicited from her the reply tiat I was the
tppe fitted for the place tawd: would find ocougedal compuay ther:
withio a shert time

I hgve of course put the eart before the horse. But will
set forth the situvation briefly: I am a Yabbi belouging tp
the same school as Alfred Moses in Mobile ( a persoual friend)
but have beeu Zreleased or disengaged- what yor will-- because
depressiou floods and ether disasters iu tHeleua where I was
located eigth years- compelled ©he ceugregation to discontiuvue.
Overprodiction of the rabbinical ocloth makes it difficult for
one t0 bsccsalrasted for aunother job- I am therefore wuuemployed
rabbinically. Thri/ the inter¥eutiou of frieuds, etec. & suall
subvention is {rauted me so that I have semething wher¥eou to
live aud subsist.

: ' For mauy yea¥s I have had ah iunvalid wife t0 maiutain
aud uotyTl recestly thru strong pressure ou her fsmily who

have meaus, they made a gesture to aid me by assumiug a

part of the burdes of ocariug for au utterly hipkss persou

whe 18 uot uvow wer¢ has she ever beeu of auy assistance to meu
But this aside.

 Hgaligiug that a professiesal 1ife disassgoiated from the

goell - was futile nn,«natnui" unhealthy aud avif- social in a
large seuse I egzaaually 998 'schosled my self Go £a¥m in a small
way . I have always had a getden sud have not beeu ‘divoreed /v ue,
from the e0il vuutil this mesék wheu I came worth _ A e



A

‘ The question therefere I » eseunted to Mrs Toue was
pamely this: weuld it be poessible for me %6 obtaiv a small
cottage ,very ivexpemdive , and the use of a pupcel of laud sgAfM)

sufficient te ﬁ:aok\atiﬂai:hope? M
S reasous for requesting this infoImatiocu weZe
menifeld. If >possible for me tP be located there T might
maivtaiu myself at a very medest figure aud at the same time
finish some literary shjects that have been danugliung before
me ‘élao' revise the playe I have omposed in YXecent .3ea!8
aud prebably have thew printed 4if wot produced, etoc.

The gingla tax theory aud 1ideal has always appesled to
me aud while i+ have uot becen a propadangist of it I dm given to
understand that oune need mot be among the orusdders to gain adm
mission to “airhepe

Iiteragture I am told will be mailed me in reply fo
this letter, I may alse add that L have au eigagemeut duriug
our ?ewish holidays( Sept 22- Qot, 4) at Augustao Gae., It ;
occufed to me that all thiugs being satisfactory I might
visit Pairhope since I am iu the neighborheod at that time
so to speakeo : :

will however be grateful to you for auy Iinforma -
tion you mgphtbring to my atteution relative to this letter and 1
its partiuciar syituation and problem or whatever elss y ou
cars to disclose.  Renmtal aud livisg oests . prespects of fello
ship are items of partisular ocodcern to me., GBABEE Tu sll
probability I would be globe a1d oo that basis you might
reply 6o specifiec inguiries.

Appreciatiug your faver, I anm,

Sincerely yours

{:/ p ,erflf}ﬁ é’ _{ﬁ f
y J(/‘\”t’/ (7 St
£/ Vi
/ /
< (A 4 /f
> W > / y ¥#

Va '

n .’ 4 -
! A/ )r ~A7 . ol .t Gale

KON

o
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/ il Sept. 26, 1934,

¥Mr. E.J.Leitenberger,
374? Ho. Park Ava»,
Philadelphia, Pa.

%

Dear Siri=- ‘ ‘

At the euggestion of UMr. Wilmer P. Hoopes, of Forsst Till,

Maryland, I am taking plsasure in sendirg ¥ou some printed matter
. regarding our "Colorny" and seotion, which I trust you wil® Tind in-
‘ tCrBﬁﬁing. : 7 s ; 5.

Ws have o sugceseful Colony anl'a fine country an? clim&f& ¥l

If you are looking for a home, better give us consideration.
) '

~We would help you, not rob you.

4

Yours very einocerely, -

Sacretary. . I

RS ! ]



J'ﬂly 15, 193?» o

lirs. Ruth C, Leatz,
- 1024 Bank St.,
Webster City, Iowa.

Dear Madami=-

Your letter of 1lth at hand. There is still opportunity
for peopla to enter our cmmsunity and will be as long as we have
unoccupied land, but theére is no requiresent for emtrance except <
to pay six months rent in advance on whatever land is selected; run-
ning from £3.50 down to 90 cents for land in the country (per acre)
and from $10 dsxax a year up on lots in Town. ;

We have no provision in our plan for employinz any cﬁb,
their emp loypent and sustenance is wholly their own affair.

~ We are glad to extend our advantages to &ll who come
but in these times cannot undertake the responsibility of advising
any one. -

s

Times are hard here as they are elsewhere-~but from the
inherent defects in the system everywhere else pravailing not t°
~anything local to us. , £ N

I am sorry that we are very shy on literaturs, but am
enclosing some matter which may help you to an understanding
of our plan. | ; _ .

Am sorry not to be more encouraging.

Yours most sincerely,

Seoretar:.



SO 2L @M/Z{ﬂ
%/«/@/ Sy

@,?ﬁ,?/jm% /@‘?// i i

Cilcatbrsre o

7 @
Tl %7;“; %ZW Wf

%Wu/vv CRE Jzé:jn ..oy S /

fﬁéA et e = g ﬁ- et .
gl K JK”‘—Q—’-—/ 2o A—*’CZ._,,),

g

W
o) el U%Q Loty



June 8, 1980.

M. Lesser,

C/o. Lesser's Shoe Ssore,
4834 Hichigan Ave. ;
Detroit, Hioch.

Dear Sir:-

Yours received and read with interest. Glad to have
some word of liorris Greenbaum, who is well remembered. We are
taking pleasure in sending vou an illustrated pamphlet repo-
# uvolng a very excellent article on this county, Baldwin,

from the L.& N.R.R. Employe's lMagazine; also a couple of
coples of the Courler of recent dete, with some marked arti~
cles regarding poulsry. :

‘ .. Up to Wednmesday of 'last week nearly 3,000 cars of
produce had aleready been shipped from this comnty, for this
season, bringing in spproximarly a million and a qQuarter
dollars and several hundred more cars will be shipped. Beside
this is the constant flow of produce, truck, chickens, eggs,
milk, etc, to sppply local markets, and in the fall valuable §
fruit and nut orops. ;

; ~ We have here undoubtedly one of the best all round
, countries to be found anywher; yes, here, as glsevhere, the
laws are at presest againet the primary producers and they do
not. appear to have sense enoughto vote for men conmitted vto
legislative polkéies which would be in their interest. :

Qur Colony is a success.  Our town, of which the Cod

, ony is the chief factor, has grown to be the largest town in &
 the oounty as shown by the last ceneus. The Colony has land :
for lease in the county, for around a dollar an acre~-no pur=
chase price-~all your money lefy for dmprovements and to get
& start; or youv- can but, if you prefer the old ways=--but
not from us. e N

: I am mailing you a copy of the Colony*s lsase. We
should be glad to have you investigatethe Colony and the
country and to have you locate here, if you think you‘'sse
your way to makz ‘a go -of it.

