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Fairhope, Ala lov. 16, 1834.

- lirg. E.de Cernes
111 Easgt 83%h St.
¥ew York City:~-

Dear Wadam?
3 - Reglying to yours of 12th, Certainly the "Single Tax

Golany* is gtill $n existence, vas tly improved; the largest
%wn 1nq§mli in County, ani recognized as on= of the hest towas

I an raferring your inguiry to the Colori=l Inn,

a airh r@ siel the for er o2 $he immediase Bay Front. Ths
pré fp town, and asking thes to sa2nd Ve
yﬁu rateq. Hone to s2e you here again.

Yours very truly,

Secretary.
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May 15, 1935.

1524 Hapwhy Strset,
Naw Drlefie, Dba.

=

/ At the re uest of our sutal friend, i'igs Joan Chaffe,
of‘yg/r gty I an writing to expaln as clearly us I way, the
math/is of our "SBingle Tax Colony® in wpplying the fiagle Tax Po#
iayy in a state hostile %o the lden «nd bent on taxing evary-
thing in slsht.

To agsist in this I 2w mailing you some p
printed matter. Tiret is a spesch by Heonry Georzs, reprodusad
in the Congreseionll Rzaord=-for its clear exposition of the
ginzle Tax principal; in nwi=s conception to he nehieved Ly &

ohanginz of the laws ralotive to brxction.

3

cspond, ie an addregs by myself at Chicsago in les8
2 X ? ; *
graft our idea on to the ncstile aystew amp loy=

E

authoriti-g; with snrething of what we fesel

ghowing how wa
e t=xing
1gstified inc claiming For our plan.
Third, is wrigures showing interesting coparisons
pbet sen Fairhope and Other Alabaun townal

Fourth, is & copy of our fora of lea-eh
Piftn, a copy of our coustitution.

1+ seems to me that from those documentes, vou should
get a fairly clear 1dea of what we are doing and the results ,
but if any bit of srecific infersation is furthe desired; I
galll be glad to giwe 1t on further recuest. :

Yours mo=t sinceraly

: . fac.

P.S. I should give you another bit of imforasation.

vhile Fairhope is a municipality under %nhe general
law of the state an? every other town, big or 1ittle in the
state imposes occupation & xes, some getting abodut a2s much
revenus from such as from the property taxes, Zingle Tax sean-
timent is strong®migh hare that we have been able to prevent

any license taxes. We also have our own municipally owned and

very successful light and water plants.

Cl%f%j ﬁi Werae Caéﬁmﬁfk"




Fairhope, Ala. Jan. 15,1933,

TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE FAIRHOPE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCEy CONSDERING THE
FAIRHOPE WHARF MWATTER;-

I have been requastifl. to give your body my idea
of mhat would probably ba acceptable to the Fairhope Single Tax
Corporation with regard to same., I gladly do so, with the un-
“derstanding that I have no authority to speak for the Corporation

in the mattzr and can only give my opindan.

I think the attitude of the Corporation with regard
to turning over the whar’® to the Town of wairhope, would be sub-
stantially as for turning over the watervorks many years a-o and
more recently conveying the park lands; which is substantially
that that whers the Town is legally authorized to perform serve
vices for the town, for public bensfit, without profit to in-
viduale, as with light and water service, parks and wharf, it is
to the int st of tha whole community as well as the Single Tax
Corporation, such functions should bhe assumedi ty the Town.

From this viewpoint I think the Single Tax Corporatia
would transzf-r the wharf property to the town without, possibly,
any financial coneideration for the waluable riparian rights in-
volved, though possiblg some consideration might be asked for
the warehousees at either end of the wharf, (susceptivle Zerof use
for other than wharf purpos: 59 and the small building used for
refreshoent purposes near the shore end of the whary a part of
the cost of which wug provided from funis af the Woman's Counild
and with provision that the wnarf should never be sold and that
no ®special privileges® should ever be mﬁnn riv“n in connection
therewith.«

I feel that a good wharf or pier is very necessary
for the future of the community, for recreational as well as bua~-
iness purposes and that the same should ba the concern of the whod
people of the community; not only as to the enjoyument of same, but
as to assuming the =xpense of the same.

As 1t ia not lig%ay that imcediate actlion might be
taken by the Town toward acoepting the wharf, or as ‘o what plans
should be taken for its future development, 1t seeus to we the
present emergency should be wmet by the Single Tax Corporation,

by (if such arran,amrnu could be effocted) g letting the Fair-
hope Transpor.ation and Excursion Coupany assume the cost and ree-
sponsibilty of o,hrating nw wharf in conncction wlth its boat
gsarvice, while i¥ operatd sameg a falr consideration probably be-

he contlauvance of thﬁ % at service.
ihg 4 % - i Respé%fully.






i heo; 3, 1930
L&uﬁer Chambers,
1384 Rogers Ave.,
Atlanta, Ga. s
Dear Sir := |
v‘ Responding $o0 your request of Nov. 30th, I am.taking
i much plaasure\fn sending you & samp le copy of the Gou}:er,
last 1ssu§. I ;ﬁ also 2neclosing a lease and application for land,
(together constituting the lease contract) made by this corpora-
tion, in its plan for applying the Sinzle Tax in advance of legis—
-lation and some other_éatter rcgarding'tgo'sama and am sending
you in another wiapper‘oondenaations of Henry Geoige's Progresé
‘and Poverty, The Land Qgéation and Protection or Free Trade.
You één get Hen;y Geﬁrge’s works of the Robert Schalk~
cnbach Foundation, 11 Park Place, New York City.
Hope to hear further fron.you.

% : ‘ - Very -inoerely‘yours,
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December 21, 1932

Mr. £, B, Gaston,
Secretary,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

I'd like to write a story about Fairhope, as
a single tax colony, it's bfrth, history and
growth.

I understand that you have some publicity
material that you distribute without charge,
and would appreciate such of this material
as you think would be valuable.

Would also appreciate your permission to use
1t

Anything you can give me that will be of
value will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,

JRC/e



~
7

Dec. 24, 1932

B "I was greatly pleased to recelve yours of alst, with
reauest for material for an article on Fairhope in the Dothan

Eagle, and hasten to rasponl o your request. ;
1 am sandiag you the followings <

' 1. Quarter Centennial History, with additional matter
“brinzing it <owa to data. ;

: " al Tllustrated pamphlst ie=ued by the Fairhope Chamber
of Commarae,. : . :

3. Address delivered by me 2% a Henry George longress
in Chicago, in October, 1928.

4. A little pamphiet, entitled "Phoae Lani® telling a
little story, to which has ba2n agded an ancwer to the query and
an explanation of how the Colony applise the Sinrle Tax Godonw

&% Priﬁ(}lpleo ! _

5. "The Single Tax What It Is and Why We Urpe It® a
shori statwent by Henry George, the great apostle of the moverent,
as published in the Corgresalonal Record of soma yaars &Zo.

6.A copy of our form of spplication for land.
7. Two late is=ues of the Fairhope Courier, with arti-
ela-in one on the over assesssent of ZxeFairhove, a 4 the other
on some special circumstances which have adversaly affected Faire-

hope within the last few years.

T think this will Relp you to the information you want,
but {f there is any other information wanted, please be gulte free
to call on me. o

knd, please kindly let me have & copy oF the Eagle con-
teining your article when putlished. -

Most eimcerely yours,

y s




Lincoln, Nebraska
Dec. 28, 1933
Mre, E. B. Gaston
fairhope

Dear Mr. Gaston:

An hour age, in the weekly meeting of the local Henry
George Club, recently organized, mention was made of FTairhope
and sincere interest was shown in the sketchy outline of its
history which some of us were able to conetruct. This inter-
est leads me to ask you if you can give us a fairly complete
story of the town, to be read at & later meeting.

I do not want to intrude too much on your time, for I
can understand that you have plenty to occupy it already. If
you happen to have scme article or printed matter (as on the
line of the early 7airhope booklet) prohably it would serve
our perpose nicelye Some thirty years ago, as & subscriber
to tne Courier, I thot 1 was well posted on Fairhope activities
but I feel that way no longer. I understand that you still
work undsr the original charter but beyond that I could tell
our group almost nothing that was definite. FShall be glad if
you can let us have some accurate and up-to-date information.

Arong the facts which I believe would be appreciated
here are; who first sugzgested the idea of the enclave, and
where, how many fawilies cr individuals were in the original
group and where they hailed from, what monetary contribution,
if any, was required, how much land for the town site was pur- :
chased and the price, size of town lots and original rental sT s
charge, also present rental for same and amount of revenue '
now received from this source and what, if any, from other
sourcee, how is this revenue used, what public service units
has fairhoped How is rental from different lots determined,

Is there orposition to paying] %ho determines how the fund
shall be used? Does the city a% large, or merely occupants

of colony lands vote and determine policies? How are you

fixed for saloons, speakeasies, bootleggers, etc.? How is the
depression affecting Fairhope's merchants and employees, as %0
bankruptcies, unemployment and general trade? How does your
present population compare with '33 and *21? How do your pub-
lic charities coupare with those years? “hat openings or means
of livelihood #f¢€ seem reasonably promising to active, reliable
yvoung people from other sectdons? Is the plan clearly understood,
and approved by vour citizens or by most of them, eitc., etcs

, Information on these and any other points that may occur
to you will be greatly appreciated, when your convenience may

permit you to furnish it. Yours very tful{;&?%;%§;£ﬂ¢44ﬁ*hn,/



Dec. 31,1933

"A.Ge.Chapman,
1810 G. St.,
Lincoln, Neb.

Dear kWr. Chapman:®

Yours received and it seemsd good to hear f om you
again; also %o know of the frien ly interest manifested by your
local Henry Georgs group there in our' mork nere.

As you surmise I am exoaedinwly busy. You ask a
lot of queﬂtionq, which, if I was to réply fully in a letter
wobad keep me a ralf a day. 'lowever, mgst of the deaired infor=~
wation is avzilable in printed matter iesue’ from time to tims,
and I am seniing vou &n ascorteent of Hame, when you 4ﬁd the
friendz can 4ig into and if you desireanything furth r \than
ie therein set - forth I will try and acdpm odnte you. X

; Tne Courisr is publised as my own in ivi!ual \ven-
ture thoug: devete’ chiefly to advancing the Single Tax anl
Tolony interests, and I.would be glad fo have & few subscribers
amng our Lincoln group. (3 : N

It is a pleasure to be in touch +ith you ggaiﬁ.
Wishing you a happy New.Yeﬂri ‘

Fraternally youwre,

) , A Secretary.

P.8. I oan duplicate most anytining 1 send you fur any af)yomr
group d?°iring. . : . oy
Wi Y
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G.CeChristensan
]7”“ fo. 33 Fast,
b M-«t Laks “i‘ty,
Utah,

Tiear hr. Chriztenseni=
YOur Qf gth ?t f}’"'};.—t s’

I
of the Fairnops Ccurier, of
ar and also wunder another vx”

ta'e pleasurs in a=iling you
which the writer is sditor and
p@r maill you a "history® of th
g Tax Colony, ani a copy of address 1 made at Chiezga in 1928,

, with other matter abich will, 1 T%in“, help you to uvnderstand

our method of applyin-: the Single Tax &

1 am sskinrg sorry to say thayt I am not i touch with a
Singletaxer in Salt Laske City, nor in,the state of Utab, thouzh
1 am sure there must be such., I am seking the Henry Gaorge Foun-
dation, of Pittsburgh, Pa., to send you amy the names of any Utah
Singletaxers they may have on thelr iist.

Shall hopz to hear furth/r from you.

Yours wost sincerely,




Sl Latee £y, Lok
d TN 2l gl et
: ek € s



ctlif # 2
% W /7 - =
W% g5 4“/“//7/425& Al
L i s T o el
- M%WM&(//M/Z/% = e
. Lo R et i ST w”% w4

WMAW/}/Z¢&Z/M W«)%{ /6‘95—0
é% CM/A g%&i Klex 20
%%WLMMMW—M%8M Zl,

e g cemies e it 3 ﬁ/
amii
B g 4]
Ny P
SEERRSRIRMBREERRE RN

oy TR

) JAW/ :
e i T e o AL Zaih nedigle

T 7 :




1732 8o.
ﬁtﬂhvw-

darch 11, 1935.

i

Georze C. Christa nren, G g e

3rd East Bt.

" 8alt Lake City, ' el B N

Daar}Sirzw : - ‘ .,4 ,

3, cepy of "Raiging Funds

-Youra of uarch #th reczived, - f’wauii s gld to recaivs
for Com«unfty Wélfare, whidch you kindly
offer to send and in exchpnue «m gending you rome pgrinted matter

ragﬁrding ‘our Single Tax Colony, now in its ilat yaar,

Included ia,a copy of oar\ccnstitutiana A yaur attention

callﬁa to Article 1X on page 10. The "independent medi a for

effeoting ahmxxam exchanges of propsrty afd services® &a played
“a mary important-in the garly daya of ths enterprise.

82 to receiva ingtead of romis as to A vaged upon things
&%oieny was doing 1 for ite meéfpra ﬁ y WEE r%ug ¥

1art1y %o give you the history of sawme, but &m Uﬁabi to tz
tim sa do s0 aow.

. ¥ith other matter sent you regarairg our Colony your

- of same.

“Hoping tn ngar further fron you,

mgtention s pwrtioulirly callad to 'qingle Tax Colonies or Enclavs -
- an addresa by ma at Chieago, in 1928.

¥ aoaialize only the rental of ths laﬂd not tnu use

/

Yours very sincerely ~

.

