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| March 5, 1832. . 1%
i . Ll Bolas. i'up*‘ﬁ . i v : } ; X\\
Enterprise City Schools, ; P A
Enterprise, Al f v 4

f %

Dear Siri= - A

i : Py

Dr. W.C.Mason hae refarred to me your wosmunidatinn of
3/1 to him and I take fl‘anuﬁa in rapiyiog. 1 am sorry hatﬂoar
"Colony® is outo of such GOJW hengive printed satter as i¢ ahouls
have, I am sending you a repr 2% fron the Congrés-ional Ree 6\1\'
of 1817, with a short stuteme uf 0y uanfy Georgz himso1lf (the Ngreat

aportle of. the Bingle Tax) on *The Siogle Tax, ¥hat T* Is and Moy
We {rce It® wihich puls the gzneral idea in ag fow uwords as g J\-f
could well b donp. Tl am alro sending a copy of "3ig hli*b?nﬁ

Paragraphs Fron Pfogﬁﬁmg & Poverty" compllad by Pref-.narry\&xn~
nison Brown, O ﬁiﬂ?é}?i Univereity, with forsward by Dr. ich@]&&
Murray Butler, President of Colusmbis Univarsity. These will rut

™ %

olearly before you 'the Single Tax idea in genoral--vith wiic you
are in aLl pro abiliYy more or lese familiar already. ‘
The contritwtion of our corporation %2 the cbuag was the
iden of applying the Sihple Tax "so far as poscible undar i"tinw

lavwa® by a non-s5tock nOﬂ‘L“ULlY gorporation which would uuﬁm feTa gt

trol of land by ursxxse in tne urual way and thesrealler léaﬁa it

oug to individuals d iping, oun comdition of Coll:ut;ﬂf from them
f

the full annual renta 1 VrlUt of tha land they h&ii yx'g'out
of the same upon nod sﬁlg tine land but on the p‘ﬂv nts and

pereonal property held on 1% and applyine any surnlhﬂ t@ siuch othe
ar_yubliu ends as seamed most deslirable. ' :

Thie plan we have bveen succassfully applying fux 87 years
Wa have approximataly 4,000 heras of land, most of that in the Town
site hmviqg hean purchasad ag from £1.85 to 76.00 and acre,”\some
at tax sale for much less. o : ~

v Thougih our Colony otns only about /3 of the land in the
town limits,--giost of 1t belmy outsi 2, nearly all the business of
the twon and probably three=fourths of the populution is on gur -
landi. And tha Town of Fairhape i2 nov the lorgest town in the
county, having pass=! the coumty-seat, Bay Minette iuring the 1930«
1930 census ﬁ"rigl and having made a greater rate of growih during
" that period than any gthar tot'rn in the stota of %ﬁbfﬁ&lﬂd%e size,
gsave ona. These facts we thihk are strony evidence that our plan
iz a good ona. ‘ 5

’.\\\\l\
N



Boles, Page 2.

In 1989 == transferrad taxes upon isprovements and person-
al property to land vilues to amount of §21,884 and our total rent -
collection was 333,33%.41. : e

The higheet valued for rental lot in town, in %hd busw
iness saction, ewbraces a 1little less that By acres,
1895315 {at 6 an acrw.) The rent on the sane is now
A vear. ‘

13,00

AL

?ingiatnxerﬁ {witn very few axos Qtluua) Are 4riant bkli@v~
ers if p¢u¢i ownarship and QPJImﬁlJn ci puml*c utilitiesy Tne Col-
ony early establisned a walsr works systen, which it ophrat9i for
years before the twon #us incorporated ani tephed over to the town
without any charre; %o which has boen un exoellent | uabsi}al
lighting plaﬂt by the’ Town. '

o licensa taxgs, and

‘1'1 nglataxeys are g*p{)@{fni io
He Town that /1% has

tha °*w Jatax sentimint has been 8¢ strong in Ll
navar impowei any ligenses of any sori upon buziness. L& m;ghm\

be addel, that haviag been iacludad with a@mat,iuh over forfy other
tons in the siate, in which an amendmant to the conatution was’ apr
plicable providing for graater taxstipn on property 1iu censTal than
the half of -one pa2r gent wnien is the: g neral rule, helped to make
it pousible to Ao this. fﬁ

;—_,_..,m

a "Quuarter Center
ning to 19303 also
regs which 1
Fairhope Cour-
ietory of w"inus
and-on th

I am ingluhing with other
f'," V3V\rinr tnﬁ‘wwrioi :
aram of .
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iar of sarch ﬁbtn,iaxw, aont: 1n1~;,
pooms which had risén gnl burs?
othar sida "A compariesn of aaninq 
m er Shoul? vou parhats 5 o o : :
Watt* e Shoul’ if’ﬂl x»‘«!"ifef‘ézs wish other \of the Congrassional
Recerd r@productlan for student use /I L be uprlad to sand any
nusber desired. : il B i ' 7
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I f t} are 4 q:‘ Ny & oo : -i " f = ,
e e T (any speeial podnt you would like covers d
plsass call further upon me. ’2 } \
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I rhfewhen, a nd am substituti 1nstwﬂh & n abri 1-m

vork /by his dagnt

of other f%iath ol

of "The Lyn1 Aucstion? sxxirs also oy Mr. Georg

¥ ANRR Gagree . i'“«"-’; 21lie

, With uss
are George, and geveral coples
e ©
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of an

£\

/ ainub,mritinf you today, I D@Vﬁ‘%”ﬁﬂ unable to find &,

cdpy of tlio ® Sijynificant Paragriphs ”rau Progress « Poverty

ﬂ’ ta;
ut ot
anoe ;!

u;rligd;ant

Seere LIy,



JESSE V. BOSWELL, D.D.S.
823 WOODRUFF BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

Decembexr 30, 1935,

Vr. Z.B.Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear ¥r. Gaston:

I wish to thank you for your courtesy
and expression of good will shown in the sending to me
of the marked copy of your Courier.

I am about the only *full fledged" singletaxer
in this community, but have recently conducted one of
the extension courses of the Henry George School of
Sacial Science, and believe I have about ten or mere
converts, fledglings so to speak who will probably become
matured after a while.-

I often vefer to your community as giving
evidence of the workability of singletax, and one of
my friends, Mr. L.S.Thompson who travels in the south
some has been anxious to visit Fairhope to see some-
thing about it. Mr. Thompson is a former Frisco Raile
way éonductor, now the managing executive of the
conductors organization. He goeéko Pennsacola, Fla,.
two or three times a year..

v Several years ago I got Mr. Thompson interested
in singletax, and he has since given copies of Progress
and Poverty to friends in Oklahoma and Texas, besides
believing in the principles himself.

A year or two ago I had the pleasure of meeting
bre Alva W. Taylor, and had seversl lung conversations
with him, . when he was here giving some lectures. He
told me that he was a brother-in-law, or had some other
relationship to you. I found him inclined more to the
idea of ¥“Christian socialism"than singletax philosophy.

Just yesterday while at dinner, ¥re R.T.Wood
our congressman from this district came over to my table
and said to me that he believed that before we would get
out of our economic mess we would have to adopt some of
my doctrine. Mr. Wood is president of the Missouri
Federation of labor and is a friend of mine, although
about the only things we agree upon is that labor is

depressed.



He i1s a democrat, I a republican; he a polititian, I a

free thinkér tied to no group or person. He condemns
“capital® ( as he thinks of capital), I exalt capital

along with labor, and we have many other differences
including my objection to his unionization ideas. He

like the many others =:- unable to separate ownership

of monopoly from capital, and to distinguish between

the tweo, must fight to even destroy true capital advan-
tages to the laborers whom he professes to uphold. Ve

have had many discussions. His "new deal® is anathema to me.

I hope your community is prospering, and with

the wish for you and yours a. happy and altogether good
New Year I am

very truly yours,




D, Jeese V. loswell,

\Jan. 4, 1938,

Sprigfidld, No. \ _ _
A . 2
Dear Sir:~ i

I was interestad in reading your lstter of re-

'gent date date; whioh was brought out by tne Beénding of a'copy

of the Courier to you by our #r. Emil Knips, veteran Singletaxer
who hardly lets n lssue oo off the press without senilng sowe

_copies %o masm persons to whom his attention is attrcted sowehow. .