Yours very truly

THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORAT'N

By

Seoratary.
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darch 25, 1934.

Carll ©. LeValley,

Mattitunk, N.Y. L , \»:\_U
Dear Sirt= | A

At NN
Yours of March 19th at hand. And I t:ke pleasuie{iﬁ
replying. I may say that we have not in.practice gond info tye ™
determination of "goonomic TE kY 8- particularly as ur. Karrvnw\
of Tahanto and other "Enclaves® tra'*ai of in "Enclavzs of tha - \
Econouic Rant.u e

| qugr elause 1 of our form of la B2 and .the applic 1§15n
for land enclosed our view=point is set fort:r, I tuink, kith
sufficient cisarness. PR N LY

‘ Our constitution, {copy of which I =2ls0 send you,
it is made the duty of our Executive Counil Sasction 10, to make
an annual appraisal of the rantal valve of &11 lands he¢3 ‘or
lzase by the Corporation®” which is to be done with all ine
formation befors then.

Article VI, provides for a referendum on all acts
of t @ pfficers, but ncnfin rd to the meabes - s. We feel that we
have pretty well deterained that a :1r:ia Tax Colony can oanly s
safe ly be entr sted to Singletaxers; while we throw our land
open for le ase to members and non-mewbérs alike, the non=mem=
bers have to takes the rental val.atlons fixed by the menbars,

A Falrhope lescez fares in comparison +ith e cit-
izen of Bay Minette, very muo accoriing to the use of hies land
and the axoumt of investm-nt ia it. Bging frec from any invesgt-
ment for purchass of the land, and having his taxes to Lexgr, taxe
ine @utuﬂriti 5 taken care of, ho in oot cases will fzre marked=
ly “etter than the B.M. The savings in vestwent and the quality
of imroveme ts ares most important o ctors.

I ““1'1\”@ no idea of tnre population of Nattituek, do
not find it in the Postal Guz**. You do not esay, wheti 2r improves
or not, nor givs 1ny idsa of =treet frsnt»a'; depth, 2tc., all
of which woul:! figure in rent calculation under our plan.

We have no organized tovnshipe in Alabasa a Twp.
having no officers and esimg siaply & traxt em\ea"ifw 36 sec=
tions in rectangular fors.

Assessments are made by the counties, with taxes



collected for the ﬁtﬂﬁx,uuululQ ity and echool district, if any
by the County tax collector and the Town assesswent cade on .
County's assescswent, bu town taxes collected b y the town

clerk.

¥e have a very poor ascescing erstaem ia this state, in
that we have no ﬂgge,h rznt on tr2 prewlsss. The tax assaseor

and tax collector made rounds of tia precincte, sittim one io
three dave in the e tLl@;ktn-acﬁ&rﬁing to their ‘u@ort&nca, and
taxpars come in and set their own value usually on their propere=
ty, subizot to 1wtéz z@vi~* oy the County Comalssioners gitting
ag & Board of Equalization.

If the assessor learns from zome Bource tr-t & property
ompar has bullt a house on nis nolding, he will assese hin vith
it usually "on inforamaticn® not inspection~--and will ggi 10%
for non-asses-mant .

I nope thie #111 e about the inforwation vou want.
Am senifiirg sows printed matter under anotnor wrapper.

Yours very sincarely,

Sacratary.



Matti tuck, N.Y.,
March 19, 1934.

Mr. Ernest B. Gaston, Sec'y,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fgirhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

I have just finished reading "Enclaves of
Hcnnomic Rent for the Year 1930," a book which was
loaned by by a friend. I have also read some of
Henry George, and 4“ouis I'. Post.

How do you folks determine true economic
rent and apply it to Fairhope?

Also, how does a Fairhope leaseholder
fare in comparison with a citizen of Bay Minette,
similarly situated® I'm trying to get at this
through my own experience. I own a corner lot in
Mgttituck, about 8 minutes' walk from its center,
contains .64 acres, and taxes for 1934 amounted to
about $89., covering state, county and town levys,
and extras for light, fire and school.

How does the property embraced within the
bounds of Fairhope appear on the tax rolls of the townsphip
in which Fairhope is located? If the assessors of
the township notice someone in fairhope biilding a house
on a heretofore vacant lot, do not they raise your
assessment, same as they do here in my township?

Any information you may care to give me along
these lines will be much appreciated.

Yours venytrul?,

Carll S. LeValley,
Matti tuck, N. Y.



: . ,  Sept. 5, 1230.

Frank Leverstt,
1724 South University Ave.,
_ Ann Arbor, Nich.

“Dear Mr. Leveratti~

1 wee pleased to receive yodurs of Aug. 288, and to learn
more of your plane for the winter, which will probsbly bring you
to rvairhope in October. :

You will have plenty of oPpQr%unitias'tc rent cotlages
or aparsments for a month at that time, as the tiie of winter
tourist travel will not vet have set in. -

: You should be able to gat aocommodations to sult your
needs from 220 to $40 a month. '

Hoping to Bee you here aa/par'your program,

Yours very truly PR s
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inn Arbor,Hichigan,august 28 1930,

Mr.2.3.Gaston,
Baitor Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope,Alabamas.
Tear HMr,Gaston:-
Your letter of sugust 18,with inclosures,and the august 14 copy

of thé Fairhope Courier have been recaived and read with much interest, 4
As I do not have a copy of my letter to mr;Griggs I do not know how fully it
set forth our plans for the winter; So 1 may repeat some things that are in 184

Mrs.Leverstt and 1 together with my sister and her husband of Denmark, Iowa,
are planning to go South by auto from Denmark sometime in Cctober. We are ex-
pecting to range quite widely along the Gulf Coast,stopping from a few days
to a few weeks in places of interest; 1 am a geoiogist,and am interested in
the old beaches that appear at different levels above the present sea level,
50 while on the borders of lfobile Bay I will attempt to map the course of
one or more of these beaches,and also follow them for some distance each way
from the Bay. From Fairhope 1 might perhaps workx as far as Pensacola., This
study may take nearly a month,in which I could use Fairhope as a base; e

1

mgy Geclde to make Falrhope our first stopping place,reaching there probably

Ja

in the latter part of QOctober,

Wr.Griggs has written me of the attractions of your community,which
leads me to anticipate a pleasant time there., e can probgbly find suitsable
sccommodations after reaching there. We rented a furnished apartment and

: , 4 ; nZUFLA
kept house each of the two winters we have been in Tucson,put perhaps our
stay in Fairhope will be too short to make housekeeping feasible. We will
be glad to learn vhat opportunities there are for renting apartments for

housekezping,and at what rates,for a period of a few weeks,

Very truly yours,



Reprinted from SciENce, May 23, 1930, Vol. LXXT,
No. 1847, page 544.