They wera

GOHV % L=

§qcretaryt

/




: . June 17,1937,
W.H.Clarke, B T %5 ]
Cascade Gorge, Trail Ore.

 DBar Wr. Clarke:

The lidye- k a8 handed me yours of recent date and was

glad to hear from ,.a. Fairhope is still on the map. Not only that

but it ies now the largest town in Baldwin County. and in the
Dewovratic Primary jpa&s fof the 1l4th polled the largest vote of any
box in the county. : ,

The S'imgle Tax Colomy is still in ex»istefxcq and a very
large part of the town, which was incorporated as a Town under the
agtate law in mm. ' ’ : :

The  first steacer Fairhope was burned. We had anothsr
of the same Tame, which operated for some years and at one time
had two fine big boats operating, at the saume tine, giving us
three srtpy a deny esch way. The finest, the Bay Queen burned
in liobiles The sther, Eastern Shore, is still operating but
the boat irnisiness 1s all but a thing of the past, as we have -
had a b#idge and ceusevay built betwesn lobile and the Eastern
Shore and much of the business is now done by busses and trucks—-
and of pourse oars of individuvals are traveling to and frog all
the tiﬂ.bt B 4 : : ;

:  B.L.Colenan, on whose place you lived at one time ,
died recently. ¥e sold that place in 1935 or *28, to those who.
tried %0 get in on a land boom here, but they did not make much of
a success 5} 18. ' '

-/ 1 am not able conveniently to send much by way of pice- il

ture mattgr. We are short on literature. I ‘am sending you some

extra shebts of the last bit of {llustrated literature we Kot out,

. and also ﬁ,“/repzzint ‘from the L.& N. R.R. len's lagazine.
i 7 7 = :

/ : »,’?’lﬁﬁpq you find your way back here on a visit any'.-,-ay.‘

T .{”J 4?] .q%}__lil_draan are all grron~up. married and Lave onildren
all'liye here. What about your folke?

/ / f i S

LoE AT Yours very truly
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July 22, 1933,

W.H.Clarks,
Kenneth, California.

Dear Siri-

Your card received and we have changed your address on
the Courisr list as requested and as per above. Glad to hear
that vou are thinking of settlirg heres in the near future.
Hopre you will continue fof that mind.

In regard to land we have it in any quantity and in var=-
1ous locations. Des irable lots in all parts of town and land in
the Courier in qu antity to sult, ranging from about $2.50 per
acre (per year) down to £1.00.

Moet of the land ie in original condition, has not been
¢leared, but most of the timer of any value has been cut off.
But we occasionally Have lmproved propertiee which have come back
on to our hands, 'ave & couple of suc h inthe ountpy now, with
which we would be glad to strike abargain with you.

After nearly 'S years residence here, I do not think
a better place of all vear round residence can be found.

I am mailing you a copy of our form of application for
land =«--and lease~--of which tie application is a part. We do not
intend to ' ave anybody epasculating in our land, ut we want them
to have everything they can ma.e from the use of it .

I an also sailing you pamphlet, ®The 'It' County of
Alabaca® which has a lot if interesting information about the
co nty in genaral =nd sevaral mentions of Falrhope.

Am hoping to ses you this wny before long.

Yours very sinceraly

Sscretary




April 8, 1935,

Hom, Hemry A. Welleee,

Sseretary of Agrisulturs,

¥y decr Siry

A I read with 2 great desl of interest your evtiele
“Wellsee Demends Solution to Dixie Tenant Prodblew®, ap-
pearing in the Hew Orlssns Times Fieoayune, wnd went to
congratulste poa on yoo foresight end evident symputhy
for the poor unfortuncies in this seetlon f the coumiry,
In fact, you heve, in my huwidle opinion, put your Pinger
o the oause of tis trouble in othar seet ions, inoclude
ing tue wepression itself, ,

e s . Baving lived on the farm myself and ‘havice boen

internsted in ths land sredlem for thirty odd vears,

i dave eonsistently reed u» on Mﬁé gﬁgs afttixg ;:;,g:su
ion, and afber mmm g ) that the

aéﬁi 1&5‘2 m"ﬁm gym mgy Gabrye in m wonderful

book "Trogress end Pewerty” is absolutely unesanilaeble,
4 Ghet S supported by t.e srlenéid article vhich

you have writlten on She sudject of the teliast prodlem,

. I kmev how @Affienls it is to get poople to

7 euenge ideas of long sbending, and my only hops is thet
the Tresidemy and yourself wﬁl use your i=semse influ-
onoe in brisging these metSers up for sonsideretion and
possible cheafge in sthe taxstion whieh wii) fake the
unearned inerenan® ‘or use Y the state and stop this
thing of "Parming the Ymrmer® with 1ts inevited’
slavery conditions and she brdnging evout of unhealthy
situstions el up end deown the lins. ' :

With my wery best wishes for yourr sucoess, I em

Vory sinpersly yours,

b4
)
ey
L
//

(Sﬁagned; W, B, lement,
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b
 W.E.Clement,

317 Baronne St.,
New Orleans, La.

Dear Fri-nd Clesent:

Yours of Juns 10th congratulating me on pubilshe
ing the article on "Probing the TVA® disclosese something of
a joke on me, for I did not know the article wns In the
paper until you called my att-ntion to 1t. I¢t came in
the ready print from the “estarn Newspaper Union, which I
we seldom read until the pape- is printcd, because 1t reach-
es us just as we are rushing to get the home-printed matter
of the paper, pagee 1, 4, 5, and 8, ready for the press.

I do not think it worth while for us to devote
wach time to discussion of the public utilities, as our aduls
views upon the subject are pretty well defined. Ny personal
agquaintance with you and the: common interest in what we both
think, to be thing of greatest importance, the scual right
of men to the use of the earthcompels me to beliewe that
youpersonal course is guided by your conviction of ‘hat is
right best under the circumst-nces as to conduct ofpubliec

utilities. I have been_convineced for nearly a half centu
that the private control of pubiic uti%?tie% is 1nherenti§’

~rong, just as i1s the ownerehip by individuals of land %o
which all by nature have equal right,inevitably leading to
abuses in administration.

and ag with other wrongs, it ¢ nnot be remediad
without hardship t0 inmcent p8emix.people.

' The other matter to which ygu direct my attention
ths Vessage of %the §oung Democrats figds e much Y@r@ re- ,

gponsive. There are som2 bright minds connected with that

and it is most encowraging. I hopes to hear more of 1t and
~igh you could cose over som3 day this summer and bring youmng
young lawyer frion’ for a vieslt.

Am not up to standard today and have been inter-
rupted sevaral times, for shich kin 'ly m=ke -llowancee.

I gaw in the daily about the troubls your company
was having and intended to write and hope that you might not
suffer heavily in person.

Fraternally yours,




WiLLIAM E.CLEMENT
1838 CARROLLTON AVE.

NEw ORLEANS

June 4, 1935,

Mr. E. B, Gaston, Editor,
Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr, Gastong

Thinking you would be interested, I enclose copy of
"Statement of Principles and Platform" issued by the Young Democrats
of Louisiana. In this brochure, taking of the "unearned incre-
ment" on land is demanded and the present taxation system exposed
in a rather clever way without mentioning Single Tax. All in e11
the boys seem to have confected quite an interesting pamphlet,
with some bad: medicine in it for professional politicians of a
certain class.

While I would prefer not to have my name mentioned
in any notice which might appear, I am going to state rather
confidentially that one of the moving spirits in this program
happens to be a young lawyer here,- a friend of mine, who when
the organizetion was being formed, mentioned the matter to me,
end strange as it may seem, listened to my suggestion that he
read "Progress and Poverty". On reading 1t once he was so car-
ried away that he read it again, and pronto managed to sell the
idea to the other young men in the organization as an important
plank in their platform. This is a case where "some seed fell
on good ground."

The first issue of this booklet, I am told, is
quite limited due to lack of funds; however, they are contem-~
plating getting out a considerably larger issue, and it was my
thought that possibly you or your friends might wish to put in
an order for afew copies, for distribution., I haven't a price
on extra copies at present, but my friend, the Seeretary of the or-
ganization, promises to let me have this inthe next few days.

With this matter of some possible further distribu-
tion in mind, I am also communicating with our friend Ewing of Chi-
cago, and Percy Williams of Pittsburgh. If nothing further
comes of this, I know you will enjoy the booklet with its literary
sidelights, etc. eventhough the subject matter may be guite local
in character. '



WiLLIAM E.CLEMENT
1838 CARROLLTON AVE.

NEw ORLEANS

-

The exit of the "Blue Eagle" and the plainly to be

seen flustered and somewhat groggy condition of our once very
"cocky" inner circle of statesmen, leads me to believe that now
is the big opportunity for our Georgian principles.

With my kindest personal regerds, and hoping, as
stated above, that you will keep my part in this confidential,
I am

Sincerely, _
WEC:C W. E. Clement,

Encl-



STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND PLATFORM

e e = ]

A Message to the Voters of the Pelican State
By the Young Democrats of Louisiana

[ :

UNION (?) JUSTICE (??) CONFIDENCE (277)

b e——| o ——|c—_3

WHAT NOW LOUISIANA?
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PREFACE

We are submitting our conception of a program for the progressive betterment of
Louisiana. It is our firm conviction that the recommendations here made should be enacted
into law to the end that our State may solve the grave and pressing problems that confront
her citizens on every hand.

First let us introduce ourselves: The Young Democrats of Louisiana are composed
of any between the ages of 21 and 40 who have the good of Louisiana at heart. We are
non-factional, and non-political except in the sense that we adhere to the party founded by
Thomas Jefferson and dedicated to the good of the United States and particularly of the
Southern States. We have no axe to grind or personal grudge to further. It is our calm
realization that the young men and women must find an answer to the demands of the hour
and that the future of Louisiana lies in our own hands. We cannot depend on outside
help. We are not following like docile sheep behind every panic-stricken American who
goes crying to Washington to seek a cure for all ills. The cure lies right here in Louisiana.
We believe we have found it, and it is our task to apply it to the wounds in the political
and economic body of our native State with the hope that we can convince our populace
not only of our zeal and ambition to serve, but of the intrinsic bare-faced value of our
program.

Our program: is simply a statement of the steps we advocate and endorse in the face
of the fact that under the present political and economic set-up we have less opportunity
to-day than ever before to make our living independently, and without pledging away the
ideals that we hold dear as Louisianians and Americans. We do not pretend to be
alchemists, nor have we an “Open Sesame’—magic words that smooth away all the ills
of this tragic era. Our appeal is to simple common sense—*‘the sober second thought of
the people’’ as one President phrased it.

Lastly, we realize that in this government of the people, by the people and for the
people, there is a guaranty of success and prosperity to those who try. These words are
old. They have become platitudes. But they have a new and poignant meaning to us.
Thus, we are putting our shoulders to the wheel.
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THE “RENAISSANCE PROGRAM”

We don’t intend being high-falutin’ when we adopt the term ‘‘Renaissance” to
describe the principles of our program. As we all know, this French word means to all
Louisianians “rebirth””. Our firm hope is that this nation under God shall have a “‘rebirth”
of freedom. And we mean that literally: freedom from the grinding weight of the
oppressive and unequal system that rcw enthralls us. We propcse no quarrel with in-
dividuals, nor do we intend muddying the waters of our stream of thought by any mix-
ture with personalities. Our attack is against a system itself that has grown up in Louisiana.
Our lack of the qualities of a Washington, a Jeffersen or a Linccln make it impossible to
give to our ideas the compelling appeal that we would like. They must go unadorned as,
from a literary standpoint, we are certainly nct ‘‘pregnant with celestial fire.”” We have
no stream-lined, air resistance approach. Our reliance is on the expressions of cld, on the
hackneyed phrases and cld familiar faces. The Old Fashioned Way is the only one we
know. But we have no apologies for our conclusions and concepts. Some of them are not
so new either, but they were good enough for the old real America and its traditions, and
they’re good encugh for us.

We endorse the following essential points:

I Revision of the tax system to ease its burden on the poor and on the deserving,
and to shift its weight where it belongs—on the non-des=rving and non-productive
members of society :—FExempticn from taxation for from 5 to 7 years of all new
buildings and improvements and a tax on the unearned increment of land.
ECONOMY IN GOVERNMENT.

(a) Aboliticn of the Tchacco Tax, taxes on food stuffs and necessities, all
“nuisance’’ taxes, auto license taxes.
(b) An exemption of all $5,000.00 yearly incomes from taxation.

IL A port development project in crder to save from destruction the Port of New
Crleans, including reduction of transportaticn rates and dock rates, and the
depoliticalization of the Board of Commissioners for the Port of New Orleans.

III1. Restoration of the poll tax:—an end to the danger of conflict and strife between
white and colored voters.

Iv. A law for the restoration of POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY—for the return of
local self-government to the people where it rightfully belongs. Let the popula-
tion be sovereign ruling in its own right, as of old.

V. Abolition cf useless boards and departments, and a requirement that there be an
impartial annual audit of state and city bocks; also full publicity of the incomes

of all officials.

VL Abglition of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation and Identification as it con-
flicts with the local sheriffs and police.
VIIL. A law providing for equal representation of all candidates and factions at the

polls under the old system of drawing by lct, thus insuring honesty in all elec-
tions—primary or general. v
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\ VIII. A homestead plan providing for the settlement of all unused State property by

needy citizens.

(a) The rate of payment of the purchase price should be governed by the
number of dependents supported: or taken care of by such ‘‘homesteader.”

(b) Clearance of slums in cities and towns.