: 1 do not know what vou know of our ®»eincle Tax Colony,
L5 sand you sowe placss ol pdiiieu WauiSh rggarding 1%:

I note mention of yout congressian, friend, who seems
£o he Wrﬂwing toward singlet&x’ which is finﬂ» ‘1 wonder if -ne
and vou know thnt tharve are two @inzletax congrassr n, both of
Pittaburgh, who made Singletax speaxhes in the lagt seasion.  You
gshould write Ur. Wocd and urge him to gat in touch with them:

. They are: Cherles R. Fckert, and Theodore L. Yoritz.
I know they would be glad to get in tgueh with Wr. wond and with
you. I hope aleso to become betfer acqualnted with you.

Yours very truly,




JESSE V. BOSWELL, D.D:S.
823 WOODRUFF BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

¥ay 10, 1933,

The Secretsry,
Feirhepe Single-tex Corporation,
Fairlope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

It appears that the writer, who has been an
ardent single-taxer for twentyfive years, will be asked
te explain the philesmophy or plan of single-tex very mewgﬁf Club,
soon, in appearance refore the members ofﬁthia city.

I would like to refer at scme lemgth to the
success of your celeny, and te be bettexr prepared to
de this, would te appreciative if you will send wme
copies of your lease blanks, application for land,
mentershiip application, etc., and any descriptive matier
pertaining to the coleny, which you think may be informing
to me and ald in passing on te others. I wish teo show
that single-tax is a correct philesophy and workatble plan,
ae your coleny ( and others) hLae shown.

Pleaee find enclo®ed eix cents in etawps, which
I trusmt will cover postage.

Thenking you fer the faver, I an

very truly youra.




“whieh is ﬁ{th vory few armendments; a
~ of our Corporation in 1394, at Des loines, Iowa. WPe still have

 May 12, 1933,

S Ere JOV-BOB'Edll,DvDCQQ

823 Yoo 'ruff Rlag.
Springfisla, Ill,

Dear Siri-

I take great pl-asure in complying with vour request
for information arout our Singles Tax Colony, hoping the same
#3111 be of interest to you and be passsd on to inform othars.

I can veriaps put you in possession of the salient
facts with 'ese affort to wmymeif And greater effectiveness for
you, by supplyirg you with printej smatter such ac you sugeest.

am therefore sendiing ffu f! of our constubion
wb 8 18“3;, at'%he ST EERN zatlon

|

have a superintendsnt of induetrije, ae & member of our Frecutive.

Council, but we cendvuct ne industirise. With incorporation as &
municinality the cormunity which we founded wg have turnasd over
to the municipal corporation the conduct of public vtilities and
in 1931 we deaoded to the Town ouf park lande and a year later
our golf course. Wa thus escape /taxation upon these and have
their use just ths same, while yhrough the assusption of thelr
oara by the municipality, we get the rhole cosmunity unier tribe
ute for the same, while as a private corporation we could not do
B0 . ‘

) 1 am s2nding you n‘sopy\of our ®History?® issued first
as a guater ocentemninl history it the end of our firset iwenty-
five yeare, later brought do+n po date of last Septeater, also a
copy of an addrees made by me &@fore the Henry Ceorge Congress
at Chioage, in 1828, Ei

Referring to the Hisbory you will get & revisw of thea
vhole proposition from th: begfinaing with in the latter pages
something of our oclaims for results. On the senond page you.
will find o condesnscd statesent of the method of the Colony for
applying the Single Tax withoyt change of the laws and more of
the results claimed for the effort in the Chicago address,

\ e | hepe_tbis will ﬂ%ﬁwer your purpb @; but if anye
thing ie nesd%? please do nof nesltate to call upon me.

/
Tgurs very truly,

ks G ) Al - feore’ Ty.

BORROOE %1, g
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e Dec. 30,1932,

Robert C. Bowers, ;
Baum Blvd & Craig St., ‘
Pittsburba, Pa. Ak S

Desr Mr. E0wars;~ : SRR

8

Your letter of 2lgt, With check for a years vbs ription
and T am glad to have you on /the Courier list, where I ban talk to
you from wsnk to week, with yt/ ay readers. I am glad too, that
you have some frieads 1ayerMayxu.

et HAE A0

4 am taking ple‘g‘ﬂu in replying to the questlans wshich
you put in vehlaf of ons frff j #nd. Instead of replylng on the same
shect, preguming vou nave ﬁ.i‘wtﬂon copy of the questions, I take
anut“df s;.wt and give thsw/fattention in serial order.

N

In regard to gogﬁ obsarvation regarding the Chambdr of

Commarce booklet,.I wrote e page reagrding the Co lony }"'15"53_1{"
Thera are "many mkn nP a1 minlgﬂ he e, as eddavhere; the Chate
but 1 .

ber of ‘Comrerse is istinsigly friendly in its attituds,
did not thdmk 1t proper HgPkommit the oTg anization to dacls f ?1338
whiok’ N**b whizh some of /4§ s m=mbers might not agrae.
: ] AE ‘
Tﬁe?”'&“b regitifonts of tha town who Seen nonastly to be=-
lieva that the town woulff nhave grown more rapidly aad propsarad
more witnmut the Singla'¥Pax Colony. Even members—-=2 {aw=--nave baen
known to #¢ assart; Rentf., 1ixe taxes, are always subjec¢t to pro=-
test;, “\!‘tlz“ulamly‘ whe g ' ,'(,n sdvance is under consic daration. I have
often zaid that ag "out  fane Singletaxer to the acid tagt® of beaing
willing as A member of * e Corperation to put up the rent of land
which ha hplds ta\auut, <§not' + mt in poesessio ﬂ-maz” who perhaps
naver ocowtributed a dai,Aldr toward m&kiﬂ? it avallable for admin-
instration on Single ¥ igx lines-~would be willing to pay. The
”?amﬂliﬂﬂ spirit® {s / ;gry strong in mankind and veuy much more com=

mon t“dn gsauine coha,,arn for justice to prevall.

Raturni@g

Host aingéfaly yOUre,

_gecrat&ry.

aof copiu» of intsresting booklet:
Al hama . " o



(s G il

boat to ioblle; 26 .r.ileés; to Mobile by highwsy.

re too high, but T thak we get
on our spacinlty truck cropsé.

£Ff
pretty fair *; ati 2 rata

i4. I do not know of any favoreiple opportunity tc buy an
sgtablishad cusinase in Falrhope. There ~ay be. Businges is sald
by travsling sen to be vetter in Fairhope than in any other COQW
punity of this ssction.

5, I sez I miesa’ this in its order. Rent of Agricultural
land: that is, Colony rent, runs from & ioller to 23 an acre. Ale
lowance i¢ made {or aer-s ot up to standap® cuality.



W RS T

REFLY TO QUESTIONS OF ROBERT C. BOWERS.

1, There qmitu‘, leve lopment in growing citrus fruits herg
the one which nas attracted most attention belng the Sateuma orange,
& Japanese varlety. It wtll atand vary much lower tesparaturs than
the ordinary oranges, rigens esrly and is of very superior qual-
itylt 1Its suc c¢as;ul csmﬁhzcall growing will howevzry, have to be
attended  orchard heatigyg in sewrz cold aff;is. New varicties
with greatar sesistance to cold and narl*av ripening are being dee
velopad. The Chief Flant Path o logist of the U.S.Dspartsent of Agri-
oulturs, (whoee family are wintering nere) is very *ntMQQIdEulc
ever this a8 a Satsuaa vro%iqﬁ szction.

3

. Wa have wany ﬁ%hﬁi ‘fruits herz, berri-s of yarious
kind, a spaocias of "Lafiﬂﬁﬁtprvﬂrxhn ong of the fine# in the world,
jawherrt 8, blackberries, gbils of many varietie , Japanas: per=-
simwons, figs, strawberries, ‘efc. Soms apples are z;'u bul gén=-
erally tMin iz not an apole wobntry, nor do oha?V1~% 1o peli hers,
(tzgugh the wild cherry grod4w, Pears of a number of variaties do
w3l "l |

3. No, we can keeg the land in almost "Dngn@nt production.
For instangs, w2 can railse 4 ¢rop ¢f Irish potatoes, planting in
January to Feb. follo: with!m=wzet potatoas and m433 a fullierop, or’
with corn, talq corn would vipen in August or Septesber and oate

for wintéer pasture might b4 covzd im Octoher and November. W& have

both summar and winter grosing legume crops for =cil improve ént,
80 oan the same yo&T ave 4 moncy ¢rop sand s 901& improviag crop.

Ordinarily we garden all through the winter.