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Relative value of physiographic and paleontologic cri-
teria in Pleistocene correlations: FRANK LEVERETT. The
physiographic criteria embrace certain persistent and
practically uniform conditions, such as rainfall, stream
gradient and character of formation, which produce a
given result in the modification of a land surface in a
given time. Thus each glacial formation of the several
which are present in glaciated districts shows a degree
of erosion and weathering consistent with its age. So
also do the Pleistocene marine terraces of the Atlantic
and Gulf coastal plains. It is evident to a person who

has studied both the glacial and the marine terraces that . . .

the Pensacola marine terrace which has a shore line;in
Florida at about 33 to 35 feet is no older than the late
Wisconsin drift, but the higher marine terraces, Tsala
Apopka and Newberry, are evidently of greater age
than the Wisconsin drift. Turning now to the paleonto-
logic criteria, it appears that the remains of many species
of extinet vertebrates are found on the Pensacola terrace,
some of them in close association with remains of man.
From studies elsewhere it had been inferred that certain
species had become extinet as early as Middle Pleistocene
time. On this basis the terrace would be given a much
greater age than is consistent with its freshness of con-
tour, and the human remains if contemporary with those
of the extinet animals would be given very great an-
tiquity. . This naturally raises the question of the value
of paleontologic eriteria in comparison with physio-
graphie eriteria. It is evident that the extinction of a
species of either animal or plant life is due to factors of
uncertain and varying character, which can not be pre-
dicted and which do not of necessity have time limita-
tions. A given species may suffer extinction in one dis-
triet long before it does in some other distriet in which
conditions are more favorable for its continuation. The



2

physiographic criteria may thus be made a basis for
correlations where paleontologic evidence is of conflicting
character. The physiographic criteria can be depended
upon, however, only as a measure of age of relatively
young formations. In older formations than the Pleisto-
cene the paleontologic criteria are likely to be preferable
to the physiographic. Neither set of criteria has the
definiteness in determination of the age of an old for-
mation that is possible in the determination of the age
of a Pleistocene formation.
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Aug. 18, 1930, 5

K. Fraak Leverett,
1724 S.University Ave.,
 Ann Arbqr, Mich, ,

Dear 31§:~,

¢/ Our muteal friend, Mr. J.W.Griggs, of long Beach, Cali-
fopnia, hae forwarded me your latter of recent date %o him and - g
take pléaanrw in sending you & late copy of ocar local paper and
some ofher matter whioh will give you some information about our

uniqn# and- v&ry delightfully lpcated town of yairhapo.

‘ I am nota bble to 8¢ ni you what I would 1like, as, we h&ve
q&iue exhuuased our let edition nf en illustrated foldegr.

Most people like our town very wuech and &Gme prefer our
olimate to # that of Florida,

Iz yau hhaul& like more specific 1nfarm&tieﬂ,on any

point pleasc write me,
Yours very .truly,

7 Beoretary & Edit@i.

a



e ,

lMarch 21.1934
Otto Lieb,
4578 So. Turner Ave.
Chica;;o,', 111,

Dear Sir: ,
-~ 1 am chagrin=¥ to note that yours q;L,

eaaped attention and ‘eg your pardem. . T

2 ,__,.,x"{ P

I am plaaaed to . sén you some printed atter about
our. Colony, and an intere’ tinz fold rabout thie saction, én-
titled *Ths 'IT' County of Alabasa.

We have considerable land open for leas. , =t ‘1‘%0 /
%25 an acre a year; but uncleared, thoush there some fayorable %P”
portunitieq to buy the imrovements o:xleaaeholda.

Thie is & fine counxry ani I hope you $111 come down
and look us over.
' Yourse ery truly,

- 'Becratary. "
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Jan. 23; 18%6
Fayne Like, , '
Plainwell, Mich.

Desr Mr. Likei- Y

Your letter 0f£ 17°th at hand. I an quite disappointed ﬁf‘
at your advice that you have not sold your propertv thsrve. Thoughl
you reported having done so Some time ago. I would not like o

take the respomsibility of advising one to make a move evn to
such a good place as Fairhone and Bal »in County, Ala., =ithout
means to provide him with re.csonable requireménts to take cars

of himeddi, =nd family if he has one.

-~ . You refer.to theferry" by whioch wa used to get across
Mobile Bay. But with the completion of .a syetem of bridgees and
caugévays, which was completed in 1927, it w#as not long until the
ferries wore all out of buginees and w> ars now reachable by rajil«
road and motor roads with through bus rates from anywhere nor:th
to any considerable point in this part of the country; or if you
an automobile --which almst evary one has---though I do-not-have—_
you can fill uf your zas tank and co-e on - '

X That 1s what I should advies. There 1s nothing like see-
ing for yourgelf. DBut you should be able to make ths return trip
if desired. Peonla are driving froam nere up to Chicago and otier
P*ages in that general territory every fes Asye. dany loads of pe-

cang #<fe trucked up into. that country sand sold thare and loads
Qf apples brought back to sell here.

~

, I do not want to discourase you nor do I want to sake
any money off of you; but nsither do I want you to be likely to
get stranded here, without having reasonable chancss of eata D=

lighing yoursels$. } o '

I hope to hear from you furthers

Ve:y truly yours,

8%cretary

We are having a %eold spell” with freszing some at nigh
gat which feels wmighty cold to us; for we 45 not prepare for it
as people havs to up there
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Dac. 2, 1835

Wayne Like,
Plainwell, Mich.

Dear Qiri-

Yours received. I remesmh-r nraevious correspondenc:
with you and a: cleased that you think you are no w athle to
congider co:ing to Fairhope. It is just the time to be doing
that and I hope you will decidzd to cone.

I have not had time to g® hunt up all the swall
places that are on the market but enough to find that vou ou ht(/
to hwe cholce of a number likely to suit your necd g at from 180¢//
for ten acres, with small houdeyp to #1,000 for 40 acresx\gggii_zk
houge, barn, good well, nearly all clearedm that which is no%,
good pasturz land. Good for small stock farm, more can be had
adjoining; 3 30 acres housz , barn, mostly in cultivation, $800 g

4% another 40, mostly in cultivation; tils, house and "arnA never
been finighed up inside, but with a few dollars could bLe made
a good place, price cheap at £400, Am gure any of these could
ba had for half cash, balance secured on the property, and some
oould b2 ghadzd in nrice soune.

YYu will never find opportunities retter.

I am not a real estate agent #4a and do not stand to
& commigeion on any of these.

Hoping to see you hare,
Aot Yourse vary trul

oyt R s

1, W '
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i _ V. July wl, 1934.

Eﬂ§n3 Like,
Plainwz1ll, Mich.