IX. Codification of the labor laws of the State and the outlawry of child labor and
sweatshops by high excise taxation.

X. A law for the recovery of taxes wrongfully paid.

X1 Limitation in number of and full publicity for all proposed constitutional amend-
ments; verbatim copies to all voters.

XIIL There should be a rigidly enforced rule against forced contributions from the
g poor employees of the state, city and-all political departments. ;

L

The problem of taxation has always been attacked in flank, never in front, and flank
attacks are often fatal—to the attackers as well as to the attacked. Try as you may, you
can’t make it either popular or palatable. We hold the key, we believe, to a tax set-up
that will at least be digestible, and we are sure that it will appeal to the sense of fairness
and justice that is the inherent virtue of our people.

The pclicy of thls State, as many others, has been the same as that used in football:
““When in doubt, punt”’: When in d’)ubt tax. No one seems to think of “‘leveeing’ a tax:
easing 1t upward They want only to “levy”” it—and down hard where it hurts. The
consequence is an econcmic twilight of the political gods; the thing that stopped the
nation’s cog-wheels in 1929 and keeps them rusted until to-day. The Powers That Be
act like cob-webbed tree-climbers and flagpole sitters on the one hand or like six-day
bicycle riders on the other. They either do nothing or rush madcap to pass new laws
that help nobody. The consequence is that worn and weary Louisiana is just another
jittery marathon dancer.

Why not see what has so far been, like the nose, too close for sight: tax not him
who labors, who builds, who creates work and markets for materials and gocds. Do not
press down on labor’s brow this crown of thorns, but look around for a means and method
of easing the tax burden on that man and letting it lie cn wealth that is IDLE and
USELESS as distinguished from that which is PRODUCTIVE.

Specifically, we advocate a constitutional amendment exempting from laxation for
from five to seven vears all new buildings, constructions and improvements on land. We
also favor a tax on the UNEARNED increase or increment in value of land and im-
provements on land.

The method is simple: Have the law provide that when the butcher, the baker or
candlestick maker BUILDS a shop, a store or a house on his land, that his assessment
MUST NOT be increased. He would be. encouraged to build, instead of beset with
fear that the minute he puts his head out of hiding and tries to invest or to do something
with his meney, down on his fevered brow would crash the tax axe—and that is the present

_system in a nutshell. A man who owns property that lies vacant and idle pays almost no

tax at all.
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This man pays practically no taxes as his
land is vacant, yet it lies within 100 yards of
railrcad and dock facilities and will in time be
worth thousands.

‘Why should this man who has built some-
thing for his community have the taxes on his
property and on his business increased tenfold?

The assessment of the value of the second man’s property is practically nil. He
gets the protection of the State for nothing. But take the case of his enterprising neighbor
on the left who by hard work has saved a little, and who because of fear has kept his
property ocut of commerce and cut of use—and therein lies one of the greatest causes of
the depression: the minute he builds a store on his land, thus giving jobs to men and a
chance for sale of materials, he feels the heavy hand of docm. His assessment goes up
1000%. He has added something to his city or town, and he must pay for it. But that’s
not all. Thereby hangs a tale, the tale of taxation, and it is as long as the tail of a comet.
He hires a couple of men and gives them jobs; he buys gceds and we’ll say opens a meat
market. How is he rewarded? With a visit from the town council and a card of thanks?
No—a new chop from the tax axe—a license tax as a storekeeper; perhaps another as a
butcher; another chop in the shape of a tax based on gross receipts, plus such taxes without
number as the tobacco tax, and lastly a parting hack in the shape of an income tax—if
he has any “income’ left after all of that. Most of 'em have only ‘‘out-go” left. What
wonder that this poor man either goes into receivership or bankruptcy or never comes out
at all.

WE SAY REVERSE THE PROCESS: Make payrolls possible. Let Louisiana
ENCCURAGE instead of frighten not only its own citizens but outsiders who would
gladly cecme into a State so rich in every natural resource if they had any incentive. DO
NOT CRUSH THE MAN WHO DOES SOMETHING FOR HIS COM-
MUNITY.
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Our second project is equally as simple:
There are hundreds of acres of land in the
country and squares and blocks of city real
estate that lie fallow, idle, paying little or no
taxes. Inevitably, as the night follows the
day, the value of that property will some day
increase; not through the efforts of its owners
but that of others. We say WHEN that
increase occurs, let the State have a fair pro-
portion of it as a tax. The landowner has
nothing taken away from him. When he
springs into wealth because of economic con-
ditions and the labor and industry of others,
why shouldn’t the State get, say 209% of that
unearned increase or increment?

To illustrate: Right here in New Orleans
many acres of idle, decaying and unused
property were bought up and are doubtless
still held by land speculators who wait for
the city tc develop through the industry of
others. Then they cash in. Perhaps many
bought land hoping that a new-Union Rail-
road Station would be built. They are hold-
ing it idle, and when the Union Station is
built, and some day it WILL BE, those “The owner of this property has taken his

who were lucky enough to be “Johnny-on- money out of hoarding and used it, giving em-
ployment to labor and a market for materials

hepet” il come i b o, B they M, LB T
2 < lg tax on 18 ian an ul lng; a lg
Union Station. Someone else would have license tax to do business; (3) a tax on a large
built it. They would have done nothing, and flumber of lbe articles of. commerce that'he deals
yet they reap the rewards of do-nothingness. ™* (4) an income tax (if he has anything left).

One of the most unjust monopolies is the monopoly of land. The hoarding of
Nature’s basic gift to mankind is the foundation stcne upon which rests the oppression of
the poor. This is particularly true in large cities where land speculators hold up the public
and reap a heavy reward at the expense of the thrifty and industrious members of society
who bear ‘the great weight of taxation.
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(You would not believe that the run-down vacant property below lies five blocks
from the heart of New Orleans; vet the Hibernia Tower and Canal Bank Building bear
mule testimony to this fact.)

We believe strongly in the old American
system of taking a chance. This nation was .
built by men who were not afraid to take
chances, but they did something else be-
sides. Now, all we say is that the man who
tock a chance, who gambled on a rise, can
take his profit. Only let him drop something
in the Kitty for the House. In this case the
“House” is the State of Louisiana, and this
is one time the tax axe doesn’t cut deeply.

It is deplorakle how people can be de-
luded with the thought that the ‘‘big inter-
ests” pay the taxes and not themselves. If
it were possible to saddle the burden of taxa-
tion entirely on the ‘“‘big fellow’” we wouldn’t
have much to worry about, though you might
kill the goose that laid the golden egg. It
never works that way though. The goose,
when heavily taxed, always comes home to
rcost and she roosts right in the back yard
of each and every one of us.

It is trite that all taxes are paid by the
consumer. When the rich are scaked, the tax
seems to trickle down through them to us. P PLOPS S
Only one illustration is necessary—the gaso- afiercts felicl by toryears peying litlejior o
I % 5 2 taxes, other people. build arox{nd it and increase
ine tax. You are told that the oil companies s yalue. The Rip Van Winkle who owns it
are taxed, but stop at a filling station, look wakes up a millionaire. He has done nothing
at the price of gas and you will see where and though he is entitled to a profit on his invest-

: . ment, why shouldn’t he pay a tax on the UN-
they have simply added the tax to your bill EARNED increment or increase in the value of

and you are, therefore, buying not only gas, his land?

but taxes. The same is true of tobacco. Every time you smoke a pack of cigarettes, 25%
of the fragrant weed, represents only one tax; there are many others. Whether kind to
your throat or not it’s unkind to your pocketbook. Walk that mile you hear about and
you inhale more taxes at the end. YOU pay these taxes—not the tobacco companies.

This property was bought for almost nothing.

3 Everything seems to be taxed in Louisiana, including the patience of her taxpayers.
While we do not say the tax system of Louisiana is the “‘sum of all villainies” as Garrison
termed slavery, it is the father of many. Two thousand years ago Aesop saw the dif-
ference between the ant and the grasshopper. His classic fakle seems to have been rele-
gated to the Limbo of forgotten things where we now store such old fashioned has-beens
as honesty, integrity and patriotism. We let the grasshopper sing all Summer and eat all
Winter and make up for it by unloading it all on the over-burdened ants.
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Such a system cannot endure. The saving that modest economy and the other
features of our program would entail, would make it possible to abolish the great multitude
of license taxes and ‘‘nuisance” taxes SUCH AS THE TOBACCO TAX and the
AUTO LICENSE TAX, and lower all others.

Little need be said concerning the beguiling wealth schemes of current song and
story. We hear unfolded daily tales of glory hallelujah when all will be Caesars and
maybe Jupiters—and in this world too, not that to come. The most wonderful Jacob’s
Ladder that scheming politician ever climbed upon is unveiled in purest ray serene. Yet
it looks like a Jack-andithe-Beanstalk story to us. We’d rather stay on the ground, and
keep Louisiana on the ground. Kipling’s thousand “Ifs”” would have to be a reality for
such plans to work.

There seem to be Doctor Dafoes of money aloose in the land who would “quin-
tuply”” wealth that doesn’t exist and fling it to the winds like rain. Furthermore, ’tis truly
said that the “Devil can quote scripture to his purpose,”” and we can only point out that
in the past such bones have been thrown to the hungry public and gnawed through to no
purpose. We can see no merit in the proposed rainbow tax that makes no distinction
between the good and the bad, the worker and the habitual loafer, the honest man and
the ex-bank robber. [Each is supposed to get his share, probably like the Prodigal Son,
to waste his substance and come home for more. We are against State Socialism with its
deadening level for all, and such schemes are destined, as President Cleveland who liked
big words said, to sink into “‘innocuous desuetude.”

All would like to aid the Forgotten Man. Our plan of taxation holds hope for the
REAL forgotten man, the man they never forget when the time comes to pay the bill;
the man they long remember when the taxes must be paid .and the State maintained.

With a tax on the unearned increment and unmerited increase in the value of prop-
erty, the thousandaire would be prevented from heccming a millionaire. He would be
taxed as he grows up. Instead of waiting until the malignant growth of his wealth be-
comes cancerous and then have a clamour for “‘kill or cure”, he would be treated early
in the game for the benefit of the tax payers of Louisiana.

We say, furthermore, that the homestead exemption should apply to all city taxes,
not only those of New Orleans, and be raised to $3,000.00 a year, to prevent juggling
the people out of it by juggling assessments, and lastly the Legislature should consider
seriously giving a small “tax credit” to property owners whose land is productive and

useful.

Louisiana citizens do not deserve being charged with an income tax. Concentrated
wealth is an evil and if it must be taxed, confine the tax to that hoarded wealth. Do not
tax the small business man who is the backbone of every community. Therefore, we say:
exempt from the income tax all incomes up to $5,000.00 a year earned by individuals.
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II. TAKE THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS OUT OF POLITICS
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WHY WE LOSE OUR TRADE TO TEXAS
An invisible Simon Legree hovers over the Port of New Orleans, and no hapless slave ““Sold South” cringed under the lash with less hope than do the farmers and business men of Louisiana. Their

chance for profit from farm crops and business is lashed away from them by high dock rates and switching charges. The consequence is that the farmer ships through Houston and Mobile. Statistics
show that in 1929 Houston's total tonnage was 12,981,113; New Orleans’ 16,248,172. In 1933 they swapped. Houston’s total tonnage was 16,928,507, New Orleans” 12,713,675.




Restoration of the poll tax is urged for reasons three-fold:

(a)

(b)
()
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The abolition of the poll tax requirement is already raising the ugly spectre of racial
ffrlfe t}l?t we_thought had been buried in Reconstruction Days. Abolition and
Abolitionists” are words as serious now as in the Civil War era.

The schools need money; teachers are underpaid and we have had to borrow from
the Federal Government to pay them.

-

The tax is not oppressive and is ‘‘cheap insurance’” against the evils that its abolition
is already calling forth. We believe in the OUNCE OF PREVENTION, not
the pound of cure. It took many a pound of flesh demanded by Carpetbag Shy-
locks to undo the old evil. Let us not restore these conditions. A dollar is all you
pay -for this cheap insurance, this ounce of prevention.

This represents the
qualified Negro vote
before 1935.

THE NEGRO VOTE OF TO-DAY.

The negro can now vote in our general elections. Whether he will be barred from
primaries remains to be seen, and in the Scottsboro case the U. S. Supreme Court went
far in taking away restrictions against the black man.

We do not wish to arouse antagonism. The remedy—the ounce of prevention is
simple :—restore the poll tax law and set at rest the fears that are already arising and that
always will arise over this deep and important question. Let us not have anew ‘‘Black
Majesty”’, black supremacy, in Louisiana.

The facts must be faced: The negro is owed a duty by the dominant white man.
That duty has in part only been fulfilled. Many white persons have contributed to make
the colored race an advanced race, and steps are proper in that regard. Right here in
New Orleans, Dillard University is practically a donation by white charity to the negro.
But the fact remains that the black man has remained stationary since the Civil War, and
even Abe Lincoln himself, and Andy Johnson after him, believed that the man of color
should not be given the franchise until he became educated up to it. That fact has not
come to pass. And so, the destiny of the black man in Louisiana should and SHALL
remain in the hands of that race that fought to preserve white institutions, and succeeded
after years of toil and struggle, despite the efforts of scoundrelly Carpetbaggers.

The situation reminds one of the town on a cliff with no barrier to prevent people
driving off into the valley. So, they finally decided to buy an ambulance and park it at
the bottom of the cliff to pick up the poor folks who took the drop. They didn’t think of
building a fence across the top of the cliff.

Build the fence NOW while there is time. We don’t want any ambulances when
we can save Louisiana from taking this drop. :

Patrick Henry said let the “lamp of experience light our feet”” before we take rash
steps. The repeal of the poll tax law was a rash step. The memory of Reconstruction
days should have our feet in a glow. Take heed before it’s too late.