4, LOO deg. t2gp. is ry rare. We will somctime  run
for y2ars,without & temperature «eic iroun? 20 to %5, The low~
gste ever rscorded was zgro, In 1892,

——— f residencs
éh A fairly well located £6x137 lot, will run around
15 to £50.

?; Thara is planty oi egricultural land availlable in-
side and outsids t!wﬁ? Colony. And % also "yes.®

€. Ple nty of housas for rent. Rants avnom~"ly low now,
Can rent house of.5 or 8 rooms for around £25, even less, £15.

sa for sala,

l*:

10. Numbgrs of hous

i

- 11. Yes, Some graat haegains in small holiing agricule
tural land. Farsini ig in a slugp, becauss pricss do not yield
costss If somebody ie really intereeted, I will r2fer his commun=-
icaticn to a lUCyl real estate wan.

2. %@; Our shipping facilitise are not vary good. We

are without a rpfd road nearer than 14 miles, {(less from the
eastarn limit ¢f our Ximit land, esst to a branch line and by

o M .QM by, B



Kink anh'@nmrrz

A. F. LiNnx, A.TI. A. ; BauvM BLvD. AND CrRAIG ST.

R. C. BowErs, A. I. A. ﬁpgiatprrh Hl’ﬂﬁt?ﬂﬂ PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Mayfower 6533

Decamber 21, 1972

r. 5. B. Gaston, Secretary,
airhope Single Tax Corp.,
fairhope, Alabama.

i

L
i
i)

Dear Nr. Gaston;

Pleace accept my sincere appreclation for the
courtesy you have so promptly extended in your letter of December
1) s kO 52,

Of course, I shall be very frank and say that your
letter was less optimistic tuam I had hoped. However after due
reflection I reallzed that Single Tax principles, although they
are correct in principle, can not be a cure-all for a single
community, especially when that community must certainly be
affected through trade intercourse with its neighbors, who are
doinz business ugaer other policies.

S50 I join with you 1n your hope, that normal
times and business will slowly take the place of present condi-
-tions and allow each of us a better opportunity to earn a
living under s better econmomie understanding.

I have been discussging Fairhope with

-1 - < . 5 1~
lends, one of ther

th several
1 being much interested. Tor his information
I am enclosing a list of auestions. I would greatly appreclate
your answers or if you care to do 1t, would be so kind to
turn the list over to your Chamber of Commerce for the information.
You will find & stamped and addressed envelope enclosed. Just
write on the sheet enclosed.

The newspaper and hooklets are very interesgsting.
I am enclosing a check for a2 year's subscription to the paper.
Send it to the address at the top of this letter. It seems to
me 88 if the section in the C of C booklet devoted to the Lingle
Tax Corporation on Page Eight is a bit terse and when flirst read
$ives onetthe-reaction of admiration grudgingly given or perhaps
"Damning with faint praise! The results of the Colony Principles
are stated therein as claimeg of the members and not as bonafide
facts. This gives the feeling that the writer was discussing a
political group of which he was not a part.

Can you tell me if there 1ls ever any discussion
of abandoning the Single Tax Policy by Fairhope citizens? Dt the
townspeople seem satisfied to pay the economic rent or does the
Corporation need to keep 2 watchful eye upon the ordinary run
of people of the town to prevent them taking profit on land
transfers by means of subterfuge?

I have been discovering in many dlscussions with

average people, even those who have not fared well, that they
defend land ownership more on the basis of a gembler's chance to
make a happy profit (Hoping no doubt to be one of the lucky ones)




Eink and @nmvrz
A. F. Linx, A.I. A. BAauvM BLVD. AND CRAIG ST.
R. C. Bownrs, A.I. A. ﬂpgiatprph Hl’dﬁt?fiﬁ PI1TSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Maylower 6533

rather than as a sacred right of the individual to
own property. It seems to be 2 warped sense of justice that has
permeated the very fibre of the ordinary runiof people.

Again I wish to thank you for past favors and wish you
the compliments of the Bezsgon.

Sincerely yours,



A. F. LiNk,

Eink and @nmrrz

A.I. A. BAaumM BrLVvD. AND CrRAIG S7.

:E.t. C. BoweRrs, A. I. A. ﬁ?giﬁtﬂ'tﬁ Hr:hitptta PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
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Muyfower 6533

Is the district good for citrus fruits?

Do other fruits grow in this section, such & nérthern frults?

Do you have only one crop a year?

What have been vour lowest and highést temperatures and in what
years did they oceur? Not average, actual

Wnat 1s the present yearly rent for agriculture land per acre?

What 1ls the presgsent yesrly rent for residential property per
lot? Average lot size?

Ig there any sgriculiure land available? Both in the Colony and
without.

Is there any residential bare land available in the Colony.
Are there any houses for rent and about what 1is the yearly rent?
Are there any houses for sale on Colony land?

Is there any developed agriculture land available for transfer
and anproximate rental of such land? :

Are vour shipping facilities good?

Are vour frelght rates reasonable and how do they compare with
florida? 3

§



Dec. 11, 1932.

Br. Robert C. Bowers,
Craig St. Opp,Baum Boul.
Pittsburgh, Pa.

| Dear Sir:-

Yours of lst at -and. Ivregret.some delay in replying
to same.] am gzlad to learn of your interest boirg aroused in Pair-
hope by reading lr. ®arren's interesting &nnuxl *Encleves of the

Single Tax,®

; 1 am sorry I do not feel justified in holdingz out en-
couvragerent to you of an opportunity in the architectural line
or combining the same with the cultivation of a small arount. of
ground.

Just at the present ime there is practically no build="
ing and in normal times, there ias & very small proportion of

- builiinz, which palls for architectural services. Then we have a

young man, who has besn takinz an architectural course--1 do not
think he h:s gradusted--who has come to it through his practical
experience as a mechanic wunder his favor; who is not an archi-
tect at all, but B=ems to have developed to an unusual degree

the ability for low cost production, so that he sanages to make
some money out of his contracts--whieh so many builders fail to do.

I regret to have to admit that we have fared ratlier bad-
2} during the last three depréssion yesars. Juet before the de-
pression came we suffered from the putting of a briige acra or ser-
ies of r"ridges and causevays across the headwaters of liobile Bay-
the wide delta at the mouth of Mobile River, which took away from
us the heavy téurist travel along the ooast, which had Jithorto,
had to ferry across the ay, keeping two good bis boats in servige
from Fairhops to liobile, the boats payim good dividends to loesl

peop le and our wharf Colony orned (exten11ng out into the bay
. 1800 feet) brining in during the year before the briges was come

plated, x gross tolls of nearly a thousan! dollars a month, the -

_tourist travel also bringing many peorls who patronized our lucal

restaurants, hotels, rooning houses, a&te.; and more or lass of
whom bscame enaroursd of our beautiful location and fine climate=-
as well as out Single Tax Policy, anl bocare perwant reei lents or
reular suymmer or winter visitors--for =e are both a summer and
winter resort--Southerners in suaser and Nor:iherners in winter.

- knRxszchxvexheen:d As no throughway pass~d t rough our town en=

route to the bridge, it meant not only the losa of the boat and -

L3
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wharf revenue, We do not even get to see the tourists as they
whiz through, let alone having them stop to spend a night or a
“few days with us.. : ,
Just now we are considering some changes in our poli-
ey, which to some of us seem necessary to meet changed condlitionms,
auite interesting, but which I shall not now go into; anyway are

. matters for the membership.

We have got a wonderful location here, have undoubtedly
received great as a community from the Single Tax Policy, in keecp-
ing our land free from selfish exploitation, and avialable for
use without necessity of investment in it. have a fine lot of
people and are going to make new records-of growth when this
terrible incubus 1lifts; in the meantime, I cannot in justice to
any one ve very enthusiastic in presention present opportunities.

_ I am mailing you unier another wrapper a copy of Colo-
ny History and also a copy of an illustrated booklet issued by
our Chamber of Commerce. I am sending you also a copy of the last
issue of my paper, the Fairhope Courier. Would be glad if you

found 1t sufficiently interesting,tp subscribe.

Yours very sincerely

;. "~ ~ Secretary. v -

T Soaal!
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A. F. Linx, A.I. A. BauvM BLVD. AND CRAIG ST.

R. C. BowERrs, A.I. A. ﬁ?giﬁfﬁ'th Hrtlﬁttttﬁ PIiTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Bloillitier (0533 December 1, .932

Secretary,
Pairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Alabama,

Dear Sir;

Becoming interested in Sihgle Tax theories, through reading, " Progress
end Poverty?! I discovered the, "Enclaves of Single Tax" and therein noted the
progress of Fairhope.