Dear Mr. Llkat= VA j

I am glad to learn of the interest awakensd in you = |
regar iine our Colony, from fhe report of your eon Wayne, a recent
visitor, and appreciat-d your eppreclation of the tsndency of
vaople to ask "foolelh Quastigne.” Think you were presty free
from doinz =zo. 2 T §

We have mot a/ fine countey, here, about the best little
town in the aouth an ' gur "Cglony* ie a mighty good proposition;
yet it is taking 'ig ol/ancem for anybody-waspecially advanced
in gears and with small means. to undertaks to szke a chunge now,
when everywherse ies poverty and unemploymant varying only in degree,

We will leasé any nuabgr of acras from two or three~-prefar
ably not lese than five in the country up to 40 or =ven more; but we .
prafer small holdings, to accommodate a good mnny to a big holding
for a few,

Just now ve MWave any imprpvred tract- availabvle,
with bullilnze on. but may have to fordcose on some soon which
we would very much regrst to o, but we cennot pay our obligations
without otheres pay us and I am sorry tp e#y there iz = tenden=-
ay to let the Colony wit until the laet. -

‘As to any “husiness opening, it is Wardly necesesry to Bay
that there ie no consplouous lack in the business line; but I an
reminded of zany timee I ':ve kno-n people %o maks a suc-ess
in business where there was no opening apparsht to ume.

I ‘ope some way may be found fér you and »ife to conme

ani make your home with us. i _
Yours very truly,

Secratary.












. } April 28,1834,
Wayne Like,
Plainview, iich.

Dear Mr. Liksi=

Yours of 20th received. Glad you were pleassd with
the matter I sent you regarding our Fairhope propositiont and
conditions. Glad you recognize that Singletax goes down to bad-
rock in establishing equality of oppfortunity to enjoy the
bounties of naturs.

I am not much interested in people's "interpretations"
of ancient Bible or other prophecies. I try toc keep within the
bounds of faoct and logic. I agree with Senator Reynclde, of N.C.
whom you quote in regard to destruction of cotton, of hogs,
periaps co"s to come, taking land out of cultivation, etc. That
is taking entirely too much responsibility upon individuals.

The troubie is not with producing too much. It is
not over-production that is the trouble with us. I% is improper
diveion of the product and this is the rosult of special privi-
lege of one sort and another. The worst, the right kaxg rather
power for some to come betwecn theilr fellow men and the source of
all wealth, all life, the 2arth and desand tribute for that whioh
the creator lntended egually for all. Some years ag in this part
of the country, we had something even worse--slavery--in which
the master owned his fellow~h umans, of another race and color.
That has been done away with. Let us hope ownership of the earth
against other humans will be done away with. Other spescial privi-
leges, which will have to be done away with private ownership of
rallroads and all public utilities, private control of currancy,
esocaping individual responsibility by corporate organization,
ato.

We seam to understand each other very well on general
principles; now to your further incuiries about Falrhope.

Yes. we have uniaproved land open within two miles of
town and farther out. Within 2 miles the rate would be about &3
an acre, farther out as low as £1.00 The rent cannot be guarane
teed for five yeare for our ruls is for annual valuation. That
does not mean necessarily goin: #p every year, but must be con~
sideration. For this year we made a general reduction of 4%.

Ags to timber; we conslder that as an lsprovesent or
torop® to be appralsed and paid for by the less=e when taking
possaesion. The land has all been cut~over during past years and
there are few cases in which there is tiaber of an' considerable
value. Paid for by the lasse2 he ic free to do as he pleates with



I admit att



e,

it, can lat it stand and recisve the increasing value by growth,
or sall the turpentine privilece or the timber for luwber or
pulp wood. It is generally in demsnd.

Yss, we have some partly ilmproved places, & few, which
we could dispose ofj and would make reasonmle terms to purchaser
of improvements; but hardly worth while to take up suse at this
stage.

Yes, we have a good deal of clay topsoil, with heavier
sub=s0oll, sowe much, sandler. Each has its advantages.

Wa have to go & good deal deeper for water than about
Folay, ordiinarily about 60 Ft.

We ship mostly through Rovertsdale. There usually coop=
erative buyving at local sheds; or ons can na:1l to Robertsdals.

We have no local industries employing labor on a large
scale; at present, liks all the balance of tne sountry have a lot
of families under relief. The chencee to get work are poor. The
relief is payingz o minigum of 30 cents an hour, whan plenty of men
would ba glad to have 81 =2nd others who oould use nelp, do not feel
able to pay more, :

This is a great chicken ard egg country and proparly
osnducted will furnish a livirg . I sees you seom to have & lot of
information about feeds etc. '

You are right about this peing & country in which by
propar industry and intelligence people can make & living and a
"jern sight" more worth the making hare than in your cold country.

Children ars assesmblad by busses Ex over a big terrvitory
to our excellant public schools and most of our la. i is i conven=
jent distance of school bus 1lines.

Tnere is usually & good deal of couplaining about socioo0l
books, doiplaint of grafting onprices, and too frequent changes,
about the saze as I have observed elsewhzrs. o

We nhave no tax direct on the individunl except poll tax
of 81.50 a year, but almost all buslnesses are tixed at varying
rates, to state, county and town--but no town taxes in Falrhope.

Hope I have done ay mty by you. Hope to see you hare.

Yours truly,
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o ften grow Lwoodn rkety crops the s&ae RQ&FOQ,VfQT insggnce ~e cAn
[ e THA F e rat ner deavily dm tha eeriky wor ing,, pay. January Tor Irish
potEves’ onel off oun pr;nampal(xﬂrhat ggpna,.ﬁpt thee oIf by daym
rapi nt the same ground to Ir sweet potatoes or corn, Yani' Get the
saddit{ @POE’buﬁ of t"e WELY ﬁf‘a ﬁlntev~?rew1n{ arop like Augtrian
peas. ‘ ] T Y i L[}

is g;é ing conet: ntly.,

Yod Mrite ofidr. & NRoBw biteraturas I think the cou-
pilzrs of thie are at pains to ﬁ*@ it accurate--to glve facts--
but to be taken#iEN Aisvallowdnce as hetter than the averags, and
which, canngot be duplicated every timg* In practically every pamph=
Tat thdy idet loud,/CeRdAd YeTrention of Fairhops and pletures |
of places or crops growinz.

3
s

e ——

STOPIve "subsistence iz very such to th
now-a=daye and wall so} and ther2 ction of the country
better diapted to it than this; with the c ance to #ve sozething
comin: fro the ground almost avery week 1in the year noraal
goaBOnNs. '

Our strezams and bave ars also well stocked wit . fish
and the bays with oveters and this is a great help. '
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I not2 you nave neari of our Single Tax Colony, I

tne secratary of same. We think it is the only econo:ic salvat
for the orli and that our application of 1t ocn a siall scale

and handicapped by the contray systes of taxing ev rytring fixea
in theo daws 1s; a. great lsproveassnt over ordinary conditions. I
am Senixng you some printed watter, which 71 trust you will read
carefully.