IV.

Grave mistakes have been made by the Louisiana Administration in depriving local
authorities of power. This can be argued from a standpoint of beth logic and experience.
Surely, the Parish of Grant cannot be controlled by ‘‘remote control”” from Baton Rouge.
The people, particularly in the country and in small towns, know their neighbors intimately,
and they and they only are competent to choose them. The appointing power should not
lie in any official and be centralized in Baton Rouge. *‘Popular Sovereignty” is an old
cry, but it fits Louisiana’s case exactly. Let elected cfficials govern and not those ap-
pointed—sight unseen—by the central State Government.

Gladstone, the English Statesman, said that the American Constitution was “‘the
most wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man”.
That Constitution specifically recognizes the right of local self-government leaving to the
States large shares of power. James Madison, fourth President and Father of the Con-
stitution, said “Let it be tried, then, whether any middle ground can be taken that will, at
once support a due supremacy of the national authority and leave in force the local authori-
ties so far as they can be subordinately used.”

This same idea has been carried into the Constitution of every State. It has sur-
vived the test of time and there can be nothing but cenflict, unrest and depressicn in making
elected officials serve alongside of or with their powers usurped by those appointed by the

central government.
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Even in the despotic gevernments of the past, the principle of local self government
held_ sway. Cardinal Richelieu, the great French Statesman, had to put down an armed re-
bellion in 1632 in the Province of Languedoc when he tried to put the King’s tax-col-
lectors over local collectors. He wisely abandoned the attempt.

V.

There are many duplications of political jobs in our State. For instance:—the
people elect a State Treasurer who is accountable to them for the paying out of tax
money and yet, under the present set-up this elected Treasurer has really no power, the
functions of collecting taxes Leing performed almost entirely by the Supervisor of Public
Accounts. This Supervisor is accountable cnly to the Governor, and is appointed by him.
The cart is thus before the horse. The Treasurer should collect the tax, as he is account-
able.to the people, and he should have the bulk of the responsibility in keeping with his
election to office. The Supervisor, if the office should exist at all, should be a minor
official who simply cooperates with the Treasurer. We, therefore, think that in such cases
the positions should be combined into one and the taxpayers would save money.

The law should require the auditing of State accounts and City accounts every year,
so that the public can have the figures, and ALL the figures. Lest it be said that “‘poli-
tics” will enter into the picture, why not have an Auditor selected from among the three
lowest bidders for the job? If this were done and public officials could yearly present a
full and true account, they could laugh at the calumnies heaped upon them by those who
are suspicious and fault-finding.

We do not subscribe to the popular belief that all politicians are crooked. We
think this a gross exaggeration. But why shouldn’t the politicians protect themselves by
coming out open and aboveboard with the full facts? Then they could laugh at their
accusers, and holding public office would actually be a “public”” trust”, as Grover Cleve-
land termed it.

-

VI.

The operation of the Bureau of Criminal Investigaticn and Identification is contrary
to principles of American government as cld as the Republic. In the second place, there is
no necessity for this force of secret police which, it is said, is similar to the O. G. P. U.
of Soviet Russia. A glance at the daily papers which thrive on sensational crime news
will show that there are possibly not more than three major crimes a day committed in
Louisiana. Yet, we have not only the local sheriffs, town marshals, federal marshals and
city police but, in addition, we have ingrafted onto us a band of “‘special officers” all
chasing these sparse criminals. It looks like a fox hunt or a merry-go-round, but it is not
laughable when you consider the salaries of these special officers (and no one knows how
many there are) which must be paid cut of the pockets of the taxpayers.

There is inevitably a conflict with the sheriffs and local officers. The money that is
wasted in this species of spy system could be used to increase the salaries of nurses and
attendants at our puklic hespitals, and we all know that they are hopelesly underpaid.
Abolish the “Criminal Identification and Investigation Bureau”.

VIIL

Equal representation should be given to all at the polls, regardless of whether the
election is primary or general. Under the present law, the party in power is entitled to
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appoint all election Commissioners. Surely there can be no other metive behind this but
contrcl of the elections, and fair elections are the only guarantee of good government.
Further words are wasted decrying and denouncing such an abhorrent statute which far
cutshines dummy candidates and other election Frankensteins in iniquity, and we will pity
in the future the legislators who sold the birthright of Americans—the ballot—and for a
sorry mess of pottage at that.

VIIL

One of the problems created by the depression and the industrial era is the concen-
tration of too many people in the cities, with the result that when jobs are lost, many be-
come homeless. We advocate a homestead plan by which all land of the State that is
not used for just purposes should be turned over to unemployed and needy persons and
purchased by such pecple on the installment plan. Thus, the State could get rid of any
land unloaded on it for unpaid taxes and homes would be furnished the needy. In order
to encourage the support of persons who are now dependent upon charity and relief, there
should ke a provision allowing more lenient terms of payment to those who can furnish
evidence that they support dependents.

The problem of slum clearance should be attacked by a Ccmmission to ‘devise a plan
for the elimination of this cancerous growth in American communities.

IX.

Our efforts will be applied toward obtaining the passage of a law abolishing sweat
shops and remedying the condition of child labor. This could be done by providing that
for each child under 18 years of age employed outside of the home and home indu_strles,
a heavy tax should be paid, provided the number of said employees is over five. This law
would not interfere with home labor and individual industries, but it would abolish the
exploitation cf children in the large manufactories. The Labor Laws of the State should
ke codified as thoroughly and completely as the Civil Code.

X.

Strange to say, if one pays a tax on property which has already been paid, he cannot
get it back. This is the law of Louisiana, as no machinery is furnished for the recovery of
the tax. See Ohil Oil Company vs. Conway, 279 U. S. 813 and La. Land & I. Co.
vs. Police July, 156 La. 849. Surely, such a ccndition should be abolished and a sim-
ple act of the Legislature could do so. We wonder why it has not been done before.

XL

When one votes on Constitutional Amendments in Louisiana he is in the position of
a hunter who flushes a surprise covey of partridges. They all come at him at once;.he
fires into the crowd and misses all. There is little chance to vote correctly on Constitu-
tional amendments as, in the first place, you do not know what you are voting for when,
for instance, you see on the ballct “To amend Article VIII, Section 2 of the Constitu-
tion with reference to Revenue””. We favor the enactment of a law limiting the number
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of Constitutional amendments that can be voted on at any one election, and we also en-
dorse a requirement that copies, word for word, of each Constitutional amendment, be
furnished each voter before he prepares his ballot.

XII

The use of so-called “‘blood-money” in Louisiana politics® has become acute in re-
cent years. The only defense ever made to this is that it is used elsewhere, but we doubt
seriously if there could be such continuous squeezing of the pay checks of poor laborers
anywhere as it is done in Louisiana. This can be eliminated by a law forbidding the
collection of any sums whatever from employees of the State, City or.Parish governments.
The fact that a contribution has been made should be prima facie evidence that it was
forced and this will fix the burden of justifying the contribution on those who were un-
scrupulous enough to demand it.

The problem of old age pensions is of great importance and we believe that the State
of Louisiana should make provision itself for its aged and infirm, and while the question
is deep and requires close study, a committee of experts selected by the Legislature could
surely find some equitable way to raise revenue for this grand purpose and we add this to
our other recommendations.

In closing:—The basic thought that we follow is the age-old precept that you can’t
get something for nothing. Hence we adopt no rabble-soothing omntment for this State’s
sores. We have learned the lessons of the past. Spain thought she was a rich nation
when she conquered the Americas. She divided up the gold of the Aztecs and the Incas,
sat down to feast, and discovered, to her surprise, that she was poverty-stricken. She and
“her people had quit work, and all their so-called wealth was valueless.

Our program promises no ‘“‘Promised Land” and we do not expect to give the people
a Messiah to liberate them from toil and lead them from the valley of the shadow to where
milk and honey flow. Hard work and a united front can wear away the tightest of chains,
and we can develop a better, truer and more equitable system for Louisiana if we follow
the precepts laid down heretofore.

We conclude with the fervent hope that Louisianians will study our ideas as set
forth and weigh them in the balance against the present archaic system. This Gordian
Knot can and will be cut. Everyone asks the cld question propounded by Boss Tweed,
the corrupt Tammany politician: ‘“What are you geing to do about it?”” We are striving
to have our program adopted and enacted into law to insure to our people the “life, liberty
and the pursuits of happiness™ as set forth in the Declaraticn of Independence by our
forefathers even if we have to “‘bundle” out of office the politicians and politicomaniacs
that now hold sway.

Too many people are blind to what the present system of government is leading to.
They must have learned that the blind Miltcn said: “They also serve who only stand and
wait.””  Nothing will “turn up”, as Mr. Micawber expected, unless we act. While we
haven’t 95 “Theses™ to tack upen the State Capitel door, we believe that these few are
workable and will do much to resurrect Louisiana.

We do not expect the Platonic ideal, but after all, there is' nothing novel about
what we want for the people. These same aims have been successfully attained time and

Sixteen

again by the American people, and by the usual means; the election by the ballot of hpnest
men who will espouse them and fight for them. We are RIGHT, and RIGHT is the
jawbone of an ass in the hands of a Sampson when properly wielded—and THAT

WILL BE DONE.
YouNc DEMOCRATs oF LOUISIANA.

) L A
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WIiLLIAM E.CLEMENT
1838 CARROLLTON AVE.

NEw ORLEANS

June 10, 1935.

Mr., E. B. Gaston, Editor,
Pairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Ala,

Dear Mr, Gaston:

May I teke this opportunity to congratulete
you on your fairness in presenting in your Juné: ssue,
the article on "Probing the T,V,A." with its accompany-
ing headline "Trick Bookkeeping", in which Comptroller
MeCarl took sharp exception to the bookkeeplng methods
used by T.V.A., questioning the integrity of the 'yard-
stick'which apperently is based on very unfair methods.

I saw some mention of this in the local paper,
in whieh was brought out a number of items in addition
to the ones that are covered in the article appearing
in the Fairhope Courier, and in which it is shown that
the Authority is pleying fast and loose with the tax-
payers'! money.

As a fellow editor, it being my privilege %o
get out "Electrical New Orleans®™ for the benefit of our
local Electrical Association, I am sending you marked
copy of an issue giving some further information as to
 what is being done to affect the interests of millions
of innocent investors in utility stocks and the tramp-
ling of their rights underground without any consider-
ation whatever. It is almost unbelievable that our
government would stoop to do so many of the things which
they have denounced in others, and because of having
found a few companies guilty of unfair methods, have
sweepingly condemned the whole industry and all of us con-

nected with 1it.

Again congratulating you on presen?ing both
sides of this very interesting guestion, which very prob-
ably will be threshed out in the halls of the Supreme

Court, I am
Sincerely yours,

. e e
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EVERYBODY SMILES

An enthusiastic “Refrigeration, Air Con-
ditioning, Ventilation Night” dinner meeting
sponsored by this division of our Association
was held at the Jung Hotel Roof, Monday,
March 11, with an attendance of eighty, in-
] In the absence
of Mr. R. C. Golt, -Chairman of the Division, -
who unfortunately was at home ill, President .

cluding members and guests.

Northington presided. '

Elmer May of New Orleans Public Jef

Service, gave a splendid presentation of his
subject, “Air Conditioning,”  stressing the
future that lies ahead for the Electrical In- |
dustry in this rapidly developing business

field. Mr. May first presented a two-reel talking movie, taking his .

audience on a trip through various air conditioned stores of our city.
He stated . that there are eighty-three installations in New Orleans,
. representing an investment of approximately $1,143,000.00, 10% of
which was spent locally on wiring and 25% on material and labor. Some
highlights in Mr. May’s talk will be of interest to our membership:

National figures call for an expenditure of approximately $20,000,000 .
per year in 1936, $40,000,000 by 1940, and $320,000,000 by 1952 on this

equipment. , :
» Mrs. Elizabeth Werlein, our guest speaker, made a very effective

talk on the “Customer’s View of Refrigeration Sales.” She emphasized
the importance of the salesman’s own enthusiasm about his work, that

he be neat and courteous, always meet his prospect with a smile, and-

“‘never try to sell at the back door. She believed a dignified manner

accompanied by a smile at the right time, one of his most important’

assets.

Her address was well received, and from the tremendous

applause that followed, was thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed by all

present. .