I am impressed with this record, but wish to inquire more deeply into
the matter with a view of ascertaining the possibilities of locating in such a
community, other things being egual.

I would appreciate receiving from you all pertinent dats, such as
prospectus, plans, pictures, rentals, both land and house and any other statistics
which you feel would ba of aid in meking such a decision.

If not presuming too much upon your time could you advise me of the
possible future prospects in your locality for a professional man, such as an
architect or do you feel that demands for such services are now well cared for
by men living in this viecinity.

Would you advise a men with a smell margin of capital to settle in the
enclave, with the idea of sugmenting a proflessional income with such emall truck
farming as would be possible on‘e small piece of land?

Can you edvise if the individual inhabitants of Pairhope have withstood
the terrible shock of the past three year:-in & fair menner ?

As stated sbove, I do not desire this information just for the sake of
idle curiosity, but wish to investigate thoroughly, rather than plunge into a
position which would not develop in a feir menner because of other adverse
circumstances now in existance,

No doubt you have gathered from the abowve that I have become converted
to Single Tax princinles and am desirous of meking a change, if such a change
should appear to an advantage, In an exchange of correspondance I will cend
further details of my own standing and character., Suffice to say that I have
been in business in Pittsburgh for twelve years as a partner in the above firm
which has built meny of the city's largest schools and churches,

Thanking you in advance for any courtesy you may care to extend,

I remain,
Very 157 yours,g Z \>

Ro C. Bowers.
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Aug. 68,1934,

Wm. M. Brenton,
Magnolia Sprinzs, Als.

near Siri-

Plaaged to receive vaur comeunication of Znd. And to
gend you printed matter, which should put falrly befors you ths
principle undarlying our "Singis Tax Colony® together with

som= clairs for accomplishment.

If favorably isorsseed with sare, w2 will bs abls to

ghow you some small tracts, from which you ﬂoula s prqyahly be
able to make a sclection. 5 1

Yours very truly,

HBagratery.
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; Aug, 2%%th 1033
Mr W, B, Gasten,

D;ar 8ir.-

dpeaking with Mr Fred Sehermerhsrr abeut
the pessibility of fereecYosure of ay honesiead on ac-
ssunt o a mertgaze placed theresn te puy TAXES enly,
he mentiemed Fairhepe Single Tax Cel, and I was at
enee interested and an writing yeu fer printed matter
e Lthe subjeet if it is availablej I am A skilled
meehanie in several limes bul this is ne asset in
times Yike the lasst{ few years,

Thanking yeu in advanees Por any infurng&iiﬁiwl

I remain Yeurs Trul i 7 D L
Yo & Ao IOnrwg 74)
¥ 7 74y, &

2701 Hiekman Ave,,
Des Melilnes, Iswa,



e Aug. 29,1933,
ey CuCuBriges, .
8701 lilckiean Ave.,
Dea lMoines, Iowa.

' Dear ir. Hickmanie

‘ .1 aw pleused no learn of the intarest in Fairhope
aro.e d in vou oy pur #ir Sohermerho;n and am glad %o supgly.
dnlormation, :

Das doinee van thne birthp lace of the ?airhope ‘Lndar
$aking, which ie now nearing i%s 39th vear of wor: in this
diﬂtuﬂt portion of the U.8 L

I an mailing vou & sopy of 'ﬁiatorv* of the ColonJ
a eopy ‘of ‘an address .1 nmade st Chicago, in 1928, at a Hene
ry George Conyress, copy of our form of lease with tha appli=-
cation which i a namﬁ of the lease contraoct. Thicking you
may Le intevesipd im the hortioultural agricultural, and other
featuree of thé coun try as A pluoe to moks a living from the
801l or at leawt in goad part, I an includinea reprint of an
article publlﬁhe! gome time ago in the Employas Yapszing of
the L.q H.Rua;, ond of our great southyrn svatowms,

We f@ nly belie @ that our 2ingla Taz on le a Valuaa
plan amhoui¢$ tha only real, =niurir remedy for the manifoid
geoconomio il;s from which the country suffers; and that our
axporiment'mn a srall soale-has gone a good ra's toward dem=
onntrati;é fte virves, but on too small a ﬂuale to reliva
us fron ilh othtrwjta univereal, iy

// Wa elis 1nato the need of 1nvestmant in land; ym‘ lo=

g colator, rellev: .our celoniste of o large part
of t o thves levidT on their industry-and-entenprisze.
But an t ;N& alile to tell you to come on and you will find a
Job at gﬁaﬂ paﬁ\aalitiug youe-we zre, alas, unable to 4o so.

ALy ﬁona\onr lierature interests you and that we may

ho&r jrom you fuwthar. :

'5 ﬁksérda to Friend Schemenour and his hri}lﬁant

wlfe,/aa wall as yoursalf. :
Sty . Yours vary truly,

FAI?HOPE S.T.Corp'n

\

e Ty ¢ AT

DNk
s
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May 12, 1930

Elizabeth Briston,
7199 Washington
Saint Louis, Mo.

Dear Madam:=

/

Responisve to your recent inquiry I am taking

pleasdre in sehding you some printed matter rela=

tive to our Single Tax Colony, though recent calls have
exhausted out most somprehensive literature.

I hope you will get about what you need out of
what I am sending. If there is any further information

" needed please call on us for it.

Yours very truly

“Secretary.

7



September 22, 1932,
Mr. Ernest B. CGaston, :
Editor & Publisher of The Fairhope Courler,
Fairhope, Baldwin Co,.,, Alabanma,
Dear Mr, Gastons |
V Your name still sounds very familiar, hav-
ing lately seen it in the 1930 Edition of The Newspaper Direce-
"tory, and (when we lived 15 Deer Lodge, Tennessee, some thirty
years ago): I belleve that Father corresponded with you,
In fact, I think that some of the Stearns' family moved from
Tennessee to Falrhope, There were the twd brothers, Charles
and Albert, and their father and mother, They were formerly
from Michigan.

I have been 1iving in California for the
past twentythree (23) years; am at present on the unemployed
list, but have th; géod foriune of not being a property owner,
burdened with high, delinquent taxes, as so many are,

While I have a few relatives (cousins) on the West Coast, my
nearer ones (brother and mothér) are 1living back in Florida,

I quite ofteﬁ have thoughts, or-desires of being back there,
But, for a person with my meager financés, values are too high
(as here) for me to make any investment,

. : I am a bachelor, have no trade, but have got
a gtrong leaning towards agricultural pursults,

1 have had some little experience along that line, out here,

What I am writing to you about, now, is to
learn a little something about Fairhope, and whether 1t holds
out any inducements for a poor man (with only a few hundred

dollars), I am a man fiftytwo (52) years of age,



)

Does this sawmill, brigk yard, pottery plant and creamery
all belong to your Single Tax Colony ?
It certainly is pleasant to know that your colony has ex-
isted so long, I understand that the Llano (Socialist)
Colony, in Louisiana, is still going, but 1s~heav11y iﬁ debt,
Debt seems to agree with some people, but not with everybody.
I believe that the entrance fee, to become a member of your
colony, is one hundred dollars, is it not ?
What does this membership signify---sentitle a person to ?
I understand that you have a temple, Is this for speciél
feligioua service, or union of various sects ?
What are your yearly rates for tenancy of land °?
6 o wére to come there, I would not want over three (3)
acres of land, and would want to do my own improvemen%s:
Your town being a Tourist Resort, I presume that you have
& Restricted District, as to cost of buildings erected,
Am I right ? i have understood that you had a sandy soll,
with clay sub-soll, But, how about sewer connections: 1is
that a requirement, for all newcomers to your colony; 6r
would it be, ultimately ? I have no further thought of ob-
taining much (if any) of my livelihood (hereafter), working
out for other;. I aé obliged to wrest it from thé soll,
I feel that I will be able to do it, ralsing all of my own
food, having only my clothing to buy, taxes or rents to pay,
incidentals, etc, It is this gas, electricity, water, etc,,
added to the other expenses, that puts a poor man under,
Thanking you for any information along this line, Iam,

Yours very sincerely,

4141 Lark St., Sen Diego, Calif, Edwin S5, Brower,

s | WKW.



a7 batter land .