Our town was founded by the Single Tax volonists’ from
Io s, wesmxizxa but includes aleo land Lought'and sollaty iy Bhe us=-
unl way. nowver, alest all the businesces are condvucted on our
land and most of the people of the town reside on-itjamidt is
now tne raxgreat rbovn 1¢‘t”a chnty, n&vin%'pﬂssaﬁ.tbe county s at.

10 ¢ 3 %

g ars iui‘ 1%tm1¢ On‘tf ﬁﬁ” e ‘of &0%11& Bay .

GurA%rw egt handiéap’ 18 g at e ndde no ZO0 | AL S Ul
fa ue“i rOu i into our tm“r‘. That 'NoWade ¥ = P17 68 rem@lizdalne belivee
haiorg 1.““1,. t U 4 ol o
vltnntandE “nave a'tdat’ oreratiing’ tetwsdn Fairtoosvdnd koblle.
Years agd v& had t¥#d big Porte, “Gne allowdd’1s00 pjaa@ﬂga &
opgrating _:ltarnataly betwean here and Movile; but a seriles _
&ﬂ; ud&SﬂquS mn% Tidp8d wakputiderédsé tneshendrate of ths bay
Cip 1927, ‘With a®%06119ef $¥Yor anoérddnerylestyn tfulﬁ& ap4; bussss
’ére, and °1ﬁn péscenger ar ova tﬁa .riv\r Cﬁﬂ?gr; 10, gepts,

- i o8 B (
; YHOWe v, " RN nave @xwrll nt. tarea ) &11 ordinar; want
can be’ m,cu* a6 well éuprli 1 ae 1n mo@il --31651[ 110}

4

wbile Vel e %trony for Fairnqpe Rhﬁ ﬁlad L0, z&?& othar

papple come Bnteiate bur wmakwotawes with us, #2 do not ik~ to

_ur.e othﬁT’yaspim Yoo Mo eb, without: enough toowive thaw & reasonable
to nﬁt ) ptarta &nd aiwavw re solmmeniy peopke tor oo oF SLENd soae
ona yaa tr ft to IHQEQtlwdtd, backre uniarutaing tg BOVE/ s,

7 Our "Colome e not =\ monwv-vﬁ dng institvtion, as you
will find by readling our printed matter.

Hoge '¢6 o8 yow ‘o a .represambat vy here soon.

onfours veryvtruly,

8% FALRHORE SINCLE TAX GORPORATION,

": V J \
" sB@cretary.
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Jan. :31, 1933,

John Liadastroam,
. 3206 Giadings 8t.,
Chiocago, 1ll.

Dear Sirse-

Yours of 18th at hand and noted. From what I hear of the

situation ip Bhiocago I think yourszlf and small famlly would
be vastly batter of{ with $400 here than there. I know of Bome La#
gains in swall farms, but it would take money to secure them and
I would not advise you ror any one else to take a place without
seeinz i1t., A8 you do not sxpect to come until about the last of
June nearly six aonths away, I suggest that you let the matter ride
until near thats time; though it would be a good idea for you to
subscribe for the Courier, so/ /¥hat you might se2 wany places adver-
tised for sale and writz for /information on them, A place coula
be hali perhsps for a month fir so, in view of your coming to in=
spect it but aot longer. The Courler would cost you 80 ocents
for & monthe. I am mallin wouflgst soup le of lssues.

[

. ! Yours vary truly

i

",
e
. Sscretary.

4y



2206 Giddings St.
Chicago, Ill.
Januvary 18, 1932

Fairhppe Single Tax Corp.
Baidwin County, Ala.

Dear Sir:

I want to thank you for the printing matter and the letter
that I received. Of course I prefer improved land if it is
possible for me to get it. Do you think that it is p0551b1e
for me to get started and make & living with the sum of $400
in cash?

I am a church janitor and will not be able to get away to
look at the farm until I come to stay. My small family and T
intend to make the trip by truck, in the latter part of June.

There are other families interested who may come down
the same time I do.

If you know of a nice little farm suitable for poultry

raising please tell me so I can make arrangements before I
arrive. I trust your honesty.

Yours sincerely,

A\

, 5 R e
le@*‘//ﬁ/u LW/&‘ (A O-rex_
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Dec. 31, 1832.

Jorn Lindstrom,
2206 Giiding St.,
~Chicago, Ill.

dear Siri-

Yours of 27th at hand. I an taking plsasure in seniing
you some priantad matter wnich ought to explain to you our Solony... ..
plan. The applicaticn for land pretty we (1 explains it. .

It costs $100 to become a neaber of th: Colony corpor-

ation , but it 1z not neceesary to become a memo:r in ories to

goet land and 2njoy all the benefite of the organization, except
lding office and voting on officers.

To g=t land on= has only to sa2lsct land wnich is avail-
able and pay a nalf y2ar's rent at the rate! r=nt crarge, whiceh runs
around a jollar to £3.50 an acre. 1If there it any timber of any
value on it, that is apprailsed and has to be vaid for, vren it be-
comas yours to make use of as vou sa- ity !1spose of or let sta d
to gres into future valus,

Just now there are some favorabls opportunitiss to get
&n ' with some improvements, clsaring fencling, fruit and nut tress

4

: &
ete. Of corse, farming, here as eslewhers, is in the dumes., If one
h

las a littls cash he xswkd can pick up great bargains, inside and
;aide the Colony.

If you are interested and situated so that you ~ould
come iown and look thinge over, I stronsly recommend it.

Read through the matter I send and let me hear from
you furthar., There is one thing to bear in mind, thet while there
is no monmsy in farming today, t e anbility of land to sustain human
life by 1its proiucts is as great as aver; and the w»ay things are
zolng now, that may bz a seriocus thing with m ny.

Hooinz to hear from you further,

Yours very truly,

SR



June 6, 193 1

Connie Long,
Route 1,
Jackson, Ala.

: Doar Sir:-

I am =orry that yours of uay l%thfhppears to have
been overlooked--was aldressed to Bank of Fairhope ahd refered
to us. '

We could accommodate you with five to ten acres of
lani mear town, but it would have to be unimproved la 3, unless
you dealt with some one already in possession and reached an
agreement with him regarding a purchase of his improvements,

We would be glad to steer you up against some opportunities of
that =ort.

It is an easy drive over from Jackson and I suggest you
drive over some day and look us over. ;

“In the meantime am mmeids mailing you some printed mat-
ter. ; :
Yours very truly
FAIPHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION,

By

Seore tary,
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LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY
THE LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE EMPLOYES' MAGAZINE

THOS. E. OWEN,
EDITOR

LOUISVILLE, KY.
June 19, 1935,

Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Ala.