What Home Means To Me

" - Owen D. Young, Chairman of the
Board, G. E. Company, recently
‘went on the air. with a wonderful
talk on “What Home Means to Me.”
Mr. Young, speaking of the work

~ done by Home Owners Loan- Cor-
poration, said that when homes are
threatened a democracy in particu-
lar is quick to respond.. We have
seen our government valiantly de-
fend them by’ the creation of a
Home Owners’ Loan Corporation,

~ “and now,” said Mr. Young, “we

- see this government promoting the
building of homes, the improve-

ment, of homes, through the Fed--

eral Housing Administration, to
the service of which the General

Electric Company has dedicated

these broadcasts.” i
Mr. Young went on to say, ‘Sym-

pathizing as I do with the objective

of social security, questioning as I
must some of the methods proposed
to obtain it, I am still bound to say
that while governments may men-
ace the security of the individual
by what they do or fail to do, it is
difficult if not impossible, for gov-
ernments to guaranty security in

(Please turn to page 4)

The Contractor’s Problem

S e

At our request enginzer George W elman
contributed the following characteristic
and helpful comments. George’s letier was
addressed - to- Editor Clement and - the

friendly personal allusions are appreciated :
VTN R 5

As inspectors we think a lot of
the contractors, they are a good
bunch as a whole, and can be de-
pended upon just as much.as any
commercial group. They have worn

"a rut for. their business methods

just like all of us have done and it

is darn hard to pull out of a deep

rut even with that storage battery
contraption you used to block up
the road with, years ago. - You
called it an automobile. Of course -
today you would not call it by such
a high fangled name.  From the
appeals that I hear, the contrac-
tors are just about in the same con-
dition as your electromobile would
be today. They did not discard the
old bus when you did. Perhaps you
should tell them how to do it. Why
don’t you fellows take a hand in
the contractors’ problems. If you
will agree to help them I don’t
mind repeating some of the re-.
marks I made last week. :

“The contractors, every last one
of them, now realize that they are
salesmen first and that the term
“contractor” is merely an ambigu-
ous word more or less obsolete:.
Why not have a lecture course for
contractors. The Utility company
is prepared to do just such field
work. The contractor in the past

-has felt that he was a vicitim of
‘eircumstances, therefore by somie

means he must get a portion of the
money that the electrical field
transfers as a medium of .exchange

for his services. Rather than use
salesmanship,. he has  preached
about his inherent rights, not al-

‘ways being too careful to safeguard

(Please turn to page 4)



ELECTRICAL NEW ORLEANS for APRIL 1935

ELECTRICAL NEW ORLEANS
: Published Monthly By

ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION
OF NEW ORLEANS

1122 Canal Bank Building
New Orleans, Louisiana

OFFICERS

W. A. NORTHINGTON “President
E. N. AVEGNO Executlve 'Vice-President
C. N. OLIVIER, :- Vice-President Wholesalers,

Utilities, ‘Mfr’ s Agents and Manufacturers
F. W. STEVENS Secretary-Treasurer
I G. ALDIG - Vice-President Radio
R. GOL! Al Vlce President Refrigeration

FRE D PERRH\
< Vice- Premdent Electrical Contractors
W. T. HARTER -

Dlrector of Publicity
W. E. CLEMENT - Editor
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HENRY MULLER FLYNN
B. P. BABIN

PENDLETON LEHDE
RSC

Market Development
At the Executive Commitice meeting
held on Friday, March 22, Acting Chair-
man E. N. Avegno, in the absence of
President Northington, unavoidably de-

tained, appointed a committee of three to

confer with the F. H. A. and see if some
plan of cooperation for electrical modern-
ization together with “‘market develop-
ment”’ and expansion in the electrical field
could not be worked out to the advantage
of all concerned.

A report will be made to the Executwe
Commiltee at the next meeting.

A new season and a new opportunity
is here, especially when we view it in con-
nection with this big government spending
and business rehabilitation program. Op-
porlunities galore,—to promote and to

profit.  Initiative. is necessary.  This
Spring the “‘go-getter” will get. Are you
going to get your share? You CAN if
vou will to.

Use Showmanshlp—Advertlse Co-
operate with fellow merchants. Quit

knocking ‘competition. Do a selling job
on your own product. DBe an optimist.
There will be lots-of business this Spring,
but you will have to go after it.

: T S S

“Was the dentist. successful in
getting an X-ray picture of your
wife’s jaw?”’ -

“Only partly so. All he could get
was a moving picture.”

D

Let’s Try For
Perpetual Safety

Two fundamental precepts motivate the
aggressive educational drive being con-
ducted by the International Association
of Electrical Inspectors. These principles
are:

1. Accidents occurring because of
the purchase of unapprovcd prod-
ucts by the public is a major cause
of electrical troubles.

2. The misuse of electricity by the

- public is regarded as the major
cause of most fires and accidents
attributed lo electrical causes.

This movement therefore aims both lo
influence the public to insist on approved
electrical products and to use care in the
use and maintenance of electrical devices
and materials, thereby helpmg to correct
prevailing conditions.

Every thoughtful member of our New
Orleans electrical .industry, from the top
executive down, should support and co-
operate in this movement not only because
of the public spiritedness of this movement,
but because it will unquestionably benefit
every branch of our industry.

¢ 6 ¢ ¢+ 0

Some Baby

In Manhattan, an unidentified
18-month-old boy in a pink zipper
suit turned up in a Woolworth 5-&-
10c store, talking his own private
language, grabbing merchandise
indiscriminately. Because the cus-
tomers were amused, the manage-

ment let him alone until he started -

painting the floor with shoe polish.
At the police station, he pulled
plugs out of the signal switchboard,
nearly wrecked the teletype ma-
chine, dined on cheese, jelly sand-
wiches and milk, went to sleep,
awoke and prowled in the basement
coal bin, found a sleeping Negro
there, kicked him in the face, re-
fused a bath. At the New . York
Foundling Hospital, nurses agreed
he was the dirtiest child they had
ever seen, bathed him.

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 9

Magistrate (to New Orleans mo-
torist charged with speeding) “I
suppose you have a dozen good
stories to excuse your offence?”

“Motorist: “Yes, your worship;
stop me if you’ve heard this one.”

‘changed his wife for a horse.

Let’s Do It

When a Democrat proclaims that

i prosperity is at hand it might be

discounted on the grounds that
hope is the father to the thought.
But when an arch-Republican like
General Dawes (who is President
of ene of the country’s largest
banks, with no reason to pat the
present -administration on the
back), says that the depression

~will be over by June regardless of

the Security Act and government
spending, it is more than news. It
ought to be a signal to business
men all over the country to swing
into action so that they can ride to
the full return tide of Prosperity.

But even if the General is wrong,
1935 is bound to be a prosperous
year for all those who have the
courage to shed their notion of de-
pressed business opportunities and
substitute in its place the convie-
tion that if they take off their
coats and go to work, they will find
plenty of business to keep their

establishments busy.
Y S S S

Don’t Waste Time

What is your time worth? You
are the one who will have to set
this figure. If it is worth $2400 a
year or $200 a month, then your
time has a value of $1.10 an hour.
In making these calculations, every
Sunday in the year has been taken -
out and there are twelve days of
vacation and six holidays and fifty
half-holidays on Saturday, or a
total of ninety-five full days out of
the three hundred and sixty-five.
So, if you mes§ around making up
your mind where to go, and what
to do and how to do it and whom
to see, for just one hour, just a
short sixty minutes each working
day in the year, you have kissed
$321 a fond farewell.

—From Selling “Use
* ¢ ¢ 0
That’s Different

“Darling,” she cooed, “T've just
read that a man out West ex-
You
wouldn’t exchange me for a horse,
would you?” ]

“Never,” he replied, dutifully,
then: “But, I'd hate to have anyone
tempt me with a good car.

* & O o
Dentist: “I’'m sorry, but I'm ouf
of gas.”

“Sweet Patient: “Ye gods, do
dentists pull that old one, too!”
—Ferguson-Cross Section.
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.“Federal authorities have an-
nounced that the Tennessee Valley
experiment will be used as a ‘yard-
stick’ to determine whether resi-

_dential rates for electricity in other
"parts of the country are reasonable

and just. It was assumed at the
outset that the Tennessee Valley
Authority would make its account-
ing practices conform to those laid
down by various state regulatory
bodies for privately owned electric.
utilities. By that method the so-
called T.V.A. ‘yardstick’ might be
an accurate measuring device for
the rates of privately owned utili-
ties.

“The T.V.A. has now been in
operation for more than a year and
it is apparent that it has no inten-
tion of conforming to standard ac-
counting practices and that its
‘yvardstick’ _will be many inches

Short of the regulation 36 inches.
For the information of the employes
of the New England Power System,
“Contact” presents the following
reasons why any comparison of
T.V.A. rates and the rates of pri-
vately owned utilities cannot be re-
garded as authentic:

1. Capital Investment

“The privately owned utilities
must pay interest and other fixed
charges on every dollar that goes
into construction. T.V.A. is under
no such compulsion. The Wilson
Dam at Muscles Shoals actually
cost the taxpayers of this country

$60,000,000. On the books of the

T.V.A. the Wilson Dam is carried
at a value of $25,000,000 which
means a saving of approximately
60 per cent. in interest and fixed
charges on capital investment.

v 2 Taxes

“The T.V.A. boasts that, although
it is publicly owned, it pays taxes
to the cities and towns in which it
operates to the extent of 5 per cent.
of its gross revenues. The privately
owned electric utilities of the coun-
try now pay in taxes approximately
17 cent. of their gross revenues.
Generating companies in New Eng-
land which sell only at wholesale
pay as hlgh as 31 per cent. of gross
revenue in taxes, ~—————————

3. Freight Rate

“A substantial item in the con-
struction cost of the private utili-

postage.

ties is represented by the transpor-
tation of materials. Privately
owned utilities pay the full rates.
Because most of the railroads in
the Tennessee Valley are land-
grant roads, they are compelled to

give any  governmental agency a -

substantial discount. Therefore
T.V.A. is saving about one-third
the normal freight charges on the
materials that -are being shipped
into the territory.

4. Costs of Materials '

“The privately owned utilities
can ask for competitive bids on ma-
terials but. they have no known
method of compelling the low bid-
der to scale down his bid. When
the T.V.A. asked for bids on cement
it decided that the prices were not
low enough. The cement manu-
facturers replied that they could
not cut prices further. So the
T.V.A. announced that unless its
price was met it would. promptly

go into the cement manufacturing -

business, subsidized by the federal

treasury. As a result of this coer-

cion it obtained cement at 1ts own

'prlce far below what any privately .

owned utility could have obtained.

5. Free Postage i

“The privately owned utilities
spend millions of dollars a year in
‘The T.V.A. enjoys the
privilege of a government frank
and the enormous quantities of ad-
vertising material and propaganda
which have gone out from Knox-
ville in the last year have been car-
ried free of charge by Uncle Sam’s
postal system. Incidentally, this
propaganda almost exactly parallels
the promotional activities of the
privately owned utilities which
have been so severely censured by

‘the Federal Trade Commission.

6. New Business Expense

“Privately owned utilities spend
a great deal of money in promoting
the use of electricity. The T.V.A.
accomplishes the same
through an indirect subsidiary
known as the Electric Home and
Farm Authority which is financed
directly from the federal treasury
and any loss resulting from its op-
eration will not be borne by the
T.V.A.

7. Surcharges -

“If the domestic rate of a pri-
vately owned utility fails to show a
profit, the utility must go to the

object -

Stick Together

- The contractor
members of the
Metropolitan
Electrical
League, Boston,
Mass., recently
received a letter

b\ 5 as sent out by
the National Electrical Contractors
Association, asking their opinion

regarding . the quality of coopera-

tion received from the local Elec-
trical Utilities.

Tt is encouraging to know that
answers came directly to the
League office and that these com-
ments were so very favorable
towards the Utilities. “Melogram,”
the Association’s monthly publica-
tion, states “it is not surprising
that these comments were so

friendly and sympathetic towards

the utility, for,” says this very ex-
cellently edited publication, “we
honestly don’t see how they could
be otherwise when considered in
the light of the cooperative policy
pursued by the utility and the de-
sire to help in every way possible.

-1t was a splendid testimonial of the

confidence placed in the Utilities

‘and their methods of ‘doing busi-

ness. There never was a time when
the Electrical Industry needed a
unified front more than right at
the present time.”

¢ 6 ¢ & 0

Maybe You Have Had This
Experience?

A careful driver approached a
railroad crossing — he stopped,
looking and listened. All he heard
was the car behind him crashing
into his gas-tank.

* ¢ 4 ¢ 0
His Most Embarrassing Moment

Customer: “Can I change these
pants at this counter?”

Clerk: “Well, I’ll tell you, mister,
we have quite a few women shop-
pers, so maybe you’d better go to
the dressing room in the rear.”

cre The T.V.A. solves this
problem in a much simpler fashion.
Its contracts with municipalities
provide that if the rates fail to
meet expenses the funicipalities
may impose a surcharge on com- .

state regulatory body for an in-

mercial and industrial customers.”
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THE CONTRACTOR'S
PROBLEM
(Continued from pageyl) .

the rights of his customers in his
dealings. His customer was merely
a means he felt he could use to
compete with or align with other
contractors ‘as the case may be.
In other words, the actual welfare

.of the customer was lost in the"

mysteries of competitive contract-

ing. Now that there is little or no

competitive contracting he realizes
“that his ability to sell a customer
what he wants and what he needs;
is of paramount importance and

supersedes the ancient method of .

warfare in which the customer was
used as the buffer. -
- Of course the contractor used the
same business ethics that were uni-
» versally used in all lines in the care-
free days of the past, i.e., witness

the stock selling campaigns all now:

forming the junk pile.

Regardless of what any particu-
lar contractor may have done in the
- past, the majority of contractors
are the confidential advisors of
the current consumers, hence the
need for a training along this
- particular line. . The -contractor
should ‘sell the customer electrical
‘apparatus that he uses and install
it so that the apparatus operates
efficiently and . safely.  The con-
“tractor does not need the inspector
to precede him in ‘making an open-

ing for “a.sale of his services in re-
. vamping worn out and obsolete
‘electrical . installations. The con-
tractor, however, does need to be
educated in the method of approach
that he should apply in -order to

present a convineing. argument to

the user. Yesterday a contractor
‘stated to me that had it not been
for his sale of washing machines he
would not have been able to con-
tinue in business. .He also got a
lot of odd jobs in places where the
washing machines were sold. .*

The contractor should be used as
a contact man for the Utility com-
pany; he cannot finance the time
payment plan but he could very
often sell the appliance. Of course,
the contractor in order to act as an
intermediary in such sales must be
‘governed by certain procedure sat-
isfactory to the Utility Company.
As I see it, the contractor does
have. -the opportunity to make
money in the electrical industry if
he will confine most of his efforts
to serving his customers

From

' WHAT HOME MEANS TO ME

(Contlnued from page 1)

any substantial measure to the in-

dividual. In the last analysis that
effort must be  made, and indeed
from my point of view should be
made, by every citizen for himself,
if he be mentally competent and
physically able.” And I know of no
better place to start in providing
security than in a home which be-
longs to you.”