Sept. 26,1937,

Zawin 8. Brower, .
4 141 Lﬂrk 8t.
San Diego, cai. ‘

DPaar Hr"Broueré~ 

Was plensed to receive yours of 2°md and ‘o @aiu

you that I azm still hLere aad atill pecretary of the "Cingle Tax

Colony® whioh is carrying on =8 will appear by a readlng of :
the %iiztory® of which I‘am<azndin§ you & copy aad vlso of the -
paper. Yes, Alvemt Stears is gtill living here and has tuwo
seng here and a -daughter, all marrigd and with farilies of thel
own. Charles went west, I think to Pashington, meny vaars ago.

T d0 not 2%t the moment remeber whal becams of the old folks.

: ‘ 1 ses that you nhave met the fate of sultitudes
in baing abl2s to hold on to mighty iin= probably of’'wiat sou

 primarily becauss you 3id not get shat you carned but wers fore -
ad te conteibute it tc othare. : R

S : You incuire if the ssr mille pottery, CTesnme Ty,
ese, belong to our Colony? WNo, undar our plan the Coloay does

net interest iteclf in anything of the rhort, but contenis itsel

with adwmianisteringz the land and leaving thaze othaer activitiss
o indi':'ix.’lnals'. » 5 e i T

pacording to my information the Llano Colomny 1p
as you say, heavily in dabdbs, . there is a oconstant s streas
o7 peopla in and out, with thgSas golne out leaving a2ll that they
put in dbehiand tham. sty : :

The sembership iz still 3100 bui one dess not
have tc pay that in to iesse land and get all the privilsges of
membershlp 2xocspt holdinz office and helping to alect officsra.
Te have no templa. e S

Land rents, for acreage run from say £7 an

. more in the adge fof town, ipclde the scorporation, down to &s

low aa a dollar a few milas out in the country for just as good

1In town and conpected with the #aﬁorworkavyou

would have to "ave s meamx septic tank for a toilet, but if not

1 am esendirg vou copy of paper, 2to.
S by ternally,

g &

. - < 2

g%gnnotad the las would call for a "sanitary privy?® costing abou

T

N
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CHARLES A.BROWN
JOHN L. JACKSON
ARTHUR H.BOETTCHER
JOHN A. DIENNER
CHARLES V. HILDEBRECHT
CAMERON A.WHITSETT

CHARLES F. CALHOUN,JR.
HENRY H. BABCOCK
WILLIAM A. FURNNER
MORRIS SPECTOR
EDWARD C.GRELLE

BROWN, JACKSON,BOETTCHER & DIENNER
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

\\ PATENT LAW WASHINGTON OFFICE
A 513 OURAY BUILDING
~ I550 MONADNOCK BLOCK 8THE G. STS. N.W.
53 W. JACKSON BLVD.
CHICAGO

TELEPHONE - HARRISON O757

March 25, 1930.

B+ Be Gasbon, Esqa,
Fairhope Courier,

Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

While I was in Fairhope recently I called at your
office and had a short conversation with you, and had the
pleasure of hearing your talk at the Colonial Inn.

As I believe I told you, I was an admirer of Henry
George and his theory and I still believe it, as a matter of
theory, but certainly, in our day, incapable of application.

I have expressed my opinion regarding the experiment
now being carried out by the single tax colony in Fairhope,to
several with whom I have talked, and think it is fair to re-
peat to you, briefly, what I have said to others.

I am convinced that the experiment, as it is being
tried at Fairhope, will ultimately result in inevitable fail-
ure. There are many difficulties which are apparent to me
and which, of course, must be more apparent to you, which are
inherent in the plan as adopted at Fairhope but which would
not be effective if the entire nation, or even an entire State
had adopted the Simon-pure Henry George theory..

You can hardly be interested in an exposition of my
views in this matter. I am interested because I was an early

reader of "Progress of Poverty" and I heard Henry George at



- #2 = E. B. Gaston, Esge. - March 25, 1930.

Chickering Hall, in New York, at one time when he was introduced
by William Dean Howell. I also met Henry George on a train on
which I was going to New York. He was brought to the train at
Cleveland by lr. Tom Johnson and on the train he met a Catholic
Priest who had been a schoolmate of lr. George. Each called the
other by his first name, and the Priest introduced me to HNr.
George, and I had the opportunity for considerable discussion
with him.

There is no doubt in my mind that the Henry George
theory is fundamentally right, and may possibly be adopted success-
fully, but the difficulties in changing from the pfesent system to
that of the single tax are too great, in my belief, to have it in-
troduced in our day, or for many generations to come.

There is much opposition to the single tax plan in
Fairhope and I foresee that this opposition will increase,as the
rental values must necessarily increase snd the vacant land, owned
in fee by the single tax colony, which, in theory, must be taxed
at the same rates as land with improvements upon it, must have the
taxes paid by the single tax colony.

The story of the group of young idealists who found-
ed the single tax colony has some of the attraction and romance of
the establishment of Brook Farm by that other band of idealists,
including Hawthorne, Emerson, Dana and others, obut I fesr i% is
equally lacking in practicability.

I hope you will pardon my intruding upon you with
my views. iy excuse is that I am interested in your enterprise
and particularly in the George single tax theory.

Yours ve?§:§£ul¥ﬁ 7Y D

Vs é/‘” ;
LAY Ve, UV B



COPY

Brown, Jackson, Boettcher & Dienner,
Attorneys and Counselors
1550 lionddnock Block,
Chicago.

Varch 23, 1830
E.B.Gas ton, Esq.
Fairhope Courier
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear M¥Mr. Gaston:-

‘ While I was in Fairhope recently I called at your
office and had & short conversation with vou, and had the pleas-~
ure of hearing your talk at the Colomidal Inn.

As I believe I told you, I was an aamirer of wenry
George and his theory and I still believe it, aes a matter of
theory, but certainly, in our day, incapable of application.

I have expressed my opinion regrading the experiment
now being carried out by the single tax colony in wpairhope, %o
several with whom I have talked, and think it is fair to re-
peat to you briefly, what I have sald to others.

I am convinced that the experiment, as it is being
tried at wairhope will ultimately result in inevitable fail-
ure. There are many difficulties which are apparent to ue
and whicle, of course, must be wmore apparent to you, which are
inpherent in the plan as adopted at rairhope but which would
not be effective if the entire mation, or even and entire State
had adopted the Simon-pure Henry George theory.

You. can hardly be interested in an exposition of my
views in this matter. I am interested because I was an early
reader of Progress and Poverty and I heard Henry George at
Chicjering Hall, in New York, at one time when he introduce
by William Uﬂan Howell, 1 also met Henry George on a train ab
which I was going to New York. He was brought to the train at
Cleveland by Mr. Tom Johnson and on the train he set a Catholic
Priest who had been a schoojlmate of Mr. George. Each called the
other by his first nawe, and the Priest introiuc@d me to ¥r. George,
and I had the opportunity for considerable ddscussion with him.
There is no doubt in my mind that the Henry George theory
is fundamentally right, and may poseibly be adopted successsfully
but the tdifficulties in changing from the present system to that of
the €ingle Tax are too great, in my belief, to have it introduced
in our day, or for many generations to come. A
There is wuch opposition to the uingle tax plan ak in
Falrhope and I foresee that this opposition will increase, as the
réntal values must necessarily increase and the vacant land, owned
in fee by the single tax colonva which, in theory, must be tax*i
at the same rates as land with improvements upon it, must have the t
taxes paid by the single tax colony.
The story of the group of young idealists who founded the

ng tax 8] 1 ¢ 2
pingle,tax, cgdony b Boraeiny  ¢hhE SERT2Eioy apd;jougnce ML B

Hawthorne, Emerson, Dana and others, but I fear it is equally lackin



in practicability.

- I hope you will pardom my intruding upon you with my
views. My e cuse is that I am interested in your enterprise and
particularly in the George single tax theory,

Yours very truly,

Charles A. Brown,



March 30, 1920

¥r. Charlss As Brown,
1580 Yonadinodk Bullding,
Chioago, Ill.

Ky Dear ¥z, Brownie

I am indedbted to you for your ioteresting and fraak
stﬁtam~n* of your views regarding our effort here, pessimistic
though it be both re garding the sanze and tha prospect of the
realizotion by 1cgia tion of the reform advooatsdi by Henry
George, ~hich you seenm to theorcticnlly approve ae well as us.