Gentlemen:

Our ~attenticn has been called tc Secticn 5373 of the
Alabama Ccde which prevides that "Editers and publishers of news-
rapers in iHlabama may exchange with railreads and cther ccnmmen
carriers in this State advertisements and space in the cclumns
cf their newspapers for mileage issued tc ecditcrs and publishers
cf newspapers cver the railrcads and cther ceommen carrierse®

The Leuisville & Naghville Railrcad Ccmpany has given con-
sideration tc the suggestion and has cconcluded tc enter into agree=~
ments, with such newspapers as desire it, tc place scme additicnal
advertising cn an exchange basis,  The advertising matter tc be
inserted under this plan will be principally cf = pclicy or ine
stituticnal nature and will in no way affect the schecdules cof
such passenger department advertising, if any, as may be run on a
cash basis.

Our precpcsal is tc issue passenger scrip ef a value ceqgual
tc the tctal amcunt cf the contract entered inte with each news-
raper publisher, ccmputed at the newspapcr's prevailing advertising
rates. Prcbably a dczen, or mcre, advertisemecnts cf this nature
will be prepared during the year (July 1, 1935 tc July 1, 1936)
fcr inserticnin newsprpers with which exchange ccntracts are mace.
Rcughly, these advertisements will each cccupy 2 space equivalent
tc appreximntely twe cclumns in width and eight tc twelve inches
in depth. ‘

The scrip may be used by the editers and publishers fer
the purchase cf transpcrtaticn cn cn any cf the passenger trains
¢f the Leuisville & Nashville 4ailrcad fcr jcourneys whclly within
the state of Alabama.

As infcrmation, there is enclcsed herewith form ef
suggested contract, If ycu are interested in accepting adciticnal
L. & N. Railrcad advertising cn this basis, wcn't ycu please send
me ycur regular advertising rates and mechanical requirements sc
that ccntract and full infcrmaticn can be prepared for you?




LOUISVILIE & NASHVILLE RAIIROAD COMPANY

Passenger Traffic Department

ATABAMA INTRASTATE NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING CONTRACT

An agreement made and entered into this day of
19, between » publisher of
s at » Alabama,
hereinafter referred to as "THE NEWSPAPER", party of the first part,
and the LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILIE RAIIROAD COMPANY, hereinafter re-
ferred to as "THE RAILROAD", party of the second part,

WITNESSETH:

1. The Newspaper agrees to publish at its regular published ad-
vertising rates, as set forth herein, sueh matter as the railroad
may find to its advantage to advertise during the year sy to
the aggregate value of
( ) Dollars, computed at its Tregular advertising rates,
as specified hereinbelow. ccpy for which amount cf advertising the
railroad agrees to furnish; and in full payment and compensation
for such services the railroad agrees to issue, and the newspaper
agrews to acept, individual non-transferable press scrip books of
the transportation value of
), good only in exchange for transportation
within the State of Alabama, during the calendar year . When-
ever the charges for advertising have reached the maximum amount
provided by this contract the newspaper will promptly notify the -
railroad of the fact, and in default of such notice the railroad
will not be liable to pay for any advertising published in the
newspaper during the time the railrcad is without such nctice. The
railroad's usuval passenger department advertising, paid for in cash,
is not included in the advertising ccvered by this paragraph.

2. The non-transferable press scrip books shall be issued only
for the use of the Editor and Publisher of the newspaper.

3. Said non-transferable press scrip bocks shall benon-trans-
ferable and non-negotiable, and if offered for passage by other
than one of the persons entitled tc use it, as described in para-
graph 2, it shall be forfeited.

4, The said ncn-transferable press scrip books issued by the
railroad shall nct be gocd even within the State cf Alabama for
any part of an interstate journey, and the party of the first part
ccvenants and agrees that said scrip books shall not be used for
the purchase of transportation within the State of Alabama for any
vart of an interstate journey, and if so used for an interstate
Journey, the scrip bcok or ticket issued thereon will be forfeited.,

5. The said non-transferable scrip books herein provided for
shall be issued cnly by the General Passenger Agent or such hgents
of the railroad as the General Passenger Agent may authorize to
issue the snme,

6. This agreement may be cancelled and abrogated by either
party upon thirty days' notice in writing from either party tc the
cther. Unless sconer cancelled it shall terminate at 12 c'cloek
midnight, June 30, 1936, Upcn cancellation cf this contract by
either party unearned transpcrtation shall be surrendered and can-
celled. In the event the tctal value of the advertising published
is more than the tctal value cf the transpertation serip furnished
the newspaper at the time cf cancellation, the railrcad shall issue
additicnal scrip of sufficient value to balance the account. If,
upon cancellation of the ccntract, the newspaper surrenders unused
transpertaticn, but the tctal wmalue cf transpertation theretofore
usec exceeds the value cf the advertising published, the railrcad



o

will be permitted to publish such additional advertising as may
be necessary to balance the accounte.

7. Neither after the expiration nor upon the cancellation
of this contract shall the newspaper be entitled to the redemption
in cash for any unused transportation.

8. The newspaper will place the name of Thes. E. Owen,
Editor, L. & N, Employes' Magazine, 908 W. Brecadway, Louisville,
Kentucky, on its mailing list and send him regularly a copy of
each issue of the paper,

9. Rates to be charged by the newspaper:

10. Rates to be charged for transportation are the
rates spedified in the schedules and tariffs filed according to
law,

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed these
presents the day and year first above written.,

Executed in presence cof us:

Witness : For the Newspaper.

Witness For the Leuisville and
Nashville Kailroad
Company.

~_This contract to be made in triplicate, one copy
furnished the paper, two copies retained by the railroecad.



June ~1, 1935.
Thos. E.Owen, ZTditor
L. & N.RxRxEen Employes Magazine,
Louisville, Ky.
Dear lMr. Oweni-

Yoursg of 19th vith offer of trangportation within
the state, in e xchange for advertising receivaed, and I thank
you for same; but I travel so little that it seeme hardly wor 'h
while to contract for same. : :
Yours very truly,

""Ed. "nd Pub. Fairnope Courier.



o]

May 27, 1035.

'. MI‘- ?"-O-LO‘%‘E,
box 1015,

obile, Ala.

, Dear Mr. Lott:i-

I nope you have rexsived replies from the other

two parties you addressed at the same +ime ae myself, with

regard to t e attachsd item from the Couriser; I tried to
get sone James attention %o it a couple o7 times, but he
too busy and have not seen Mayor Ruge. It will "2 vp to him %o
particularly to reply to your query, avout surxing < extedding the
improvament of Morile Ave, to the Bighead Gulley bridge. Un-
douttedly it was the understanding at Hontgomsry, with the EState
Highway Department and the fedaral road msn that the cross county
road ¥ s to connact this roand with Fairhope; there being
some discuscion of whethar it should =top at the town limit or
come to the center of town; if, iandsed, 1% should not He improve
a4 through the Town. Glad you raised the noint.

e north line of the town, xs runs, as I understand,
through the north part of the Mayor's housej never have nad it
exactly pointed out to ne. ,

a8 stated in this weak's paper, work will be begun
on thz streat improvausants program within a very few days, at
thas north town li=it.