“TI believe the most important
challenge today to the inventor, to
the technology of the fabricator, to
the wisdom of the financier, is to
bring within the means of the aver-
age man a more comfortable and
efficient home than now exists or
can now be produced at any cost.
We have spent ourselves, both our

‘brains .and money, in the creation

of great machines. Now let us turn
that energy and experience to the
building of the most important
mechanism of human life, a mod-
ern American home. If that chal-
lenge be met, we shall take the most
important, the most promising, and
to my mind, the most essential for-
ward ‘step in providing social se-

curity in the United States.

e

Editor’s Note:

Electric_ men interested

_in the selling of appliances used in the

home as well ‘as extension of wiring and

other services, should take heart from what .
. Mr. Young has to say, he'is a foremost
student of what is happening in America

today. A great clectrrftcalwn and home
building movement is evldently at" hand.

00000

' Big Fish.
The family was seated at ‘the

table with a guest, who was a busi-

ness acquaintance of ‘Dad’s, all
ready to enjoy the meal, when the
five-year-old son blurted out, “Why
mother, this is roast beef!” -

- “Yes,” answered the mother
“What of it?”
“Well, ‘Pop saldv this morning '

that he was going to bring a big
fish home for dinner tonight.”

what I can see of things in general,
the Utility Companies will back the

contractors 100 % if they will agree -
to adhere to this policy of the cus- .

tomers’ interests first, last and all

times.. i
.GEORGE WELMAN,
- Electrical Engineer.

‘homes is

.for home loans.

F.H. A Provides For

Better erlng

“Ade-
quate
wiring in
New Or--
leans

a mneces- |
sary ele- S
'ment of Easy as falling off a log‘
home modernization. And now °
there is an opportunity to sell ade-
quate wiring as a part of the gov-
ernment’s home loan program. Wir-
ing is a built-in improvement that
fits the government specifications
It is necessary to
carry out the home electrical idea
g0 strongly advocated by the ad-
ministration. All branches of our.
local industry should seize this op-
portunity to sell adequate wiring..
Adequate wiring has been diffi-
cult to sell to home owners.  And
no united industry effort has been, -
made to sell it for many well known

reasons, although the electrical in-

terests have preached the gospel °
and at-least have tried to get the
sales. But now conditions are very
favorable. The new electric. ap-
pliances are popular and are sell-
ing. - The market is active only in
the homes already constructed. The
government is’ pushing both home
modernization and the idea of home -
electrification. . All branches of the

‘industry look to the domiestic mar-
- ket for sales.

Why not bring all

these favorable conditions to bear °

both to get adequate wiring into

existing homes and to establish

wiring -adequacy standards for -

hOmes to be built in the future?
* 6 6 o 0

" And TOM MOORE, writing as a

‘poet, expresses in elght lines the .
~ feeling of millions:

‘When I remember

The friends so hnk d together,

TI've seen around me fall,

Like leaves in Wlntry Weather”-

‘I feel like one who treads alone

Some banquet hall deserted,

Whose lights are fled, whose gar- &

lands dead,
And all but hé departed

00000

Drlve thy business—Ilet not thy
business drive thee. Keep thy shop
and thy shop will keep thee. Lost
time is never found again. ,
: —Benjamin Franklin.









The secretary reported the sale at auction for delingnent

rent, on July 3nd, after due advertisemnt in the Courier, of the
following

leassholdss
Payne Brothers, vy H.B.Payne, of south half of nw.t of
NW& of sec. 22, and :
Leonard G. Payne, sw.: of NW & of Sec. 32,

Both bid in ty Treasurer Wolcott, in behalf of Corporation.
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WAUSAU, WISCONSIN

LEE |. YORKSON, SECRETARY i

Mereh 2, 1934

Postmaster
Fairhope
Alabema
Dear Sir:

We have a request for literature and informa-
tion on the single tax colony at Fairhope.

If you are not in a position to furnish this
to us, will you be kind enough to refer it to the pro-
per individual?

Thanking you, we are

Yours very truly,

WAUSAU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

;: ' /4Z/Z2ZZk, /f’ 7/ wAg?A%LZZf?

Acting Secrstary

WGR/ES






iv. by G. H. Burns,
Alabama.)

JMMISSIONER

inounce myself as a
Commissioner of the
t, of Baldwin County,
lect to the action of
¢ primary of May 1st,

and support as ever
iated.
J. B. McGREW

v. by, J. B. McGrew,
1a.)

YMMISSIONER

1ounce my candidacy
of the Baldwin Coun-
I, for the Fourth Dis-
rin County, Alabama,
action of the Demo-
3s to be held May 1,
934.

1d influence sohclted.

NICK SAWYER

r. by J. Nick Sawyer,
ngs, Alabama.)

hical Society

e Theosophical So
rery Thursday aftey-
ck at 404 Liberty St..
mue.

bjects for which the
ounded are: 1st. To
us of the universal
! bumanity; 2nd. 7
study of comparative
ice and philosophy.
gate the unexplained
s and the powers la-

3ially invited to at-

ravel Bureau
gnolia Avenue

PE, ALABAMA
sonducted sightsee-
ailroad and Steam:-
to all points.

B. Beaty, Director,
one 43-W

| Woodwork

irniture—

spairing and Refir-
Turning, Mill Work

CABINET WORKS

>4 PP OTIESEDOP P 2 EBY O

Farm, or Land for
r write me.

sz

airhope.

1$338233328333883888333883332

'*

|  FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA |

FREDERICK MOERL

INSURANCE
Phene 60-J Fairhope, Alabama

INSURANCE
Lowell & McIntosh

Best Companies, Risks Prom‘ptly
Covered, Losses Promptly Paid
Fairhope, Alabama

L. W. SCHNITZER
Ist National Bank Annex, Mobile
THE EQUITABLE LIFE AS-
SURANCE SOCIETY, New York

LIFE INSURANCE
ANNUITIES

J. B. BLACKBURN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Rooms 5-6-7 Dahlberg Bldg.
BAY MINETTE, ALABAMA

Azalea Brand Ice Cream
Milk, Butter, Etc.
FAIRHOPE ICE AND
CREAMERY (CO.

Telephone No. 75

Notice to Non-Residents

‘To ICharles Phillip ‘Barhart, R. F.
D. 1, Pipestone, Minnesota:; Clara
Earhart Davis, R. F. D. Gray. lowa;
Cyrus Howard Earhart, 515 iSt.
Anna - St., Pnpestone Minnesota;
Curtis G. Ea.rhart Marine Building,
Vancouver, B. C.; Annette Earhart
Watts, %3931 Cottage Grove Ave.,
Des Moines, Towa; Catherine Ear<
hart, 1344, 27th St., Des Moines,
Towa, and to all others concerned
in ithe following proceedings in the
Probate Court of Baldwin Co., Ala.
STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY.

| FROBATE COURT.

You will please take notice, that
on the 7th day of February A. D,
1934, a certain paper in ‘writing pur-
porting to be the last will and testa-
ment of Clara E. Atkinson, Deceas-
ed, was, filed in my office for’ pro-
bate by Ernest B. Gaston and Fran-
ces G. Crawford, and that the 9th
fiay of March, A D., 1934, was ap-
ipointed a day for rhe hearing there-
of, at which time you can appear
and contest the same if you see
Droper. |

G. W. Humphries,

29-3t % Judge of Probate

Monthly Schedule of Services

1st Sunday, Celebration of the
Holy Communion at 11 A, M. :

2nd Sunday, Morning Prayer, 11
A. M.

3rd Sunday, Evening Prayer at
7:30 P. M.

4th Sunday, Morning Prayer and
Litany, 11 A. M.

5th Sunday, Morning Prayer at
11 A. M.

Saints Days, Holy Commumon at
10 A. M.

Services on 2ad and 4th Sundays
are Lay Services. The others are
conducted by the Minister in charge
The Rev. Wm. A. Thompson.

You are cordially 1nv1ted to at-
tend.

‘Church School every Sunday
morning at 9:45.

Choir practice every Thursday
evening at 7 o’clock. Mrs. Rolla
Gooden, organist and director.

Woman’s Guild meets every 1st
and 3rd Monday at 3 o’clock. ' ™1

& Sy T
Catholic Church Notes
WINTER SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Sacred Heart Church, Battles
7:30 Alternate Sundays.

St. Lawrence’s Church, Fairhope
7:30 Alternate Sundays.
Church of The Assumption, Daphne
9:00 Every Sunday

J. J. Loftus, Pastor.

Christian Science Society

Christian Science Society of Fair-
hope church edifice at Fels Avenue
and Church Street; Sunday school
at 9:40 A. M. Lesson-Sermons at
11 A. M, subject “Soul.”

Wednesday evening testimonial
meetings the first and third Wed-
nesday in each month at 8§ P. M.

Christian Science Reading Room
at church edifice open from 2 to §
P. M., Monday, Wednesday and Sat-
urday, except holidays.

Fairhope Bird Club News

The regular meeting of the Fair-

hope Bird Club was Lield Thursday

night at the Tourist Club. Raymond
Flagg took charge of the meeting
in the absence of our President,
Duncan MelIntosh. The White
Throated iSparrow was discussed at
this meeting. We learned that this
sparrow is of great benefit to farm-
ers in destroying weed seeds. In
continuation with the sparrow fami-
ly we selected the Fox Sparrow for
the meeting of February 22.

The /Bird Club party held Satur-
day night Feb. 3, at the Tourist
Club was a great success. There
‘were about fifteen couples present
and every one had an enjoyable
evening.

If you are interested in birds
come to the bird club each Thurs-

!day and learn more about them.
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FORM 29A

W. R. WILLS, PRESIDENT
CORNELIUS A. CRAIG, CHAIRMAN OF BOARD

THE NFATIONAL LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO.; Inc.

NASHVILLE TENNESSEE
BRANCH OFFICE SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
328 GIDDENS LANE BUILDING
C. W. HOLTSCLAW, MGR. Jane.3lst. s 1934,

Secretary Fairhope Colony,
Fairhope, Alabama.

Dear Sir:

I am very keenly interested in securing as much information
as possible about the "Single Tax" method of Taxation.

I understand that your organization has been operating
under that plan so far as possible for some time and am therefore
taking the liberty of writing you.

Any bit of information that you may send me would be greatly
appreciated. I have in mind a brief history of your organization
or rather outline of it,the degree of success that has attended
your efforts and the like.

Thanking you in advance for this favor I am,

Yours very. truly,

( ’é)W

Leon. uoen.

/

3335 Darien Street,
Shreveport, Louisiana.




Feb. 23, 1934._

Leon J.Coen,
3335 Darien S%.,
~ Shreveport, La.

Dear Mr. Coen:- }

I am pleascd at recelpt of yours of Jan. 31lst ani to 1 earn
of your interest in the Single Tax and what we =re doing here
in the way of practically applying the principle.

I am delighted to send you such matter as we have avall=-
able for distribution. By the PHistory®" which is included you
will see that we have been "at it" for nearly four dacaﬁas.

Included in the matter I am sending 4s our *nistory'
constitution, form of lease, with application which attachess and
beconmes part of lease contract,; address delivered by .the writer
at ¥ Chicago in 1928; copy of Courier, --my paper, but devoted
chiefly to furtharing the ideals of t e Colony,«prepfred for the
recent Henry George Congress at Cnicago; leaflet, "Figures Show=
ing Interestin: Comprrisons between Fairhope and Other Alabama
Towne; "The Single Tax What It Is and Why We Urge It" original
statement by Henry George, reprinted in the Congressional Recc ord
by Warren Worth Baily, Pennsylvania Congressmgn yeqro ago .

I also incl de an auridgement of Henry George's
'Lani Quastion. "

I believe that thése will give you a very fair idea
if you do not already have 1t, of the Single Tax as a refo:m to
be accomplished in a large way through legiQIation andi xkxt
our plan of applyin: 1t as far as possible, without waiting
for lesislative change.

I s all hope to hear further from you and would be
glad to have your subscription to the paper which would keep
you in touch with us.

dost sincerely yours,

Secretary.



Feb. 2, 1934.

Charles C. Case,

City Pass Avent, L.& N.R.Re
1141 Bankers Building, i
Chicago, I11/

Deaf Sirt=

At request secretary Chambér .f Commarce for literature
about Fairhop -, I have gathered up such stuff as I have, which
I am mailing you under separaté WIrapper. Included is soue pages
from the last booklet issued by the C.of C., but of whic the is-
sue is exhaustzd. Am also including a History of our Single Tax
Colony and =25 you will note a reptint from Employes vavazine of
your lina. [Hope this will answer ti.e purpoec. e

Yours very truly,

A§hcretary.



The:: School of Organic

Education

MARIETTA JOHNSON, Director

Summer Session Affiliated with State
Teachers College at La Crosse
Wisconsin

June 20 to July 29, 1932

(Winter session held at Fairhope, Alabama)



THE SUMMER SESSION OF THE
SCHOOL OF ORGANIC EDUCATION

has been affiliated with one of Wiscon-
'sin’s strongest teacher training institu-
tions. The Teachers College at La
Crosse has an “A” rating in the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers Colleges
and has been admitted to membership
in the North Central Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools. Hence all
work offered will be fully accredited.