I do not share quite such a dngrte of hopzlooanraa as
you present regarding the future for our fefori in general,
though ohlingad to admit that thc waight of hortl’lty and ignor»
ance ia sxceedingly greas. :

2 However, none of us can tell what may happen whiah we
do not now foresee to bring the issue to the fromt, The means for

the dissemiration of ideas have been tremendously improved within

a short time. It is much lses than the span of 1life of many now

living sinoe chattel slavery prevailed over a large part of thie

very country of ours. The récognition of thr right of wousn to par-

ticipate in the goverbmwent under vhich they live is & quite recent

accomp lishument. A few years only, have seen the overthrow of some

of the oldilt and appar.utly most firmly established governmentse

of the world.

The opposition which you sensed here and of which we are
fully swvare, arising aes 1t does from the sase ignorance and hostilit
- which precludes in your opinion the poeeibility of securing the
Single Tax generally for unnumbered generations, 1s uo new thing
here, . It has been present during oer 3% years and frequently
mach bottor organized and vooifcroun than it is now. -

Honever, ehould we be eventually defeated 1a our purpose,
to ®show a better way® to meet the nded for public revenue and to ad-
- minister land, the first necessity for aen's existence; and to ®live
ke the truth we profess® we oan have the satisfaction of know
that =e did what we could; that it is not our feult that men euffer
from their ignorance of the truth; thctr unwillingnees to deal just-
ky with their fellow men.

I hope you will come our #ay again.

Yours very trulj



OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

ROLLINS COLLEGE

WINTER PARK, FLORIDA
HAMILTON HOLT, PRESIDENT

May 10, 1933

Secretary Fairhope 8ingle Tax Corporation
Fairhope, Alzbama

My dear 8ir :

I chanced to receive a copy of the
Fairhope Courier and from it I infer that the
City of Fairhope is operated under the Single
Tax plan.

If you have any literature or other
publications explaining concretely how this
rlan operates I should be very happy to have
such material as you distribute to the public.

I am especially interested in know-
ing how your City has faired during the recent
years of financial distress.

Thanking you, I am

Very truly yours,
’/f/ /N / J(—\ s 177" ‘/Q =

ETB/m Treasurer

e

i
A ¥
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May 13,1833,

E.T.Brown, Treas.
Rollins Collegs,
¥inter Park, Fla.

Dear Sir:=- A

Yours of 10th at nand and I take pleasure in giving
you information of the application of the Single Tax here.

Undar another wrapper 1 am mailing you a ®history"® of
our Single Tax Colony here a:d a copy of an address I pade to
to the Henry Gsorge Congress, at Chicago, 1ln 19238.

Referring firet to the latter you will find on page
two, marked paragraphs explaining how our Colony Corporation,
a non=profit, non-stock organization, intervens hetween tha
holders under leasehold of lard to whiech it holis title and .
the taxing authorities, collecting from the forwer in land renta
taxes imposed upon their isprovements and personal property as

. well a= upon the land. On page 3 of the same you will find

some¢ of our claims for benefits arising from this policy and,
in the latter pages of the history you will find more along the
Ba e line.

munity likétcagg}dpﬁﬁu?%étg 583i%?céot31?¥8%53t°§r8m1%§§1%&¢8T*
that it could be immune to conditions oth rwise universal, but
I as sure it can be readily shown and inde=d, it is generally
concediszd that we have been affacte lesa than other comrmunities
where thée usual policiss have Lad free play.

The effects of the eerlous times through which we
have been paseing, has been apparent in unemployment, low wages,
prices pelow cost of production for wealth of almoet all kinds,
decreased purchasing power, 2%¢. which has =sde tenantes unablas
to pay thelr rents.

Hoping this information will be such as you desire and
expressing my ple sure to take up any furtter points on which
wou mny desire inforzation, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

Secretary.
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March °0, 183 1

G.Gordon B&rown,

! P.O.BOK 46, : i
Warmbaths, North Transvaal,
South Africa.

My Dear Sir:-

We are pleasei to recieve youre of Feb. ldath and learn
of your interest in our work here, about which we are pleased
to give you further information, though recent many calls have
exhausted our stock of comprehensive literature.

o We are sending you conry of our constitution, our land
lease with application which attaches to lease and becomes a part
of the contract, a copy of our "Quarter Centennial History® tel-
lin of the inception of the undertaking and bringing it through
the first 35 years; and a little folder entitled "Whose Land?i"®

-4n the concluding pages of which is given the answer to the ;
guestion and a brief statement of the Single Tax philosophy and.
our method of applying the same here in advance of legislation.
Also included is a reprint of an artcle in the Employes lagazine
of the Louisville ad Nashville Railroad, for its information
about our section here and as showing outsiders look upon our
Colony.
T Our Colony is now 36 vears old. It has 4,000 acres of
land, unincumberasd and colleéted rentals of over $32,000 dollars
in 1830. Though the corporation owns less than half of the land
within the boundaries of the Town of Fairhope, (incorporated
long after the founding of the Colony) at least /5 of the popula#
tion of the town is on the Colony land and practically all the
business and the Town of Fairhope is the largest town in the
county, and grew more rapidly ~etween 1920 and 1930, than any
other town in the state with from 800 to 1500 population in
1920, from 853 to 1549, except one, its rate 6f growth being 81%.

-As the majority of people are no favorable to our pol-
icy in the abstract, 1t seems to be demonstrated that they found
our proposition more favorable for them at the time of locating
than offered by towns under ordinary conditions. ;

Wé think you will understand that our effort is not a
governmental one in any respect. Taxes are levied within the
limits of Fairhope--and the farm land adjacent hald by us upon
same basis as elsevhere in the state. Our Colony corporation is
a private corporation, but without stock and strictly non-pro-
it, We hope that matter sent will reach you safely and prove of






intgrest. Any fufther information desired we will be glad to
furnish upon request, as nothing would please us more than to
be helpful to others seeking "a better way."

Out of our experience and observation we feel justif

fied 4 warning you to be very careful of cooperative ventures.
There have been a very great many cooperative cooperative ventures
during the life of our Colony, which have died out after a few
yearsand none of which have been what might have been called suc-
cesses. And every cooperative venture which has been tried with=—

"~ in our Colony has also failed, Labor Exchange, Cooperative Creamey

and Cooperative store, all have failed, while the Colony has gone
on. To undertake the conduct of a business, even one, gives oppo#®
tunity for friction, for disagreement over detalls, and when this,
is multiplied and all or many of the activities of the coomunity
are uniertaken to be made public business, the resultant friction
usually gete so great as to tear up the orranization itself.

We urge you to get the viewpoint of the Single Taxer,
that the land is the foundation of everything, that given free
access to lani--natural opportunities--which is the fundamental
purpose of the Single Tax and leaving men free to employ theme
selves,with the result of their efforts as the just and natural
reward to individuals, involves the leas¢ opportunity for fric-
tion, and in the end works out beet for all. Of course gréoups.
can frequently under circumstances which way arisc, cooperate
in specific undertakings, but every ~ffort to cooperate in every-
thing, of uhicp 1 have ever heard, hus ka ended in fallure.

We do not know whether or not you are familiar with the
writing of Henry George, the great apostle of the Single Tax, but
we are taking the liberty of se.ding you abridved editions of
his®Progress and Poverty®anitha®"The Land Question® which we arc se
sure you can read with great profit.

We would be very glad indeed to be advised of any con-
crete effort you may decided to make.

Most sincerzly yours,
FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION,
By '

Secretary.






Oct. 22, 1932

John C, Brown,

Thawvi ‘12, Ills,
L\

Dear Sir:=-

Replying to yours of 19th, would say we have no land
foe sale, only for lease, under our plan which is pretty well ex-
plained by enclosed form of application. Land which we have
available for lease would ‘e about three to six miles from the
center of town and our rental rate would rum about about a
dollar and a half to two and and a half per annum, at presant rat-
ing, withbonly a half year's rent to be paid at time of app lication.
It would be subject to a further charge for timber if there were
timber of any value on it, which we treat as a "crop® on the land

Shall be glad to hear from you further
Yours ¥ery truly, |
FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION,

By

o N e v
. SE



485 Virginia Court,

Winter Park, Florida
Janurary 28, 1932

Mr. E,B. Gaston
Pairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston;

In my econoaics class here a2t Rollins College, I have
chosen the subject, "Single Tax", for my term paper, I
would like very much to get some material from you or
perhaps you could tell me where I might obtain some 1liter=
éture on this subject,

As 1t is very important that I find out about this as
soon ag possible I would apovreciate an early reply,
Yours Sincerely

Winthrop Brubeaker



Feb. 17,1932,

¥inthrop Bruhaker,
- 485 Virginia Court,
Wintar Park, Fla.