Yours veryitruly,




Mobdls, ilm, , May i74h 1938,

Mayor Howard Ruge,
Fairhepe, ilabmis,

Deaz Sirie

 The untarsigned understends that the Town of Fairhepe's
paving plans., ameng ether thlngs, previdep fer a hard surfaced r:-.a»
way frem nerth linit te seuth 1idt of the Tewn: Further that the
seuth Linit &s 4 er abeub the seuth line ¢ the vemas's Tlub T,
If this 48 Wrue, weuld you net have a much pebher placs to dep ab
tho bridge ever the gullsy, jusé beyend myacm house?

I assume yeu canunet mmmm:
the Tewn, but cunnet the Town ef FelIhoHé | _way, etherwise, u.‘
take 1% teo the dridge? op m@ tha Tewn ¥F_*girhepe and the
th

Baldwir County Commissioney fij\ IOAnS
& ) *‘gh.n find 37
I take the libexty ef sendfng a eopy of this enguiry te
Comissiensr James i, and wi /h giad o lmve an mm&m fren
him as well as frem yau < //

{ 4
¥
o o
i/

- lr, . asten:
/ \Qte what I bave agked the layor and the Cemmissioner.
“»3?3‘1’§a do you bl’llnlx.} \

! .1

kY | v
1 ; .
A /’j 7 WeOuLia

\
1 have Tead and re-read this news item a number of times. I de
not ungerstand it. I and when the Robertadale~Fairhepe is finished
will it neﬁ cae in frem Fish River te nerth line of the Town eof Fair-
hepe. Jasnt that what ‘ontzemery promised two years age rather

tha a read frem Rebert sdale :m to the Shere Road?
W.0.0,.



'Highway 31, Stap
to Bridgehead to be

with the completed section from the
north.at Stapleton... =~ .

and draining were completed during
the winter with ‘convict labor; but
the lack of sufficiently warm weath-
er for the type of paving—‘“double
(the same as that from Robertsdale
toward Fairhope) caused suspen-
sion of the work. = _

miles will be prepared for surfac-

one-half miles surfaced. y

weather route to the morth.

At the bridgehead this road will |,
be 11 miles from Fairhope, bt}

| with completion of the-  Stapleton-

| Loxley road and Robertsdale - Fair-
1 hop: road to a connection with the !

Eastern Shore road, which we hope

'for in the near future-and the com-
pletion of Fairhope’s street improve-
ment program we would have a gap
\of less than a mile unpaved by that
route. : )

leton =

Six and one-half miles of grading |

bituminous mix”—with slag surface, |

Mr. Scott says the remaining 4

ing at once and the whole ten and |

Two other gaps in this main high- |
way from the Gulf to the Great's
Lakes are under construction, and |’
when comrpleted will give Mobile .
and this section -their first = all|’

5 8

-~ Paved at Onee

Gaston Scott chpifman of the Ala--
bama Highway ’€Commission, has '
given rositive assurance of the-
early paving §f the gap of ten and .
‘| one-half miles.of Highway Thirty-~
one, connecting Cochrane Bridge .

A -




(Not printed at Government expense)

Congressional Record

SEVENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

A CONSTITUTION FOR CORPORATIONS

RADIO ADDRESS

OF

‘HON. JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY

OF WYOMING
August 25, 1935

(Printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of Aug. 26, 1935)

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. President, the Senator from
Wyoming [Mr. O’MaHoNEY] last night delivered a very inter-
esting address over the radio in connection with the subject
matter covered by an important bill which he introduced,
Senate bill 3363, a bill to insure domestic tranquillity and to
promote the general welfare by regulating and promoting
commerce with foreign nations and among the States. I ask
unanimous consent that the address may be inserted in the
RECORD. =

Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, may I ask the Senator what
the bill is?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It is a bill to provide, among other
things, for the licensing of corporations doing business in
interstate commerce.

There being no objection, the address was ordered to be
printed in the REcorp, as follows:

Do you remember the story of the aged Isaac and his two sons,
Esau, the beloved first-born, and Jacob, whom his mother, Rebecca,
taught to dissemble that he might receive the blessing intended for
his elder brother?

His hands covered with the skin of a goat so that the blind
patriarch might mistake him for the hairy Esau, Jacob approached
his father’s bedside. ‘“The voice is the voice of Jacob ”, said the old
man, “ but the hands are the hands of Esau.” And Jacob, who had
already traded his more simple brother out of his birthright, re-
ceived the blessing that Isaac wanted to bestow upon Esau.

Today managers of great corporations, ﬁnancier.s who have
already traded the States out of their economic birthright, which
is the power to regulate corporate commerce, are playing the role
of Jacob before the American people. Arrayed in the habiliments
of defenders of the Constitution, they seek the blessing of the
people that they may resume complete, unregulated, and irre-
sponsible sway over the economic fortunes of America. The voice
is the voice of Monopoly, though the hand seems to be the hand
of the constitutional fathers.

* MONOPOLY DEFENDS THE CONSTITUTION

From the headquarters of many a corporate giant there is pour-
ing over the land an incongruous flood of literature in defense
14296—11846

of popular rights. The president of a great nationally known
corporation, the parent of a numerous progeny of affiliates and
subsidiaries, doing business in every village and hamlet, only a
few weeks ago sent a letter to every one of his four hundred and
fifteen thousand-odd stockholders attacking a recent act of Con-
gress and implying that the interests of the small stockholder are
being put in jeopardy at Washington. The president of a powerful
New York bank, is sending copies of the Constitution to his stock-
holders and customers, telling them that legislation by representa-
tion is the heritage of all Americans and implying that the prin-
ciple of popular government is somehow being endangered by the
National Government.

In like manner, other captains of commerce and industry are
raising the banner of the Constitution. Employees, stockholders,
and the public generally are asked to believe that the foundations
of our American system are being undermined by those who would
rescue the people of America from the economic despotism which
during a generation has driven 70 percent of our population be-
low the poverty line though the general wealth of the Nation has
been steadily increasing all the time. A great campaign is under-
way to reestablish, not the freedom of the individual, but the free-
dom of corporate monopolies to control the economic resources of
the United States.

The Constitution of our country was drafted in 1787 to estab-
lish and perpetuate free popular government. How much popu-
lar government exists today with respect to the huge corporate
agencies that dominate the economic life of this Nation?
much control does the public exercise over them?