Mrs. Johnson, whose winter session
is held at Fairhope, Alabama, will direct
the demonstration school. She will give
lectures daily. The members of her
classes will have daily contacts with the
demonstration school where one will be
able to see a typical school reorganized
in terms of her theories of education.
This program will furnish the practical
superintendent a real opportunity to
study the problems current in the re-
organization required for the more mod-
ern type of a school. It will afford, like-
wise, an opportunity for classroom
teachers to study and observe Mrs.
Johnson’s program in operation.

Superintendents, Principals, = Class-
room Teachers, Fathers, Mothers, and
Social Workers will be interested in this
program.

Courses will include The Reconstruct-
ed Elementary Curriculum with Obser-

vation in the Demonstration School by.

Mrs. Johnson, Applied Art, Music, Folk
Dancing, Children’s Literature, Botany
and other courses in Science, English,

Mathematics, Social Studies, Geography, ;

and Education.

Accommodations

Those coming from some distance will
find excellent hotel facilities in La
Crosse. Room may be secured near the
school for the summer session. The fol-
lowing table presents fair estimate from
two standpoints of a student’s weekly
living expenses:

Conservative Liberal
Roomiay. el From $1.50 to $2.50 From $2.50 to $3.00
Board, ~ doeeapth From $4.00 to $5.00 From $5.00 to $6.00

Beautiful summer cottages along the Mis-
sissippi may be secured at reasonable rates
within easy driving distance from the school.

Fees
Maximum fee ........ccieiiiiiinan.n. $11.75
Includes book rental, entertainment and
physical education fees.

For Further Information Concerning the
Summer Session of the School of
Organic Education
Address C. A. Whitney, Director of Summer
Session, State Teachers College,

La Crosse, Wisconsin.

LA CROSSE, THE BEAUTIFUL

Situated on the Mississippi River at
the confluence of the Black and La
Crosse Rivers with the mighty Father
of Waters, the city of La Crosse com-
bines every natural advantage open to

‘an inland town with rare scenic loveli-

ness and a historic past.
For visitors in search of outdoor beau-
ty and recreation La Crosse has a lav-



ish welcome in its unique Coulee Region
and the far-famed Winneshiek Refuge,
of which the city is almost the geo-
graphical center and the natural capital.
The Coulee Region is unparalleled in the
northern United States, being the only
cons derable area north of the Ohio
River that escaped the planing down
and leveling by the glaciers during the
ice ages. ‘The age old rocks stand about
La Crosse north, south, east and west
in craggy dignity, divided by deep, wind-
ing valleys in a panorama that is rem-
iniscent of the Catskills, although with
marked individuality of its own.
Through these valleys meander swift
trout streams, and every turn of the
hundreds of miles of excellent roads
that invite the tourist opens up a new
picture of breath-taking beauty.

Perhaps this typical scenery finds its
highest loveliness along the Mississippi
River, where the mighty bluffs shoulder
up on to the broad stream in an endless
procession. The scenery of the Upper
Mississippi lacks only the ruined castles
of the elder civilization to be almost
identical with that of the Rhine river,
and it has the additional charm of wilder-
ness and natural beauty.

La Crosse is one of Nature’s beauty
spots, with forty thousand happy people
living in comfort and prosperity in a
community clean physically, socially, and
politically. It offers every advantage of
urban civilization, together with recrea-
tional attractions of unexcelled number,
diversity, and quality.



State Teachers Bollege
La Crosse, Wisconsin

July B, 1982

Mr, E. B, Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Mr. Gaston:

I have just spent the week-end in St. Faul
and saw a notice in the St. Paul paper that
millions of acres of land are reverting to the
state.

Dean W. C. Coffey of the University Farm,
St. Paul, Minnesota, and Dr. L. C. Gray, Department
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., are having a
conference now in St. Paul in working out a land
utilization policy.

I had a brief telephone conversation with
Dean Coffey and suggested that they rent this
land to individuals, assuring them of no texation,
believing that this would induce many people to
go on the land. He did not seem to think this
was the particular direction thelr cenference
would take but said he would be very gled to hear
from you and receive any literature about this
jdéa. I hope you will write to Dean W. €: Coffey,
University Farm, St. Paul, Minnesota, and also
to Des L. C. Gray, Dept. of iAgriculture, Washington,
D. C. I believe this is the moment for single
taxes to get right in and try to influence those
in authority to use these lands now as a state
demonstration of the single tax. I think it might
be wise to use Mr. Beckwith's idea of no taxes
since people seely so tax riddem at the present
moment. *

It is very cold here for this time of
year, of course I am sure all Fairhope is
rejoicing over the nomination.

With tueh love to everybody, I am,

Sincerely,

jZ??aA;éjﬂgz G

(Frgl liarietta Johnson
T :MF &
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July 12, 1932,

Dean W.C.Coffey,
University Farm,

. 8¢, Paul, ¥iani-

Dear S;r:-

"It 18 at the suggestion of our Mrs. laristta L. Johnsg
formerly of your city, that we write yop relative to our msthod
of adminietration of land here, which we think would be applica~
ble to administration of lands by states vhere taken over for
dslingunent taxes. It contemplatee retention of title to the lamd
administered, by the state, or if by a non-governméental body inmn
whatever organization ie effocted for the purpose of administra-
tion, dﬁu:ttng& as a trustez for all holdere under it, elimé
nating entirely the idea of any speculative advantage from the
increasing value of the land. L . :

Under our plan, and what we would like to Mgee done
by a state aiministering forfzited land, would be k¢ elimina-
tion of taxes upon improvementis made or percsonal property accu~
malated on the land, and substituting therfore, fsded on the bare
land, which would kscp pacve with ite increasing value due to iIn=
creasing population and development.

However, 1f a state or any group in possescsion of
land for sattlesent without profit, were not prepared to elin=
inate taxee upon improvements and personal property, we held
it rould be most just and beneficial to take the full annuval
valve of ths bare land, thus to k=ep down the opportunity and

e

the hope tg nrgfil withoys deservi from the incre and -
Va.ln&,és-l—mgﬁﬁ-m Zt%‘] ng o MW

To us there is no more moral right to ownership

. by individuals of land, carrying right to dictate who shall pos-

sess 1t in future gen:rations, than there was for the right of .
ownership by individuals of other individuals, with right to
take the results of their labor and pass title to themy—elavery.

We hold the g;g'eat cause of the vast inequality of
wealth which has been 20 forcibly to public attention as well
as the greatest cause of panics such as that through which we
are passing, is the private ownsrship of land, ander cenditioans
which uxzeikxeunarskix give power to ownership to reap the un-
earned increment; of farm lanis, of sity lots, of lands cover=-
ed =ith natural forests, or bearing within it all of the resour-
¢28 which nature has probided, coal, o0il, precious matayls, cOp=



#8 «

per, stone, odays. eto. eto. Gambling in stocks, bondie, etz is

another fruitful cause, but not so fundasental as speculating
in the land, embracing all natural reséurces,

I am sorry to say that we are out of comprehensive
literature presenting our plans, but I am taking pleasure in
enclosing copy of our constitution, of our lease contract, of
an address which I wmade at a Single Tax Congrees, in Chicagom
in 1928, =nd perhaps other matter.

Let me ‘say also, in addition to what is said in marked

paragfaph on page 3 of Chicago address, that our town, of which

our Cdlony is the larszer part, ie now the largest town in its
county, (Baldwin County, Ala"

without highway or paved road connaction, and grew move rapidly
during the census period 122030, than any other town of its
class in the state, gupy ot

We have thoroughly demnstrated in practios that owne
ership of the land ies not ncceseary to stimulate its improvee
ment , but that security of posseasion under juet conditions is
all that ie necessary.

PR I truet the matter furnished may prove. of some intere
st to you and if anything further ie desired will be plaased
to furnish it on requess. ;

liost sinceraly yours, -

INGLE TAX CORPORATION,

L

larger than the county s-at, yes-



DR. S. SoOLIS-COHEN
1908 WALNUT ST.
PHILADELPHIA

Januvary 17, 1935.

Mr. E. Be GaStOﬂ,
Fairhope, Ala.

Ly Uear Mr. Gaston:

I have received your letter of January 12th, for which accept
my thanks.

I am much interested in your enclosures, for wuich also
I thank you,

Your'memo. for Abe D. Whldauer”calls attention to a book
evidently issued by Louis Post, entitled "Euployment and Natursl Resources".
Do you know how that book can now be obtuined? By writing to the Secretary
of Labor? Of course Perkins is not Post; I am inclined to think that the
lady is an out and out socialist, and I find socialists among the hardest
to convince of Single Tax philosophy. They do want“nationalization of land?
but they want so many other regulations and regimentations that they quite
neglect the fundamental reform and direct their energies to the accom-
plishment of the regulations.

I have received a letter from Mr. Waldauer in which he says:

"The language you quote does not give authority to
operate enclaves of economic rent; but other language
in the Act does give authority to acquire lands,
and thet is all we need to proceed with .....
1t is sufficient to say that the Authority would
have the legal right to operate enclaves if the
Authority sees fit to do so.
So far as submitting a definite plan is concerned,
my own idea is that we have already done that when
we sent them Fiske Warren's book on Enclaves.
As Assistant City Attorney of Memphis, I just approved
a State-wide Act which creates a State planning commission
to plan orderly land development and use. This is to
work in conjunction with the TVA ...... The enclave plan
involves merely the collection of annual economic ground
rent, and the use of the rent thus collected to give the

- lessee freedom from taxation. I see no reason to submit
any further specific plan; the volume of Encleves of Economic
Rent emobodies all the plans I know of."

This seems to be very clear, and I shall accordingly awsit develop-
ments before coumunicating further with lr. Surdevant.

Sincerely yours,
FEL

Solomon Solis=Cohen.



Dr. Solomon Sqliu Cohen,
Philadeiphia, Pa.

Dear Mg.‘cohen:—'

Your‘letter of Jan. 17 was received and &xd read with
much interest. |

e ; In regard to the book, qotations @f from vhich I aw-.de
N for you and ¥r. Waldsuer, I have besn trying ever since to get
' | other copies. I guocedsd finally just a4 day or =0 ago, in gete
el ting through the Department of labor, one paper covered copy,
s -and today through my congresesran, Hon. Lister Hi1ll, second Ala-
- ~ bama district, another paper covered one; accompaning letter -
e saying:®I havo at last succeded in getting for youone copy of
AR the Publication "Employment and Natural Resourcen? I am gorry

i it wae impoceinle to get more copies of this publication for
you but I hope this= one ill gerve your purpose.® :

e

I am mailing thie copy to you, having sent the other
to Abe "aldaver. I think yo. will find the 1little book inter-
esting. : : : At
; T sincerely hope that sométhling practical in the line
of demonstration of a proper method of land tenure, ae well as ;

& "yard-atick® for measuring propar rates for elesctrie energy,mqw"'-
2t from the Tennesses Valley Authority. \ !

Yours most sincerely,
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DR. S. SoLis-COHEN
1908 WALNUT ST.

PHILADELPHIA ’i
x

S—— SR

January 10, 1935,

Mr. Ernest Gaston,
Fairnope, Ala.

Dear Hr. Gaston:

I am enclosing copy of a letter written to lr. Waldauer, and
will add the following explanation:

Sometime ago I wrote to the President, calling attention to
the speculative land movement reported in the newspapers as occurring
in territories related to and affected by the luscle Shosls development.
The letter was referred to the Tennessee Valley Authority, and I was so
notified by Colonel Howe, sscretary to the President. This notification
was followed by a letter from Mr. W, L. Sturdevant, Director of Information
Division, Tennessee Valley Authority, in which he said that any suggestions
would be welcomed. I thereupon wrote him, suggesting that the experience of
Fairhope and of other enclaves of economic rent indicated that the application
of the enclavial system might prevent the benefits of public expenditures from
going into private pockets, and the accompanying exploitation of workers
by speculators. I further advised him that I had requested lir. Figke Warren,
whom I considered the authoriiy on the general subject, to forward his book,
explaining the enclavial system, and to accompany it with a supplementary
letter #f commemt and explanation. Mr. Warren sent the book, but suggested
that Mr. Yaldawer of Memphis, should be consulted, since he was alrsady in
communication with the Authority on some other points, and he thought that
someone living near the region affected would be better able to suggest
practical methods.

I take it that neither Mr. Warren nor Mr. Waldauer has any hope of
accomplishing anything. Still, I feel that we 'we it to ourselves, now that
we have broached the subject, not to abandon it without submitting a definite
plan. In a recent letter to Mr. Sturdevant, I mentioned your name as that of
one who had had experience with the enclavial system, and from whom valusble
suggestions might be expected. I presume lir. Waldauer has been in touch
with you. I think that whatever suggestions are finally made, we should
all agree upon. As I said before, even though nothing can be accomplished,
nothing is lost by the trial.

Sincerely yours,

wdp,
] Solomon ﬁ:—%hen@
ey, o Lewtis . e
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Dr. Sjﬂolin Cohen,

1906 Walnut 8t.

Philadelphin, Pa. ’ .
Dear Doeot v Cohénz« i ¢ 22

I have reoceiv 4 yours of 10th with saclosuree and am
very much interestad thercin. ir. Waldauer had already advised
m8 somswhat of what wae wp. I would e glad to be of any service
that I mig:t;, but feellog Just at tidls time veoause of dutiss
here and my own li itntiouns there ie not much that I onn do.