Near Mr. Brubaksrie

1 am very sorry to have overlooked replying proupte
1y to your favor of January 2Bth. Am always glad %o hear from
peapla wanting to know about Single Tax. I hope I shall not
be too late to he of serv ce, ta you in the mautter.

I am sendl g you a colleation of writi*gs upon the
aubject of 8ingls Tax in gensral. An excellent short state-
ment is that by Henry George, reproduced in the Congresaional
Record many years ago, "The Single Tax, What It is and Vhy We -
urge it.®* He was the graat apostle of the Single Tax You know.

I am also sending ysu Henry Georgs's Land Guestion, and Sig.if-
cant Paragraphe from Progress and Poverty, which was Mr. George's
masterpiace, compiled by HarrgsBGunnison Brown, of University of
Missourl. Pleasz nots statement on cover by John Dewey.

. I think these »ill falrly present the subject from the
gernernl standpolint, applisd by changing tax laws.

ﬁ Somethiag about our Single Tax Colony wﬁ be of service
Thig is & plan for applylog the idea of taking land values for
public use, without walting for change in the la. by the aiaple
@xpadient @f acquiring land and using the power o’ ownarship to
gecure by contrset with individucls desiring porticns of the
sare, to take it under long téme lease, conditioned on the Colony
corporation collecting in rent the full annual rentsl value and
using the rent to pay taxes not only upon the land, out upon the
improvesents and personal property of individuals--any excess
to be expended for the common venefit. :

Applying thiﬂ plan--which it has bean doing now for
more than 37 years--though owning considerably less than half the
dand of the Town, practically all the wusiness and the larger
part of the population are on the Colony's portion, while Faire

hope has grown to be the largest town in the county in which it
is, and grew gore pIOn,ltisnatelv than any other town in the 8



state of approximate size, during the osnsus period 1@?&-3&, @t ope

The znelosed regent statement to meachars may be of serw
vice t0 you in this connzction.

.
o+

€incersly hoping that this muy be of service to vou,

I am, liost sincerely yours,

Seoretary.
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told him I would be glad to sen? you =ome.

"Thz Single Tax, %hat It Is and Why

~find interesting and wouln ve glad to hear from you.

r. J.%.8%ckingham,

‘Qoottovilla, Hioch.

Near Sir:- : : 5

‘ OQur mutual frieni Af. C.u.Githrie asked s or sue
inforiation for you ravarding our Single Tax Colony hers and I

Under another wrapper 1 am sendiny you & state vent
#: Urge 1t2 by Henrv George

the gre»t spostle of the Singls Tax. It of course contemplales
ite aprlication by governmant thro-gh » chenge in the law, :
which i=s what all Singletaxers desire.  Qur Si gle Tax Colony, is
an effort at partisl application on 2 s:@all seale of the idea
undar existing laws. For an understanding of the purpose, meth-
odes and sorewxaxthing of what 2 olaim, will be found in another
11ttl- folder I send, vaing 'a speech by me in Chicogo, in 1828.

-

"I aleo send you a "history® of the Colony brought’
down to auite = recant date, and other satter, which I hop you

.8 A Yours very truly;

e : Segdratary.

R i
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: ael i; eacawionzily we have A barzfin in some improvements we nave ‘fﬁr

‘, during the sund@r and 'ba ready to move the faiily down 1n the falx.:f

‘efofr to' me on thiz or %o rny one alxs, i1 ycu taak 14
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. “’:.'_‘1_.“ - h"; .‘\» : —v : | i Doy sk £ \hron 11’1935. i '_,; : g%
J.:aanntsﬁgham,' : s R R e S
D.%l' Sirtm \ : : ey bk ' L ‘
: Yéurs o! 7th receivod ani I ain plgdged Lo ‘hote th&t L3 >
you a*a 1nterstted 1n our Bingla Ta¥ Colony, 1: W
% % ‘ I land you a 'opy of pur form o leass of GOlpr lund i
s which perhaps vgu.havo not had with other matﬁer L e e

> '_"}.

: ‘Reat »f lsnd in the country rak rto £5.50 an abre - k %
aﬁ*ancat to tha tewn corporation, t6 a8\ lpw . as a (dollap about ¢
tive or 2ix mtlae farther out. Thie is snaual rcnt, and 1ia on
an unimprovad basis, the: legsor being supposdd to sase hia owd _
1mmmtpemtn, or buy from some onad elsep»iaprevemnw only, mﬁ R
tha 1and, at. azyrioe %hay orn agres Ofe. ~ - : C T Sl b

5 \ N
F , tha rax~an the land is paid by tke aurpetaiie&, und t%e iz
2Q0aaa payo tagas on hinp. imprﬁv»gﬂntn and perscncl propert - and Y
1a entitlat to turn his tax recelpts in for erpdif on bis rent k
fqr tha 1aﬂdw*ﬁp to the' ﬁQUut of nis’ rant, net mere. ‘\1 J \‘“i]lf;g

I nata yau are "atubk® up tscre, with “iand you eanaot
- vésh obliped to taks ovar for unpaid rans. There seema $0 ms E
bc‘an~eupeaial opening,\tn sarkas offering on enclosed slip . i
 whioh we oould s8ll for %200 mw vhich looks to 42 to be ‘Al ;g
_great vargain. If you had & 11ttle monsy sad could come dom pnong 7

ant Af thia wst with your apbrov-1l oo«ld ¥y, DOt you.u ﬁoune ¢, f;

e enough to houme y ou,' shich could he done for & amg.l ‘amount,
‘hareesgt thy frult snd cultivate the land and perhaps’ gell there -

3 Mr. Guthrie sould inspect this for you, if aeeimaq% itf“
it the'%altav~Jamaa leasenold. I anclos® 8 1*mt of the rvnit &raya
a@n*zen tha place a8 furni«red mas_ AR >, e i Ml

]

7#>N~\' ‘Hop# to hear furtnsr frow you. Thera would: bE 68 oommit-"”“

g T /; / |

A = . : ‘ Yours very truly £ 'j b . ;ﬂ
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|25 BROWN,??ESI NT E. B. GASTON, SECRETARY E. C. WOLCOTT, TREASURER
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{ FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION

Fairhope Single Tax Colony

ESTABLISHED 1895

FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

Dec. 30,1933

H.S.Bullard,
Nokomis, Ala.

Dear Sir:

Your card in this morning's nmail in rggard to "Ring
Farm.®

We have a¥ tanant on it and several parties biting
on a purchase proposition, but lacking cash.

If you mean business you can have it with 80 acres,
less streetd), not less than $200 cash, balance in two instal-
ments three months and six months, with interest.

Yours very truly,‘

FAIRHOP NGLE TAX CORPORATION,

Secretary.

\)



3 ‘g,{?‘,‘";'é
,ﬁw 3

H.8.Bullard, '

: e
Nokomis, Aia.
Daar Sir:=-

_ Yours receive ! and we note that you want more than

80 acres with the Ring Farm improvement. We presume that the "39
aores® which you referred to & thinking the “est part of the
original Ring furm, was the west 40. We have leased ten acres in
the northeast corner of that forty and enlarsed a half zcre Lold-
ing in the northwest corner to two acreés, but could let vou have
the rest of 1it, which ought to bs 1 28 acres, les= & little for

streets. There is a "draw" down anproximately through th2 center
but ought to be spprox. 25 acres of zood, tillble land snd most
f it cleared.

Also there ie the south half of southeast qr. of SE.3,
in our hands, most of which is cleared. This is ver sandy =nd
would be discounte ! on rent on that account. These two pieces
ought to give you tie acreageneeded, but I cannot guarantee
that they would be lucluded at the price named, though we would
like to have enough acreage with the barn and silos, to justify
developing A good stock farm on the place.

Had you not better coae down and look t. e place over?

We took under advisementan offer on the miatwo "O's
end on, with a check for $50 today.

Yours very truly, =

Secretury.

u‘lﬂ&mxgé*aj,é544556

?







_Deo. 30,1032
H.S.Bullard,
Nokowias, Ala.

Desr Sire

Your card in this morning's sail in rggard to "Ring
Farm.® .
We have at tanant on it.and several parties biting
on a purchase proposition, but lackine cash.

you mean business you can 'ave it with 80 sores,
lees etreats; not less than ﬁ“oc.casn, balance in tvo instol-
ment% three monthe an! giz monthe, with interest.