How
How much
control do their own stockholders exercise over them? Every per-
son who hears my voice knows that the principles of self-govern-
ment upon which our political system is based have little or no
application in the modern corporate economic system by which
are carried on the industry and commerce that affect the happiness

and prosperity of 125,000,000 people.
CORPORATE SYSTEM A MODERN FEUDALISM

I am perfectly well aware of the fact that the great majority of
the officers and directors of American comoratiom are sincere, able,
énd patriotic men. I know that most of the stockholders and em-
ployees are likewise inspired by the highest motives and that they
desire not only justice for themselves, their associates, and their
customers, but also the maintenance of all the traditions of popular
government and liberty which have made ours the greatest Nation
of all times. I know that the corporate system has been and will
continue to be an indispensable factor in the development of our
country. But the fact remains that it is governed by the principles
of feudalism, not by the principles of democracy.

If you are a stockholder in any national corporation engaged in
national commerce, let me ask you what voice or representation
you have on the board of directors of the corporation in which
you have invested your savings. The answer, unless you are your-
self a member of the board, is, none; and this is true whether you
own voting stock or nonvoting stock, preferred stock or bonds;

you are actually without representation in the corporation to
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which you have e¢ommitted your fortunes. You have entrusted
your capital to men whom you do not know and who, though they
are in fact your employees, you cannot discharge or even direct.

Under the present corporate system you must act entirely upon
faith. I freely acknowledge that in most instances this faith is
wholly justified, but the managers of your corporation may, if
they choose, use your money for their own personal advantage.
They may, if they choose, use for wholly selfish purposes the tre-
mendous economic power that has been placed in their hands
through the investments of hundreds of thousands of trusting
citizens. You have nothing in the world to say about it. You
are absolutely at their mercy. The employees of these far-flung
economic institutions, men and women who are numbered in the
millions, are equally helpless though, unlike the stockholder who
invests money, they have invested their very lives.

This, then, is the fact to which we cannot close our eyes, that
neither stockholders nor employees nor the public at large have
had any effective protection under our present corporate system.
This is not because the power is lacking or because the need of
establishing what might be called a national constitution for na-
tional corporations has not been recognized. It is solely because,
though urged to do so for a generation by the ablest statesmen
and jurists, Congress has not exercised the power which the Con-
stitution unquestionably gives it to regulate national commerce
in the public interest.

NATIONAL CONTROL FOR NATIONAL COMMERCE

We shall fail to understand this problem unless we keep con-
stantly in mind the fact that when the Constitution was drafted
there were no national industrial and commercial corporations.
They are the product of the last 70 or 80 years. We have never
had a national incorporation law, though a quarter of a century
ago, in a special message to Congress, a president—William Howard
Taft—who later became a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
urged one. Because we have had no such law, the corporations
which shape the economic life of the whole people came into
existence under charters granted by the several States under local
and special laws. A corporation which receives its existence from
Delaware or New Jersey under a charter which increases the powers
of management to the highest degree and reduces its responsi-
bility to the lowest, carries on its business throughout the land,
regardless of State lines and, to. all intents and purposes, above
the law. These corporations are greater than many of the States,
with more stockholders and employees than some States have
inhabitants, with greater assets and larger revenues than many
others.

The people of America would not think of allowing a self-perpet-
uating board of managers, operating under self-drafted regulations,
to rule a political state. Yet that is exactly what we tolerate with
respect to these great corporations which are the very nerve sys-
tem of our economic life. And because there is no national rule to
restrain them, a few ambitious and irresponsible men in pdsitions
of corporate authority have the power to destroy the security of
our entire industrial and commercial structure.

There is not a banker or a lawyer or a business man in any
community of the country who does not know how wide-spread,
serious, and unwarranted have been the abuses of corporate power,
abuses which have been made possible because the checks and
balances which the Constitution imposes upon political govern-
To. these
abuses, more than to any other one thiﬁg, may be attributed the

ment are utterly lacking in corporate government.

disaster of 1929; and it may be predicted with absolute certainty

that no mere political change can effect permanent economic sta-

bility until as a Nation we have developed a means of establish-
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ing in commerce and industry the same prineiples of représentative
government of which we have been so proud in our political
institutions.

As is so often the case in ordinary human contacts, our chief
trouble arises from a misconception of a simple fact. As a people
we have confused corporate rights and personal rights. We seem
to have completely forgotten that corporations are the creatures
of the people, with no rights or powers save those conferred upon
them by the people through their governments, and that it is the
solemn duty of the National Government, since the State govern-
ments are powerless, so to circumscribe the activities of the corpo-
rations as to preserve all of their undoubted advantages as in-
struments of social and economic progress while preventing the
misuse of the powers with which they are endowed.

Of course, the managers and stockholders of corporations are
fearful of Government interference. Of course, the people are
Of course, it is not the business
of government to meddle in personal and private affairs. The
Jeffersonian axiom that “that government is best which governs
least ” is still the rule by which we should guide our course. But
of what avail is it to curb irresponsible political power if we allow
irresponsible economic power to remain unrestrained?

fearful of too much government.

It is only
because we have permitted arbitrary economic power to dominate
our national commerce and industry that it has been necessary for
the Federal Government to use the emergency powers which alone
rescued this Nation from the brink of irreparable disaster to which
unregulated, irresponsible economic power had brought it.

INDUSTRIAL FEUDALISM AND BUREAUCRACY—TWIN DANGERS

‘We must recognize that not alone management but the stock-
holder has a stake in corporation control. We must recognize that
not alone the owners and managers of capital but the wage
workers have a stake in corporation control. We must recognize
that not only capital and labor but the consumer and the numer-
ous public also have a stake. For we have come to that point in
our national development when we must realize that no man, no
State, no industry can live an isolated life. The complexities of
our modern existence are such that we rise and fall together—one
great Nation of Americans under the Constitution in an inde-
structible Union of indestructible States. We cannot continue to
permit industrial corporations, created by authority of the people,

to handle the very subject matter of our existence without effec-

‘tive responsibility to law. Continued failure to act means one

of two things; either that industrial feudalism will crush our
boasted liberties and destroy the Constitution under a species of
fascism, or those same liberties will be lost through an equally
abhorrent centralization of power in bureaucracy. This twin
danger has been growing almost unobserved for more than a gen-
eration. If we are to avoid it, all the patriotism, all the patience,
all the vision of our people will be needed.

The answer to this problem is democracy in industry under a
national statute which shall not put commerce and industry
under the heel of some bureaucracy but which shall lay down the
broad generad rules under which national corporations must oper-
ate in the national interest. To this end I have recently introduced
in the Senate of the United States what I believe to be a perfectly
constitutional bill to regulate commerce among the States by
providing a national licensing system and a national incorporation
law. The purpose of the plan outlined in this bill is not to
regiment business or industry, but to release it; not to suppress it,
but to foster it; not to check the expansion of any unit, but to
make possible a continuous growth by which the immeasurable
and boundless potentialities of our national resources may be
made available to all our people.

There is no reason for the existence of economic misery under
our flag if we but have the will to push forward with common
sense and tolerance under the Constitution.
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