I have never seen tue Aot ecreating the Authority, but |

the memrdk portion quoted in your laiter to lir. Wald .er, ie vary
interenming and 1t se mn to m»? comshat encouragiog. 1 ehnll
spite to Hpr. Strudevant and reauvest him to sen’ ms = ocopy of
thz Aot. - A %
: The ddministration of a privataly initiated enclave,
runting counter to acocpted prasticees and immosed upon body of
lawe not in haraony, ies a mue" wsore A1€€icult preixx probles than
would ba that of such & one a=z you contemplate under trhe avepicen
of eucha bhody a=» the TVA. ‘
!
Prohably yo. have read in lr. Warren's "Enclave’ of
Foonomic Rant} an addrece I mude at Chieugo in 1828, but I t ke
pleasure in encloning = vopy, and aleny s little leaflet, entie
tled Pigur2e Showing Interesting Compurisons Bet 2en Falriope and
other Alabsma Towns® whioh sca: to s oy thut a plan of 1land ten
ure which mill take the aconosic remt from olders, instead of
taking them agaording to thoir possagnion of wenlth 1n the farm
of producta of induertry, will work out benaficially and the indi-
viduals @ncourage il to work who are subisct to it. 4

T alses encloss a “Wemoxfor Abe D. Waldauvery whioh I
aim eure you will find ifoterastingm in this connection.

. Let ue hove that sorething praotioal ~ay be worked
out in our line, in conne tion with the moast fasacinating work
being ocarricl on by the Tennessee Valley Aut ottty.

Yours moet sinosraly,

x5
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~of products of indus

Jan. 17, 1935

‘Dr. S.S0lis Coheh,

1908 Walnut 8t.
Philadelphiz, Pa.

Dear Noctor Coheni-~ |

I have receiv d yours of 10th with =nclosures and am
very mueh intersstsd therein. Mr. Waldauesr had already advised
ne somewhat of what wae up., I would be glad to be of any servioce
that I mignt, but feeling just at t.ls time vecause of duties
here and ay own livitationu there 1s not much that I can do.

I have never seen the Aot oreating the Authoritv, but
the samdk portion quoted in your letter to Mr. Walduuer, is very
intereeing and it se'm=s to me¢ somehat encouraging. 1 shsll
write to Mr. Strudevint and request him to send me a copy of
the Act.

- The ddministration of a privately initiated enclave,
runting counter to accepted practices and imposed upon body of
lawas not in harmony, is & muoh wsore Adifficult preiax problem than
would be that of such a one ae you contesplate under the auvspices
of sucha body as the TVA.

Probably you have read in Hr. Warren'e "Enclave: of
Fconomio Rent) an addrase I mnde at Chicsgo in 1928, but I tuke
pleasure in enclosing a copy, and aleo a little leaflet, enti-
tled Fi§uran Showing Interesting Compurisons. Ret-een Fairlope and
other Alshuma Towns® which sear to s ow that & plan of land ten
ure whichi will take thée economic rent from /olders, ingtead of
taking them aooordin% to thair possession ef wealth in the form

ry, will work out beneficially and the indi-

vidua]s gncouraged to work who are subiect to it.

i I alec enclose a 'Kamo;f“" Ave D. Waldauery whioh y &5
anafure you will find interestingm in this connection.

Let us hore that sowething practical way be wmarked

out in our line, in connection with the most faseinating work

being_oarrieﬁ on by the Tennegsece Valley Autrottdy.

Yours moet sincerely, = §ckaey




COPY

davuary L0, 1936,

ibe De Veldaver, Gege,
Heophle, Toan.

..Qear Hr. Gnldausr:

Hre Fioke Warren haa sont we & copy of your lotter to him, ia whioh
sm ouy that you have besu An communication with the Authority on the wetber of
opersting enclaves, but fear timt the Adnlnistration is not uow resdy to tackle
the fundamental quostion iuvolviag i right to the use of the earth.

ti"iuk you wre right; but ot the seme %ime, since we heve starited
the a&wm&m, 1 ghould iike it $o bo continuod %o & doflisitive reouit, positive
or nogative. 1 an aloo quite anxious it we should not contradict one another.

io repiy %o wy lebter responding $o the Lavitotion to submit suggest~
ieng, Wlr. Jturdovent seid ho would vend we & vopy of the et crealing the
Authority. 1 wrote blm $he obhor day Shat 4% hod sot been received, snd conve=
quently I could aol shupo a definite plan, and at the sswme time roferred him to
fire Lurren, 're Gaoton nad yoursell == copy of wileh letter ! thiak you have
rogeived from mo.

Todmy i recelved the copy of the Act, I sm not m lawyer, and conse<
guently 1 am writing subject to corresctions I find uo movuim thet would
eupover the Authority o esteblish enclaves, except porimps Section 23, puge 18,
of publication 17, under the tomms!

"such adjolining territory sas may be releted to

or umierisily effectod by the developuent conseguent

0 this Act .eev B0 vake guch surveys of and genoral

plang for ssid genorel basin and adjeining territory

ag way Lo uselul to the Usngrese and to the several

states dn gulding sand controlling the extent, sequecce

oad mture of deovelopmout that may bo equitably end
ow.m.imuy adveneed through the expenditure of public
funds, or tirough the guidange or control of public
suthority, all for the general jurpose of foutering

an oprdoriy ool essnasissk proper physicnl, econsuic

witd socinl development of enid arese .00 0 cooporate
with the Stutes affected theoroby, or subdiv.sions or syencies
of such Stetes, or w.th cosperviive or other orgeni:ations,
and 40 wake such pludies, esperiments, or demonstretions
a8 wy b6 ncceseary and suitable to timt ond."

fou will keow better than [ whethor this cuc be so interproted us to
pornit u survey and record of nesesemonts for texmiion of leads "rolated to
or smier.ally affectod by the developuent consequent %o this Jety“and an appreisal
of the prosent wmarket welues of such iends, sald survey, record snd sppreisatl
bodag for the purpoce of establiesing a nornsl rental upen which the sucinve
prineiples way Le develaped.

Before writing this to Yr. Stupdewnnd, however, I would 1ike youwr
Griticiss, and also your direciien or intimstion of the region Shet would be
covorad by such & survey. 4% would be well, too, to include in the swrvey any

(O¥ER)
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chungo in aspesswonts or sarket volues of the lunds affocted, thet
wight clearly be atérilbuted to the publlic works progievi.
i shall bo gled to hear from you.

Hincersly yo ﬁrs,

(signed) solomon eligelohen.



COPY

January 11, 1938,

Wre We ke Gturdevant,
pirsctor, informetion Uivieiea, ™Wa, -

Dear Mr. Sturdevang:

Aecept my thanks for your eourtnay‘in sendlag me copy of
"Publie =« Hpe 17 == 73pd Uongress, H., R, 5081", >

: Section 32, pages 12 and 13, sseus to eupower the Authority

to uake such surveys, records and appraisals as would be necessary as a
preliminary %o the institution of the enclavial system "for the purpose of
fostering an orderiy and proper physical, oconomic, smi gocisl davelopw
wond @f.vv0 o+ 4" “"ine Tennessee River dreinage basin tind such adjoining
tarritory as may be reluted to, and wateriaily affectod by the developmeut
conseguent to this Act.”

1y first suggeetion, therefore, would be thai "ssid aress"
should be surveyed (I do net wean weasured, but rother, catelogued) as
to present essessed valuos for taxation, present msrket Ve lues, and if
records are casily accessible, assessed and warket velues et some fixed
time prior Lo the passage of H. R. 5081, -

/ Ur perimps, in view of the expense involved, it might be best
at first, to confine the survey to somo selected ares == my lack of knowledge
of the locallity doos not pernit we to suggest which ares == to be taken

8s a preliminary specimen, '

i+ should be glad to know your view ae to thig == and hope,
aftor coumunication with ir. Gaston at Feirhope, to be able to uake further
praciical suggestions, and to submit theu for your considerstion. I would
emphacize the fact thet in suggesting the application of the enclavial
system %0 the are: under the jurisdiction of the TVA, I em not concerned with
the"unearned incroventscef land values”, but with the annuel rentals, so that

the question of decrosses does not embarrass the method. - Incresse and
decrease mlike are proviied for automatically.

Sincerely youfa,

(sigured solomon Jolis=Cohen.
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COPY

Jarunry 11, 1935,
Lbe De Valdauer,
Hewmphis, Tonn.

doar Hr. Valdausr!

Jinge writing the enclosed letter, i have received your favor
of January 9th.

I understand therefrom that you heve no objection to my
montioulng your ssme %0 lMr. Sturdevent, bul that you will not volunteer to
communleate with him = you prefer that the request should come from hinm.

But what 1 am anxious about is that I should be made a¢guainted

. with your view as %o the poesibility of estabilshing the enélave method in

conneciion with the Authority, indepdedent of their attitude toward it in
other words, to submit & plan which will probably be rejected, but which we
ourselves should not reject in ndvanea. It muet therefore be a workable

plan, and this is wherein Mr. Gaston's experience, lir. Fiske uarren's

cxperience and your cwn experience would be helpfnl; == having ”mmrahad up the
hill",iwb dbswish, like thecKing of France, to "march right down again" without

‘haviag u&t@pgﬁﬁﬂ to do aamotuing worth whilie.

uiaeoraly yaurs,

(signed) Solomon Solis=Cohen.


















Ooct. 27,1932.

Gertrude Coll:s,
Box 531 Morristown, F.J.

Dear Madam:-

Was pleased to recieve yours of 24th. Yes, Fairhope
has grown to be quite a little city and I have the pleasure to be
gtill actively associated with it.

1 am sorry to have to admit, bhat Fairhope is suffering
from the general depression, chiefly in way of decreased earning
power along all, lines,; little new improvement going on, wages
down, farmers unable to get remunerative prices for their productse-
but it would be nothing short of a miracle if it were not so, for
in these Jdays we are alinked together in so many ways. Howaver,

I am glad to say, that we feel we are suffering less than most
places; those who come down from the north, northern sities par- -
ticularly, say we dod not what hard times ars comparied with there.

. You inguires if there would bBe a chance to get a small
farm and®pay for it in instalsents.® Of course, under our plan
there would bz no purchasing of the land in the Colomy. That, if
it were unimproved land, would only require payment in advance
of a half year's raent, ranging eay from £1.25 an acre a year up
to to £3.50., plus the appraised value of any usable timber on the
land, which would not be much. : '

Of cours: theres are almoet always opportuinities
to buy improved places, which agsim, would require no investment in
the land bwt only for improvaments, and time can be usvally secured
for a larger part of the value of these. : =

We have a lovely country here. I wish it were possible

for your friend to look over the siuation for himsalf. And there
are very low priced excursions this way every little while; as
low as $10 rounfdtrip from Chicagowith several days time.

: I am snclosing--in acother envelops, a pamphlet re-
cently issued ty our local Chamber of Commerce and a ®History" of
the Colony; =1lso = copy of our form of application for land. Shall

hope to hear from you further, Regards to you and ¥ise Hicks.
Most sincerely,

Secretary.
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May 10, 1837,

Percival H. Colliaerx,
85 Washington St.,
Nyack, N.Y.

Dear dir. Gollier;~_

: Yours of an first at hand. “We are sorry many recent
calls have exhausted our supply of anything like a comprehensive
statenent regnrding our Coleny .

We are sending a oopy of our constitution, and a copy
of adiress made by our Secretary bafore the Heary George Congress
in Chicago, in September, 1928; also a copy of little folder
*Whose Land" , the concluding paragraphe of which give quite a
clear and succinet statowent of the Colony's method of app lying
the Eingle Tax principle. A copy of our form of application for
land, will also be explanatory. :

Fairhops was really founded by our Colomy, The incorpora=
ted Town of Fairhope mam followed years later. It oxists and
is govarned under the general lawe of the state. Lesa than half
of the land in the Town limite is owned by our Colony Corporation
but nearly all the business is done on our land and the great ma=
Jority of the peonle live upon it, which is indication that our
policies must have appeared attractive to the people.

: The write is the publisier of the local paper and has
_%aken pleasure in sending you a copy of the same. Would be glad
to recelve your subscription to 1t. ; :
Hoping the watter sent will prove of interest to you.
Most sincercly yours,
THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION
By

,‘§éct§tnry.
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April 21,1024,

H.¥ilton Colux
206 Wewster St.,
New Orlsans, La.

Desy Sirie

Ths Postmacstsr hns handed us your car, asxing inforsa-
t ion avout Falrhope.

Fairhope is the largest town in Baldrin County, &labama,
leading the county-e:at by a few, population 549 in 1830; 1g
on the east side of Moby, with frontage jrmedintely on the Zay,
with bluffs alzost to the shore, but beautifully wooded lowsr
park betwesn bluff and immedicge shore. Practiecally all the shore
public park, Has fine agriculltural country in ranry; popular as
gpExerxresort both summer and winter. Fine publis schhol, fa ous
private school, tne ®*3chool of Organic Education.® Reached from
Mobile by highway orossing cead of "=y Dby ridges and cause«ay
and bg beat. braneh of L.« N. R.R. 14 miles to east.

Is the hose of theYFairhope Single Tax Colony" by which
1t wae fdunded in 1894=5. Incorporated as municpality in 1998
nearly all the business ls fone on and more than half the people
resi @ on "Colony® land. Town has its own light and water plante
and is in excclle ot finmncial condition. Taxes collected in 18€3,
$0,453.73, Income of utilitles above exps 8os, $10,8681 44

‘ Wpiter is secresdry of Single Tax Colony an’ editor of
lpcal paper, The Fairhope Courier. His principal intgrest is Sin=-
gle Tax Colony. ‘

Printed matter in another wropper. Will be glad to
hear further from vou

Yours very truly,
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