Yours very truly,

FAIRHO AX CORPORATION,

Secratagy.
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_AHatoharABulla:d,
Bay Udinette, Ala.

Kz

June 24, 1933.

Dear Sir:i-

Replylng t0 yours of 22nd inst. thia corporation ovns the

Ring FParm property. We have had to take it over for delincuent \
rent, under the terms of our leasss It ies a place on which many
thousandis of dollars have heen spent in making parmanent im=-
provements, but our chief interest is to get out of it what we
have in it and have the proparty—ln posseaaion of some oﬂe who
can make 'good use of 1f. ; : :

. That you.usay be advis 'd of the conditions governing
leasing from pur Corporatlon a copy of the application for land
required (which attaches to the lease and bscomes a part. of
the lgase contract) 1is enclosed.

¥a would be glal to have you come down and look

the property and situation over, unless you are alraady familidr;qé(

and would consider a.cash offer of $1,000.
I Hoping to,near further fron you,
Yours very trnly,
THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE. TAX CORPORATION,

By

o

.

» i“t«_



Sept. ®, 1832,

- Hatecher Bullard,
Bay Min2tte, Ala.

Dear Siri- 7

Replying further to your latter of 27th August, relstive to
Ring Farm, I had the matter bafore the Executive Council of the
Corporation and was imstructed to advise you that your offer of
#500 cannot be accepted, but Corporation wil make you = tounter
offer of &750, whioch is the best it feels that it can do and will
not let it out on what it has im it. AR

; > i . AX
Some money has recently beem spent on repairing fence-
in fact rebullding it one the easd side and the north sids. :

\ Other part es are now considering this property seriouse
ly and you should act promptly if you wish to secure it at the
price stated, which is only a fraction of its value.

e The annual rent ed the land at present rating is £195.14
; whiceh is payable in semi-annual instalments. This you understand,
~ indludes taxes uwpon land, improvessnts and personal property, the
taxes upon the land being pald directly by the Colonmy Corporation.

If you took the place your rent would begin when the prop-
erty wmas put 1in your possesion. The rent is based upon posséssion
of 180 acres, three forties, less streets, but you could take
80 acres which lies together if you only wished that much, and
thus reduce the remt, or can have more, at additional rent. There .
is a 20 in the same quater scotion, which can be had if desired.

It ie quite sandy and a reduction in rent on that account would

no doubt be made. 8 former holder of it, ueed to make good

erops on it, but it has been alloved to run dowm 'w lack of manur-
/ . ing or legume planting on it.

~ Of courcz, if you deeids to accept our propOSItion, you
will come dowm and conclude the deal here.

Yours very truly

P § A

(O TEiridl % 3o cursyopp oy Tt
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Fairhope, Ala., - 192

Address:

To Fairhope Single Tax Corporation br.

MR. R. E. L. CONNOLLY, Treasurer

Post Office Box 323 Please Remember to Send or Bring Assessment With Tax Receipts
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Jan. 13,1934

H'- St &lllard«,
Nokomis, Ala.

Dear 8ir:

Replying to yours of llth , the rent on the Ring Farm prop-
erty- 2s describad, the nortreast quarter of Sout east L and no.:
4 of so.4 of SE.¢ of Sec. 15, 8. 3 E 80 acres less streets, amoun =
t0 approx. %% two and one-half acres, less two acres de 'ucte ' one=
third and and 3 acres Jeducted 3/3 is 2154.18. -

e can give you immediats posscssion on eéxeoution of con+
tract., and making of {irst payment. ¢ :

Hope you ocowme down and take it.

0f course you understand tnat this is inclusive of the
taxes on land and improvements, live stoc, :

-



¥r., H.8. Bullard,
Nokomu, Ala.

Dear lr. Bullard=~ ,

: " Leet you may be giving though stlll to the pur-
chue of "Ring Farm® this is te notify you tnat not hearing rrcu yau

promtly in reply to last advioce aand having another party, on the
_sraund, we have/olosoz with him, 80 that this praperiy ts no leagtr

n the opcn list.

Sk We wo.ld be glad to looau here and will be glsd tt |
4 any time to give mnamaratlon to auy othcr pro»osu. froa YOV 1"

Yo 8 ﬂry nmrely.
FAIBBOP! SI!GLR 'ru mw'z;an

18

'—-E:-X‘O t&l‘y .










Fairhope, Ala., Oct. 24; 1832.

Elizabsth W. Burbank,
210 Grand View Ave., So.
Los Engelee; Cal. :

Dear iiss Burbankie

Your card received and I am delighted to learn that
you find some people there encugh interested in Fairhope, that
they want {o learn more &nd you are dieposed to help them out.

Au glad to say, that while were about out of literature,
we have recrntly acquired some which I think will ve found in-
teresting and instructive; and am sendi g you the followingt

Iilustrated pamphlet Just’iésuad by the Chamrber of Com=
maraa,_fcr general informatlon ard secenes. :

Copy of 'Quarter Centeanial History® fiesrt part covering
important festures down to 1820, and latter bringing atory down to
the present year.

Copy of addrese ¢ made gt Henry George Congr@sq at Han-
phis, Tenn., the 12th of this month.

I alsoc send 2 copy of the conatituticn; copy of form of
spplication for land; which pretty fully indicites the form of
leaze-~of which we are a 1ittle short.

Iucludéo, also ie copy of adirese I made st the Henry
Ceorge Congress at Chicago, im 1918, and pa/hape some oddis and ends
that w11l occur to me before sealing tbia lettcr.

Thanks for your kind Tewembrsnce to the family. You
will be sorry, I know, to 1éarn that Dr. Atkineon died om the 16th.

I hope you have o pleusant time with thoese of inguire-
ing mind about Fairhope and would b2 glad to advised of tne rasult :
of your presentation of the suh@aot. A T

5

ost sincerasly yours,

& Secratary.







i T -
Trmoe Mrfx

W



Feb. 25, 1934,

E.Burroush
43 Trenton Ave.,
Camdan, NGJQ

Dear Sir:-

The Postraster hns--qu 'te properly--haned me ybur card
of 2=21 to him and it gives me pleasure to reply. 1 think I
can' bast do this by sending you some printed matter.

First in thie line is "Single Tax Colonies or Enclavez®
Second a copy of our application for land and form of lease,
(of which the application i a part.)

I do not know wheth~r or not you are familiar with
the Sirgle Tax proposition; if not I should, perhaps have invie-
ted your attention first to "The Single Tax, What It Is and why
We lirge It" a state ent by Henry George, the great apostle o
the movement, reprinted in the Congressional Recori by & then
mambar of Congrese, which I in~lude.

I also eand you a history of th* Colony, which you
may find interesting. :

If you are imerested I shall hope to hear further
from vou. :
‘ Yours most sincerely,

Secret ry.

L



July 18, 1935.
g&’gr ® iﬁano BurtOn,
Kingston, Ark.

Dear Mr. Burtoni-

@ur Mr. Knips kindly 12t me read your exyenad letter
to him, which I greatly enjoyed. I do not have the time to write
letters thut Mr. Knips hag, but I am movad to gen?! you sone nrinte-
2d matter regarding the Single Tax an ! our effort here in the
Single Tax Colony, to apply the idea =s far as possible without
walting for the law to be changed; in the hope of gekking hstizrxx
giving you a better understanding of the "ingle Tax as propcsed
by our great lsader, Henry George, to be affacted by changing
the taxation laws=--and also, of our Colrnv as something whi oh
might be valuable as an obiect lesson.

Under another cover I am sening yo, the following in
nusbered order (which I hona you »ill follow; though of course
rou exercise your own choice in thnt matter.

No. 1, "The Sinzle Tax, What it is and Why We ur.e it"
By xanrv George,

No. 2. "Single Tax Colonies, or Em,lt_wac" an addrese
by ﬁvqejf at Chiecago, in 19238

No. 3, ®History of Fair:iope, ~Lga ¥ myevif B3tne ¥ack
to the beginning of the Colionv vé&nture.

No. 4, "Intere-ting compariscns of Fairhope and other
towns,

No. 5. Copy of our form of lease, including applisation
for land.

I algo encloge a speech 3us, racenty made in Congress
by Trecdore L. U¥ritz, Singletaxer of Pannayle

vania.
This will make n pretty good -ourse of reading; nre,

pérhaps than you have time and inclination Tor.

Yours most ein > rely,

Sacre tary.
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